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New  St. 
Andrews 
head  praised 

The  new  president  of  St.  An- 
drews Presbyterian  College,  Dr. 
Thomas  L.  Reuschling,  "fits  per- 
fectly the  profile  the  trustees, 
faculty,  staff,  and  students  had 
envisioned  for  the  next  presi- 
dent," said  the  chairman  of  the 
search  committee  that  recom- 
mended him  to  the  college's 
board  of  trustees.  W.B.  Graham 
Jr.  said  the  search  has  been 
underway  since  former  President 
A. P.  Perkinson  Jr.  announced 
his  resignation  last  April. 

Reuschling  is  dean  of  the  E. 
Claiborne  Robins  School  of 
Business  at  the  University  of 
Richmond.  He  will  assume  his 
new  office  this  spring. 

The  search  committee  re- 
viewed about  125  candidates  and 
interviewed  10.  "We  are  very 
confident  that  we  have  made  the 
right  choice,"  Graham  said. 

"He  has  had  experience  as  a 
professor,  a  college  admini- 
strator, and  as  dean  of  a  presti- 
gious university.  He  has  out- 
standing integrity  and  organiza- 
tional skills,  and  his  success  in 
raising  funds  has  been 
impressive." 

Graham  added  that  the  college 
j  is  fortunate  that  Reuschling's 
long-term  goal  has  been  to  serve 
as  president  of  "a  small,  outstan- 
ding, liberal-arts  college"  similar 
to  the  one  he  attended,  Hiram 
College  in  Ohio. 

Trustee  chairman  James  L. 
Morgan  said,  "I  believe  that 
Tom  Reuschling  will  be  one  of 
the  truly  outstanding  presidents 
in  the  history  of  St.  Andrews 
College.  Under  his  leadership, 
St.  Andrews  can  look  forward  to 
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Dr.  Thomas  L.  Reuschling 

continued  growth  and  progress 
as  one  of  the  finest  liberal-arts 
colleges  in  this  region." 

A  native  of  Ohio,  Reuschling 
majored  in  economics  at  Hiram, 
where  he  was  a  student  leader 
and  an  athlete;  he  is  in  the 
school's  Athletic  Hall  of  Fame. 
He  earned  a  master's  degree  in 
business  administration  from 
Kent  State  University  and  a  doc- 
torate in  that  field  from  the 
University  of  Colorado. 

He  served  previously  as  direc- 
tor of  the  School  of  Business  at 
the  University  of  Northern  Iowa 
and  taught  marketing  at  Kent 
State  University. 

Reusch'ing  is  an  elder  at  River 
Road  Presbyterian  Church  in 
Richmond  and  has  been  active  in 
community  affairs.  He  has  been 
clerk  of  session  and  chairman  of 
the  board  of  deacons. 

His  wife,  Dorothy,  is  a  regis- 
tered nurse.  They  have  two 
daughters,  Renee,  a  graduate  of 
Vanderbilt  University  Law 
School,  and  Tracy,  a  student  at 
the  University  of  Richmond. 

Trustee  chairman  Morgan  said 
that  interim  president  will  be  Dr. 
Thomas  L.  Benson,  vice-presi- 
dent and  dean  of  the  college. 
Perkinson  resigned  effective  Dec. 
31. 


Three  names  from  geographic, 
historic,  and  theological  perspec- 
tives will  be  presented  to  com- 
missioners at  the  organizational 
meeting  of  the  new  synod  in  this 
region  as  that  new  body's  name, 
the  moderator  of  a  committee  to 
name  the  synod  has  announced. 

The  names  are  Freedom  Roads, 
Makemie,  and  Reconciliation, 
said  the  Rev.  C.  Wylie  Smith. 
People  within  the  bounds  of  the 
synod  suggested  39  names  to  the 
committee  for  its  consideration, 
she  added.  The  committee  decid- 
ed to  recommend  the  three,  from 
the  different  perspectives,  for 
commissioners  to  choose  from. 

The  organizational  meeting 
will  be  held  Feb.  29  and  March 
1  at  the  Sheraton  University 
Center  in  Durham.  There  will  be 
210  commissioners.  They  will 
vote  on  proposed  program  struc- 
ture and  staffing  pattern  and  lo- 
cation of  the  synod's  office  as 
well  as  the  name.  They  are  also 
expected  to  appoint  a  committee 
to  seek  an  executive  for  the 
synod. 

Although  commissioners  will 
have  the  three  choices  from  the 
committee  for  a  name,  they  can 
propose  other  names  from  the 
floor  at  the  meeting. 

The  new  synod,  called  Synod 
D  until  it  chooses  its  name,  offi- 
cially came  into  being  on 
January  1. 

The  committee  to  name  the 
synod  met  in  Greensboro  on  Jan. 
8-9  to  choose  the  three  proposed 
names.  Committee  members  de- 
cided then  to  propose  three, 
rather  than  just  one,  so  that  com- 
missioners would  have  a  choice. 


Paper  is  Synod  D 
publication  for  '88 


The  Transitional  Council  for 
Synod  D  has  designated  The 
Presbyterian  News  as  the  official 
newspaper  for  the  new  synod 
during  the  transitional  year  of 
1988,  announced  Lenwood  Lee, 
moderator  of  the  Synod  of  North 
Carolina's  Communication  and 
Stewardship  Committee  and  a 
member  of  the  Transitional 
Council.  That  body  decided  at  its 
December  meeting  to  use  the 
newspaper  as  the  communication 
organ  for  the  new  synod,  Lee 
said. 

The  nameplate  at  the  top  of 
this  page  reflects  the  decision, 
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with  "Synod  D"  listed  in  place 
of  "Synod  of  North  Carolina," 
which  appeared  in  the  past.  The 
Synod  of  North  Carolina,  of 
course,  technically  went  out  of 
existence  on  Dec.  31,  though  its 
office  will  remain  open  and  its 
programs  in  operation  through- 
out 1988. 

Similiarly,  Synod  D  officially 
came  into  existence  on  Jan.  1, 
though  its  office  and  programs 
will  not  be  fully  operational  un- 
til the  first  of  1989.  Commis- 
sioners to  the  new  synod's  orga- 
nizational meeting  Feb.  29- 
March  1  will  choose  a  name  for 
the  new  synod. 

When  they  do,  our  nameplate 
will  use  it  rather  than  Synod  D, 
so  perhaps  this  issue  can  be  con- 
sidered a  collector's  item. 

The  new  synod  will  publish  a 
regular  communications  piece, 
though  the  details  remain  to  be 
worked  out.  On  what  scale,  and 
how,  The  Presbyterian  News  will 
be  distributed  within  the  other 
states  in  the  new  synod  besides 
North  Carolina  in  1988  must  still 

hp  Hptprminfrl 


The  committee  issued  state- 
ments on  the  background  of  the 
three  choices. 

The  Synod  of  Freedom  Roads, 
from  a  geographical  perspective, 
would  reflect  several  traditions 
or  incidents  in  the  areas  covered 
by  the  new  synod  (North  Caro- 
lina, Virginia,  Maryland,  the 
District  of  Columbia,  Delaware, 
and  a  small  part  of  West 
Virginia.) 

This  choice  "picks  up  the 
background  of  the  Delaware 
gentleman  who  rode  at  break- 
neck speed  for  two  days  to  get  to 
Philadelphia  to  cast  his  vote  for 
the  Declaration  of  Indepen- 
dence," the  committee  said.  Ms. 
Smith  added  that  this  event  was 
very  important  because  his  vote 
was  decisive  in  the  adoption  of 
the  Declaration. 

In  addition,  the  name  reflects 
the  "crisscrossing  of  North 
Carolina  and  Virginia  by  Gen- 
erals [Nathaniel]  Greene  and 
[George]  Washington  en  route  to 
Yorktown  and  the  surrender  of 
the  British/  ' 

The  name  also  calls  to  mind 
the  routes  of  the  19th-century 
underground  railroad  moving 
slaves  to  freedom,  and  "the  dus- 
ty and  bloody  trails  that  led  to 
Appomattox  [and]  moved  the 
people  of  this  country  toward 
freedom:  emancipation  from 
slavery  for  blacks  and  liberation 
for  whites  from  an  economic 
order  and  social  strata  that  kept 


them  less  than  free,"  the  com- 
mittee said. 

The  Synod  of  Makemie,  from 
the  historical  perspective,  honors 
Francis  Makemie,  a  Presbyterian 
missionary  from  Ireland  who  ar- 
rived in  America  in  1683.  He  or- 
ganized churches  along  the  east- 
ern seaboard,  from  Maryland  to 
Charleston,  S.C. 

In  1706,  Makemie  helped  found 
the  first  presbytery  in  America, 
and  he  was  elected  its  first  mo- 
derator. He  has  been  called  the 
founder  of  Presbyterians  in 
America. 

"In  this  the  bicentennial  year 
of  our  denomination,  we  remem- 
ber him,"  the  committee  said. 

The  Synod  of  Reconciliation, 
from  a  theological  perspective, 
"reminds  us  of  God's  work  in 
the  world  and  the  work  among 
ourselves  that  is  needed,"  the 
committee  said.  "The  PCUS- 
UPCUSA  reunion  and  the  black- 
white  reconciliations  are  there  on 
paper,  but  a  major  continuing 
task  of  the  new  synod  is  to  con- 
tinue to  employ  the  grace  of  God 
to  enable  us  to  break  down  the 
residual  walls  that  yet  divide  us. 

"The  name  reminds  us  of  our 
unfinished  business  and  also  of 
the  source  of  our  healing  and 
renewal." 

Committee  members  were 
Louise  Jenkins  of  Wilson,  N.C, 
Bruce  Harvey  of  Alta  Vista,  Va., 

See  3  CHOICES,  page  2 


General  outline  of  synod 
structure,  staff  emerges 


The  new  synod's  Structural 
Design  and  Staffing  Rationale 
Committee  has  prepared  se- 
veral drafts  of  a  report  on 
programs  and  staff. 

It  will  report  to  the  organi- 
zational meeting  of  Synod  D 
at  the  end  of  February.  The 
committee  will  meet  in  early 
February  to  refine  its  report. 
The  group  sent  an  earlier  draft 
to  presbyteries  within  the  new 
synod  in  December,  seeking 
comments  as  it  continued  to 
refine  the  report. 

Since  the  report  will  possi- 
bly undergo  further  revision 
in  light  of  comments,  it  is  not 
ready  for  release  yet,  but  it  is 
possible  to  discuss  some  of  its 
general  concerns. 

The  report  proposes  com- 
mittees dealing  with  varied 
ministries  and  issues,  and  it 
proposes  staff  to  deal  specifi- 
cally with  some  of  those.  How 
much  staff  and  exactly  what 
responsiblities  they  will  have 
depends  on  budget  and  on  the 
executive  of  the  new  synod,  and 
so  will  not  be  finally  known  for 
some  time. 

The  new  synod  would  have 
a  coordinating  council,  over- 
seeing its  own  committees  and 


program  committees  of  the 
synod.  Ministries,  either  of 
the  synod  or  in  partnership 
with  presbyteries,  would  in 
general  include  such  ones  as 
institutional  support,  counsel- 
ing, racial  and  ethnic  minis- 
tries, ecumenism,  social 
justice,  men's  and  women's 
issues,  education,  church  de- 
velopment, evangelism,  small 
churches,  hunger,  congrega- 
tional nurture,  and  outdoor 
ministries. 

The  council  would  likely 
have  around  30  members. 

As  the  synod  begins,  staff 
people  would  likely  address 
such  concerns  as  Finance  and 
stewardship  development, 
communication  and  partner- 
ship, racial  and  ethnic  minis- 
tries, and  various  synod 
ministries. 

•Ultimately,  the  synod  staff 
might  expand  so  that  church 
development,  ecumenical  and 
social  concerns,  camps,  con- 
ferences, counseling  minis- 
tries, and  institutional  sup- 
port, which  will  be  addressed 
by  the  synod's  staff  from  the 
beginning,  will  re 
detailed  attention. 
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2  more  moderator 
candidates  endorsed 

Two  more  candidates  for 
moderator  of  the  General 
Assembly  have  been  endorsed 
by  their  presbyteries.  They  are 
the  Rev.  Roy  H.  Zuefeldt,  a 
pastor  in  Abilene,  Tex.,  and 
the  Rev.  James  Spalding,  a 
religion  professor  at  the 
University  of  Iowa. 

They  join  three  other  can- 
didates, all  pastors:  Juventino 
R.  Ballesteros,  C.  Kenneth 
Hall,  and  James  R.  Struthers. 

College  president 
to  chair  study 

The  president  of  Warren 
Wilson  College,  Dr.  John 
Cary,  has  been  named  by 
Moderator  of  the  General 
Assembly  Isabel  Rogers  to 
chair  a  Task  Force  on  a  Study 
of  Human  Sexuality.  Last 
year's  General  Assembly  re- 
quested such  a  study. 

The  group,  which  has  15 
members,  held  its  first 
meeting  in  Atlanta  this 
month. 

Donated  clothing  to 
be  collected  in  Feb. 

Two  trucks  from  the 
Church  World  Service 
Clothing  Center  will  pick  up 
bo"s  filled  with  donated 
clothing  and  other  items  from 
designated  "depot"  churches 
acress  North  Carolina  the 
week  of  Feb.  29. 

Information  on  participa- 
tion and  a  list  of  "depot" 
churches,  many  Presbyterian, 
is  available  from  Dilys  Hale, 
1006  Lamond  Ave.,  Durham, 
N.C.  27701  (919-668-3843). 

Quartet  plays  for 
jazz  worship  service 

West  Raleigh  Church  held 
a  jazz  worship  service  Sunday, 
Dec.  13,  featuring  a  jazz 
quartet.  Providing  the  music 
were  Jim  Ketch,  Cecil 
Johnson,  Ed  Paolantonio, 
and  Ben  Seawell. 
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The  staff  of  the  1988  North  Carolina 
Presbyterian  Women's  Conference  includes, 
from  left  to  right: 

First  row:  Ruth  Cowan,  assistant  conference 
director;  Jeanette  Shoemaker,  publicity  direc- 
tor; Floride  Martin,  literature  director;  Janice 
Stowe,  assistant  editor;  Ann  Warner,  business 
manager;  and  Elizabeth  McAnnally,  assistant 
hostess. 


Second  row:  Peggy  Grissett,  conference 
director;  Rose  Gardner,  assistant  literature 
director;  Nancy  Darter,  hostess;  Linda 
Schrock,  editor;  Ruth  Shuler,  registrar;  and 
Sarah  Washam,  moderator  of  the  Synod  of 
North  Carolina's  women's  committee. 

Not  shown  are  Edith  Home,  assistant 
business  manager,  and  Vivian  Gardner,  assis- 
tant publicity  director. 


Brueggemann  to  speak  at 
Women's  Conference  in  June 


Dr.  Walter  Brueggemann  will 
be  platform  Bible  teacher  at  the 
1988  North  Carolina  Presbyter- 
ian Women's  Conference,  the 
last  conference  organized  by  the 
Women  of  the  Synod  of  North 
Carolina.  Women  can  attend 
either  of  two  identical  sessions, 
June  5-8  and  8-11,  both  at 
Montreat. 

The  Bible  study  will  be  that  of 
Presbyterian  Women  in  1988-89, 
"Crisis  as  Opportunity,"  a  study 
of  Elijah. 

Evening  speakers  in  addition 
to  Brueggemann  will  be  Dr.  Paul 
T.  Eckel,  the  Rev.  Joan  Salmon 
Campbell,  and  the  Rev.  Victor 
M.  Wilson.  All  speakers  will  also 
conduct  workshops  at  the  con- 


Hungarian 
couple  visits 
presbyteries 

A  couple  from  the  Reform- 
ed Church  of  Hungary  who 
are  serving  for  one  year  as  ad- 
junct staff  of  the  Presbyterian 
Peacemaking  Program  will 
visit  several  presbyteries  in 
North  Carolina  and  Virginia 
in  February  and  March.  The 
Rev.  Tibor  and  Kati  Bartha  are 
discussing  church  life  in 
Hungary  and  the  Reformed 
Church's  peacemaking  efforts 
there. 

In  Virginia,  they  will  visit 
Norfolk  Presbytery  Feb. 
13-15,  Fincastle  Presbytery 
Feb.  16-18,  and  Hanover 
Presbytery  Feb.  19-21. 

In  North  Carolina,  they  will 
visit  Mecklenburg  and  Cataw- 
ba Presbyteries  Feb.  22-24, 
Concord  and  Yadkin  Presby- 
teries Feb.  25-27,  Orange 
Presbytery  Feb.  28-March  2, 
and  Asheville  Presbytery 
March  3-6. 

Dr.  Tibor  Bartha,  43,  has 
served  as  a  pastor  and  pro- 
fessor in  Hungary.  He  studied 
theology  at  the  Reformed 
Theological  Academy  in  De- 
brecen, Hungary,  Fried- 
rich-Alexander  University  in 
Germany,  and  Cambridge 
University  in  England. 

Since  1981,  Bartha  has  been 
pastor  of  the  Reformed 
church  in  Szeged  and  pro- 
fessor at  the  seminary  in 
Budapest. 

Kati  Barthan  studied 
theology  in  Debrecen  and 
Budapest  and  has  worked  in 
a  church-run  retirement  home 
and  as  an  assistant  pastor. 


ference. 

Workshops  include  training 
sessions  on  the  new  Presbyterian 
Women  organization.  In  addi- 
tion, spiritural-enrichment 
classes  will  address  team- 
building,  prayer,  personal  devo- 
tional life  and  personal  Bible 
study,  and  other  subjects. 

The  conference  offers  "an  op- 
portunity for  the  women  to 
escape  from  their  everyday 
world — to  experience  the  joy  of 
renewing  old  friendships,  make 
new  ones,  [have]  an  opportunity 
to  study  and  develop  a  deeper 
understanding  of  the  Bible,  and 
(have)  time  to  meditate  and 
renew  the  spirit,"  said  a 
representative  of  organizers. 


The  conference  is  the  76th 
organized  by  the  women  of  the 
Synod  of  North  Carolina.  The 
Presbyterian  Women  of  Synod  D 
will  sponsor  any  future  confer- 
ences. 

Registration  forms  are  avail- 
able from  Women  of  the  Church 
presidents,  United  Presbyterian 
Women  presidents,  or  Ruth 
Shuler,  30  S.  Country  Club 
Lanes,  Cullowhee,  N.C.  28723. 

For  housing,  contact  one  of 
these  Montreat  facilities: 
Assembly  Inn  (704-669-2911), 
William  Black  Lodge 
(704-669-6314),  or  the  dorms  of 
Montreat-Anderson  College 
(704-669-8011). 


Group  seeks  to  strengthen 
denomination's  small  churches 


Two  North  Carolinians  serve 
on  a  national  Presbyterian  group 
planning  ways  to  strengthen 
small  churches.  Virginia  Couch 
of  Winston-Salem  and  the  Rev. 
Jeffrey  Smith  of  Sanford  serve 
on  Partners  in  Small  Church 
Strategy,  which  has  held  two 
meetings  since  its  organization. 

Ms.  Couch  attended  the  most 
recent  meeting  in  November; 
Smith  was  unable  to  attend 
because  of  illness. 

The  General  Assembly  estab- 


lished the  committee  in  1986, 
acting  on  an  overture  and  two 
commissioners'  resolutions.  The 
group's  first  meeting  was  in 
Texas  last  May,  when  it  addressed 
such  issues  as  developing  lay 
leaders,  encouraging  better  pre- 
paration of  pastors  for  small 
churches,  and  increasing  partic- 
ipation of  people  from  small 
churches  in  the  church  as  a  whole. 

The  committee  defines  small 
church  as  one  with  250  or  fewer 
members. 


Sexton  honored  when 
building  named  after  him 


An  unusual  honor  will  come  to 
a  Concord  man  when  First 
Church  there  names  a  planned 
educational  and  fellowship 
building  for  the  church's  sexton 
of  58  years,  Will  Young.  The 
congregation  will  start  raising 
funds  for  the  building  in  March; 
it  will  cost  more  than  $2  million. 

Young  is  82  and  has  worked 
for  the  church  since  1929.  He 
"lives  out  and  is  the  clearest 
example  there  is  of  service,"  the 
church's  pastor,  the  Rev.  James 
B.  Holderness,  told  The  Concord 
Tribune.  Young  "has  showed 
forth  a  kind  of  humility  and 
greatness  through  service  that  is 
at  the  heart  of  any  understanding 
of  the  gospel  of  Jesus  Christ," 
Holderness  said. 

Young  told  the  Tribune  he 
could  not  find  words  to  express 
his  appreciation.  "It's  unbeliev- 

3  choices  proposed  for 

Continued  from  page  1   


able  that  the  people  thought  so 
much  of  me  that  they  would 
build  a  building  in  honor  of 
me,"  he  said. 

He  was  25  when  he  began 
working  at  odd  jobs  for  the 
church  after  being  laid  off  from 
a  previous  job.  After  about  a 
month,  the  church  hired  him  as 
sexton.  He  still  works  five  days 
a  week,  as  well  as  every  other 
Sunday. 

The  Will  Young  Building  will 
contain  three  stories,  with  the 
first  floor  dedicated  to  use  as  a 
fellowship  hall  holding  about  250 
people.  The  second  and  third 
floors  will  be  for  church  educa- 
tion, from  nursery  age  through 
high  school. 

The  church  intends  to  honor 
Young  and  emphasize  the  Chris- 
tian trait  of  servanthood  by  nam- 
ing the  building  after  him. 

new  synod 


Students 

oppose 

apartheid 


Students  in  a  class  on  South 
Africa  at  St.  Andrews  Presbyter- 
ian College  see  apartheid  as  a 
heresy,  and  they  have  taken  sym- 
bolic steps  against  it.  They 
organized  a  petition  and  got 
more, than  half  of  the  college's 
students,  about  400,  to  sign  it; 
they  sent  it  to  the  South  African 
embassy  in  Washington,  D.C. 

They  also  collected  some  60 
keys  to  send.  The  petition  and 
keys  are  part  of  a  national  cam-, 
paign  called  "Unlock  Apar- 
theid's Jails,"  organized  by  ac- 
tor Bill  Cosby  and  the  U.S.  Con- 
ference of  Mayors. 

The  Rev.  Robert  Martin  Jr. 
teaches  the  class;  he  is  also  cam- 
pus minister  at  St.  Andrews.  "I 
certainly  encourage  this  type  of 
activism,"  he  said.  "I'm  en- 
couraging wisdom;  when  these 
students  put  together  what  they 
know  with  what  they  feel  they  ar- 
rive at  a  wisdom  that  is  more 
than  simply  writing  reactionary 
letters." 

One  member  of  the  class  said 
he  sees  the  symbolic  gesture  of 
the  keys  and  the  petition  as  im- 
portant. A  non-white  American 
citizen,  he  was  treated  once  as  a 
child  by  a  South  African  hospital 
only  after  being  designated  an 
"nonary  white." 

He  said  the  people  he  met  in 
South  Africa  accepted  him  and 
did  not  mistreat  him.  "It's  the 
government  that  has  the  policy 
of  oppressing  the  majority  of 
South  Africans  because  of  the 
color  of  their  skin,"  he  said. 

The  petition,  addressed  to 
President  P.W.  Botha  of  South 
Africa,  reads:  "We  the  under- 
signed are  united  by  the  hope 
that  all  political  prisoners  and  de- 
tainees will  be  released  with 
speed.  We  send  our  signatures 
and  keys  as  a  symbol  of  our  con- 
cern and  we  hope  that  through 
our  gestures  the  system  of  apar- 
theid and  the  practice  of  ar- 
resting those  who  oppose  it  will 
end." 

The  petition  demands  that 
Botha  immediately  release  all 
political  prisoners  and  detainees. 

Nelson  proposed 
as  new 
stated  clerk 


Former  Moderator  of  the 
General  Assembly  Harriet 
Nelson  has  been  endorsed  as  a 
candidate  for  the  office  of  stated 
clerk  by  the  Presbytery  of  the 
Redwoods. 

"A  presbytery  endorsement  is 
not  necessary  for  this  position, 
but  we  wanted  strongly  to  affirm 
her  as  a  candidate,"  said  the 
Rev.  Frank  White,  executive 
presbyter,  following  the  action  at 
the  presbytery's  November  meet- 
ing. 

The  term  of  Stated  Clerk 
James  E.  Andrews  expires  in 
June,  when  the  General  Assem- 
bly will  vote  on  the  next  stated 
clerk.  Andrews  is  eligible  for 
another  term;  he  has  not  an- 
nounced whether  he  will  seek  one. 
The  term  is  for  four  years. 


Susan  Holderness  of  Columbia, 
Md. .Thomas  Vinson  of  Mebane, 


Deadline 

The  deadline  for  receiving  both 
ads  and  material  contributed  for 

N.C,  and  Ms.  Smith,  who  is       eacn'month"6  **  Wednesday  of 
from  Laurmburg,  N.C.  ,  L_________ 


Christian  Caring 
Can  Work 
Wonders 


...It  Takes 

A  Good  Strong  Foundation 

Take  positive  action  to  im- 
prove the  quality  of  life  for 
others.  It  gives  a  feeling  of 
satisfaction  that's  hard  to 
match. 

You  make  the  difference. 
Many  opportunities  to 
show  your  concern  are 
available  through  Deferred 
Giving  Plans  from  the 
Presbyterian  Church 
(U.SA)  Foundation. 

You  can  receive  a  guaran- 
teed income  for  life,  and 
may  receive  certain  tax  ad- 
vantages. Above  all,  you 
assure  that  your  steward- 
ship goes  on  forever. 

What  more  can  you  ask? 
Complete  information  on 
the  six  plans  available. 
Write  today.  Presbyterian 
Church  (U.S.A.)  Foundation, 
3 1 2  West  TVade  Street,  Suite 
400,  Charlotte, 
NC  28202. 


Presbyterian  Church 
(U.S.A.)  Foundation 


New  York.  New  York  Charlotte.  North  Carolina 
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Opportunities  for  Synod  D  lay  ahead  in  new  year 


This  is  the  first  column  of  the  New 
Year  and  the  first  that  I  have  written  as 
a  staff  member  of  the  Synod  "D."  So 
with  a  tip  of  the  hat  to  Synod  of  North 
Carolina  as  it  drops  over  the  horizon, 
we  look  forward  to  the  opportunities 
which  lie  ahead. 

Synod  "D"  will  meet  February  29, 
March  1  at  the  Sheraton  University  Inn 
in  Durham.  Meeting  at  this  time  of  the 
year  prevented  our  meeting  at  colleges 
and  most  conference  centers,  so  the 
committee  had  to  bargain  for  adequate 
facilities  at  reasonable  cost,  and,  I 
believe,  has  done  a  good  job. 

To  "test  it  out"  we  had  our  staff 
Christmas  lunch  there  and  were  very 
pleased.  Much  credit  goes  to  Diane 
Austin  and  Bill  Amey  of  our  office  for 
work  on  details. 

The  Planning  Committee  for  the 
meeting,  chaired  by  Z.N.  Holler,  met 
here  in  early  January,  and  plans  are 
developing  well  for  what  should  be  a 
good  start  for  the  new  synod. 

Just  before  Christmas  there  was  a 
meeting  of  the  Planning  Committee  for 
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the  Churchwide  Administrative  Coor- 
dinating Cabinet  which  brought  David 
Stoner,  the  new  executive  of  the  General 
Assembly  Council,  from  Louisville; 
Donald  Black,  the  interim  executive, 
from  New  York;  and  Hal  Byers,  former 
synod  executive,  from  Atlanta.  Another 
member  was  absent.  I  was  proud  to 
show  off  the  synod  offices  to  some  of 
the  "top  brass"  of  the  denomination. 

The  last  issue  of  the  paper  carried  the 
news  that  Claude  Godwin  is  joining  the 
General  Assembly  staff  in  Louisville. 
Although  he  has  been  technically  a 
General  Assembly  employee  all  along, 
he  has  been,  in  fact,  a  valued  member 


of  our  staff  and  a  personal  friend  as 
well. 

His  was  the  head  off  which  I  bounced 
ideas  most  often.  His  judgment,  his  con- 
cern for  people,  his  understanding  of 
finances,  and  his  willingness  to  work  on 
a  job  until  it  was  done  right  have  been 
star  qualities  in  my  book,  and  I  believe 
he  is  going  into  exactly  the  right  posi- 
tion. If  all  General  Assembly  employees 
are  of  his  caliber  and  as  well  suited  to 
positions  as  he  is,  we  may  have  great  op- 
timism about  the  future  of  the  Church. 

Fortunately,  he  will  be  with  us  for  a 
few  more  months  until  office  space  is 
available  at  headquarters,  but  he  has 
already  taken  up  his  new  duties. 

So,  it  is  "Hail  and  Farewell"  to 
Claude  and  to  Tyrone  Burkette  —  and 
"Welcome"  to  Lowelle  Simms,  the 
transitional  synod  executive. 

For  Christmas  we  went  by  Virginia 
Beach  to  see  our  son's  family  there,  then 
on  to  Boston  for  the  holidays  with  our 
daughter's  family.  Our  other  son  from 
New  York  joined  us,  and  our  daughter's 
family  here  in  Raleigh  went  to  South 


Carolina  to  see  the  in-laws. 

In  Boston  we  had  eight  inches  of 
snow,  a  joyful  Christmas,  saw  a  splen- 
did production  of  Shakespeare's  The 
Winter's  Tale  —  but  hardly  up  to  the 
grandchildren's  performances  in  Christ- 
mas programs!! 

We  attended  worship  at  Needham, 
where  Lloyd  Illingworth  is  pastor  and 
a  warm  friend.  Another  Sunday  found 
us  at  Coles ville,  Maryland,  where  Bruce 
Bowen  is  pastor  and  where  we  visited 
long-time  friends  Bob  and  Ruth  Wales. 

Bob  has  been  with  space  science  put- 
ting up  satellites  for  some  years  now.  He 
was  at  one  time  much  involved  in  the 
Synod  of  the  Chesapeake,  which  later 
merged  with  Catawba  to  become  the 
Synod  of  the  Piedmont.  Now  they  are 
in  Synod  "D"  along  with  us.  So,  we 
shake  hands  on  our  new  relationships. 

I  suspect  many  of  us  will  renew 
friendships  across  Maryland,  Delaware, 
District  of  Columbia,  parts  of  West 
Virginia,  and  Virginia  in  the  days  which 
lie  ahead. 


Readers'  Forum  welcomes  letters 


The  Presbyterian  News  welcomes  let- 
ters to  the  editor.  Please  keep  your  let- 
ter brief,  one  page  or  less,  and  confine 


it  to  one  topic.  We  reserve  the  right  to 
edit  for  space. 


Recording  your  spiritual 
journey  has  real  value 


In  a  recent  reading  I  came  across 
what  I  considered  to  be  a  good  idea. 
It  was  suggested  to  record  a  list  of 
words  which  conceptualize  a  particular 
concern,  problem,  or  possibility  which 
you  have  been  preoccupied  with.  This 
"good  idea"  was  not  new  to  me,  but 
this  time  I  put  it  into  action  with  some 
modification. 

There  is  psychological  and  spiritual 
value  in  writing  out  our  concerns,  first 
because  we  are  forced  to  own  them  in 
a  tangible  way.  Second,  the  visualiza- 
tion assists  our  conscious  and  sub- 
conscious to  get  a  better  grip  on  them 
—  allowing  some  form  of  resolution  to 
take  place  from  inner  powers. 

We  are  reminded  throughout  the 
Gospel  that  the  Spirit  of  God  is  within 
us.  In  the  Spirit  is  the  power  to  solve 
riddles  and  put  together  the  most  com- 
plex puzzles  and  even  to  work  medical 
miracles,  if  we  allow  the  Spirit  to  do 
its  work.  Before  Jesus  healed,  he 
asked,  "Do  you  believe?"  If  we  believe 
something  to  be  possible  —  it  becomes 
possible;  and  our  inner  energy  will 
direct  us  toward  making  a  possibility 
into  a  reality. 

Here  are  some  of  the  words  that  I 
recorded  and  dwelt  upon  during  the 
course  of  the  last  several  weeks: 
forgiveness  —  choice  —  change  —  pa- 
tience —  recovery  —  tenacious  —  tran- 
sition —  waiting  —  catapult  —  work- 
ing. Wording  then  developed  into 
phrasing:  "Pay  attention"  —  "Stay  on 
top  of  things"  —  "Do  it  today"  — 
"Stay  on  the  track."  The  acts  of  re- 
cording and  dwelling  upon  these  words 
and  phrases  caused  me  to  "wrestle" 
with  some  issues  in  a  more  tangible 
way. 

Some  religious  traditions  relied  upon 
an  oral  tradition  to  wrestle  with  and 
transmit  great  theological  issues  and 
concerns.  The  early  Christians  con- 
veyed the  Gospel  orally  until  the 
evangelist,  Mark,  decided  to  collect 
and  record  the  story  and  sayings  of 
Jesus  some  35  to  40  years  after  his 
death.  The  written  story  had  a  pro- 
found effect  upon  the  course  of  events 
of  Christianity. 

I  believe  the  recording  of  private 
concerns  can  have  a  beneficial  effect 
upon  the  individual  and  potentially 
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others.  The  apostle,  Paul,  who  wrote 
more  books  in  the  Bible  than  any  other 
author,  benefited  from  his  own  record- 
ings as  well  as  the  congregations  he  was 
writing  —  plus,  untold  millions  of 
others  are  continuously  renewed  as  a 
result  of  his  recordings. 

"Maintain  a  journal,"  the  late  Dr. 
Howard  Thurman  said  to  a  small  semi- 
nar group  in  which  I  was  a  participant. 
It  was  one  of  the  best  pieces  of  advice 
I  was  ever  given.  He  also  suggested  we 
read  Leaves  from  a  Secret  Journal 
(Prinit  Press,  Dublin,  Tenn.  47335), 
first  published  in  1926.  The  book  is  a 
journal  of  Jane  Steger's  inner  adven- 
turesome spiritual  life.  She  was  an  in- 
valid who  lived  in  Virginia.  Dr.  Thur- 
man said  about  her  book,  "My  spirit 
has  been  companioned  by  the  secrets 
which  her  journey  whispers  to  my 
journey."  Ditto  for  me. 

A  journal  is  a  private  place  where 
you  can  share  secrets  with  yourself, 
record  riddles  from  dreams,  transform 
rage  and  negative  energy  into  spiritual 
dividends.  Jane  Steger  had  no  idea  her 
secrets  would  benefit  so  many.  She  was 
a  spiritual  giant  —  partly  because  she 
recorded  her  inner  journey. 

All  journeys  are  private  —  yet  com- 
mon to  all. 


In  a  way  related  is  a  passage  from 
Howard  Thurman's  book  Meditations 
of  the  Heart: 

There  is  in  every  person  an  inward 
sea,  and  in  that  sea  there  is  an  island 
and  on  that  island  there  is  an  altar  and 
standing  guard  before  that  altar  is  the 
"angel  with  the  flaming  sword."  No- 
thing can  get  by  that  angel  to  be  placed 
upon  that  altar  unless  it  has  the  mark 
of  your  inner  authority.  Nothing 
passes  "the  angel  with  the  flaming 
sword"  to  be  placed  upon  your  altar 
unless  it  be  a  part  of  "the  fluid  area 
of  your  consent."  This  is  your  crucial 
link  with  the  Eternal. 


'Demon  possession'  draws 
special  concern  today 


Luke  7:18-23 
"Are  you  the  one?" 

Chapter  seven  of  Luke's  gospel  is  a 
record  of  the  time  John  the  Baptist 
sent  two  of  his  disciples  to  Jesus  with 
the  question,  "Are  you  the  one  who  is 
to  come  or  shall  we  look  for  another?" 
Evidently  John  had  not  known  about 
the  things  that  Jesus  was  doing,  or  else 
that  was  not  his  idea  of  what  the  long 
looked-for  Messiah  was  to  do. 

Remember  that  John  was  the  one 
who,  at  the  baptism  of  Jesus,  had  seen 
the  Spirit  descending  on  Jesus  and  had 
heard,  "This  is  the  son  of  God."  But 
John  evidently  needed  to  be  assured 
that  the  sort  of  thing  Jesus  was  doing 
was  the  sort  of  thing  that  was  God's 
will  for  the  Messiah  to  do. 

Healing  "evil  spirits" 

Jesus'  answer  to  the  disciples  who 
had  come  with  the  question  from  John 
the  Baptist  was  to  tell  them  to  tell  John 
of  the  healing  ministry  they  actually 
witnessed.  "In  that  hour  he  cured 
many  of  diseases  and  plagues  and  evil 
spirits  and  on  many  that  were  blind  he 
bestowed  sight.  He  answered  them, 
'Go  and  tell  John  what  you  have  seen 
and  heard.'  " 

I  believe  I  see  a  number  of  reasons 
why  just  now  we  need  to  lay  special 
emphasis  upon  the  healing  of  what  is 
here  described  as  "evil  spirits"  or 
demon  possession.  In  every  age  we  are 
interested  in  all  the  kinds  of  healing 
witnessed  to  in  Jesus,  but  it  seems  to 
me  that  we  have  a  special  concern  in 
our  day  for  that  type  of  illness  de- 
scribed here  as  "evil  spirits." 

In  other  places  of  the  New  Testa- 
ment it  is  "demon  possession."  We 
seem  to  have  heard  recently  of  that 
type  of  illness  included  more  on  TV. 
It  is  probably  true,  as  will  be  referred 
to  later,  that  we  do  not  use  terms  like 
"demon  possession"  much  in  our  day. 
And  most  people,  praise  be  to  God, 
have  not  experienced  that  sort  of 
illness. 

It  is  deeper  than  "feeling  blue"  or 
feeling  "depressed"  occasionally.  All 
of  us  know  about  that  level  of  ill  feel- 
ings. But  some,  probably  more  than 
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would  appear  to  a  superficial  observa- 
tion, also  know  low  moods  of  such  in- 
tensity that  the  mood  seems  to  assert 
a  power  of  its  own,  seems  to  have  in- 
vaded our  very  inmost  personality; 
seems  to  have  "possessed"  its  victim. 

Black  magic  and  superstition 

The  International  Standard  Bible 
Encyclopedia,  in  the  article  entitled 
"Demon,"  brings  together  some  il- 
lustrations from  scripture  which  set 
biblical  understanding  of  "demon 
possession"  clearly  apart  from  black 
magic  and  superstition. 

1)  In  the  Bible  such  possessions  are 
treated  as  an  illness  in  need  of  healing. 
2)  There  are  no  grotesque  materializa- 
tions, appearances,  and  disappear- 
ances. 3)  Emphasis  is  placed  upon  the 
moral  character  of  demons  and  their 
connection  with  the  ethical  disorders 
of  the  human  race.  4)  The  deliverance 
from  the  demons  does  not  depend 
upon  magic  rites  and  incantantions. 

Healing 

In  the  biblical  account,  there  is  no 
demon  possession  of  even  the  most 
severe  kind  that  is  not  subject  to  the 
healing  power  of  love  as  understood  in 
Jesus  Christ. 

Dr.  Kraemer  is  former  president  of 
the  Presbyterian  School  of  Christian 
Education,  a  former  moderator  of  the 
General  Assembly  of  the  Presby- 
terian Church  U.S.,  and  pastor 
emeritus  of  First  Presbyterian 
Church  of  Charlotte. 


Ethiopia  faces  famine 
again,  official  warns 

Ethopia  is  on  the  brink  of      Ethiopia  will  see  repeated 


a  major  famine  once  again,  an 
official  with  Church  World 
Service  said  in  late  December, 
and  he  expected  the  agency  to 
issue  an  appeal  for  emergency 
relief.  "There  is  every  evi- 
dence that  Ethiopia  is  once 
again  facing  a  very  serious 
famine  situation  that  will  af- 
fect about  five  million  people, 
primarily  in  the  northern  pro- 
vinces of  Tigray  and  Eritrea," 
said  Willis  H.  Logan,  director 
of  the  agency's  Africa  office. 

Logan  visited  Ethiopia  Dec. 
13-19. 

The  country  is  again  suffer- 
ing from  drought  in  1987-88, 
as  it  did  in  1984-85,  when  the 
massive  starvation  drew 
worldwide  attention.  Before 
the  latest  drought,  the  coun- 
try was  on  the  verge  of  recov- 
ering from  the  1984-85 
famine,  Logan  said.  "The 
Ethiopian  government  and 
non-governmental  organiza- 
tions have  put  substantial 
resources  into  rehabilitation 
programs,  especially  the  pro- 
vision of  seeds,  tools,  and 
oxen,"  he  said. 

Logan  also  said  that,  because 
of  its  structural  food  deficit, 


famines  unless  it  receives  sus- 
tained developmental  aid. 
"Even  if  Ethiopia  were  not 
experiencing  a  drought  in 
1987-88,  it  would  still  be  ex- 
periencing severe  food  short- 
ages because  it  simply  is  not  in 
a  position  to  produce  enough 
food  for  its  population." 

By  current  projections,  with- 
out sustained,  substantial 
developmental  assistance, 
Ethiopia  will  have  10  million 
people  it  will  be  unable  to  feed 
in  1990,  he  said. 

The  U.S.  government  has  re- 
sponded quickly  and  substan- 
tially to  the  current  drought, 
Logan  said,  but  it  remains 
adament  that  it  will  not  pro- 
vide developmental  aid  to  the 
country.  The  Ethiopian  govern- 
ment is  a  Marxist  regime. 

"Maybe  this  year  the  U.S. 
government  and  the  world 
community  will  get  the  mes- 
sage that  Ethiopia  needs 
development  assistance  if  the 
famine  cycle  is  to  be  broken," 
Logan  said. 

The  country  will  need  an  es- 
timated 1.4  million  tons  of 
food  in  1988,  of  which 
400,000  has  been  pledged. 
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No  support  for  N.  Ireland 
guidelines,  group  proposes 


A  Presbyterian  committee  has 
recommended  that  the  church 
not  support  a  specific  set  of 
guidelines  concerning  equal 
employment  in  Northern 
Ireland,  guidelines  other  chur- 
ches in  the  U.S.  have  asked  the 
Presbyterian  Church  (U.S.A.)  to 
support.  The  committee, 
however,  has  called  for  promo- 
tion of  opportunities  for  equal 
employment  in  Northern 
Ireland. 

Specifically,  the  guidelines  are 
known  as  the  MacBride  Prin- 
ciples, named  for  the  founder  of 
Amnesty  International,  Sean 
MacBride.  Other  churches  asked 
the  Mission  Responsibility 
through  Investment  Committee, 
the  Presbyterian  committee,  to 
recommend  support  for  stock- 
holder resolutions  in  American 
companies  operating  in  Northern 
Ireland.  Such  resolutions  ask  the 
companies  to  subscribe  to  the 
Principles,  which  deal  with  op- 
portunities for  employment  for 
Catholics  in  Northern  Ireland. 
Unemployment  among  Catholics 
there  is  double  that  of  Protestants. 

"At  first  glance,  the  Principles 
appear  to  address  a  straightfor- 
ward EEO  situation,"  the  com- 
mittee said  in  its  newsletter. 


'Wall  Street'  provokes  thought 
on  ethics,  money,  corruption 


Wall  Street  (Twentieth  Cen- 
tury Fox)  is  this  year's  most 
topical  film.  Director  Oliver 
Stone  (Platoon)  and  screenplay 
writer  Stanley  Weiser  have  fash- 
ioned a  thought-provoking  and 
fast-paced  morality  tale  that 
could  have  been  lifted  out  of  the 
headlines  of  the  financial  papers. 
Charlie  Sheen  stars  as  Bud  Fox, 
a  young  and  ambitious  stock- 
broker who  becomes  the  protege 
of  -multimillionaire  corporate 
raider  Gordon  Gekko,  played  to 
great  effect  by  Michael  Douglas. 
To  get  Gekko's  business  and  gain 
an  edge  on  the  competition,  Bud 
agrees  to  take  short  cuts  which  he 
knows  are  illegal. 

He  sets  up  an  insider's  circle, 
conducts  some  industrial- 
espionage  missions,  fronts 
buyouts,  and  begins  seeing 
himself  as  a  high  stakes  wheeler- 
dealer.  Bud  is  soon  the  golden 
boy  at  his  firm. 

His  father,  a  blue-collar  airline 
worker  (Martin  Sheen),  sees  right 
through  Gekko,  but  Bud  is  not 
dissuaded.  He  enjoys  all  the 
perks  his  mentor  has  promised, 
including  a  penthouse  condo  and 
a  relationship  with  a  jet  set  in- 
terior decorator  (Daryl  Hannah). 
Eventually  Gekko's  ruthless  side 
surfaces,  however,  and  Bud 
reveals  that  he  has  learned  some 
tricks  of  his  own  about  survival 
on  the  corporate  battlefield. 

The  Wall  Street  scene  depicted 
here  is  a  game  in  which  the 
players  can  get  very  rich  —  and 
they  can  also  be  corrupted. 
Hopefully,  the  film  will  help 
Americans  do  some  deep  think- 
ing about  ethics,  white-collar 
crime,  corporate  culture,  and  the 
moral  bankruptcy  behind  to- 
day's money  society. 

Repentance  (Cannon)  won  the 
Special  Jury  Grand  Prize  at  the 
Cannes  Film  Festival  and  has 
been  selected  as  the  official 
Soviet  entry  for  the  "Best 
Foreign  Film"  category  of  the 
Acadmey  Awards.  Completed  in 


1984,  this  political  parable  about 
the  evils  of  totalitarianism  set 
box-office  records  in  Moscow 
when  it  was  recently  released  in 
the  Soviet  Union. 

Avtandil  Makharadze  stars  as 
the  power-hungry  mayor  of  a 
small  Russian  town.  When  his 
dreams  of  establishing  a  workers' 
paradise  clash  with  the  tradi- 
tionalism of  some  Christians  and 
the  individuality  of  a  painter  and 
his  wife,  the  mayor  uses  cunning 
and  deceit  to  trample  them  into 
the  ground. 

Reviews 

After  the  mayor  dies,  the  ar- 
tistic couple's  daughter  defiles  his 
memory  by  digging  up  his 
corpse.  Members  of  his  family 
must  then  come  to  terms  with  his 
legacy  of  violence  and  hate. 

Director  Tengiz  Abuladze  uses 
malodrama,  satire,  and  sur- 
realism to  attack  the  malevolence 
of  dictators  who  profess  to  serve 
the  will  of  the  people  but  really 
desire  nothing  more  than  the 
rewards  of  raw  power.  Repen- 
tance celebrates  the  ethical  values 
of  religion  and  the  cultural  values 
of  art  as  alternatives  to  the 
dehumanizing  excesses  of  ty- 
ranny. Although  a  bit  too  didac- 
tic in  its  messages,  this  film  of- 
fers a  bold  critique  of  Stalinism 
in  Soviet  history. 

Books 

The     Homing     Spirit:  A 
Pilgrimage  of  the  Mind,  of  the 
Heart,  of  the  Soul 
by  John  S.  Dunne 
Crossroad,  132  pages,  $12.95 

In  this  book,  theologian  John 
S.  Dunne  uses  three  trips  to  Jeru- 
salem as  an  occasion  to  meditate 
on  the  quest  for  peace.  He  is 
awed  by  things  beyond  his 
mind's  comprehension  on  the 
first  visit.  In  a  pilgrimage  of  the 
heart,  he  comes  to  see  prayer  as 


a  vehicle  of  stillness.  In  a  journey 
of  the  soul,  loneliness  leads  him 
back  to  the  genuine  joys  of  life. 
Quotations  from  Franz  Kafka, 
Albert  Camus,  Dag  Hammarsk- 
jold,  and  Elie  Wiesel  help  clarify 
what  Dunne  means  by  embracing 
mystery. 

An  Agenda  for  the  21st  Century 
by  Rushworth  M.  Kidder 
The  MIT  Press,  203  pages, 
$16.95 

Christian  Science  Monitor  col- 
umnist Rushworth  M.  Kidder 
asked  22  of  the  world's  leading 
thinkers  this  question:  "What 
are  the  major  issues  which  will 
face  humanity  in  the  21st  cen- 
tury?" They  responded  by  citing 
the  arms  race,  overpopulation, 
the  environment,  the  North- 
South  gap,  education,  and 
morality. 

The  best  pieces  in  this  mind- 
stretching  book  are  by  Mortimer 
Adler  on  practical  wisdom, 
Sissela  Bok  on  principles,  Nor- 
man Cousins  on  wholeness,  and 
Carlos  Fuentes  on  grace. 

Living  Hungry  in  America 
by  Dr.  J.  Larry  Brown  and 
H.F.  Pizer 

Macmillan,  212  pages,  $18.95 

It  is  estimated  that  20  million 
United  States  citizens  go  hungry 
for  a  varying  number  of  days 
each  month.  These  figures  are 
from  a  three-year  study  publish- 
ed in  1985  by  the  Harvard  Physi- 
cian Task  Force  on  Hunger  in 
America. 

In  this  eye-opening  work,  Dr. 
J.  Larry  Brown,  chairman  of  the 
group,  and  H.F.  Pizer  tell  the 
stories  of  some  of  the  people  in 
rural  and  urban  areas  who  just 
don't  get  enough  to  eat. 

"Hunger  is  a  man-made  dis- 
ease that  can  be  cured,"  write  the 
authors,  who  call  upon  the  feder- 
al government  to  do  more. 

Copyright  1987  (Q  Cultural  Information 
Service  (CIStems,  Inc.).  Reprinted  by 
permission. 


"However,  the  Presbyterian 
Church  in  Ireland  has  expressed 
concern  about  the  Principles." 
The  committee  therefore  con- 
ducted an  in-depth  study  of  the 
issue. 

The  committee  called  support 
for  equality  of  opportunity  im- 
portant but  said  the  MacBride 
Principles  may  not  be  the  ap- 
propriate way  to  achieve  it.  The 
Principles  have  little  support  in 
Northern  Ireland,  the  committee 
said;  the  only  political  party  to 
endorse  them  is  Sinn  Fein,  the 
political  arm  of  the  Irish 
Republican  Army. 

In  addition,  MacBride  was  at 
one  time  a  leader  in  the  IRA, 
though  nearly  50  years  ago. 
These  conditions  "make  the 
MacBride  Principles  a  stumbling 
block  preventing  many  Pro- 
testants from  facing  the  need  for 
greater  equality  in  employment," 
the  committee  said.  Another 
point  is  the  fear  that  the  Prin- 
ciples will  deter  American  com- 
panies from  investing  in  Nor- 
thern Ireland,  where  the  need  for 
jobs  is  very  great,  the  committee 
said. 

Those  companies  can  lead  in 
setting  standards  preventing 
discrimination,  the  committee 


said,  and  so  it  will  communicate 
directly  with  leaders  of  25  U.S. 
companies  operating  in  Northern 
Ireland  on  the  church's  stand  on 
equal-employment  opportunity. 

Meanwhile,  it  does  not  recom- 
mend support  for  stockholder 
resolutions  advocating  adoption 
of  the  MacBride  Principles.  The 
committee  will  monitor  legisla- 
tion and  other  developments  to 
judge  progress  in  the  matter  in 
1988.  Churches  can  help  pro- 
mote the  opportunity  for  equal 
employment  in  Northern  Ireland 
by  supporting  governmental  in- 
itiatives there  to  strengthen 
legislation,  the  committee  said. 

A  copy  of  the  committee's 
report  is  available  from  the  Mis- 
sion Responsibility  through  In- 
vestment Committee,  475  River- 
side Drive,  Room  1020,  New 
York,  N.Y.  10115.  The  report 
costs  $1. 

The  committee  exists  to  help 
advance  the  church's  mission 
through  use  of  its  financial 
resources,  particularly  in  regard 
to  promoting  corporate  social 
responsibility.  The  committee 
helps  implement  the  General 
Assembly's  guidelines  on  invest- 
ment policies. 


Lenten  meditations  from  minority 
perspective  offered  in  booklet 


A  booklet  of  meditations 
for  Lent,  drawn  from  the  per- 
spective of  minority  churches, 
is  available  from  the  Consul- 
tation on  Church  Union,  to 
which  the  Presbyterian 
Church  (U.S.A.)  belongs.  En- 
titled Liberation  and  Unity, 
the  booklet  is  published  in  col- 
laboration with  the  African 
Methodist  Episcopal,  African 
Methodist  Episcopal  Zion, 
and  Christian  Methodist 
Episcopal  Churches. 

The  Lenten  booklet  is  now 
in  its  second  decade  of 
publication.  It  is  intended  to 
share  the  spirituality  of  a  wide 
variety  of  Christian  traditions. 
Christians  from  minority 
groups  write  the  booklet. 

Editor  is  the  Rev.  Michael 
E.  Livington,  director  of  ad- 


missions at  Princeton  Semi- 
nary. 

Lent  begins  Feb.  17  this 
year.  The  booklet  contains  47 
daily  devotional  readings  ap- 
propriate to  the  theme  and  the 
Lenten  season. 

Copies  are  available  from 
the  Consultation  on  Church 
Union,  Research  Park— 151 
Wall  St.,  Princeton,  N.J.  08540 
(telephone  609-921-7866),  for 
60  cents  per  copy,  plus  post- 
age. For  more  than  100  cop- 
ies, each  copy  costs  50  cents. 

Postage  costs  39  cents  for 
one  book,  56  cents  for  two 
books,  73  cents  for  three  to  10 
books,  and  90  cents  for  1 1  to 
20  books.  Orders  under  $10 
must  be  prepaid;  larger  orders 
may  be  billed. 
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Colleges  grapple  with  teaching  students  to  serve 


Davidson  task 
force  probes 
present,  future 

By  Muadi  Mukenge 

The  story  goes  that  in  the  ear- 
ly 1970s,  five  Davidson  freshmen 
made  a  pact  to  avoid  the  money- 
grubbing  rat  race  after  gradu- 
ation and  to  go  into  jobs  that 
would  somehow  benefit  their 
fellow  man.  They  did  it,  and  the 
tale  has  become  a  part  of  the 
Davidson  service  mythology. 

Now  the  college  is  trying  to 
figure  out  a  way  to  repeat  the 
success.  Like  dozens  of  Ameri- 
can colleges,  Davidson  is  sus- 
picious of  the  widespread  stereo- 
type of  today's  student  genera- 
tion —  that  they  are  more  con- 
cerned with  grade-point  averages 
and  job  offers  than  with  truth 
and  community.  So  for  this  aca- 
demic year,  a  19-member  task 
force  of  faculty,  students,  staff, 
and  community  members  is  study- 
ing the  issue.  Their  charge: 
measure  how  much  Davidson  peo- 
ple are  currently  involved  in  service 
and  determine  ways  to  make  im- 
provements. 

"Scholarship  and  servanthood" 
were  the  themes  of  President  John 
W.  Kuykendall's  inaugural  speech 
in  1984,  and  the  school's  current 
efforts  are  taking  place  with  his 
leadership.  It  was  time,  Kuyken- 
dall  said  three  years  ago,  to  con- 
centrate on  ways  to  educate  stu- 
dents about  their  duty  to  "serve 
the  welfare  and  virtue  of  the 
community." 

"You  can  be  a  competent  per- 
son vocationally  without  knowing 
anything  about  service,"  Kuyken- 
dall  says  today.  "You  can't  be  a 
full  and  fulfilled  human  being 
without  it.  Here  we  need  to  be 
more  creative  than  we  have  been 
in  other  areas  —  computers,  for 
example  —  because  here  students 
can  see  a  direct  impact  in  their 
lives.  But  you  don't  really  see  what 
self-fulfillment  and  leadership 
mean  until  you  participate  in 
service." 

Co-chaired  by  Dean  of  Students 
Will  Terry  and  Associate  Professor 
of  Economics  Clark  Ross,  the  task 
force  has  conducted  an  open  com- 
munity forum,  surveyed  faculty 
and  staff  members  to  measure  vol- 
untary service  activity,  and  de 


Queens  adds  required  freshmen 
service  internships  in  January 


Pholo  by  Bill  Giduz 


A  Church  Rural  Overseas  Project,  Walk  Against  World  Hunger, 
involving  Davidson  students. 


veloped  a  plan.  The  task  force  is 
expected  to  finish  its  study  in  the 
spring,  when  it  will  present  a 
report  to  the  board  of  trustees. 

Having  been  at  Davidson  for 
nine  years,  Ross  has  noticed  no 
change  in  commitment  to  service. 
"There  is  always  an  active  group," 
he  said,  "but  what  we  need  to  do 
is  to  broaden  Davidson's  offerings 
and  to  mobilize  inactive  students 
and  faculty." 

Student  participation  in  service 
is  currently  being  assessed  through 
a  survey  conducted  by  the  Student 
Government  Association.  Student 
leaders  say  a  range  of  service  pro- 
jects funded  by  student  fees  is 
regularly  conducted.  The  majori- 
ty of  these  projects  are  fund-raisers 
for  charities,  and  additional  pro- 
jects include  sponsoring  children  in 
underdeveloped  nations,  a  Big 
Brother/Sister  program,  can 
drives,  and  the  Special  Olympics. 

The  Y-Student  Service  Corps, 
the  student  service  organization  on 
campus,  offers  more  community- 
oriented  programs.  Students  tutor 
elementary  children,  pregnant 
teenagers,  and  adults;  a  group  on 
nuclear  awareness  sponsors 
forums  and  lecturers;  a  senior- 
citizens  program  matches  students 
with  elderly  members  of  the 
community. 

Faculty  and  staff  members  have 
received  a  task-force  survey  which 
seeks  to  measure  their  voluntary 
service  activity.  Ross  said  a  com- 
mitment to  service  is  already  a 
component  of  faculty  evaluation, 
yet  it  does  not  receive  as  much 
emphasis   as   teaching  and 


scholarly  research. 

The  task  force  is  also  investi- 
gating strategies  to  encourage  par- 
ticipation in  service.  They  include 
the  possibility  of  a  service  require- 
ment, full-  or  part-time  staff 
members  devoted  to  the  coordina- 
tion of  service  work,  service- 
related  work-study  programs, 
grants  for  service  and  summer 
study,  and  service-related  intern- 
ships for  academic  credit. 

Other  ideas  being  considered 
include  the  incorporation  of  ser- 
vice components  into  academic 
courses,  internships  with  church 
agencies,  social  and  educational 
work  in  underdeveloped  countries, 
inviting  prominent  humanitarians 
as  visiting  lecturers,  awarding 
more  service  honorary  degrees, 
and  raising  money  for  faculty 
research  abroad. 

Regardless  of  the  task  force's 
ultimate  recommendations,  some 
Davidson  leaders  hope  for  a  broad 
reinterpretation  of  the  way  the  col- 
lege approaches  the  idea  of  service. 

"We  sometimes  see  service  in 
terms  of  benevolence  and  charity 
instead  of  a  systematic  detailing  of 
the  issues  and  problems  confront- 
ing humanity,"  said  Kenneth  N. 
Wood,  director  of  the  careers  of- 
fice and  chairman  of  a  task-force 
subcommittee  on  developing  a  ser- 
vice philosophy.  "It  is  one  thing 
for  students  to  swing  hammers  and 
help  build  houses  for  people,  and 
it's  yet  another  for  them  to  under- 
stand the  economic  and  sociologi- 
cal implications  of  housing  in  the 
local,  regional,  national,  and  inter- 
national communities." 


By  Ann  Matthews 

Novelist  Walker  Percy  said, 
"You  can  make  all  A's  in  school 
and  flunk  life." 

Queens  College  is  making  sure 
its  students  are  adept  at  life  as  well 
as  classroom  knowledge.  As  a 
means  toward  this  end,  Queens  has 
arranged  for  the  entire  freshmen 
class  to  work  at  service  internships 
during  their  January  term. 

Freshmen  have  worked  for  three 
and  one-half  weeks  for  organiza- 
tions like  the  Salvation  Army, 
Florence  Crittenton  Services, 
Loaves  and  Fishes,  Crisis  Assist- 
ance Ministry,  or  Southminster. 
Twenty-two  Charlotte-Mecklenburg 
agencies  engaged  in  serving  the 
human  needs  of  the  community 
have  signed  up  for  the  program. 

Queens,  in  previous  years,  has 
encouraged  service  internships 
but  not  required  them.  The  Pro- 
fessional Institute,  recently 
organized  by  Queens'  vice- 
president  for  community  rela- 
tions Dr.  Clyda  S.  Rent,  initiated 
the  service-internship  require- 
ment. It  is  coordinated  by  Dr. 
Adele  Hagood-Hastings,  director 
of  the  Career  Center,  and  the 
Career  Center  staff. 

Freshmen  were  divided  into 
groups  of  six  and  placed  in  an 
agency  or  organization  serving 


disadvantaged  groups  after  being 
briefed  on  the  purpose  and 
characteristics  of  the  organiza- 
tion. Each  agency  appointed  a 
supervisor  to  guide  the  students 
and  help  evaluate  the  effec- 
tiveness of  the  experience. 

Explaining  the  purpose  of  ser- 
vice internships,  Dr.  Rent  said, 
"We  want  to  offer  an  opportuni- 
ty for  students  to  reach  out  into 
the  larger  community,  joining  in 
partnership  with  those  less  ad- 
vantaged; to  be  impressed  with 
the  moral  and  ethical  implica- 
tions of  life's  realities.  We  want 
to  increase  their  awareness  of  the 
needs  of  others  and  their  under- 
standing that  every  individual, 
no  matter  how  disadvantaged,  is 
worthwhile  and  can  make  a  con- 
tribution." 

Dr.  Rent  said  that  the  service- 
internship  program  will  develop 
a  student's  ethical  values,  which 
is  one  aspect  of  educating  the 
whole  person.  "Our  Queens  cur- 
riculum," she  said,  "is  based  on 
providing  each  student  with 
broad  academic  knowledge  of 
the  arts  and  sciences,  a  set  of 
ethical  values,  and  professional 
skills  for  a  successful  career.  We 
hope  to  use  the  Charlotte  com- 
munity as  an  off-campus  learn- 
ing laboratory." 


20  hymns  slated  for  church's 
new  hymnbook  listed  by  group 


Following  its  November 
meeting,  the  Presbyterian 
Church  (U.S.A.)'s  Hymnal 
Committee  released  a  list  of  20 
hymns  that  will  be  among  those 
included  in  the  new  hymnal,  pro- 
vided permissions  are  secured, 
Presbyterian  News  Service  re- 
ported. The  committee  has 
agreed  to  release  the  titles  of  20 
to  25  hymns  after  each  of  its 
meetings,  in  order  to  continue 
the  dialogue  with  the  church 
begun  at  the  hearings  held 
throughout  the  country. 

Hymns  listed  after  the  Fast 
meeting  include: 

"A  Mighty  Fortress  Is  Our 
God";  "Alleluia,  Sing  to  Jesus"; 
"Amazing  Grace";  "When  in 
Our  Music  God  Is  Glorified"; 


untary  service  activity,  and  de-    emphasis   as   teaching   and     national  communities."  Our  Music  God  Is  Glorified";  Foundation 

Daily  life  in  biblical  times  emerges  to  clearer  view 

Recent  excavations  in  Israel    Family  living  theological  institutions  in  Rich-    Greensboro.  In  particular,  the     March  25-2 


"Great  Is  Thy  Faithfulness"; 
"Go  Tell  It  on  the  Mountain." 

"Silent  Night";  "O  Praise  the 
Gracious  Power";  "I  Greet  Thee 
Who  My  Sure  Redeemer  Art"; 
"Jesus  Lay  in  Death's  Strong 
Bands";  "Come  Holy  Spirit, 
Our  Hearts  Inspire";  "Alleluia 
Give  Thanks";  "Let  Us  Talents 
and  Tongues  Employ." 

"God,  You  Spin  the  Whirling 
Planets";  "Crown  Him  with 
Many  Crowns";  "Good  Chris- 
tian Friends,  Rejoice,"  with  a 
word  change  from  "Good  Chris- 
tian Men,  Rejoice";  "Jesus 
Loves  Me";  "Abide  with  Me"; 
"The  Church's  One  Founda- 
tion," along  with  the  newer 
hymn,  "O  Christ  the  Great 
Foundation." 


Recent  excavations  in  Israel 
and  neighboring  countries  are 
giving  scholars  a  better  under- 
standing of  daily  life  in  biblical 
times,  and  four  distinguished  ar- 
chaeologists will  share  new  in- 
sights gleaned  from  their  conti- 
nuing work  in  the  Near  East  at 
a  Symposium  on  Biblical  Ar- 
chaeology on  Saturday,  January 
30,  at  the  North  Carolina 
Museum  of  Art  in  Raleigh. 

Speakers  and  their  topics  are 
William  Dever,  religious  prac- 
tices of  Old  Testament  Jews  liv- 
ing in  the  provinces,  where  they 
were  strongly  influenced  by  Ca- 
naanite  fertility  cults;  Lawrence 
Geraty,  customs  and  beliefs  of 
Israel's  neighbors  across  the  Jor- 
dan, such  as  Moabites  and  Am- 
monites; and  Carol  and  Eric 
Myers,  discoveries  at  Sepphoris, 
a  site  occupied  by  and  important 
to  Jews,  Romans,  and  Chris- 
tians. 

The  symposium  lasts  from 
9:15  a.m.  to  3:45  p.m.  and  costs 

$15. 


"Catch  the  spirit  of  Caring" 
will  be  the  theme  of  the  seventh 
annual  Art  of  Family  Living 
Seminar  sponsored  by  the 
Presbyterian  Counseling  Center 
of  Greensboro  on  Feb.  5-6. 
Featured  speaker  will  be  Dr. 
David  Ludwig,  professor  of 
psychology  at  Lenoir-Rhyne  Col- 
lege. Ludwig  is  a  minister  and  the 
author  of  numerous  professional 
articles  and  three  books. 

Ludwig  will  lecture  on  Friday 
night,  Feb.  5.  On  Saturday,  par- 
ticipants can  choose  from  nine 
workshops  led  by  professionals 
(9:30  a.m. -3:30  p.m.).  All  ses- 
sions will  be  at  First  Church  in 
Greensboro. 

For  information  on  the  cost 
and  other  matters,  call  the 
Presbyterian  Counseling  Center 
in  Greensboro  at  (919)  275-9324. 

Exploring  theological  education 

Two  Presbyterian  graduate 


theological  institutions  in  Rich- 
mond will  offer  a  Weekend  for 
Theological  Inquiry  Feb.  18-21. 
The  schools  are  Presbyterian 
School  of  Christian  Education 
and  Union  Seminary. 

The  three-day  orientation  will 
describe  the  programs  of  both 
schools  to  people  considering 
church  vocations.  Participants 
can  meet  faculty,  attend  classes, 
worship  together,  and  meet 
others  of  similar  interests. 

Registration  deadline  is  Feb.  4. 
For  additional  information,  con- 
tact Marian  E.  English,  PSCE, 
1205  Palmyra  Ave.,  Richmond, 
Va.  23227  (telephone  804-254-8041) 
or  Roger  A.  Nicholson,  Union 
Seminary,  3401  Brook  Rd., 
Richmond,  Va.  23227  (telephone 
804-355-0671). 

Women,  faith,  and  health  care 

A  conference  will  address 
issues  relating  to  Women,  Faith, 
and  Health  Care  Justice  on 
March  25-26  at  the  Presbyterian 
Church  of  the  Covenant  in 


Greensboro.  In  particular,  the 
issues  involve  such  problems  as 
nearly  one  third  of  the  state's 
people  being  uninsured  or  under- 
insured  for  health  care,  and 
many  do  not  discover  that  con- 
dition until  catastrophic  illness 
strikes. 

Sponsors  include  the  N.C. 
Council  of  Churches  Committee 
for  Equal  Rights,  Church 
Women  United,  the  Resource 
Center  for  Women  and  Ministry 
in  the  South,  and  N.C.  Fair 
Share.  The  United  Methodist 
Church  is  helping  fund  the 
meeting. 

Cost  is  $15.  For  more  infor- 
mation, contact  Women,  Faith, 
and  Health  Care  Justice,  200  E. 
Bessemer  Ave.,  Greensboro,  N.C. 
27401  (telephone  919-272-0844). 

New  Montreat  Conferences 

Montreat  Conference  Center 
will  add  six  new  conferences  in 
1988.  They  are: 

Toward  A  Christian  Under- 
standing of  the  Soviet  Union, 


March  25-28;  Stewardship  and 
Communications,  April  17-20; 
Arts  and  Theology,  May  23-27; 
Presbyterians  in  the  20th  Cen- 
tury, July  5-9;  Evangelism,  July 
10-15;  and  the  Montreat  Winter 
Festival,  with  skiing  and  other 
activities,  Dec.  27-29. 

For  more  information,  contact 
the  Montreat  Conference  Center, 
P.O.  Box  969,  Montreat,  N.C. 
28757  (telephone  704-669-291 1). 

Women  and  economic  justice 

The  four  women's  organiza- 
tions in  the  church  will  sponsor 
a  conference  on  Women  and 
Economic  Justice,  April  23-26  in 
Washington,  D.C.,  at  the  Area 
4-H  Center.  There  will  be 
keynote  speakers,  workshops, 
and  worship. 

Registration  is  $50;  room  and 
board  at  the  center  ranges  from 
$115  to  $185.  For  information, 
contact  Carmen  Lopez,  Room 
911,  Interchurch  Center,  475 
Riverside  Drive,  New  York,  N.Y. 
10115  (telephone  212-870-2953). 


Albemarle  couple 
are  houseparents 
in  home  for 
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The  DeBerrys 


Chris  and  Jamey  DeBerry  of 
Second  Church  in  Rocky  Mount 
have  accepted  staff  positions 
with  Grandfather  Home  for 
Children,  a  Presbyterian- 
affiliated  children's  home  serving 
abused  and  battered  children 
which  is  located  in  Banner  Elk. 

The  home,  which  currently 
houses  40  children  ranging  in  age 
from  8  to  17,  provides  a  safe  and 


loving  environment  and  attempts 
to  reunite  children  with  their 
birth  parents,  or  prepare  children 
for  adoption. 

The  DeBerrys  are  serving  as 
houseparents,  dealing  one-on- 
one  with  the  children,  and  living 
in  a  family  environment.  They 
also  have  three  children  of  their 
own,  Beverly,  Scott,  and  David. 


First  Williamston 
shares  at  Christmas 


Begun  in  1983,  the 
Williamston  Church  Christmas 
Sharing  Program  has  once  again 
helped  less  fortunate  families 
celebrate  Christmas.  This  year 
the  members  at  Williamston  First 
helped  35  children  and  24  adults. 

Financial  contributions  for 
Christmas  Sharing  '87  totaled 
$1,926.  In  addition  to  members 
raising  funds  for  the  program, 
more  than  20  people  helped  buy, 


wrap,  and  deliver  specific  gifts 
during  the  week  prior  to  Christ- 
mas. 

Gifts  received  this  year  include 
disposable  diapers  for  a  severely 
retarded  14-year-old  boy,  paid 
electricity  and  rent  bills,  gro- 
ceries, toys,  clothes,  and  shoes. 
Recipients  of  the  Christmas 
Sharing  '87  range  from  three 
months  to  101  years  old. 


Presbytery  Calendar 


FEBRUARY 

1  Presbytery  staff  meeting 

2  Committee  on  Ministry,  Greenville,  6  p.m. 
8-10  Synod  D  staff  cabinet  meeting  hosted  by 

Norfolk  Presbytery 
15  Church  Relations  Committee,  Greenville,  6  p.m. 

20  International  Mission  Conference,  10  a.m., 
Howard  Memorial  Church,  Tarboro 

21  International  Mission  Conference,  3  p.m., 
First  Church,  Goldsboro 

29-Mar.l  Synod  D  meets 

MARCH 

3  Committee  on  Ministry,  Greenville,  6  p.m. 
7  Personnel  Committee,  Farmville,  6  p.m. 

11-12  Certified  Lay  Preaching  Weekend 
17-18  Face-to-face 
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Two  churches  to  host  the 
'88  Mission  Conference 


Ten  missionaries  will  be  par- 
ticipating in  this  year's  Interna- 
tional Mission  Conference  spon- 
sored by  presbytery's  Sub- 
committee for  International 
Missions. 

Participants  in  the  conference 
are:  Tom  Stewart,  associate 
director  of  the  Medical  Benevo- 
lence Foundation,  an  agency 
cooperating  with  the  Presbyter- 
ian Church,  designed  to  provide 
support  to  medical  missionaries; 
Dr.  David  Seel  and  his  wife,  Mary 
Batchelor  Seel,  medical  mis- 
sionaries to  Korea  since  1953; 
John  Somerville  and  his  wife, 
Virginia  Bell  Somerville,  mis- 
sionaries to  Korea  since  1954; 
Donald  Williams  and  his  wife, 
Laura  Gordon  Williams,  mis- 
sionaries to  Brazil  for  37  years; 
William  Junkin  Jr.  and  his  wife, 
Jessie  McElroy  Junkin,  evan- 
gelistic missionaries  in  the  Orient 
for  41  years;  and  Dr.  David  Jen- 
kins, executive  director  of  the 
Outreach  Foundation,  a  Charlotte- 
based  agency  that  provides  fun- 
ding for  Presbyterian  evangelism 
and  overseas  missions. 

The  conference,  planned  for 
February  20  and  21,  is  being  held 
in  two  different  churches  so  that 
more  people  within  the  presby- 
tery can  attend. 

On  Saturday,  February  20, 
from  10:00  a.m.  until  1  p.m., 
Howard  Memorial  Church  in 
Tarboro  will  host  a  Missions  Fair 
which  will  include  informal  wor- 
ship, three  sessions  with  mis- 
sionaries which  can  be  chosen  by 
individual  participants,  and  a 
meal  and  time  for  informal  con- 
versation with  the  missionaries. 

On  Sunday,  February  21, 
from  3  p.m.  until  6  p.m.,  First 
Church  in  Goldsboro  will  host 
the  Missions  Fair,  and  the  mis- 
sionaries will  be  speaking  in 
morning  worship  services  in  the 
churches  who  are  sponsoring  the 
conference. 

The  registration  deadline  is 
February  12  and  the  cost  for  the 
conference  is  $3.00  per  person  to 
cover  the  cost  of  the  meal. 


Articles  sought 

Do  you  know  of  exciting  work 
going  on  in  Albemarle  Presby- 
tery? Articles  and  photographs 
may  be  submitted  to  Kathryn 
Muncie,  Rt.  1,  Box  302-A,  Fre- 
mont 27830.  (919)  237-3877. 


Name 


REGISTRATION  FORM: 
International  Mission  Conference 

 Phone  


Address 
Church 


1  (We)  will  attend  the  Mission  Fair  in: 

 Tarboro  at  Howard  Memorial,  Sat.,  Feb.  20,  10:00  a.m. 

 Goldsboro  at  First  Church,  Sun.,  Feb.  21,  3:00  p.m. 

Enclosed  is  $  for  people. 

L.  -  


The  cost  for  the  meal  is  $3.00  per  person.  Please  make  checks 

payable  to  Albemarle  Presbytery. 

Registration  deadline  is  February  12,  1988. 

Registration  begins  at  9:30  a.m.  in  Tarboro  on  Sat.,  and  2:30 

p.m.  in  Goldsboro  on  Sunday. 

For  more  information  call  291-6812  or  752-7156. 

Return  registration  forms  to:  Don  Muncie 

P.O.  Box  35 
Greenville,  N.C.  27834 


Churches  form 
junior  high 
cluster  group 


Three  Albemarle  churches 
have  begun  a  junior  high  cluster 
group  and  have  had  an  average 
of  12  young  people  participating 
in  the  first  two  Sunday  evening 
meetings. 

Falkland,  Fountain,  and 
Pinetops  Churches,  all  located 
within  a  15-mile  radius  of  one 
another,  have  combined  their 
junior  high  groups  for  a  monthly 
time  of  worship,  entertainment, 
and  supper. 

The  idea  for  the  cluster  group, 
which  originated  at  Falkland 
Church,  began  "because  10  or 
more  kids  are  often  needed  for 
participation  in  larger  youth 
events  and  we  just  wanted  to  help 
kids  get  to  know  one  another," 
says  Peggy  Beaman,  chair  of  the 
Falkland  Youth  and  Christian 
Education  Committee. 

Advisors  from  the  three 
churches  are  planning  future 
events  which  they  hope  will  in- 
clude a  lock-in  and  a  service 
project. 

The  Boyd  and  Macclesfield 


Churches  have  also  been  invited 
to  participate  in  the  cluster 
group. 


Mrs.  McLean 
is  honored 

Nancy  Edwards  McLean  was 
recently  presented  honorary  life 
membership  in  the  Women  of 
the  Church  of  the  First  Church 
of  Washington. 

Mrs.  McLean  has  been  active 
in  Christian  education,  worked 
with  the  Outreach  Committee, 
and  been  a  loyal  participant  in 
the  annual  church  Thanksgiving 
Day  meal.  She  has  also  served  as 
the  president  of  the  Women  of 
the  Church. 

A  radio  station  account  ex- 
ecutive and  native  of  Grimes- 
land,  Mrs.  McLean  attended 
Atlantic  Christian  College,  is 
married  to  Mac  McLean,  and  is 
the  mother  of  three  children. 


'We  walk  because  they  walk'  is  theme  of  CROP 


The  city  of  Rocky  Mount 
celebrated  its  fourth  annual 
CROP  Walk  on  October  18,  with 
most  of  the  area  Presbyterian 
churches  participating. 

Communities  across  the  state 
of  North  Carolina  have  also  held 
CROP  Walks  and  joined  Rocky 
Mount  in  walking  to  raise  funds 
for  hunger  both  locally  and 
abroad. 

$10,472.40  was  raised,  25  per- 
cent of  which  will  remain  in  the 
community  and  be  distributed 
equally  between  the  Crisis 
Ministry  Center  and  the  Center 
for  the  Homeless. 

Seventy-Five  percent  will  be 


designated  to  one  of  many  eligi- 
ble international  relief  and 
development  agencies  supported 
by  Church  World  Service. 

The  CROP  Walk  is  a  Church 
World  Service  program  designed 
to  involve  the  community.  In- 
dividuals or  groups  from  churches, 
schools,  and  civic  groups  agree  to 
walk  a  certain  number  of  miles 
and  to  recruit  sponsors  to  pledge 
a  certain  amount  for  each  mile 
walked. 

Because  so  many  people 
around  the  world  must  walk 
miles  everyday  to  get  water,  the 
theme  of  this  year's  CROP  Walk 
was  "We  Walk  Because  They 


Walk." 

Church  World  Service,  a 
shared  ministry  of  32  Protestant 
and  Orthodox  denominations,  is 
also  the  international  relief  and 
development  arm  of  the  National 
Council  of  Churches  of  the 
United  States. 

"It  really  is  a  successful 
ecumenical  interracial  proclama- 
tion of  the  Gospel  in  deed,"  said 
Gerald  Niece,  coordinator  of  the 
Rocky  Mount  CROP  Walk. 

Other  Albemarle  churches  in 
New  Bern,  Greenville,  Willi- 
amston, and  Wilson  also  par- 
ticipated in  CROP  Walks. 
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Walkers  from  Bethlehem  Church,  Rocky  Mount,  show  off  th< 
new  t-shirts. 
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Grace  United  Church 
reveals  rewarding  history 

By  Ella  Mae  Phelps 

Editor's  note:  The  following  article  is  an  attempt  by  the  Com- 
munication Committee  to  help  us  get  to  know  our  brothers  and 
sisters  in  the  former  United  Presbyterian  Church  with  whom  we 
are  working  in  the  creation  of  new  presbytery  boundaries.  This 
month  the  Grace  United  Church  in  Winston-Salem  is  introduced 
to  us.  It  is  located  at  3901  Carver  Road. 

The  Grace  United  Presbyterian  Church  was  Organized  May  5, 
1907,  by  the  Presbytery  of  Yadkin,  Synod  of  Catawba,  Presbyterian 
Church  U.S.A.  In  this  organization  there  were  39  members,  of  which 
five  were  elected  to  the  session  and  four  to  the  deacon  board. 

This  organization  was  recorded  in  the  presbytery  meeting  at  the 
Haymount  Church,  Fayetteville,  October  17,  1907;  attorney  James 
S.  Lanier  was  registered  as  the  first  commissioner. 

The  first  property  owned  by  the  church  was  at  714  Depot  Street 
(Patterson  Ave.).  In  1916  the  church  built  a  beautiful  edifice  on 
Ogburn  Street  at  Eleventh  Street.  In  1942,  the  congregation  relocated 
to  the  corner  of  East  Fifth  Street  and  Greenwood  Avenue.  Much 
progress  was  made  in  program,  membership,  finance,  and  the  church 
went  self-supporting. 

In  1956  the  50th  anniversary  of  Grace  Church  was  celebrated.  The 
parish  house  on  an  adjacent  lot  to  the  church  was  purchased  and 
used  for  recreation  and  for  the  advancement  of  Christian  education. 
At  this  time  a  fulltime  secretary  and  director  of  Christian  education 
was  employed. 

In  1966  almost  overnight  we  found  ourselves  in  the  midst  of  a 
changing  community — the  urban  redevelopment.  Again  we  were  call- 
ed upon  as  a  servant  people  of  God  to  face  the  realities  about  us, 
so  in  1972  we  completed  our  new  edifice  at  a  cost  of  a  quarter  of 
a  million  dollars. 

Ours  has  been  a  glorious  and  rewarding  history.  Our  program  is 
rewarding  as  we  strive  to  respond  creatively  and  effectively  in  renew- 
ing and  extending  our  ministry  to  the  changed  and  changing  condi- 
tions of  our  community.  Spiritual  leadership  and  guidance  have  been 
provided  by  the  following  dedicated,  devoted,  consecreated,  and  in- 
spiring pastors: 

The  Rev.  H.A.  Gibson,  D.D.,  (1908-1909);  the  Rev.  C.A.  Ward, 
D.D.  (1910-1912);  the  Rev.  S.F.  Wentz,  D.D.  (1914-1922);  the  Rev. 
J.A.  Bonner,  D.D.  (1923-1930);  the  Rev.  Allen  E.  Fortune 
(1932-1938);  the  Rev.  J.  Lessley  Smith  (1938-1942);  the  Rev.  John 
DeVero  Peterson,  D.D.  (1942-1981);  the  Rev.  Leonard  V.  Lassiter 
Jr.  (1982-). 

The  Grace  of  God  has  brought  us  safe  thus  far  —  "God's  Amaz- 
ing Grace,  how  sweet  the  sound;  Through  many  dangers,  toils,  and 
snares,  We  have  already  come;  'Tis  God's  Grace  that  has  brought 
us  safe  thus  far  And  His  Grace  will  lead  us  home." 

Advocates  continue  schooling 
in  church's  new  curriculum 


Christian  education  advocates 
will  receive  their  second  round  of 
training  in  the  content  and  use  of 
the  new  curricula  of  the  Presby- 
terian Church  (U.S.A.)  in 
Charlotte,  February  26-28. 

"The  difference  between  this 
training  session  and  one  held  last 
March  is  that  we  will  have  the 
actual  curricula  materials  to 
work  with,"  said  Walter  R. 
Smith,  associate  general 
presbyter  for  Christian  educa- 
tion. "In  addition,  there  will  be 
videos  introducing  the 
materials,"  he  said. 

Two  curricula  are  being  pro- 
duced by  the  church.  Bible 
Discovery  is  a  Bible  study  series 


for  all  ages.  It  will  include  the 
uniform  lessons.  Celebrate  will 
focus  on  the  biblical  text,  its  im- 
plication for  life  today,  as  well  as 
church  history  and  global  mis- 
sion. Both  curricula  are  written 
for  use  with  the  smaller  con- 
gregation in  mind. 

After  the  training  session,  ad- 
vocates will  be  available  to  come 
to  churches  to  interpret  the  new 
materials.  However,  since  the 
number  of  advocates  is  limited, 
it  is  requested  that  congregations 
join  with  other  nearby  Presbyter- 
ian congregations  in  requesting  a 
date.  Call  Walter  Smith  at  (704) 
872-5221  to  make  an  appointment. 


Distribution  manager  named 


Catherine  A.  Stratton  of 
Philadelphia  has  been  named 
manager  of  distribution  services 
under  the  General  Assembly's 
Support  Services.  She  has  been 


serving  as  supervisor  of  the  sales- 
order  entry  group  for  West- 
minster Press.  She  handled  the 
services  for  trade  books  and  cur- 
riculum services. 


Presbytery  Calendar 


February 

3  Shepherds  Training 
5  Worship  Committee 
12-13  Presbytery  meeting 
First,  Gastonia 
16  Candidates  Committee 
26-28  CE  Advocates  Training 
Charlotte 
29-March  1  Synod  D— First  meeting 

Sheraton  University  Center,  Durham 

March 

19-20  Face-To-Face 
Richmond,  Va. 


9:30  a.m. 
1:30  p.m. 
10:00  a.m. 

1:30  p.m. 
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Taiwanese  to  be  welcomed 
at  Feb.  presbytery  meeting 


Two  witness  teams  consisting 
of  three  women  and  three  men 
from  the  Presbytery  of  Hsinchu 
in  Taiwan  will  be  visiting  the 
Presbytery  of  Concord  in  the 
month  of  February,  announced 
the  Rev.  Homer  Rickabaugh, 
chair  of  the  International  Mis- 
sion Subcommittee.  They  will  ar- 
rive on  February  10,  and  be 
welcomed  at  the  presbytery 
meeting  February  12-13  at  First 
Church  in  Gastonia.  The  teams 
will  itinerate  in  churches 
throughout  the  presbytery  for  the 
remainder  of  the  month. 

"This  is  the  first  project  of  our 
partnership  with  the  Presbytery 
of  Hsinchu,"  said  Rickabaugh. 
"Two  teams  will  help  our  chur- 
ches to  have  more  contact  with 
the  Taiwanese.  We  want  to  make 
people  more  aware  of  Christians 
in  other  parts  of  the  world. 

"This  is  not  only  an  oppor- 
tunity for  us  to  learn  about  what 
it  means  to  be  Christian  in 


In  memoriam 


Rev.  John  Stanley 

The  Rev.  John  Stanley, 
pastor  of  the  Taylorsville 
Church,  died  of  cardiac  arrest 
on  October  31. 

John  served  the  presbytery 
as  the  moderator  of  the  Com- 
munication Committee.  He 
took  over  the  chair  as  the 
committee  was  expanding  its 
work.  He  was  instrumental  in 
developing  the  orientation  of 
elders  attending  the  presbytery 
meeting  for  the  first  time.  He 
helped  the  Committee  to 
develop  a  rationale  for  this 
newspaper  page.  His  leader- 
ship helped  the  committee  to 
feel  excited  about  its  work  and 
to  become  stronger. 

It  is  only  fitting,  then,  that 
we  dedicate  this  page  to  the 
memory  and  service  of  John 
Stanley.  We  give  thanks  to 
God  that  he  was  a  part  of  us. 


Taiwan,  but  also  for  the 
Taiwanese  to  learn  about  us. 
This  is  mutuality  not  only  in  mis- 
sion but  also  in  education," 
Rickabaugh  said. 

The  Presbytery  of  Concord  is 
in  the  midst  of  taking  a  special 
offering  to  finance  the  partner- 
ship with  Hsinchu  Presbytery. 
Part  of  the  money  raised  will 
help  the  Taiwanese  with  travel 
costs;  however,  most  of  the  ex- 
penses are  being  paid  by  the 
Taiwanese.  In  addition,  the 
Presbytery  of  Concord  has 
received  a  grant  of  $1,000  from 
the  General  Assembly  to  help 
with  this  project. 

The  next  project  the  Witness 
Committee  hopes  to  accomplish 
is  the  sending  of  five  college-age 
young  people  to  Taiwan  on  a 
work-study  program  this  sum- 
mer. The  committee  is  presently 
soliciting  names  from  churches 
of  young  people  who  would  be 
interested  in  such  a  venture. 

Budget 

A  budget  based  on  the  expec- 
tation of  receiving  $1,760,000  in 
regular  benevolences  will  be 
presented  to  the  presbytery  in 
February.  This  represents  ap- 
proximately a  four  percent  in- 
crease over  the  1987  budget. 
General  Assembly  will  receive 
$565,641  and  Synod  will  receive 
$393,323.  This  represents  54.48 
percent  of  the  budget  being  sent 
to  higher  governing  bodies. 

Belk  Memorial 

The  Belk  Memorial  Church  of 
Hickory  was  dissolved  at  its  own 
request  in  1987.  The  property  has 
been  sold  and  the  presbytery  will 
be  presented  with  recommenda- 
tions on  how  to  disburse  the 
funds. 

Book  of  Order  admendments 

Several  amendments  to  the 
Book  of  Order  will  be  presented 
at  the  presbytery  meeting.  These 
amendments  have  passed  the 


General  Assembly  and  must  now 
be  voted  on  by  the  presbyteries. 
Some  of  the  amendments  are  ex- 
plained below. 

Certified  Christian  educators 
is  the  subject  of  one  amendment 
which  seeks  to  have  the  General 
Assembly  provide  an  accrediting 
process  whereby  those  educators 
seeking  certification  will  be  ex- 
amined in  Biblical  interpretation, 
Reformed  theology,  human 
development,  religious  education 
theory  and  practice,  polity,  and 
the  program  and  mission  of  the 
church. 

The  presbytery  would  be  asked 
to  encourage  educators  to  be- 
come certified,  set  guidelines  for 
compensation  and  benefits,  and 
provide  access  to  the  Committee 
on  Ministry. 

In  another  amendment,  the 
term  "Minister  of  the  Word"  is 
being  proposed  to  be  "Minister 
of  the  Word  and  Sacrament." 
This  change  reflects  the  new 
meaning  and  significance  Pres- 
byterians are  finding  in  the 
sacraments. 

Sessions  are  required  at  pre- 
sent to  provide  a  course  of  study 
and  preparation  for  newly 
elected  elders  and  deacons. 
However,  there  is  no  way  at  the 
present  time  to  insure  this  is  ac- 
complished. This  amendment 
would  require  the  session  to  re- 
cord the  completion  of  a  course 
of  study  and  preparation  in  its 
minutes. 

The  Book  of  Order  directs  that 
the  Committee  on  Ministry 
makes  sure  that  no  employing 
church  discriminate  against  a 
potential  pastor  on  the  basis  of 
age.  Yet,  it  is  also  required  than 
no  church  extend  a  call  to  a 
minister  who  has  reached  the  age 
of  70.  In  addition,  when  a 
minister  reaches  the  age  of  70, 
the  pastoral  relationship  between 
the  minister  and  the  church  is 
automatically  dissolved.  The 
presbyteries  are  being  asked  to 
eliminate  this  requirement  on  the 
basis  that  it  violates  the  human- 
rights  position  of  the  Presbyter- 
ian Church  (U.S.A.) 


Presbytery  reorganization  in  S.C. 


The  former  Charleston  Pres- 
bytery in  South  Carolina  is  now 
Charleston-Atlantic.  Executive 
presbyter  and  associate  stated 
clerk  is  Barry  D.  Van  Deventer. 
Stated  clerk  and  associate  pres- 
byter is  Ferdinand  Farr. 

The  former  Piedmont  Presby- 
tery is  now  the  Foothills  Pres- 
bytery. Robert  Taylor  is  execu- 


tive. 

The  former  Congaree  Presby- 
tery and  South  Carolina  Pres- 
bytery and  part  of  Fairfield 
McClelland  now  constitute  Trini- 
ty Presbytery.  A. A.  Markley  is 
executive  and  John  Livingston  is 
associate. 

These  changes  complete  reor- 
ganization in  South  Carolina. 


Belmont  church  features  old  Scottish  tradition 


First  Church  in  Belmont  com- 
memorated All  Saints  Day  by 
observing  Kirkin'  o'  the  Tartan. 

The  Kirkin'  o'  the  Tartan  has 
a  long  history  in  the  Presbyterian 
Church.  According  to  the  Mon- 
treat  Scottish  Society,  the  wear- 
ing of  tartan— traditional  plaid 
"coat  of  arms,"  each  signifying 
a  Scottish  clan — was  forbidden 
after  the  Battle  of  Culloden  in 
1746. 

To  the  Scots,  the  tartan  sym- 
bolized ancient  identities  and 
rites.  To  protest,  clansmen  went 
to  kirk  (Scottish  for  church)  in 


reverent  and  orderly  fashion. 

But  at  a  certain  point  during 
the  service,  a  secret  signal  known 
only  to  the  clergy  and  the  clans- 
men would  be  given  for  clansmen 
to  touch  a  piece  of  concealed  tar- 
tan—and the  pastor  would  offer 
a  blessing  followed  by  benedic- 
tion. 

First  Presbyterian  observes  the 
Kirkin'  o'  the  Tartan  to  recog- 
nize all  its  charter  members  since 
the  church's  founding  in  1890. 

Members  of  the  Charlotte 
Caledonian  Pipe  Band  played  on 
the  church  green  and  the  youth 


choirs  of  First  Church  sang  in  the 
service. 


News 
deadline 

The  deadline  for  news  for 
the  Concord  page  is  the  20th 
of  each  month.  Committees 
are  especially  urged  to  send  in 
information  of  their  activities. 
Items  submitted  which  do  not 
have  a  time  commitment  may 
be  held  for  future  issues. 


Year-end  report  sums  up 
presbytery's  activities 


The  Presbyterian  News,  January  1988,  ! 


(The  following  article  ap- 
peared in  the  Fayetteville 
Observer.) 

During  1987,  the  Presbytery  of 
Fayetteville  held  three  stated  and 
two  special  meetings,  received 
four  ordained  ministers  from 
other  presbyteries,  received  four 
candidates  for  the  gospel  mini- 
stry, and  received  and  ordained 
five  persons. 

The  Rev.  William  Hatcher, 
presbytery  executive,  said  that 
the  presbytery  organized  one 
church  (Reilly  Road)  in  West 
Fayetteville. 

Choral  fest 
planned  for 
February 

The  American  Guild  of 
Organists  is  sponsoring  a  choral 
festival  to  be  held  on  Sunday, 
February  14,  at  3  p.m.  at  Rae- 
ford  Church.  The  director  of  the 
festival  will  be  Dr.  Ray  Harris, 
who  is  also  the  director  of  music 
for  the  Raeford  Church.  Ms.  Lee 
Harris,  organist  for  the  church, 
will  also  participate  as  organist 
for  the  festival. 

All  churches  are  invited  to  par- 
ticipate in  the  choral  festival 
without  cost  for  registration. 
However,  each  church  must  pur- 
chase the  music  to  be  used  in  the 
workshop.  Below  is  a  list  of 
music  that  will  be  used  for  the 
festival: 

1.  "E'en  So  Lord  Jesus"  by 
Paul  Manz  published  by 
Concordia 

2.  "For  the  Beauty  of  the 
Earth"  by  John  Rutter  published 
by  Hinshaw 

3.  "The  Lord  Is  My 
Shepherd"  by  John  Rutter  pub- 
lished by  Oxford 

4.  "Hallelujah,  Amen"  by 
Handel  (from  Judas  Maccabeus) 
published  by  G.  Schirmer 

5.  "Glory  Be  To  The  Father" 
by  Jay  Althouse  published  by 
Shawnee  Press 

All  anthems  are  SATB. 
Rehearsals  for  the  festival  will  be 
held  on  Thursday,  February  1 1 , 
at  7:30  p.m.  and  Sunday, 
February  14,  at  2  p.m.  at  the 
Raeford  Church.  Churches  will 
be  asked  to  wear  their  robes  for 
the  festival  at  3  p.m.  February 
14. 

For  additional  information, 
please  contact  Dr.  Harris  or  Mrs. 
Harris  at  919-875-6461. 

Prof  fights  poverty 

An  economics  professor  at  St. 
Andrews  Presbyterian  College 
has  been  named  to  the  profes- 
sional advisory  board  of  the 
North  Carolina  Poverty  Project. 
Dr.  Thomas  Till  is  the  board's 
only  economist. 

Till  is  an  expert  on  the  eco- 
nomics of  small  towns  and  rural 
counties  in  the  South. 


A  planning  committee  was 
formed  to  work  with  similar 
groups  from  Cape  Fear,  Yadkin, 
and  Wilmington  Presbyteries  to 
aid  in  the  creation  of  a  new 
presbytery  by  January  1,  1989. 

Presbytery  members  experi- 
enced the  best  summer  camping 
season  in  several  years  and 
renovated  a  Camp  Monroe 
building  to  create  a  modern 
retreat  center. 

The  presbytery  also  under- 
wrote the  cost  of  sending  six 
Bangladesh  natives  to  a  public 
health  symposium  in  India. 
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Galatia  adds  family  building 


Rev.  W.  W.  Hatcher 

Hatcher  to 
moderate 
Feb.  meeting 

The  next  stated  meeting  of  the 
Presbytery  of  Fayetteville  will  be 
held  at  Galatia  Church  in  Fay- 
etteville on  February  13.  The 
moderator  will  be  the  Rev.  W.  W. 
Hatcher,  executive  presbyter. 

Hatcher,  nominated  by  elders 
and  ministers  at  a  former  presby- 
tery meeting,  has  served  as  ex- 
ecutive presbyter  for  the  past 
four  years. 


Its  present  building  is  the 
fourth  place  of  worship  at 
Galatia  Church  since  the  begin- 
ning of  organized  religious  work 
prior  to  1825.  Galatians  first 
worshipped  God  under  a  brush 
arbor  that  was  located  one  mile 
from  the  present  property. 

A  very  plain  rectangular  build- 
ing was  erected  circa  1828.  In 
keeping  with  church  architecture 
of  the  period,  the  aisles  were 
placed  to  form  a  cross.  Thus,  the 
pews  were  arranged  in  four 
groups. 

The  second  permanent  struc- 
ture was  begun  in  1859  during 
the  pastorate  of  the  Rev.  J.C. 
Sinclair,  who  had  recently  been 
received  into  Fayetteville  Presby- 


Galatia  Church 

tery.  The  Rev.  R.A.  McLeod 
wrote  in  his  history  of  Galatia  in 
1925,  "The  coming  of  this  native 
Scotchman  to  the  pastorate  of 
this  church  and  his  custom  of 
preaching  two  sermons  each  Sun- 
day, one  in  Gaelic  and  the  other 
in  English,  greatly  increased  the 
prestige  of  the  church." 

That  1859  heart-pine  building 
was  destroyed  by  fire  on  Decem- 
ber 13,  1959.  Sunday-School 
classes  had  ended  and  the  con- 
gregation was  gathering  in  the 
sanctuary  when  the  fire  call  was 
sounded.  On  Monday,  Decem- 
ber 14,  members  began  clearing 
the  property  before  the  ashes  and 
the  few  charred  timbers  that  re- 
mained had  cooled.  Plans  for  a 


new  brick  building  were  secured. 
Construction  began  and  Home- 
coming was  held  in  the  partially 
completed  building  in  October 
1960.  Regular  worship  services 
began  in  March  1961.  Architec- 
tural drawings  for  the  1960 
building  included  a  fellowship 
hall  that  the  congregation  decid- 
ed to  build  later. 

Now,  27  years  later,  a  14,550 
square-foot  multi-purpose  build- 
ing, which  contains  a  50  x  67  foot 
main  hall,  is  under  construction. 

Galatia  Church,  this  historic 
Fayetteville-area  Presbyterian 
church,  is  eagerly  anticipating 
the  arrival  of  ministers,  elders 
educators,  and  other  visitors  on 
February  13,  when  it  will  host 
Fayetteville  Presbytery. 


Senior  high  retreat  to 
feature  singer  Walters 


PRESBYTERIAN 


MINISTRY 

Fayetteville  Presbytery  Youth  Council 


The  annual  Spring  Senior 
High  Retreat  will  be  held  at 
Camp  Monroe  on  March  18,  19, 
and  20.  This  weekend  event  will 
be  highlighted  by  the  appearance 
of  featured  songwriter  and  con- 


cert artist  John  Paul  Walters. 

He  has  performed  at  1983  and 
1986  Trienniums  and  at  the 
Montreat  Youth  Conferences, 
and  he  is  a  favorite  personality 
among  youth  and  adults  alike. 


Elise  Church  to  take  part  in 
national  study  on  education 


Elise  Church  of  Robbins  has 
been  selected  to  take  part  in  a  na- 
tionwide study  of  the  factors  that 
promote  Christian  education. 
The  unprecedented  study,  "Ef- 
fective Christian  Education:  A 
National  Study  of  Protestant 
Congregations,"  will  examine 
churches  in  six  denominations  to 
learn  what  churches  can  do  to 


strengthen  programs  of  Christian 
education  for  children,  adole- 
scents, and  adults. 

In  the  Presbyterian  Church 
(U.S.A.),  150  congregations  will 
take  part  in  the  study.  Those 
conducting  the  study  chose  them 
at  random.  Altogether,  900  con- 
gregations from  the  six  denomi- 
nations will  take  part. 


The  other  denominations 
are  the  Christian  Church 
(Disciples  of  Christ),  the 
Southern  Baptist  Convention, 
the  United  Church  of  Christ,  the 
United  Methodist  Church,  and 
the  Evangelical  Lutheran  Church 
in  America. 

The  Lilly  Endowment  is  fi- 
nancing the  study. 


Calendar  of  events 

(All  meetings  to  be  held  at  the  Presbytery  Office  in  Fayetteville 
unless  otherwise  noted.) 


JANUARY 

25 
27 


2:00  p.m. 
10:00  a.m. 


1:00  p.m. 


Pembroke  Committee 
Sub-committees  of  Presbytery 

Council 
Presbytery  Council 


FEBRUARY 


3-5  Pastor's  Start-Up:  Camp  Monroe 

13  9:30  a.m.  Presbytery  of  Fayetteville:  Galatia 

Church,  Fayetteville 
26-29  Missionary  ininteration  in  various 

churches 

29-Mar.  1  Synod  "D":  University  Sheraton, 

Durham 

10:00  a.m.  Registration  begins 
Lunch 

1:30  p.m.  Opening  Session 


MARCH 

18-19 
18-20 
26 


LOOKING  AHEAD 


Face-to-Face:  Richmond,  Va. 
Youth  Spring  Retreat:  Camp  Monroe 
Women  of  the  Church,  Presbytery 

"D":  Highland  Church, 

Fayetteville 


Candidates  Consultation:  April  21-23 

April  25:  Men  of  the  Church  Rally:  place  to  be  announced 

May  15:  Camp  Monroe  Open  House 

June  6:  General  Assembly  begins  (St.  Louis,  Mo.) 

June  26:  Camp  Monroe  season  opens 

August  13:  Presbytery  School:  Methodist  College,  Fayettevili 
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Albemarle  Road  Church 
calls  Ron  Tippens 

The  congregation  of  the  Albe- 
marle Road  Church  has  extend- 
ed a  call  to  Ron  Tippens  to 
become  their  minister  effective 
January  10. 

A  graduate  of  Wheaton  Col- 
lege, Duke  Univeristy  Divinity 
School,  and  the  Presbyterian 
School  of  Christian  Education, 
Tippens  is  presently  working  on 
the  Doctor  of  Ministry  degree  at 
Union  Theological  Seminary  in 
Richmond. 

He  has  served  as  assistant  at 
First  Church,  Burlington;  Back 
Creek  Church,  Mt.  Ulla;  and  for 
the  past  six  years  as  minister  of 
First  Church,  Maxton. 

Tippens  will  be  examined  at 
the  February  meeting  of  Meck- 
lenburg Presbytery. 


Ron  Tippens 


Preschool  co-op 
at  Seigle  Ave. 

After  two  years  of  dreaming, 
planning  and  working,  the  Seigle 
Avenue  Church  Preschool  Co- 
Op  opened  its  doors  on  Septem- 
ber 21.  The  need  for  preschool 
education  in  the  First  Ward 
neighborhood  of  Charlotte  had 
been  expressed  by  the  school 
system  and  by  the  church. 

The  program  is  designed  to  be 
a  co-op — aimed  at  the  residents 
of  Piedmont  Courts,  the  housing 
project  directly  across  the  street 
from  the  church.  There  is  no 
charge  for  the  preschool,  but  the 
mothers  are  required  to  work 
two  mornings  in  the  classroom 
and  attend  one  parent  workshop 
per  month.  (Eighty  percent  of 
the  mothers  in  Piedmont  Courts 
do  not  work.) 

Funding  for  the  first  year  of 
the  project  has  been  provided  by 
the  Charlotte  Junior  League,  St. 
Francis  Fund,  and  several  Pres- 
byterian churches  (Forest  Hill, 
Myers  Park,  and  Albemarle 
Road).  The  board  of  directors  is 
currently  seeking  funding  for  the 
1988-89  school  year. 

The  co-op  will  help  to  prepare 
children  for  public  kindergarten 
and  by  involving  mothers  early  it 
is  hoped  that  they  will  become 
active  in  their  child's  education. 
This  early  training  can  make  a 
difference  in  later  academic  and 
social  adjustments. 

Marriage  Encounter 
March  weekend 

Marriage  Encounter  is  a  com- 
munication workshop  designed 
for  couples  with  good  marriages. 
The  next  Presbyterian  M.E. 
weekend  will  be  held  March  4-6 
at  the  Charlotte  (1-85)  Ramada 
Inn. 

Marriage  Encounter  is  de- 
signed to  give  married  couples 
the  opportunity  to  examine  their 
lives  together  in  a  private,  face- 
to-face,  heart-to-heart  setting. 

The  emphasis  is  on  communi- 
cation between  husband  and  wife 
who  spend  a  weekend  together, 
away  from  the  children  and  the 
distractions  and  tensions  of 
everyday  life.  It  is  not  a  retreat, 
nor  a  marriage  clinic,  and  no 
counseling  is  involved. 

It  is  a  unique  approach  aimed 
at  revitalizing  Christian  marriage 
by  helping  couples  make  a  good 
marriage  better.  M.E.  provides 
the  tools  to  enrich  marriage... the 
rest  is  up  to  the  individuals. 

Contact  Sam  and  Jannette 

Glass  (704-847-6455)  or  Bill  and 
Hough  (704-545-3592)  for 

further  information  or  to  register. 


Resources  are 
available  at 
presbytery  center 

New  resources — print  and 
audio-visual — are  constantly 
being  added  to  the  library  at 
the  presbytery  center.  They 
are  available  for  check-out  to 
any  person  in  our  presbytery. 
The  library  is  open  8:30-5:00 
each  weekday. 

Here  is  a  sample  of  new 
additions — 

Praying  the  Psalms,  by  J. 
Barrie  Shepherd:  Daily  medi- 
tations on  cherished  Psalms 
written  in  a  "prayer  diary" 
format. 

It's  a  Different  World,  by 
Lyle  Schaller:  Helps  church 
leaders  understand  the  "new 
realities"  of  church  life  today, 
including  decline  of  the  main- 
line churches,  feminization  of 
society,  demise  of  the  tradi- 
tional family,  and  the  split 
between  liberal  churches  and 
conservative  church-goers. 

What  Shall  We  Believe? 
by  Aurelia  Fule:  Themes  such 
as  Armageddon,  rapture,  the 
millenium,  and  their  signifi- 
cance and  scale  of  influence 
on  American  society  and  the 
political  scene  are  examined  in 
this  brief  study. 

Older  Adult  Ministry,  Her- 
mann Weinlick,  ed.:  A  re- 
source for  program  develop- 
ment designed  to  help  congre- 
gations nurture  ministries  by 
and  with  older  adults.  In- 
cludes new  ideas,  specific 
strategies,  and  ways  to  em- 
power for  action. 

The  Quicksilver  Years, 
Peter  Benson:  A  comprehen- 
sive study  of  young  adoles- 
cents' values,  behaviors,  wor- 
ries, and  enthusiasms.  Pro- 
vides a  guide  to  parental 
understanding. 

Strengthening  your  Step- 
family,  Elizabeth  Einstein: 
The  authors  endeavor  to  se- 
parate myth  from  reality  as 
they  address  tough  stepfamily 
issues  including  making  deci- 
sions, deciding  who  disci- 
plines, and  helping  stepsiblings 
feel  like  a  real  family. 

Daily  Prayer:  The  newest 
supplemental  liturgical  re- 
source which  emphasizes  the 
rediscovery  of  the  discipline  of 
daily  prayer.  Can  be  used  in- 
dividually or  in  family  settings 
as  well  as  in  corporate  worship. 

Preaching,  by  Fred  Crad- 
dock:  A  practical,  compre- 
hensive, and  contemporary 
text  on  sermon  preparation 
and  preaching  incorporating 
history,  theology,  and  her- 
meneutics.   
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PREM 
preparation 
begins 

Twenty-six  persons  in  our 
presbytery  have  and  will  con- 
tinue to  receive  training  for 
our  new  Presbyterian/Reformed 
Educational  Ministry.  These 
persons,  both  professional 
and  lay,  have  agreed  to  give 
time  and  energy  to  help  chur- 
ches plan  for  Christian  educa- 
tion and  select  those  materials 
which  will  be  most  suitable  for 
the  congregation. 

An  advocate  has  been  as- 
signed to  each  church  and  will 
make  an  appointment  to  visit 
the  pastor  soon  as  a  beginning 
step  in  the  process. 

This  is  a  rare  opportunity  to 
assess  our  Christian  education 
programs  in  the  light  of  our 
theology  and  educational  pur- 
poses. Think  positively. 
Think  PREM.  It's  coming. 


Margaret  B.  Peery 
moderator  nominee 
for  winter  presbytery 
February  23rd 

The  65th  stated  meeting  of 
Mecklenburg  Presbytery  will  be 
held  on  Tuesday,  February  23,  at 
9:00  a.m.  Margaret  B.  Peery, 
former  associate  pastor  at  Myers 
Park  Presbyterian,  peace  asso- 
ciate in  Europe  for  the  PC(USA), 
and  presently  a  pastoral 
counselor  at  the  Presbyterian 
Family  Life  Center,  is  moder- 
ator-in-nomination. 


Winter  Workshops 
February  20th 
at  Sardis  Church 

Winter  Workshops  are  for  growth.  They  have  to  do  with  develop- 
ing faith,  studying  the  Bible,  living  with  children  and  teenagers,  liv- 
ing fully  as  older  adults,  trying  to  communicate  in  a  1988  family, 
being  Presbyterian  in  its  broadest  sense.  They  exceed  the  specialized 
training  of  fall  beginnings. 

The  workshops  are  designed  to  include  all  adults  in  the  church. 
They  provide  a  concentrated  opportunity  to  reflect  on  some  of  our 
concerns  as  Christians  and  to  ask  questions  of  highly  qualified  leaders 
in  an  informal  atmosphere.  "Winter  Workshops"  boasts  a  "NO 
SNOW"  record  of  eight  years. 

Read  the  course  descriptions  carefully.  Pick  a  topic  and  register 
early.  Brochures  are  available  at  the  presbytery  office. 

Faith  Journey  in  the  Adult  Years.  Lee  Barrett,  associate  professor 
of  theology,  PSCE.  What  is  faith?  How  does  an  adult  "keep  the 
faith? "...An  exploration  of  ways  adults  grow  in  and  energize  their 
faith. 

Hard  Questions  for  Christians  asked  by  Children.  Doris  Blazer, 
professor  of  childhood  education,  Furman  University.  What  are  the 
questions  and  concerns  of  children?... An  exploration  of  the  "whos, 
whats,  and  whys"  in  the  religious  development  of  children. 

Hooray  for  Teenagers.  Joan  Miles,  educator,  First  Presbyterian 
Church,  Monroe.  What  does  it  mean  to  live  and  work  with  youth? 
How  may  we  support,  nurture,  and  celebrate  our  teenagers  today? 

Gray  Hair  and  I  Don't  Care.  Carlita  Hunter,  educator,  Bethel 
Presbyterian  Church.  How  do  we  plan,  adapt,  and  create  programs 
which  respond  to  the  child  within  us  without  being  "childish"?  A 
look  at  the  availability  and  use  of  resources. 

The  Corinthian  Correspondence.  J.  Davison  Philips,  president  of 
Columbia  Seminary,  1976-86.  What  did  it  mean  to  be  a  member  of 
the  Corinthian  congregation?... An  examination  of  the  Corinthian 
church  and  contemporary  Christianity. 

Communication:  A  Family  Concern.  Gene  Robinson,  chaplain, 
Grady  Hospital,  professor,  Interdenominational  Theological  Center, 
Atlanta,  Georgia.  How  do  we  communicate  as  a  family  when  we 
never  see  each  other?  Ways  to  strengthen  communication  with  the 
people  whom  we  love. 

Presbyterians:  Fundamentalists,  Liberals,  Charismatics, 
"Mainline"?  Louis  Weeks,  dean  of  students,  professor  of  historical 
theology,  Louisville  Presbyterian  Seminary,  Louisville,  Kentucky. 
Who  is  a  Presbyterian?  A  look  at  the  diverse  make-up  of 
Presbyterians  in  our  denomination. 


Refugees  resettled  by  Charlotte  First,  Selwyn  Ave. 


Pang  Vang  and  her  children.     Sara,  Zebene,  and  Samson  Mesele. 


The  night  of  December  17  was 
a  joyful  one  for  Pang  Vang,  a 
Hmong  widow  from  Laos,  her 
two  daughters,  Chia  (12)  and  Yee 
(six),  and  her  two  sons,  Ge  (nine) 
and  Meng  (four).  They  were  wel- 
comed by  members  of  the  Re- 
fugee Resettlement  Committee  at 
First  Church  in  Charlotte  in  ad- 
dition to  Pang's  relatives  and 
friends. 

This  family  reunification  took 
place  after  Pang  had  been  separ- 
ated from  her  brothers  for  12 
years.  The  family  flew  from 
Bangkok,      Thailand,  to 


Charlotte. 

The  youth  groups  of  the 
church  had  a  party  for  the  new- 
ly arrived  family  and  presented 
each  member  with  personal  gifts. 
The  young  people  also  saw  slides 
taken  in  Laos  and  Thailand  and 
were  informed  about  the  great 
needs  of  the  refugees  by  Pao 
Vang,  a  member  of  First  Church. 

On  December  17,  the  Refugee 
Resettlement  Committee  of  Sel- 
wyn Avenue  Church  welcomed 
Zebene  and  Sara  Mesele  and 
their  six-month-old  son,  Samson, 
at  the  Douglas  International  Air- 
port. The  Meseles  are  originally 


from  Ethiopia  but  have  been 
waiting  in  West  Germany  to 
come  to  the  United  States. 

Two  days  after  they  arrived, 
the  Meseles  moved  into  the  well- 
furnished  apartment;  members 
of  the  congregation  had  been  col- 
lecting household  items  for 
months  in  anticipation  of  their 
arrival. 

Since  the  church  was  hosting 
the  International  Holiday  House, 
Zebene  and  Sara  participated  in 
various  activities  with  the  stu- 
dents, who  were  from  many  dif- 
ferent countries. 
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Evangelism  seminar  to 
'turn  church  inside  out' 


"Turning  Your  Church  Inside 
Out"  is  the  theme  of  Orange 
Presbytery's  seminar  on  evan- 
gelism scheduled  for  March  1-2 
at  Camp  New  Hope. 

Topics  to  be  covered  include 
the  theology  of  evangelism,  con- 
gregational assessment,  the  pas- 
tor's role  in  evangelism,  and 
sharing  faith-stories. 

The  event  will  follow  the  for- 
mat set  by  our  denomination's 
emphasis  on  "equipping  people 
to  do  evangelism  in  the  Re- 
formed tradition." 

The  leadership  team  is  Tyrone 
Burkette,  Wilkes  Macaulay,  and 
Ed  Henegar,  all  members  of 


Orange  Presbytery  who  have  re- 
ceived training  in  this  program 
from  Dr.  Ben  Johnson,  pro- 
fessor of  evangelism  at  Colum- 
bia Theological  Seminary  in  De- 
catur, Ga. 

Designed  for  both  pastors  and 
lay  people,  the  seminar  will  begin 
on  Tuesday  morning,  March  1, 
and  end  with  lunch  on  Wednes- 
day, March  2.  The  cost  is  $25  for 
those  staying  overnight  and  $18 
for  day-participants. 

Registration  forms  and  bro- 
chures giving  more  information 
are  available  through  your 
church's  office  or  the  presbytery 
office. 


Leader  training  offers 
something  for  everyone 

By  Cynthia  Swicegood,  Educator 
First  Church,  High  Point 

Did  you  make  any  of  the  following  New  Year's  resolutions? 

—  "I  will  enrich  my  leadership  abilities  so  I  can  serve  the 
church  more  effectively  as  a  pastor,  officer,  educator." 

—  "I  will  develop  my  skills  as  a  church-school  teacher,  com- 
mittee member,  lay  person." 

—  "I  will  take  advantage  of  opportunities  to  learn  more 
about  our  Presbyterian  Church  (U.S.A.)  and  to  deepen  my 
faith  and  commitment." 

If  so  (or  even  if  you  didn't),  make  plans  now  to  attend 
Orange  Presbytery's  Winter  leadership  training  event:  Winter 
P.O.P.S.  (Preparing  Our  People  for  Service)  on  Saturday, 
February  13,  from  10:00  a.m.  to  3:15  p.m.  at  Hawfields 
Church  in  Mebane. 
There's  something  for  everyone  at  P.O.P.S.: 
For  pastors:  Worship  as  Pastoral  Care  (with  Charles  E. 
Brown),  Follow  the  Leader  (with  James  Watkins),  Personnel 
Policies  and  Practices  in  the  Local  Church  (with  Alfred 
Thomas). 

For  elders  and  deacons:  Office  of  Deacon  (with  Edwin 
Walthall),  Office  of  Elder  (with  Charles  Brown),  What  We 
Believe:  The  Book  of  Confessions  (with  Z.N.  Holler),  Follow 
the  Leader  (with  James  Watkins). 

For  educators,  teachers,  and  Christian  education  commit- 
tees: Organizing  for  PREM  —  Presbyterian  Reformed  Educa- 
tional Ministry  (with  Bob  Poteet),  Introducing  PREM  (with 
Bob  Poteet,  Eric  Lohe,  Cynthia  Swicegood),  Making  the  Bi- 
ble Come  Alive  With  Children  (with  Judy  Gattis  Smith), 
Hymns  in  Christian  Education  (with  Bill  Wood) 

For  musicians:  Playing  the  Worship  Service  (with  Brock 
Downward),  Hymns  in  Christian  Education  (with  Bill  Wood). 

For  evangelism/lay  pastoral  care  committees:  Theologies 
of  Evangelism  (with  W.  Guy  Delaney),  In  the  Front  Door  — 
Out  the  Back  (with  Edwin  Walthall),  Developing  Lay  Pastoral 
Care:  Models  and  Strategies  (with  J.  Michael  Laidlaw). 

For  witness  committees:  The  Orthodox  Church  in  the  Soviet 
Union:  1000  Years  (with  Deky  Hall) 

For  others:  The  Role  of  the  Church  in  Ethics  (with  Charles 
Swezey),  Church  Treasurer's  Workshop  (with  Chuck  Noonan), 
Presbyterian  Peacemaking  Program  —  Nuts  and  Bolts  (with 
James  O.  Watkins),  Visual  Arts  in  the  Church  (with  Cathy 
Kapikian). 

The  deadline  for  registration  for  P.O.P.S.  is  February  1.  The 
cost  will  be  $7.50  before  February  1  or  $10.00  thereafter  which 
includes  lunch.  Child  care  is  also  available. 

Call  your  church  office  or  presbytery's  office  (286-0704)  for 
your  registration  form  today. 


Missionary  families  from  Korea 
visit  churches  in  presbytery 


Orange  Presbytery  hosted  two 
missionary  families  from  Korea 
for  part  of  the  1988  Witness 
Season.  Both  are  long-time  ser- 
vants overseas  and  are  particular- 
ly notable  for  their  commitment 
to  seeing  our  world  with  the  eyes 
of  Christ. 

John  and  Virginia  Somerville 
are  currently  on  furlough  from 
Hannam  University  in  Taejon, 
where  John  is  a  professor  and 
very  involved  with  the  human- 
rights  issues  that  are  close  to  the 
hearts  and  minds  of  many 
Korean  Christians.  Virginia  was 
born  of  missionary  parents  in 
mainland  China,  and  brought 
with  her  a  rich  heritage  as  well  as 


a  varied  ministry.  They  have 
been  in  Korea  since  1954  and 
have  five  children. 

David  Seel  is  a  noted  surgeon 
who  has  been  involved  with  the 
well-known  "Jesus  Hospital," 
the  Presbyterian  Medical  Center, 
in  Seoul.  He  and  his  wife,  Mary, 
have  served  in  Korea  since  1953 
and  have  been  leaders  in  both 
evangelistic  and  medical  work. 
They  have  three  children. 

In  addition  to  visiting  in 
several  of  the  churches  of 
presbytery,  both  the  Somervilles 
and  Seel  participated  in  the 
presbytery-sponsored  Interna- 
tional Missions  Conference  at  the 
Graham  Church  in  late  January. 
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WOC  of  Orange  donates 

van  for  outdoor  ministries  use 


On  one  of  the  hottest  days  of  the 
1985  season  at  Presbyterian 
Point,  director  Paul  Ransford 
received  a  visit  from  a  represen- 
tative of  the  Women  of  the 
Church  of  Orange  Presbytery. 
She  was  Mrs.  Helen  Sutton  from 
the  Faith  Church  in  Greensboro. 

Mrs.  Sutton  quickly  convinced 
Paul  that  the  women  were  in- 
terested in  a  sizable  project. 
When  Paul  mentioned  that  the 
Outdoor  Ministries  Work  Unit 
had  been  in  need  of  a  van  for 
several  years,  she  perked  up. 
They  parted  then  with  the  under- 
standing that  she  was  going  to 
find  out  whether  the  women 
would  be  willing  to  undertake 
such  a  project. 

Indeed  they  were. 

After  a  year-long  fund-raising 
effort  and  action  by  their  own 
council  to  help  finance  the  pro- 
ject, a  van  was  secured  through 
Poquoson  Motors  of  Hampton, 
Virginia. 

Poquoson  Motors  is  owned  by 
Dois  I.  Rosser,  a  very  active 
Presbyterian  layman  who  has 
made  great  efforts  to  witness  to 
his  faith  through  his  business  and 
family.  The  Rev.  Cindy  Higgins 
of  the  Starmount  Church  in 
Greensboro  is  one  of  his  daugh- 
ters. 

During  this  past  Christmas 

Consultant  to 
work  with 
small  churches 

Carolyn  Brown,  well-known 
and  highly  respected  educator, 
writer,  and  small-church  speci- 
alist, will  be  in  Orange  Presby- 
tery working  with  approximate- 
ly a  dozen  churches  with  mem- 
berships of  less  than  150 
members  April  7-20. 

Sponsored  by  the  Children's 
Ministry  Committee,  Ms.  Brown 
will  be  leading  an  all-day  seminar 
on  educational  ministry  within 
the  small  church  at  Camp  New 
Hope  from  9-5  on  Saturday, 
April  9.  The  gathering  will  be  for 
the  teams  from  participating 
churches.  The  focus  will  be  on 
the  attitudinal  issues  affecting 
ministry  within  the  life  of  the 
small  church,  concentrating  on 
the  strengths  and  positive  at- 
tributes of  the  smaller  church. 

The  seminar  will  conclude  with 
participants  identifying  two  or 
three  special  areas  of  educational 
ministry  needing  attention.  Caro- 
lyn Brown  will  then  itinerate  and 
work  individually  with  these 
churches,  working  on  the  iden- 
tified areas  of  need. 

It  is  envisioned  that  Ms. 
Brown  will  not  only  spend 
several  hours  working  with  each 
of  the  churches  individually  on- 
site  but  will  be  available  for  fur- 
ther consultation  either  in  person 


season,  Paul  received  a  call  from 
Mrs.  Sutton  and  on  a  cold  blus- 
tery Tuesday,  they  drove  to 
Hampton,  Va.,  to  pick  up  the 
van. 

Paul  was  ecstatic  to  find  a 
1987  Dodge,  15-passenger,  one- 
ton  van  with  heavy-duty  suspen- 
sion, front  and  rear  air  condi- 
tioning and  heat.  It  was  in  impec- 
cable condition.  Though  the  van 
had  been  leased  out  during  a  por- 
tion of  the  year,  it  had  been  com- 
pletely reconditioned  and  looked 
brand  new.  A  happy  camp  direc- 
tor drove  back  to  Durham  think- 
ing about  what  a  change  this  new 
unit  would  make  in  Orange  Pres- 
bytery's services  to  its  churches. 


Carolyn  Brown 

at  the  church,  in  the  presbytery 
office,  or  by  phone. 

Carolyn  Brown  and  her  hus- 
band, Steven,  live  in  Nashville, 
Tenn.  Both  have  until  recently 
served  on  the  staff  of  First 
Church  in  that  city.  Both  are 
now  taking  time  to  pursue  writ- 
ing and  consulting  interests. 

Both  are  known  for  their 
previous  work  in  Orange  Presby- 
tery. 

Carolyn  has  served  as  educator 
for  a  cluster  of  small  churches  in 
Orange  Presbytery  and  has  been 
pastor's  wife  and  educator  at  the 
Crossroads  and  the  New  Hope 
churches. 

Watch  for  further  information 
on  this  very  significant  project, 
which  holds  much  promise  for 
strengthening  the  educational 
ministry  of  participating 
churches. 


Anthem  composed  for  dedication 


Triangle  Church,  Durham,  de- 
dicated its  new  building  Dec.  6  in 
a  service  that  included  perfor- 
mance of  a  "Dedication  An- 
them." Choir  director  Ken 
Hoover  composed  the  anthem 
for  the  occasion. 

The  congregation  sold  its  pre- 
vious building  in  1986  and  has 
been  meeting  in  a  high  school  un- 


til the  new  building  was 
complete. 

Hoover  based  the  anthem  on 
Isaiah  6:1-8  and  scored  it  for  a 
four-part  chorus  and  an  ensemble 
of  eight  brass  instruments,  as  well 
as  the  congregation. 

The  Rev.  Raymond  Cobb  II 
has  been  pastor  of  the  church 
since  August. 


Negotiations  are  underway 
with  Presbytery's  Council  and 
the  Outdoor  Ministries  Work 
Unit  to  see  how  the  van  can  be 
made  available  to  churches  for 
retreats  and  work  trips.  If  in- 
surance details  can  be  worked 
out,  this  will  provide  low-cost 
transportation  to  a  number  of 
churches  that  cannot  afford  to 
own  a  van. 

The  van  will  be  stationed  at  the 
presbytery  office  in  Durham  and 
will  see  wide  use  in  an  expanded 
summer  program  that  has  been 
hampered  by  insufficient  trans- 
portation to  safely  transport  par- 
ticipants in  Outdoor  Ministry 
events. 

Work  with  older 
adults  is  topic 
of  Feb.  seminar 

The  Rev.  Edwin  Walthall, 

associate  pastor,  First  Church, 
San  Antonio,  Tex.,  and  close 
personal  friend  of  presbytery 
staff  associate  Bob  Poteet  will  be 
leading  a  seminar  on  ministry 
with  and  for  older  adults  at 
White  Memorial  Church  in 
Raleigh  on  Monday,  February 
15,  from  10:00-3:00. 

In  this  day-long  seminar,  par- 
ticipants will  have  opportunities 
to  become  more  aware  and  sen- 
sitive to  the  needs  and  interests 
of  older  adults.  In  addition, 
various  models  will  be  shared  for 
how  the  church  can  be  instru- 
mental in  helping  older  adults 
continue  to  draw  upon  their  ex- 
periences and  to  share  their  gifts 
in  serving  others. 

Considerable  time  will  be 
given  to  the  exploration  and 
discussion  of  various  program- 
matic possibilities  for  churches 
interested  in  developing  this  seg- 
ment of  its  ministry. 

Walthall  was  previously  min- 
ister to  older  adults  at  First 
Church,  San  Antonio,  and  con- 
tinues to  be  extensively  involved 
with  older  adults  in  his  present 
ministry. 

This  seminar  is  offered  for 
pastors,  educators,  members  of 
adult  nurture  and  family  life 
committee  members,  and  other 
interested  individuals  who  want 
to  share  ideas,  program  models, 
and  resources  for  ministry  with 
this  growing  age  group  within 
our  society  and  churches. 

Contact  your  church  office  or 
the  presbytery  office  for  more  in- 
formation or  to  se<  ure  a  registra- 
tion blank.  Cost 
son,  which  inclu 
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Faith  &  fun  retreat  to 
bring  informal  fellowship 


A  special  event  is  coming 
March  20  to  22  at  the  Trinity 
Center  in  Salter  Path.  The  Ed- 
wards Continuing  Education 
Committee  is  sponsoring  the 
Faith  and  Fun  Retreat  —  a  time 
of  worship,  study,  and  fellow- 
ship for  interested  pastors, 
spouses,  and  lay  people  of  the 
presbytery.  It  is  hoped  that  this 
will  be  a  time  when  people  from 
the  presbytery  can  get  together  to 
build  personal  relationships,  pro- 
moting fellowship  and  care  for 
one  another  —  in  ways  which  are 
not  possible  in  our  business 
meetings. 

The  program  for  the  retreat  in- 
cludes Bible  studies  led  by  Earle 
Roberts,  times  for  prayer  and 
worship,  time  for  fellowship  and 
relaxation,  and  a  number  of  in- 
terest groups.  The  planned 
groups  are: 

How  to  Spark  Your  Marriage, 
led  by  Mac  and  Mildred  Mclver. 

Looking  Toward  Retirement, 
led  by  Cecil  Hannaford  of  the 
PC  (USA)  Board  of  Pensions. 

Spiritual  Renewal,  led  by  Bob 
Heywood. 

Adult  Education,  led  by  Ed 
Van  Nordheim. 

Worship,  led  by  Kat 
Achtemeier  and  Jim  Lambeth. 

Registration  is  now  open  for 
the  retreat;  forms  are  available 
from  the  presbytery  office 
(762-8941).  The  deadline  for 


Looking  back 
at  year  1987 

What  do  you  remember 
that  was  significant  last  year? 
Looking  back  reminds  us  of 
some  of  what  happened  in 
Wilmington  Presbytery: 

The  Edwards  Continuing 
Education  event  for  the  spring 
was  a  conflict-management 
seminar  with  the  Rev.  Roy 
Pneuman. 

The  Men  of  the  Church 
held  spring  and  fall  rallies  on 
the  theme  of  evangelism,  with 
programs  from  Charles  Elliot 
and  the  Evangelism  and 
Church  Renewal  Committees 
respectively. 

August  saw  a  major  event, 
the  Proclaim-ation  Celebra- 
tion, which  was  a  huge  suc- 
cess. Ben  Johnson  headlined 
a  terrific  cast  of  seminar 
leaders  who  taught  us  on  a 
number  of  very  useful  topics. 

There  were  so  many  events 
it  is  impossible  to  mention 
them  all,  but  here  are  a  few 
more:  the  presbytery  voted  for 
the  proposal  realigning  the 
presbytery  boundaries;  the 
Women  of  the  Church  or- 
ganization prepared  to  change 
their  name  to  Presbyterian 
Women;  Union  Seminary 
brought  down  a  "caravan" 
of  people  to  preach  in  our 
churches.  What  would  you 
add  to  the  list? 


registering  is  March  4.  Cost  for 
the  event  is  $30  per  person  per 
day  (so  the  full  event  for  one  per- 
son would  be  $60  —  two  days 
and  six  meals). 

Some  background  on  the 
Gardner  Edwards  Educational 
events:  Gardner  Edwards  was  an 
elder  in  the  Beulaville  Church. 
Upon  his  death,  he  left  a  gift  of 
$25,000  to  the  presbytery,  the  in- 
terest from  which  was  to  be  us- 
ed for  educational  events  —  in- 
depth  studies  in  seminars,  re- 
treats, lectures,  etc.  These  events 
were  to  be  for  both  clergy  and 
laity  within  the  presbytery. 

Since  1983  two  events  have 
been  held  each  year,  one  each  in 
the  spring  and  fall.  Topics 
covered  have  included  Bible, 
family  growth,  the  new  Pres- 
byterian Church  (USA),  and  last 
year's  conflict-management 
seminar  and  evangelism 
workshop.  This  year  the  Ed- 
wards Committee  is  sponsoring 
this  event  and  working  with 
Proclaim-ation  Celebration  to 
bring  in  a  guest  speaker. 

PREM 

training  continues 

The  Pastor's  Notebooks  have 
arrived  and  have  been  keeping 
the  floor  warm  at  the  presbytery 
office.  The  time  has  come  to  get 
them  out  and  opened  and  put  to 
work.  The  two  principal  ad- 
vocates, Jane  Skelly  and  Rachel 
Christopher,  will  be  meeting  with 
the  pastors  to  do  just  that.  The 
other  advocates  will  join  us  for 
their  particular  cluster. 

These  meetings  will  begin  at  10 
a.m.  and  conclude  at  noon  so  we 
can  have  lunch  together,  when 
possible.  Rachel  and  Jane  are 
working  on  a  PREM  surprise  for 
these  cluster  meetings,  so 
beware.  Meeting  dates: 

Wednesday,  27  January  — 
Group  I  at  Pollocksville  P.C. 

Thursday,  28  January  — 
Group  II  at  Cape  Fear  P.C. 

Tuesday,  2  February  —  Group 
VII  at  Oak  Island  P.C. 

Wednesday,  3  February  — 
Group  VIII  at  Calypso  P.C. 

Monday,  15  February  — 
Group  VI  at  Grove  P.C. 

Tuesday,  16  February  — 
Group  V  at  First  P.C, 
Wilmington 

Wednesday,  17  February  — 
Group  IV  for  breakfast  at 
Dowles  in  Clarkton 

Tuesday,  23  February  — 
Group  III  at  Pike-Rocky  Point 
P.C. 

Wednesday,  24  February  — 
Group  IX  at  Wildwood  P.C. 

If  you  have  any  questions 
please  call  either  Jane  (762-8941) 
or  Rachel  (256-2563).  We  hope 
to  see  you  all  at  these  meetings 
—  it  will  be  the  best  way  for  you 
to  get  your  copy  of  the  Pastor's 
Notebook  that  will  introduce  and 
help  with  PREM. 


Calendar  of  events 

February 

2  Committee  on  Ministry,  2  p.m.,  Wallace  Church 
22  Gardner  Edwards  Committee  meeting,  2  p.m.  at 

presbytery  office 
27  Presbytery  meeting  9:30  a.m.  at  Cape  Fear  Church, 

Wilmington 
29  Synod  "D"  Meeting 
March 

1  Committee  on  Ministry,  2  p.m.,  Wallace  Church 
8  Nominating  Committee,  9:15  a.m.  at  presbytery 

office 


The  Wilmington  Presbyterian 


James  M.  Spanogle,  Editor 

1416  Market  St.,  Wilmington  28401 


January  1988 

(919)  762-8941 


15  churches 
join  to  form 
crisis  center 

Some  15  churches  in  the  Clin- 
ton (Sampson  County)  area  have 
joined  together  to  form  the 
Sampson  Crisis  Center  ministry. 
At  the  present  time  services  in- 
clude: emergency  food  bags,  help 
with  utilities  bills  that  families 
cannot  handle,  overnight  lodging 
for  transients  caught  there,  bus 
tickets  and  meals  enroute  for 
transients  trying  to  get  to  places 
of  employment  or  back  home, 
and  assistance  for  victims  of  fire 
or  disaster. 

In  the  future  they  are  looking 
toward  the  possibility  of  a  soup 
kitchen  and  perhaps  a  clothes 
closet  addition  to  the  program. 
Records  are  kept  on  each  person 
and  family  helped. 

The  idea  sprang  from  a  tem- 
porary soup-and-sandwich  kit- 
chen a  few  years  ago  run  by  the 
Presbyterians  in  the  community 
as  well  as  some  from  local  Meth- 
odist and  Episcopal  churches. 
That  program  was  a  real  "eye 
opener"  for  some  in  the  area  to 
the  poverty  that  exists  in  their 
midst. 

The  Center  currently  has  one 
paid  employee  and  has  had  good 
responses  from  churches  for 
volunteers.  A  store-front 
building  was  given  to  the 
Ministerial  Association,  which 
was  cleaned  and  renovated  by 
volunteer  labor  with  donated 
materials  from  local  businesses. 

Current  funding  for  the  Center 
comes  from  just  a  few  churches, 
but  it  is  hoped  that  more  will 
become  involved.  Currently  each 
participating  church  contributes 

Ecumenical 
work  emphasized 

As  Presbyterians  we  take 
seriously  the  oneness  of  the 
church  in  Jesus  Christ.  As  we 
work  toward  unity,  we  also 
recognize  our  disunity  as  a  sign 
of  the  brokenness  of  the  Body  of 
Christ. 

Pastors,  lay  people,  and  ad- 
vocates struggled  with  this  area 
of  being  Presbyterian  at  our  fall 
cluster  meetings.  The  work  that 
we  do  to  affirm  our  ecumenical 
involvement  was  harder  to  see 
than  what  we  do  to  be  biblically 
grounded,  historically  informed, 
socially  engaged,  and  communal- 
ly nurtured.  Yet  there  are  some 
things  happening  to  give  us  ideas 
and  encouragement: 

—  the  work  of  the  women  in 
Church  World  Service. 

—  Thanksgiving,  Holy  Week, 
and  other  special  community 
worship  services. 

—  community  food  shelter 
and  area  ministry. 

—  weekly  or  monthly  gather- 
ing of  pastors  from  community 
churches. 

—  Church  Women  United 
programs  and  celebrations. 

Hopefully,  as  we  begin  to 
focus  on  being  ecumenically  in- 
volved in  our  Christian  education 
programs  through  study  and  pro- 
jects, our  understanding  and  af- 
firmation of  the  One  Church  will 
grow  and  deepen. 


SAMPSON 

CRISIS 
CENTER 


AMPS  ON 

CRISIS 
CENTER 


one  dollar  per  member  annually. 
Other  funds  come  from  such 
governmental  agencies  as  the 
Emergency  Food  and  Shelter  Na- 
tional Board  Program,  the 
Migrant  Ministry  Fund,  and  the 
North  Carolina  Food  Bank. 
Some  PATH  funds  have  also 
been  used. 

Presbyterians  have  been  at  the 
forefront  in  the  whole  program, 
and  many  of  them  are  on  the  list 


of  volunteers.  Some  of  those 
who  have  been  very  involved 
from  the  Graves  Memorial 
Church  are:  Jessie  Owens,  Emi- 
ly Johnson,  Erma  Faircloth, 
Gary  Webster,  and  Bill  Fulton. 
The  chair  of  the  board  of  direc- 
tors —  and  the  layman  who  real- 
ly took  the  reins  and  drew 
everything  together  —  is  Lee 
Pridgen,  administrator  of  Samp- 
son County  Memorial  Hospital. 


From  the  resource  center 


The  winter  months  often  find 
church-school  classes  studying 
and  learning  about  the  stories  of 
Jesus  —  his  miracles,  parables, 
friends,  disciples,  teachings,  and 
sayings. 

There  are  many  resources, 
both  written  and  audio-visual, 
available  for  loan  through  the 
Resource  Center  at  the  presby- 
tery office.  These  can  add  new 
meaning  to  stories  which  can 
become  too  familiar.  The 
resources  include  commentaries, 
background  information,  paper 
and  pencil  activities,  lessons, 
discussion  questions,  and 
creative  activities  for  all  ages. 

Some  favorite  audio-visuals 
include: 

New  Testament  Stories.  A  set 
of  four  sound  filmstrips  written 
for  children  that  tell  stories  of 
Jesus  in  delightful  drawings, 
music,  and  sound. 

Jesus  and  His  Friends.  A 


video  that  tells,  with  music  and 
chalk  drawings,  three  stories, 
each  about  13  minutes  long: 
"Peter  and  Jesus,"  "How  Zac- 
cheus  Met  Jesus,"  and  the  story 
of  Mary,  Martha,  and  Lazarus. 
A  guide  includes  lesson  plans  for 
three  45-minute  sessions. 

Understanding  Scripture.  A 
10-part  filmstrip  series  for  adults 
that  tells  how  the  Bible  came  to 
be  from  a  historical  and  literary 
perspective.  Parts  five  through 
10  have  particular  reference  to 
the  New  Testament. 

Four  Upside-Down  Stories 
from  Luke.  A  video  that  contains 
four  10-minute  segments  and  is 
based  on  the  Gospel  according  to 
Luke.  It  includes  a  guide  with 
plans  for  use  with  youth  and 
adults. 

An  Indian  Jesus.  A  filmstrip 
that  shows  the  life  of  Jesus  pro- 
trayed  in  Indian  art. 


Wilma 

Prez 

Sez 


Isabel  Wood  Rogers, 
Moderator  of  the  199th  General 
Assembly,  will  be  a  guest  speaker 
at  the  February  27th  presbytery 
meeting  at  the  Cape  Fear  Church 
in  Wilmington.  Ms.  Rogers  is 
professor  of  applied  Christiani- 
ty at  the  Presbyterian  School  of 
Christian  Education  and  an  elder 
of  Ginter  Park  P.C.  in  Rich- 
mond, Virginia. 

Attention  Historians!  The  an- 
nual "Seminar  on  Local  Church 
History"  will  be  held  at  the 
Presbyterian  Study  Center 
(formerly  the  Historical  Founda- 
tion) at  Montreat  May  22-25. 

This  three-and-a-half-day 
seminar  is  designed  for  historians 
writing  a  congregational  history 
for  publication  and  for  Presby- 
terian Women  historians  writing 
an  annual  account.  For  more  in- 
formation contact  Diana  Ruby 
Sanderson,  Presbyterian  Study 
Center,  P.O.  Box  849,  Montreat 
28757;  phone:  (704)  669-7061. 

The  Women  of  the  Church  of 
St.  Andrews-Covenant  presented 
two  Honorary  Life  memberships 
at  the  final  annual  meeting  last 


September.  Recipients  were: 

—  Martha  Huffine,  a  past 
president  of  Wilmington  WOC, 
an  elder  of  the  St.  A.-C.  church 
and  chair  of  the  session's  Com- 
mittee on  Worship. 

—  Merlyn  Benson,  a  member 
of  Pearsall  Memorial.  She  is  cur- 
rently serving  as  the  final  presi- 
dent of  Wilmington  WOC  and 
will  preside  at  the  historic  100th 
and  last  annual  meeting  of  Wil- 
mington WOC  on  April  23  at  St. 
Andrews  Covenant. 

Wilma  wonders  if  everyone 
(anyone?)  noticed  that  this  page 
has  had  a  new  editor  since 
September.  Jim  Spanogle  has 
taken  over  for  Spencer  Parks, 
who  has  moved  to  be  director  at 
Camp  Fellowship  in  Presbytery 
of  the  Trinity  (South  Carolina). 
Jim  is  pastor  at  the  Potts 
Memorial  in  his  spare  time  from 
editing  this  page.  Comments, 
compliments,  complaints  —  and 
especially  news  articles  and  infor- 
mation —  can  be  sent  to  the 
editor,  care  of  the  presbytery 
office. 
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Former  PAL  resident  receives 
Ebony  Pageant  Scholarship 


Miss  Annie  Smith,  a  former 
resident  of  Barium  Springs 
Home  for  Children  (BSCH)  and 
a  1987  graduate  of  South  Iredell 
High  School,  was  recently 
awarded  a  $200  scholarship  from 
the  Ebony  Circle  Pageant  Com- 
mittee of  Statesville,  North 
Carolina. 

Each  Spring  the  Ebony  Circle 
Pageant  Committee  puts  on  a 
Little  Miss  Ebony  pageant  in 
Statesville.  Part  of  the  proceeds 
from  that  pageant  goes  in  the 
form  of  a  scholarship  to  a  young 
woman  in  the  Statesville  area. 

The  money  will  assist  Annie  in 
her  continuing  education  at 

Corporate 
Clubs  are 
introduced 

Barium  Springs  Home  for 
Children  would  like  to  announce 
the  new  Corporate  Sponsor 
Clubs.  Corporations  that  show 
their  concern  for  troubled  youth 
through  donations  at  three  levels 
qualify  for  membership. 

Donations  of  $500  to  $999 
qualify  corporations  for  mem- 
bership in  the  Treasurer's  Club; 
donations  of  $1,000  to  $2,999 
qualify  for  the  Vice  President's 
Club;  and  donations  of  $3,000  or 
more  qualify  for  the  President's 
Club. 

Shortly  after  a  corporation 
begins  its  sponsorship,  it  will 
receive  special  thanks  in  an  arti- 
cle in  Barium's  monthly  page  in 
Presbyterian  News  called 
Presbyterian  Family  Ministries, 
and  in  Barium's  quarterly  news- 
letter, the  Barium  Messenger.  In 
addition,  at  the  end  of  their  year 
of  sponsorship,  club  members 
will  receive  a  plaque  designed  to 
express  our  appreciation  for  their 
assistance  to  troubled  youth. 

We  look  forward  to  working 
with  North  Carolina's  corpora- 
tions for  a  better  tomorrow  for 
our  children. 

Praise  offered 
for  Barium 

"I  have  the  greatest  respect  for 
the  program  at  Barium  Springs. 
Your  program  has  traditionally 
taken  some  of  the  most  difficult 
from  the  most  disturbed  family 
backgrounds.  Please  do  continue 
to  assess  what  the  most  difficult 
needs  are  and  then  attempt  to 
meet  those  needs.  Custodial  child 
care  is  abundant  throughout  the 
state.  However,  programs  that 
can  commit  to  children  who  have 
deep  problems  brought  on  by 
long-term  family  disfunction  are 
few  and  far  between." 
Services  Program  Administrator 
County  Department  of 
Social  Services 
October  5,  1987 

"Barium  Springs  has  an  incre- 
dibly good  reputation  with  social 
workers  and  court  counselors." 

District  Court  Judge 
October,  1987 


King's  College  in  Charlotte, 
where  she  is  studying  to  become 
a  medical  office  assistant.  She 
plans  to  graduate  in  March  of 
1988. 

Annie  came  to  the  Barium 
Springs'  Preparation  for  Adult 
Living  (PAL)  program  in  Janu- 
ary of  1985  from  Asheville. 
While  in  the  program  she  attend- 
ed South  Iredell  High  School, 
where  she  was  the  school  mascot 
and  a  member  of  SADD,  Stu- 
dents Against  Drunk  Driving, 
and  worked  part-time  at  the 
Barium  Springs  Family  and 
Child  Development  Center 
(FCDC). 

The  PAL  program  is  a  part  of 
the  Adolescent  Center,  one  of 
three  programs  of  BSHC.  The 
PAL  program  is  for  older  youth 
who  experience  less  significant 
behavioral  problems,  but  who 
need  specialized  programming  to 
help  them  prepare  for  adult- 
hood. It  is  located  in  Howard 
Cottage,  one  of  six  cottages  in 
the  Adolescent  Center,  and 
houses  a  maximum  of  12  youths, 
ages  16  to  20. 

The  youth  living  in  the  PAL 
cottage  attend  public  school  in 
the  Barium  community  and 
many  hold  part-time  jobs.  This 
enables  them  to  learn  to  form 


Annie  Smith 

relationships  with  adults  and 
peers  outside  the  Home,  and  to 
learn  and  practice  skills  that  are 
a  part  of  daily  living. 

After  Annie  graduated  from 
South  Iredell  High  School  in 
June  of  1987,  she  lived  at  PAL 
until  she  went  to  school  at  King's 
in  August  of  1987.  She  has  been 
receiving  scholarship  assistance 
from  the  Home  and  also  received 
a  scholarship  from  the  Fort 
Dobbs  Chapter  of  the  American 
Business  Women's  Association 
last  fall. 

Currently  Annie  attends  clas- 
ses during  the  day  and  has  a  part- 
time  job  in  the  evening.  She 
plans  to  remain  in  the  Charlotte 
area  after  her  graduation  in 
March  to  look  for  a  job  as  a 
medical  office  assistant. 


...Or 
So  It 
Seems 


"I  yours  fwiend,  Earle."  The 
words  of  a  three-and-a-half-year- 
old  boy  warmed  my  heart  and 
made  my  Christmas.  How  for- 
tunate he  is  to  have  so  many 
"fwiends"  and  how  thankful  I 
am  to  be  one  of  them. 

Can  you  imagine  a  world  with- 
out friends?  Sad  to  say,  we  en- 
counter people— children  and 
adults — who  live  in  that  world. 
Through  their  eyes  and  experi- 
ences, we  see  and  sense  the  drab- 
ness — the  lack  of  purpose  and 


Earle  Frazier,  ACSW 
Executive  Director 


direction.  Through  their  experi- 
ence with  us,  may  they  begin  to 
see  and  sense  the  strength  and 
joy  that  friends  can  bring.  And 
may  they  begin  to  learn  to  be  a 
"fwiend." 

If  we  can  do  this,  1988  will  be 
a  good  year — for  us  and  for 
them. 


Special  thanks  to... 


PYA/Monarch,  Incorporated, 
has  become  a  Corporate  Sponsor 
Clubs  member  by  joining  the 
Treasurer's  Club.  PYA/Monarch 
is  a  wholesale  food  distributor 
which  has  provided  excellent 
products  and  service  to  Barium 
Springs  for  many  years.  We  ap- 
preciate its  generous  gift  to 
North  Carolina's  children. 

North  Carolina  National  Bank 


Corporation  Charities  is  also  a 
Treasurer's  Club  member  of  the 
Corporate  Sponsor  Clubs.  The 
Statesville  branch  of  NCNB  has 
been  a  friend  of  children  at 
Barium  Springs  through  services 
and  donations  since  1975.  Hun- 
dreds of  children  have  benefited 
from  the  caring  spirit  at  NCNB 
Corporation  Charities  in  States- 
ville. 


Cannon  Christmas  funds  are  distributed 


The  monies  received  in  1987 
from  the  Joseph  F.  Cannon 
Christmas  Trust  brought  much 
"happiness  and  cheer"  to  the 
children  at  Barium  Springs  Home 
for  Children  this  Christmas. 

Cannon,  in  a  will  dated  1932, 
set  up  a  trust  naming  10  North 
Carolina  institutions,  including 
Barium  Springs,  to  each  receive 
10  percent  of  the  trust's  annual 
income.  The  only  stipulation  of 
the  funds  is  that  they  be  used  to 
bring  "happiness  and  cheer"  to 
the  children  at  Christmas  time. 

The  funds  which  Barium 


Springs  receives  from  the  Can- 
non Trust  are  distributed  to  Bari- 
um's three  programs,  the  Adol- 
escent Center,  the  Pre-Adoles- 
cent  Center,  and  the  Family  and 
Child  Development  Center 
(FCDC). 

This  Christmas  the  Centers 
used  the  money  to  buy  nice  in- 
dividual gifts  for  each  child  and 
for  several  activities,  such  as 
classroom  and  cottage  Christmas 
parties,  a  pizza  lunch,  and  an 
open  house.  The  funds  also  made 
it  possible  to  purchase  books, 
games,  and  school  equipment. 


At  the  open  house  of  the  Family  and  Child  Development 
Center,  Joseph  Sells  happily  awaits  his  gift  while  sitting  on 
Santa's  lap. 


The  children  at  the  Pre-Adolescent  Center  opened  their  gifts 
after  singing  Christmas  carols. 


The  Adolescent  Center  had  a  pizza  lunch  for  the  teens  on 
December  21.  On  the  22nd,  each  cottage  had  an  open  house 
for  the  youth  and  their  families. 


In  Memory  —  In  Honor 

Barium  Springs  Home  for  Children 


Donor  

Address 


IN  MEMORY 

My  gift  of  $  

I  wish  to  Z  Honor 


IN  HONOR 

 is  enclosed. 

Remember 


Name  of 

Honoree  or  Deceased 
Address  


On  the  occasion  of   

Date  of  death  if  applicable 

Survivor  to  notify   

Address  


Relationship  of  survivor  t<5  honoree 


P.O.  Box  1.  Barium  Serines,  NC  28010 
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Dr.  D.  Cameron  Murchison  Jr. 

UTS  prof  takes  pastorate 


D.  Cameron  Murchison  Jr., 
professor  of  pastoral  theology 
and  education  at  Union  Theolo- 
gical Seminary  in  Virginia,  has 
been  called  to  the  position  of 
pastor  of  Blacksburg  Presbyter- 
ian Church  in  Blacksburg,  Vir- 
ginia. Murchison  has  been  a 
member  of  the  UTS  faculty  since 
1977,  when  he  was  named  direc- 
tor of  continuing  education  and 
assistant  professor  of  theology. 
In  1982  he  was  appointed  asso- 
ciate professor  of  pastoral 
theology  and  education,  and  in 
1986,  he  was  given  the  rank  of 
tenured  professor  in  this  same 
position. 

While  a  professor  at  UTS, 
Murchison  has  been  active  on  a 
number  of  denominational  coun- 
cils and  committees  of  the  Pres- 
byterian Church.  He  has  also 
served  as  co-editor  of  the  Jour- 
nal for  Preachers  and  on  the  edi- 
torial board  of  Interpretation. 
His  seminary  teaching  responsi- 
bilities have  involved  congrega- 
tional education,  worship  and  sa- 
craments, organizational  leader- 
ship for  churches,  and  evangel- 
ism. In  addition,  he  has  led  a 


number  of  workshops  for  church 
officers  in  congregations. 

Murchison's  activities  in  the 
Richmond  community  have  in- 
cluded coordinating  shelter  ef- 
forts for  the  Downtown  Cooper- 
ative Ministry  and  volunteering 
in  the  walk-in-ministry  spon- 
sored by  that  organization.  He 
has  served  as  a  volunteer  and  as 
a  board  member  for  the  Prison 
Visitation  Project  from  its  incep- 
tion in  1978.  He  has  served  also 
as  president  of  Richmond  Area 
Presbyterians.  Teaching  in  a 
variety  of  roles  at  Second  Pres- 
byterian Church,  Murchison  fo- 
cused in  recent  years  on  working 
with  the  senior-high  age  class. 

Commenting  on  his  move  to 
the  540-member  congregation 
near  the  Virginia  Tech  campus, 
Murchison  noted  that  it  is  "very 
difficult  to  leave,  but  also  very 
challenging  to  be  going.  The  pri- 
vilege of  teaching  and  learning 
with  colleagues  and  students  over 
the  past  10  years  has  led  me  back 
to  the  task  of  daily  pastoral  mini- 
stry with  fresh  energy  and  vi- 
sion." Murchison  began  his  du- 
ties in  Blacksburg  on  January  1 . 


NEW  '88  CONFERENCES 


Montreat  Conference  Center  an- 
nounces six  new  1988  conferences, 
designed  to  explore  a  variety  of 
issues  and  interests. 

Toward  a  Christian  Understanding 
of  the  Soviet  Union,  March  25-28 

Stewardship  and  Communications 
Conference,  April  17-20 

Arts  and  Theology  Conference, 
May  23-27 
Presbyterians  in  the  20th  Century, 
July  5-9 

Evangelism  Conference,  July  10-15 

Montreat  Winter  Festival, 
December  27-29. 

For  a  detailed  conference  brochure 
contact  Montreat  Conference 
Center,  RO.  Box  969,  Montreat,  NC 
28757,  (704)  669-2911. 


ONTREAT 

conference 
center 


Seminars  address  church 
maintenance,  administration 


The  continuing-education  de- 
partment at  Union  Seminary  is 
sponsoring  two  seminars  for 
ministers  and  church  profession- 
als in  February. 

February  9-11,  Carroll  Petree 
and  Donald  Pickard  will  lead  a 
seminar  entitled  "Maintaining 
Church  Facilities  with  Limited 
Resources."  Created  for  mini- 
sters and  church  professionals 
who  have  responsibility  for 
budget  processes,  energy  man- 
agement, and  overall  building 
operations,  the  seminar  will  help 
participants  improve  the  efficien- 
cy and  effectiveness  of  their 
maintenance  programs  over  both 
the  short  and  the  long  term. 

Topics  to  be  covered  include: 
deferred,  cycle,  and  preventive 
maintenance;  setting  priorities; 
roofing  maintenance,  design, 
and  technology;  finding  and  se- 
lecting professional  assistance; 
and  custodial  management. 

Petree  is  vice-president  of 
Building  Operation  Support  Ser- 
vices and  former  physical-plant 
director  for  Union  Theological 
Seminary.  Pickard,  who  is  presi- 
dent of  Building  Operations  Sup- 
port Services,  holds  a  B.S.  in 
mechanical  engineering  and  an 
M.B.A.  and  was  previously  plant 
director  at  Brown  University,  the 


New  worship 
directory  ready 

The  new  Directory  of  Wor- 
ship will  be  presented  to  the 
General  Assembly  in  June 
after  being  approved  by  the 
Advisory  Council  on  Disciple- 
ship  and  Worship  and  the 
Council  on  Theology  and  Cul- 
ture at  their  last  meeting  in 
San  Antonio.  The  Directory 
has  been  written  by  a  task 
force  constituted  in  1983. 

The  task  force's  moderator, 
Daniel  B.  Wessler,  and  con- 
sultant C.  Benton  Kline  pre- 
sented the  Directory  to  the 
two  councils. 

The  councils  will  recom- 
mend that  General  Assembly 
amend  the  Book  of  Order  to 
adopt  the  Directory  of  Wor- 
ship in  place  of  the  Directory 
for  the  Service  of  God. 

The  two  councils  held  their 
final  meetings  before  transfer- 
ring their  continuing  responsi- 
bilities to  the  new  Ministry 
Unit  on  Theology  and  Worship. 


Your  ad  in  The 
Presbyterian  News  will  reach 
90,000  Presbyterians  in  North 
Carolina,  and  it  will  go  direct- 
ly into  their  homes.  For  infor- 
mation on  rates,  contact 
Advertising  Director,  P.O. 
Box  10785,  Raleigh,  N.C. 
27605.  


University  of  Richmond,  and  at 
Presbyterian  College  in  Clinton, 
South  Carolina. 

The  second  seminar,  running 
February  23-26,  is  designed  for 
ministers  who  wish  to  develop  or 
improve  their  administative 
skills.  "Church  Business  Admi- 
nistration for  Pastors"  will  ex- 
amine routine  administration — 
the  daily  supervising  and  sche- 
duling of  activities;  financial 


management — understanding 
business  operations  and  basic 
bookkeeping  systems;  ministry 
management — volunteer  coordi- 
nation and  support  systems;  and 
facilities  management,  with  an 
emphasis  on  energy  savings  and 
maintenance  schedules. 

Dr.  W.  Guy  Delaney,  director 
of  Doctor  of  Ministry  studies 
and  continuing  education  at 
UTS,  and  Dr.  D.  Cameron 
Murchison,  former  professor  of 
pastoral  theology  and  education 
at  UTS,  will  teach  the  ministry, 
finance,  and  administration  sec- 
tions. Caroll  Petree  and  Donald 
Pickard  will  lead  the  part  on 
facilities  management. 

For  more  information,  contact 
W.  Guy  Delaney,  director  of 
continuing  education,  Union 
Theological  Seminary  in  Vir- 
ginia, 3401  Brook  Road,  Rich- 
mond, Virginia  23227,  (804- 
355-0671). 


Students  and  their  families  sing  Christmas  carols. 

Chapter  IX  groups  may 
change  relationships 


The  Advisory  Council  on  Dis- 
cipleship  and  Worship  will  re- 
commend that  the  General  As- 
sembly change  how  the  Book  of 
Order  views  special-interest 
organizations  (sometimes  called 
Chapter  IX  organizations  be- 
cause they  are  referred  to  in  the 
Book  of  Order  under  G-IX).  The 
action  came  at  the  Council's  final 
meeting  in  San  Antonio  in  early 
December. 

The  Council  approved  a  report 
from  a  task  force  to  study  Chap- 
ter IX  of  the  Book  of  Order  re- 
garding these  organizations.  Ap- 
proval of  the  recommendation 
would  result  in  moving  special- 
interest  organizations  from 
Chapter  IX  (Governing  Bodies) 
in  the  Book  of  Order  to  Chapter 
IV  (The  Church  and  Its  Unity). 

The  shift  is  in  emphasis,  from 
review  and  control  to  diversity 
and  dialogue.  Chapter  IV  states 
that  the  church  must  be  respon- 
sive to  diversity.  The  emergence 
of  special-interest  organizations 
committed  to  specific  ministries 
of  service,  nurture,  or  witness  is 
one  manifestation  of  the  diversi- 
ty of  the  church,  in  the  Council's 
interpretation. 

If  it  accepts  the  recommenda- 
tions, the  General  Assembly  will: 

•  Reaffirm  that  it  is  appropri- 
ate for  Presbyterians  to  organize 


outside  the  governing  structures 
for  purposes  of  witness,  service, 
and  nurture,  so  long  as  they  con- 
duct themselves  decently  and  in 
order  and  benefit  the  peace  and 
unity  of  the  church. 

In  order  to  recognize  diversity, 
promote  dialogue,  and  accept  ac- 
countability, the  recommenda- 
tion includes  establishment  of 
procedures  whereby  eligible 
organizations  would  confer  with 
elected  persons  of  the  General 
Assembly  ministry  units  and  re- 
lated bodies. 

•  Affirm  that  such  organiza- 
tions are  composed  exclusively  of 
individual  members  of  the  Pres- 
byterian Church  (U.S.A.)  and 
that  they  are  subject  to  govern- 
ing bodies  in  matters  affecting 
decency,  order,  peace,  and  uni- 
ty of  the  church.  They  are  other- 
wise not  subject  to  review  or  con- 
trol by  governing  bodies  except 
as  individual  members  of  the 
PCUSA. 

As  independent,  autonomous 
groups  which  are  not  official 
agencies  of  the  church,  they  may 
express  views  contrary  to  those 
of  the  governing  bodies  in  the 
same  way  that  individual  mem- 
bers may,  the  report  recom- 
mends. They  alone  bear  respon- 
sibility for  their  views  and 
actions. 


Good  News  Women 
Lesson  6:  February 
The  Women  around  Jesus: 
Eyewitnesses  to  Resurrection 

Circle  Bible  Leaders  Study  Guide 
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By  Carol  T.  (Pinky)  Bender 

Last  month's  study,  "Hannah  and 
Mary:  Birthgivers  to  Hope,"  provided  a 
transitional  bridge  from  the  Old  Testa- 
ment to  the  New,  from  the  women  of  ear- 
ly Israel  to  the  women  around  Jesus.  The 
remaining  sessions  of  Good  News 
Women  will  cover  a  period  of  60  years, 
A.D.  30-A.D.  90. 

In  preparation  for  teaching  chapter  six, 
review  the  stories  of  the  Old  Testament 
women  up  to  this  point.  What  significant 
points  should  be  remembered?  What 
traits  did  these  women  have  that  a  con- 
temporary church  would  like  to  claim? 

Begin  to  think  of  the  New  Testament 
women  by  meditating  on  the  opening 
statement  under  the  chapter  title:  "It  is 
good  news  that  we  are  still  called  to 
ministry  with  Jesus  and  to  be  witnesses 
to  the  resurrection  today."  How?  In  what 
areas  are  we  called  to  serve?  What  are  the 
special  gifts  .that  women  have  for  this 
task? 

Resurrection  resource 

Read  all  of  the  scripture  references. 
Make  cards  with  references  on  them  as 
outlined  under  the  section  called  "Scrip- 
ture Reading:  The  Women  Around 
Jesus."  As  you  read  the  "Background" 
section,  decide  what  parts  of  it  can  be 
helpful.  One  person  could  be  asked  ahead 
of  time  to  do  a  brief  synopsis  of  the 
section. 

Move  into  today's  session,  "The 
Women  Around  Jesus:  Eyewitnesses  to 
the  Resurrection,"  by  discussing  signs  of 
the  resurrection.  Ask  for  participation  as 
the  group  names  these  signs,  i.e.,  the  but- 
terfly and  the  empty  cross  are  two  famili- 
ar ones.  Locate  a  book  such  as  Symbols 


of  the  Church,  Carroll  E.  Whittemore, 
editor,  (Abingdon,  1959,  1981),  and 
discover  less  common  symbols,  i.e.,  the 
bursting  pomegranate,  the  phoenix,  the 
peacock,  and  the  lily.  A  Chrismon  book 
will  give  some  of  the  same  information. 

Review,  if  possible,  chapter  six,  "The 
Pattern  of  God  Above  Us,"  from  the 
1985-86  Bible  Study,  Weaving  the  Fabric 
of  Faith,  by  Johanna  W.H.  Bos.  This 
study,  based  on  the  Apostles'  Creed,  pro- 
vides a  complementary  section  for  the 
current  discussion. 

Just  for  fun:  communication  exercise 

Just  for  fun,  ask  the  circle  members  to 
name  some  of  the  stereotypical  traits  of 
women,  i.e.,  gossipy,  nosy,  hysterical. 
Or,  use  some  of  the  following  collection 
of  "sayings"  as  an  "attention-getter": 
Why  are  men  who  are  interested  in  every- 
thing referred  to  as  "curious,"  but 
women  of  the  same  type  are  called 
"nosy"?  Why  are  men  who  are  forgetful 
called  "absent-minded"  when  forgetful 
women  are  called  "scatter-brained"? 
Why  are  angry  men  called  "outraged" 
while  angry  women  are  called  "hysteri- 
cal"? 

When  speaking  about  people  who  are 
talkative,  why  are  men  called  "articulate" 
while  women  are  called  "gabby"?  Why 
is  it  that  obstinate  men  are  called  "strong- 
-willed"  when  obstinate  women  are  called 
"stubborn"?  Why  are  men  who  are  effi- 
cient referred  to  as  "competent"  but  ef- 
ficient women  are  "compulsive"?  Why  is 
it  that  when  men  talk  together  it  is  called 
"conversation,"  but  when  women  talk 
together  it  is  called  "gossip"?  Why  are 
women  who  are  thoughtful  called  "con- 
siderate" while  thoughtful  men  are  called 
"oversensitive"?  (From  Communication 


Workshop,  General  Assembly  Women's 
Conference,  Montreat  1987.  PTB) 

Ask  Dr.  Poethig's  question,  "What 
would  be  missing  from  our  Gospels  if 
women  had  failed  to  tell  what  they  'had 
seen  and  heard'?"  Before  the  group  reads 
the  scripture  passages,  make  a  list  of 
things  that  would  have  been  omitted  if 
women  had  not  been  present. 

Using  the  scripture  reference  cards  and 
designated  readers,  present  the  passages 
as  Dr.  Poethig  has  suggested.  This  can  in- 
volve many  people  in  the  group  quite  easi- 
ly. As  the  texts  are  read,  ask  the  other  cir- 
cle members  to  write  down  the  names  of 
women  in  the  verses.  Make  your  own  list 
ahead  of  time! 

Using  a  creative  imagination,  discuss 
who  the  "many  other  women"  might 
have  been.  What  responsibilities  did  they 
have?  What  sacrifices  did  they  make  to 
follow  Jesus?  How  did  their  families  re- 
spond to  this  "crazy,  wandering 
lifestyle"?  How  did  their  persistence  con- 
tribute to  their  ministry? 

Use  Louisa  Woosley's  story 

This  would  be  an  excellent  spot  to  use 
the  story  of  Louisa  M.  Woosley,  one  of 
the  "Ten  Women  Who  Made  A  Dif- 
ference." Do  some  advance  research  on 
the  struggles  of  women  clergy  in  the 
former  PCUS  and  UPCUSA.  One  very 
good  resource  is  Elizabeth  Howell  Verdesi's 
In  But  Still  Out  (Westminister,  1973,  1976). 
Also  try  Presbyterian  Women  in  America: 
Two  Centuries  of  a  Quest  for  Status,  by 
Lois  A.  Boyd  and  Re.  Douglas  Bracken- 
ridge,  a  publication  of  the  Presbyterian  his- 
torical Society.  Chapter  nine  of  entitled, 
"Securing  Ordination  Rights." 

Two  other  resources  of  a  more  general 


nature  are  Women  of  the  Cloth,  by  Car- 
roll, Hargrove,  and  Lummis  (Harper  and 
Row,  1981),  and  Women  Clergy:  Break- 
ing Through  Gender  Barriers,  by  Edward 
C.  Lehman  Jr.  (Transaction,  Inc;  New 
Brunswick,  N.J.,  1985). 

Return  now  to  the  "Women  Around 
Jesus."  Use  the  questions  in  the  "Discus- 
sion" section  of  Dr.  Poethig's,  or  for- 
mulate your  own.  Use  Jane  Larsen- 
Wigger's  Leads  For  Bible  Moderators,  a 
resource  that  has  been  mentioned  in 
previous  months,  and  discuss,  "What  are 
some  of  the  things  we  learn  from  these 
women  about  women  doing  ministry?" 
(Of  course,  "ministry"  is  what  is  done  by 
all  persons  in  the  church  and  not  just  the 
work  of  the  ordained  clergy.) 
What  is  the  Resurrection? 

Complete  the  study  of  the  biblical 
material  by  having  the  group,  or  small 
groups,  work  with  the  passage  in  John 
11:17-27.  Use  the  following  questions 
from  Leads: 

1)  How  did  Martha  first  understand 
resurrection?  (verse  24) 

2)  How  did  her  understanding  change? 
3  How  did  the  women  at  the  tomb 

understand  resurrection? 

After  the  above  discussion,  ask  the 
question:  "If  no  one  actually  saw  the 
resurrection,  how  can  we  prove  that  it  oc- 
curred?" Here  again,  Weaving  the  Fabric 
of  Faith  is  helpful. 

Close  the  session  by  asking  each 
member  to  respond,  if  she  chooses,  to: 
"What  does  the  resurrection  mean  to 
me?" 

Use  one  of  the  great  Easter  hymns, 
"Jesus  Christ  Is  Risen  Today"  (Easter 
Hymn)  or  "The  Day  of  Resurrection!" 
(Lancashire),  as  a  setting  for  a  closing 
time -of  prayer. 


Editors  named  for  Presbyterian 
Women's  new  magazine 


The  editor  and  associate  editor 
of  the  United  Presbyterian 
Women  magazine  have  been 
named  to  similar  positions  with 
the  new  magazine  of  Presby- 
terian Women.  The  Rev.  Bar- 
bara A.  Roche  and  Anne  E. 
Yeargin  have  been  editor  and 
associate  editor  respectively  of 
CONCERN  Magazine/News- 
fold,  which  will  go  out  of 
existence. 

The  new  magazine  they  will 
edit  is  Horizons,  which  will  begin 
in  July.  It  will  include  six  bi- 


monthly magazines  each  year 
and  a  seventh  issue  in  April  that 
will  be  the  Bible  study  for 
Presbyterian  Women.  After 
August,  offices  will  be  in 
Louisville. 

Ms.  Roche  has  edited  CON- 
CERN for  four  years.  Previous- 
ly she  was  dean  of  students  at 
Pacific  School  of  Religion  and 
worked  with  United  Presbyterian 
Women  in  the  north  central  U.S. 

Ms.  Yeargin  has  been  respon- 
sible for  styling  and  proofreding 
with  CONCERN  for  19  years. 


"Tentmakers"  hold  annual  conference 


"Tentmakers"  are  ministers 
who  work  at  jobs  outside  the 
church  and  also  serve  pas- 
torates at  small  churches,  and 
more  than  40  came  together  in 
the  second  annual  Presbyterian 
Tentmakers  Conference  at 
Louisville  Seminary  Oct.  22-24. 

A  professor  of  Old  Testa- 
ment studies  at  the  seminary, 
Dr.  Johanna  Bos,  spoke  at  per- 
tinent biblical  and  theological 


issues.  A  former  moderator  of 
the  United  Presbyterian 
Church,  Dr.  Clinton  Marsh, 
spoke  on  "The  Future  Direc- 
tion of  the  Church."  An 
Episcopalian  liaison,  Jay 
Lowery,  spoke  on  practical 
issues. 

In  addition,  there  were 
workshops  on  important  issues 
in  "tentmaking"  and  a  panel 
on  "Strategies  for  Tentmak- 


ing." Panelists  were  Dr.  Nancy 
Ramsay,  the  Rev.  Carl  Smith, 
and  the  Rev.  Tom  Dietrich. 

For  information  on  the  pro- 
fessional association,  Presby- 
terian Tentmakers,  contact  the 
Rev.  Richard  L.  Righter,  1512 
Cory  Dr.,  Dayton,  Ohio  45406 
(telephone  513-277-7102). 
There  will  be  a  conference  next 
year. 


When  you  have  finish- 
ed your  copy  of  The 
Presbyterian  News, 
pass  it  on  to  a  friend. 


$66  =  $1,320 

Over  90%  of  the  adult  population  wear  prescription 
or  sunglasses.  CLEAR  DAY  anti-tog.  anti-static  lens 
cleaner  is  easy  to  demonstrate  as  a  lund  raising 
item.  Example...  40  members  x  10  bottles  would 
raise  $1,320  for  your  church.  40  demonstrator 
bottles  =  $66.  Demonstrate,  collect  and  order.  Nor- 
mally shipped  within  24  hours.  For  info,  write 
Clear  Day.  609  Hamilton  Ave..  Arcadia.  IN  46030. 


FREE  ESTIMATES 

I  rV    :       •  Stained  Glaaa  Insfullutifeo&M 
/*  Stained  GIush- Restoration 

•  Custom  Aluminum  Frames  '••>' 

•  Fiberglass  Baptistries  &  Steeples 
fGJlprch  .Furniture        V'^XVU  J 

T  &  STAINED  GLASS 
COMPANY,  IN(K#f4 


P  O  Box  67 
Harmony.  NC  28634 


Phone 

(704)  546-2687 


Classified  Ads 


Employment 

THREE  POSITIONS  AVAILABLE 
WITH  HORIZONS 

Horizons,  a  seven-issue  publication  —  six 
magazines  and  one  Bible  study  —  seeks  competent 
persons  to  fill  the  following  positions  for  the  of- 
ficial publications  of  Presbyterian  Women: 

Associate  Editor  —  equivalent  of  masters  of 
divinity  degree  required  as  well  as  journalistic  skills 
of  editing  copy  through  production. 

Associate  for  Administration  —  business- 
management  education  and  personnel  experience  re- 
quired to  manage  the  business  operations. 

Associate  for  Promotions,  three-year  appoint- 
ment; knowledge  of  Presbyterian  Women,  Presby- 
terian Church  (USA),  and  marketing  techniques 
required. 

Location  after  August  1988  —  Louisville, 
Kentucky. 

Location  before  August  1988,  negotiable. 
Deadline  for  receiving  applications:  February  15, 
1988. 

Write:  Rev.  Barbara  Roche,  Editor;  Room  454, 
475  Riverside  Drive,  New  York,  New  York  10115. 
(212-870-2661.)  An  equal  opportunity  employer. 

SYNOD  EXECUTIVE  —  SYNOD 
OF  LINCOLN  TRAILS 

The  Synod  of  Lincoln  Trails  is  seeking  a  Synod 
Executive,  ordained  elder  or  clergy  of  the  PC  (USA). 
This  person  would  serve  as  head  of  staff,  be  a 
representative  of  Synod  to  other  church  agencies  and 


bodies,  and  communicator  of  the  Synod's  mission. 
The  Synod  of  Lincoln  Trails  encompasses  seven 
presbyteries  in  Indiana  and  Illinois,  with  head- 
quarters in  Indianapolis,  Indiana.  Dossiers  should 
be  sent  to  K.  Paulson,  c/o  McKinley  Presbyterian 
Church,  809  S.  Fifth  Street,  Champaign,  Illinois 
61821-6299,  postmarked  no  later  than  MARCH  25, 
1988.  The  Synod  is  an  equal  opportunity  employer. 
The  search  committee  is  serious  in  its  commitment 
to  an  open,  inclusive  process. 

COLLEGE  STUDENTS  WANTED  to  serve  on  the 
1988  summer  staff  at  YMCA  Blue  Ridge  Assembly, 
a  Christian  Conference  Center  located  near  Black 
Mountain,  N.C.  Over  100  students  to  be  employed 
in  a  variety  of  work  experiences.  Write:  Summer 
Employment  Director,  YMCA  Blue  Ridge  Assembly, 
84  Blue  Ridge  Circle,  Black  Mountain,  N.C. 
287)1-9722. 

SUMMER  CHAPLAIN  OPENING 

5  weeks,  mid-summer. 

Housing,  meals,  and  transportation  provided. 
YMCA  Blue  Ridge  Assembly,  a  Christian  Con- 
ference Center,  84  Blue  Ridge  Circle,  Black  Moun- 
tain, N.C.  28711. 


Volunteer  Musicians 


STRING  QUARTET  PLAYERS  WANTED: 

A  search  has  begun  for  dedicated  Christian  musi- 
cians to  begin  a  string  quartet  ministry  of  instrumen- 
tal music.  Plans  are  being  made  to  accept  auditions 
and  interviews  early  in  1988.  Contact:  String  Quartet. 
2511  Providence  Rd.,  Charlotte,  N.C.  28211. 


Free  Cookbook 

FUND-RAISING  PLAN  THAT'S 
GUARANTEED  TO  WORK! 


PROVEN  WAY  TO  RAISE 
$500  TO  $5,000  OR  MORE! 

No  risk;  no  investment-  Churches, 
schools,  clubs  raise  thousands  of  dollars 
selling  their  own  exclusive  cookbooks 
Your  group  can  do  it.  too.  with  as  few  as 
ten  members!  Just  collect  recipes  from 
members  and  send  them  in.  We'll  publish 
your  recipes  in  your  very  own  beautiful, 
colorful  cookbook.  Attractive  books  are 
priced  low  to  sell  fast  and  pay  you  HUGE 
PROFITS.  Send  today  for  FREE 
fundraismg  kit  including  actual  sample 
cookbook.  Call  or  write  now! 


CALL  TOLL-FREE  1-800/351-7822 

OR  MAIL  COUPON  (In  TN  Call  1-B00/325-1994) 

Fundcraft  «Dept.  120 

P.O.  Box  340  •  Collierville,  TN  38017 


.  Fundcraft  •  DePt  120 

P  O  Box  340  •  Collierville.  TN  3801 7 
I  Please  senO  FREE  COOKBOOK  lund-raising  plan 
wilhout  obligation 
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ADDA-PAD 
PEW  UPHOLSTERING 

REVERSIBLE  CUSHIONS 
PEW  REFINISHING 

Our  installers  have  upholstered  over  1.000 
churches  1 5  year  wear  warranty.  We  can  upholster 
your  pews  on  site  for  less  than  loose  cushions' 
Call  us  for  a  FREE  estimate 


Interiors  Inc. 

CHURCH  FURNITURE  A  STAINED  GLASS 

800  Eastchester  Dr.  •  P  O  Box  5346 
High  Point  NC  27262-5346 
NC  1  (800)  922-6432  TOLL  FREE 
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Scotia  Village  gets 
grant  for  health  center 


Scotia  Village,  the 
Presbyterian  retirement  home 
now  under  construction  in 
Laurinburg,  has  been  awarded 
an  $80,000  grant  from  the  Duke 
Endowment  to  help  fund  its 
health-care  facilities.  The  grant  is 
part  of  Scotia  Village's  $3  million 
development  campaign. 

Scotia  Village  is  one  of  the 
three  homes  in  the  Presbyterian 
Homes.  The  others  are  the 
original  Presbyterian  Home  in 
High  Point  and  the  planned 
White  Gate  in  Raleigh. 

"The  grant  was  most  helpful 
in  meeting  our  local  commitment 
to  assure  construction  financ- 
ing," said  W.R.  Dulin,  member 
of  the  home's  board  of  trustees. 
"We  are  very  grateful  for  the 
confidence  which  the  Duke  En- 
dowment is  showing  in  our  ef- 
forts to  provide  comprehensive 
services  to  the  older  population 
in  southeastern  North 
Carolina." 

Now  under  construction  on  a 


66-acre,  wooded  site  on  Elm 
Avenue  next  to  St.  Andrews 
Presbyterian  College,  Scotia 
Village  is  scheduled  to  open  next 
fall.  The  first  phase  in  its  opera- 
tion will  provide  83  apartments 
and  cottages  for  independent  liv- 
ing, as  well  as  a  community 
center  containing  a  central  din- 
ing room,  shops,  multi-purpose 
rooms,  and  recreational  facili- 
ties. 

Scotia  Village  will  also  have  a 
40-room,  private,  health-care 
facility  and  out-patient  clinic. 
The  health  center  will  offer  skill- 
ed and  intermediate  nursing  care 
and  20  beds  for  "assisted  liv- 
ing." The  out-patient  clinic  will 
include  a  doctor's  office,  a  den- 
tist and  podiatry  office,  examina- 
tion rooms,  and  exercise  and 
therapy  facilities. 

Founded  in  1924  by  North 
Carolina  industrialist  James  B. 
Duke,  the  Endowment  is  one  of 
the  nation's  largest  private 
foundations. 


Calvin's  significance 
today  is  focus  of  event 


The  fourth  annual  Collo- 
quium of  Calvin  Studies  was  held 
at  Davidson  College  Church  at 
Davidson  College  on  January 
15-16.  Focusing  on  the  signifi- 
cance of  Calvin's  work  for 
human  life  and  the  church  today, 
the  colloquium  is  held  for  those 
who  are  concerned  with  the  study 
of  the  works  of  Calvin  and  of 
Reformed  theology. 

Speakers  and  their  topics  in- 
cluded William  Klempa,  pro- 
fessor at  McGill  University, 
speaking  on  John  Calvin  on 
natural  law;  Timothy  George, 
Southern  Baptist  Seminary,  John 
Calvin  and  the  agreement;  and 
John  H.  Leith,  Union  Seminary 
in  Virginia,  the  purpose  and 
nature  of  the  Colloquium. 

Others  included  Fritz  Busser, 


director  of  the  Institute  for 
Reformation  History,  Zurich, 
Switzerland,  Calvin  and  Bull- 
inger;  Charles  L.  Cooke, 
Medical  College  of  Virginia, 
Calvin's  illnesses  and  their  rela- 
tion to  Christian  vocation; 
Roland  M.  Frye,  professor  of 
literature,  University  of  Penn- 
sylvania, Calvin's  theological  use 
of  figurative  language;  and 
James  L.  Mays,  Union  Seminary 
in  Virginia,  Calvin  as  an  exegete 
of  the  Psalms. 

Others  included  Richard  Gam- 
ble, director  of  the  Meeter 
Center,  Calvin  College,  Calvin  as 
an  exegete  of  Genesis;  Carol 
Eire,  University  of  Virginia, 
Calvin's  attack  on  idolatry;  and 
Elsie  McKee,  Andover  Newton 
Seminary,  Calvin  on  the  eldership. 


Former  moderator  Benfield  dies 


Dr.  William  A.  Benfield,  72, 
moderator  of  the  General 
Assembly  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church  U.S.  in  1970-71 ,  died  on 
Dec.  9  in  Charleston,  W.Va. 

He  was  a  leader  in  the  peace 
movement  in  the  Vietnam  War 
and  traveled  to  Paris  as 
moderator  to  meet  with  Viet- 
namese and  American  negotia- 
tors. 


Benfield  was  a  graduate  of 
Davidson  College,  Louisville 
Seminary,  and  Southern  Baptist 
Seminar.  He  taught  Hebrew,  Old 
Testament,  and  practical  theo- 
logy at  Louisville  Seminary  and 
was  its  vice-president. 

Surviving  are  his  wife,  Eunice, 
three  sons,  and  two  grandchil- 
dren. 
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Lees-McRae  College  President  Bradford  L. 
Crain  (left)  reviews  blueprints  of  the  student 
activities  center  with  trustees  Tom  Broyhill, 
Roma  Melton,  Charles  Clements,  and  Bill 
Cochran  (all  in  front)  on  the  construction  site. 
Looking  on  in  back  are  Randy  Range,  site  super- 
intendent for  Davidson  and  Jones  Construction 
Company,  and  Melvin  Law,  the  college's 
vice-president  for  business  affairs.  The  trustees 


Photo  by  Bill  Sheffield 

are  members  of  a  committee  overseeing  con- 
struction. 

The  $1.9  million  center  will  provide  a  gather- 
ing point  for  students  and  will  house  a  large 
snack  bar,  recreational  rooms,  lounges  for 
study  and  relaxation,  offices  for  student  clubs 
and  organizations,  a  post  office,  and  adminis- 
trative offices  for  student  development. 


fathering'  will  highlight 
the  different  forms  of  prayer 


A  Quaker  meeting,  oral 
prayers  in  the  black  tradition, 
and  Eastern  Orthodox,  Hispan- 
ic, and  Asian  spirituality  will  be 
among  forms  of  prayer  partici- 
pants in  the  unprecedentedly 
ecumenical  "Gathering  of  Chris- 
tians" can  experience  this  spring. 
The  meeting  will  take  place  May 
21-25  in  Arlington,  Tex. 

Organizers  hope  to  draw  as 
many  as  3,000  American  Chris- 
tians to  the  gathering.  The  Na- 
tional Council  of  Churches  is 
organizing  it  through  a  team 
comprising  representatives  of 
Protestant,  Orthodox,  Evangeli- 
cal, and  Roman  Catholic  church- 
es. 

Daily  "Explorations  in  Spirit- 
uality" will  give  participants  the 
chance  to  experience  the  varied 
forms  of  prayer  from  different 
Christian  traditions. 

Other  "explorations"  will 


concern  daily  personal  prayer, 
using  the  Spiritual  Exercises  of 
St.  Ignatius  and  principles  of 
Buddhist  meditation;  feminine 
biblical  images  of  God  (involving 
prayer,  song,  mime,  and  dance); 
the  ancient  tradition  of  Lectio 
Divina  and  Centering  Prayer; 
charismatic  prayer;  prayer  of  the 
base  communities  of  Latin 
America  and  the  Philippines; 
prayer  of  the  Protestant  monas- 
tic community  in  Taize,  France; 
"creation  spirituality";  prayer  of 
friendship;  and  prayer  for  be- 
reavement. 

Each  Christian  tradition  has 
created  unique  forms  of  prayer 
in  response  to  specific  secular 
and  spiritual  needs,  organizers 
said,  and  they  added  that  experi- 
encing the  prayer  of  another 
tradition  can  powerfully  help  one 
understand  and  appreciate  that 
tradition,  as  well  as  affirm 


Liston,  dead  at  88,  was 
longtime  college  president 


Dr.  Robert  T.L.  Liston,  88, 
president  of  King  College  from 
1943  to  1968,  died  on  Dec.  9,  the 
day  before  his  89th  birthday,  in 
Quitman,  Ga.  He  also  served  as 
president  of  Davis  and  Elkins 
College  from  1940  to  1943. 

Liston  was  a  graduate  of 
Davidson  College,  Union 
Seminary  in  Virginia,  and  the 
University  of  Edinburgh.  He 


taught  Hebrew  at  Union  Semi- 
nary and  religion  at  Southwest- 
ern at  Memphis  (now  Rhodes 
College).  He  served  pastorates  in 
West  Virginia,  Virginia,  Ten- 
nessee, and  Scotland. 

Following  his  retirement,  he 
taught  Greek  at  Columbia 
Seminary. 

Surviving  are  his  wife,  Jane, 
and  two  sons. 


diversity. 

The  gathering's  theme  is 
"Pentecost  1988:  No  Longer 
Strangers."  Planners  took  it 
from  Ephesians  2:19-20:  "You 
are  no  longer  strangers  and  so- 
journers, but  you  are  citizens 
together  with  the  saints  and 
members  of  the  household  of 
God,  built  upon  the  foundation 
of  the  apostles  and  prophets, 
Christ  Jesus  being  the  corner- 
stone." 

The  dates  of  the  gathering 
span  the  week  between  Pentecost 
Sunday  in  Western  churches  and 
Eastern  Orthodox  churches. 

Plenary  activities  each  day, 
primarily  worship,  will  include 
Bible  study  and  either  a  keynote 
address  or  testimonies.  There  will 
also  be  workshops  and  forums. 

Registrations  received  by  Jan. 
31  cost  $125,  which  covers  atten- 
dance, registration  materials, 
and  one  dinner.  After  Feb.  1,  the 
fee  is  $150. 

More  information  is  available 
from  Pentecost  1988:  No  Longer 
Strangers,  Room  853,  475  River- 
side Drive,  New  York,  N.Y. 
10115  (telephone:  212-870-2081). 


Henry  Lofquist  dies  at  age  90 


The  Rev.  Henry  V.  Lofquist, 
90,  who  received  the  Southern 
Presbyterian  Peace  Award  at  the 
General  Assembly  of  the  Presby- 
terian Church  U.S.  in  1980,  died 
on  Nov.  13.  He  was  a  resident  of 
Greenville.  He  had  retired  in 
1966  from  the  pastorates  of  the 
Westminster  and  Berea  Churches 
in  Wilson,  which  he  served  since 
1963. 

Lofquist  had  previously  serv- 
ed as  pastor  of  the  Snow  Hill  and 
Jason  Churches  from  1959  to 


1963  and  as  chaplain  at  the  Good 
Samaritan  Mission  in  Asheville 
from  1943  to  1955.  Other 
pastorates  were  in  Alabama  and 
Mississippi. 

Born  in  Deland,  Fla.,  in  1897, 
Lofquist  graduated  from  Stetson 
University  and  Union  Seminary 
in  Virginia. 

His  wife,  Kathryn,  died  in 
1983.  Surviving  are  four 
children,  13  grandchildren,  and 
five  great-grandchildren. 


Important  Dates 

JANUARY 

25-28  General  Assembly 
Council  winter  meeting 
Louisville 

FEBRUARY 

5-6  Transitional  Council  of 
Synod  D  meeting,  Dur- 
ham 

16  Synod  of  North  Caro- 
lina Council  winter 
meeting 

29  Organizational  meeting 
of  Synod  D,  Univer- 
sity Sheraton  Center, 
Durham 

MARCH 

1  Synod  D  meeting  con- 
tinues 
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get  new 
titles 

The  executives  of  the  three 
antecedent  synods  forming  the 
new  Synod  D— North  Carolina, 
the  Piedmont,  and  the  Virginias 
:  — will  serve  in  1988  as  ad- 
ministrators of  the  offices  of 
those  three  synods.  The  offices 
will  be  known  as  the  Raleigh, 
Baltimore,  and  Roanoke  offices 
of  Synod  D;  all  three  will  remain 
open  throughout  1988,  with  their 
staffs  in  place. 

The  administrators  are  the 
Rev.  John  MacLeod  of  North 
Carolina,  the  Rev.  Carroll 
Jenkins  of  Piedmont,  and  the 
Rev.  Davis  Yeuell  of  Virginias, 
now  of  the  Raleigh,  Baltimore, 
and  Roanoke  offices  respec- 
tively. 

The  three  will  remain  in  charge 
of  the  staffs  of  the  three  offices; 
there  will  also  be  considerable 
work  of  the  antecedent  synods 
they  will  oversee  the  continuation 
of.  In  addition,  they  will  work 
closely  with  the  transitional  ex- 
ecutive director,   the  Rev. 
t  Lowelle  Simms,  in  managing  the 
transition  to  the  new  synod. 
MacLeod,  65,  has  served  as 
i  executive  of  North  Carolina  since 
;  1981.  A  native  of  Aberdeen, 
N.C.,  he  was  educated  at 
Pfeiffer  Junior  College,  David- 
son College,  and  Union  Semi- 
nary in  Virginia. 

He  served  pastorates  in  Caro- 
lina Beach  and  Wilmington, 
N.C.,  Sweet  Hall,  Va.,  and  Key- 
ser,  W.  Va.  MacLeod  was  called 
as  executive  of  Appomattox 
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Transitional  exec 
starts  work  in  Jan. 


The  three  administrators  are  the  Rev.  John  MacLeod  (left),  the 
Rev.  Carroll  Jenkins,  and  the  Rev.  Davis  Yeuell  (not  shown). 


Presbytery  in  1963,  and  later 
served  as  executive  in  Norfolk 
Presbytery  and  Westminster 
Presbytery  in  Florida. 

Jenkins,  52,  has  served  as  ex- 
ecutive of  the  Piedmont  since 
1981.  He  was  born  in  Chicago 
and  raised  in  South  Carolina  and 
Philadelphia.  He  graduated  from 
Johnson  C.  Smith  University  in 
Charlotte  in  1958  and  from  Con- 
well  School  of  Theology  at  Tem- 
ple University  in  Philadelphia  in 
1966. 

Beginning  in  1958,  Jenkins 
was  a  social  worker  with  the  state 
of  Pennsylvania's  Department  of 
Public  Welfare. 

In  1963  he  became  director  of 
the  Christian  education  program 
at  the  First  African  Presbyterian 
Church  in  West  Philadelphia. 
Jenkins  later  served  as  assistant 

Welcome  to 
new  readers 

The  Presbyterian  News  begins 
going  into  the  areas  covered  by 
the  former  Synods  of  the  Pied- 
mont and  Virginias  with  this 
issue,  though  we  are  starting  out 
with  small  mailing  lists  in  those 
areas,  from  which  we  hope  to 
build  gradually.  We  welcome 
those  new  readers  and  hope  you 
will  enjoy  the  newspaper. 

The  Transitional  Council  of 
Synod  D  has  made  the  paper  the 
official  newspaper  during  the 
transition.  The  newspaper  has 
for  many  years  been  a  North 
Carolina  newspaper,  so  it  will 
take  a  while  to  make  changes  in 
broadening  its  coverage.  For  ex- 
ample, a  committee  will  be  deal- 
ing with  what  to  do  about  pres- 
bytery pages  in  1988. 

So  bear  with  us  when  you  see 
North  Carolina  pages  in  this 
issue  in  areas  outside  North 
Carolina,  and  as  we  gradually 
make  changes  in  the  paper 
overall. 
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pastor  of  the  church  and  pastor 
of  Fifth  Church  in  Chester,  Pa. 
In  1971  he  became  the  first  black 
associate  executive  in  the  history 
of  Philadelphia  Presbytery.  He 
served  there  until  his  call  to  the 
Piedmont. 

Yeuell,  57,  has  been  executive 
of  the  Virginias  since  1976.  He  is 
a  native  of  Tuscaloosa,  Ala.,  and 
was  educated  at  the  University  of 
Alabama,  Union  Seminary  in 
Virginia,  and  McCormick 
Seminary. 

He  served  a  pastorate  in  Ala- 
bama, then  taught  at  Stillman 
College  before  joining  the  Board 
of  Christian  Education  with  the 
old  Presbyterian  Church  (U.S.). 
He  later  worked  as  an  editor  with 
the  John  Knox  Press  and  Harper 
&  Row.  He  became  resource  co- 
ordinator with  the  Virginias  in 
1974  and  executive  in  1976. 


The  transitional  executive 
director  for  Synod  D,  the  Rev. 
Lowelle  Simms,  has  begun  his 
duties.  The  Transitional  Council 
called  Simms  to  coordinate  the 
daily  work  of  making  the  transi- 
tion from  three  synods  to  one 
synod  throughout  1988. 

The  new  synod  will  choose  an 
executive,  probably  next  fall. 
The  transitional  director  is  not 
eligible  for  the  executive's 
position. 

Simms  has  worked  for  18 
years  in  administrative  jobs  in 
the  church,  the  last  five  as  in- 
terim executive,  for  three  presby- 
teries and  a  council  of  churches. 
Those  were  Twin  Cities  Presby- 
tery (Minneapolis),  the  Minne- 
sota Council  of  Churches, 
Eastern  Oklahoma  Presbytery, 
and  Seattle  Presbytery. 

He  attended  Northeastern 
Junior  College  in  Sterling,  Col., 
Park  College  in  Parkville,  Mo., 
and  Union  Seminary  in  New 
York,  with  one  year  of  seminary 
at  New  College  in  the  University 
of  Edinburgh,  Scotland. 

From  1956  to  1969,  Simms 
served  churches  in  New  Jersey, 
Pennsylvania,  and  Michigan,  be- 


Rev.  Lowelle  Simms 

fore  being  called  as  associate  ex- 
ecutive with  Scioto  Valley  Pres- 
bytery in  Ohio,  where  he  served 
until  1980.  In  that  year,  he  ac- 
cepted a  call  as  executive  of 
Missouri  River  Valley  Presbytery 
in  Nebraska;  he  held  that  post 
for  three  years  before  beginning 
his  work  as  an  interim  executive. 

One  of  his  first  tasks  was  to 
preside  over  a  retreat  meeting  of 
the  staffs  of  the  three  former 
synods. 

Simms  is  working  out  of  a 
transitional  office  in  Raleigh, 
N.C. 


Important  steps  seen  at  synod 


The  organizational  meeting  of 
Synod  D  will  take  place  February 
29-March  1,  and  commissioners 


to  the  meeting  are  expected  to 
See  SYNOD,  page  2 


Synod  School  will  offer 
learning,  relaxation  in  July 


The  first  Synod  School  of 
Synod  D  will  take  place  this 
summer.  The  synod  school 
has  been  an  annual  event 
sponsored  by  the  Synods  of 
the  Virginias  and  the  Pied- 
mont for  several  years;  a 
number  of  other  synods  have 
similar  events. 

This  year's  school  will  be 
open  to  everyone  from 
throughout  Synod  D. 

It  will  be  at  Massanetta 
Springs  Conference  Center  in 
Harrisonburg,  Va.,  July 
10-15.  The  theme  will  be 
"God's  People:  Discovering, 
Sharing,  and  Caring." 

The  synod  school  is  an  in- 
tergenerational,  interracial 
community,  where  people  of 
all  ages  come  together  to  relax 
and  pursue  continuing  educa- 
tion, said  Marlene  Butler  of 
the  Roanoke  office  of  Synod 
D,  who  is  one  of  the  orga- 
nizers of  the  school.  It  offers 
classes,  recreation,  and  social 
activities. 

There  is  a  nursery  for  small 
children  and  classes  in  the 
morning  for  people  in  age 
from  kindergarten  through 
adult.  This  year's  school  will 
have  a  special  program  for 


senior-high  students,  Ms. 
Butler  said. 

There  will  be  12  or  13 
courses  offered  in  the  morn- 
ing. The  school  will  offer  re- 
creation in  the  afternoon  and 
evenings;  those  activities  will 
be  optional,  with  people  free 
to  relax  however  they  wish. 

Among  activities  are  swim- 
ming, boating,  and  field  trips 
to  attractions  in  the  area,  such 
as  caverns  and  a  planetarium. 

Every  evening  will  have 
some  group  activity  planned, 
again  optional.  In  the  past, 
such  events  have  included 
square  dancing,  talent  shows, 
races,  and  carnivals,  Ms.  But- 
ler said. 

There  will  be  intergenera- 
tional  worship  each  morning, 
designed  to  include  children, 
and  worship  for  adults  each 
evening. 

Participants  will  stay  in  the 
Massanetta  Springs  Hotel. 

Some  of  the  courses  and 
leaders  for  the  morning  ses- 
sions are:  the  heritage  of  our 
new  synod,  John  MacLeod 
and  Ed  Newberry;  ministry 
with  the  homeless,  Carl  Maz- 
za;  decision-making  in  a  com- 
plex age,   on  biomedical 


ethics,  Richard  Webster;  the 
Women's  Bible  Study,  Bobbie 
Berry;  a  Bible  study  from  the 
new  Presbyterian  and  Re- 
formed Educational  Ministry 
curriculum,  Wayne  Moulder. 

Also,  spirit,  healing,  and 
wholeness,  Davis  Yeuell;  pup- 
pets, Deborah  Kemp;  becom- 
ing a  caring  church,  Robert 
Bolt;  on  being  Reformed,  Ken 
Byerly;  singles  and  relation- 
ships, Harold  Thornton;  and 
"me  and  we,"  Bill  and  Jean 
Cooley. 

A  brochure  on  the  Synod 
School  will  be  available  at  the 
three  administrative  offices  in 
Roanoke,  Baltimore,  and  Ra- 
leigh within  a  few  weeks.  The 
brochure  will  contain  a  regi- 
stration form. 

For  more  information,  con- 
tact Marlene  Butler  at  the 
Roanoke  office,  4841  Wil- 
liamson Road,  Roanoke,  Va. 
24012  (703-563-0393),  or  Ann 
Rudd  at  the  Baltimore  office, 
6600  York  Road,  Suite  205-A, 
Baltimore,  Md.  21212 
(301-377-7141). 

The  Presbyterian  News  will 
publish  more  detaP    bout  the 
Synod  School  a 
available. 
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NEWS 
BRIEFS 

A  North  Carolina  minister 
has  been  named  editor  of  The 
Presbyterian  Layman.  The 
Rev.  Parker  T.  Williamson 
will  continue  as  pastor  of  First 
Church  in  Lenoir.  The  Lay- 
man is  the  publication  of  the 
Presbyterian  Lay  Committee, 
a  conservative  Presbyterian 
group.  Williamson  will  suc- 
ceed James  J.  Cochran,  editor 
since  the  newspaper  began  in 
1  968. 

'89  moderator 
candidate  endorsed 

The  Rev.  James  N.  Wright, 
general  secretary  of  the 
United  Presbyterian  Church 
of  Brazil  (IPU)  and  a  pastor 
within  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
Presbytery  of  Arkansas,  has 
been  endorsed  for  moderator 
of  the  201st  General  Assembly 
in  1989  in  Philadelphia. 

A  Brazilian  citizen,  Wright 
has  worked  in  that  country 
since  1950. 

Novelist  Buechner 
speaks  in  Tryon 

Novelist  and  Presbyterian 
minister  Frederick  Buechner 
spoke  twice  in  Tryon,  N.C., 
on  Jan.  5-6  as  part  of  the 
Tryon  Ministerial  Associ- 
ation's annual  Ecumenical 
Lecture  Series.  Buechner 
spoke  on  "The  Relationship 
between  Art  and  Religion." 

Christian  educator 
nominees  sought 

Nominations  may  be  sub- 
mitted until  April  10  for  the 
1988  Margaret  Bowen  Award 
for  distinguished  service  to 
Christian  education.  Note 
nominee's  career  and  aca- 
demic background  and  in- 
clude nominator's  name,  ad- 
dress, and  telephone.  Send  to 
Office  of  College  Relations, 
St.  Andrews  Presbyterian 
College. 
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How  small  churches  can 
grow  is  meeting  topic 


Michael  Wyschogrod 


Rev.  George  Telford 


Relations  of  Christians, 
Jews  to  be  discussed 


The  relationships  of  Christians 
and  Jews  will  be  the  subject  of 
discussion  over  several  days  in 
March  in  Durham,  with  the 
leader  of  the  General  Assembly's 
theological  unit  and  a  Jewish 
philosopher  taking  part.  The 
meeting  arises  from  the  study 
adopted  last  year  by  the  General 
Assembly  on  "A  Theological 
Understanding  of  the  Relation- 
ship Between  Christians  and 
Jews";  the  discussions  in 
Durham  will  concern  that  paper. 

The  discussions  will  occur  at 
Presbyterian  and  Jewish  places 
of  worship  March  11-13.  The 
two  visitors  who  will  participate 
are  the  Rev.  George  B.  Telford 
Jr.,  director  of  the  Worship  and 
Theology  Unit  of  the  Presby- 
terian Church  (U.S.A.),  and  Dr. 
Michael  Wyschogrod,  professor 
of  philosophy  at  Baruch  College 
of  the  City  University  of  New 
York. 

Both  men  worked  on  the 
study. 


"The  paper  breaks  new 
ground  in  the  understanding  of 
how  Christians  understand  the 
Jewish  faith,"  said  the  Rev. 
Joseph  Harvard,  pastor  of  First 
Presbyterian  Church.  "It  has 
generated  provocative  conversa- 
tion across  the  church  and 
among  religious  groups." 

On  Friday,  March  11,  a  ses- 
sion at  Judea  Reformed  Congre- 
gation will  begin  at  9:30  a.m. 
Pastors  are  invited  to  attend. 
Telford  and  Wyschogrod  will 
speak  Friday  evening  at  the  ser- 
vice at  Beth-El  Synagogue  at  8:00 
and  again  at  the  service  at  1 1 :00 
a.m.  on  Sunday,  March  13,  at 
First  Presbyterian  Church. 

People  may  discuss  the  paper 
with  Telford  at  6:00  p.m.  on 
Sunday  at  First  Church. 

For  more  information,  contact 
Harvard  at  First  Church  in 
Durham,  305  E.  Main  St.,  Dur- 
ham, N.C.  27701  (telephone 
919-682-5511). 


Synod  to  hold  organizational  meeting  

Continued  from  page  1 

synod.  vote  on  recommended  program 

They  will  choose  a  name,    structure  and  staffing  pattern. 

2  Montreat  conferences  coming  up 


Rev.  Douglas  and  Sherry  Walrath 


Lay  leaders  and  pastors  from 
small  churches  will  have  the 
chance  to  consider  concepts 
about  growth  at  a  Conference  on 
Small  Church  Growth  April 
15-17  in  Research  Triangle  Park, 
N.C.  Leaders  of  the  meeting  will 
be  the  Rev.  Douglas  and  Sherry 
Walrath  and  the  Rev.  Robert 
Henderson. 

The  conference  is  open  to  peo- 
ple from  churches  with  200  or 
fewer  members  from  throughout 
Synod  D.  The  meeting  will  take 
place  at  the  Governors  Inn  on  In- 
terstate 40,  near  the  Raleigh- 
Durham  Airport. 

Douglas  Walrath  is  a  pastor  in 
the  Reformed  Church  of  Ameri- 
ca and  director  of  the  Small 
Church  Leadership  Program  at 
Bangor  Seminary. 

Sherry  Walrath  teaches  at  the 
University  of  Maine  in  Farm- 
ington  and  is  a  Presbyterian 
elder. 

Henderson  is  pastor  of  First 
Presbyterian  Church  in  Hender- 
sonville,  N.C.  He  worked  in 
evangelism  on  the  national  level 
for  the  old  Presbyterian  Church 
U.S. 

Sponsors  are  the  Evangelism 


Two  conferences  are  scheduled 
at  Montreat  Conference  Center 
in  March  and  April. 

The  March  conference  is 
"Toward  a  Christian  Under- 
standing of  the  Soviet  Union," 
March  25-28.  Speakers  will  be 
Suzanne  Massie,  Bruce  Rigdon, 
and  John  Carey,  president  of 
Warren  Wilson  College.  Wor- 
ship and  music  leader  will  be 
Russian  Orthodox  priest  Michael 
Roshak. 

The  conference  will  focus  on 
myths  and  realities  about  the 
Soviet  Union,  and  the  history 
and  current  situation  of  the 
church  there. 

There  will  be  sessions  in  small 
groups;  leaders  have  all  traveled 
in  the  Soviet  Union. 

In  April,  the  Stewardship  and 
Communication  Conference  will 
focus  on  new  directions  for  the 
church;  the  meeting  will  examine 
theology,  technology,  and  re- 
sources. The  dates  are  April 
17-20 

Nine  workshops  will  address 
varied  topics  in  communication 
and  stewardship,  many  covering 
both  fields  at  the  same  time. 

Registration  deadlines  are  Feb. 
26  and  March  18  respectively; 
higher  fees  will  apply  after 
those  dates.  For  information 
on  the  conferences  and  arrang- 
ing housing,  contact  Montreat 
Conference  Center,  P.O.  Box 
969,  Montreat,  N.C.  28757 
(704-669-2911). 


Christian  Unity 

Presbyterian  Moderator  Isabel 
Rogers,  Presiding  Bishop  Ed- 
mond  Browning  of  the  Episcopal 
Church,  United  Methodist 
Bishop  Roy  Sano,  and  Catholic 
Archbishop  Raymond  Hunthau- 
sen  will  speak  at  the  1988  Na- 
tional Workshop  on  Christian 
Unity.  The  meeting  will  take 
place  at  the  Hilton  Hotel  in 
Portland,  Oregon,  April  11-14. 

Sponsor  is  the  National 
Ecumenical  Officers  Associ- 
ation. The  meeting  is  intended 
for  people  involved  in  or  con- 
cerned with  Christian  unity. 

Eleven  seminars  will  address  a 
wide  variety  of  topics. 

Registration  costs  $75,  which 
includes  two  meals.  The  ecu- 
menical office  of  the  Presby- 
terian Church  (U.S.A.)  antici- 
pates paying  the  fee  for  Pres- 
byterians who  register.  Par- 
ticipants must  pay  for  lodging 
and  make  their  own  reservations 
with  the  Hilton. 

Register  with  the  ecumenical 
office  by  March  1 1  and  reserve 
room  with  the  hotel  by  March 
21.  For  a  registration  form  and 
more  information,  contact  the 
Ecumenical  office,  341  Ponce  de 
Leon  Ave.,  N.E.,  Atlanta,  Ga. 
30365. 

Church  libraries 

"Attracting  Kids  and  Teens" 
will  be  the  topic  of  the  spring 
workshop  of  the  N.C.  chapter  of 


the  Church  and  Synagogue 
Library  Association,  to  be  held 
March  12  at  Grace  Lutheran 
Church  in  Durham. 

Dr.  Pauletta  Bracy  will  speak 
on  "Books  that  Appeal  to  Young 
Adults";  she  teaches  at  the 
School  of  Library  and  Informa- 
tion Science  at  N.C.  Central 
University.  The  author  of 
Children's  Religious  Books, 
Patricia  Pearl,  will  review  recent 
books.  There  will  be  a  panel 
discussion  of  summer  reading 
programs. 

Free  publishers'  and  suppliers' 
catalogues  and  an  exhibit  of 
books  from  the  Cokesbury  Book 
Store  will  be  available. 

Registration  fees  are  $3  for 
Association  members  and  $5  for 
non-members. 

The  nursing  ministry 

A  conference  for  nurses, 
ministers,  educators,  and 
counselors  will  explore  the 
"whole  person"  approach  to  ill- 
ness and  health  and  examine  how 
ministers  and  nurses  can  work 
together  in  a  congregation.  "The 
Parish  Nurse"  will  be  held 
March  9;  the  Queens  College 
Division  of  Nursing  is  sponsor, 
along  with  six  Charlotte  churches. 

Registration  costs  $25,  which 
includes  continental  breakfast 
and  lunch.  Make  checks  payable 
to  Queens  College  Division  of 
Nursing  and  send  to  1900  Selwyn 
Ave.,  Charlotte,  N.C.  28274. 


Rev.  Robert  Henderson 

Task  Force  organized  by  the 
Synod  of  North  Carolina  and 
evangelism  committees  of  North 
Carolina  presbyteries.  The  Out- 
reach Foundation  also  helped 
make  the  conference  possible. 

Cost  is  $75,  which  includes 
two  nights  lodging  and  four 
meals.  For  more  information 
and  a  registration  form,  write 
Conference  on  Small  Church 
Growth,  P.O.  Box  10785, 
Raleigh,  N.C.  27605. 


Evangelism 
meeting  slated 
at  Massanetta 

The  third  annual  Evange- 
lism Conference  will  be  held 
at  Massanetta  Springs  Con- 
ference Center  in  Harrison- 
burg, Va.,  May  9-12.  Keynote 
speaker  will  be  the  Rev.  Ron 
R.  Rand,  co-pastor  of  College 
Hill  Church  in  Cincinnati, 
who  will  speak  on  "Helping 
our  Friends  Become  Chris- 
tians," which  is  the  theme  of 
the  meeting. 

The  Rev.  Paul  Eckel  will 
preach  and  lead  worship  for 
the  conference;  he  is  pastor  of 
First  Church  of  Atlanta. 

Sponsors  of  the  meeting  are 
Massanetta  Springs  Confer- 
ence Center,  Union  Seminary 
in  Virginia,  and  the  Presby- 
terian Outreach  Foundation. 

Nine  workshops  will  ad- 
dress various  aspects  of 
evangelism.  Among  workshop 
leaders  are  John  Sloop  of 
Harrisonburg,  Va.,  Robert 
and  Betty  Henderson  of  Hen- 
dersonville,  N.C,  Lonnie 
Oliver  of  Johnson  C.  Smith 
University,  Ray  Roberts  of 
Amherst,  Va.,  and  Louis 
Zbinden. 

Cost  is  $98.  To  register  or 
for  more  information,  contact 
Massanetta  Springs,  P.O.  Box 
1296,  Harrisonburg,  Va.  22801 
(telephone  703-434-3829).  In- 
formation on  scholarship  aid 
is  available. 


Apathy  Is  A 
Tough  Rap 
lb  Beat 


...It  Takes 

A  Good  Strong  Foundation 

A  wasted  life  or  one  of 
accomplishment?  You  can 
change  the  odds.  Give  that 
very  important  push  in  the 
right  direction  through  a 
Deferred  Giving  Plan  from 
the  Presbyterian  Church 
(U.S.A.)  Foundation. 

Constantly  active  ministries 
will  put  your  money  to  work 
in  the  future  to  improve  the 
chances  of  others.  You  can 
receive  income  for  life  and 
may  receive  certain  tax 
advantages.  Above  all,  you 
assure  that  your  stewardship 
goes  on  forever. 

There  are  six  Deferred  Giving 
Plans  to  choose  from.  Take  a 
moment.  Think.  Educational 
funding  is  only  one  option. 
Write  today.  Presbyterian 
Church  (U.S.A.)  Foundation, 
312  West  Trade  Street, 
Suite  400, 
Charlotte,  NC 
28202. 


Presbyterian  Church 
(U.S.A.)  Foundation 


New  York.  New  York  •  Charlotte.  North  Carolina 
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Much  accomplished  in  putting  new  synod  together 


Putting  our  new  synod  together  is  a 
matter  of  encouragement  and  even  ex- 
citement. There  is  a  mixture  of  rushing 
ahead  and  backing  up,  of  misunder- 
standings and  then  clarifications,  of  old 
blindness  and  new  insights. 

Now,  one  month  into  the  life  of  Sy- 
nod "D,"  it  is  amazing  to  see  what  has 
been  accomplished  by  the  Transitional 
Council  and  the  Committee  on  Struc- 
tural Design  and  Staffing  Rationale. 
Reports  being  prepared  for  the  first 
meeting  of  synod  will  bear  this  out.  The 
high-quality  commitment  that  these  per- 
sons have  given  puts  us,  all,  in  their 
debt. 

Putting  together  three  synods  is  no 
small  job,  especially  when  they  are  as 
different  as  Virginias,  Piedmont,  and 
North  Carolina,  and  particularly  when 
the  effort  is  to  fashion  a  "new"  synod 
rather  than  a  patchwork  of  the  old.  I  see 
us  on  the  right  track. 

The  Council  made  a  wise  choice  in 
securing  Lowelle  Simms  as  Transitional 
Executive.  His  experience  and  skill  will 
serve  us  well,  and  I  hope  during  the  year 
that  many  of  you  will  get  to  know  him 
personally. 


By 

John  D. 
MacLeod 


He  and  L.V.  Lassiter,  who  chairs  the 
Transitional  Council,  gathered  the  staffs 
of  the  three  synod  offices  from  Raleigh, 
Baltimore,  and  Roanoke  for  a  retreat. 
In  part,  this  was  to  help  us  get  ac- 
quainted, but  time  was  spent  dividing 
out  responsibilities,  so  that,  wherever 
possible,  we  would  not  have  three  per- 
sons in  three  offices  doing  the  same 
thing  (for  example,  campus  ministry) 
when  one  staff  person  could  serve  the 
whole  of  Synod  "D." 

For  the  transitional  year,  1988,  the  ex- 
ecutive office  will  be  in  Raleigh,  and  the 
finance  office  will  be  in  Baltimore,  but 
this  carries  no  implications  at  all  as  to 
the  future  permanent  location  of  the  of- 
fice. That  recommendation  will  come  to 
synod  on  February  29-March  1. 


Meanwhile,  some  new  titles:  Davis 
Yeuell,  Carroll  Jenkins,  and  I  have 
become,  respectively,  the  "adminis- 
trators" of  the  Roanoke,  Baltimore, 
and  Raleigh  offices.  At  the  moment, 
there  are  few  changes,  but  as  the  year 
progresses,  things  will  begin  to  come 
together,  particularly  as  new  committees 
are  named. 

Gwen  Kincaid,  our  finance  officer, 
and  1  attended  a  major  finance  commit- 
tee meeting  in  Washington,  and  Lowell 
and  I  will  be  attending  one  at  the 
General  Assembly  level  in  Louisville 
shortly. 

I  missed  the  North  Carolina  Celebra- 
tion of  Thanksgiving  and  Remembrance 
in  October.  The  former  Synod  of  the 
Piedmont  gathered  for  a  similar  occa- 
sion in  Alexandria  recently,  but  I  was 
not  able  to  go  on  that  date. 

Meanwhile,  things  move  along  here  in 
North  Carolina.  Our  Budget  and  Audits 
Committee,  chaired  by  Russell  Roebuck 
of  Wilson,  has  just  met  regarding  the 
1988  budget  and  the  process  of  conso- 
lidation. 

We  were  very  pleased  to  bring  the 
greetings  of  synod  at  the  dedication  of 


the  new  Cape  Carteret  Church,  where 
Bob  Oltman  is  pastor.  Al  Edwards  of 
Raleigh  preached.  The  building  is  archi- 
tecturally pleasing,  and  the  spirit  of  the 
people  is  excellent.  It  may  be  the  first 
church  to  incorporate  the  new  seal  of  the 
Presbyterian  Church  (USA)  in  two  of  its 
stained  glass  windows. 

On  the  way  home  we  had  an  auto- 
mobile accident,  but  everyone  involved 
is  all  right,  I  think,  except  for  some 
bruises,  so  we  give  many  thanks. 

Another  Sunday  found  us  in  Aber- 
deen, where  Bethesda  Church  honored 
my  sister,  Martha  MacLeod,  who  has 
just  been  approved  as  a  certified  direc- 
tor of  Christian  education.  Of  course  we 
were  all  proud  of  her. 

Finally,  for  a  wee  bit  of  fun,  I  went 
to  Portsmouth,  Virginia,  to  speak  at  a 
Burns  Night  dinner  of  the  St.  Andrew 
Society  of  Tidewater.  My  cousin,  Ed 
McLeod,  pastor  of  King's  Grant  Church 
in  Virginia  Beach,  is  president. 

With  temperatures  in  the  seventies  it 
seems  odd  to  see  piles  of  our  eight-inch 
snow  still  around,  but  so  it  goes — and 
could  come  again! 


Changes  likely  for  this  page 


Page  4  in  The  Presbyterian  News  has 
carried  columns,  letters  to  the  editor, 
and  other  commentaries,  as  has  part  of 
page  5  on  occasion.  Since  we  are  broad- 
ening our  coverage  throughout  Synod 
D,  we  will  likely  make  some  changes  on 
these  pages.  Like  any  other  changes, 
however,  these  will  be  evolutionary  and 


will  take  time. 

We  welcome  letters  to  the  editor  on 
these  pages.  We  are  also  open  to 
receiving  longer  guest  commentaries 
from  time  to  time.  Send  either  to 
Editor,  The  Presbyterian  News,  P.O. 
Box  10785,  Raleigh,  N.C  27605. 


COMMENTARY 


The  Super  Bowl  is  over! 


The  Super  Bowl  is  over.  From  the 
vantage  point  of  eternity,  such  an 
event  is  like  one  grain  of  sand  on  the 
Carolina  coastline — insignificant  and 
inconsequential.  When  you  compare  a 
sporting  event  with  all  the  complex  and 
difficult  issues  that  we  are  faced  with 
in  this  global  village — the  winning  or 
the  losing  of  the  Super  Bowl  is  of  no 
importance. 

Yet!  Such  an  event  consumes  some 
of  us  more  emotionally  than  any  oc- 
casion of  the  year,  including  religious 
rites.  I  just  read  an  article  in  Monday 
Morning  magazine,  suggesting  that  the 
Super  Bowl  should  be  included  in  the 
calendar  of  the  Presbyterian  Church 
(USA).  This  was  no  joke.  Sports  fans 
who  happen  to  be  Christian  know 
where  the  priority  is. 

It  is  common  practice  for  churches 
to  schedule  or  reschedule  meetings 
around  sporting  events.  An  interesting 
story  was  shared  with  me,  by  the  first 
female  elder  to  serve  on  her  church 
session. 

It  was  the  practice  of  the  session  to 
meet  late  into  the  night.  She  discovered 
why  at  her  first  meeting.  The  session 
met  on  Wednesday  nights,  and  before 
the  men  would  start  their  business  they 
would  listen  to  the  Wednesday  Night 
Fight  on  the  radio. 

She  put  an  end  to  that  practice.  But 
you  can't  keep  an  avid  sports  fan 
down,  so  the  session  agreed  to  meet  on 
Tuesday  nights — and  still  do — some 
forty  years  later. 

I  assume  by  now  you  believe  I  am 
building  a  case  against  trivial  events 
like  sports  and  the  centering  of  our 
lives  around  them.  Without  question 
a  good  case  can  be  made.  But  I  am  not 
making  such  a  case — on  the  contrary 
I  believe  sports  and  other  inconsequen- 
tial occurrences  play  an  important  part 
in  our  maintaining  sanity,  playfulness, 
and  recreation. 

Before  !  make  my  case,  let  me  con- 
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fess — I  am  a  sports  fan  and  more  than 
once  I  have  arranged  my  schedule 
around  Minnesota  Vikings  games. 

Our  global  village  is  full  of  complex 
issues  and  problems.  Daily  there  are 
news  reports  of  famine,  poverty,  revo- 
lution, counter-revolutions,  political 
and  religious  hypocrisy,  poverty,  and 
double-talk  on  how  to  address  these 
and  other  serious  issues.  As  a  practic- 
ing Christian  I  am  of  the  world  and 
mandated  to  address  the  problems  of 
it. 

But  once  in  a  while  I  need  a  break! 
Something  as  silly  and  innocuous  as 
watching  grown  men  teamed  up  at- 
tempting to  move  a  piece  of  pigskin  up 
and  down  a  field  is  a  welcome  break. 
In  the  total  scheme  of  things  it  is  silly 
and  maybe  inconsequential— but  such 
times  are  needed  on  a  regular  basis — 
to  balance  off  the  serious  stuff. 

I  also  believe  recreation  is  part  of 
God's  natural  plan  for  us:  we  are 
called  to  be  playful  and  silly.  It  is  a 
natural  part  of  us  which  must  be  ex- 
pressed. 

The  Super  Bowl  is  over,  but  there  is 
still  collegiate  basketball  and  its  Final 
Four.  Then  there  is  the  NBA  Cham- 
pionship Series.  Then  there  is  the  base- 
ball season.  And  once  again  I  will 
begin  cheering  on  the  Detroit  Tigers  to 
win  the  World  Series— in  what  may  be 
considered  insignificant  and  inconse- 
quential in  the  total  scheme  of  things. 

Tyrone  Burkette  is  president-elect  of 
Barber-Scotia  College  in  Concord, 
N.C. 


Changing  to  Synod  D 


"But  we  have  this  treasure  in  ear- 
then vessels,  to  show  that  the  transcen- 
dent power  belongs  to  God  and  not  to 
us."  (II  Corinthians  4:7) 

"I  liked  it  like  it  was" 

In  the  January  1988  issue  of  Pres- 
byterian News,  John  D.  MacLeod  Jr., 
executive  of  the  Synod  of  North 
Carolina,  writes:  "This  is  the  first  col- 
umn of  the  New  Year  and  the  first  that 
I  have  written  as  a  staff  member  of  the 
Synod  D.  ["D"  is  to  get  a  name  at  the 
February  meeting.]  So  with  a  tip  of  the 
hat  to  the  Synod  of  North  Carolina  as 
it  drops  over  the  horizon,  we  look  for- 
ward to  the  opportunities  which  lie 
ahead."  (Page  4) 

I  am  not  a  member  of  the  profes- 
sional staff  of  the  Synod  of  North 
Carolina  and  do  not  get  any  financial 
compensation,  and  never  expected 
any.  I  really  don't  know  what  my  of- 
ficial connection  with  the  synod  is. 
One  day  Vernol  Jansen,  who  was  then 
synod's  executive,  asked  me  to  write  a 
column  and,  since  no  one  has  ever 
asked  me  to  stop,  I  am  still  writing. 

So  in  writing  about  the  change  in  the 
alignment  of  our  synod,  what  I  write 
is  just  as  a  member  of  the  synod  and 
is  not  in  any  sense  official.  Because  I 
see  in  this  change,  as  I  have  seen  in 
many  changes  before,  another  evi- 
dence that  the  transcendent  power  of 
God  is  stronger  than  the  "earthen 
vessels"  in  which  we  sometimes  try  to 
keep  "this  treasure." 

"Earthen  vessels  or  treasure?" 

With  the  passing  of  a  lot  of  years, 
I  have  seen  a  lot  of  changes,  of  course. 
Some  of  the  changes  we  have  resisted. 
Some  of  them  should  have  been  resist- 
ed. What  we  have  to  do  is  to  pray  that 
we  will  know  the  difference  between 
earthen  vessels  and  treasure. 

I  recall,  for  example,  the  change  in 
church  architecture  when  we  went  to 
the  "Akron  Plan"  and  everyone  was 
excited  about  that.  Most  of  those  who 
read  this  column  will  never  have  even 
heard  of  the  "Akron  Plan." 

It  was  the  idea  of  having  the  pulpit 
in  the  center  of  a  half  circle  and  gather- 
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ing  everything  else,  including  as  many 
Sunday  school  rooms  as  we  could  get, 
in  an  arc  around  it.  There  were 
movable  partitions  to  divide  when  we 
wanted  to  divide. 

Another  example,  more  or  less  con- 
tinuous, is  the  desire  to  keep  on  with 
the  "old  hymns."  The  old  hymns  be- 
ing the  ones  each  one  of  us  knew  as 
children.  I  was  one  of  those  who 
"came  to  the  garden  alone,  while  the 
dew  was  still  on  the  roses." 

I  think  we  left  some  of  those  songs 
not  only  because  the  tunes  really  did 
not  contribute  to  helping  us  worship, 
but  also  because  they  were  so  self- 
centered,  so  concerned  only  with 
my  emotions,  with  how  /  felt. 

The  Way  it  Was 

Reading  Norris  Preyer's  recently 
published  book  Hezekiah  Alexander, 
it  was  called  to  mind  that  the  "new" 
alignment  proposed  for  Synod  D  is  not 
as  different  as  some  of  us  have  been 
assuming.  In  Hezekiah  Alexander's 
day,  the  alignment  of  synod  included 
Maryland,  Delaware,  the  District  of 
Columbia,  and  parts  of  West  Virginia 
and  Virginia. 

Parenthetically,  I  would  like  to 
recommend  Preyer's  book  to  anyone 
who  is  interested  in  church  history  in 
these  parts  of  the  world. 

Dr.  Kraemer  is  former  president  of 
the  Presbyterian  School  of  Christian 
Education,  a  former  moderator  of  the 
General  Assembly  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church  U.S.,  and  pastor  emeritus  of 
First  Presbyterian  Church  of 
Charlotte,  N.C. 

Editor's  note:  We  hope  Dr.  Kraemer 
will  continue  to  write  for  us  through 
whatever  changes  happen  in  the  world. 

He  has  written  for  us  for  more  than 
a  decade,  and  his  column  has  been  one 
of  our  most  popular  features  for  many 
readers. 


Ad  on  Contra  aid  seen 
as  "diatribe"  against  U.S. 


I  take  exception  here  to  the 
ignorance,  the  attitude,  and  to 
the  expressed  views  of  some  of 
my  clergy  colleagues  in  Synod 
D  who  have  the  same  type  of 
education  and  church  relation 
as  this  writer  to  the  editor. 

There  appeared  in  The 
Charlotte  Observer  on 
December  16,  1987,  a  full- 
page  article,  as  a  paid  adver- 
tisement, which  was  nothing 
less  than  a  diatribe  against  the 


travagant  display  might  as- 
sume two  impr.essions:  One, 
that  the  signatory  persons 
were  speaking  for  our  de- 
nomination as  a  whole  since 
the  title  "The  Presbyterian 
Church,  USA"  appeared  after 
each  Presbyterian  partici- 
pant's signature.  Another 
possible  impression  could  be 
received  from  reading  the  ad 
and  which  would  be  true  in 
fact:  The  signers  of  the  state- 
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United  States  as  an  alleged 
government  of  terrorism 
under  the  present  administra- 
tion. The  Observer  piece  was 
heaadlined:  "IN  THE  NAME 
OF  GOD:  STOP  UNITED 
STATES  —  CONTRA  TER- 
RORISM" (my  emphasis). 
The  elaborate  statement  was 
signed  by  29  persons  from  this 
area  in  conjuction  with  other 
ministers  acting  like  foreign 
policy  experts. 
Anyone  reading  this  ex- 


ment  were  indeed  exercising 
their  rights  as  individual 
citizens  and  as  church  mem- 
bers —  the  right  of  free 
speech.  It  is  my  understanding 
that  both  our  national  and 
church  constitutions  guaran- 
tee that  particular  right,  even 
to  the  extent  of  criticism  of 
governing  bodies. 


Rev.  Thomas  B.  Hoover 
Charlotte 
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Booklet  lists  resources  for 
various  programs  of  church 


A  Presbyterian  guide  to 
resources  for  many  different 
kinds  of  programs  the  church  is 
involved  in  has  been  published 
by  the  General  Assembly.  Con- 
nections is  a  guide  for  church 
leaders;  the  current  edition  is  for 
1987-88  and  is  a  new  revision 
from  the  first  edition  published 
in  1984  and  supplemented  the 
two  following  years. 

It  describes  books,  films, 
filmstrips,  videos,  audio  tapes, 
and  slide  sets  on  programs  rang- 
ing from  aging  to  youth  minis- 
tries, including  such  programs  as 
Christian  education,  evangelism, 
international  mission,  marriage 
enrichment,  peacemaking,  refu- 
gees, social  ministry,  steward- 
ship, worship  and  music,  and 
many  more,  covering  most  ac- 
tivities the  church  takes  part  in. 


As  an  example,  the  section  on 
hunger  contains  subsections  on 
hunger  organizations  and  net- 
works, general  hunger  resources, 
hunger  audiovisuals,  and  hunger 
publications  (magazines  and 
newsletters). 

The  booklet  contains  a  title  in- 
dex and  an  audio-visual  index,  as 
well  as  a  subject  guide.  It  also 
lists  where  to  order  resources, 
from  both  Presbyterian  and 
other  sources.  There  is  also  a 
complete  listing,  revised  as  of 
June  1987,  of  resource  centers  of 
synods  and  presbyteries  in  the 
church. 

Connections  does  not  attempt 
a  complete  cataloguing  but 
rather  serves  as  a  guide  to  major 
resources. 

Some  titles  are  cross- 
referenced;  in  addition,  some 


subjects  direct  readers  to  related 
categories.  Descriptions  of  titles 
include  the  ordering  number 
from  Presbyterian  Publishing 
House  or  Presbyterian  Distribu- 
tion Service  where  applicable. 

The  back  of  the  booklet  con- 
tains sample  order  forms  from 
those  two  sources,  providing 
complete  ordering  information. 

Copies  of  the  booklet  are 
available  for  $2  each  from 
Presbyterian  Publishing  House 
(*24087200),  341  Ponce  de  Leon 
Ave.,  N.E.,  Atlanta,  Ga.  30365 
(telephone  1-800-554-4694),  and 
from  Presbyterian  Distribution 
Service  ("340-87-0O1),  905  Inter- 
church  Center,  475  Riverside 
Drive,  New  York,  N.Y.  10115 
(telephone  1-800-524-2612). 

Nancy  Heinze  and  James 
Magruder  edited  Connections. 


Prison  conditions  examined 


Council  to  advise  service 
institute  on  religious  concerns 


The  Human  Services  Institute 
in  Greensboro,  N.C.,  has  formed 
an  advisory  council  to  consult 
with  regularly  on  religious  mat- 
ters. Among  the  eight  people  on 
the  council  will  be  the  Rev. 
Joseph  Mullin,  pastor  of  First 
Church  in  Greensboro,  and  the 
Rev.  Frank  Dew,  pastor  of  the 
Church  of  the  Covenant. 

The  Human  Services  Institute 
is  an  independent,  non-profit 
organization  that  supports  agen- 


cies serving  needs  in  health  care, 
education,  social  services,  fine 
arts,  justice,  and  recreation.  The 
Institute  holds  workshops  and 
offers  other  forms  of  help. 

The  religious  advisory  council 
will  consult  with  the  Institute's 
staff  on  matters  important  to 
religious  professionals,  including 
training,  administration,  conti- 
nuing education,  and  social  ser- 
vices. Others  on  the  council  are 
Protestant,  Catholic,  and  Jewish. 


A  videotaped  documentary  on 
prison  crowding  and  alternatives 
to  incarceration  is  available  from 
a  non-profit  group  in  North 
Carolina  to  churches  and  other 
groups  that  want  to  study  these 
issues.  The  N.C.  Center  on 
Crime  and  Punishment  produced 
the  program,  along  with  an  ac- 
companying discussion  guide. 

"The  Price  of  Punishment" 
aired  on  33  television  stations  in 
North  Carolina  last  year.  It  ex- 
amines prison  conditions  and 
considers  punishment  programs 
within  communities  as  one  op- 
tion to  deal  with  crowding.  The 
program  addresses  questions 
political  leaders  consider  in 
weighing  alternatives  to  prison 


Television  program  examines 
problem  of  homelessness 

■MS** 


Three  million  Americans  have 
no  place  to  call  home.  The  right 
to  shelter  —  be  it  a  Constitu- 
tional, a  God-given,  or  simply  a 
basic  human  right  —  has  not  ex- 
tended to  them.  Across  the  na- 
tion, homelessness  has  become  a 
major  problem  for  increasing 
numbers  of  the  poor,  the  unem- 
ployed, the  elderly,  mentally  and 
physically  disabled  people,  work- 
ing families,  and  single  women 
with  children. 

With  federally  funded  housing 
at  a  dead  stop  since  1981,  the 
private  sector  has  tried  to  pick  up 
some  of  the  challenge  of  pro- 
viding services  to  people  in  need. 
Many  churches  and  community 
organizations  have  been  in  the 
forefront  of  this  movement. 

On  February  28,  a  documen- 
tary film  produced  by  the  Na- 
tional Council  of  Churches  ex- 
amines the  magnitude  of  home- 
lessness and  what  people  are  do- 
ing to  combat  it.  The  one-hour 
program  will  air  at  1  p.m.  on 
NBC.  (Since  the  date  and  time 
could  vary  with  each  NBC  af- 
filiate, please  check  local  listings 
to  confirm  the  schedule  in  your 
area.) 

Narrated  by  Edwin  Newman, 
"No  Place  Like  Home"  per- 
sonalizes the  abstract  problem  of 
homelessness  by  presenting  pro- 
files of  homeless  people: 

•  an  older  man  willing  and  able 
to  work  who  can't  find  a  job; 

•  a  woman  and  her  children  who 
lost  their  home  to  a  city  gen- 
trification  project  and  have  since 
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lived  in  welfare  hotels; 

•  a  mother  of  five  and  victim  of 
domestic  violence  who  faces  evic- 
tion and  recurring  homelessness; 

•  and  a  family  enjoying  their 
first  apartment  after  years  apart 
when  he  lived  on  the  streets  and 
she  and  their  children,  in  shel- 
ters. 

The  portraits  of  these  vul- 
nerable, frustrated,  and  deprived 
individuals  bring  to  life  the 
significance  of  Matthew  25  — 
the  hungry,  the  thirsty,  the 
stranger  are  no  longer  hidden 
away  in  back  alleys;  they  are  in 
our  midst. 

The  documentary  also  reveals 
the  ministry  of  dedicated  reli- 
gious leaders  and  the  service  of 
community  activists  who  are  try- 
ing to  assist  the  homeless.  They 
include  Robert  Hayes  of  the 
Coalition  for  the  Homeless,  the 
Rev.  Jerry  Hill  of  the  Shelter 
Ministries  in  Dallas,  the  Rev. 
Canon  Lloyd  Casson  of  the  In- 
terfaith  Assembly  on  Homeless- 
ness and  Housing  in  New  York 
City,  and  Bev  Merrill  of  Wel- 
come House  Shelter  in  Cincin- 
nati. 


"No  Place  Like  Home"  cele- 
brates the  dignity  of  the  down- 
and-out  and  also  challenges 
viewers  to  consider  what  they  can 
do  locally  and  nationally  to  help 
stem  the  tide  of  homelessness. 

"No  Place  Like  Home"  is  the 
first  in  a  special  four-program 
series  called  "The  Promise  of 
America"  which  has  been 
scheduled  for  presentation  on 
NBC  from  February  through 
May  1988.  The  series  is  being 
produced  by  four  faith  groups. 
"The  Promise  of  America"  will 
explore  our  nation's  past  and 
present  commitment  to  certain 
political,  religious,  and 
humanitarian  founding  precepts. 

The  programs  will  be  broad- 
cast at  1  p.m.  on  the  following 
dates,  all  Sundays: 

February  28:  "No  Place  Like 
Home"  (Homelessness),  Na- 
tional Council  of  Churches. 

March  27:  "Beyond  the 
Dream:  Immigrants  in  America" 
(European  Immigration),  U.S. 
Catholic  Conference. 

April  17:  "The  First  Free- 
dom" (Religious  Liberty), 
Southern  Baptist  Radio  &  TV 
Commission. 

May  15:  "Covenant:  People 
of  the  Living  Law"  (American 
and  Jewish  Law),  The  Jewish 
Theological  Seminary  of 
America. 

Copyright  1987©  Cultural  In- 
formation Service  (CIStems, 
Inc.).  Reprinted  by  permission. 


against  construction  of  new 
prisons. 

The  program  asks  whether 
non-prison  programs  really 
punish  criminals,  whether  they're 
safe,  whether  they're  cheaper 
than  prison,  and  whether  they 
can  reduce  crowding  enough  to 
avert  a  federal  takeover  of  the 
state's  prisons. 

"The  Price  of  Punishment" 
takes  viewers  inside  several 
prisons,  where  inmates  and 
superintendents  talk  about 
prison  conditions,  including  the 
easy  availability  of  drugs, 
widespread  idleness,  and  the  ef- 
fect of  "crime  school"  on  less 
hardened  inmates.  In  addition, 
victims,  taxpayers,  judges,  law 
enforcement  officers,  and  pro- 
secutors talk  about  the  value  of 
prison  versus  the  value  of  restitu- 
tion to  victims;  rehabilitation  of 
inmates;  and  community  in- 
volvement in  punishment. 

Various  age  groups,  including 
high  school  students,  can  use  the 
discussion  guide.   It  offers 


various  study  options  for  the 
congregation  as  a  whole  or  for 
individual  classes.  It  includes  an 
overview  with  objectives  of 
study;  a  timeline  on  corrections 
and  a  list  of  supplemental  terms; 
questions  to  spark  critical  think- 
ing; and  activities,  including  a 
quiz  on  criminal  justice,  a  case 
study  of  sentencing,  role  playing, 
and  a  journal  project. 

A  high  school  teacher  in 
Raleigh,  Ken  Price,  wrote  the 
discussion  guide.  The  Z.  Smith 
Reynolds  Foundation  funded  the 
video  and  guide. 

The  Center  on  Crime  and 
Punishment  is  a  private  or- 
ganization that  works  to  improve 
North  Carolina's  system  of 
criminal  justice. 

For  the  video  and  discussion 
guide,  contact  the  Center  at  530 
North  Person  St.,  Raleigh,  N.C. 
27601  (telephone  919-834-7845). 
The  Center  asks  for  a  tax- 
deductible  contribution  of  $30  to 
offset  costs  of  production  and 
distribution. 
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You  should  know  better 
than  to  ask  a  preacher  if 
he  has  anything  to  declare 
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START  PLANNING  THE  BEST 
VCS  YOU'VE  EVER  HAD 


Vacation  Church  School  planners  in  all 
kinds  of  churches  got  the  biggest  and 
most  pleasant  surprises  in  their  lives  — 
when  they  were  introduced  to  and  used 
the  exceptional  material  which  we  helped 
provide  them  from  Augsburg.  They  were 
thrilled  by  it.  Here  they  found  large 
stocks  and  fast,  dependable  service. 

Now  .  . .  with  the  all- new  material  in 
hand  for  1988,  we  are  prepared  for  an 
even  greater  response.  Orders  come  in 
from  all  over  the  East  Coast,  West  Coast, 
all  over. 

JUST  LOOK 
AT  THESE  RESPONSES 
FROM  PAST  SEASONS 

"Your  material  was  the  best  we  have 
ever  used.  The  children  went  home 
talking  about  what  they  were  learning 
and  arose  the  next  morning  eager  to 
come  —  even  the  boys!!  The  music  was 
just  super.  We  are  so  grateful  for  such 
wonderful  and  creative  writers." 

—VCS  Chairman 

"...  I  was  skeptical  at  first  and  thought 
the  material  might  be  extremist  or  un- 
suitable, but  it  is  great." 

—Presbyterian  minister 

"This  material  is  excellent." 

—Presbyterian  minister, 
Spokane,  Wash. 

"Hurray  for  this  theologically  sound,  re- 
sponsible, enjoyable  curriculum!  Hur- 
ray for  your  promptness  in  sending  out 
materials." 

—Congregational  Church 
New  York  State 

Thanks  again  for  providing  this  great 
material  for  us  and  for  your  usual 
GREAT  service." 

—Missouri 


HUGE  INVENTORY 

Outlook  Book  Service  is  the 
largest  dealer  of  Augsburg  Vaca- 
tion Bible  School  material  in  the 
U.S.A.  You  can  be  sure  of  getting 
your  material  in  time  for  early 
planning  sessions. 

SHIPPING  POINTS 

Five  possible  shipping  points, 
which  we  select:  Virginia,  Califor- 
nia, Minnesota.  Ohio,  Texas  (just 
tell  us  your  planning  and  school 
dates  —  we'll  have  it  there!  I. 

SAME  DAY 
SHIPPING  SERVICE 

When  you  need  extra  speed,  call 
us  before  12  o'clock  noon  and  we'll 
get  your  delivery  on  the  UPS  truck 
that  very  same  day. 


"We  very  much  appreciate  your  prompt 
service  ...  all  of  our  leaders  are  en- 
thusiastic, and  I  have  found  your  di- 
rector's book  to  be  especially  helpful, 
as  this  is  my  first  year  in  this  position." 

—Director 

"Fantastic  material  —  but  appreciate 
YOUR  fast  service  most." 

—Director 


More  than  4,257  churches  —  from 
Maine  to  Oregon,  from  California  to 
Florida  —  have  used  our  Augsburg  VCS 
materials  and  fast  service. 

Here  are  our  customers,  by  denomina- 
tion, listed  according  to  number  ordering: 
Presbyterian,  United  Methodist,  Episco- 
pal, UCC,  Disciples,  Lutheran,  Baptist, 
Reformed,  Catholic,  Misc. 

Suggestions  for  promotion  with  bulletin 
inserts,  mailers,  posters  and  the  personal 
touch  are  in  the  kit. 

WE  LEARNED  about  this  fine  materi- 
al from  an  experienced  DCE  who  was 
serving  a  presbytery  in  leadership  train- 
ing events  for  several  churches.  She 
wanted  something  that  would  avoid  the 
usual  repetitions  and  duplications  (chil- 
dren facing  the  same  monotony  year  after 


year).  When  we  got  available  samples, 
she  liked  this,  we  liked  it,  and  the  thing 
began  to  spread.  So  here  we  go  again. 
Early! 

Every  church  will  want  an  examination 
kit,  but  time  is  of  the  essence  because 
plans  must  be  made  and  enough  material 
must  be  on  hand  before  the  starting  date 
(otherwise,  there  are  big  problems). 

This  great  material  can  make  the  dif- 
ference between  a  monotonous,  slipshod 
school  where  nobody  is  very  happy  and 
one  where  there  is  excitement  and  en- 
thusiasm. We  don't  want  your  church  to 
miss  it  THIS  YEAR  —  or  any  year.  But 
let  us  hear  now. 

Your  1988  examination  kit  is  ready  and 
waiting.  Just  say  the  word. 


A  JOY  TO  TEACH, 
AND  TO  LEARN! 


Jesus 


Loves  Me 


Such  a  joyous  theme,  Jesus  Loves  Me,  calls 
for  materials  that  make  teaching  a  pleasure, 
and  activities  that  make  students  eager 
to  learn. 

Augsburg's  1988  VBS  does  just  that. 
It  creatively  explores  the  many  facets  of 
God's  love  as  expressed  in  Jesus  Christ. 
A  love  that  reaches  out  to  us  today,  and  then 
flows  through  us  to  others. 

"  .  the  best  and  most  complete  we've  ever 

used."  VBS  Directors  (Ohio) 

.  Teachers  and  (students)  enjoyed  the 
program  to  the  fidlest" 

Director  of  Religious  Education  ( Maryland) 


■School 
Shepherd's  Love  Center, 


Only  $26.95  ($67.00  retail  value). 
Contains:  40-page  Series  Planning  Guide, 
orientation  cassette,  teacher  guide  and  stu- 
dent pak  or  book  for  each  age  level,  adult 
study  book,  song  book,  Family  Devotion 
Folder,  and  supplemental  items. 


A 


Please  send  me  one  Examination  Kit  (code  16-8801) 
(«  $26.95  (limit:  one  kit  per  congregation).  Please 
add  $2.00  for  postage  on  cash  orders. 


Ship  tn 
Addws 
City  


Sold  In 

Addres 
City. 


-zip- 


Outlook  Book  Service 

PO.  Box  C-32071 

Richmond,  Virginia  23261-2071 

Widely  used  by  Presbyterian  churches 
from  coast  to  coast  through  Outlook 
Book  Service.  Five  possible  ship- 
ping points  which  we  select. 
Fast  and  dependable 
service. 

Call  toll-free  1-800 
446-6008.  In  VA  call 
804-359-8442 
collect. 
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Eunice  Messier,  shelter  volunteer  coordinator  of  Peace 
Presbyterian  Church,  gives  a  check  to  Dan  Naugle,  treasurer 
of  the  Greenville  Community  Shelter. 

Volunteers  help  homeless 


Peace  Presbyterian  has  joined 
the  growing  number  of  churches 
and  organizations  seeking  to 
answer  the  needs  of  the  increas- 
ing number  of  homeless  in  our 
nation  by  supporting  the  Green- 
ville Community  Shelter.  The 
shelter  offers  showers,  soup, 
doughnuts,  and  a  mattress  on  the 
concrete  floor  of  an  old  school 
cafeteria  to  any  who  request 
them  regardless  of  race,  creed,  or 
condition.  Peace  has  committed 
both  time  and  money  to  this 
ecumenical  effort. 

During  the  second  week  of  the 
shelter's  operation  in  mid- 
January,  over  20  members  from 
Peace  volunteered  to  spend  the 
night  at  the  shelter  in  teams  of 
two  and  sometimes  as  family 
groupings. 

Who  are  those  using  the  shel- 
ter? Some  are  street  people,  some 


are  new  to  the  area  and  are  try- 
ing to  get  enough  money  together 
for  a  deposit  on  a  cheap  apart- 
ment, others  have  a  place  to  live 
but  can't  afford  fuel  and  visit  the 
shelter  only  when  freezing  tem- 
peratures make  it  necessary. 

Where  did  they  stay  before  the 
night  shelter  was  opened?  Ser- 
geant Hardy  of  the  Greenville 
police  department,  and  a  strong 
shelter  supporter,  says  "all  night 
laundromats,  condemned  build- 
ings, and  abandoned  cars." 

It  is  hard  to  measure  the  ef- 
fects on  those  using  the  shelter, 
but  those  from  Peace  who  have 
volunteered  to  serve  in  this  way 
say  that  by  the  time  they  dismiss 
their  guests  and  lock  up  the 
shelter  at  7:00  the  next  morning 
they  have  been  deeply  touched  by 
a  segment  of  society  that  many 
of  us  avoid. 


Make  summer  plans  now 


Destruction  of  the  old  bath  house  is  complete  and  work  is  under- 
way on  the  new  facility. 


Have  you  heard  about  the  ear- 
ly bird  getting  the  worm?  Well, 
in  this  case,  the  early  registrants 
get  their  camp.  It  is  not  too  soon 
to  be  making  plans  for  the  sum- 
mer. According  to  Rev.  Michelle 
(Mike)  Burcher,  by  the  end  of 
March  several  camps  had  already 
filled  up. 

So  if  you  enjoy  swimming, 


sailing,  crafts,  making  friends, 
playing  games,  and  learning 
about  the  Bible,  make  plans  now 
to  be  at  Camp  Albemarle  this 
summer. 

Need  more  information?  Please 
write:  Albemarle  Presbytery, 
Attn:  Camp  Albemarle,  P.O. 
Box  35,  Greenville,  N.C.  27834 
or  call  (919)  752-7156. 


CAMP  ALBEMARLE 

1988  Schedule 

June  19-25 

Camp  1 

Grades  3-5 

June  26-July  2 

Camp  2 

Grades  8-10 

July  7-9 

Camp  3 

Grades  2-3* 

July  8-10 

Youth  Sailing  Weekend 

Grades  9-12* 

July  10-16 

Camp  4 

Grades  6-8 

July  17-23 

Camp  5 

Grades  3-5 

July  24-30 

Camp  6 

Grades  4-6 

July  31-August  6 

Camp  7 

Grades  6-7 

August  7-13 

Camp  8 

Grades  4-6 

n  Limited  to  25  peop 

e 

*  Restricted  to  first-time  campers 

All  grades  mean  grade  completed  by  summer  1988 
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Kirkpatrick  receives  call 


On  January  30,  Bettie 
Kirkpatrick  was  received  by  this 
presbytery  to  serve  as  associate 
minister  for  First  Church  in 
Rocky  Mount. 

Fifth  in  a  line  of  ordained 
Presbyterian  ministers,  she  traces 
her  Presbyterian  roots  back  to 
Valentine  and  Martha  Kirk- 
patrick of  Cabarrus  County, 
N.C,  who  around  the  year  1800 
donated  land  to  their  church, 
Rocky  River  Presbyterian 
Church. 

Born  in  Danville,  Virginia, 
Bettie  grew  up  on  the  campus  of 
Union  Theological  Seminary  in 
Richmond,  where  her  father  was 
professor  of  homiletics.  There 
she  attended  public  schools  and 
spent  summers  with  her  grand- 
parents who  lived  in  Lincolnton, 
N.C. 

After  graduation  from 
Randolph-Macon  Woman's  Col- 
lege with  a  B.A.  in  English 
literature  in  1966,  Bettie  taught 
elementary  school  in  Richmond 
for  two  years. 

Her  love  of  teaching  led  to  her 


Additions  to 
Resource  Center 

Christians  and  Muslims 
Together,  Haines,  Byron  L. 
and  Frank  L.  Cooley.  Among 
topics  considered  are  the  faith 
and  practice  of  Islam,  a  brief 
history  of  Christian-Muslim 
relations,  and  an  overview  of 
the  present-day  Muslim  world. 

Baptized  Into  Wilderness: 
A  Christian  Perspective  on 
John  Muir,  Austin,  Richard 
Cartwright.  Austin  shares 
John  Muir's  personal  adven- 
tures and  reflections  as 
America's  first  advocate  of 
wilderness  protection.  Muir 
(1838-1914)  launched  a  suc- 
cessful campaign  for  govern- 
ment protection  of  natural 
resources  in  America,  and 
founded  Yosemite  National 
Park  and  the  Sierra  Club.  His 
writings  inspired  the  Ameri- 
can environmental  movement. 

Lest  We  Forget,  Swann, 
Vera  P.  These  brief  biograph- 
ical and  autobiographical 
sketches  are  taken  from 
Native  Americans,  Korean- 
Americans,  Hispanic-Americans 
and  African-Americans.  This 
collection  portrays  men  and 
women  who  have  served  faith- 
fully in  congregations  as  well 
as  national  and  global  levels 
of  the  former  Presbyterian 
Church,  U.S.  Includes  bibli- 
ography and  study  guide. 

Christ  in  Christian  Tradi- 
tion, Grillmeier,  Aloys.  This 
edition  of  Christ  in  Christian 
Tradition  is  revised,  rewritten, 
and  expanded  by  the  author 
with  many  footnotes.  Volume 
One  covers  the  earliest  time  of 
patristic  writing  up  to  the 
Council  of  Chalcedon,  A.D. 
451. 


When  you  have  finish- 
ed your  copy  of  The 
Presbyterian  News, 
pass  it  on  to  a  friend. 


Bettie  Kirkpatrick 

earning  a  masters  of  education  in 
curriculum  and  instruction, 
specializing  in  educational 
media,  from  the  University  of 
Virginia  in  1969. 


Her  election  to  the  position  of 
elder  and  her  desire  to  fulfill  her 
commitments  to  Lewinsville 
Presbyterian  Church  in  McLean, 
Virginia,  led  to  her  attending 
Wesley  Seminary,  only  nine 
miles  from  her  home.  Bettie 
graduated  magna  cum  laude  in 
May,  1987,  from  the  master  of 
divinity  program. 

On  August  22,  1987,  Bettie 
was  married  to  Michale  Kopach. 
Michale  is  a  life-long  resident  of 
Northern  Virginia  who  enjoys 
two  interrelated  career  paths  — 
industrial  tool  sales  and  tool 
making. 

With  a  degree  in  engineering 
from  the  University  of  Mary- 
land, Mike  has  worked  at  the 
Naval  Research  Laboratory,  An- 
drews Air  Force  Base,  and  has 
most  recently  been  the  D.C.-area 
account  representative  for  a  na- 
tional producer  of  industrial 
tools. 

We  in  Albemarle  Presbytery 
welcome  Bettie  and  Michale  to 
Rocky  Mount  and  into  the  fel- 
lowship of  our  Presbytery. 


Conference  on  small 
church  growth  coming 


Albemarle  Presbytery  is  offer- 
ing $25  scholarships  to  persons 
interested  in  attending  the  Con- 
ference on  Small  Church 
Growth.  There  is  a  total  of 
$1,000  in  funds  available. 

Sponsored  by  the  Synod  Evan- 
gelism Task  Force,  and 
evangelism  committees  of  North 
Carolina  presbyteries,  the  con- 
ference is  being  held  on  April 
15-17  at  the  Governors  Inn  in 
Research  Triangle  Park,  N.C. 

The  event  is  designed  to 
help  lay  leaders  and  pastors  of 
churches  with  200  members  or 


less  to  consider  concepts  and  op- 
portunities for  growth. 

Featured  speakers  will  be 
Doug  and  Sherry  Walrath  who 
have  served  as  consultants  to 
boards,  agencies,  regional 
judicatories,  and  congregations 
of  18  different  denominations  in 
the  U.S.  and  Canada. 

Sherry  Walrath  currently 
teaches  at  the  University  of 
Maine  and  is  involved  in  research 
for  the  Small  Church  Leadership 
Program  at  Bangor  Theological 
Seminary. 


Do  you  have  story  ideas? 


Do  you  know  of  exciting  things 
happening  in  Albemarle  Presby- 
tery? Submit  your  articles  and 


photographs  to  Sylvia  Goodnight, 
Route  16,  Box  150,  Greenville, 
N.C.  27858,  or  call  (919)  756-3991 . 


Presbytery  Calendar 


MARCH 


1 

3 
7 

17-  19 

18-  19 
22 

22 

24 

27 


Campus  Ministry  at  6  p.m.  in  Greenville 
Committee  on  Ministry  at  6  p.m.  in  Greenville 
Personnel  Committee  at  6  p.m.  in  Greenville 
Face  to  Face  in  Richmond,  Virginia 
Women's  meeting  in  Greenville 
Specialized  Ministries  Committee 
at  6  p.m.  in  Greenville 
Court  Operations  Committee 
at  6  p.m.  in  Greenville 
Clergy  Concerns  Committee 
at  7  p.m.  in  Greenville 
Palm  Sunday 


APRIL 

1    Good  Friday 

3  Easter 

4  Presbytery  office  closed  for  Easter  Monday 

5  Committee  on  Ministry 

7    Evangelism  and  Church  Development  Committee 

Christian  Education  Committee 
11  Council 

13    Mailing  of  pre-prestytery  packet 
23-26    Economic  Justice  Conference  in  Washington,  D.C. 
26    Presbytery  meets  at  Second  Church 
in  Rocky  Mount 
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Newsliners 


First  Church,  Salisbury, 

celebrated  Christmas  with  a 
cantata  given  by  its  Cherub 
Choir.  Other  Christmas 
events  were  the  Living  Nativi- 
ty ("our  annual  gift  to  the 
community")  and  a  Christ- 
mas tea  for  shut-in  members. 

Highland  Church, 
Winston-Salem,  welcomed 
Henry  Tysinger,  who  assum- 
ed duties  on  December  1  as 
organist  and  director  of  sing- 
ing and  ringing  choirs.  The 
church  recenlty  acquired  some 
video  equipment  to  be  used  in 
the  education  program,  as  the 
result  of  a  gift  from  a  couple 
who  had  received  an  unex- 
pected bonus  and  wished  to 
share  their  good  fortune  with 
the  church. 

The  Morganton  Church 
has  called  Dr.  Kirk  Allen  to 
serve  as  interim  pastor  for  six 
months  or  longer  as  needed. 
In  November  the  church  held 
a  reception  following  morning 
worship  to  officially  welcome 
Dr.  and  Mrs.  Allen. 

The  choir  of  First  Church, 
Lexington,  served  as  host 
church  for  the  presentation  of 
Handel's  Messiah  at 
Christmas.  Choir  personnel 
were  in  charge  of  all  ar- 
rangements. Also  par- 
ticipating were  choir  members 
from  First  Methodist, 
Reformed,  Lutheran,  and 
Grace  Episcopal. 

Hephzibah  Church, 
Bessemer  City,  has  a  new 
fellowship  hall,  for  which  the 
congregation  has  been  plann- 
ing for  more  than  20  years. 

At  First  Church,  Hickory, 
Archie  B.  (Mac)  McCall  has 
been  called  to  serve  as  direc- 
tor of  Christian  education  and 
youth  ministry;  and  Dr.  W. 
Maynard  Fountain  has  been 
called  to  serve  as  interim 
associate  pastor.  The  Worship 
Committee  of  the  church  is 
forming  a  Communion  Guild 
to  assist  the  session  in  the 
church's  regular  observance 
of  communion. 

The  chancel  choir  of  the 
Waldensian  Church,  under 
the  direction  of  John  Mode, 
presented  a  cantata,  "O  Ho- 
ly Night,"  by  John  Rutter. 
Also  during  the  Christmas 
season  the  church  observed  a 
Moravian  love  Feast. 

Members  of  the  Clemmons 
Church  enjoyed  a  Christmas 
open  house  at  the  home  of  the 
pastors,  Bob  and  Dusty 
Fiedler. 

Armstrong  Memorial 
Church  is  making  plans  for 
the  celebration  of  its  65th  an- 
niversary in  March.  Since 


1981  the  church  has  sponsored 
a  group  which  meets  on 
Thursdays  for  devotions  and 
lunch.  In  this  time  5,636  meals 
have  been  served  at  Thursday 
luncheons— 291  luncheons 
held,  with  average  attendance 
of  20.  Thanks  were  expressed 
to  Bea  Threadway  and  Mary 
Owens,  who  are  retiring  from 
the  "cooking  committee." 

A  group  from  the  Unity 
Church,  Denver,  recently  took 
a  trip  to  the  mountains  and 
visited  Grandfather  Home  for 
Children,  where  the  group 
was  treated  to  lunch  and  a 
tour  of  the  grounds. 

The  Lincolnton  Church  en- 
joyed a  covered-dish  dinner 
and  Thanksgiving  play 
presented  by  the  Bethlehem 
and  Celebration  Choirs  as 
Pilgrims  and  Indians. 

Lowell  Church  recently  had 
a  guest  Mrs.  Barbara  Dear- 
man,  who  gave  a  program  on 
her  trip  to  China  and 
presented  slides  and  informa- 
tion about  churches  in  China. 

First  Church,  Lenoir,  con- 
tinued a  Christmas  tradition 
of  several  years  by  taking 
Christmas  to  the  Mount 
Rogers  School  in  Whitetop, 
Virginia.  Gifts  of  food  and 
warm  clothing  were  delivered 
by  several  volunteers  (in- 
cluding Santa  Claus). 

Pat  St.  Charles  is  now 
director  of  Christian  educa- 
tion at  the  First  Church, 
Kings  Mountain. 

First  Church,  Winston- 
Salem,  sheltered  the  homeless 
in  its  fellowship  hall  during 
December.  Trained  volunteers 
from  the  church  offered 
assistance. 

Second  Church,  Salisbury, 
is  proud  of  its  new  stained 
glass  windows.  The  church 
hopes  to  publish  a  leaflet 
showing  and  telling  about 
them. 

First  Church,  Newton,  has 
a  children's  morning  out  pro- 
gram which  is  doing  well  and 
has  a  waiting  list.  The  church 
is  displaying  in  the  narthex 
some  paintings  by  the  Rev. 
William  E.  Griffiths,  a  retired 
United  Church  of  Christ 
minister.  One  of  the  paintings 
has  been  purchased  by  the 
Women  of  the  Church  for  the 
church  parlor. 

The  St.  Andrews  Church, 
Winston-Salem,  has  organiz- 
ed a  fitness  class  for  members, 
meeting  twice  a  week  for  ex- 
ercise, prayer,  meditation, 
relaxation,  stress  manage- 
ment, healthy  menu  planning, 
and  fellowship. 


Don't  Miss  These 

Evangelism  Area  Meetings 
9:30  to  4:00  p.m.  on  following  Saturdays: 
February  20,  First,  Statesville 
March  19,  First,  Mooresville 
April  16,  North  Wilkesboro  Church 

Visit  To  Historic  Churches  Of  Concord  Presbytery 

10:00  a.m.  to  3:00  on  following  Saturdays: 
April  7,  May  16,  and  May  21 

Mure  information  to  come  in  next  newspaper 
Sponsored  by  Bicentennial  Committee. 

Senior  High  Youth  Rally 

April  22-24,  Camp  Grier 
More  information  to  follow 
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Shallowf  ord  Church  dedicated 


The  new  building  of  the  Shallowford  Presbyterian  Church  was  dedicated  on  Sunday,  January  17. 
Elder  Isabel  Rogers  along  with  Dr.  John  Handley,  Cynthia  Kirkman,  and  David  Partington  led  in  the 
service.  A  choir  consisting  of  members  of  the  Shallowford  Church  and  First  Church,  Winston-Salem, 
also  participated. 

Pat  Myslicki,  an  elder  of  the  church,  said,  "This  is  a  beautiful  building,  but  we  hope  people  will 
realize  that  there  is  more  to  Shallowford.  We  are  excited  about  being  the  body  of  Christ  and  reaching 
out  to  those  around  us." 

Roy  Williams,  chair  of  the  Church  Development  Committee  when  the  church  was  begun,  said:  "This 
is  a  beautiful  place  to  worship.  It  is  good  to  see  the  fruits  of  our  labor." 


Renewing  Congregations 
work  of  church  developm 


By  Robert  T.  Oates,  Jr. 

"And  he  sent  us  to  preach  the 
Good  News  everywhere."  These 
are  our  instructions  as  found  in 
the  10th  chapter  of  Acts.  The 
good  news  is  that  we  can  be 
forgiven  of  our  sins.  God  did 
mean  then,  and  does  mean  now, 
for  us  to  bring  new  recruits  to 
know  him. 

As  Presbyterians,  we  have 
traditionally  believed  that  the 
best  way  to  bring  new  recruits  to 
know  about  God  is  through 
churches.  By  gathering  together 
as  congregations,  with  trained 
ministers  as  our  leaders,  is  how 
we  best  learn  about  God  and 
what  he  means  for  us  to  do  in 
this  world. 

In  this  belief,  the  Presbytery  of 
Concord  conducted  a  capital 
campaign  in  1980  and  raised 
$800,000  to  develop  new  Presby- 
terian churches  and  redevelop  ex- 
isting Presbyterian  churches. 
This  amount  was  approximately 
$25  per  communicant  member  of 
the  presbytery  and  made  a  strong 
statement  for  their  belief  in 
growth.  In  addition  to  this 
money,  we  know  of  individual 
churches  helping  other  churches 
on  a  one-to-one  basis.  This  was 
all  done  to  enable  us  to  preach 
the  Good  News  everywhere. 

The  many  groups  who  have 
worked  with  the  Church 
Development  Committee  have 
realized  the  difficulty  and  ex- 
pense of  creating  a  new  Presby- 
terian church.  Much  effort  and 
time  is  required  to  nurture  a  con- 
gregation through  the  formative 
years. 

On  the  afternoon  of  January 
17,  as  we  gathered  in  the  new 
building  of  Shallowford  Presby- 
terian Church  to  dedicate  this 
facility  and  heard  a  powerful  ser- 
mon from  Dr.  Isabel  Rogers,  the 
moderator  of  our  General 
Assembly,  you  had  a  feeling  that 
perhaps  God  was  pleased  with 


what  we  had  done. 

A  major  deterrent  to  church 
development  throughout  our 
presbytery  has  been  a  tendency 
for  churches  to  reach  a  certian 
size  and  stop  growing.  They  are 
comfortable  with  just  the  num- 
ber of  members  they  have.  If  15 
members  leave  during  the  year, 
these  15  are  replaced,  but  never 
any  more. 

All  churches  say  they  want 
young  couples  with  children  but 
do  very  little  to  have  programs  or 
facilities  to  attract  these  persons 
as  members.  The  present  church 
leaders  are  reluctant  to  share 
power  with  these  new  people. 

Some  churches  recognize  the 
problems  which  have  taken  con- 
trol of  their  ministry.  They  are 
dissatisfied  with  the  witness  they 
are  making  for  our  Lord.  They 
desire  to  have  programs  and 
facilities  that  meet  the  needs  of 
the  present  members  and  that 
will  attract  new  members  into 
their  fellowship.  They  want  to 
become  a  new  church  at  the  same 
location. 

In  many  cases,  these  churches 
do  not  have  the  financial 
resources  to  become  that  new 
church.  The  Church  Develop- 


Highlights 
ent 

ment  Committee  has  worked 
with  several  of  these  churches  to 
assist  them  with  financial  help  as 
well  as  supporting  them  through 
a  difficult  process.  The  commit- 
tee is  very  pleased  with  our 
results  to  date.. 

The  Presbytery  of  Concord  in- 
cludes 26  counties.  Since  1960, 
the  population  of  these  counties 
has  increased  significantly.  Dur- 
ing the  same  period,  the  member- 
ship of  the  Presbytery  has  re- 
mained steady  at  approximately 
35,000.  As  individual  churches, 
we  merely  replace  our  members 
who  die  or  leave  the  church.  Do 
we  believe  this  is  what  God 
meant  for  us  to  do  when  he  in- 
structed us  "To  preach  the  Good 
News  everywhere"? 

Moderators 
lead  worship 
at  Trinity 

The  moderator  of  the  General 
Assembly,  elder  Isabel  (Izzie) 
Rogers,  and  of  the  Presbytery  of 
Concord,  elder  Rudolph  Boone, 
led  a  special  worship  service  at 
the  Trinity  Church  in  Winston- 
Salem  on  Sunday,  January  17. 
They  were  joined  by  elders  Gin- 
ny  Couch  and  Cyndi  Taylor  of 
Trinity  Church. 

The  service  led  entirely  by  lay 
people  emphasized  the  leadership 
of  the  laity,  and  the  historical 
foundation  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church.  The  presence  of  the 
moderator  enabled  people  to 
come  to  a  deeper  understanding 
of  the  diversity  of  the  church. 

"Izzie  Rogers  brings  with  her 
an  excitement  about  the  church," 
said  Dexter  Taylor,  pastor. 
"People  here  have  always  iden- 
tified with  the  denomination,  but 
Izzie  helped  them  to  feel  that 
they  were  participating  in  the 
greater  church.  Our  Presbyterian 
foundation  was  made  stronger." 


3  workshops  relate 
community,  peacemaking 
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The  Division  of  Corporate 
Mission  of  Fayetteville  Presby- 
tery is  sponsoring,  through  its 
Peacemaking  Committee,  three 
workshops  in  1988.  The  theme  of 
these  workshops  is  "Community 
Formation:  A  Matrix  for  Peace- 
making." 

Participating  in  these  work- 
shops is  by  invitation  and  each  is 
limited  to  12  participants.  The 
design  of  the  workshops  is  based 
on  experiential  learning  theory. 

Also  behind  the  design  is  the 
conviction  that  community  is  the 
environment  in  which  peace- 
making takes  place.  Community 
is  defined  by  its  characteristics  of 
openness,  trust,  self-examina- 


tion, honesty,  and  concern  for 
others.  The  possibility  of  com- 
munity being  formed  is  increased 
manyfold  when  individuals  in- 
tentionally seek  to  develop  those 
characteristic  behaviors. 

Designers  and  leaders  of  these 
workshops  are  Don  Hardman, 
pastor  of  Culdee  Church,  and 
Jack  Mills,  associate  executive 
presbyter  of  Fayetteville  Presby- 
tery. Both  have  extensive  back- 
ground, training,  and  experience 
in  human  resource  and  organiza- 
tional development. 

While  participation  is  by  in- 
vitation, interested  persons 
should  contact  Jack  Mills  at  the 
Presbytery  office. 


Mission  Yearbook  videos  arrive 


The  1988  Mission  Yearbook 
Videos  have  arrived  for  use  by 
the  churches  of  the  presbytery. 
The  videos  are  designed  to  ac- 
company the  1988  Mission  Year- 
book entitled  Celebrate  The 
Journey. 

The  three  videos  are  entitled: 
"Harvest  of  Faith,"  "Light  To 
the  Nations,"  and  "Leaven  In 


the  Loaf." 

The  years  from  1789  through 
1989  mark  the  200  years  of 
history  for  the  Presbyterian 
Church  USA. 

If  your  church  desires  to 
preview  these  resources  please 
contact  the  presbytery  office  and 
schedule  these  items  for  use. 


Jobs  at  Camp  Monroe 
now  open  for  hiring 


Camp  Monroe  is  anticipating 
an  active  summer  program  dur- 
ing the  summer  of  1988.  At  pre- 
sent, several  positions  are 
available  at  the  camp  for  the  up- 
coming summer  program. 

If  you  are  interested  in  sum- 
mer employment  opportunities 
at  Camp  Monroe,  contact  the 
Rev.  M.M.  Mills  at  presbytery 
office,  339  Devers  Street,  P.O. 
Box  53627,  Fayetteville,  N.C. 
28305-3627  (phone:  (919) 
484-6106). 
Positions  include: 

Counselors:  highly  motivated, 
dedicated  young  people  who  are 
responsible  for  almost  constant 
supervision  of  campers.  Counse- 
lors must  be  1 8  years  of  age  and 
have  one  year  of  college  or  its 


equivalent. 

Salary  is  based  on  experience 
and  skills.  Outdoor  living  and 
water-safety  skills  are  highly 
desirable. 

Counselors-In-Training:  will 
be  assigned  to  work  with  an  ex- 
perienced counselor.  Salary  is 
based  on  half  of  that  salary  of 
counselors.  Must  be  17  years  of 
age  and  a  high-school  graduate. 

Pacesetter:  high-school 
students  15-16  years  of  age  who 
come  to  camp  for  experience. 
They  perform  numerous  duties 
around  the  camp  under  the 
supervision  of  their  designated 
counselor. 

While  pacesetters  receive  no 
pay,  they  have  room  and  board 
provided.  There  is  ample  time 
for  recreation  and  study. 


Calendar  of  Events 

(All  meetings  held  at  the  Presbytery  Center  unless  otherwise 
noted): 


FEBRUARY: 
26-28 

29-March  1 


MARCH: 
2-5 


PREM  Training 
lotte, 


Char- 

N.C. 


18-19 
18-20 

21 

26 

LOOKING  AHEAD: 

APRIL: 

1-3 

19 

21-23 


9:30  a.m. 

1:00  p.m. 
11:00  a.m. 


5:30  p.m. 


12:30  p.m. 


Synod  "D":  University 
Sheraton,  Durham,  N.C. 
10:00  a.m.  Registration 
begins  Lunch,  1:30  p.m. 
Opening  Session 

Peacemaking  Workshop  — 
Camp  Monroe 
Candidates  Committee 
Examinations  Committee 
Committee  on  Ministry 
Second  training  of  PREM 
Advocates  —  Camp  Monroe 
Face-to-Face:  Richmond,  Va. 
Youth  Spring  Retreat:  Camp 
Monroe 

Presbytery  School  Task 
Force 

Women  of  the  Church, 
Presbytery  "D":  Highland 


Office  Closed— Easter  Holi- 
day  s 

Church  Educators 
Candidates  Consultation: 
Raleigh  MOC  Rally: 
Bethesda  Church,  Aberden 
6:00  p.m.  Dinner 
6:45      p.m.  Program 
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Sanctuary  on  right  was  constructed  in  1851. 
Stewards  hall  (at  far  left)  was  constructed  in 
the  same  era  as  the  sanctuary.  Constructed 
as  a  dormitory  for  Floral  College,  it  was  us- 
ed as  a  rooming  house  for  young  couples 
following  World  War  II. 


In  1964,  stewards  hall  was  moved  to  its 
present  location,  and  it  houses  the  church  of- 
fice, library,  and  church-school  room.  The 
middle  building,  the  fellowship  hall,  was  con- 
structed in  1949. 


Church  hosts  beginning,  end 

The  beginning  and  the  end  of    was  the  site  of  the  first  meeting       This  anniversary  will  mark  the 


Fayetteville  Presbytery  will  have 
occurred  in  the  same  place.  Cen- 
tre Church  in  Maxton,  N.C,  will 
host  the  October  meeting  of  the 
presbytery. 
This  historic  church  in  Maxton 


of  Fayetteville  Presbytery  in  the 
year  1813,  and  this  church  will 
host  the  last  meeting  of  Fayette- 
ville Presbytery  before  the  for- 
mation of  the  new  governing 
body. 


175th  anniversary  of  our  Presby- 
tery. 


The  pastor  of  Centre  Church 
is  the  Rev.  Jeff  Welch. 


^  AC- 
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EPIPHANY 


A  Faith  For  All  Seasons,  Or  Better  Than  Hunting  Easter  Eggs 
The  Spring  Senior  High  Presbytery  Retreat  March  18,  19,  20. 
Camp  Monroe.  Cost:  $30. 

The  Youth  Council  is  excited  to  present  to  Fayetteville  Presbytery  youth  a  retreat 
that  will  attempt  to  look  at  the  Liturgical  seasons  and  how  we  celebrate  them  in  wor- 
ship and  study.  Senior  highs  only.  Special  guest  and  concert  artist  is  John  Paul  Walters. 
Registration  Friday  evening  between  7:00  and  7:30.  Dinner  will  not  be  served  at  Camp 
Monroe  on  Friday. 


»  ft  »  ft  ft  ft  ft  ft  i 


EASTER 


Overseas  learning  experiences  offered  Presbyterians 


The  International  Involvement 
Experiences  program  of  the 
Presbyterian  Church  (USA)  is 
sponsoring  a  series  of  group  learn- 
ing experiences  overseas.  Par- 


ticipants have  the  opportunity  to 
share  in  worship,  study,  and  con- 
versations with  their  counterparts 
in  partner  churches  overseas. 
For  more  information  contact: 


International  Experiences  Pro- 
gram, 475  Riverside  Drive, 
Room  1126,  New  York.  N.Y. 

Projects  inch: 
seminars,  and  ol 
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Women  of  the  Church 
1988  Spiritual  Retreat 
Saturday,  March  5 
Albemarle  Road  Presbyterian  Church 
6740  Albemarle  Road 

-Dessert  and  fellowship  with  friends  across  the  presbytery 
2:00 — The  Spiritual  Program 
Jean  Graham  Ford,  Speaker 


We  will  welcome  Jean  Graham  Ford,  a  popular  and  gifted 
speaker,  who  has  addressed  thousands  of  people  worldwide. 
The  wife  of  evangelist  Leighton  Ford  and  sister  of  evangelist 
Billy  Graham,  Jean  has  traveled  and  spoken  extensively  in  the 
United  States,  Europe,  the  Caribbean,  Australia,  and  Asia. 


Libby  Whiteley,  educator, 
certified  by  GA  council 


Libby  Engdahl  Whiteley, 
educator  at  Seigle  Avenue 
Church,  is  being  certified  in 
February  at  the  meeting  of  the 
General  Assembly  Council.  Her 
certification  has  been  approved 
by  the  Educator  Certification 
Council  of  the  General  Assem- 
bly, and  a  recognition  service  is 
planned  for  presbytery. 

Certification  is  the  process 
which  recognizes  the  professional 
preparation  and  performance  of 
persons  employed  as  church 
educators  in  the  Presbyterian 
Church  (USA).  This  process  sets 
standards  for  Christian  educa- 
tors and  provides  support  for 
professional  development. 

To  be  certified  one  must 
demonstrate  knowledge  and 
skills  in  Biblical  interpretation, 

Peacemaking 
Commitment 
at  Seigle  Ave. 

Twenty-one  churches  in 
Mecklenburg  Presbytery  have 
signed  the  Commitment  to 
Peacemaking,  a  statement  of 
commitment  to  integrate  peace- 
making into  the  life  and  mission 
of  the  congregation. 

The  latest  church  to  sign  the 
commitment  is  Seigle  Avenue. 

It  was  presented  a  certificate 
of  commendation  from  the  Gen- 
eral Assembly  at  the  February 
meeting  of  presbytery. 


Reformed  theology,  human 
development,  religious  education 
theory  and  practice,  and 
Presbyterian  polity,  program, 
and  mission.  An  amendment 
from  the  1987  General  Assembly 
to  include  the  certification  pro- 
cess in  the  Book  of  Order  is  ex- 
pected to  be  ratified  by  the 
presbyteries.  (Mecklenburg 
unanimously  passed  the  amend- 
ment at  its  December  meeting.) 

Libby,  a  native  of  Ft.  Worth, 
Texas,  is  a  graduate  of  the 
Presbyterian  School  of  Christian 
Education.  She  served  the  First 
Presbyterian  Church  of  York, 
S.C.,  prior  to  coming  to  Seigle 
Avenue  in  1983.  Libby's  hus- 
band, David,  is  pastor  of  the  Sec- 
ond Presbyterian  Church  in  Con- 
cord. 


ED  KILBORNE  CONCERT 
for  Junior  and  Senior  Highs 

March  6,  5:30-6:30 
Trinity  Presbyterian  Church 

3115  Providence  Road 
Charlotte 

Ed  Kilbourne  is  a  recording 
artist  and  Christian  enter- 
tainer. He  has  performed  at 
numerous  youth  retreats  and 
conferences. 

Admission  is  two  cans  of 
food,  which  will  be  given  to 
Loaves  and  Fishes. 

Sponsored  by  Mecklenburg 
Presbytery  Youth  Council. 


Outdoor  opportunities  for  spring 
at  lake  property  and  Camp  Grier 


As  the  weather  warms,  we 
begin  to  yearn  and  plan  for  op- 
portunities to  be  outside. 

The  presbytery's  property  on 
Lake  Norman  is  ideal  for  day 
outings,  day  camps,  meetings, 
worship,  recreational  events,  or 
overnight  camping.  The  proper- 
ty is  available  for  youth,  the. 
elderly,  the  church  family, 
children,  young  adults,  and 
others.  Call  the  presbytery  office 
to  reserve  your  date. 

organized  camping  ex- 


perience —  try  Camp  Grier  in 
Old  Fort,  N.C.  Camping  season 
begins  on  June  19.  Resident  cam- 
ping as  well  as  high  adventure 
camps  (including  canoeing,  sail- 
ing, backpacking,  and  biking) 
are  planned  for  rising  third 
graders-senior  highs. 

Brochures  are  available  in  the 
presbytery  office.  An  interesting 
slide  show  is  also  available  for 
groups  to  use  in  learning  more 
about  camping  opportunities. 
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Isabel  Rogers,  Moderator 
of  GA,  to  visit  March  27-28 


Catawba  and  Mecklenburg 
Presbyteries  are  getting  used  to 
General  Assembly  moderators  in 
their  midst,  both  those  who  are 
home  grown  and  those  who  are 
invited  to  be  our  guests. 
Moderator  Isabel  (Izzie)  Rogers 
has  many  friends  in  the  Charlotte 
area:  former  classmates,  former 
students,  former  colleagues  — 
and  it  was  high  on  her  priority 
list  for  a  visit  this  year.  She  is 
also  aware  that  we  are  two 
presbyteries  who  represent  a 
significant  number  of  Presby- 
terians and  Presbyterian  institu- 
tions, and  that  we  are  working 
toward  becoming  "Presbytery 
E"  in  1989. 

March  27-28  are  significant 
dates  on  all  our  calendars  as  they 
mark  the  beginning  of  Holy 
Week.  Moderator  Rogers  will  be 
our  guest  at  a  joint  presbytery 
gathering  on  Palm  Sunday  after- 
noon at  3:00  p.m.  (Place  to  be 
announced.)  This  event  will  be 
sponsored  by  the  corresponding 
women's  concerns  committees  of 
Catawba  and  Mecklenburg, 
COWAC  and  Women's  Con- 
cerns, chaired  by  Devia  Phinisee 
and  Pinky  Bender. 

Moderator  Rogers  has  also 
been  invited  to  be  the  guest  of  in- 
dividual churches  and  groups 
while  she  is  here. 

March  27 


1 1 :00  a.m.  Moderator  Rogers 
will  preach  at  the  chartering  ser- 
vice of  MorningStar  Presbyterian 
Church,  the  newest  church  de- 
velopment ministry  at  Hoods 
Crossroads  in  the  Mint  Hill  area. 

3:00  p.m.Catawba-Mecklen- 
burg  Worship  Service  and  recep- 
tion. 

March  28 

10:30  a.m.  Women  of  the 
Church,  Myers  Park  Presby- 
terian Church;  Moderator 
Rogers  will  be  guest  speaker. 

12:30  p.m.  PSCE  Alumni  and 
Educators  Luncheon,  an  infor- 
mal exchange. 

Izzie  is  a  lay  person  in  spite  of 
the  fact  that  she  has  been 
recognized  for  her  strong  pulpit 
skills  long  before  she  became 
moderator  of  our  Assembly  and 
has  resisted  the  urgings  of  clergy 
and  laity  alike  during  most  of  her 
years  of  ministry  to  pursue  ordi- 


Help  for  summer  planning 

Come  to  the  Presbytery  Center 
1830  Queens  Road 
Sunday  afternoon,  March  6, 
anytime  between  2:30-4:30 
for  a 
PREVIEW  . 
of 

Vacation  Church  School  Curricula 

Leaders  who  are  familiar  with  the  Augsburg  material  and  the  Vaca- 
tion Ventures  will  show  the  materials  and  suggest  ways  they  might 
be  used. 

Representatives  from  Outdoor  Christian  Ministries  will  discuss 
possibilities  for  summer  programming. 

This  will  also  be  a  time  to  learn  more  about  the  resources  available 
from  the  presbytery  and  to  have  some  "hands-on"  time  with  audio- 
visual equipment. 

PREM:  new  educational  ministry 
design  available  this  year 


Presbyterian  Reformed  Edu- 
cation Ministry. 

A  new  educational  ministry 
has  been  prepared  for  the  last 
decade  of  the  20th  century. 

It  is  for  congregations  of  all 
shapes  and  sizes. ..congrega- 
tions... 

who  are  in  smaller  towns, 
growing  suburban  areas,  urban 
neighborhoods,  and  in  the  coun- 
tryside; 

who  are  racially  and  cultural- 
ly plural  congregations  of  Black, 
Hispanic,  Asian,  Native 
American,  and  Anglo  people; 

who  are  made  up  of  those  who 
have  lived  a  long  time,  even  life- 
times, in  the  United  States,  as 
well  as  those  who  have  recently 
come  to  our  shores; 

who  are  celebrating  a  century 
or  more  of  mission  and  ministry 
with  those  whose  congregations 
were  organized  only  last  year; 

who  meet  and  worship  in 


storefronts,  schools,  office 
buildings,  and  sanctuaries  large 
and  small,  ornate  and  simple. 

In  order  to  provide  assistance 
in  interpreting  and  preparing  for 
this  new  venture,  27  people  have 
been  recruited  and  trained  and 
are  available  to  work  with 
pastors  and  congregations  this 
spring. 

The  following  persons  are 
sharing  in  this  ministry:  Lorelei 
Garrett,  Eddie  Beach,  Forrest 
Palmer,  Mary  Carol  Michie, 
Gerry  Jones,  Thelma  Cochran, 
Jocelyn  Hill,  Bob  Jack,  Dottie 
Metropol,  Kay  DeArmon,  Bren- 
da  Bledsoe,  Bea  Coker,  Anne 
Vickers,  Nell  Stegall,  Janice 
Chandler,  Rosanna  Fountain, 
Libby  Whiteley,  Beth  Lambert, 
Susan  Moseley,  Eubank  Taylor, 
Carlita  Hunter,  Sue  Ruddock, 
Jean  Love,  Carol  Griffith, 
Frances  Johns,  Marsha  Ghent, 
and  Anne  Turnage. 


nation. 

She  came  into  the  world  ex- 
posed to  the  profession  of 
teaching.  Her  father  was  a  well- 
known  and  beloved  teacher  of 
English  literature  at  Florida  State 
University.  After  graduating 
from  that  insitution,  she  receiv- 
ed her  master's  degree  in  political 
science  at  the  University  of 
Virginia. 

It  was  then  that  she  felt  a  call 
in  a  different  direction  and  went 
to  the  Presbyterian  School  of 
Christian  Education,  where  she 
received  her  master's  degree.  She 
became  campus-ministry  director 
at  Georgia  State  College  for 
Women  in  Milledgeville, 
Georgia. 

She  received  her  Ph.D.  at 
Duke  Divinity  School  in  1960 
and  returned  to  PSCE  in  1961, 
this  time  as  a  member  of  the 
faculty,  where  she  is  currently 
professor  of  applied  Christianity. 

Izzie  has  always  been  a 
teacher... in  her  conversation,  her 
classroom,  in  the  pulpits  she  has 
graced.  She  has  always  been  a 
concerned  Christian... one  willing 
both  to  lobby  and  to  work  for 
those  concerns. 

She  spent  a  part  of  her  sab- 
batical year  living  at  the  shelter 
for  battered  women  in  Richmond 
as  she  prepared  to  become 
knowledgeable  about  this  per- 
sonal and  societal  issue. 

Izzie  Rogers  is  a  rare,  fun- 
loving,  warm  human  being.  Be  a 
part  of  her  visit,  March  27-28. 

Churches  recognized 
for  CROP  walk  effort 

Several  churches  in  Mecklen- 
burg Presbytery  have  been  recog- 
nized for  their  efforts  in  the 
Charlotte  1987  CROP  Walk- 
Run. 

Top  fundraisers  included 
Covenant  (14,000),  Sardis, 
Sugar  Creek,  and  Westover 
Hills. 

The  Smallwood  congregation 
was  recognized  for  the  high 
percentage  of  persons  involved  in 
the  walk.  Forty  of  the  50  active 
members  participated  as  walkers 
or  sponsors. 

Approximately  $154,000  has 
been  collected  so  far  from  the 
10,000  walkers.  Crisis  Assistance 
Ministry  and  Loaves  and  Fishes 
have  been  the  recipients  of  the 
local  funds. 

Sr.  High  Retreat 
May  6-8,  Montreat 

Mark  your  calendar: 
Senior  High  Youth  Retreat 
May  6-8,  1988 
Montreat 
"ALL  TIED  UP" 

The  keynote  speaker  for  this 
third  biennial  event  will  be 
Woody  Berry,  director  of  stu- 
dent ministries  at  University 
Presbyterian  Church,  Austin, 
Texas.  Music  will  be  led  by  Jim 
Morgan,  traveling  minstral 
minister  from  Georgia. 

The  Sardis  Players  will  per- 
form "Lightshine"  and  there  will 
be  various  recreational  oppor- 
tunities and  small  group  times. 
Additional  information  is  in  the 
mail. 


Stewardship  potential 
to  be  explored  at  retreat 
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An  overnight  study  and  reflec- 
tion retreat  for  the  pastor  and  at 
least  two  key  persons  from  the 
stewardship  committee  is  de- 
signed to  help  these  persons  from 
each  congregation  "catch  a  vi- 
sion of  what  stewardship  is  and 
can  be  in  the  local  church." 

Presbytery's  Stewardship  and 
Education  Strategy  Committee, 
chaired  by  the  Rev.  Jim  Riss- 
miller,  pastor  of  Community  in 
Christ  Church,  Greensboro,  is 
attempting  to  provide  concrete 
and  practical  assistance  to  chur- 
ches now  as  they  begin  thinking 
about  year-round  stewardship 
education  and  how  to  be  more 
creative  in  planning  for  the  an- 
nual stewardship  season  em- 
phasis in  the  fall. 

Each  participating  church 
must  be  represented  by  the 
pastor  and  two  or  more  persons 
in  order  for  any  from  that  church 
to  participate. 

The  event  is  set  for  Friday  and 
Saturday,  April  29-30,  at  the 
newly  refurbished  Camp  New 
Hope. 

Pastors  come  on  Friday.  Be- 
ginning at  1:00  p.m.,  Dr.  Peter 
Lampe,  Union  Seminary  in 
Virginia,  will  lead  a  workshop 
for  pastors  on  "Resources  for 
Preaching  and  Worship."  This 
afternoon  session  will  include 
sound  biblical  exegesis,  helps  for 
expository  preaching  on  steward- 
ship, and  worship  ideas  and  re- 
sources on  stewardship  themes. 

Lay  persons  start  arriving  at 
4:00  p.m.  on  Friday  with  dinner 
at  6:00  p.m.  For  early  arrivals, 
a  tour  of  the  newly  refurbished 
facilities  at  Camp  New  Hope  will 
be  offered  at  4:30  p.m. 

Dr.  Guy  Delaney,  director  of 

Camps  need 
college-aged 
counselors 

Outdoor  ministries  hires  about 
15  college-aged  youth  to  serve  as 
senior  program  counselors  in  the 
summer  program.  First  year 
counselors  earn  one  hundred 
dollars  per  week  plus  room  and 
board  for  the  summer.  Past 
counselors  report  being  able  to 
save  a  good  bit  of  their  summer 
earnings  because  they  don't  have 
any  place  to  spend  it  when 
they're  at  camp! 

Staff  Associate  Paul  Ransford 
looks  for  spiritual  maturity  and 
a  love  of  children  as  the  first  two 
prerequisites. 

"I  do  get  inquiries  every  year 
from  people  who  are  just  inter- 
ested in  a  summer  job  and  want 
to  know  how  much  we  pay. 
Those  kinds  of  questions  are 
flags  for  me  that  a  person  may 
not  really  understand  what  we're 
about  up  here  and  how  import- 
ant a  solid  faith  commitment  and 
a  love  of  kids  really  is." 

Ransford  went  on  to  relate 
that  being  a  summer  counselor  is 
a  24-hour-a-day  job  that  is  physi- 
cally and  emotionally 
demanding. 

It  is  not  easy  for  Outdoor  Min- 
istries to  find  good  people  be- 
cause of  the  variety  of  options 
available  to  college  students  now 
for  ways  to  spend  their  summers. 

Our  children  need  the  very  best 
counselors  that  we  can  supply  for 
these  important  experiences  in 
their  faith  development. 

If  you  know  of  good  candi- 
dates to  serve  in  our  Outdoor 
Ministries  program,  you  are  en- 
couraged to  contact  Paul  Rans- 
ford at  presbytery's  office. 


continuing  education  and  the 
doctor  of  ministry  program  at 
Union  Seminary,  will  make  an 
opening  presentation  on  "Why 
We  Can't  Talk  About  Money." 
Later  that  evening  participants 
will  share  resources,  ideas,  and 
programs  that  have  worked  in 
various  churches. 

On  Saturday  morning,  Dr.  Al 
Thomas,  executive  of  Orange 
Presbytery,  and  the  Rev.  Claude 
Godwin,  member  of  Orange 
Presbytery,  former  staff  member 
with  the  Synod  of  North  Caro- 
lina, and  newly  appointed  asso- 
ciate director  of  the  Stewardship 
and  Communication  Develop- 
ment Ministry  Unit  of  the 
General  Assembly,  will  lead  a 
major  section  on  "Partnership — 
What  does  'connectedness'  mean 
for  stewardship  in  the  congrega- 
tion?" 

Saturday  afternoon,  partici- 
pants will  have  various  options 
available.  Workshops  on  "Build- 
ing the  Session's  Budget," 
"S.O.A.R.  (Stewardship  of  Ac- 
cumulated Resources)  and  Plan- 
ning for  the  Financial  Health  of 
the  Local  Church,"  and  "Mo- 
dels for  Stewardship  Programs" 
will  be  offered.  Participants  will 
choose  two. 

The  final  two  foci  for  Satur- 
day afternoon  are  "The  Other 
Nine  Months,"  a  way  for  year- 
round  stewardship  education  in 
the  church,  and  "How  Will  We 
Share  the  Vision?" 

Plan  now  to  attend.  Registra- 
tion is  $28  per  person,  including 
lodging,  three  meals,  and  hand- 
outs. Registration  forms  are  in 
the  churches  and  available 
through  presbytery's  office.  Ask 
for  one  now. 
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Bach's  Lunch  set 

Loretta  G.  James  ,  director 
of  music  ministries  at  Star- 
mount  Church  in  Greensboro 
and  moderator  of  presbytery's 
Worship  Committee,  announces 
that  for  the  fourth  consecutive 
year,  Starmount  Church  will 
sponsor  "Bach's  Lunch"  a 
week-long  series  of  mini-recitals 
and  lunch. 

This  year's  event  will  be  held 
March  7-1 1  and  will  feature  area 
artists  in  a  brief  recital  beginning 
each  day  at  12:15  p.m. 


WOC  meetings 
look  at  transition 

During  the  fall,  the  Women  of 
Orange  Presbytery  had  their 
seven  district  meetings. 

This  year  the  workshops  were 
focusing  on  the  year  of  transition 
prior  to  the  beginning  of  the  new 
denominational  women's  min- 
istry, Presbyterian  Women.  The 
workshops  were:  Planned 
Change,  Communication  and 
Conflict,  Volunteers,  and  A 
View  of  the  Bible  Study. 

A  variety  of  meetings  were 
held  previously  and  various  com- 
munications were  sent  about  the 
new  women's  ministry  design 
and  its  impact  on  congregations, 
but  questions  and  confusion 
continued. 

Marge  Monroe,  president  of 
the  Women  of  the  Church  of 
Orange  Presbytery,  and  Alta 
Abernathy,  both  "Partners  in 
Transition,"  decided  to  have 
more  training  meetings.  These 
meetings  were  held  in  Reidsville, 
Greensboro,  and  Smith  field.  The 
meetings  were  well  attended  and 
helpful. 


Durham  group  buys  shelter 


The  Durham  Presbyterian 
Council  has  agreed  to  join  the 
Durham  County  and  City  Gov- 
ernments to  purchase  a  building 
adjacent  to  the  Urban  Ministries 
Center  for  the  purpose  of  con- 
verting it  into  a  center  for  the 
homeless. 

In  an  editorial,  the  Durham 
Morning  Herald  on  Friday,  Jan. 
8,  referred  to  this  effort  as  "an 
impressive  show  of  cooperation." 

Haywood  Holderness,  pastor 
of  Westminster  Church,  Dur- 
ham, reports  that  Durham 
County  has  pledged  $250,000, 
the  city  has  pledged  $125,000, 
and  DPC  will  raise  the  remain- 
ing $175,000  from  the  Durham 
community  at  large. 

The  new  center  will  not  only 
house  the  current  DPC  tempor- 
ary shelter,  which  houses  about 
65  men  a  night,  but  will  also 
house  the  Watts  Street  Baptist 
women's  shelter. 

Education  in 
small  churches 
to  be  addressed 

Carolyn  C.  Brown  will  be  a 
guest  of  Orange  Presbytery  April 
7-20,  to  address  the  specific 
educational  needs  of  our  smaller 
churches  and  to  provide  "hands-on" 
support  for  these  congregations. 

The  Task  Force  on  Ministry 
with  Children  in  Small  Churches 
is  chaired  by  the  Rev.  Dan  Dur- 
way,  pastor  of  the  Crestwood 
Church,  High  Point,  and  has  de- 
fined the  "small  church"  as  hav- 
ing a  membership  of  approxi- 
mately 150  members  or  less. 
There  are  77  such  in  Orange 
Presbytery. 

Two  focal  events  are  slated 
during  Ms.  Brown's  visit: 

1)  A  workship  aimed  at  help- 
ing smaller  churches  build  a  vi- 
sion for  their  educational  min- 
istry will  be  held  Saturday,  April 
9, 9-5,  at  Camp  New  Hope.  Each 
church  is  encouraged  to  bring 
two  to  four  representatives  (pas- 
tor, clerk  of  session,  elder,  Chris- 
tian education  committee  mem- 
ber, teacher,  Sunday  School  su- 
perintendent, or  interested  pa- 
rent). Cost:  $5.00. 

2)  Congregations  which  parti- 
cipate in  the  day-long  workshop 
may  take  advantage  of  the  added 
bonus  of  individual  church  con- 
sultation. Ms.  Brown  will  be 
available  to  visit  these  congrega- 
tions, to  consider  specific  needs 
of  smaller  church  education  such 
as  choosing  curriculum  mater- 
ials, grouping  classes  by  blended 
ages,  recruiting  teachers,  orga- 
nizing a  Christian  education 
committee,  making  space  ar- 
rangements, or  involving  child- 
ren in  worship. 

Consultations  with  Ms.  Brown 
will  be  scheduled  at  the  work- 
shop. She  will  also  be  available 
for  appointments  at  presbytery's 
office. 

A  graduate  of  Rhodes  College, 
Ms.  Brown  is  familiar  to  Orange 
Presbytery,  having  served  for 
four  years  as  director  of  Chris- 
tian education  in  a  cluster  of 
seven  churches  in  Orange  Coun- 
ty, and  on  the  staffs  of  Cross- 
roads Church,  Mebane,  and  Fo- 
rest Hills  Church,  High  Point. 

She  has  authored  two  books. 


Federal  funding  has  been  se- 
cured to  offer  medical  and  para- 
medical services  within  the  new 
facility.  Substance-abuse  re- 
sources will  be  available  as  well 
as  an  extensive  mental-health 
daytime  program. 

The  Presbyterians  will  con- 
tinue to  operate  the  shelter  pro- 
gram and  the  jobs-placement 
service. 

In  the  Morning  Herald's 
editorial  the  question  was  raised, 
"Why  is  a  full-time,  year-round 
shelter  needed?" 

Their  answer  was:  "That's 
best  answered  by  describing  Dur- 
ham's homeless.  Some  are  peo- 
ple whose  luck  has  run  out, 
whose  brains  have  been  fried  by 
drugs  and  alcohol,  who  have 
serious  health  problems.  Most 
have  been  released  from  mental 
hospitals  because  of  liberalized 
laws  prohibiting  long-term  insti- 
tutionalization. On  the  streets, 


they  are  often  a  danger  to  each 
other  and  the  public.  They  des- 
perately need  help." 

John  L.  Atkins,  an  elder  at 
Westminster,  Durham,  has  been 
appointed  to  chair  the  fund- 
raising  committee.  $50,000  has 
already  been  pledged  or  raised. 
Contributions  may  be  sent  to 
The  New  Shelter,  Durham  Pres- 
byterian Council,  3639  Chapel 
Hill  Road,  Durham,  N.C.  27707. 

The  D.P.C.  has  already  re- 
ceived acclaim  and  attention 
throughout  the  denomination  for 
its  responsiveness  and  creativity 
in  helping  churches  to  respond  to 
these  needs,  and  once  again,  this 
action  provides  a  useful  model 
for  other  churches  and  commu- 
nities in  providing  greatly  need- 
ed services  to  those,  "the  least  of 
these,"  the  homeless. 

The  Rev.  Steven  Berghaus  is 
president  of  the  Durham  Presby- 
terian Council. 


Renovated  facilities 
ready  at  New  Hope 


Take  a  ride  this  spring  when 
the  weather  gets  better.  Ride 
out  to  Camp  New  Hope  be- 
tween Chapel  Hill  and  Hills- 
borough on  Route  86  and  see 
the  dramatic  changes  that  are 
taking  place  at  our  facility. 

After  years  of  planninng 
and  then  an  extended  capital- 
funds  campaign,  we've  finally 
gotten  to  the  bricks  and  mor- 
tar stage. 

Renovations  are  complete 
at  the  May  Guest  House, 
which  can  now  comfortably 
serve  adult  retreats  and  meet- 
ings. The  cozy  cottage  is  air- 
conditioned,  and  fitted  with 
sky-lights  and  all  new  furni- 
ture. The  World  War  II  bunk 
beds  are  gone  along  with  the 
musty  smell. 

Up  the  hill  from  the  May 
Guest  house  is  another  cabin 
that  has  been  completely  re- 


furbished both  inside  and  out. 
It  will  serve  along  with  the 
May  Guest  house  as  adult 
housing. 

Across  campus,  startling 
changes  are  taking  place  at 
what  a  lot  of  Orange  Presby- 
terians remember  as  the  old 
dining  hall  and  retreat  center. 
New  siding,  a  new  deck,  new 
upstairs  bathrooms,  lots  of 
new  windows,  and  a  re-done 
interior  will  grace  this  building 
newly  christened  "Dogwood 
Center." 

Camp  New  Hope  hosts  a 
number  of  groups  that  served 
the  physically  handicapped, 
and  when  our  work  is  com- 
plete at  the  camp,  it  will  be 
readily  accessible  to  the  elder- 
ly and  to  folks  confined  to 
wheelchairs. 

Take  a  ride  this  spring  and 
come  see  Camp  New  Hope. 


Tips  on  evangelism 
focus  of  seminar 


Presbytery's  Evangelism  Com- 
mittee, chaired  by  the  Rev.  Ed 
Henegar,  pastor  of  Blacknall 
Memorial  Church  in  Durham,  is 
excited  about  a  seminar  on  evan- 
gelism set  for  Tuesday  and  Wed- 
nesday, March  1-2,  in  the  newly 
renovated  facilities  of  Camp 
New  Hope. 

As  a  part  of  the  denomina- 
tional commitment  to  evan- 
gelism, New  Age  Dawning, 
several  members  of  presbytery's 
committee  participated  in  a 
Pastor's  School  of  Evangelism 
recently  held  in  Durham,  led  by 
Dr.  Ben  Johnson,  professor  of 
evangelism  at  Columbia  Theo- 
logical Seminary  in  Decatur,  Ga. 
Among  those  attending  are  the 
leaders  for  this  event,  the  Rev. 
Wilkes  Macaulay,  recently  re- 
tired and  until  the  first  of  the 
year  pastor  of  First  Church, 
Asheboro,  and  Tyrone  Burkette, 
President-Elect  of  Barbara 
Scotia  College  and  formerly 


associate  synod  executive  with 
the  Synod  of  North  Carolina. 

Wilkes  Macaulay  observed 
that  upon  returning  from  John- 
son's Pastor's  School,  he  and  the 
members  of  his  local  Witness 
Committee  "decided  to  put  into 
practice  some  of  the  suggestions 
Johnson  had  made... we  made  an 
effort  to  see  what  our  church 
would  look  like  from  a  visitor's 
point  of  view... we  kept  better 
records  of  our  visitors  and 
followed  up  on  these  contacts... 
we  used  the  book  Join  the 
Church  with  adult  inquirers  and 
we  began  doing  a  better  job  of 
assimilating  new  members  into 
our  church  family." 

These  and  other  very  practical 
suggestions  will  be  discussed  as 
a  part  of  the  evangelism  event 
planned  for  early  March. 

Registration  forms  are  in  your 
church   offices,  or 
presbytery's  offi 
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Evil:  lecture  series 
probes  the  problem 


The  University  of  North 
Carolina  at  Wilmington  is  hav- 
ing a  series  of  lectures  entitled 
"Confronting  The  Problem  of 
Evil."  These  lectures  are  spon- 
sored by  the  philosphy  and 
religion  department. 

They  are  on  Thursday  even- 
ings beginning  February  11 
through  April  21  at  8  p.m.  at 
Bryan  Auditorium  in  Morton 
Hall  on  the  UNC-W  campus. 
(The  March  16  lecture  is  an  ex- 
ception; it  is  on  a  Wednesday.) 
The  topics  and  lectures  are: 

February  11,  Evil  and  the  Bi- 
ble, Dr.  James  J.  Megivern. 

February  18,  Buddhist  Ap- 
proaches to  Problem  of  Evil, 
Dr.  Joe  B.  Wilson. 

February  25,  Evil  and  Greek 


Philosphy,  Dr.  W.  Thomas 
Schmid. 

March  3,  Evil  in  Dante's 
Divine  Comedy,  Dr.  Dennis 
Fuller. 

March  16,  Evil  and  Black 
Slavery  ,  Dr.  Herman  Thomas. 

March  24,  Evil  and  the 
Salem  Witch  Trials,  Dr. 
Walter  H.  Conser. 

April  7,  Witches,  Demons, 
and  the  Devil  in  Europe,  Dr. 
Ferenc  Altrichter. 

April  14,  Evil  and  the  Nazi 
Holocaust,  Rabbi  Robert  Wax- 
man. 

April  21,  Evil  and  the 
History  of  Women,  Dr.  Patricia 
Turrisi. 

The  lectures  are  free  and 
open  to  the  public. 


Speakers  cover  what 
makes  us  Presbyterian 


First  Church,  Wilmington, 
observed  the  George  Averette 
Lecture  Series  during  January. 
This  year's  series  was  entitled 
"What  Makes  Us  Presbyterian." 
The  lectures  were  held  for  four 
Sundays  in  January  and  covered 
the  topics  "What  we  Believe," 
"How  We  Are  Governed," 
"What  We  Do,"  and  "How  We 
Give." 

The  lectures  were  held  during 
the  church-school  hour,  with  all 
of  the  adult  classes  participating. 
Some  of  the  young  people  were 
involved  from  time  to  time.  In 
recognition  of  the  Scottish  roots 
of  Presbyterians,  members  were 
invited  to  wear  kilts,  tartans,  or 
plaids  each  Sunday  during  the 
series.  The  first  Sunday  also  in- 
cluded a  piper  who  piped  the 
members  through  the  sanctuary 
and  to  Gilmour  Hall  for  the 
lecture. 

The  speaker  for  the  first  week 
was  Mrs.  Carswell  Hughs  (Ina 
Jones)  from  Charleston,  S.C. 
She  spoke  on  "What  We 
Believe." 

For  the  second  week  the  Rev. 
John  Abernethy  of  Montreat  was 
the  lecturer.  His  topic  was 
Presbyterian  government. 


On  the  third  week  the  series 
focused  on  "What  We  Do." 
Mrs.  Charles  Worth  (Hilda),  an 
elder  and  member  of  First 
Church,  wrote  and  coordinated 
a  skit  and  panel.  It  featured  old 
and  new  members  of  the  church 
discussing  issues  and  causes  in 
which  the  Presbyterian  Church  is 
involved,  both  locally  and 
abroad.  Members  of  the  boards 
of  the  church  and  moderators  of 
the  sessional  committees  also 
spoke  regarding  their  particular 
areas  of  ministry. 

The  last  subject,  "How  We 
Give,"  was  presented  by  Mr. 
Don  Cooke,  a  deacon  and 
stewardship  moderator.  He 
presented  a  panel  which  spoke  on 
the  outreach  programs  of  the 
church.  These  were  discussed  in 
relation  to  Jesus's  command  to 
"feed,  clothe,  and  visit"  and 
how  the  congregation  and  the 
church  at  large  are  responding  to 
those  needs. 

The  lecture  series  is  named  in 
honor  of  the  late  George 
Averette,  who  was  an  elder  and 
superintendent  of  the  Sunday 
School  for  many  years.  It  is  an 
annual  event. 


Send  the  presbytery  office 
news  of  your  church's  activities 


Calendar  of  events 

(All  meetings  to  be  held  at  the  presbytery  office  in  Wilmington 

unless  otherwise  noted.) 

FEBRUARY 

22 

2:00  p.m.  Gardner  Edwards  Continuing  Edu- 

cation Committee. 

27 

9:30  a.m.  Presbytery  of  Wilmington:  Cape 

Fear  Church,  Wilmington. 

29-Mar  1 

Synod  "D":  University  Shearton,  Durham 

10:00  a.m.  Registration  begins 

Lunch 

1:30  p.m.  Opening  Session 

MARCH 

1 

Committee  on  Ministry,  2:00  p.m.,  Wallace 

Church 

9 

1:30  p.m.  Outreach  Committee 

13 

2:00  p.m.  -  7:00  p.m.,  Leadership  Training, 

Burgaw  Church  (dinner  served) 

16 

1:00  p.m.  Evangelism  Committee 

20-22 

Faith  &  Fun  Retreat,  Trinity  Center,  Salter 

Path,  N.C. 

30 

Presbytery's  Council  (business  only),  10:00 

a.m. 
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Summer  plans  being  set 
for  Camp  Kirkwood 


Camp  Kirkwood  is  currently 
working  on  plans  for  the  sum- 
mer. Plans  are  being  finalized 
and  they  are  looking  for  help 
with  the  programs.  There  are  a 
number  of  different  types  of 
events  on  the  drawing  board, 
with  many  opportunities  for  peo- 
ple in  the  presbytery  to  get 
involved. 

The  tentative  summer  calendar 
is  (the  numbers  indicate  grade 
levels): 

June  5,  Vespers 

June  19-25,  Outdoor  Adven- 
ture 1,  (3/4/5) 

June  20-24,  Day  Camp  1, 
(K/l/2) 

June  25- July  1,  Youth  Con- 
ference, Montreat  (9/10/11/12) 

June  26-July  2,  Catawba  I 
(4/5/6) 

July  3,  Vespers 

July  3-9,  Catawba  II,  (7/8/9) 

July  3-9,  Youth  Adventure  1, 
(7/8/9/10) 

July  10-16,  Outdoor  Adven- 
ture 2  (3/4/5) 

July  17-23,  Outdoor  Adven- 

Spring  retreats 
for  youth  will 
be  at  camp 

The  youth  sub-committee  of 
the  Education  Mission  Commit- 
tee is  planning  the  spring  youth 
retreats  to  be  held  at  Camp 
Kirkwood. 

Junior  highs  will  meet  from 
noon  Saturday,  March  19,  to 
noon  on  Sunday,  March  20.  It 
will  begin  with  lunch  and  con- 
clude with  worship  on  Sunday 
morning.  The  theme  around 
which  study  and  activities  will 
focus  is  "Made  in  the  Image  of 
God.  Huh?"  Joe  Hill  will  be  the 
leader. 

Senior  highs  will  gather  from 
noon  on  Saturday,  April  23,  to 
noon  on  Sunday,  April  24.  It  will 
also  begin  with  lunch  and  con- 
clude with  worship.  The  topic 
will  be  "Living  with  Who  You 
Are  and  What  You  Have." 
Louie  Andrews,  our  former 
"resident  youth  minister,"  will 
be  the  leader  of  this  event. 

Both  retreats  will  be  for  50 
youth  and  adults.  Both  will  cost 
$25  per  person  for  housing, 
food,  and  leadership  and  mater- 
ials. 

More  information  and  regis- 
tration forms  will  be  coming  to 
pastors  and  youth  advisors  in  the 
February  OPEN. 

Vacation  Bible 
curriculum  preview 
planned  in  April 

Attention  VBS/VCS  planners: 
Coming  Sunday  April  17  —  a 
session  to  preview  curriculum  for 
Vacation  Bible  School.  Material 
from  Vacation  Ventures,  Augs- 
burg, Creative  Curriculum,  and 
Boyd  Lien  as  well  as  information 
on  "do  it  yourself"  will  be  avail- 
able. 

This  event  will  be  held  from 
2-5  p.m.  in  the  Resource  Center 
at  the  Presbytery  office.  More  in- 
formation will  be  coming  in  the 
OPEN. 


KIRKWOOD 


ture  3,  (3/4/5/6/7) 
July  18-22,  Day  Camp  (K/l/2) 
July  24-30,  Youth  Adventure 

2  (8/9/10/11/12) 

July  30-Aug.  6,  Adult  Rivers 

Trip 

July  31-Aug.  6,  Pioneer 

(6/7/8) 

Aug.    1-5,   Day  Camp  3 
(K/l/2) 
Aug.  7,  Vespers 
Aug.  7-10,  Mini-Camp 

Camp  information: 


Outdoor  Adventure  Camp  — 

the  resident  camp  program,  held 
in  the  summer  hut  area  in  the 
woods  beyond  the  pool. 

Day  Camp  —  at  the  pavilion, 
an  introducing  camp  to 
"discover  Kirkwood." 

Youth  Adventure  Camp  —  an 
off-site  travel  camp.  Plans  are 
for  two  different  programs,  one 
with  canoeing  and  one  with 
sailing. 

Adult  Rivers  Trip  —  an  off- 
site  Whitewater  canoeing  trip  for 
adults  on  the  Nantahala  and 
Chatooga  rivers. 

Pioneer  Conference  — 
a  conference  for  middle-school 
youth,  with  overnights. 

Mini-Camp  —  a  four-day, 
three-night  resident  camp  for 
older  campers. 

Look  for  more  information 
and  changes  in  the  schedule  over 
the  next  few  months.  Contact 
Kirkwood  for  more  information 
regarding  volunteering  to  serve 
on  one  or  more  of  the  camp 
weeks. 


FAITH  AND  FU 
RETREAT 


20-  22  MARCH,  1988 
Trinity  Center,  Salter  Path,  N.C.  28575 


Edwards  Continuing  Education  Event 

Who:  Pastors,  spouses,  lay  leaders 
What:  Worship,  fellowship,  Bible  study,  and  interest 
groups  on  spiritual  renewal,  retirement  planning,  mar- 
riage enrichment,  adult  education,  and  worship. 
When:  Supper  on  Sunday,  March  20,  to  lunch,  Tues- 
day, March  22. 

Where:  Trinity  Center,  Salter  Path,  Emerald  Isle, 
N.C. 

Deadline  for  registration:  March  4. 
Contact  the  presbytery  office  for  more  details  and 
registration  blanks. 


Children  will  have  their  day 


The  Education  Mission  Com- 
mittee of  Wilmington  Presbytery 
is  sponsoring  Children's  Day  on 
Saturday,  May  14.  The  focus  of 
the  day  will  be  "Whose  World  Is 
It  Anyway?"  Activities,  singing, 
and  study  will  center  around  this 
question. 


The  event  will  be  held  at 
Moore's  Creek  Park  from  2-5 
p.m.  The  cost  will  be  $3  per  child 
to  cover  food  and  program  ex- 
pense. Registration  and  informa- 
tion will  be  sent  to  each  pastor 
and  superintendent  in  the  Febru- 
ary edition  of  OPEN. 


Moderator  to  address  presbytery 


The  upcoming  presbytery 
meeting  on  February  27  has 
several  items  of  interest  on  the 
agenda.  The  moderator  of  the 
General  Assembly,  Isabel  Woods 
Rogers,  will  be  the  guest  speaker. 
She  is  professor  of  applied  Chris- 
tianity at  the  Presbyterian  School 
of  Christian  Education. 

The  sacrament  of  the  Lord's 


Supper  will  be  observed  during 
the  opening  worship  service. 

Larry  Ayers,  the  prison 
chaplain  and  pastor  of  Harmony 
Church,  will  be  honored  in  a  ser- 
vice of  retirement. 

The  meeting  will  be  held  at 
Cape  Fear  church  in  Wilmington 
beginning  at  9:30  a.m. 
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The  ground-level  floor  of  the  new  school  con- 
tains classrooms  while  the  basement  houses 
an  enrichment  area. 


These  children  are  working  comfortably  at 
their  own  desks  now  that  the  classrooms  pro- 
vide more  space. 


New  Pre-Ad.  school  opens; 
children  excited  about  learning 


On  January  19,  the  newly 
remodeled  Pre-Adolescent 
Center  School  opened  its  doors 
to  about  20  very  excited  children 
and  teachers,  who  had  waited  pa- 
tiently for  19  months. 

The  school,  along  with  staff 
offices  and  the  kitchen,  has  been 
located  in  a  cramped  Wallace 
Cottage,  one  of  four  cottage 
buildings  which  make  up  the  Pre- 
Adolescent  Center,  since  the 
Center's  opening  in  1984. 


The  re-modeling  of  the  old 
campus  infirmary  began  in  July 
of  1986,  but  was  slow  due  to  un- 
controllable circumstances.  But 
now  the  children  and  teachers 
can  take  full  advantage  of  the 
large  classrooms,  the  library,  and 
the  enrichment  area  of  the  new 
school. 

"We  spent  most  of  the  first 
day  letting  the  childen  look  out 
the  windows,"  said  Nancy  Puf- 
fenberger,  a  teacher  at  the 


Center.  "We  let  them  get  used  to 
the  new  building  and  explained 
to  them  that  it  was  their  respon- 
sibility to  keep  it  as  new  as  possi- 
ble. They  were  very  excited." 

Nancy  said  that  as  soon  as 
some  of  the  newness  wore  off, 
they  would  be  able  to  get  back  in- 
to a  routine  and  she  was  sure  that 
the  new  environment  would 
make  it  easier  for  the  children  to 
learn. 


...Or 
So  It 
Seems 


A  District  Court  judge  said, 
"Barium  Springs  has  an  in- 
credibly good  reputation  with 
social  workers  and  court  counse- 
lors." Professional  people  with 
whom  we  work  often  make  such 
statements  which  make  us  feel 
good. 

Yet,  a  consistent  concern  of 
the  Board  of  Regents  is  how  to 
help  the  church  be  aware  of  what 
it  does  here.  This  page,  other 
publications,  speaking  engage- 
ments, word  of  mouth — all  of 


Earle  Frazier,  ACSW 
Executive  Director 


these  efforts  seem  inadequate. 

Perhaps  you  can  suggest  ways 
to  better  inform  church  people. 
If  so,  we  would  welcome  your 
thoughts.  After  all,  it  is  the 
church  at  work  here,  and  we 
would  like  for  church  people  to 
share  the  good  feelings,  the  pro- 
gress, and  the  problems. 


Prints  of  original  building 
at  Barium  are  available 


Barium  Springs  Home  for 
Children  is  offering  pen  and  ink 
prints  of  the  original  campus 
building  beginning  February  1 
and  ending  May  31. 

In  1987  the  Alumni  Associa- 
tion commissioned  artist  Jerry 


clip  out  and  mail  to  order 


Pen  and  Ink  Drawings  of  the  original  buildings  of 
Barium  Springs  Home  for  Children 

TO  ORDER:  Fill  out  form  below;  send  with  check  or  money  order  before  May  31,  1988  to: 
Barium  Springs  Home  for  Children,  P.O.  Box  1,  Barium  Springs,  N.C.  28010 


Pen  and  ink  drawing  by 
Raleigh  artist  Jerry  Miller  of 
the  original  Little  Joe's 
Presbyterian  Church. 


INDIVIDUAL  PRINTS-10xl4,  $10  EACH 

NAME  QUANTITY 

1 .  Alexander  Building  (Shoe  Shop)   

2.  Annie  Louis  Cottage   

3.  Elementary  School  (New  school)   

4.  Howard  Cottage   

5.  Jennie  Gilmer  Cottage   

6.  Lee's  Cottage   

7.  Little  Joe's  Presbyterian  Church   

8.  Lottie  Walker  Woman's  Building   

9.  McNair  (Old  School  Building)   

10.  Rumole  Hall  (Dining  Hall)   

11.  Sprunt  Infirmary   

12.  Stone  Baby  Cottage   

13.  Synod's  Cottage   


Set  of  13  PRINTS;  $75  Per  Set 
8'/2  x  11;  Number  of  Sets   


Box  of  13  Note  Cards,  8  envelopes 
$5  per  box;  Number  of  Boxes   


Total  Amount  Enclosed 


NAME 


ADDRESS 
CITY   


ZIP  CODE 


STATE 


Orders  cannot  be  filled  unless  they  are  prepaid. 
Orders  not  picked  up  at  Homecoming,  1988,  will  be 
mailed  shortly  there  after. 


Barium  Alumni  News 


Miller,  of  Raleigh,  N.C,  to  draw 
13  of  the  old  buildings  from 
photographs.  The  original  prints 
are  hanging  in  the  Alumni 
Museum  located  on  the  Barium 
Springs  campus. 

The  Home  is  offering  to  sell 
individual  10  x  14,  signed  prints 
of  the  buildings  for  $10.  Also  be- 
ing offered  is  a  set  of  13  prints, 
8'/2  x  11,  for  $75;  and  a  box  of 
13  note  cards  and  envelopes  for 
$5. 

Anyone  interested  in  ordering 
may  fill  out-  the  coupon  to  the 
left  of  this  article,  and  send  it 
with  a  check  or  money  order  to: 
Barium  Springs  Home  for  Child- 
ren, Post  Office  Box  1 ,  Barium 
Springs,  N.C.  28010.  Orders  will 
be  taken  from  Feb.  1  through 
May  31.  The  offer  will  be 
repeated  Feb.— May  of  1989. 

Orders  must  be  prepaid  before 
they  can  be  filled.  Those  orders 
not  picked  up  at  Homecoming 
1988,  August  6,  and  7,  will  be 
shipped  shortly  thereafter. 

Queens  celebrates 

Queens  College  celebrated  the 
10th  anniversary  of  Dr.  Billy  O. 
Wireman  on  Feb.  11  with  a 
reception  and  dinner.  There  were 
toasts,  gifts,  a  proclamation 
from  the  city  and  county,  and  a 
letter  from  the  governor. 


Mr.  Rufus  A.  Long,  Class  of 
1940,  wrote  to  inform  us  that  he 
is  retiring  from  the  Agency  for 
International  Development  after 
21  years  of  employment.  While 
working  at  the  agency  Long  liv- 
ed for  five  years  in  Korea,  three 
years  in  South  Vietnam,  one  and 
a  half  years  in  Pakistan,  and  two 
years  in  North  Yemen. 

Long  has  also  recently  retired 
from  the  Air  Force  Reserve  as  a 
Lt.  Colonel,  and  has  a  son,  Brad, 
who  is  a  missionary  to  Taiwan. 
Long  has  begun  a  new  career  as 
a  financial  consultant  in 
Virginia. 

Alumni  may  write  to  Long  at: 
6431  Woodville  Drive,  Falls 
Church,  Va.  22044. 

In  a  mini-Homecoming  on 
January  20,  a  group  of  32 
Barium  Springs  alumni  met  at 


the  Barium  Springs  Alumni 
Museum  before  going  on  to  eat 
lunch  at  a  nearby  restaurant. 

From  as  far  north  as  Raleigh 
and  as  far  south  as  South 
Carolina,  these  alumni  came 
together  to  discuss  the  upcoming 
Homecoming  on  August  6  and  7. 
They  also  inspected  some  recent 
re-modeling  work  which  had 
been  done  in  the  musuem  in  Oct- 
ober, and  admired  the  newly 
hung  pen  and  ink  prints  of  the 
old  campus  buildings,  which  the 
Alumni  Association  commission- 
ed Raleigh  artist  Jerry  Miller  to 
do  in  1987. 

At  the  Annual  Homecoming 
of  Barium  Springs  alumni,  which 
takes  place  the  first  weekend  of 
August,  alumni  from  all  over  the 
United  States  come  to  Barium 
Springs  for  two  days  of  being 


reunited  with  old  friends,  eating 
and  reminiscing,  and  browsing 
through  the  Alumni  Museum. 

This  mini-Homecoming  was 
just  proof  that  once  a  year  isn't 
enough  for  "family"  to  get 
together. 


Special  Thanks 

A.B.  Carter,  Inc.,  of  Gastonia 
has  become  a  member  of  the 
Vice  President's  Club.  The  com- 
pany manufacturers  textile 
machinery  and  supplies.  Owner 
Bynum  Carter  has  been  a 
member  of  the  Home's  Board  of 
Regents  for  many  years.  He  is  a 
devoted  friend  to  children  in 
need.  Carter's  leadership  and 
support  have  been  outstanding. 


In  Memory  —  In  Honor 

Barium  Springs  Home  for  Children 


Donor . 


Address 


IN  MEMORY  —  IN  HONOR 


My  gift  of  $  

I  wish  to  C  Honor 

Name  of 

Honoree  or  Deceased 
Address  


is  enclosed. 
Remember 


On  the  occasion  of   

Date  of  death  if  applicable 

Survivor  to  notify   

Address  


Relationship  of  survivor  to  honoree 


P.O.  Box  1,  Barium  Springs,  NC  28010 
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Union  Theological  Seminary  IN  VIRGINIA 

Vo1  2  Lewis  Bailes,  Editor  No.  2 

February  1988 


Lecture 
honors  Martin 
Luther  King 

The  students,  faculty,  and 
staff  of  Union  Theological 
Seminary  in  Virginia  participated 
in  Richmond's  Community 
Learning  Week  by  sponsoring  a 
lecture  honoring  Martin  Luther 
King  Jr.  Guest  lecturer  Tyner  C. 
Millner's  address  was  "A  Balm 
for  Freedom." 

Millner  is  executive  vice- 
president  of  Virginia  Union 
University  and  an  ordained 
clergyman,  holding  degrees  from 
Johnson  C.  Smith  University  of 
Charlotte,  N.C.,  and  McCor- 
mick  Theological  Seminary  in 
Chicago. 

Millner  has  received  numerous 
awards  for  his  community  ser- 
vice and  leadership,  including  the 
governor's  Commonwealth  of 
Virginia  Certificate  of  Recogni- 
tion for  efforts  with  Community 
Learning  Week,  a  week-long  cel- 
ebration honoring  the  life  and 
work  of  Martin  Luther  King  Jr. 


Tyner  C.  Millner  gives  lecture  in  Watts  Chapel  at  Union  Semi- 
nary. 


Theological  inquiry  weekend  held 


Union  Seminary  is  hosting  a 
number  of  potential  ministers  the 
weekend  of  Feb.  18-21  in  a 
"Weekend  for  Theological  In- 


quiry," in  conjuction  with  the 
Presbyterian  School  of  Christian 
Education.  People  interested  in 
possibly  pursuing  a  theological 


education  were  invited  for  the 
three-day  orientation. 

UTS  primarily  prepares  people 
for  the  ordained  ministry. 
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Presbyterian 
 Survey 


TO:  All  members  of  tine  Presby- 
terian Church  (U.S.A) 

FROM:  Presbyterian  Survey 
Magazine 

when:  7 he  June  /  988  issue 

WHAT:  A  "Birthday  Party''  in 
the  maii!  A  commemorative 
Bicentennial  Issue  of 
Presbyterian  Survey-  over  1 50 
pages  filled  with  feature 
articles,  stories  and  pictorials 
about  American 
Presbyterianism.  Read  about 
early  church  pioneers.  Share 
the  adventure  of  faraway 
missionaries.  Explore  the 
church's  options  for  this 
century  and  the  next.  Be  a  part 
of  the  celebration! 

Here's  how  you  can  join  Presbyterian 
Survey's  celebration  of  our 
denomination's  bicentennial.  Tear  off  the 
coupon  and  return  by  May  1,  1988  to: 
Presbyterian  Survey,  341  Ponce  de  Leon 
Ave.  N.E.,  Atlanta,  GA  30365,  or  call  404/ 
873-1549  for  more  information. 


etach  and  Mail  Today 


~l 


 Begin  my  one-year  individual 

subscription  to  Presbyterian  Survey 
with  the  June  1988  Bicentennial  Is- 
sue. I  am  enclosing  a  check  or 
money  order  for  $11,  which  will 
deliver  10  issues  of  Presbyterian  Sur- 
vey to  my  home. 

 Send  me  extra  copies  of  Presby- 
terian Survey's  June  1988  Bicenten- 
nial Issue.  Quantity  discounts  are 
available:  1-10  @  $5.00;  11-25  @ 
$4.50;  26-50  @  $4.00;  51  and  above  @ 

$3.50.  Please  send  me  copies, 

for  a  total  of  $  . 

 Mail  a  gift  subscription  card  to 

the  address  below.  I  am  enclosing 
$11,  which  will  deliver  10  issues  of 
Presbyterian  Survey,  beginning  with 
the  Bicentennial  Issue. 

My  name:  


My  address:_ 


Recipient's  name: 


Recipient's  address: 


L^ 


-J 


Presbytery  representatives  meet  in  small  groups  to  discuss 
realignment  issues. 

Va.  presbyteries  meet  at 
UTS  on  new  boundaries 


Over  500  people  representing 
323  churches  located  in  the 
southern,  central,  and  eastern 
portions  of  Virginia  met  on  the 
Union  campus  January  23,  to 
give  the  Virginia  Five  Boundaries 
Commission  their  preferences 
and  guidance  as  it  works  to  draw 
new  presbytery  boundaries  in 
Synod  D. 

The  plans  under  consideration 
would  change  the  present  five- 
presbytery  division  of  this  region 
to  either  three-  or  four-presbytery 
arrangement.  In  general,  the 
three-presbytery  model  is  fa- 
vored by  those  who  see  the 
greatest  advantage  in  larger, 


better-funded  presbyteries,  ones 
with  more  political  and  financial 
clout.  Those  favoring  the  four- 
presbytery  model  feel  that 
smaller,  more  approachable  divi- 
sions would  better  reflect  and 
serve  their  congregations. 

Once  the  presbyteries  and  the 
Boundaries  Commission  have 
decided  on  a  plan  and  have  come 
up  with  new  .names,  the  entire 
package  must  be  approved  by  the 
General  Assembly.  Once  ap- 
proval has  been  given  the  newly 
realigned  presbyteries  can  begin 
the  process  of  establishing  new 
headquarters  and  hiring  staff. 


Pines  retirement  home 
offers  2  new  benefits 


The  Pines  at  Davidson  retire- 
ment community  will  offer  two 
new  benefits  to  residents,  the 
Presbyterian-founded  facility  has 
announced.  They  are  a  "life- 
care"  benefit  and  optional 
refundable  entrance  fees. 

The  community  center,  health 
center,  and  two-thirds  of  the 
apartments  are  scheduled  to 
open  in  July,  with  the  remaining 
apartments  due  to  be  ready  in 
August. 

The  "life-care"  benefit  is 
possible  because  of  better  finan- 
cial conditions  at  this  point  than 
originally  anticipated.  The  Pines 
is  offering  the  benefit  to  charter 
residents,  those  who  move  in  by 
the  end  of  December  1988. 

Under  the  benefit,  a  partici- 
pant who  needed  to  stay  in  the 
health  center  would  have  a  mon- 
thly charge  equal  to  the  monthly 
cost  per  single  person  in  an 
apartment  or  cottage,  plus  the 
additional  cost  of  two  meals  per 
day.  This  benefit  could  potential- 


ly save  a  resident  $1,000  to 
$1,500  per  month  in  health  care 
costs,  a  spokesman  for  the  facili- 
ty said. 

The  life-care  benefit  will  be  in- 
cluded without  additional  cost  to 
charter  residents  in  the  regular 
monthly  fee  all  residents  will  pay, 
the  spokesman  said. 

The  refundable  entrance  fees 
would  return  part  of  the  entrance 
fee  to  resident  or  resident's  estate 
if  the  resident  left  for  any  reason. 
This  benefit  is  available  for  a 
higher  entrance  fee  and  is  based 
on  actuarial  standards;  thus  it 
would  vary  according  to  the  age 
of  the  person. 

The  first  plan  would  refund  90 
percent  of  the  fee,  the  second  50 
percent. 

The  Pines  also  announced  that 
it  has  formed  a  waiting  list  that 
will  freeze  entrance  fees  at  to- 
day's costs,  that  140  of  the  180 
units  have  been  contracted  for, 
and  that  Betsy  Haas  has  been 
named  resident  coordinator. 


7-day  walk  for  peace  planned 


Several  religious  groups  are 
among  sponsors  of  a  "Pilgri- 
mage for  Peace  in  Central  Amer- 
ica," a  seven-day  walk  across 
North  Carolina  intended  to  em- 
phasize the  need  for  just  peace  in 
Central  America.  Among  spon- 
sors are  the  N.C.  Council  of 
Churches  Peace  and  Security 
Commission,  the  Methodist 
Federation  for  Social  Action, 
and  the  Christian  Social  Minis- 


tries of  the  Episcopal  Diocese  of 
North  Carolina,  as  well  as 
Witness  for  Peace  and  the 
Carolina  Interfaith  Task  Force 
on  Central  America. 

The  walk  will  take  place 
March  27-April  2,  from  six  dif- 
ferent cities  to  Raleigh.  Informa- 
tion is  available  from  Gail 
Phares,  (919)834-5184  in  morn- 
ings, or  Jimmy  Creech, 
(919)832-3316. 


The  Presbyterian  News,  February  1988,  Pa^e  15 


Good  News  Women 
Lesson  7:  March 

Dorcas  and  the  Widows: 

Full  of  Good  Works  and  Charity 

Circle  Bible  Leaders  Study  Guide 


By  Carol  T.  (Pinky)  Bender 

"Throw-away"  women  could  easijy  be 
a  term  that  applied  to  widows  in  biblical 
times.  The  study  of  Hannah  and  Mary 
brought  to  our  attention  how  God  gives 
women  whom  the  world  sees  as  unworthy 
worth  in  a  special  sense.  Recall  how  these 
two  women  bridged  the  gap  between  the 
Old  and  the  New  Testaments,  how  each 
experienced  unworthiness,  and  how  they 
emerged  as  birthgivers  to  hope. 

In  this  month's  study,  another  category 
of  women,  the  widows,  are  also  seen  as 
unworthy,  and,  in  their  unworthiness, 
they  were  despised  and  rejected.  They 
were  regarded  as  useless,  hence  the  term, 
"throw-away."  In  a  society  where  a  wo- 
man's identity  was  gauged  by  her  rela- 
tionship to  a  man,  a  widow  was  a  "no- 
body." Females,  in  biblical  times,  were 
classified  as  somebody's  daughter,  then 
wife,  and  finally  as  someone's  mother. 

Females  in  more  modern  times  have 
been  bought  and  sold,  and  used  for  vari- 
ous purposes  akin  to  slave  labor.  Fami- 
liarize yourself  with  the  story  of  Tien  Fuh 
Wu  and  use  it  at  this  point  in  the  study. 
Or,  ask  someone  ahead  of  time  to  report 
briefly  on  this  portion  of  "Ten  Women 
Who  Made  a  Difference." 

Widows  in  the  Bible 

What  does  the  Bible  say  about  widows? 
How  were  they  treated  in  Old  Testament 
settings?  How  was  their  position  im- 
proved under  Jesus's  ministry?  As  part  of 
your  personal  preparation,  try  to  answer 
these  questions  by  reading  all  of  the  re- 
ferences in  Dr.  Poethig's  opening  section. 

As  you  begin  in  the  circle  study,  ask  the 
women  to  identify  as  many  of  the  widows 
in  your  church  as  possible.  If  you  are  in 


a  church  that  is  too  large  for  this  exercise 
to  be  practical,  choose  a  particular  Sun- 
day School  class,  or  senior  citizens  group 
as  your  target  group. 

After  the  widows  have  been  identified, 
ask  the  circle  members  how  these  women 
are  being  used  in  the  church.  What  are  the 
areas  of  service  in  which  they  are  in- 
volved? How  many  of  them  teach,  visit, 
participate  in  the  governing  bodies  of  the 
church?  How  many  of  them  have  been 
commissioners  to  presbytery,  synod,  and 
General  Assembly  meetings? 

Study  scripture  references 

With  this  information  in  mind,  divide 
your  circle  members  into  three  groups. 
Assign  the  following  Old  Testament  pas- 
sages to  one  group:  Deuteronomy  14: 
28-29;  24:17,  19-21;  26:  12;  27:  19;  Isaiah 
10:  1-2;  and  Jeremiah  49:11.  Assign  the 
following  New  Testament  passages  to  the 
second  group:  Luke  2:  36-38;  4:  25-27;  7: 
1-17;  18:  1-8;  20:  45-47;  21:  1-4;  and  John 
19:  25-27.  Give  the  third  group  Acts  6: 
1-3,  and  I  Timothy  5:  3-16  to  work  with. 

Ask  each  group  to  pick  out  words  or 
phrases  that  tell  how  widows  were  treated. 
Allow  only  a  few  minutes  for  this  research 
because  you  will  want  to  reassemble 
rather  quickly  so  that  the  groups  can 
share  their  results.  After  the  reports  from 
the  research  on  the  biblical  passages  have 
been  made,  ask  the  following,  or  similar, 
questions:  (1)  What  differences  do  you  see 
in  the  way  widows  were  treated  in  the  Old 
Testament  as  compared  with  the  New?  (2) 
What  barriers  do  society  and  government 
put  up  for  widows  today?  (3)  In  what 
ways  are  widows  overlooked  by  the 
church  today? 


Gospel  is  good  news 

Dr.  Poethig  asks  the  question,  "Why 
was  the  gospel  such  good  news  to  wi- 
dows?" and  her  answer  is,  "Because  wi- 
dows were  the  most  defenseless  of  wo- 
men." Discuss  with  the  circle  members 
the  meaning  of  this  statement.  How  were 
the  widows  "defenseless"?  Who  would  we 
place  in  the  category  of  "defenseless"  today? 

Battered  wives,  rape  victims,  and 
abused  children  are  a  few  that  come  to 
mind  in  this  marginal  area  of  contempor- 
ary society.  The  following  pamphlets  may 
be  helpful  as  you  consider  this  idea: 
"Violations  Against  the  Image  of  God — 
Exploitation  of  Women";  "Remember 
Those  in  Prison — Guidelines  for  those  in- 
volved in  ministry  to  Incarcerated  and 
Post-Release  Women";  and  "Myths  and 
Facts  about  Rape  and  Battering."  All  of 
these  may  be  ordered  from  the  Women's 
Ministry  Unit,  Mary  Ann  Lundy,  Direc- 
tor, 100  Witherspoon  Place,  Louisville, 
Ky.  40202-1396.  Single  copies  are  pro- 
bably free;  no  price  is  listed  on  the 
pamphlet. 

Before  reading  the  story  of  Dorcas  in 
Acts  9:  36-41,  review  with  the  group 
Jesus's  concern  for  the  widow  of  Nain 
(Luke  7:  11-17),  his  appreciation  for  the 
offering  of  the  widow  (Luke  21:  1-4),  and 
his  arrangements  for  his  mother  (John  19: 
25-27),  as  Dr.  Poethig  has  suggested  in  the 
study  material.  Then  share  the  reading  of 
Dorcas's  story  by  each  person  reading  a 
verse,  or  by  acting  out  the  passage  in  pan- 
tomime as  illustrated  in  the  study. 

Another  interesting  resource 

An  interesting  resource  for  the  story  of 
Dorcas  is  an  article  in  The  Presbyterian 
Outlook,  the  December  21-18,  1987, 


issue,  written  by  David  Steele,  entitled 
"Dorcas  is  Dead."  In  summary,  Mr. 
Steele  says  that  the  cookie-bakers,  needle- 
workers,  food-cookers  of  bygone  days  are 
no  longer  operative  in  the  church.  The 
federal  and  state  agencies  whose  budgets 
were  cut  are  turning  to  the  church  for 
"Dorcas-like"  help,  but  that  help  is  no 
longer  available.  Mr.  Steele  also  notes 
that  Dorcas  died  once  before  and  was 
raised  from  the  dead! 

Note  the  word  used  to  describe  Dorcas 
in  Acts  9:36:  "disciple."  Ask  the  group 
to  discuss  the  term  by  using  questions 
like,  "What  was  a  disciple  in  Jesus's  day?" 
(Compare  Acts  9:36  with  Mark  15:  40; 
and  Luke  8:2.)  "What  is  a  disciple  to- 
day?" How  do  we  become  disciples? 
How  do  we  help  others  to  learn  the  ways 
of  discipleship?  How  can  widows  be  par- 
ticularly effective  in  this  work? 

In  this  year  of  transition  in  the  Women 
of  the  Church  and  the  United  Presby- 
terian Women,  you  may  want  to  study  the 
offerings  that  the  Presbyterian  women  re- 
ceive to  support  projects.  Material  on  the 
Women's  Opportunity  Giving  Fund,  the 
Birthday  Fund,  the  Summer  Medical  Of- 
fering, or  the  Fellowship  of  the  Least 
Coin  may  not  be  familiar  to  the  newer 
members  of  the  Presbyterian  Church 
(U.S.A.).  Your  local  president  should 
have  the  necessary  information  on  these. 

Use  Dr.  Poethig's  closing  Medita- 
tion/Prayer as  the  members  consider  how 
the  church  is  "family"  to  widows  and 
many  others. 

The  author  invites  readers  to  com- 
ment on  what  is  helpful  in  this  study. 
Respond  care  of  The  Presbyterian  News, 
P.O.  Box  10785,  Raleigh,  N.C.  27605. 


6  synod  colleges  have  Presbyterian  scholarships  winners 


Winners  of  National  Presby- 
terian College  Scholarships  have 
entered  six  Presbyterian  colleges 
within  the  bound  of  Synod  D  this 
academic  year.  Nationwide,  281 
Presbyterian  students  from  37 
states  won  the  awards,  to  attend 
43  Presbyterian  colleges. 

The  scholarships  are  awarded 
for  academic  and  personal  merit. 
There  are  two  categories:  co- 
sponsored  scholarships,  funded 
by  both  the  General  Assembly 
and  the  participating  colleges; 
and  college-sponsored  scholar- 
ships, funded  solely  by  the  col- 
leges. Criteria  for  both  categories 
are  the  same. 

Winners  attending  colleges  in 
Synod  D  are: 

Davidson  College:  Leigh 
Ayers,  Roanoke,  Va;  Jennifer 
Bangley,  Lynchburg,  Va.;  Sam- 
uel Blackmon,  Mountville,  S.C.; 
Christin  Cook,  Zionville,  Ind.; 
Ellen  Crawford,  Nashville, 


Tenn.;  Susan  Daniels,  Hartsville, 
S.C.;  Kathryn  Furr,  Morganton, 
N.C;  Joshua  Hickman,  Green- 
ville, N.C;  Robert  Walker, 
Chatham,  N.J.;  Susan  Wilson, 
Lynchburg,  Va.;  Robin  Rowe, 
Cocoa,  Fla.;  and  Daniel  Smith, 
Lansing,  Kan. 

Hampden-Sydney  College:  Ri- 
chard Mortorff,  York,  Pa.; 
Michael  Browning,  Charlotte, 
N.C;  James  Evans,  Virginia 
Beach,  Va.;  Henry  Evans, 
Bemidji,  Minn.;  John  Myers, 
Richmond,  Va.;  and  Stephen 
Still,  Hampton,  Va. 


Queens  College:  Erika  Carl- 
son, Tampa,  Fla.;  and  Katie 
Downey,  Winterhaven,  Fla. 

St.  Andrews  Presbyterian  Col- 
lege: Cynthia  Cushman,  Given, 
W.Va.;  Jollette  Williams,  Buena 
Vista,  Va.;  Rebecca  Allyn,  Mar- 
tinez, Ga.;  Shawn  Coffman, 
Bridgewater,  Va.;  Margaret  Cur- 
rie,  Dalton,  Ga.;  Svend  Deal, 
Charlotte,  N.C;  Karen 
McGloughlin,  Charlotte,  N.C; 
and  Stacey  Thompson,  Bartow, 


Fla. 

Warren  Wilson  College:  Lisa 
Brand,  Roanoke,  Va.;  Judy 
Rickabough,  Morganton,  N.C; 
and  Barbara  Schmidt,  Titusville, 
N.J. 

In  addition,  other  Presbyter- 
ian students  within  Synod  D  who 
won  scholarships  are  attending 
Presbyterian  colleges  outside  the 
bounds  of  the  synod.  They  in- 
clude: 

Amy  Garrett,  Abingdon,  Va., 


FIBERGLASS  BAPT.'STRIES 

vSTEEPlES— CROSSES 
WATER  HEATERS 


CDIA 


D 


LITTLE  GIANT  MANUFACTURING  CO.,  INC. 
Dept.  61  /  Box  518  /  Orange,  Texas  77630 
IN  TEXAS:  (409)  883-4246 


EE  ESTIMATES 

•Stained  Gla»s  Installations 
•Stained  Gliis&RestorattoQ 
*X?ustom  Aluminum  Frames 
•  Fiberglass  Baptistries  &  Std*j>lcs 
*Ctiurch  Furntttrrej.,  W*F\ 

/A  A  &  H 
ART  &  STAINED  GLASS 

p^JCOMPANY,  IM( 


BUILD  •  BUILD  -  BUILD 


CHURCHES! 

Designed,  built,  and  furnished  on  your  lot. 
average  price  $42/sq  ft.  We  design  for 
seating  130  or  more.  (Not  prefabricated) 

FAMILY  ACTIVITY  CENTER 
Steel  or  masonry  from  $22/ sq  It. 
CHRISTIAN  SCHOOL  DESIGNS 
4  classrooms  and  larger 
Includes:  Masonry,  steel  and  wood  con- 
struction, social  area,  offices,  classrooms. ' 
nursery,  choir,  robe  rooms,  baptistry, 
steeple,  carpet,  and  Sanctuary  with 
padded  pews 


P  O.  Box  67 

,  NC  28634 


Phone 

(704)  546-2687 


$66  =  51,320 

Over  90°'o  of  the  adult  population  wear  prescription 
or  sunglasses.  CLEAR  DAY  anti-fog.  anti-static  lens 
cleaner  is  easy  to  demonstrate  as  a  fund  raising 
item.  Example ...  40  members  x  10  bottles  would 
raise  S1 .320  for  your  church.  40  demonstrator 
bottles  =  S66.  Demonstrate,  collect  and  order  Noi 
mally  shipped  within  24  hours  For  into,  write: 
Clear  Day.  609  Hamilton  Ave..  Arcadia.  IN  4603(1 


Classified  Ads 


Employment 


COLLEGE  STUDENTS  WANTED  to 
serve  on  the  1988  summer  staff  at  YM- 
CA  Blue  Ridge  Assembly,  a  Christian 
Conference  Center  located  near  Black 
Mountain,  N.C.  Over  100  students  to 
be  employed  in  a  variety  of  work  ex- 
periences. Write:  Summer  Employment 
Director,  YMCA  Blue  Ridge  Assembly, 
84  Blue  Ridge  Circle,  Black  Mountain, 
N.C.  28711-9722. 

SUMMER  CHAPLAIN  OPENING 
5  weeks,  mid-summer 


Housing,  meals,  and  transportation 
provided.  YMCA  Blue  Ridge  Assem- 
bly, a  Christian  Conference  Center,  84 
Blue  Ridge  Circle,  Black  Mountain, 
N.C.  28711. 

Volunteer  Musicians 

STRING  QUARTET  PLAYERS 
WANTED:  A  search  has  begun  for 
dedicated  Christian  musicians  to  begin 
a  string  quartet  ministry  of  instrumen- 
tal music.  Plans  are  being  made  to  ac- 
cept auditions  and  interviews  early  in 
1988.  Contact:  String  Quartet,  2511 
Providence  Rd.,  Charlotte,  N.C.  28211. 


King  College;  Laura  Dodds, 
Springfield,  Va.,  the  College  of 
Wooster;  Michael  Jackson  of 
Baltimore,  Md.,  the  College  of 
Wooster;  and  Alisa  Watkins  of 
Fredericksburg,  Va.,  the  College 
of  Wooster. 

The  amount  of  each  scholar- 
ship was  based  on  need.  There 
were  also  honorary  awards  with- 
out any  money  when  the  student 
had  no  need.  The  scholarships 
are  renewable  annually. 


Free  Cookbook 

FUND-RAISING  PLAN  THAT'S 
GUARANTEED  TO  WORK! 


PROVEN  WAY  TO  RAISE 
$500  TO  $5,000  OR  MORE! 

No  risk;  no  investment  Churches, 
schools,  clubs  raise  thousands  of  dollars 
selling  their  own  exclusive  cookbooks 
Your  group  can  do  it.  too.  with  as  few  as 
ten  members1  Just  collect  recipes  from 
members  and  send  them  in.  We'll  publish 
your  recipes  in  your  very  own  beautiful, 
colorful  cookbook  Attractive  books  are 
priced  low  to  sell  fast  and  pay  you  HUGE 
PROFITS.  Send  today  for  FREE 
fundraising  kit  including  actual  sample 
cookbook.  Call  or  write  now! 


CALL  TOLL-FREE  1-800/351-7822 
OR  MAIL  COUPON  mmcm  i-nmkim) 
Fundcraft  *Dept.  120 

P.O.  Box  340  •  Collierville,  TN  38017 


Fundcraft  •  DePt  120 

P  O  Box  340  •  Collierville.  TN  38017 
Please  send  FREE  COOKBOOK  fund-raising  plan 
wilhoul  obligation 


ADDA-PAD 
PEW  UPHOLSTERING 

REVERSIBLE  CUSHIONS 
PEW  REFINISHING 

Our  installers  have  upholstered  over  1.000 
churches  1 5  year  wear  warranty  We  can  upholster 
your  pews  on  site  tor  less  than  loose  cushions' 
Call  us  tor  a  FREE  estimate 


Interiors  Inc. 

CHURCH  FURNITURE  4  STAINED  GLASS 

800  Eastchester  Dr  •  P  O  Box  5346 
High  Point.  NC  27262-5346 
NC  1  (800)  922-6432  TOLL  FREE 


Page  16,  The  Presbyterian  News,  February  1988 


Piping 
an  old 
tune 

St.  Andrews 
students  study 
the  bagpipe 

By  Mark  Powell 

"Chi  on  cho,  de  hon  droh, 
hon  cho  ei."  It  is  a  sound  more 
associated  with  men  in  kilts  and 
misty  Scottish  mountains  than 
young  college  students  in  south- 
eastern North  Carolina.  But  at 
St.  Andrews  Presbyterian  Col- 
lege, it's  a  sound  that's  filling  at 
least  a  classroom  this  winter 
term. 

Bill  Caudill,  21,  St.  Andrews' 
official  college  bagpiper,  is  sing- 
ing out  the  notes  that  his  bagpip- 
ing  students  follow  on  their 
"chanters." 

"It's  an  ancient  technique  of 
teaching  the  bagpipes,"  said 
Chaudill.  "Musical  staff  nota- 
tion came  along  in  the  1820s; 
before  then  notes  were  sung 
out— like  I'm  doing  now. 

"They  call  it  'Caintaireachd' 
in  Gaelic." 

Caudill,  a  junior  at  St.  An- 
drews from  Waxhaw,  N.C.,  is 
teaching  three  of  his  fellow  St. 
Andrews  students  the  ancient  art 
of  bagpiping  for  his  winter-term 
project.  Having  piped  from  the 
age  of  10,  he  is  attending  St.  An- 
drews on  a  bagpiping  scholar- 
ship. 

St.  Andrews  is  named  for  the 
patron  saint  of  Scotland  and  was 
formed  when  Flora  Macdonald 
College  and  Presbyterian  Junior 
College  joined.  Flora  Macdonald 
was  a  Scottish  heroine  who  settl- 
ed in  the  Cape  Fear  region  of 
North  Carolina. 

"I'm  really  excited  about  how 
well  everybody  is  doing  in  the 
class,"  Caudill  said. 

The  students  start  learning  the 
bagpipes  on  chanters  (instru- 


'How  to  study  Bible'  1  of 
N.C.  conference  classes 


Bill  Caudill  plays  the  Chanter. 


ments  resembling  recorders), 
because  bagpipes  are  too  un- 
wieldy and  more  difficult  for  a 
beginner  to  use.  The  bagpipes 
also  represent  an  initial  invest- 
ment of  $500  or  more. 

"But  the  fingering  on  the 
chanter  is  identical  to  the  pipes," 
Caudill  said. 

Shannon  Stanbridge,  a  sopho- 
more from  Fayetteville,  N.C, 
said  learning  the  bagpipes  is  not 
any  more  difficult  than  learning 
any  other  instrument — just  dif- 
ferent. 

"I  had  sort  of  fell  in  love  with 
the  sound  of  bagpipes  when  I 
saw  pipers  in  Raleigh  and  at  the 
Highland  Games  at  Grandfather 
mountain,"  said  Stanbridge.  "I 
guess  I  really  decided  to  take  this 
class  and  learn  to  play  the  bag- 
pipes because  it's  something 
outlandish." 

Eric  Faircloth,  a  junior  from 


Steadman,  N.C,  enjoyed  the 
pipes  since  he  was  a  small  child. 
"Learning  how  to  play  the  pipes 
has  been  sort  of  an  ongoing  thing 
for  me,"  he  said.  "I've  always 
liked  their  sound  and  paid  atten- 
tion to  any  bagpipe  music  I  ran 
across." 

The  only  member  of  the  class 
with  no  musical  background  is 
sophomore  William  Peters.  A 
biology  major  from  Rochester, 
N.Y.,  Peters  said,  "Bagpipe 
music  is  sort  of  a  mysterious 
thing — interesting  to  listen  to, 
but  quite  another  thing  to  play. 

"And  it's  been  a  nice  change 
of  pace  from  studying  hard 
science." 

As  the  students  struggle  with 
this  ancient  music,  dating  back  at 
least  to  the  time  of  Aristophanes 
(448  B.C.),  they  are  keeping  alive 
a  part  of  this  country's  Scottish 
heritage. 


College  hires  teacher  director 

Dr.  Roma  Bowen  Joyce  has  been  named  to  direct  teacher  educa- 
tion at  Lees-McRae  College.  The  junior  college  has  applied  for  senior 
status;  if  the  Southern  Association  of  Colleges  and  Schools  approves 
the  application,  majors  would  be  offered  beginning  next  fall  in 
several  subjects,  including  education. 

Dr.  Joyce  is  a  graduate  of  Meredith  College  and  earned  a  master's 
degree  from  Wake  Forest  University  and  a  doctorate  in  education 
from  the  University  of  North  Carolina  at  Greensboro.  She  taught 
high-school  English  from  1972  to  1982  in  Kentucky  and  Jamestown, 
N.C.  She  has  experience  teaching  and  supervising  at  three  colleges. 


Are  You  Moving? 

Is  Your  Address  Correct? 

Are  You  Getting  More  Than  One  Copy 

Please  attach  the  mailing  label  from  your  most  recent  issue  in  the  space  below 
and  then  check  one  of  the  appropriate  boxes. 


THE  PRESBYTERIAN  NEWS 
P.O.  Box  10785 
Raleigh,  N.C.  27605 


THE  PRESBYTERIAN  NEWS 

(    )I  am  moving  on  (date). ..(see  my  new  address  below). 

(    )My  address  is  incorrect  (The  correct  address  appears  below). 

(.  )I  am  getting  two  copies  (Attached  is  the  label  from  issue  I  wish  stopped). 

Name  

Street  or  Box  

 Zip   


Benfield  chair 
established 

Louisville  Presbyterian 
Theological  Seminary  has 
established  the  William  A. 
Benfield  Jr.  Professorship  in 
evangelism  and  mission,  the 
institution  has  announced. 

The  chair  honors  former 
Presbyterian  Moderator  Ben- 
field, who  taught  Hebrew  and 
Old  Testament  at  Louisville 
Seminary  from  1940  to  1944 
and  from  1944  to  1949  was 
vice-president  and  professor 
of  practical  theology.  Benfield 
died  in  December. 

The  goal  for  endowing  the 
Benfield  professorshp  is 
$850,000.  Gifts  and  pledges 
from  individuals,  churches, 
and  foundations  already  total 
$595,000. 

"Our  only  regret  is  that  he 
died  before  our  goal  was 
reached,  for  I  know  it  would 
have  given  him  a  great  deal  of 
pleasure  to  help  install  the 
first  occupant  of  the  chair," 
said  the  seminary's  president, 
John  M.  Mulder. 

Benfield  was  a  graduate  of 
Davidson  College  and  held 
theolgoical  degrees  from 
Louisville  Seminary  and  from 
Louisville  Baptist  Seminary. 


The  Rev.  Victor  M.  Wilson 
will  be  an  evening  platform 
speaker  and  will  lead  a  workshop 
on  "How  to  Study  the  Bible"  at 
the  North  Carolina  Presbyterian 
Women's  Confernce.  The  meet- 
ing will  take  place  in  two  iden- 
tical sessions  at  Montreat,  N.C, 
June  5-8  and  8-11. 

The  conference  will  be  the  last 
organized  by  the  women  from 
the  old  Synod  of  North  Carolina. 

Wilson  is  pastor  of  Philadel- 
phia church  in  Charlotte,  N.C.  A 
native  of  Padiham,  England,  he 
worked  for  the  British  Aircraft 
Corporation  and  was  a  deputy 
cruise  director  with  the  Queen 
Elizabeth  II  and  Cunard  Line 
cruise  ships  before  coming  to  the 
United  States. 

He  graduated  from  Princeton 
Seminary  and  won  the  Friar 
Alumni  Award  for  the  most  sig- 
nificant contribution  to  the  life 
of  the  seminary  in  his  class. 

Other  workshops  at  the  con- 
ference announced  so  far  by  or- 
ganizers include  "Determine  the 
Will  of  God,"  led  by  the  Rev. 
Tom  Sweets;  "Parenthood  and 
Marriage,"  the  Rev.  Deborah 
Kemp;  "Christian  Symbolism," 
Linda  Schrock;  and  "Gifts  and 
Fruits  of  the  Holy  Spirit,"  Sally 
McQueen. 

There  will  also  be  training  ses- 


Rev.  Victor  Wilson 

sions  on  the  new  Presbyterian 
Women  organization. 

People  who  register  and  re- 
serve housing  before  April  30 
qualify  for  a  special  rate. 
Registration  forms  are  available 
from  Women  of  the  Church 
presidents,  United  presbyterian 
Women  presidents,  or  Ruth 
Shuler,  30  S.  Country  Club 
Lanes,  Cullowhee,  N.C.  28723. 

For  housing,  contact  one  of 
these  Montreat  facilities: 
Assembly  Inn  (704-669-2911), 
Wiliam  Black  Lodge  (704- 
669-6314),  or  the  dorms  of 
Montreat-Anderson  College 
(704-669-8011). 


Raleigh  retirement  home 
shifts  potential  site 


The  planned  Presbyterian 
Home  in  Raleigh,  N.C,  has 
shifted  its  proposed  site  from 
White  Gate  Farm  outside 
Raleigh  to  a  location  in  Cary. 
Availability  of  the  Cary  site  is 
contingent  on  rezoning;  whether 
or  not  rezoning  will  be  allowed 
should  be  determined  by  the  end 
of  February,  said  William  Plea- 
sants, director  of  the  Presbyter- 
ian Homes,  the  parent  organiza- 
tion. 

That  group  operates  the  Pres- 
byterian Home  in  High  Point 
and  is  building  Scotia  Village,  a 
facility  in  Laurinburg. 

After  much  study  and  work 
related  to  the  White  Gate  site, 
Pleasants  said,  "It  just  does  not 
appear  feasible  to  build  a  home 
there." 

The  January  newsletter  of 


First  Church  in  Raleigh,  which 
was  giving  the  land  for  the  home, 
reported  that  building  the  facil- 
ity at  White  Gate  would  have  re- 
quired a  bridge  over  a  railroad  at 
an  estimated  cost  of  $600,000  to 
$700,000.  In  addition,  the  news- 
letter reported,  the  site  had  dif- 
ficulties in  not  being  near  a  hos- 
pital, shopping  district,  or  bus 
transportation. 

The  Raleigh  home's  board  of 
trustees  in  December  voted  to 
enter  into  a  long-term  option  to 
purchase  the  30-acre  site  in  Cary. 

The  Presbyterian  Homes  were 
established  to  provide  more  re- 
tirement facilities  across  North 
Carolina  to  complement  the  orig- 
inal Home  in  High  Point.  Scotia 
Village  is  scheduled  to  open  next 
fall. 


Former  missionary  dies 


A  longtime  Presbyterian  mis- 
sionary to  China  and  Taiwan  has 
died  at  the  age  of  74.  The  Rev. 
William  F.  Junkin  Jr.,  who  serv- 
ed as  a  missionary  for  41  years, 
died  on  Jan.  13  in  Asheville, 
N.C,  of  cardiac  complications 
following  surgery  on  a  broken 
hip  he  suffered  shoveling  snow. 

Born  in  1913  of  missionary 
parents  in  North  Kiangsu, 
China,  Junkin  attended  Hamp- 
den-Sydney  College  and  Union 
Seminary  in  Virginia  and  served 
a  church  in  West  Virginia  before 
joining  the  mission  field  in  China 

Montreat  Campaign 

Montreat  Conference  Center's 
capital  campaign  has  raised  $2 
million  over  the  past  two  years. 
The  campaign's  goal  is  to  im- 
prove meeting  facilities  and  in- 
crease endowment  for  programs. 
Major  improvements  during  that 
time  include  addition  of  11 
modern  meeting  rooms  on  the 
center's  grounds  and  renovation 
of  the  commercial  center  area. 


in  1940.  He  spent  three  years  in 
a  Japanese  prison  camp  during 
World  War  II. 

Junkin  continued  in  China  un- 
til 1948,  returned  to  the  U.S.  to 
serve  churches  in  Tazewell,  Va., 
until  1953,  then  became  a  mis- 
sionary in  Taiwan,  where  he 
worked  until  his  retirement  in 
1981. 

Surviving  are  his  wife,  Jessie 
M.  Junkin;  three  children, 
William  F.  Junkin  III,  Alice  J. 
Landolt,  and  Sarah  J.  Woodard; 
eight  grandchildren;  and  a  sister, 
Agnes  J.  Peery. 


Important  Dates 

FEBRUARY 

29  Organizational  meeting  of 
Synod  D,  University  Sher- 
aton Center,  Durham  be- 
gins. 

MARCH 


1  Synod  D  meeting  contin 
ues 





The  Presbyterian  News 


SYNOD  of  the  MID-ATLANTIC 


THE  PRESBYTERIAN  CHURCH  (U.S.A.) 


March  1988,  Volume  LIV,  Number  3 


chosen 
as  name  of  new  synod 


By  Robert  Milks 
Editor 

The  new  synod  in  this  region 
is  no  longer  Synod  D;  it  is  the 
Synod  of  the  Mid-Atlantic.  So 
commissioners  to  the  organiza- 
tional meeting  of  the  synod  de- 
cided. They  also  elected  the  first 
moderator  of  the  Synod  of  the 
Mid-Atlantic,  the  Rev.  Ralph  R. 
Johnson  Jr.,  pastor  of  New  Cas- 
tle Church  in  New  Castle, 
Delaware. 

The  meeting  took  place  in 
Durham,  N.C.,  on  Feb.  29-Mar. 
i  1,  at  the  Sheraton  University 
Center  near  Duke  University. 
There  were  210  commissioners 
from  North  Carolina,  Virginia, 
West  Virginia,  Maryland,  Dela- 
ware, and  the  District  of 
Columbia. 

In  choosing  the  name,  com- 
missioners rejected  all  three  sug- 
gestions from  the  committee 
formed  to  recommend  a  name, 
as  well  as  several  others  propos- 
ed, as  was  Mid-Atlantic,  from 
the  floor. 

In  reporting  for  the  commit- 
\  tee,  its  moderator,  the  Rev.  C. 
>  Wylie  Smith  of  Laurinburg, 
N.C.,  told  commissioners  that 
names  are  important  in  the  Bible, 
as  in  the  case  of  Jacob. 

"Names  give  insight  into  one 
[to  others,"  she  said.  "We 
wanted  a  name  for  our  synod 
that  said  something  to  people." 

The  committee  eliminated 
from  consideration  Latin  and 
Greek  names  and  names  too 
much  associated  with  the  former 
synods,  she  said.  It  also  tried  to 
include  all  areas  and  people  in  its 
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Rev.  Ralph  Johnson,  first 
moderator 

proposals. 

Ms.  Smith  surprised  the  com- 
missioners by  noting  that  the 
committee  itself  had  at  the  last 
minute,  in  effect,  decided  to 
eliminate  one  of  its  own  choices. 

"We  learned  last  night  that 
Francis  Makemie  was  a  slave 
trader,"  she  said.  Makemie  had 
been  one  of  the  three  recommen- 
dations, along  with  Freedom 
Roads  and  Reconciliation.  Fran- 
cis Makemie  was  a  pioneer  Pres- 
byterian missionary  in  this 
region. 

Commissioner  Robert  An- 
drews of  New  Castle  Presbytery, 
seconding  the  proposal  of  the 
Mid-Atlantic,  acknowledged  that 
many  concepts  relating  to  other 

See  MID-ATLANTIC,  page  2 


Richmond 
picked  for 
office  site 


The  Synod  of  the  Mid-Atlantic 
at  its  organizing  meeting  chose 
Richmond,  Va.,  as  the  site  for  its 
office.  Specifically,  commission- 
ers voted  to  place  the  office  in  a 
house  across  the  street  from  the 
campus  of  Union  Theolgoical 
Seminary. 

In  choosing  Richmond,  com- 
missioners defeated  an  alter- 
native proposal  from  the  floor  to 
house  the  office  in  Durham, 
N.C.  A  committee  formed  to 
make  a  recommendation  to  the 
synod  had  proposed  Richmond. 
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Dr.  Christine  Darden,  moderator  of  the  Structural  Design  and  Staffing  Rationale  Committee, 
introduces  the  plan  at  the  meeting  of  synod. 

Design  has  notable  features 


Several  notable  features  ap- 
pear in  the  design  for  its  structure 
and  staff  that  the  Synod  of  the 
Mid-Atlantic  adopted  at  its 
organizational  meeting  Feb. 
29-March  1  in  Durham,  N.C. 

One  is  that  it  will  include  25 
percent  participation  of  people 
from  racial  and  ethnic  minorities 
on  its  Council  and  committees, 
for  at  least  five  years.  The 
synod's  annual  meeting,  to  be 
called  the  Synod  Assembly,  will 
also  include  the  25  percent  par- 
ticipation where  possible. 

In  addition,  the  design  clearly 
suggests  what  kind  of  mission  the 
synod  and  its  presbyteries  should 
each  engage  in.  That  subject  has 
been  controversial. 

Specifically,  the  design  spells 
out  several  kinds  of  ministry  it 


identifies  as  "synod-based  mis- 
sions," for  which  the  synod  will 
have  program  committees.  The 
design  labels  a  number  of  other 
kinds  of  ministry  as  "presbytery- 
based  mission";  the  plan  calls  for 
the  synod  to  hold  various  con- 
sultations with  presbyteries  on 
those  topics  to  mututally  deter- 
mine what  the  synod  should  do, 
if  anything,  in  those  kinds  of 
mission  (including  what  re- 
sources it  should  devote). 

Synod  staff  will  have  people 
dealing  with  both  forms  of  mis- 
sion. There  will  be  an  executive 
and  three  associates,  plus  some 
other  staff. 

In  adopting  the  design  pre- 
pared by  a  special  committee, 
commissioners  voted  not  to  con- 
sider an  alternate  plan  put  forth 


by  Baltimore  Presbytery.  Com- 
missioner Charles  Forbes  of  Bal- 
timore Presbytery  spoke  to  the 
body  on  that  plan,  saying  its  pro- 
ponents did  not  agree  with  sev- 
eral key  points  in  the  committee's 
design. 

For  one,  he  said,  the  design 
would  create  a  Council  with  su- 
preme power;  a  large  body  meet- 
ing once  a  year  would  have  trou- 
ble overruling  the  Council,  he 
argued.  Committees  under  the 
design  report  to  the  Council,  not 
the  synod. 

"We  believe  that  is  a  design 
for  either  paralysis  or  a  dictator- 
ship," he  said.  "We're  not  sure 
which." 

The  Baltimore  plan  according- 

See  STRUCTURE,  page  2 


Rev.  John  Wimberly,  con- 
venor of  the  committee  recom- 
mending an  office  site 

The  house  will  need  about 
$200,000  worth  of  renovation, 
the  committee  reported.  It  pro- 
poses selling  the  property  in 
Raleigh  housing  the  office  of  the 
old  Synod  of  North  Carolina  and 
using  part  of  that  money  to  pay 
for  the  renovations,  with  the  rest 
to  go  into  a  fund  that  would 
generate  income  to  pay  for  an- 
nual maintenance. 

The  Synod  of  the  Mid-Atlantic 
would  not  own  the  Richmond 
property  but  would  lease  it  from 
the  seminary.  Union  Seminary 
has  proposed  a  35-year  lease  of 
$1   per  year,  the  committee 


  See  RICHMOND,  page  2  purposes. 


NCSU  dean  named 
president  of  Peace 

Dr.  Garrett  Briggs  has  been 
named  president  of  Peace  Col- 
lege, the  institution's  board  of 
trustees  has  announced.  Briggs  is 
dean  of  the  College  of  Physical 
and  Mathematical  Sciences  at 
North  Carolina  State  University 
in  Raleigh,  where  Peace  is  also 
located. 

He  will  succeed  Dr.  S.  David 
Frazier,  who  is  retiring  effective 
June  30  after  serving  23  years  as 
president  of  the  two-year,  Pres- 
byterian, women's  college. 

The  trustees  chose  Briggs 
unanimously  on  Feb.  18  upon 
the  recommendation  of  a  search 
committee. 

"Dr.  Garrett  Briggs  is  unique- 
ly qualified  to  serve  as  president 
of  Peace  College,"  said  James  K. 
Dorsett  Jr.,  chairman  of  the 
Peace  trustees.  "His  academic 
credentials  and  his  administrative 
experience  are  outstanding. 

"He  is  a  man  of  sterling 
character  and  strong  leadership 
qualities.  We  are  confident  that 
he  will  build  upon  the  strengths 
of  Peace  College  and  be  dedi- 
cated to  its  traditions  and 


Dr.  Garrett  Briggs 

Briggs  said  he  did  not  expect 
the  mission  of  the  college  to 
change.  "I  think  Peace  is  strong 
because  of  what  it  is,  as  a  church- 
affiliated,  two-year  women's  col- 
lege," he  said.  "It  will  be  a 
challenge  and  an  opportunity  to 
be  an  administrator  there.  But  I 
come  into  a  positon  of  strength 

See  BR!  .;e  2 
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John  LaMotte  discusses  the  design. 


Structure,  staff  plan  adopted 


continued  from  page  1 

ly  called  for  a  less  active  Coun- 
cil and  a  smaller  staff.  In  effect, 
the  synod  would  have  done  less. 

When  commissioners  dis- 
cussed the  design,  they  moved  to 
a  "quasi-committee  of  the 
whole,"  whereby  they  could  talk 
about  possible  amendments 
without  parliamentary  pro- 
cedure. Later,  when  they  re- 
turned to  session,  they  formally 
moved  a  number  of  minor 
amendments  and  adopted  most. 
The  design  committee  had  no  ob- 
jection to  most. 

Among  the  more  significant  of 
those  were  adding  a  committee 
on  the  self-development  of  peo- 
ple, which  would  fund  organiza- 
tions working  to  develop  their 
communities  and  addressing 
systematic  causes  of  racial  and 
economic  injustice;  making  the 
synod  executive  stated  clerk  as 
well,  instead  of  linking  the 
associate  executive  for  finance 
with  the  stated  clerk's  job,  as  the 
design  proposed;  and  spelling  out 


that  the  synod  would  evaluate 
the  results  of  the  requirement  for 
25  percent  minority  participation 
and  then  decide  in  five  years 
whether  it  needed  to  be  con- 
tinued or  not. 

In  discussing  that  requirement, 
the  Rev.  Joseph  Pickard  of  the 
design  committee  said  it  could  be 
compared  to  giving  the  old  Pres- 
byterian Church  (U.S.)  50  per- 
cent participation  in  the  initial 
stages  of  the  new  church  formed 
by  Presbyterian  reunion.  Pickard 
is  from  Concord  Presbytery. 

"It's  something  we  ought  to 
do  as  a  synod,"  he  said.  It  would 
set  an  example  for  the  church,  he 
said. 

Under  the  design,  the  Council 
will  have  elected  members  as  well 
as  members  from  related  groups 
recognized  and  funded  by  the 
synod  or  the  General  Assembly: 
racial  and  ethnic  caucuses,  the 
Justice  for  Women  Committee, 
Presbyterian  Women,  and  Pres- 
byterian Men.  Those  represen- 


tatives will  have  voice  and  vote. 

"Synod-based"  program  com- 
mittees that  will  report  to  the 
Council  address  ministries  with 
Presbyterian  institutions,  racial 
and  ethnic  ministries,  global  and 
ecumenical  ministries,  social 
justice,  and  educational  ministries. 

"Presbytery-based"  mission, 
in  which  the  synod's  role  and 
resources  will  be  determined  by 
consultation  with  presbyteries, 
includes  church  development  and 
redevelopment,  evangelism, 
small  churches,  hunger, 
peacemaking,  outdoor  minis- 
tries, and  stewardship. 

The  staff  will  include  the  exe- 
cutive and  associates  for  finance, 
racial  and  ethnic  ministries  and 
ministries  in  partnership  with 
presbyteries,  and  synod  minis- 
tries. There  will  also  be  an  ad- 
ministrative assistant,  staff 
specialists  in  communication  and 
Korean  ministries,  and  support 
staff  as  needed. 


reported. 

Speaking  for  the  committee  at 
the  synod  meeting,  convenor 
John  Wimberly  said  it  had  quick- 
ly eliminated  Baltimore  and 
Washington  as  too  far  north, 
Charlotte  as  too  far  south  and 
west,  and  Roanoke  as  too  hard 
to  get  to.  It  narrowed  its  atten- 
tion to  Richmond,  Raleigh,  and 
Durham. 

The  Synod  of  North  Carolina 
owned  buildings  in  both  cities, 
and  Wimberly  said  the  commit- 
tee was  impressed  with  the  cities 
and  the  facilities. 

"The  overwhelming  majoirty 
[on  the  committee]  probably 
thought  after  the  first  meeting 
that  the  office  would  be  here," 
he  said.  "But  we  thought  we 
ought  to  go  ahead  with  the  pro- 
cess in  fairness." 

An  enthusiastic  presentation 
on  Richmond  by  Heath  Rada, 
president  of  the  Presbyterian 
School  of  Christian  Education  in 
that  city,  played  a  key  role  in 
swaying  the  committee,  Wimber- 
ly said.  The  presence  of  the  two 
institutions  in  Richmond  ap- 
parently was  the  key  factor. 
Wimberly  said  the  committee 
believed  the  schools  and  the 
synod  would  enrich  each  other 
through  locating  the  office  adja- 
cent to  them. 

"We  feel  too  often  seminaries 
and  their  resources  stand  off 
from  the  life  of  the  church,"  he 
said. 

As  an  example  of  the  commit- 
tee's thinking,  he  said  faculty 
could  work  with  groups  dealing 
with  such  ministries  as  small 
churches,  evangelism,  and  black 
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choices  were  persuasive,  but  he 
said,  "The  Church  often  befogs 
relations  with  the  rest  of  the 
world  by  using  jargon,  no  mat- 
ter how  persuasive."  The  Catho- 
lic and  Episcopal  Churches  usu- 
ally identify  their  governing  dis- 
tricts by  territory,  he  said. 

"It  [the  Mid-Atlantic]  is  pro- 
bably at  this  point  historically  the 
most  inclusive  label  that  we  could 
use,  and  the  simplest  communi- 
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cation."  Commissioners  ap- 
parently found  that  argument 
persuasive,  as  they  gave  the  Mid- 
Altantic  a  first-ballot  majority 
over  eight  other  names. 

Among  other  names  proposed 
from  the  floor  were  Freedom  and 
Heritage,  Delmarvacar,  the 
Capes,  Piedmont,  and  the  Cross. 
First  moderator 

A  nominating  group  for  the 
Transitional  Council  recom- 
mended Ralph  Johnson  as  mo- 
derator, and  he  was  elected 


unanimously.  He  has  served  the 
New  Castle  Church  since  1963, 
when  he  was  ordained  there  at 
the  age  of  39. 

He  had  previously  worked 
with  the  Western  Regional  Office 
of  the  Council  of  State  Govern- 
ments and  as  lay  coordinator  of 
Christian  service  at  Menlo  Park 
Presbyterian  Church  in  California. 

Johnson  studied  political 
science  at  Wesleyan,  Syracuse, 
and  Oxford  Universities.  His 
seminary  studies  were  at  San 


Francisco  Seminary  and  the 
Graduate  School  of  Ecumenical 
Studies  in  Bossy,  Switzerland. 

He  was  moderator  of  New 
Castle  Presbytery  in  1978-79  and 
interim  moderator  for  the  organ- 
izing meeting  of  the  Synod  of  the 
Piedmont  in  1972. 

He  chaired  the  Presbyterian 
Hunger  Committee  of  the  United 
Presbyterian  Church  from  1979 
to  1982  and  helped  it  merge  with 
its  counterpart  in  the  Presby- 
terian Church  U.S. 


Various  conferences  set 


A  "Spring  Buds"  adult  fellow- 
ship retreat  and  a  conference  on 
the  small  church  are  scheduled 
for  Massanetta  Springs  Confer- 
ence Center  near  Harrisonburg, 
Virginia,  in  April. 

The  adult  retreat,  April  18-22, 
offers  primarly  relaxation,  recre- 
ation, and  touring  in  the  area. 
The  touring  includes  numerous 
sites  in  the  area,  among  them 
Montpelier,  the  home  of  James 
Madison;  George  Washington's 
Office  Museum;  and  Stonewall 
Jackson's  headquarters. 

There  will  also  be  an  annual 
Spring  Fling  party,  a  crafts 
workshop,  a  special  historical 
program  on  "Mennonites  in  the 
Shenandoah  Valley,"  informal 
worship,  and  golf,  tennis,  hiking, 
and  canoeing. 

Cost  is  $201  per  person,  dou- 
ble occupancy,  including  a  $25 
non-refundable  registration  fee. 
The  cost  includes  four  nights 
lodging,  meals,  and  all  pro- 
grams, travel  costs,  and  admis- 
sion fees. 

Building  the  mission  of  the 
small  church  is  the  theme  of  the 


second  conference,  April  28-30. 
Leaders  from  Dubuque  Semi- 
nary in  Iowa,  Dr.  L.  Shannon 
Jung  and  Dr.  Lyle  D.  Vander 
Broek,  will  present  new  ideas. 
Participants  will  be  able  to 
discuss  ideas. 

Intended  for  pastors  and 
leaders  of  churches  with  fewer 
than  150  members,  the  confer- 

Conferences 


ence  will  cost  $65  per  person, 
double  occupancy,  which  in- 
cludes lodging  and  meals. 

For  more  information  on  these 
conferences,  contact  Massanetta 
Springs  Conference  Center,  P.O. 
Box  1286,  Harrisonburg,  Va. 
22801  (703-434-3829). 

N.C.  Historical  Society 

Dr.  S.  David  Frazier,  president 
of  Peace  College,  will  address  the 
annual  spring  meeting  of  the 
N.C.  Presbyterian  Historical 
Society  on  May  7  at  the  college 
in  Raleigh,  N.C.  Registration 


begins  at  10  a.m. 

There  will  be  a  business  meet- 
ing in  the  morning,  followed  by 
lunch  and  then  Frazier's  address. 

For  more  information,  contact 
the  Society  at  P.O.  Box  10785, 
Raleigh,  N.C.  27605. 

Growing  racism 

Churches'  response  to  a  resur- 
gence of  racism  will  be  the  sub- 
ject of  a  conference  sponsored  by 
the  N.C.  Council  of  Churches 
and  North  Carolinians  Against 
Racist  and  Religious  Violence, 
April  29-30  at  Bennett  College  in 
Greensboro,  N.C. 

Speakers  include  the  Rev.  C.T. 
Vivian,  the  Rev.  Joseph  Barndt, 
and  the  Rev.  Sadie  Joyner- 
Milton.  There  will  be  plenary  ses- 
sions and  workshops. 

The  cost  is  $25,  which  includes 
meals;  participants  must  secure 
their  own  lodging.  For  more  in- 
formation contact  North  Caroli- 
nians Against  Racism  and  Reli- 
gious Violence  (919-688-5965)  or 
the  N.C.  Council  of  Churches 
(919-828-6501).  Registration 
deadline  is  April  15. 


Presbyterians'  needs,  and  the 
synod  could  use  the  seminary's 
media  center  to  produce  videos. 

Commissioner  Edwin  Pickard 
of  Orange  Presbytery  moved 
Durham  as  a  substitute  for  the 
committee's  recommendation. 
Extensive  debate_followed. 

Pickard  said  Durham  was 
close  to  the  center  of  the  new 
synod's  constituency  geographi- 
cally; he  also  raised  stewardship 
as  an  issue. 

"I  question  the  wisdom  of 
putting  $200,000  into  remodeling 
an  old  frame  house  we  won't 
even  own,  especially  when  we 
own  two  buildings  in  Raleigh  and 
Durham,"  he  said.  Pickard  also 
questioned  identifying  the  synod 
too  closely  with  one  seminary, 
though  he  noted  he  was  a  Union 
graduate. 

Backers  of  Richmond  argued 
that  existing  property  should  not 
dictate  the  site. 

The  substitute  motiton  lost  by 
a  vote  of  151-54.  The  main  mo 
tion,  to  go  to  Richmond,  then 
won  by  a  sizeable  voice  vote. 

The  committee's  recommen 
dation  contains  a  back-up  provi- 
sion that  if  a  satisfactory  ar- 
rangement cannot  be  worked  out 
in  Richmond,  the  property  in 
Raleigh  would  become  the  site 
for  the  office. 

The  renovations  in  Richmond 
would  involve  air  conditioning 
and  new  heating,  exterior  paint- 
ing, a  new  roof,  a  ramp  to  make 
the  first  floor  accessible  to  han- 
dicapped people,  knocking  out 
walls  in  the  kitchen,  and  work 
related  to  ensuring  against  fire. 


Briggs 


continued  from  page  1 

and  am  ready  to  move  forward." 

Briggs  said  he  is  happy  the 
students,  faculty,  and  president 
have  a  strong  working  relation- 
ship and  said  he  would  welcome 
the  chance  to  find  himself  in  the 
classroom  occassionally. 

He  prasied  the  quality  of  the 
school  and  said  he  would  like  to 
see  it  become  more  visible  and 
take  a  position  of  leadership  in 
the  community. 

He  is  senior  warden  at  St. 
Michael's  Episcopal  Church. 

Briggs  has  been  dean  at  N.C. 
State  since  1981.  Before  that  he 
was  associate  dean  for  research 
and  resource  development  in  the 
College  of  Liberal  Arts  at  the 
University  of  Tennessee.  He  has 
taught  and  been  an  administrator 
at  the  University  of  Wisconsin, 
Tulane  University,  and  New- 
comb  College. 

Briggs  grew  up  in  Texas  and 
earned  bachelor's  and  master's 
degrees  in  geology  from  South- 
ern Methodist  University  and  his 
doctorate  from  the  University  of 
Wisconsin.  He  attended  Harvard 
Business  School's  Institute  for 
Educational  Management. 

In  addition  to  teaching,  he  has 
consulted  for  oil  companies  and 
government  agencies.  He  serves 
on  the'  Governor's  Advisory 
Committee  on  Crystalline  Rock 
Nuclear  Waste  Repository.  From 
1981  to  1983,  he  served  on  the 
Research  Triangle  Institute's 
board  of  governors. 


Deadline 

The  deadline  for  receiving 
both  ads  and  material  contri- 
buted for  articles  is  the  first 
Wednesday  of  each  month. 
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Be 

Within  Reach 
Always 

...  It  Takes  A  Good  Strong 
Foundation 

Help  secure  your  family's 
future  and  continue  your 
witness  to  your  faith.  The 
place  to  start  is  with  your 
Will. 

Without  a  Will,  regardless  of 
special  circumstances,  the 
laws  of  your  state  dictate  who 
gets  your  money  and 
possessions. 

Make  a  Will.  For  the  sake 
of  those  you  love  and  the 
causes  you  consider 
important. 

The  Presbyterian  Church 
(U.S.A.)  Foundation  offers  a 
pamphletthatwill  help  make 
the  process  easier  for  you.  It 
tells  how,  by  including  a 
bequest  to  the  Church,  you 
can  extend  your  stewardship 
and  your  caring  for  others 
through  your  Will.  Write  today. 
Presbyterian  Church  (U.S.A.) 
Foundation,  312  West  Trade 
Street,  Suite  400, 
Charlotte,  NC 
28202. 


Presbyterian  Church 
(U.S.A.)  Foundation 

New  York.  New  York  •  Charlotte.  North  Carolina 


May  I  is  Wills  Emphasis  Sunday  in 
the  Presbyterian  Churchi U.S.A.).  A 
Wills  Emphasis  Packet  is  available 
through  the  Foundation 
to  help  your  church 
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Dealing  creatively  with  synod-presbytery  relations 


On  February  29-March  1  we  reached 
another  milestone  in  our  journey  as 
Presbyterians  in  the  region.  As  reported 
elsewhere  we  now  have  a  name,  a  loca- 
tion for  our  office,  and  a  structural 
design  and  staffing  rationale.  It  is  the 
latter  on  which  I  will  comment. 

For  me,  a  significant  feature  of  the 
design  is  its  creative  approach  to  the 
issue  of  the  relationships  of  a  synod  and 
its  presbyteries. 

The  design  recognizes  that  it  is  the 
presbytery,  working  with  its  congrega- 
tions, which  has  primary  responsibility 
for  certain  ministries,  i.e.,  evangelism, 
small  churches,  hunger,  peacemaking, 
nurture,  outdoor  ministries,  steward- 
ship, church  development  and 
redevelopment.  The  way  that  synod 
becomes  involved  in  these  ministries  is 
through  consultations  which  will  iden- 
tify the  partnership  activities  to  be  ac- 
complished in  the  region,  who  is  respon- 
sible for  the  work,  and  what  funds  will 
be  needed.  The  implementation  of  the 
consultative  process  at  an  early  date  will 
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alleviate  much  of  the  organizational 
stress  and  other  costs  associated  with 
struggles  over  "programmatic  turf." 

There  is  the  recognition  also  that  cer- 
tain ministries  are  regional  in  scope,  i.e., 
care  agencies,  campus  ministry,  colleges, 
career  and  personal  counseling  centers, 
conference  centers,  public  policy,  racial- 
ethnic  ministries,  and  ecumenical  and 
cooperative  relationships.  These  minis- 
tries are  initiated  by  synod  in  coopera- 
tion with  presbyteries. 

The  distinction  between  partnership 
ministries  (presbytery-based)  and  synod- 
based  ministries  in  the  design  is  evidence 


to  me  that  we  have  learned  a  lot  over  the 
past  few  years.  In  essence  our  learning 
is  that  synods  and  presbyteries  are  more 
competent  to  perform  in  some  areas 
than  in  others.  In  addition,  we  have 
learned  to  honor  the  competence  of 
each. 

The  time  between  now  and  the  fall 
1988  stated  meeting  of  the  Synod 
Assembly  will  be  spent  "trying  out"  the 
design.  The  responsibilities  of  certain 
members  of  the  transitional  staff  will  be 
changed  to  conform  with  the  staffing  ra- 
tionale and  structural  design  as  adopted. 
The  staff  positions  can  thereby  be  tested 
for  size  and  fit. 

Elected  persons  from  the  councils  and 
other  units  of  the  antecedent  synods  will 
be  gathered  under  the  synod  ministry 
program  committee  format.  Their  task 
is  to  consider  the  coordination  and 
enabling  requirements  necessary  for  a 
given  program  during  the  remainder  of 
1988,  and  to  prepare  recommendations 
for  the  Transitional  Council. 

The  good  spirit  exhibited  by  commis- 


sioners to  the  first  stated  meeting  and 
the  work  accomplished  in  a  short  time 
bodes  well  for  the  future. 

Editor's  note:  The  Rev.  Davis  Yeuell 
served  as  executive  of  the  old  Synod  of 
the  Virginias  from  1976  until  it  became 
part  of  the  Synod  of  the  Mid-Atlantic. 
He  is  now  administrator  of  the  Roanoke 
officer  of  the  Synod  of  the  Mid-Atlantic 
during  the  transitional  period.  A  native 
of  Tuscaloosa,  Alabama,  he  was  edu- 
cated at  the  University  of  Alabama, 
Union  Seminary  in  Virginia,  and 
McCormick  Seminary. 

Yeuell  served  a  pastorate  in  Alabama, 
taught  at  Stillman  College  in  that  state, 
and  worked  with  the  Board  of  Christian 
Education  for  the  old  Presbyterian 
Church  (U.S.)  before  working  for  John 
Knox  Press  and  Harper  &  Row  as  an 
editor.  He  joined  the  Synod  of  the 
Virginias  as  resource  coordinator  in 
1974. 

He  and  the  other  two  administrators 
will  take  turns  writing  a  column  for  this 
space. 


Editorial  letters,  commentaries  welcome 


We  welcome  letters  to  the  editor  on 
these  pages.  We  are  also  open  to  receiv- 
ing longer  guest  commentaries  from 


time  to  time.  Send  either  to  Editor,  The 
Presbyterian  News,  P.O.  Box  10785, 
Raleigh,  N.C.  27605. 


COMMENTARY 


One  thank-you  makes 
it  all  worthwhile 


I've  had  numerous  occasions  to  act 
on  behalf  of  the  church  to  assist  per- 
sons in  need.  Romans  12:13  admon- 
ishes us  to  share  our  belongings  with 
those  who  are  in  need.  Included  in  this 
charge  is  the  responsibility  to  be  good 
stewards  of  the  church's  resources. 

When  I  served  as  a  pastor,  many  in- 
dividuals came  to  me  asking  for  some 
form  of  assistance.  In  most  cases  these 
persons  were  not  members  of  the  con- 
gregation but  were  often  folks  down 
on  their  luck,  homeless  or  unem- 
ployed. Most  often  they  were  single 
men  in  transit. 

Without  question  they  all  needed 
help— although  it  was  often  the  case 
that  what  they  asked  for  was  not  ac- 
tually what  they  needed.  For  some, 
begging  had  become  a  way  of  life,  such 
as  the  beggar  in  Acts,  Chapter  3,  who 
sat  at  the  gate  begging  money  from 
would-be  worshipers  as  they  entered 
the  temple  for  prayer  each  day. 

As  a  pastor  I  found  it  necessary  to 
set  up  rules  to  govern  my  distributions 
of  the  church's  resources.  Occasionally 
I  would  bend  the  rules. 

I  think  I  have  heard  every  "con" 
story  under  the  sun  in  my  experience 
of  distributing  the  church's  resour- 
ces— and  I  have  been  "burned"  more 
times  than  I  care  to  remember.  I  am 
equally  sure  I  have  said  "no"  when  I 
should  have  said  "yes."  Each  situation 
is  a  judgment  call— and  you  win  some 
and  you  lose  some. 

Once  at  a  gathering  of  community 
pastors,  the  problem  of  professional 
beggars  was  addressed.  We  started 
comparing  notes  and  discovered  to  our 
astonishment  that  we  were  all  being 
"ripped  off"  by  a  few  who  made  beg- 
ging a  way  of  life — and  like  the  beg- 
gar at  the  gate  manipulated  the  church 
to  accomplish  their  shortsighted  life- 
style. 

We  all  chuckled  when  one  pastor 
asked,  "Has  a  Marilyn  Kelly  ever  been 
by  your  place?"  She  had  burned  every 
one  of  the  nine  pastors  present  and 
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some  several  times.  We  all  agreed 
Marilyn  had  one  of  the  best  cons 
around — and  what  a  tragedy  it  was  for 
a  woman  as  gifted  as  she  to  use  her 
God-given  resources  in  such  a  limited 
way, 

Having  heard  so  many  con  stories 
and  then  being  burned  many  times,  I 
have  become  very  cautious  about  shar- 
ing the  church's  resources.  One  day 
Dick  Brown  came  around  to  ask  for 
help.  I  had  seen  him  in  the  neighbor- 
hood before  but  this  was  the  first  time 
he  came  to  me  for  help. 

His  story  was:  he  had  cashed  his 
welfare  check  and  was  later  beaten  and 
robbed.  According  to  him  he  had  just 
been  released  from  the  hospital  and 
needed  money  for  food.  My  first 
response  to  myself  was  "a  likely 
story" — but  after  a  few  seconds  I 
decided  to  break  all  my  rules  and  give 
way  to  my  hunch  that  this  guy  was  tell- 
ing the  truth. 

I  took  him  to  the  grocery  store  and 
later  home.  I  gave  him  20  dollars  and 
I  went  back  to  my  office  thinking 
about  what  had  just  transpired— 
trusting  that  I  had  done  the  right  thing. 

Two  weeks  later  Dick  Brown  re- 
turned to  my  office.  You  can  imagine 
the  thought  which  ran  across  my 
mind... He  came  to  pay  back  the 
money  and  to  say  thank  you.  I  was  so 
grateful  for  his  thanksgiving.  I  had 
helped  hundreds — but  he  was  the  first 
to  return  and  say  "thank  you."  And 
for  me,  that  made  it  all  worthwhile. 

Tyrone  Burkette  is  president-elect  of 
Barber-Scotia  College  in  Concord, 
N.C. 


Getting  better  acquainted 


With  the  establishment  of  the  new 
Synod  and  for  the  transitional  period, 
the  three  executives  of  the  former 
synods  are  now  designated  as  admin- 
istrators of  the  Baltimore,  Roanoke, 
and  Raleigh  offices.  In  a  move  to  get 
all  of  us  better  acquainted,  each  of  us 
will  take  turns  writing  a  column — so  "I 
shall  return." 

Meanwhile,  this  month  we  welcome 
Davis  Yeuell  of  the  Roanoke  office  to 
these  pages  and  Lowelle  Simms,  our 
transitional  executive,  who  will  be 
writing  each  month.  His  column  is  on 
page  5.  Carroll  Jenkins  of  the  Balti- 
more office  will  have  a  column  on  this 
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page  next  month. 

Editor's  note:  John  D.  MacLeod's  col- 
umn has  traditionally  appeared  at  the 
top  of  page  4.  As  he  notes,  that  space 
will  now  be  reserved  for  all  three  ad- 
ministrators; they  will  alternate 
columns. 


What  is  self-love? 

"Love  your  neighbor  as  yourself" 
(Matt.  22:39) 

In  answer  to  the  question,  "Which 
is  the  great  commandment  in  the  gy 
law?"  our  Lord  said,  "You  shall  love  Charles 
the  Lord  your  God  with  all  your  heart,  e.S. 
and  with  all  your  soul,  and  with  all  Kraemer 
your  mind.  This  is  the  great  and  first 
commandment.  And  the  second  is  like 
it,  you  shall  love  your  neighbor  as 
yourself." 

What  does  our  Lord  mean  by  "self 
love"?  We  can  be  sure  that  our  Lord 
was  not  advocating  for  his  followers  a 
grasping  egocenteredness.  He  said 
also,  as  recorded  in  Matt.  16:24,  "If 
any  man  would  come  after  me  let  him 
deny  himself  and  take  up  his  cross  and 
follow  me." 

The  Christian  way,  unlike  some 
religious  approaches  to  life,  is  not  the 
way  of  a  complete  self-rejection,  total- 
ly lacking  in  any  sense  of  self-regard 
or  self-worth.  A  person  who  is  borne 
under  the  burden  of  his  own  sense  of 
worthlessness  is  not  able  to  love  his 
neighbor  in  any  adequate  way. 


"A  pretty  girl" 

Recently  I  heard  a  TV  interview  with 
a  young  woman  from  Chapel  Hill 
about  a  book  she  has  recently  written. 
I  have  not  read  the  book,  but  in  the 
interview  which  I  heard  I  learned  that 
the  author  makes  much  of  how  a  girl's 
worth  in  a  community  like  that  is 
determined  by  whether  she  is  pretty  or 
not,  judged  by  community  standards 
of  prettiness  or  even  her  own  stan- 
dards. Although  she  is  writing  about 
the  self-image  of  college  students,  all 
of  us  know  what  the  community's 
ideas  of  the  way  we  look  do  to  our  self- 


image. 

By  way  of  illustration  from  my  own 
experience,  I  have  just  been  through 
the  humilitating  ritual  of  holding  still 
for  a  photograph  for  the  church  direc- 
tory, a  ritual  that  comes  around  every 
few  years.  Even  as  old  as  I  am  and  with 
the  knowledge  that  nobody  expects 
much  of  my  photograph,  I  still  cringe 
when  I  have  to  choose  between  the 
"proofs"  and  hope  that  somebody  will 
be  around  who  can  remember  that  I 
did  not  always  look  like  that. 

Your  place  in  his  kindgom 

Christian  self-love  grows  not  out  of 
any  notion  of  our  own  importance,  but 
rather  because  we  believe  that  God  has 
important  things  for  us  to  do.  As  we 
commit  ourselves  to  God's  kingdom 
and  God's  righteousness  (justice)  we 
can  find  the  freedom  that  comes 
because  we  know  that  our  heavenly 
Father  who  takes  care  of  the  birds  of 
the  air  and  the  flowers  of  the  field  also 
has  a  place  for  us. 

Dr.  Kraemer  is  former  president  of 
the  Presbyterian  School  of  Christian 
Education,  a  former  moderator  of  the 
General  Assembly  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church  U.S.,  and  pastor  emeritus  of 
First  Presbyterian  Church  of  Char- 
lotte. 
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On  historic  occasion,  church  seeks  new  form 


When  nearly  400  of  us  Presbyterians 
meet  in  Durham,  North  Carolina,  on 
February  29-March  1,  we  were  engag- 
ing in  a  truly  historic  occasion!  I  was 
proud  of  what  we  did  and  how  we  did 
it;  I  was  excited  by  the  ability  of  com- 
missioners and  corresponding  members 
to  express  themselves,  to  disagree  with 
one  another,  and  to  find  compromises 
acceptable  to  the  body. 

In  those  moments  we  were  the  Church 
striving  to  honor  our  various  heritages 
and  traditions  while  we  sought  to  build 
a  new  form  which  would  serve  us  appro- 
priately in  these  days.  All  along  the  way 
one  could  sense  the  joy  involved  in 
building  the  Synod  of  the  Mid- Atlantic, 
as  we  chose  to  call  ourselves. 

As  your  transitional  executive  direc- 
tor, I  am  delighted  to  have  the  oppor- 
tunity to  work  with  you  in  these  days  as 
we  move  through  this  transition  period, 
as  we  move  through  the  fact  of  being 
three  synods  to  the  fact  of  being  one  new 
synod.  In  a  sense  the  title  given  me  is 
tantamount  to  being  an  interim  synod 
executive,  and  it  signals  that  I  am  the 


By 
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only  person  in  the  world  who  is 
automatically  disqualified  from  being 
able  to  seek  the  position  of  synod  exe- 
cutive of  the  Synod  of  the  Mid-Atlantic. 

That  person  will  be  chosen  in  the  fall 
of  this  year,  with  the  anticipation  that 
he  or  she  will  begin  working  near  the 
first  of  1989.  The  task  and  the  excite- 
ment of  the  enterprise  is  not  new  to  me 
since  this  is  the  fifth  time  I  have  served 
the  Church  as  interim  administrator. 

The  current  configuration  of  staff  oc- 
cupies positions  within  executive,  ad- 
ministrative, and  support  functions; 
works  out  of  three  offices  (Baltimore, 
Raleigh,  and  Roanoke);  and  includes  25 


highly  qualified  and  committed  persons. 
The  staffing  design  selected  by  the  new 
synod  will  include  no  more  than  10  per- 
sons. That  transition  will  be  painful,  but 
the  persons  involved  have  committed 
themelves  to  facilitate  a  smooth  and 
creative  transition  from  the  present  to 
the  new  form. 

The  current  configuration  of  elected 
persons  charged  with  administering  and 
overseeing  the  mission  and  ministry  of 
the  synod  includes  numerous  groups 
which  have  given  long  and  hard  service 
and  which  continue  to  meet  and  work 
during  this  transition.  That  number  of 
groups  also  will  be  reduced  to  a  smaller 
number  as  we  move  from  three  synods 
to  one  synod. 

We  have  decided  that  those  new 
groups  will  contain  at  least  25  percent 
of  racial  and  ethnic  minority  persons. 
We  are  also  called  to  have  an  appropri- 
ate balance  of  male  and  female 
members. 

A  very  important  commitment  of  our 
Synod  of  the  Mid-Atlantic  is  that  we  are 
going  to  be  an  inclusive  body.  Ours  is 


a  Church  which  contains  males  and 
females  of  five  racial  and  ethnic  groups: 
Asian,  Black,  Caucasian,  Hispanic,  and 
Native  American.  This  is  exactly  the 
synod  which  can  model  for  the  rest  of 
the  Presbyterian  Church  (U.S.A.)  what 
a  truly  inclusive  church  looks  like  and 
how  it  lives  out  that  commitment. 

Our  inclusiveness  needs  to  reflect  not 
only  our  sex  and  race  but  also  our 
theology  and  our  cultural  understand- 
ings, for  truly  ours  is  a  multi-cultural 
church,  recently  emerging  from  two  de- 
nominations, one  of  which  had  experi- 
enced previous  mergers  with  other  Pres- 
byterian denominations. 

As  we  achieve  the  new  grouping  of 
elected  personnel,  it  may  be  that  some 
folk  who  used  to  serve  will  not  be  in- 
cluded. That  also  will  be  a  part  of  the 
painful  process  of  becoming  the  new 
synod.  The  joy  for  all  of  us  will  be  see- 
ing the  new  synod  come  alive:  living  out 
our  commitment  to  Jesus  the  Christ 
within  the  Synod  of  the  Mid-Atlantic. 
May  God  be  with  us  in  this  exciting 
venture! 


Film  reviewer  alienated 
from  American  society 


In  the  January  issue,  there 
is  a  review  of  the  movie  Wall 
Street  in  which  the  reviewer 
reveals  his  profound  aliena- 
tion from  American  society. 
His  review  concludes  with  the 
sentence:  "Hopefully,  the 
film  will  help  Americans  do 
some  deep  thinking  about 
ethics,  white-collar  crime,  cor- 
porate culture,  and  the  moral 
bankruptcy  behind  today's 
money  society." 

So  American  society  is 
morally  bankrupt,  he  says. 
According  to  the  Marxist- 
Leninists,  who  peddle  this 


—  such  as  UNC-Chapel  Hill 
— and  in  business  journals.  Of 
course  there  have  been  horri- 
ble examples  of  law-breaking, 
such  as  the  Boesky  case,  but 
anyone  who  thinks  such 
things  are  typical  of  American 
business  is  living  with  his  head 
in  a  very  dark  place. 

Of  course,  it  would  be  easy 
for  the  average  movie-goer  or 
TV  viewer  to  get  the  impres- 
sion that  the  "moral  bank- 
ruptcy" lie  is  true.  After  all, 
when  was  the  last  time  you  saw 
a  movie  which  represented 
"big  business"  as  anything 
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line,  the  solution  is  a  revolu- 
tionary transformation  of 
American  society  and  the  ac- 
ceptance of  "world  socia- 
lism" (that  is,  Communism) 
under  the  wise  leadership  of 
the  Soviet  Union.  There  are 
some  in  Christian  churches 
who  would  equate  such  an 
outcome  with  the  coming  of 
the  Kingdom  of  God. 

I  have  news  for  that  re- 
viewer. A  great  deal  of  think- 
ing is  being  done  about  busi- 
ness ethics,  corporate  respon- 
sibility, etc.,  in  this  nation's 
graduate  schools  of  business 


but  corrupt  and  evil?  And,  by 
the  way,  the  CIA,  the  FBI, 
and  the  U.S.  military  are 
almost  always  portrayed  as 
villains,  except  that  military 
officers  are  sometimes  shown 
as  just  bumbling,  incompetent 
clowns. 

The  idea  is  to  promote  the 
even  bigger  lie  that  it  is  the 
U.S.  rather  than  the  Soviets 
which  represents  the  great 
danger  to  world  peace.  It's  a 
good  thing  the  Nazis  never 
had  so  many  sympathizers  in 
the  entertainment  world. 

J.E.  Williams 
Carrboro,  N.C. 


"Mainline'  church  groups 
start  cable  TV  channel 


A  national  religious  cable  tele- 
vison  channel  supported  by 
Catholic  and  "mainline"  Protes- 
tant denominations  and  helped 
by  the  nation's  largest  cable 
televsion  company  will  be  estab- 
lished in  1988.  The  channel  will 
be  called  "VISN." 

The  National  Interfaith  Cable 
Coalition  (NICC),  representing 
Catholic  and  mainline  Protestant 
churches,  formed  the  channel. 
TCI  Cable,  Inc.  of  Denver  en- 
dorsed the  idea  and  is  assisting 
the  channel. 

The  executive  board  of  Pres- 
byterian Media  Mission  (PMM) 
has  set  a  goal  of  $125,000  and 
authorized  a  reserve  account  to 


be  established  to  help  funnel 
Presbyterian  financial  support  to 
the  channel.  PMM  produces  tele- 
vision and  radio  programs  and  is 
supported  by  several  presbyteries 
and  synods. 

Eastminster  Presbytery,  in  the 
Synod  of  the  Covenant,  respond- 
ed immediately  by  providing  a 
$2,000  challenge  gift  to  the 
Presbyterian  NICC  fund  from 
end-of-the-year  monies  for  1987. 
The  Synod  of  the  Trinity  com- 
munication committee  has  en- 
dorsed this  cable  opportunity 
and  Pittsburgh  Presbytery's 
communication  committee  is  in 
the  process  of  responding. 


Confession  of  faith  printed 


An  important  document  for 
the  church  is  printed  in  the  cur- 
rent issue  of  Presbyterian 
Survey,  the  denomination's 
magazine,  while  future  issues  will 
focus  on  education  and  mark  the 
church's  bicentennial. 

The  March  issue,  already  pub- 
lished, has  an  eight-page  special 
insert  containing  the  initial  draft 
of  the  church's  proposed  "Con- 
fession of  Faith."  A  special  com- 


Resources 
available  from 
National  Council 

A  revised  edition  of  Helping 
Churches  Mind  the  Children,  a 
guide  for  church-housed  child 
day-care  programs,  has  been 
published  by  the  National  Coun- 
cil of  Churches.  This  51 -page 
manual  provides  tips  on  how  to 
establish  a  board,  select  staff, 
develop  a  mission  statement  and 
congregational  support,  develop 
legal  policies,  and  share  space 
and  equipment.  Its  resource  sec- 
tion has  been  updated  and 
revised. 

The  guide,  which  was  field- 
tested  before  publication,  is 
designed  for  church-housed 
child-care  directors,  congrega- 
tions, center  and  nursery  boards, 
directors  of  Christian  education, 
early  childhood  specialists,  and 
others  concerned  about  weekday 
programs  for  pre-school 
children. 

Copies  may  be  ordered  at 
$7.50  each  (postage  included) 
from  the  Ecumenical  Child  Care 
Network,  NCC,  Room  572,  475 
Riverside  Drive,  New  York, 
N.Y.  10115-0050. 

Copies  of  the  NCC  "Policy 
Statement  on  Child  Day  Care" 
also  are  available  from  the  NCC 
Ecumenical  Child  Care  Network 
for  $1.00  each. 

Resources  related  to  proposals 
for  welfare  reform  and  on  pover- 
ty issues  are  available  from  the 
National  Council  of  Churches' 
Washington  Office,  110 
Maryland  Ave.  N.E., 
Washington,  D.C.  20002.  A  leg- 
islative packet  on  the  current 
welfare  reform  debate  is  one. 


mittee  of  the  General  Assembly 
has  been  preparing  the 
document. 

"This  is  an  important  docu- 
ment for  all  members  of  our  de- 
nomination to  read,"  the 
magazine  said  in  a  news  release. 
It  encouraged  pastors  to  publi- 
cize the  news  in  bulletins  or 
newsletters. 

The  April  issue  will  feature 
several  articles  on  education. 
They  include  "Presbyterian  Col- 
leges: Quality  and  Adversity," 
by  Roger  Woods;  "Minority 
Education:  Concepts  are  Chang- 
ing," by  Mary  Ida  Gardner; 
"Religion  on  Campus:  Some 
Growth  Needed,"  a  summary  of 
a  questionnaire  sent  to  campus 
pastors;  and  "There's  More 
Gray  Hair  Now  in  Seminaries," 
by  Evelyn  Claxton. 

The  June  issue  of  Presbyterian 
Survey  will  offer  an  expanded 


magazine  to  commemorate  the 
200th  anniversary  of  the  Presby- 
terian Church  (U.S.A.)— more 
than  150  pages  of  feature  arti- 
cles, stories,  and  pictorials  about 
American  Presbyterianism. 

Among  subjects  covered  are 
pioneers  in  the  church,  mis- 
sionaries, and  options  for  the 
future. 

Extra  copies  of  this  issue  will 
be  available,  with  discounted 
prices  for  quantities.  Orders 
should  be  submitted  no  later 
than  May  1  for  prompt  delivery. 

Those  discounts  are  one  to  10 
copies  for  $5  each;  11-25  for 
$4.50;  26-50  for  $4;  51  and  more 
for  $3.50. 

Order  from  Presbyterian 
Survey  351  Ponce  de  Leon  Ave., 
N.E.,  Atlanta,  Ga.  30365. 

Subscriptions  to  the  magazine 
cost  $11  per  year,  for  10  issues. 


FASTER 
SUN PAY 
SERVICES 

£30  AM 
9'.  ?f>  AM 
/f.  3o  AM 


"The  -ninister  see^s  to  have 
aged  a  lot  since  we  say 
h  i'nri  last  Easter  .  .  i" 


START  PLANNING  THE  BEST 
VCS  YOU'VE  EVER  HAD 


Vacation  Church  School  planners  in  all 
kinds  of  churches  got  the  biggest  and 
most  pleasant  surprises  in  their  lives  — 
when  they  were  introduced  to  and  used 
the  exceptional  material  which  we  helped 
provide  them  from  Augsburg.  They  were 
thrilled  by  it.  Here  they  found  large 
stocks  and  fast,  dependable  service. 

Now  . . .  with  the  all- new  material  in 
hand  for  1988,  we  are  prepared  for  an 
even  greater  response.  Orders  come  in 
from  all  over  the  East  Coast,  West  Coast, 
all  over. 

JUST  LOOK 
AT  THESE  RESPONSES 
FROM  PAST  SEASONS 

"Your  material  was  the  best  we  have 
ever  used.  The  children  went  home 
talking  about  what  they  were  learning 
and  arose  the  next  morning  eager  to 
come  —  even  the  boys!!  The  music  was 
just  super.  We  are  so  grateful  for  such 
wonderful  and  creative  writers." 

—VCS  Chairman 

"...  I  was  skeptical  at  first  and  thought 
the  material  might  be  extremist  or  un- 
suitable, but  it  is  great." 

—Presbyterian  minister 

"This  material  is  excellent." 

—Presbyterian  minister, 
Spokane,  Wash. 

"Hurray  for  this  theologically  sound,  re- 
sponsible, enjoyable  curriculum!  Hur- 
ray for  your  promptness  in  sending  out 
materials." 

—Congregational  Church 
New  York  State 

Thanks  again  for  providing  this  great 
material  for  us  and  for  your  usual 
GREAT  service." 

—Missouri 


HUGE  INVENTORY 

Outlook  Book  Service  is  the 
largest  dealer  of  Augsburg  Vaca- 
tion Bible  School  material  in  the 
U.S.A.  You  can  be  .sure  of  getting 
your  material  in  time  for  early 
planning  sessions. 

SHIPPING  POINTS 

Five  possible  shipping  points, 
which  we  select:  Virginia,  Califor- 
nia. Minnesota,  Ohio,  Texas  (just 
tell  us  your  planning  and  school 
dates  —  we'll  have  it  there!  I. 

SAME  DAY 
SHIPPING  SERVICE 

When  you  need  extra  speed,  call 
us  before  12  o'clock  noon  and  we'll 
get  your  delivery  on  the  UPS  truck 
that  very  same  da  v. 


"We  very  much  appreciate  your  prompt 
service  ...  all  of  our  leaders  are  en- 
thusiastic, and  I  have  found  your  di- 
rector's book  to  be  especially  helpful, 
as  this  is  my  first  year  in  this  position." 

—Director 

"Fantastic  material  —  but  appreciate 
YOUR  fast  service  most." 

— Director 


More  than  4,257  churches  —  from 
Maine  to  Oregon,  from  California  to 
Florida  —  have  used  our  Augsburg  VCS 
materials  and  fast  service. 

Here  are  our  customers,  by  denomina- 
tion, listed  according  to  number  ordering: 
Presbyterian,  United  Methodist,  Episco- 
pal, UCC,  Disciples,  Lutheran,  Baptist, 
Reformed,  Catholic,  Misc. 

Suggestions  for  promotion  with  bulletin 
inserts,  mailers,  posters  and  the  personal 
touch  are  in  the  kit. 

WE  LEARNED  about  this  fine  materi- 
al from  an  experienced  DCE  who  was 
serving  a  presbytery  in  leadership  train- 
ing events  for  several  churches.  She 
wanted  something  that  would  avoid  the 
usual  repetitions  and  duplications  (chil- 
dren facing  the  same  monotony  year  after 


year).  When  we  got  available  samples, 
she  liked  this,  we  liked  it,  and  the  thing 
began  to  spread.  So  here  we  go  again. 
Early! 

Every  church  will  want  an  examination 
kit,  but  time  is  of  the  essence  because 
plans  must  be  made  and  enough  material 
must  be  on  hand  before  the  starting  date 
(otherwise,  there  are  big  problems). 

This  great  material  can  make  the  dif- 
ference between  a  monotonous,  slipshod 
school  where  nobody  is  very  happy  and 
one  where  there  is  excitement  and  en- 
thusiasm. We  don't  want  your  church  to 
miss  it  THIS  YEAR  —  or  any  year.  But 
let  us  hear  now. 

Your  1988  examination  kit  is  ready  and 
waiting.  Just  say  the  word. 


A  JOY  TO  TEACH, 
AND  TO  LEARN! 


Jesus 


Loves  Me 


Such  a  joyous  theme,  Jesus  Loves  Me,  calls 
for  materials  that  make  teaching  a  pleasure, 
and  activities  that  make  students  eager 
to  learn. 

Augsburg's  1988  VBS  does  just  that. 
It  creatively  explores  the  many  facets  of 
God's  love  as  expressed  in  Jesus  Christ. 
A  love  that  reaches  out  to  us  today,  and  then 
flows  through  us  to  others. 

"  .  the  best  and  most  complete  we've  ever 

used"  VBS  Directors  (Ohio) 

.  Teachers  and  (students)  enjoyed  the 
program  to  the  fullest" 

Director  of  Religious  Education  ( Maryland) 


l-School 
Shepherd's  Love  Center. 


Only  $26.95  ($67.00  retail  value). 
Contains:  40-page  Series  Planning  Guide, 
orientation  cassette,  teacher  guide  and  stu 
dent  pak  or  book  for  each  age  level,  adult 
study  book,  song  book,  Family  Devotion 
Folder,  and  supplemental  items. 


Please  send  me  one  Examination  Kit  (code  16-8801) 
("  $26.95  (limit:  one  kit  per  congregation).  Please 
add  $2.00  for  postage  on  cash  orders. 

Ship  in  


Addres 
City_ 


.Zip. 


Suld  ill 


Address  _ 
Citv  


_Z.p_ 


Outlook  Book  Service 

PO.  Box  C-32071 
Richmond,  Virginia  23261-2071 

Widely  used  by  Presbyterian  churches 
from  coast  to  coast  through  Outlook 
Book  Service.  Five  possible  ship 
ping  points  which  we  select 
Fast  and  dependable 
service. 

Call  toll-free  1-800 
446-6008.  In  VA  call 
804-359-8442 
collect. 


Rouses  honored  for 
work  with  senior  highs 
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Ron  and  Bett  Rouse  were 
honored  for  their  work  in  the 
presbytery  as  lead  advisors  to  the 
Senior  High  Youth  Council  at 
the  January  meeting  of  Albe- 
marle Presbytery.  The  Rouses 
have  served  in  this  capacity  since 
April  4,  1981,  and  have  led  the 
presbytery's  senior-high  youth 
ministry  work  through  many 
changes  and  to  a  vital  position  in 
the  program  of  our  presbytery. 

The  Rouses  were  commended 
for  their  "dedication,  their  love, 


their  patience  and  perseverance, 
the  foundation  on  which  this 
work  [the  Youth  Council's]  has 
been  built."  The  Christian  Edu- 
cation Committee  and  the  Youth 
Council  presented  the  Rouses 
with  a  scrapbook  of  their  work 
and  awarded  them  a  trip  to  the 
Montreat  Conference  of  their 
choice  with  "no  senior  highs 
attached." 

Ron  and  Bett  Rouse  are  mem- 
bers of  the  First  Church  in 
Kinston,  N.C. 


How  people  can 
help  with  projects 


At  the  November  meeting  of 
the  Presbyterian  Hunger  Pro- 
gram Committee,  Ruth  Brewer, 
hunger-action  enabler  for  Albe- 
marle Presbytery,  was  approved 
as  one  of  40  recipients  of  a  $500 
Lifestyle  Seed  Grant. 

What  is  a  Lifestyle  Seed 
Grant?  First,  it  is  "seed"  money. 
This  money  is  to  be  used  to  get 
a  project  started.  The  money  is 
to  be  "planted"  and  nurtured  to 
grow  and  multiply. 

Secondly,  it  is  for  a  lifestyle 
project.  Not  to  be  used  for  food 
pantries  or  other  direct  relief  pro- 
grams, "the  project  should  assist 
individuals  and/or  groups  to 
move  toward  a  lifestyle  consis- 
tent with  Christian  discipleship. 
The  program  should  be  con- 
cerned about  the  earth's  limited 
resources,  promote  concern  for 
the  critical  needs  of  more  than 
half  the  world's  population,  fa- 
cilitate the  integration  of  faith 
and  practice  and  contribute  to 
the  just  distribution  of  personal 
and  corporate  resources." 

These  funds  are  available  for 
use  in  Albemarle  and  upper  Cape 
Fear  Presbyteries.  Do  you  have 
any  ideas  of  how  we  could  make 
this  $500  "grow"  into  help  and 
assistance  for  those  in  need? 
Send  your  suggestions  to  Ruth 
Brewer  c/o  Albermarle  Presby- 
tery, P.O.  Box  35,  Greenville, 
N.C.  27834. 

Want  free  advertisement  for 
your  business?  Donate  balloons, 
pencils,  pens,  refrigerator 
magnets,  sponges,  rulers,  key 
rings,  bumper  stickers,  or  any 
other  such  item  with  your 
business  name  or  logo  to  Camp 
Albemarle  to  be  used  during 
its  carnival.  Remember  there  will 
be  over  600  campers  there  this 


summer.  If  interested,  contact 
Michelle  (Mike)  Burcher  at 
752-7156  or  c/o  Albemarle  Pres- 
bytery, P.O.  Box  35,  Greenville, 
N.C. 

The  Senior  Highs  are  in  the 
process  of  planning  a  trip  to 
Washington,  D.C.  When  most 
of  us  think  of  our  nation's 
capital,  we  think  of  museums, 
government,  monuments,  and 
many  other  things  to  see  and  do. 

The  senior  highs  may  be  think- 
ing of  the  same  things,  but  their 
purpose  in  going  to  Washington 
is  completely  different.  This 
summer,  senior  highs  from 
across  Albermarle  Presbytery 
will  journey  to  Washington  to 
help  the  homeless. 

They  will  be  working  in  soup 
kitchens  and  in  food  pantries  and 
clothing  closets  dispensing  need- 
ed items  to  the  less  fortunate.  It 
will  certainly  prove  to  be  an 
educational  experience  for  those 
participating  in  this  work 
experience. 

Interested  in  going?  For  more 
information,  contact  Ron  and 
Bett  Rouse  c/o  First  Presbyterian 
Church,  Kinston,  N.C. 

There  are  more  than  1,000 
Presbyterian  students  at  ECU 
who  would  appreciate  knowing 
that  we  care  about  them.  How? 
By  helping  to  make  exam  sur- 
vival kits. 

What  is  an  exam  survival  kit? 
It  is  really  a  goody  bag  contain- 
ing a  tea  bag,  pen,  pencil,  candy 
bar,  gum,  hard  candy,  note  pads, 
or  any  other  nonperishable 
goods  that  would  help  these  kids 
"survive"  exams.  If  your  church 
has  not  been  contacted  about 
making  some,  please  contact 
Michelle  (Mike)  Burcher  at 
752-7156. 


Older  adult  conference  scheduled  for  April 


The  Older  Adult  Leadership 
Conference  will  take  place  May 
16-20  at  Montreat  Conference 
Center.  There  will  be  11 
workshops. 


For  information,  contact  the 
Conference  Center  at  P.O.  Box 
969,  Montreat,  N.C.  28757 
(704-669-2911). 


Presbytery  Calendar 

APRIL 

3  Easter 

4  Presbytery  office  closed 

5  Committee  on  Ministry 

6-7  Board  of  Pensions,  Atlanta  Ga. 
7  Evangelism  and  Church  Development  Committee 

Christian  Education  Committee 
1 1  Presbytery  Council 
13  Mailing  of  prepresbytery  packets 

26  Presbytery  meeting,  Second  Presbyterian  Church, 
Rocky  Mount 

27  Staff  meeting 

MAY 

5  Committee  on  Ministry 
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Bible  and  peacemaking  is 
focus  of  presbytery  workshop 


Fifteen  people  from  Albemarle 
Presbytery  attended  a  workshop 
Saturday,  February  27,  at  Foun- 
tain Church  entitled  "The  Bi- 
blical Basis  for  Peacemaking." 
The  workshop  was  sponsored  by 
the  Peacemaking  Subcommittee 
of  the  Specialized  Ministries 
Committee  of  Albemarle  Presby- 
tery. Jim  Watkins,  associate 
director  of  the  Presbyterian 
Peacemaking  Program,  PCUSA, 
in  Atlanta  led  the  group  through 
a  self -developed  agenda  drawing 
the  issues  and  concerns  of  the  in- 
dividuals into  the  program  for 
definition  and  discussion. 

The  Bible  study  focused  on 
Luke  10:25-37,  "The  Good  Sa- 
maritan." Although  the  story 
makes  no  overt  mention  of 
peacemaking,  the  definition  of  a 
peacemaker  could  strongly  be 
drawn  from  the  story.  Through 
the  Bible  verses  and  sharing  of 
themselves  in  roles  of  the  wound- 
ed, the  Levite,  and  the  Samar- 
itan, participants  learned  peace  is 
not  an  issue  to  be  discussed  but 
a  gift  of  God.  Peacemaking  is  a 
way  of  looking  at  the  world 
through  the  eyes  of  Christ. 
Peacemakers  are  those  who  point 
to  and  become  part  of  God's  giv- 
ing of  wholeness. 

After  discussing  peacemaking, 
it  was  important  to  define  the 
enemy.  Discussion  grew  from 
Matthew  5:43-48,  "Love  your 
enemy."  Watkins  helped  to  de- 
fine and  identify  who  our  ene- 


New  curricula 
explored 

On  February  26-28  educa- 
tional advocates  met  in  Char- 
lotte, N.C,  to  see  the  new 
curricula  Celebrate  and  Bible 
Discovery  and  to  explore 
Presbyterian  and  Reformed 
Educational  Ministry,  of 
which  the  curricula  are  a  part. 

It  was  an  exciting  weekend 
as  participants  discussed  what 
it  means  to  be  Christian  and 
Presbyterian  in  the  last  decade 
of  the  twentieth  century.  "We 
realized  that  our  churches 
come  in  all  sizes,  are  found  in 
a  variety  of  settings,  and 
minister  to  many  different 
people,"  said  one  participant. 

Presbyterian  Reformed 
Educational  Ministry  speaks 
to  the  whole  life  of  the 
church:  worship,  education, 
and  mission.  The  ministers  in 
this  presbytery  have  already 
received  the  Pastor's  Note- 
book, which  recognizes  the 
importance  of  the  minister  in 
the  educational  work  of  the 
church.  Also,  Patsy  Verreault 
has  the  introductory  kits  for 
Celebrate  and  Bible  Discovery 
and  will  be  happy  to  talk  to 
any  church  in  Albemarle  Pres- 
bytery. Patsy  is  the  resource 
coordinator  for  Albemarle 
Presbytery. 


Story  ideas? 

Do  you  know  of  exciting  work 
going  on  in  Albemarle  Presby- 
tery? Articles  and  photos  may  be 
submitted  to  Sylvia  Goodnight, 
Route  16,  Box  150,  Greenville, 
N.C.  27858,  756-3991. 


Jim  Watkins,  associate  director  of  the  Presbyterian  Peacemak- 
ing Program. 


mies  are.  To  emphasize  points 
Watkins  shared  stories  from  his 
past  experiences  and  also 
through  photographs  and  slides 
from  his  travels  to  the  USSR  and 
Central  America.  Listening  to 
and  understanding  your  enemy 
was  determined  crucial  in  solving 
conflict  with  any  "enemy" 
whether  they  be  family  or  other 
nations. 

The  final  discussion  on  Justice 
issues  was  drawn  from  Jeremiah 
22:13-17,  Luke  4: 16-30,  Leviticus 
25:1-24,  and  Matthew  25:31-46. 

Many  resources  were  made 
available  to  participants,  in- 


cluding the  studies  "Light  in  the 
Darkness:  Peacemaking  in  the 
Gospel  of  John,"  "Peacemaking 
in  Genesis:  God's  Peacemaking 
and  Human  Peacemaking,"  and 
"Violence:  A  Study  for  Presby- 
terian Congregations."  Another 
resource  available  was  "Com- 
mitment to  Peacemaking." 

The  Peacemaking  Subcommit- 
tee in  Albemarle  Presbytery  is  in- 
terested in  your  ideas  and  ques- 
tions regarding  peacemaking  ef- 
forts in  your  church  or  in  pres- 
bytery. Please  contact  Genie 
Ford,  Box  456,  Fountain,  N.C. 
27829,  or  call  (919)  749-2321. 


Music  is  topic  of  jr. -high  event 


Plans  are  underway  for  a 
junior-high  gathering  to  be  held 
in  May.  The  topic  will  be  music. 
Beginning  at  10:00  a.m.  at  First 
Chruch,  Goldsboro,  participants 
will  take  part  in  workshops  and 
discussion  groups  dealing  with 
different  aspects  of  music  such  as 
today's  music  and  Christian 


music. 

The  day-long  event  will  end 
with  a  dance  for  everyone  to  en- 
joy. Supper  will  be  provided. 

Registration  forms  are  avail- 
able through  your  pastor  or 
youth  leader.  For  more  informa- 
tion, please  contact  Jodi  Gutten- 
burg,  First  Church,  Kinston. 


Volunteers  sought  for 
summer  camp  counselors 


How  would  you  like  to  spend 
a  week  on  the  sound  during  the 
summer  free  of  charge  (meals  in- 
cluded)? That  is  one  benefit  of 
serving  as  a  counselor  at  Camp 
Albemarle  this  summer.  The  re- 
quirements are  few.  You  must 
have  completed  11th  grade,  be 
enthusiastic,  like  kids,  like  being 
near  the  water,  and  most  of  all 
like  to  have  fun. 

Besides  the  economical  side, 
the  benefits  are  many.  You  get  to 
make  new  friends,  swim,  sail, 
sun,  relax,  and  recreate.  But  the 
most  important  benefit  is  the 


significant  impact  that  you  have 
on  the  lives  of  this  younger 
generation. 

If  you  are  interested  in  learn- 
ing more  about  Camp  Albemarle 
there  is  now  a  slide  show 
available  for  churches  to  view. 
Contact  camp  director  Michelle 
Burcher  (756-7156)  for  schedul- 
ing times  for  the  show. 

Please  act  now  and  fill  out  the 
coupon  below  and  mail  to  Mike 
Burcher,  P.O.  Box  35,  Greenville 
27835  for  your  chance  to  be  a 
part  of  Camp  Albemarle  this 
summer. 


Name 


Address 
City   


Phone 


Age 


Dates  available  (between  June  19  and  August  13) 


Age  children  you  prefer  to  work  with 
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Taiwanese  share 
their  faith,  gifts 


The  words  of  institution  to  the 
Lord's  Supper  at  the  presbytery 
meeting  were  spoken,  but  this 
time  they  were  spoken  in  Man- 
darin Chinese. 

There  was  no  translation  but 
all  knew  what  the  Rev.  Der-Fu 
Chan,  moderator  of  the  Presby- 
tery of  Hsinchu,  was  saying.  In 
that  moment  the  presbytery  was 
made  aware  that  while  our  na- 
tions may  be  miles  apart  and  our 
cultures  entirely  different,  yet  we 
are  one  in  faith  in  our  Lord  Jesus 
Christ. 

The  Taiwanese  presented  the 
Presbytery  of  Concord  with  two 
gifts.  One  was  a  carving  of  an  old 
man  from  the  root  of  the  bam- 
boo plant.  The  other  was  a  carv- 


ing of  a  man  and  wife  with  fat 
cheeks.  "This  is  a  symbol  of  hap- 
piness," said  Chan.  "We  wish 
you  much  joy  and  fulfillment  in 
your  life." 

In  addition,  each  woman  at 
the  meeting  received  a  butterfly 
broach.  The  butterfly,  of  which 
there  are  many  in  Taiwan,  is  a 
symbol  of  the  resurrection.  All 
received  a  small  pin  in  the  shape 
of  a  heart  with  the  seals  of  each 
Presbyterian  church  symbolizing 
our  partnership  in  love. 

After  the  presbytery  meeting 
the  Taiwanese  began  to  visit 
various  churches  sharing  the 
meaning  of  their  faith  in  Jesus 
Christ.  Below  are  some  pictures 
depicting  their  stay. 


The  Rev.  Der-Fu  Chan  presents  one  of  the  gifts  to  the  Presbytery 
of  Concord.  Also  pictured  is  the  Rev.  Abraham  Ho,  translator. 


After  welcoming  words  at  the  meeting  of  the  Presbytery  of  Con- 
cord, our  Taiwanese  friends  sang  a  hymn  and  a  folk  song  for 
the  presbytery.  Many  remarked  how  they  would  like  for  them 
to  be  in  their  choir.  Pictured  above  are  the  Rev.  Feng-Seng  Yeh, 
evangelist  of  Lung-Tan  Presbyterian  Church:  Rev.  Der-Fu  Chan, 
moderator  of  the  Presbytery  of  Hsinchu;  Mrs.  Hsu  Hui-Mei 
Chen,  clerk  of  the  Synod  Women's  Department;  Mrs.  Yue-Hua 
Chen,  leader  of  the  Women's  Department  of  General  Assembly; 
the  Rev.  Chien  Di  Hung,  campus  pastor  at  Hsinchu  Christian 
Center;  and  Mrs.  Sun  Tzu  Ya  Hung,  assistant  in  the  Hsinchu 
Student  Center  and  history  instructor. 


One  stop  on  their  tour  of  the  Presbytery  of  Concord  was  at  the 

Dellabrook  Presbyterian  Church  in  Winston-Salem.  Here  our 
•»ds  are  shown  with  various  members  of  the  church  who 
pre  ;  ^ious  lunch  and  shared  with  them  under  the  direc- 

tor Rudy  Boone  music  of  the  faith. 
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Presbyterian  minister  wins  Lenoir 
award  for  community  leadership 


Dr.  Richard  L.  Morgan,  pas- 
tor of  the  Fairview  Presbyterian 
Church  in  Lenoir,  was  given  the 
L.A.  Dysart  Award  on  January 
26.  The  award  is  named  after 
L.A.  Dysart,  a  banker  at  First 
Union  in  Lenoir  and  a  humani- 
tarian. The  award  stresses  hu- 
manitarianism  and  community 
involvement. 

Morgan  received  the  award  as 
a  reult  of  his  work  with  the  elder- 
ly. He  has  worked  with  the 
Caldwell  Senior  Center  and  is 
chaplain  at  the  nursing  home.  He 

Hcphzibah 
pastor  dies 

The  Rev.  James  Cannon,  pas- 
tor of  the  Hephzibah  Presbyter- 
ian Church,  died  suddenly  of  a 
heart  attack  on  February  20.  He 
was  57. 

Cannon  had  come  to  the  Pres- 
bytery of  Concord  in  June  1985 
from  Charleston  Presbytery, 
where  he  served  as  the  pastor  of 
First  Presbyterian  Church, 
Monks  Corner,  S.C. 

He  was  an  effective  member  of 
the  Nurture  Committee  for  the 
presbytery  and  was  instrumental 
in  developing  a  cluster  event  on 
family  living  for  several  churches 
in  Cleveland  and  Gaston 
County. 

To  his  wife,  Grace,  and  to 
their  grown  children  the 
Presbytery  of  Concord  offers 
our  deepest  sympathy. 

Historic  tour 
of  churches 
announced 

An  historic  tour  of  churches  in 
the  Presbytery  of  Concord  has 
been  planned  by  the  Bicentennial 
Committee  of  the  presbytery,  as 
part  of  the  celebration  of  the 
200th  Anniversary  of  the 
Presbyterian  Church  (U.S.A.) 

The  tour  will  be  of  those  chur- 
ches who  are  200  years  old  or 
older  by  1989.  The  churches  will 
be  open  from  10:00  a.m.  to  3:00 
p.m.  Every  half  hour  a  short 
history  of  the  church  will  be 
given.  People  will  then  be  free  to 
tour  the  grounds.  The  dates  of 
the  tour  and  the  churches  that 
will  be  opened  on  each  of  those 
dates  is  as  follows: 

April  16,  1988;  Shiloh,  Long 
Creek,  Brittain,  Quaker 
Meadows. 

May  7,  1988;  Mocksville, 
Bethany,  Thyatira,  Third  Creek, 
Unity  (Woodleaf),  Concord 
(Statesville). 

May  21,  1988;  Statesville, 
First,  Rocky  River,  Poplar  Tent, 
Unity  (Denver),  Centre. 

A  historic  booklet  is  being 
prepared  with  a  short  history  of 
each  church  along  with  a  map 
giving  directions  to  the  church. 
One  booklet  will  be  sent  to  each 
congregation  and  other  booklets 
will  be  available  at  the  various 
churches. 


Dr.  Richard  L.  Morgan 

was  instrumental  in  establishing 
the  TOTES  ministry  (Taking 


Ourselves  to  Elderly  Shut-ins). 
This  ministry  is  one  in  which 
elderly  minister  to  other  elderly 
people. 

"What  made  this  award  mean- 
ingful to  me,"  said  Morgan, 
"was  the  commitment  that  the 
Presbyterian  Church  made  to  the 
community.  The  church  showed 
that  Presbyterian  clergy  should 
be  the  cutting  edge  of  community 
concerns.  My  work  with  the 
Lenoir  Soup  Kitchen,  Yokefel- 
low, Hospice,  and  Komonia  also 
entered  into  the  selection." 


Presbytery  A  Women  to 
gather  in  Swannonoa 


Presbyterian  Women  (PW)  of 
Presbytery  A  will  hold  their  first 
annual  meeting  on  Saturday, 
April  23,  at  10:00  a.m.  at  War- 
ren Wilson  Presbyterian  Church, 
Swannonoa,  N.C.  Registration 
will  begin  at  9:00  a.m. 

"We  are  pleased  to  have  as 
our  guest  for  this  meeting  the 
Rev.  Dr.  Hugh  Eichelberger, 
who  will  be  our  keynote  speaker; 
the  Rev.  Dr.  Tyrone  Burkette, 
associate  in  synod's  office  and 
soon-to-be  president  of  Barber- 
Scotia  College;  the  Rev.  Beth 
Ann  Miller  from  Morganton, 
First  Church;  and  the  Rev. 
Charles  S.  Moore,  presbytery  ex- 
ecutive from  Asheville  Presby- 


tery," said  Dottie  Tharpe, 
Women  of  the  Church  president 
of  Concord  Presbytery. 

Burkette  will  install  the  coor- 
dinating team  and  Ms.  Miller  will 
lead  the  communion  service. 

"The  only  business  to  be  con- 
ducted at  this  meeting  will  be  ap- 
proval of  the  constitution, 
bylaws,  budget,  and  election  and 
installation  of  the  first  Coor- 
dinating Team  for  Presbyterian 
Women  in  Presbytery  'A,'  "  said 
Ms.  Tharpe.  "The  remainder  of 
our  time  together  will  be  spent  in 
worship,  fellowship,  and  celebra- 
tion of  the  Lord's  Supper  to- 
gether." 


Presbytery  B  Women  to 
gather  at  Grace 


Thelma  Davidson  Adair, 
former  moderator  of  the  United 
Presbyterian  Church,  will  speak 
to  the  Presbyterian  Women  of 
Presbytery  B  at  their  first  annual 
gathering  on  April  30,  to  be  held 
at  Grace  Presbyterian  Church. 
The  program  will  also  include  the 
celebration  of  the  Lord's  Supper 
led  by  the  Rev.  Caroline  Gour- 
ley,  associate  presbyter  of  the 
former  Presbytery  of  Concord, 
and  the  Rev.  Cynthia  Higgins, 
associate  minister  of  the  Star- 
mount  Church  in  Greensboro. 

A  slate  of  officers  for  the  new 
coordinating  team  is  to  be  pre- 
sented by  the  Transition  Com- 
mittee. Mrs.  Silas  Vaughn, 
moderator  of  the  Assembly 
Committee  on  Women,  will  lead 


the  installation  service.  Mrs.  W. 
Carl  Monroe  and  Mrs.  Catrellia 
H.  Hunter  of  Cleveland  will 
preside  over  the  business  session 
as  co-moderators  of  the  Transi- 
tion Committee  for  Women  of 
Presbytery  B. 

A  special  feature  of  the  day 
will  be  the  gathering  at  9:30  in 
the  fellowship  hall  when  in- 
troductions are  to  be  made  and 
opportunity  to  be  given  for 
greeting  new  friends  in  small 
groups.  Members  of  the  Transi- 
tion Committee,  under  the  direc- 
tion of  Mrs.  John  McClure  of 
Mooresville,  will  greet  the 
women  on  arrival  and  the  gather- 
ing is  planned  to  be  concluded  by 
12:00  p.m. 


Calendar 

April  1 

Good  Friday 

14 

Annuities  and  Relief 

16 

9:30  Spiritual  Renewal  and  Growth  Retreat 

18 

OCM  5:00 

18-19 

D.  Min.  classes 

22-24 

Youth  Spring  Rally 

May  10 

A  &  R  area  meeting,  Valdese 

16 

OCM  5:00  pm 

16-17 

D.  Min.  classes 

17 

A  &  R  area  meetings,  Highland 

Former  Winston-Salem  Presbytery  exec  Smith  dies 


An  executive  of  the  old 
Winston-Salem  Presbytery,  the 
Rev.  John  Robert  Smith,  died  on 
March  in  Big  Canoe,  Georgia. 
Smith,  78,  was  executive  from 


1957  to  1962.  The  presbytery  was 
one  of  the  antecedents  of  Con- 
cord Presbytery. 

He  was  a  graduate  of  David- 
son College,  Union  Seminary  in 


Virginia,  and  Austin  Seminary. 

Surviving  are  his  wife,  Ethel, 
and  two  daughters. 

Smith  also  held  pastorates  in 
Mississippi  and  Texas. 
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Old  Bluff  Church 


Old  Bluff  was  first 
church  in  presbytery 


Old  Bluff  Church  is  the  oldest 
church  in  Fayetteville 
Presbytery.  Old  Bluff's  first 
pastor  was  the  Rev.  James 
Campbell,  who  came  to  North 
Carolina  in  1756.  Longstreet, 
Bluff,  and  Barbeque  Churches, 
the  first  three  churches  in 
Fayetteville  Presbytery,  con- 


tracted with  Campbell  in  1758  to 
be  their  regular  minister  for  "100 
pounds  a  year  in  good  and  lawful 
money  of  North  Carolina  [about 
$500]." 

(The  above  historical  informa- 
tion was  furnished  by  the  Rev. 
James  MacKenzie.) 


odBe.orn,edEd 


Designs  for  Advocates  in  Educational  Ministry 
1988 


Muncic  called 
as  associate  at 
1st,  Fayetteville 


Training  meetings  for 
new  curricula  held 


Cameron  buys  new  organ 


Two  separate  training  events 
have  been  held  for  the  designated 
advocates  of  Fayetteville  Presby- 
tery for  the  new  educational  cur- 
ricula. The  second  event  was  held 
March  8  for  the  25  persons  who 
will  introduce  the  churches  to  the 
new  Presbyterian  and  Reformed 
materials.  At  this  event,  advocates 
participated  in  hands-on  experi- 
ences with  all  levels  of  this  new 
material. 

During  the  months  of  March, 


Walter  Ross  at  the  digital  keyboard 


Walter  Ross,  organist  and 
choirmaster  at  the  West  Raleigh 
Church,  gave  a  dedication  recital 
January  17,  at  Cameron  Church 
on  its  new  Allen  Digital  Com- 
puter Organ,  purchased  with 


help  from  Fayetteville 
Presbytery's  Mission  80  Loan 
Fund. 

For  more  information  on  this 
fund,  contact  presbytery  office. 


New  presbytery 
assembly  set 

The  first  assembly  repre- 
sented by  persons  from  the 
presbyteries  of  Yadkin,  Cape 
Fear,  Fayetteville,  and  Wil- 
mington will  be  held  on  March 
24  at  First  Church  in  Fayette- 
ville. 


Men's  spring  rally  set  for  April 


The  Men  of  the  Church  of 
Fayetteville  Presbytery  are  set  to 
meet  on  Sunday,  April  24,  at 
Bethesda  Church  in  Aberdeen. 

The  program  will  consist  of  a 


speaker  from  the  General 
Assembly  Men's  Division. 

Persons  from  Cape  Fear,  Wil- 
mington and  Yadkin  Presbyter- 
ies have  been  invited  to  this 


Calendar  of  events 

(All  meetings  scheduled  at  the  Presbytery  Center  unless  otherwise 

noted): 

APRIL: 

1  and  4 

Closed  for  Easter  holidays 

19 

12:30  p.m. 

Church  educators 

21-23 

Candidates  Consultation: 

Sheraton  Crabtree,  Raleigh 

24 

Men  of  the  Church  Rally: 

Bethesda  Church,  Aberdeen 

6:00  p.m.  Dinner 

6:45  p.m.  Program 

MAY: 

5 

1:00  p.m. 

Committee  on  Ministry 

15 

3-5  p.m. 

Camp  Monroe  Open  House: 

Camp  Monroe 

16 

Division  of  Women:  Place 

to  be  announced 

17 

5:00  p.m. 

Division  of  Care  and  Over- 

sight of  Churches 

23 

5:00  p.m. 

Division  of  Education 

26 

5:00  p.m. 

Division  of  Corporate  Mis- 

sion 

LOOKING  AHEAD: 

June  6-14 

General  Assembly:  St.  Louis 

June  23: 

9:30  a.m. 

Presbytery  of  Fayetteville: 

Laurinburg  Church 

meeting.  Some  churches  from 
these  presbyteries  along  with 
churches  from  Fayetteville  will 
constitute  the  new  Presbytery 
"D." 

For  more  information,  con- 
tact: Joe  Thomasson  at  (919) 
484-8035. 

Presbyterian 
publisher  named 

Robert  D.  Mclntyre  has  been 
named  publisher  of  the  Presbyter- 
ian Publishing  House,  which  will 
include  publishing  operations  of 
the  two  old  denominations.  Those 
operations  include  two  publishing 
houses,  the  Westminster  Press  and 
John  Knox  Press. 

Mclntyre  has  been  publisher  and 
chief  operating  officer  of  the 
Westminster  Press  since  1979.  Pre- 
viously he  was  vice-president  for 
sales  and  general  manager  of  the 
trade  division  of  J.B.  Lippincott 
Company  in  Philadelphia  for  13 
years.  He  will  oversee  the  restruc- 
turing, staffing,  product  planning, 
and  relocation  of  all  publications 
services,  including  PCUSA  curric- 
ulum products. 

The  two  publishing  houses  will 
remain  in  their  present  locations, 
the  Westminster  Press  in  Philadel- 
phia and  John  Knox  Press  in 
Atlanta,  until  mid-1989,  when  the 
operations  will  move  to  Louisville, 
Ky. 


April,  and  May,  the  advocates  will 
visit  each  church  in  Fayetteville 
Presbytery  and  talk  with  pastors 
and  Christian  education  leaders 
about  the  special  qualities  in  this 
new  set  of  materials. 

There  are  two  new  curricula  for 
Presbyterian  and  Reformed  chur- 
ches, Discovery  and  Celebrate. 
They  will  be  available  for  use  in 
churches  next  September.  Both  are 
especially  geared  toward  small 
churches  but  are  suitable  for  large 
ones  as  well. 


Rev.  Donald  R.  Muncie,  III 

The  Rev.  Donald  R.  Muncie  II 
has  been  installed  as  the  associate 
pastor  of  First  Church  in  Fayet- 
teville. Muncie,  a  graduate  of 
Randolph-Macon  College  in 
Ashland,  Va.,  received  the  Master 
of  Divinity  degree  from  Gordon- 
Conwell  Theological  Seminary. 

Muncie's  wife,  Kathryn,  is  the 
former  editor  of  the  Albemarle 
Presbytery  page  in  The 
Presbyterian  News. 

Before  coming  to  Fayetteville, 
Muncie  was  the  pastor  of  the 
Frank  Price  Memorial  Church  in 
Black  Creek,  N.C. 


CAMP  MONROE  SUNDAY 

FAYETTEVILLE  PRESBYTERY 

PRESBYTERIAN  CHURCH  (USA) 


Camp  Monroe  is  located  on  approximately  200  wooded  acres 
eight  miles  from  Laurinburg,  N.C. 

Camp  Monroe  provides  year-round  conference  opportunities 
for  the  entire  church  family.  Picnics.  Retreats.  Workshops.  Of- 
ficer training.  Many  more. 

Contact  the  presbytery  office  for  more  information  on  this 
facility. 


Summer  camp  schedule 

Day  Camp:  June  19-25 

Session  I:  June  19-25 

Session  II:  July  3-9 

Session  III:  July  17-23 

Session  IV:  July  24-30 

Session  V:  July  31 -August  6 

Session  VI:  August  7-13 

Adventure  Camps: 

Adventure  I:  June  26- July  9 

Adventure  II:  

Adventure  III:  July  24 
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James  B.  Lambeth 
new  minister  at  East 


East  Presbyterian  Church  has 
called  as  its  pastor  the  Rev. 
James  B.  Lambeth.  Jim  is 
originally  from  Raleigh  and  at- 
tended N.C.  State  University, 
graduating  with  a  degree  in 
economics  in  1967.  After  14 
years  with  the  Comptroller  of  the 
Currency,  a  branch  of  the  U.S. 
Treasury  Department,  he  left  the 
government  and  attended  Union 
Theological  Seminary  in  Virginia 
graduating  in  1983.  His  first 
pastorate  was  in  Wilmington 
Presbytery  at  Westminster 
Presbyterian  Church  in  White- 
ville,  N.C. 

Jim  has  been  active  in  hunger 
concerns  both  in  his  former 
presbytery  and  in  the  former 
Synod  of  North  Carolina.  He  is 
currently  chair  of  the  Joint 
Synod  Hunger  Committee  of  the 
old  Synod  of  North  Carolina  and 
the  Synod  of  the  Piedmont.  He 
also  serves  as  chair  of  the  Caring 
Program  for  Children,  a  joint  ef- 
fort of  the  N.C.  Council  of 
Churches  and  Blue  Cross/Blue 


James  B.  Lambeth 

Shield  of  North  Carolina  to  pro- 
vide health-care  insurance  for 
children  of  unemployed  and 
underemployed  families  in  the 
state. 

Jim  and  his  wife,  Mary,  have 
three  children:  Shari,  a  sopho- 
more at  N.C.  State;  Tyler,  a 
junior  in  high  school;  and  Kevin, 
a  freshman  in  high  school. 


Sharon,  Steele  Creek 
call  new  educators 


Dottie  Metropol  is  the  new 
educator  at  Sharon  Church.  She 
is  a  graduate  of  Winthrop  Col- 
lege and  has  her  M.A.  from 
PSCE.  She  has  recently  served  the 
Fourth  Presbyterian  Church  in 
Greenville,  S.C. 

Dottie  is  an  experienced 
workshop  leader  and  curriculum 
writer.  Her  interests  include  golf, 
swimming,  the  guitar,  and 
theater. 

Elizabeth  Hartman  has  recent- 
ly begun  her  work  at  Steele  Creek 
Church.  She  is  also  a  graduate  of 
PSCE,  having  completed  under- 
graduate work  at  the  University 
of  Alabama.  Before  coming  to 
Charlotte,  Elizabeth  was  co- 
director  of  Christian  education  at 
the  Raleigh  Court  Church  in 
Roanoke,  Va. 

Presbytery  "E" 
to  be  organized 
from  7  counties; 
opening  assembly 
set  for  April  7 

A  time  for  ending  and  for 
beginnings — 

That  could  describe  1988-89 
for  Mecklenburg  Presbyterians. 
Beginning  January  1,  1989,  we 
will  be  part  of  Presbytery  "E." 

We  will  be  a  seven-county 
presbytery  including  Anson, 
Cabarrus,  Mecklenburg,  Mont- 
gomery, Richmond,  Stanly,  and 
Union  Counties.  We  will  be  a 
combination  of  churches  from 
the  former  United  Presbyterian 
Church  (Catawba  Presbytery) 
and  the  former  PCUS  (Mecklen- 
burg, Concord,  and  Fayetteville 
Presbyteries). 

As  a  new  presbytery  we  will 
choose  a  name;  develop  mission 
design;  select  a  location  for  new 
offices;  and  call  a  staff.  There 
are  many  decisions  to  be  made. 

The  opening  assembly  will  be 
held  on  April  17.  A  transitional 
council  will  be  elected  and  com- 
mittees established  to  work  on 
various  areas  of  organization. 
The  opening  assembly  is  being 
planned  by  a  planning  team  for 
presbytery  "E." 

M-  i  the  team  are: 

ytery:  the  Rev. 


■MB 


Dottie  Metropol 

Elizabeth  and  her  husband, 
John,  associate  pastor  at  Steele 
Creek,  have  two  sons,  Blair,  five, 
and  Charlie,  three. 


\  (obonui  /  \ 


/ 

Union 


James  Murray;  Catawba  Presby- 
tery: The  Rev.  Calvin  Hood,  Jac- 
ques Kibler,  the  Rev.  Raymond 
Worsley,  the  Rev.  Isaiah 
Phinisee,  Bernice  Grier,  and 
James  McAfee;  Fayetteville 
Presbytery:  the  Rev.  Frances 
Womack;  and  Mecklenburg 
Presbytery:  Barbara  Cannon, 
John  Crawford,  the  Rev.  Allan 
Smyth,  and  the  Rev.  Wallace 
Johnson.  Presbytery  executives 
serve  as  ex-officio  members  of 
the  committee. 

Over  the  next  few  months,  on 
this  page,  we  will  begin  to  in- 
troduce the  new  configuration  by 
highlighting  one  county  each 
month. 

We  will  take  a  look  at  the  size 
and  number  of  churches  in  each 
county  as  well  as  highlighting  the 
variety  of  mission  in  which  the 
churches  are  involved. 

In  learning  more  about  the 
churches  in  each  county, 
Mecklenburg  Presbyterians  will 
have  an  opportunity  to  be  in- 
troduced to  new  partners.  As  we 
become  better  acquainted,  we 
will  be  better  prepared  to  serve 
God  together  as  Pesbytery  "E." 
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Marsha  Ghent,  Editor 
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Meeting  marks  passages 
for  individuals  and  churches 


Mecklenburg  Presbytery  met 
in  its  65th  stated  meeting  at  Quail 
Hollow  Church  on  February  23. 
The  Rev.  Margaret  B.  Peery  was 
elected  moderator. 

The  highlights  of  the  meeting 
included  various  thresholds.  Lib- 
by  Engdahl  Whiteley  was 
presented  a  certificate  by  Jocelyn 
Hill  from  the  Educator  Certifica- 
tion Council  of  the  General 
Assembly,  recognizing  her  cer- 
tification as  a  Christian 
educator.  Libby  is  educator  at 
Seigle  Avenue  Church. 

Dr.  Fred  Stair  was  granted 
honorable  retirement.  After  ex- 
pressions of  appreciation  by 
John  Kuykendall,  he  was  pre- 
sented a  plaque  in  recognition  of 
his  retirement. 

In  two  moving  reports  one 
church  was  dissolved  and 
another  was  approved  for 
charter. 

The  St.  John  Church  was 
dissolved  effective  February  29. 
The  Rev.  Fred  McAllister  made 
the  report  for  the  committee  and 
expressed  appreciation  to  the 
pastor,  the  Rev.  Jim  Sell,  and  to 
the  congregation  for  their 


W0C  ANNUAL  MEETING 

SUGAW  CREEK 
PRESBYTERIAN  CHURCH 

Saturday,  April  23rd 

Registration  begins  at  9:00 

Lunch  will  be  served  at 
11:30,  reservations  are  re- 
quired; cost,  $3.50. 

The  Rev.  Eugenia  A.  Gam- 
ble, a  former  staff  member  in 
the  Atlanta  office  and  now 
serving  as  an  interim  pastor  in 
Denver,  Colorado,  will  be  the 
speaker.  During  the  meeting 
women  will  have  an  oppor- 
tunity to  hear  about  the 
UPW/WOC  trip  to  China 
from  Cathy  Vaughn.  Also,  all 
past  Presbyterial  presidents 
will  be  honored  and  the ' 
history  of  the  WOC  will  be 
celebrated.  This  will  be  the 
last  WOC  annual  meeting. 

After  the  meeting  is  dis- 
missed, participants  will  travel 
to  First  Presbyterian  Church 
on  West  Trade  Street  for  the 
first  Presbyterian  Women 
meeting  at  1:30.  Officers  will 
be  elected  and  installed,  by- 
laws approved,  and  the 
budget  adopted  for  the  next 
18  months  for  the  new 
organization.  The  worship 
service  will  include  the 
celebration  of  communion 
and  special  music.  The 
meeting  will  conclude  with  a 
reception. 


Recreation  workshop 

The  Annual  Recreation 
Workshop  will  be  held  at  Mon- 
treat  May  2-7.  It  will  provide 
training  for  ministers,  educators, 
and  lay  leaders. 

There  will  be  13  classes,  as  well 
as  a  number  of  special  events. 
For  more  information,  contact 
Lynn  Turnage,  9800  Preston 
Rd.,  Dallas,  Tex.  75230 
(214-368-6348). 


faithfulness  and  their  commit- 
ment in  service  to  God  through 
the  St.  John  Church. 

Leslie  Jenkins  reported  for  the 
New  Church  Development  Com- 
mittee concerning  a  new  con- 
gregation. Thirty  representatives 
from  the  congregation  were  pre- 
sent to  present  a  petition, 
representing  171  children,  youth, 
and  adults,  expressing  the 
"desire  to  be  constituted  and 
organized  as  a  church  to  be 
known  as  MorningStar 
Presbyterian  Church." 

The  governing  body  concurred 
wholeheartedly  in  their  request 
and  congratulated  the  organizing 
pastor,  the  Rev  Pete  Peery,  and 
the  members  of  the  soon-to-be 
MorningStar  Presbyterian 
Church  in  their  efforts.  The 
organizational  service  is  planned 
for  March  27  at  11:00  with  the 
moderator  of  the  General 
Assembly,  Isabel  Wood  Rogers, 
preaching. 

In  other  business,  Jim 
Lambeth  was  received  from 
Wilmington  Presbytery  (see  arti- 
cle on  this  page)  and  Ron  Tip- 
pens  was  received  from  Fayet- 


teville Presbytery  (see  article  in 
February  issue).  Amy  Sass 
Sigmon  was  received  as  a  can- 
didate for  Word  and  sacrament. 
The  Seigle  Avenue  Church  was 
presented  a  certificate  from  the 
G.A.  recognizing  its  acceptance 
of  the  "Commitment  to  Peace- 
making." 

Leader  for  the  worship  service, 
which  included  communion  were 
the  Rev.  Tim  Hood,  host  pastor; 
the  Rev.  Joe  Gaston,  executive 
presbyter  for  Catawba 
Presbytery;  and  the  Rev.  Bob 
James,  executive  presbyter  for 
Mecklenburg  Presbytery. 
James's  sermon  was  entitled  "A 
Purpose  for  Existence." 

The  video  "Our  One  Minis- 
try," which  is  an  overview  of 
Presbytery  Reformed  Educa- 
tional Ministry,  was  shown. 
Following  the  video,  the  27  ad- 
vocates who  will  be  assisting 
churches  in  making  plans  for  the 
new  program  were  introduced. 

The  meeting  was  adjourned  to 
meet  on  May  24  at  Alexander 
Children's  Center.  Moderator- 
in-nomination  is  Dr.  Hugh 
Verner. 


Father  finds  son,  family  reunited 
after  search  in  refugee  camp 


Davahn,  Le,  Sakham,  and  Saingeun  Houatchanthara 


A  joyful  family  reunion  took 
place  as  the  Le  Houatchanthara 
family  welcomed  Davahn, 
Saikham,  and  Saingeun  at 
Douglas  International  Airport. 

The  story  began  in  1978  on  a 
farm  in  Laos  near  the  capital  ci- 
ty of  Vientiane  when  the  Com- 
munists disrupted  the  Houat- 
chanthara family's  happy  life  by 
taking  their  farm  machinery, 
driving  off  the  water  buffaloes, 
and  confiscating  their  rice  and 
tobacco  crops.  The  men  were 
forced  to  attend  Communistic  in- 
doctrination classes  in  Vientiane 
while  the  women  were  left  with 
the  work  in  the  fields. 

Le  soon  found  that  he  could 
not  continue  this  existence  and  he 
began  to  plan  his  escape.  Under 
the  cover  of  darkness  and  on  the 
pretense  of  going  fishing,  Le,  his 
wife,  Khanh,  and  three  children 
crossed  the  Mekong  River  and 
arrived  safely  in  Thailand,  where 
they  were  taken  to  a  refugee 
camp.  Two  of  their  sons  remain- 
ed in  Laos  on  the  farm. 

Meanwhile  the  Mission  Com- 
mittee of  Sardis  Presbyterian 
Church,  with  approval  of  the  ses- 
sion, decided  to  sponsor  a 
Southeast  Asian  family.  Bill  and 
Sue  Kemp  guided  the  committee 
in  preparing  for  the  Houatchan- 
tara  family's  arrival. 

Through  hard  work,  Le  and 


Khanh  bought  their  own  home  in 
1985.  They  have  become  active 
members  of  Sardis  Presbyterian 
Church,  where  both  of  their 
daughters  were  married. 

By  1986,  Le  and  Khanh  had 
saved  enough  money  to  take  a 
trip  to  Thailand.  The  purpose  of 
their  trip  was  accomplished, 
when  they  searched  in  the  re- 
fugee camp  and  found  their  son, 
Dawahn,  and  their  nephews, 
Saikham  and  Saingeun,  -whose 
parents  had  died. 

When  they  returned  to  Char- 
lotte, they  made  application  for 
the  three  men  to  join  them  by 
agreeing  to  be  their  primary 
sponsors.  Sardis  Church  readily 
agreed  to  be  the  secondary  spon- 
sor, with  Hunter  Pharr  as  coor- 
dinator. Finally,  the  son  and  two 
nephews  arrived  last  September 
3. 

Dawahn  and  Saikham  are 
both  employed  at  C.N.C. 
Machinery  Co.  Le  petitioned  for 
legal  custody  of  the  minor,  Sa- 
ingeun, and  that  was  granted 
February  15. 

Mecklenburg  Presbytery  co- 
ordinator for  refugee  resettle- 
ment Dora  Lee  Brown  com- 
mends the  Houatchanthara  fami- 
ly and  the  Sardis  Presbyterian 
Chur.ch  on  .this  family 
reunification. 


New  Mission  Court 
project  caps  50  years 
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By  Mary  Lou  Thompson 
Trustee 

In  1913  two  or  three  Presby- 
terian ladies  in  Richmond,  Va., 
became  concerned  for  mission- 
ary families  on  furlough  nokhav- 
ing  adequate  housing  when  they 
came  to  study  at  Union  Seminary 
and  the  Presbyterian  School  of 
Christian  Education.  They  need- 
ed a  base  from  which  to  go  out 
to  interpret  Christ's  world-wide 
ministry  in  our  churches.  So, 
Mission  Court  was  born. 

A  campaign  began  among  the 
women  of  Virginia  to  construct 
an  apartment  building  of  four 
units  with  three  bedrooms  each. 
The  Virginia  building  on  the 
campus  of  UTS  was  opened  in 
1920. 

As  more  missionaries  began  to 
arrive,  the  women  of  North 
Carolina  provided  funds  for  a  se- 
cond identical  building,  named 
the  North  Carolina  Building. 
Later  a  third,  apartment  building 
was  added,  the  West  Virginia 
Building. 

Mission  Court  is  well  admin- 
istered by  Women  of  the  Church 
of  the  former  Synods  of  North 
Carolina  and  the  Virginias.  Each 
apartment  is  fully  furnished  with 
refrigerator  and  cabinets  stock- 
ed with  food  to  greet  the  mis- 
sionaries on  arrival.  Some  mis- 
sionary children  call  Mission 
Court  "our  home  in  the  States." 


Missionaries  say,  "Thank  God 
for  Mission  Court." 

The  North  Carolina  Building 
belongs  to  the  North  Carolina 
women  and  it  is  ours  to  main- 
tain. We  are  proud  of  it.  We  are 
especially  proud  of  the  support 
that  Orange  Presbytery  women 
have  given  for  more  than  50 
years. 

The  same  roof  has  covered  our 
building  all  these  years,  but  now 
it  leaks!  The  tile  roof  will  be  torn 
away  and  a  new  tile  roof  will 
replace  it  with  a  cost  of  between 
$45-49,000.  That  is  a  lot  of  mon- 
ey but  for  50-plus  years,  it 
doesn't  surprise  us. 

Of  course,  all  the  Women  of 
the  Church  in  North  Carolina 
will  be  cooperating  in  this  pro- 
ject. Orange  Presbytery  women 
have  been  generous  in  their  sup- 
port of  Mission  Court  and  they 
will  continue,  whether  we  are  in 
[presbytery]  A,  B,  C,  D,  or 
whatever. 

If  there  are  funds  beyond  and 
above  your  asking,  Mission 
Court  will  be  a  worthy  cause. 
Perhaps  in  50  years,  some  of  you 
will  say,  "we  need  a  new  roof," 
and  you  will  say  "I  remember 
when  the  last  one  was  put  on  our 
building!" 

Send  your  contribution  to  Mrs. 
Phil  Kirk,  Financial  Secretary, 
1 12  Elgin  Place,  Greensboro,  NC 
27410. 


One  plus  two  could  mean 
some  very  important  numbers 
for  stewardship  in  Orange 
Presbytery  churches. 

On  Friday  and  Saturday, 
April  29-30,  churches  are  en- 
couraged to  send  one  pastor 
and  at  least  two  lay  persons  to 
take  part  in  an  overnight 
study  and  reflection  retreat 
called  "Speaking  of  Steward- 
ship." 

The  retreat  is  to  be  held  at 
the  newly  refurbished  Camp 
New  Hope  and  promises  to  of- 
fer participants  a  sound  the- 
ology and  a  fresh  vision  of 
what  stewardship  can  be  in  the 
congregation. 

Why  can't  we  talk  about 
money?  What  would  a  whole- 
year  stewardship  program 
that  was  fully  integrated  into 
the  worship  and  study  life  of 


a  congregation  look  like?  Are 


there  models?  How  are  the  governing  bodies  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church  (U.S.A.)  connected  for  stewardship  in  the  local  church? 

Is  there  help  to  encourage  our  church  members  about  tax- 
advantaged  and  deferred  giving  opportunities?  How  can  we 
share  the  vision?  These  questions  will  be  dealt  with  in  detail 
during  the  retreat.  Planned  discussion  and  reflection  time  will 
center  on  applying  sound  principles  to  particular  church 
situations. 

Leadership  for  "Speaking  of  Stewardship"  will  include 
Peter  Lampe,  associate  professor  of  New  Testament  at  Union 
Theological  Seminary  in  Virginia;  Guy  Delaney,  director  of 
continuing  education  and  Doctor  of  Ministry  Studies  at  UTS; 
Alfred  Thomas,  executive  presbyter,  Orange  Presbytery; 
Claude  Godwin,  associate  director  of  the  Stewardship  and 
Communication  Development  Ministry  Work  Unit  of  the 
General  Assembly;  Ed  Finley,  chair  of  the  Orange  Presbytery 
Foundation;  Jim  Rissmiller,  moderator  of  the  Stewardship 
Education  Committee  of  Orange  Presbytery  and  pastor,  Com- 
munity in  Christ  Church,  Greensboro;  and  Bob  Poteet,  staff 
associate  for  leadership  development,  Orange  Presbytery. 

Pastors  are  invited  to  come  at  1:00  p.m.  Friday,  April  29, 
for  a  special  workshop  being  taught  by  Dr.  Lampe:  "Resources 
for  Preaching  and  Worship."  Lay  persons  begin  arriving  at 
4:00  p.m. 

"Speaking  of  Stewardship"— Apil  29-30,  Camp  New  Hope. 
$28.00  per  person  (includes  meals,  lodging,  and  hand-outs). 


Greensboro  choirs  to  present  Requiem 


In  celebration  of  its  35th  an- 
niversary, Starmount  Church 
Chancel  Choir,  joined  by  the 
Chancel  Choir  of  First  Church, 
Greensboro,  will  present  A  Ger- 
man Requiem  by  Johannes 


Brahms  on  Sunday,  April  24, 
5:00  p.m.,  in  the  Starmount 
sanctuary. 

The  public  is  invited.  There  is 
no  admission  charge. 
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Presbytery  meets:  Reckard 
retires,  pastors  received 


The  64th  stated  meeting  of 
Orange  Presbytery  convened  in 
the  recently  completed  sanctuary 
of  the  Westminster  Church, 
Durham,  on  Feb.  23.  The  Rev. 
Z.N.  Holler,  pastor  of  the 
Church  of  the  Covenant, 
Greensboro,  and  out-going 
moderator,  led  the  governing 
body  in  worship. 

The  Rev.  Phyllis  Kort, 
associate  pastor  of  First  Church, 
Burlington,  was  elected 
moderator  for  1988. 

The  1988  budget  for  presby- 
tery was  approved  in  the  amount 
of  $1,913,532.  Consistent  with 
the  established  policy,  50  percent 
of  this  amount  is  divided  be- 
tween the  synod  and  the  General 
Assembly.  The  synod  receives 
19.44  percent  and  the  Assembly, 
30.56  percent.  The  remaining  50 
percent  remains  within  the 
presbytery  for  its  mission. 

Congregations  are  encouraged 
to  study  the  "New  Eyes"  report 
received  at  the  last  meeting  of 
presbytery  and  to  study  the  Gen- 
eral Assembly's  position  paper 
on  Central  America.  Also,  the 
presbytery  went  on  record  "sup- 
porting the  ratification  of  the  In- 
termediate Nuclear  Forces  (INF) 
Treaty  without  amendment..." 

A  wide  variety  of  special  re- 
ports were  made,  including  a 
report  from  presbytery's  execu- 
tive presbyter,  Alfred  Thomas, 
on  the  formation  of  new  presby- 
teries. Initial  "provisional  assem- 
blies" for  the  two  new  presby- 
teries encompassing  the  part  of 
North  Carolina  presently  known 
as  the  Orange  Presbytery  will  be 
held  this  spring  and  the  projected 
date  for  their  creation  is  January 
1,  1989. 

A  wide  variety  of  proposed 
amendments  to  the  Book  of 
Order  were  discussed  and  voted 
upon. 

The  Rev.  Charles  (Jack) 
Reckard  was  granted  the  status 
of  honorably  retired  during  a  ser- 
vice of  retirement.  Jack  has 
served  most  recently  as  associate 
pastor  of  First  Church, 
Greensboro.  The  Rev.  Joe  Mul- 
lin,  pastor  of  First  Church, 
Greensboro,  led  the  presbytery  in 
a  prayer  of  thanksgiving  for  the 
ministry  of  Jack  Reckard.  Both 
pastors  have  served  together  not 
only  in  Greensboro  First  but  also 
in  Louisville. 

Various  calls  were  approved. 
Robert  Cleveland  and  Mary 
Steege  were  examined  and  re- 
ceived as  ministers  pending  their 
respective  ordinations.  Bob  is 
called  to  serve  as  pastor  of  the  St. 
Barnabas  Church,  Raleigh,  and 
Mary  has  been  called  as  associate 
pastor  of  the  Church  of  Recon- 
ciliation, Chapel  Hill. 


Maxine  and  Jack  Reckard  with  Alfred  Thomas. 


Left  to  right,  McLean  Faw,  Robert  Cleveland,  Wadih  Antoun, 
and  Mary  Steege. 


T.  McClean  Faw  was  received 
from  Wilmington  Presbytery  to 
become  pastor  of  Memorial 
Church,  Greensboro. 

Tim  Bird's  relationship  with 
the  East  Burlington  Church  was 
dissolved  so  that  Tim  might  ac- 
cept the  call  of  the  North 
Raleigh  Church  to  become  its 
pastor  and  David  Tucker's  call 
from  the  Northgate  Church  in 
Durham  to  become  its  pastor  was 
approved.  David  will  serve  as 
both  pastor  of  the  church  and 
continue  in  his  ministry  with  the 
Urban  Ministries  Center  of 
Durham. 

The  Rev.  Wadith  Antoun  was 
examined  and  received  as  a  min- 
ister-at-large  from  the  National 
Evangelical  Synod  of  Syria  and 
Lebanon.  He  resides  in  Raleigh 
and  is  working  as  a  counselor  at 
the  Urban  Ministry  Center  of 
Raleigh. 

Karen  Paul,  student  of 
Louisville  Presbyterian  Semi- 
nary, was  examined  and  received 
as  a  candidate  for  the  office  of 


minister  of  the  Word. 

Also,  Heather  Jordan  Khan 
was  received  as  a  candidate  for 
ordination,  transferring  her  can- 
didacy from  Blue  Ridge  Presby- 
tery to  Orange. 

Two  persons  were  received  as 
"Inquirer  for  the  office  of 
minister  of  the  Word,"  a  new 
relationship  to  the  presbytery  for 
persons  seriously  considering 
whether  or  not  God  is  calling 
them  into  the  ministry.  Jaeho 
Cho  and  Sharon  Creech  were 
enrolled  as  inquirers. 

Commissioners  to  the  meeting 
of  the  General  Assembly  were 
elected  as  were  others  to  service 
on  various  work  units  and  com- 
mittees of  presbytery. 

A  report  on  the  work  of  the 
Administrative  Commission 
working  with  the  Westminster 
Church,  Raleigh,  was  heard  and 
explicit  authority  was  given  for 
its  work  in  designated  areas. 

Orange  Presbytery  meets  in  its 
next  stated  meeting  at  First 
Church,  Burlington,  April  26. 


WOC  of  Orange  sets  final  meeting 


The  W.O.C.  of  Orange  Pres- 
bytery will  have  its  final  meeting 
on  April  23,  at  Trinity  Avenue 
Church  in  Durham. 

Registration  begins  at  9:00  and 
the  program  at  10:00,  Mrs. 
Marge  Monroe,  president, 
presiding. 

Dr.  William  Bennett  of  Tri- 
nity Avenue  will  lead  a  medita- 
tion and  the  Rev.  Arabella 


Meadows-Rogers  of  First 
Church,  Durham,  will  celebrate 
communion  during  worship. 

Mrs.  Ina  Jones  Hughs  of 
Charleston,  S.C.,  a  popular  and 
well-known  author  and  lecturer, 
will  be  the  speaker. 

Day  care  for  children  is  $3.00 
per  child. 

The  past  presidents  of  Women 


of  the  Church  of  Orange  Pres- 
bytery will  be  recognized.  The 
Heritage  Book  the  Women  of  the 
Church  have  been  compiling  will 
be  available.  Each  woman  at- 
tending will  receive  a  copy 
without  charge.  Each  church  will 
also  receive  one  copy  without 
charge  and  remaining  additional 
copies  will  be  sold  f 
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Presbyterians  visible 
at  Whiteville  expo 
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First  Church  display  at  Whiteville  exposition. 


First  Church,  Whiteville,  par- 
ticipated in  the  area  Merchants 
and  Farmers  Exposition.  The  ex- 
position, sponsored  by  the  Lions 
Club,  featured  105  display 
booths  and  was  attended  by  over 
7,500  people. 

As  part  of  its  witness  to  the 
community,  the  church  booth 
featured  continuously  running 
videos  and  slide  presentations  of 
activities  on  all  levels,  from  local 
to  national.  Local  activities 
featured  the  summer  youth  pro- 
gram with  Holly  Purcell,  Vaca- 
tion Bible  School,  Homecoming, 
cookouts,  and  both  congrega- 
tional and  youth  fellowship 
happenings. 

Materials  provided  by  the 


synod  Media  Committee  and 
presbytery  showed  the  church  at 
work  in  our  area,  state,  and 
country.  They  traced  the  growth 
of  the  Presbyterian  church  in  the 
United  States.  Brochures  on  the 
programs  of  the  PC  (USA)  and 
photo  albums  with  church  mem- 
bers at  work  and  play  were 
centers  of  interest. 

The  booth  demonstrated  to 
the  community  the  many  aspects 
of  Presbyterianism.  From  the 
sign  made  by  the  senior-high 
class,  the  banners  by  the  youth 
fellowship,  to  greeters  of  all  ages 
who  manned  the  booth  welcom- 
ing visitors,  it  was  a  time  to  share 
our  Presbyterian  witness  with 
others. 


First  worship  service 
held  in  Snead's  Ferry 


After  several  weeks  of  contacts 
and  publicity  looking  forward  to 
the  development  of  a  Presbyter- 
ian church  at  Snead's  Ferry,  the 
first  worship  service  was  held  on 
Sunday,  February  21.  The  group 
of  16  people  gathered  at  10  a.m. 
in  the  Senior  Citizens'  Building 
on  Highway  172,  just  north  of 
Highway  210.  All  who  came 
showed  great  interest  in  the 
possibility  of  developing  a 
church  in  that  area. 


The  worship  service  was  held 
by  the  Rev.  Jack  Dail,  moderator 
of  the  Task  Force  on  New 
Church  Development  of  the 
presbytery.  The  group  will  con- 
tinue to  meet  at  the  Senior 
Citizens'  Building  at  10  a.m.  on 
Sunday  mornings.  The  services 
will  be  led  by  Jack  Dail  or  by 
Marjorie  Luce  of  Snead's  Ferry. 
All  interested  persons  are  invited 
and  encouraged  to  attend. 


Offering  to  help  victims 
of  Red  Tide  disaster 


Wilmington  Presbytery 
adopted  a  resolution  regarding 
the  problem  of  the  Red  Tide.  The 
resolution  reades,  in  part: 

"Whereas  the  Red  Tide  has 
proved  to  be  devasting  to 


numbers  of  fishermen  along  the 
coast  of  North  Carolina... Wil- 
mington Presbytery  resolves  to 
establish  one  Sunday  during 
March  to  receive  an  offering  in 
all  of  its  members  churches." 


Calendar  of  events 


MARCH 

24 

26 
APRIL 


Meeting  of  Presbytery  "D,"  10:30  a.m.  at 
Fayetteville,  First 

Presbyterian  Women  Gathering,  Highland 
Church,  Fayetteville,  N.C. 


1  &  2     Presbytery  office  closed  for  Easter  holidays 

5     Committee  on  Ministry,  2  p.m.  Wallace 
Church 

10     PREM  Curriculum  preview,  2:30-5  p.m.,  Eliz- 
abethtown  Church 

12     Nominating  Committee,  9:15  a.m.,  presbytery 
office 

14     Education  Mission  Committee,  2  p.m.  presby- 
tery office;  Representation  Committee,  5:15 
p.m.,  Western  Steer,  Wilmington 

17     "Summer  Scoops,"  Vacation  Bible  School 
Preview,  2-5  p.m.,  Resource  Center,  presby- 
tery office 

19     Stewardship  Committee  Meeting,  1:30  p.m., 
presbytery  office 

23      PEACE  Mini  Workshops,  7:30  p.m.  Morehead 
City,  First  Church 
23  &  24      Senior  High  Retreat,  Camp  Kirkwood 
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Rogers  visits  presbytery 


The  37th  meeting  of  Wil- 
mington Presbytery  was  held  on 
February  21  and  included  a 
special  time  of  sharing  with  the 
moderator  of  the  199th  (current) 
General  Assembly,  Isabel  Woods 
Rogers. 

The  meeting  began  with  a  wor- 
ship service  which  included  a  ser- 
mon given  by  Dr.  Rogers  as  well 
as  the  celebration  of  the  sacra-, 
ment  of  the  Lord's  supper  and 
memorials  to  deceased  elders  and 
ministers.  Dr.  Rogers's  message 
was  based  on  passage  from  the 
book  of  Hosea. 

Following  the  worship  service, 
Dr.  Rogers  took  time  to  answer 
questions  from  the  floor  related 
to  the  life  of  the  church.  She 


Larry  and  Catherine  Ayers 

Ayers  retires 

Wilmington  Presbytery  held  a 
service  of  retirement  for  Larry 
Ayers  at  its  meeting  on  February 
27.  Larry  had  been  chaplain  at 
the  New  Hanover  County  prison 
and  was  pastor  of  Harmony 
Church  in  Kerr.  The  service  com- 
memorated 42  years  of  service 
which  Larry  has  given  to  the 
Presbyterian  Church. 

Larry  was  born  in  India  (in  an 
area  which  is  now  Pakistan)  of 
missionary  parents.  His  family 
moved  to  the  U.S.  when  he  was 
four  and  his  father  served  chur- 
ches in  western  Pennsylvania  and 
eastern  Ohio.  He  graduated  from 
Muskingum  College  (New  Con- 
cord, Ohio). 

It  was  there  he  met  his  wife, 
Catherine  Dean,  a  minister's 
daughter  from  Cleveland,  Ohio. 
His  seminary  education  was  at 
Pittsburgh-Zenia  Theological 
Seminary,  where  he  graduated  in 
1946. 

He  served  churches  in  western 
Pennsylvania  and  Ohio  until 
1976,  when  he  was  called  to  the 
Riceville  Church  in  Asheville, 
N.C.  In  1983  Larry  moved  to 
Wilmington  Presbytery  to  take 
on  the  prison  chaplaincy  and  the 
pastorate  at  Harmony  church. 

We  celebrate  with  Larry  as  he 
and  Catherine  retire  to  Spencer, 
N.C,  and  wish  them  all  the  best. 

Coming  events 

There  will  be  a  senior-high 
retreat  at  Camp  Kirkwood  on 
April  23  and  24.  Louise  Andrews 
will  be  leading  the  group. 

Presbyterian  Men  will  have 
their  spring  meeting  on  Monday, 
May  9,  at  the  Beulaville  Church 
at  7  pm.  The  Rev.  Bob  Hay- 
wood, campus  minister  at 
UNCW,  will  be  the  speaker. 

Presbyterian  Women  will  meet 
March  26  at  Highland  Church  in 
Fayetteville.  All  women  are  in- 
vited to  join  for  the  first 
"Gathering"  of  Presbytery  "D." 


began  with  a  brief  history  lesson 
for  the  members  about  the  mod- 
erator's cross,  which  is  made  up 
of  three  crosses  which  have  been 
joined  together — crosses  which 
had  been  worn  by  the  modera- 
tors of  the  three  churches  now 
united  as  one. 

Then  there  were  questions  on 
topics  from  evangelism  to 
peacemaking  to  the  role  of 
women  in  the  church  to  bound- 
ary issues.  Her  message  acknow- 
ledged that  the  church  still  has 
much  to  work  through  and  that 
there  are  problems  ahead,  but 
was  generally  upbeat  regarding 
the  future  of  the  church  and  its 
work.  The  openness  and  en- 
thusiasm that  she  displayed  was 


Isabel  Rogers  addresses  the 
Presbytery 

an  inspiration  to  all  at  the 
meeting. 

Dr.  Rogers  is  professor  of  ap- 
plied Christianity  at  the 
Presbyterian  School  of  Christian 
Education  in  Richmond,  Va., 
and  an  elder  of  the  Ginter  Park 
Church  in  Richmond. 


Two  new  ministers 
received  into  presbytery 


Dale  Miller 

Presbytery  welcomed  pastors 
to  two  churches  during  its  337th 
meeting  on  February  27.  The 
Beulaville  Church  is  to  be  serv- 
ed by  the  Rev.  Edward  W.  Don- 
nell  and  the  Topsail  Church  by 
the  Rev.  Dale  E.  Miller.  Ed 
transferred  from  the  Presbytery 
of  West  Virginia  and  Dale  from 
Holston  Presbytery  (Tennessee). 

Ed  Donnell  was  born  in  Ten- 
nessee but  grew  up  in  Texas.  He 
attended  Texas  A  &  M  University 
(B.S.  psychology  and  zoology) 
and  Union  Theological  Seminary 
(D.  Min.).  He  is  married  (Sarah) 
and  has  a  son  (Samuel  Lewis). 
He  comes  to  this  area  from  serv- 
ing the  First  Church  in  Hun- 
tington, West  Virginia,  as 
associate  pastor  for  Christian 

Hunger-action  job  filled 


The  position  of  hunger-action 
enabler  has  been  taken  on  by 
Ann  Jennings,  who  took  over  at 
the  presbytery  meeting  on 
February  27.  It  had  been  empty 
for  a  few  months  following  the 
departure  of  Jane  Barefoot. 

Ann  is  a  graduate  of  James 
Madison  University  (Harrison- 
burg, Va.)  and  of  the 
Presbyterian  School  of  Christian 
Education  (Richmond,  Va.)  She 
served  as  a  director  of  Christian 
education  for  12  years  in  chur- 
ches in  Richmond  and  in  Char- 
lotte, N.C. 

She  is  married  to  C.  Wesley 
Jennings,  a  retired  member  of 
the  presbytery.  They  spent  12 
years  in  Wilmington  at  the  Cape 
Fear  Church  and  then  moved  to 


Ed  Donnell 

education. 

Dale  Miller  grew  up  in  Penn- 
sylvania and  attended  Westmin- 
ster (PA)  College  (B.A.),  Pitts- 
burgh Theological  Seminary 
(M.Div),  and  Columbia 
Theological  Seminary  (D.Min.) 
He  is  married  (Karen)  and  has 
two  children  (James  and 
Thomas).  Dale  was  formerly  the 
pastor  of  the  Cedar  Creek  and 
Walkertown  Churches  in  Green- 
ville, Tennessee. 

The  installation  service  for  Ed 
Donnell  will  be  on  May  22  at 
7:30  p.m.  at  the  Beulaville 
Church.  Dale  Miller  will  be  in- 
stalled on  March  20  at  11  a.m.  at 
the  Topsail  Church  in  Hamp- 
stead.  We  welcome  both  of  them 
into  our  midst. 


Hollywood  Church  in  Green- 
ville. Ann  and  Wes  returned  to 
Wilmington  at  his  retirement. 

Ann  is  currently  a  member  of 
the  Winter  Park  Church. 

Ann  and  Wes  have  three 
daughters— Jan,  Marge,  and 
Gay. 

We  welcome  Ann  and  look 
forward  to  her  ministry  with  and 
among  us. 
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The  Reading  Center  in  the  four-year  room  is 
a  loft  where  the  children  can  sit  and  read  their 
favorite  books.  The  Housekeeping  Center  is 
underneath. 


These  boys  in  the  after-school  program  are 
building  a  fort,  complete  with  an  airport,  in  the 
Block  Center. 


Rooms  rearranged  at  Center 


The  beginning  of  1988  brought 
many  changes  to  the  Family  and 
Child  Development  Center 
(FCDC),  Director  Anita  Payne 
said. 

All  eight  of  the  rooms  have 
received  new  furniture  such  as 
child-size  shelves,  storage  units, 
tables,  and  chairs.  The  furniture 
in  five  of  the  rooms  has  been 
rearranged  to  form  different  ac- 
tivity areas,  or  centers,  within 
each  room. 

"Activity  centers  are  divided 
from  other  parts  of  the  room  by 
using  low  shelves  or  partitions," 
said  Ms.  Payne.  "This  creates  a 
feeling  of  enclosure,  helping 
children  feel  more  secure  in  a 
smaller  space.  The  enclosure  also 
helps  children  focus  more  on  an 
activity  and  less  on  distractions 
in  other  parts  of  the  room." 

Ms.  Payne  said  the  activity 
centers  such  as  dramatic  play, 
blocks,  manipulative  toys, 
books,  discovery,  art,  and 
housekeeping  facilitate  the 
FCDC's  philosophy  of  learning 
through  play. 

"Children  learn  by  using  their 
senses,"  said  Ms.  Payne.  "In  ac- 
tivity centers,  there's  the  oppor- 
tunity to  use  the  sense  of  touch, 
taste,  smell,  and  hearing,  as  well 
as  sight.  By  using  this  'learning 
through  play'  approach,  we  find 
that  children  are  happier  as  they 
work  at  their  own  speed.  There 
are  also  fewer  behavior  problems 
and  the  children  gain  skill  in  com- 
munication, problem-solving, 
and  independence." 


Ms.  Payne  also  said  that  the 
number  of  centers  within  each 
room  and  the  complexity  of  the 
activities  increases  with  the  age  of 
the  children. 

"For  example,  it  would  con- 
fuse the  two-year-olds  if  they  had 
too  many  activities  from  which 
to  choose,  so  their  room  has 
fewer  activity  centers,  with  fewer 
activities  within  each  center," 
said  Ms.  Payne.  "Because  the  ac- 
tivity centers  enable  a  child  to 
choose  the  activity  in  which  he  or 


she  wishes  to  participate,  the 
child  will  be  more  likely  to  stick 
to  that  activity  and  learn  from 
it." 

In  addition,  materials  and  ac- 
tivities within  each  center  are 
rotated  frequently  to  provide 
children  with  new  challenges  and 
a  variety  of  experiences. 

The  five  rooms  which  have  ac- 
tivity centers  are  the  rooms  for 
the  two-,  three-,  and  four-year- 
olds,  and  the  two  rooms  used  for 
after-school  care. 


...Or 
So  It 
Seems 


The  June  9,  1897,  issue  of  the 
Home's  newsletter  reported  on 
several  applications,  their 
disposition,  and  the  reasons  for 
acceptance  or  rejection. 

One  request:  "I  am  informed 
...that  I  can  place  in  your  home 
a  girl  16  years  of  age....  She  is  an 
adopted  daughter  and  since  she 
has  grown  older,  she  does  not 
seem  to  appreciate  anything  I  do 
for  her  and  does  all  she  can  to 
make  my  home  unhappy..." 
The  response:  "A  bad  boy  is 

Alumni 
News 

James  Ladd  Fowler,  class  of 
1934,  died  recently  in  Rock  Hill, 
S.C. 

Fowler  is  survived  by  his  wife, 
Mrs.  Louise  Fowler,  of  512 
Ascot  Ridge,  Rock  Hill,  and  a 
son,  C.  Winston  Fowler,  who 
works  for  the  3-M  Company  in 
Jamaica. 


Earle  Frazier,  ACSW 
Executive  Director 

bad  enough,  but  a  bad  girl  is 
something  we  don't  know  how  to 
tackle....  We  do  not  propose  to 
help  parents  undo  their  own 
work." 

In  reading  the  several  cases, 
the  children  seem  quite  familiar. 
Thankfully,  the  responses  don't. 
But  I  wonder  how  our  responses 
of  today  will  sound  90  years 
from  now. 


V 


Becky  H.  and  Chris  M.  were 
recently  crowned  Queen  and 
King  of  Hearts  at  the  Pre- 
Adolescent  Center's  Valentine 
Dance. 


clip  out  and  mail  to  order 

Pen  and  Ink  Drawings  of  the  original  buildings  of 
Barium  Springs  Home  for  Children 

TO  ORDER:  Fill  out  form  below;  send  with  check  or  money  order  before  May  31,  1988  to: 
Barium  Springs  Home  for  Children,  P.O.  Box  1,  Barium  Springs,  N.C.  28010 


Pen  and  ink  drawing  by 
Raleigh  artist  Jerry  Miller  of 
the  original  Little  Joe's 
Presbyterian  Church. 


INDIVIDUAL  PRINTS-10xl4,  $10  EACH 

NAME  QUANTITY 

1.  Alexander  Building  (Shor  Shop)   

2.  Annie  Louise  Cottage   

3.  Elementary  School  (Newschool)   

4.  Howard  Cottage   

5.  Jennie  Gilmer  Cottage   

6.  Lee's  Cottage   

7.  Little  Joe's  Presbyterian  Church   

8.  Lottie  Walker  Woman's  Building   

9.  McNair  (Old  School  Building   

10.  Rumple  Hall  (Dining  Hall)   

11.  Sprunt  Infirmary   

12.  Stowe  Baby  Cottage   

13.  Synod's  Cottage   


Set  of  13  PRINTS;  $75  Per  Set 
8'/2  x  11;  Number  of  Sets   


Box  of  13  Note  Cards  and  envelopes 
$5  per  box;  Number  of  Boxes   


Total  Amount  Enclosed 


NAME   

ADDRESS 
CITY   


ZIP  CODE 


STATE 


Orders  cannot  be  filled  unless  they  are  prepaid. 
Orders  not  picked  up  at  Homecoming,  1988,  will  be 
mailed  shortly  there  after. 


PAL  receives  funds  from  federal  grant 


The  North  Carolina  Depart- 
ment of  Human  Resources'  Divi- 
sion of  Social  Services  has 
awarded  funds  from  a  federal 
grant  to  Barium  Springs  Home 
for  Children. 

The  funds  will  be  used  by  the 
Preparation  for  Adult  Living 
(PAL)  Program  of  the  Adoles- 
cent Center,  to  reestablish  an  in- 
formal network  of  independent 
living  programs  which  existed 
from  1984  through  1987. 

The  network  was  made  up  of 
10  private  North  Carolina  agen- 
cies which  sponsored  indepen- 
dent living  as  part  of  their  ser- 
vices. The  purpose  was  to  create 
a  common  bond  among  people 


working  with  children  in  inden- 
dent  living  programs.  This  group 
met  about  three  times  a  year  for 
information-sharing,  problem- 
solving,  and  training  sessions. 
The  skills  of  staff  were  increased, 
and  the  children  were  the  bene- 
ficiaries. 

Campus  Administrator  Rochelle 
Haimes  and  PAL  program  staff 
submitted  a  proposal  for  funds 
to  reestablish  this  network.  That 
proposal  was  accepted  in  early 
January. 

Adolescent  Center  Director 
Abe  Wilkinson  and  PAL  staff 
planned  and  hosted  a  strategic 
planning  meeting  in  early  March 
of  1988,  at  which  representatives 


from  private  and  public  indepen- 
dent living  programs  identified 
common  issues  and  concerns  in 
programming  for  older  adoles- 
cents. 

Also  at  this  meeting,  an  agen- 
da for  a  two-day  forum  was  de- 
veloped. The  forum  will  include 
training,  demonstration  of  tech- 
niques and  program  content,  and 
displays  of  resource  materials  for 
youth  and  staff.  A  committee 
was  appointed  to  secure  leader- 
ship and  make  site  arrangements 
for  the  forum. 

Wilkinson  said  another  objec- 
tive of  the  forum  is  for  the  agen- 
cies to  make  some  permanent  ties 
so  that  the  network  will  continue 
into  the  year  1989  and  beyond. 


In  Memory  —  In  Honor 

Barium  Springs  Home  for  Children 


Donor  

Address 


IN  MEMORY 
My  gift  of  S  _ 


IN  HONOR 

 is  enclosed. 

T  Remember 


I  wish  to  LI  Honor 
Name  of 

Honoree  or  Deceased   

Address  

On  the  occasion  of   

Date  of  death  if  applicable 

Survivor  to  notify   

Address  


Relationship  of  survivor  to  honoree 


P.O.  Box  1,  Barium  Springs.  NC  28010 
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UTS,  Hanover 
Presbytery  mark 
175-year  tie 

Union  Seminary  joined  with 
Hanover  Presbytery  in  an  an- 
niversary celebration,  February 
27-28.  The  celebration  com- 
memorated the  action  of  Hano- 
ver Presbytery  in  the  early  19th 
century  that  established  Union 
Seminary  "for  the  education  of 
poor  and  pious  youth"  to  the 
ministry.  Union  took  this  oppor- 
tunity to  thank  Hanover  Presby- 
tery for  its  friendship  and  sup- 
port over  the  past  175  years,  and 
to  give  congregations  a  chance  to 
become  better  acquainted  with 
faculty  and  students.  The  semi- 
nary began  the  weekend  by  play- 
ing host  to  the  winter  meeting  of 
the  presbytery  on  Saturday. 

On  Sunday,  faculty  and  stu- 
dents traveled  to  Presbyterian 
churches  throughout  the  greater 
Richmond  area  and  served  as 
guest  preachers.  Those  students 
and  faculty  who  had  interna- 
tional mission  experience  ad- 
dressed church  concerns  related 
to  the  Witness  Season,  and 
"adopted"  students  preached  to 
those  congregations  who  have 
offered  them  support  during 
their  seminary  years. 

The  celebration  provided  an 
important  reminder  of  the 
mutual  mission  and  shared  com- 
mitment of  both  Union  Theolog- 
ical Seminary  in  Virginia  and 
Hanover  Presbytery  to  each 
other  and  to  the  ministry  of  Jesus 
Christ. 


Sprunt  Lectures  held 


1988  Sprunt  Lecturer  Prof. 
John  Mclntyre  (at  left  in  photo 
above)  talks  with  longtime  UTS 
faculty  member  John  H.  Leith 
(right)  and  a  student  after  one  in 
a  series  of  lectures  Mclntyre  gave 
on  "The  Shape  of  Soteriology." 
Given  Feb.  1-4,  the  lectures  were 
well  received  by  those  attending. 

Mclntyre's  lectures  concerned 
salvation  and  the  nature  of  for- 
giveness. He  is  a  minister  in  the 
Church  of  Scotland  and  an  inter- 
nationally recognized  scholar  of 
John  Calvin.  Mclntyre  served  as 
moderator  of  the  Church  of 
Scotland  in  1982-83  and  is  chap- 
lain to  the  Queen  in  Scotland. 

He  has  taught  at  the  University 


Union  Theological  Seminary 
gives  students  the  resources  to  work 
through  their  call.  The  difficult 
questions  of  life  and  faith  must  be 
asked  here.  Students  are  pushed  hard. 

Strengths  must  be  identified  and 
nurtured;  problems  that  later  might 
hinder  ministry  must  be  confronted. 
This  requires  that  there  be  an 
environment  of  support. 


UNION  THEOLOGICAL  SEMINARY  IN  VIRGINIA 

3401  Brook  Road,  Richmond,  Virginia  23227 

I  (we)  want  to  share  in  the  vital  work  of  Union  Theological 
Seminary  in  preparing  men  and  women  to  preach  the 
Gospel. 

Enclosed  is  my  gift  of: 

□  $100        D$50        D$25        □  Other  

Name   


Address 


□  I  have  remembered  Union  Seminary  in  my  will. 

□  !  desire  information  on  ways  in  which  I  may 
remember  Union  Seminary  in  my  will. 


of  Sydney  in  Australia,  Union 
Seminary  in  New  York,  New 
College  at  the  University  of 
Edinburgh,  and  Princeton 
Seminary.  He  holds  degrees  from 
the  University  of  Edinburgh,  the 
University  of  Glasgow,  and  the 
College  of  Wooster. 

The  lectures  are  given  annually 
at  UTS. 

Speakers  at  the  Sprunt  Lecture 
luncheons  were  Doris  Betts  and 
the  Rev.  John  Evans.  Doris  Betts 
is  an  author  and  professor  of 
English  at  the  University  of 
North  Carolina  at  Chapel  Hill. 
John  Evans  is  pastor  of  Chatham 
Presbyterian  Church  in  Chatham, 
Va. 

Hebrew  Bible 
course  taught  at 
St.  Andrews 

A  rabbi  will  teach  students  at  St. 
Andrews  Presbyterian  College 
about  the  Hebrew  Bible  in  a  course 
this  spring,  the  college  has  an- 
nounced. Rabbi  Lawrence  N. 
Mahrer  will  spend  his  fouth  aca- 
demic session  at  St.  Andrews  as  the 
Jewish  Cautauqua  Society  Adjunct 
Professor  of  Judaic  Studies. 

Mahrer  contributes  significant- 
ly to  both  the  curriculum  and  the 
campus  community,  said  Dr.  Carl 
Walters,  the  Warner  L.  Hall  Pro- 
fessor of  Religion  and  chair  of  the 
department.  "Enrollment  is  high 
in  Rabbi  Mahrer's  course,"  he 
said.  "The  students  respect  Rabbi 
Mahrer  and  enjoy  his  teaching;  he 
presents  topics  in  a  lively,  direct, 
respectful,  and  receptive  fashion." 

The  course  includes  a  visit  to  the 
rabbi's  synagogue  in  Florence, 
S.C.,  for  a  religious  service.  He  is 
rabbi  of  Temple  Beth  Israel  Syna- 
gogue. 

Students  who  would  otherwise 
know  little  about  Judaism  gain 
knowledge  of  its  tradition  and 
culture,  Walters  said. 

The  Jewish  Chautauqua  Society 
is  the  educational  arm  of  the 
National  Federation  of  Temple 
Brotherhoods.  The  Society  endows 
courses,  donates  books  of  Judaica 
to  libraries,  distributes  films,  and 
sponsors  interfaith  institutes  for 
Christian  clergy,  all  in  an  effort  to 
improve  interfaith  relations. 


Worship,  music  are 
focus  of  N.C.  workshop 


A  two-day  workshop  entitled 
"Renewing  Worship  and  Music  in 
the  Congregation"  will  be  con- 
ducted by  Thomas  H.  Troeger  and 
Carol  Ann  Doran  at  First  Presby- 
terian Church  in  Greensboro,  N.C. 
The  workshop  has  been  prepared 
to  help  pastors,  musicians,  and  lay 
persons  provide  for  the  continuing 
renewal  of  their  congregation's 
worship  life. 

Thomas  H.  Troeger  and  Carol 
Ann  Doran  lecture  jointly  on  the 
renewal  of  worship  before  many 
denominational  groups  and  chur- 
ches throughout  the  United  States 
and  have  co-authored  two  books, 
New  Hymns  for  the  Lectionary: 
To  Glorify  the  Maker's  Name 
(1985),  and  Open  to  Glory: 
Renewing  Worship  in  the  Con- 
gregation (1983). 

Troeger  is  presently  professor  of 
preaching  and  parish  ministry  at 
the  Colgate  Rochester  Divinity 
School  of  Crozer  Theological 
Seminary.  He  is  an  ordained 
Presbyterian  minister  with  degrees 
from  Yale  University  and  Colgate 
Rochester  Divinity  School,  a  pro- 
fessional flutist,  and  an  ac- 
complished hymn  writer. 

In  1987,  he  served  as  president 
of  the  Academy  of  Homiletics.  In 
addition  to  the  two  books  he  has 
co-written  with  Carol  Ann  Doran, 
he  has  also  written,  Creating  Fresh 


Images  in  the  Pulpit:  New  Rungs 
for  Jacob 's  Ladder  ( 1 982) . 

Ms.  Doran  is  associate  professor 
of  church  music  and  director  of 
community  worship  at  Colgate 
Rochester  Divinity  School.  She  has 
served  as  organist  and  choir  direc- 
tor of  Episcopal  Church  of  the  In- 
carnation and  Twelve  Corners 
Presbyterian  Church,  both  in  New 
York  State. 

Carol  Ann  Doran  earned  her 
undergraduate  degree  in  music 
education  from  State  Teachers 
College  in  Pennsylvania,  and  her 
doctorate  in  church  music  and 
organ  from  the  Eastman  School  of 
Music,  University  of  Rochester. 
Ms.  Doran  has  also  served  two 
terms  as  the  president  of  the 
Association  of  Anglican 
Musicians. 

"Renewing  Worship  in  the  Con- 
gregation" is  being  sponsored  by 
Union  Theological  Seminary's 
school  of  continuing  education 
and  the  First  Presbyterian  Church 
of  Greensboro,  and  has  been  made 
possible  through  funds  from  the 
Franklin  Pethel  Lectureship  in 
Liturgy,  Music,  and  Worship.  The 
registration  fee  for  the  workshop 
and  scheduled  meals  is  $10.  For 
more  information  or  registration 
forms  please  contact  Patrick  Mur- 
phy, First  Presbyterian  Church, 
617  North  Elm  Street,  Greensboro, 
N.C.  27401  before  April  1. 


Classified  Ads 

FOR  SALE  FOR  SALE 


A.B.  Dick  545  mimeograph 
and  A.B.  Dick  588  stencil  maker. 

Good  condition. 
Call  Peace  Presbyterian  Church 
Fayetteville,  North  Carolina 
(919)  488-3211. 


Savin  775  copier.  Good  condition. 
Call  Peace  Presbyterian  Church 
Fayetteville,  North  Carolina 
(919)  488-3211. 


Presbyterian  Home  accredited 


The  Presbyterian  Home  of 
High  Point  has  been  accredited 
by  the  Continuing  Care  Accredi- 
tation Commission,  a  national 
accrediting  agency  for  homes  for 
the  elderly.  It  evaluated  the 
Home  for  10  months  to  deter- 
mine that  it  met  specific  stand- 
ards of  excellence. 

In  all,  33  facilities  in  14  states 
have  been  accredited. 

"We  congratulate  the  Presby- 
terian Home  on  this  prestigious 
achievement,"  said  Commission 
Chairman  Lloyd  Lewis.  "The  ac- 
creditation process  is  the  most  ef- 


fective means  of  assessing  a 
facility's  services,  assisting  the 
consumer,  and  enhancing  the 
continuing-care  [field].  Any 
facility  which  chooses  to  take 
part  in  the  process,  and  succeeds 
in  gaining  accreditation,  deserves 
our  utmost  respect." 

The  standards  of  excellence 
cover  governance  and  adminis- 
tration, resident  life,  finance, 
and  health  care.  The  accredita- 
tion will  last  five  years;  the  Home 
has  agreed  to  undergo  evaluation 
every  five  years. 


Commissioners  at  the  synod  meeting. 
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Good  News  Women 
Lesson  8:  April 

Lydia  of  Philippi  and  the 

Women  Who  Founded  Congregations 

Circle  Bible  Leaders  Study  Guide 


By  Carol  T.  (Pinky)  Bender 

Unless  the  circle  members  have 
been  dulled  to  "those  things  that 
happened  'way  back  then,'  "  the 
chapter  title  and  opening 
sentence  should  be  an  eye- 
catcher!  How  often  today  are 
women  depicted  as  founders  of 
congregations?  How  often  are 
women  seen  as  the  upfront, 
motivating  forces  behind  the 
establishment  of  a  new  congrega- 
tion or  the  redevelopment  of  a 
sagging,  declining  church? 

What  an  opportunity  your  cir- 
cle will  have  to  explore  their  own 
heritage  as  they  dig  into  the 
stories  of  first-century  women 
who  experienced  equality  as  "a 
reality,  not  an  ideal,"  as  Dr. 
Eunice  Poethig,  author  of  the 
study  book,  says  in  the 
background  material. 
Note  correction  in  reference 

In  your  preparation  to  moder- 
ate the  circle,  please  note  that  the 
scripture  reference  for  back- 
ground material  should  be  Se- 
cond Timothy  1:3-5,  which  is  a 
reference  to  Eunice  and  Lois. 

Begin  this  session  on  Lydia 
and  the  women  who  founded 
congregations  by  discussing  the 
process  that  has  to  be  gone 
through  in  order  to  begin  a  new 
church.  Most  presbyteries  have  a 
New  Church  Development  Com- 
mittee by  that  or  some  other 
name.  Ask  a  member  of  that 
committee  to  speak  to  your  cir- 

Storyteller  to 
depict  history 

A  small  troupe  of  professional 
storytellers,  called  Moriah,  will 
travel  throughout  the  Presbyter- 
ian Church  (U.S.A.)  during  its 
bicentennial  year,  using  drama, 
music,  dance,  and  other  techni- 
ques to  portray  the  history  and 
identity  of  each  Presbyterian 
audience. 

For  information  on  hosting  a 
presentation  in  a  presbytery,  in- 
cluding cost,  contact  the  Bicen- 
tennial Office,  Room  1020,  475 
Riverside  Dr.,  New  York,  N.Y. 
10115 


Free  Cookbook 

FUND-RAISING  PLAN  THAT'S 
GUARANTEED  TO  WORK! 


PROVEN  WAY  TO  RAISE 
$500  TO  $5,000  OR  MORE! 

No  risk;  no  investment  Churches, 
schools,  clubs  raise  thousands  of  dollars 
selling  their  own  exclusive  cookbooks 
Your  group  can  do  it,  too.  with  as  few  as 
ten  members!  Just  collect  recipes  from 
members  and  send  them  in  We'll  publish 
your  recipes  in  your  very  own  beautiful, 
colorful  cookbook  Attractive  books  are 
priced  low  to  sell  fast  and  pay  you  HUGE 
PROFITS  Send  today  for  FREE 
fundraising  kit  including  actual  sample 
cookbook.  Call  or  write  now' 


CALL  TOLL-FREE  1-800/351-7822 

OR  MAIL  COUPON  (In  TN  Call  1-eOO-32S-1994 

Fundcraft  •  Dept.  145 

P.O.  Box  340  •  Collierville,  TN  38017 


Fundcraft  -  Dept.  i4tT 


P  O  Box  340  •  Collierville,  TN  38017 

I  Please  send  FREE  COOKBOOK  fund-raising  plan 
^  without  obligation 


Orgai 


cle,  or  to  give  you  a  step-by-step 
outline  of  the  process. 

Usually,  there  will  be  a  demo- 
graphics study  to  determine 
growth  patterns,  and  a  land 
search  to  determine  if  adequate 
land  is  available  and  if  it  is 
suitable  for  building  a  church 
facility.  Next  the  committee  will 
probably  organize  a  house-to- 
house  canvass  of  the  neighbor- 
hood to  solicit  interested  and 
prospective  members.  Then  the 
group  will  begin  holding  worship 
services,  with  expansion  into 
Sunday  School  and  other  pro- 
grams growing  out  of  the  needs 
of  the  people. 

Research  beginning  of  your  church 

Take  time  to  research  the 
history  of  your  own  church.  If 
charter  members  are  still  living, 
ask  them  to  visit  your  circle  and 
relate  the  struggles  and  joys  of 
beginning  a  new  church.  Did 
your  church  "start  from 
scratch"?  Or  was  it  a  merger  of 
two  or  more  churches?  Did  a 
large  church  in  the  area  serve  as 
the  sponsoring  congregation?  Or 
did  the  presbytery  initiate  the 
endeavor?  Did  a  group  leave 
another  church,  or  denomina- 
tion, to  begin  your  present 
congregation? 

After  the  group  has  articulated 
as  much  of  this  history  as  possi- 
ble, focus  on  the  role  that  women 
had  in  founding  your  congrega- 


tion. What  part  did  they  play? 
What  leadership  roles  did  they 
fill?  How  were  they  helpful  in 
fund-raising  efforts? 

This  would  be  an  appropriate 
place  to  have  a  report  on  Rosa 
Gonzalez,  a  registered  nurse  in 
Puerto  Rico,  who  was  the  moti- 
vating force  behind  the  organiza- 
tion of  a  church  in  Camarones 
which  is  today  being  served  by 
the  Rev.  Mrs.  Migdalis  Misla 
Ordonez. 

The  study  of  Lydia  and  the 
other  founders  of  congregations 
begins,  in  Dr.  Poethig's  opinion, 
with  Galatians  3:27-28.  Have 
someone  read  these  verses.  Ask 
questions  like  the  following: 

(1)  "What  does  it  mean  to  'put 
on  Christ'?"  (2)  "How  is  the 
equality  of  verse  28  lived  out  to- 
day in  society  and  in  the 
church?"  (3)  "How  can  we  as 
women  help  others  move  toward 
equality  as  demonstrated  in  the 
first-century  church?" 

Bible  Study 

With  this  discussion  as 
background  for  the  entire  study, 
move  into  the  other  scripture 
references.  You  may  want  to  use 
Dr.  Poethig's  suggestion  about 
drawing  a  map  and  using  the 
nine  readers.  If  so,  follow  her 
directions  in  the  study  material. 
Or,  your  group  may  like  to 
divide  into  two  groups  to 
research  Acts  16:11-40,  and 
Philippians  2:1-11. 


Berry  awarded  plaque 


The  photo  above  shows  Bob- 
bie Q.  Berry  (left),  the  last 
moderator  of  the  Synod  of 
North  Carolina,  receiving  a  pla- 
que for  her  service  from  the  Rev. 
Z.N.  Holler,  moderator  of  the 


ADDA-PAD 
PEW  UPHOLSTERING 
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North  Carolina  Council,  at  its 
February  meeting.  Ms.  Berry 
was  the  first  black  moderator  of 
the  Synod  of  North  Carolina. 
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Ask  each  group  to  pick  out 
words  and  phrases  that  tell  about 
Lydia's  characteristics  as  a 
church  leader  and  about  the 
church  at  Philippi  as  a  "loving, 
generous  congregation."  What 
were  these  people  doing?  How 
were  they  proclaiming  the  Gospel 
message  to  those  around  them? 
What  ideas  can  we  glean  from 
these  passages  that  would  help 
our  church  today? 

After  these  groups  report  back 
to  the  entire  group,  use  any  or  all 
of  the  questions  in  the  section  en- 
titled "Discussion"  in  the  study 
material. 

Other  women  church  leaders 

Next  you  will  want  to  include 
studies  of  the  other  women  who 
helped  found  congregations  in 
the  early  days  of  the  church. 
Choose  several  of  the  "cards" 
and  "readings"  for  your  circle 
members  to  report  on.  Use  these 
women  and  their  experiences  to 
study  the  concept  of  servanthood 
as  expressed  in  the  Philippians 
passage. 

Another  interesting  study 
would  be  Priscilla's  role  as  a 
teacher  to  Apollos  and  then 
relate  that  experience  to  the  oft- 
quoted  text  in  I  Timothy  2:1 1-15. 
Does  Priscilla's  teaching  reflect 
the  Timothy  passage  or  the  Gala- 
tians 3:28  text?  How  would  you 
answer  today  a  person  who 
quoted  to  you  the  Timothy 
reference? 

Miller  lectures 
on  faith 

Princeton  Seminary  theolog- 
ian Patrick  D.  Miller  Jr.  gave  the 
1988  Willard  Lectures  at  First 
Church  in  Charlotte,  N.C.,  on 
three  days  in  February.  He  lec- 
tured on  the  structure  and  forms 
of  faith. 


Romans  16  Full  of  Examples 

Your  group  may  also  want  to 
study  Romans  16  with  its  long 
list  of  women  who  were  instru- 
mental in  the  organization  and 
implementation  of  churches  in 
the  first  century.  Who  are  the 
"Phoebes"  in  your  church,  or  in 
the  church  at  large?  Who  are 
those  who  "risk  their  necks"  for 
someone's  life?  Who  are  the  ones 
who  have  "the  church  in  their 
house"?  Who  are  the  ones  "who 
create  dissensions  and  difficul- 
ties"? (You  may  not  want  to 
name  names,  but  you  can  cer- 
tainly bring  out  character  traits 
that  are  irritating!) 

This  study  has  been  rich  in 
church  heritage,  and  it  would  be 
well  to  close  the  session  by  using 
the  litany  that  Dr.  Poethig  has 
included.  Just  as  we  have 
brought  to  light  little-known 
women  whose  work  spread  the 
Gospel  and  established  churches, 
so  we  can  now  pause  to  remem- 
ber those  in  our  own  churches 
whose  lives  and  work  have  seved 
as  examples  for  those  who 
followed. 

Perhaps  you  may  even  want  to 
follow  up  this  study  by  sending 
cards  of  thanks  to  those  women 
in  your  own  church  who  have 
been  remembered  during  this  ses- 
sion. What  a  pleasant  surprise  it 
would  be  for  a  homebound  per- 
son, or  one  in  a  nursing  home, 
to  receive  this  card. 
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Faith  &  diplomacy:  conflicts  of  conscience  can  arise 


By  Robert  Page 

The  seventh  Beatitude  in  the 
Sermon  on  the  Mount,  "Blessed 
are  the  peacemakers,  for  they 
shall  be  called  the  children  of 
God,"  represents  one  of  the 
greatest  rewards  of  diplomacy. 
But  a  new  book  on  the  sermon 
suggests  that  religious  faith 
presents  diplomats  with  conflicts 
of  conscience  and  the  possibility 
of  disagreement  with  the  official 
government  line. 

Ambassador  Jack  R.  Perry's 
Light  from  Light:  Meditations 
from  the  Mountainside  uses  a 
weekly  devotional  structure, 
common  sense,  readings  from 
literature,  and  ecumenical 
reminiscences  provided  by  a 
24-year  career  in  the  foreign  ser- 
vice to  illustrate  Jesus's  best- 
remembered  sermon. 

Perry  retired  from  the  foreign 
service  in  1983  and  is  now  direc- 
tor of  the  Dean  Rusk  Program  in 
International  Studies  at  David- 
son College  and  professor  of 
political  science.  His  book  is  a 
collection  of  observations  about 
religion  and  about  the  price  paid 
by  believers  who  live  behind  the 
Iron  Curtain,  stored  up  during  a 
diplomatic  career  that  included 
the  ambassadorship  to  Bulgaria, 
the  number-two  post  in  Czech- 
oslovakia, and  a  long  stint  in 


Ambassador  Jack  R.  Perry 

Moscow. 

"There  is  no  doubt  that  prob- 
lems come  up  for  active  Chris- 
tians who  serve  as  diplomats, 
because  at  times  your  govern- 
ment's policy  seems  at  odds  with 
what  you  think  might  be  a  more 
moral  foreign  policy,"  Perry 
said. 

"With  Vietnam,  for  example, 
I  was  generally  against  our  par- 
ticipation in  the  war.  But  as  a 
diplomat,  I  defended  that  par- 
ticipation often  because  we  were 
serving  in  Paris  and  I  had  to 
debate  with  a  lot  of  Communist 
diplomats.  My  own  conscience, 
frankly,  as  a  Christian,  had  to  be 


pushed  aside  there." 

A  similar  conflict  between 
diplomatic  realism  and  idealistic, 
but  naive,  religious  optimism  is 
sometimes  visible  in  churches  to- 
day, Perry  said. 

"A  lot  of  sincere,  devout 
Christians  believe  very  strongly 
that  we  can  have  good  will  be- 
tween nations  if  we  have  under- 
standing and  if  we  try  hard 
enough  to  get  to  know  each 
other,"  he  said.  "As  a  Christian 
diplomat,  I  have  to  say,  'I'm 
afraid  you're  too  optimistic'  It's 
not  in  the  nature  of  rival  nations, 
especially  great  powers  with  glo- 
bal interests,  to  become  friends 
with  each  other. 

"Therefore,  I  am  sometimes 
forced  to  throw  cold  water  on 
Christian  friends  by  saying,  T 
don't  think  that  the  United  States 
and  the  Soviet  Union  will  be 
friends  during  my  lifetime  or  my 
children's  lifetime.'  " 

In  Light  from  Light,  published 
in  December  1987  by  Zondervan 
Publishing  House  of  Grand 
Rapids,  Mich.,  reminiscences 
from  Perry's  life  in  the  foreign 
service  help  illustrate  the  Sermon 
on  the  Mount,  which  he  has 
divided  into  52  segments.  The 
book  represents  a  break  from 
Perry's  usual  subject  —  foreign 
policy  —  to  concentrate  on  per- 
sonal and  spiritual  lessons. 


Perry  wrote  broadcast  news 
for  the  Associated  Press  before 
joining  the  foreign  service  in 
1959,  and  the  book  makes  ob- 
vious use  of  all  his  storytelling 
skills.  He  writes  about  a  saintly 
housekeeper  from  Guyana  who 
followed  his  family  from  Mos- 
cow to  Paris,  about  pine  cof- 
fins in  the  back  of  Orthodox 
churches  in  the  Soviet  Union, 
about  the  prayer  candles  in  the 
Cathedral  of  Alexander  Nevsky 
in  Sofia,  Bulgaria,  and  about  a 
limousine  ride  in  Prague  before 
a  ceremonial  opening  of  the 
Czechoslovakian  Parliament. 

The  anecdotes  form  lessons 
about  acceptance,  death,  shining 
lights,  and  pride. 

One  of  the  most  obvious  reli- 
gious lessons  provided  by  his 
career  in  the  foreign  service, 
Perry  said,  is  an  appreciation  of 
the  price  paid  by  believers  in 
Communist  countries.  Albania 
has  forbidden  religion  since 
1969,  Czechoslovakia  is  tough  on 
the  Roman  Catholic  Church,  and 
Rumania  and  the  Soviet  Union 
are  oppressive  to  certain 
denominations  and  faiths. 

In  the  Soviet  Union,  Perry 
said,  the  highest  price  is  paid  by 
those  who  attempt  to  convert 
others  to  their  faith.  About  240 
people  are  believed  to  be  in 
Soviet  jails  for  religious  reasons, 


he  said.  But  ordinary  believers 
who  follow  government  rules 
also  pay  a  price. 

"These  people  face  the  fact 
that  this  is  an  atheist  society," 
Perry  said.  "The  Communist 
party  runs  things  and  the  Com- 
munist party  is  officially  atheist, 
and  therefore  if  you  want  to  be 
a  success  in  life,  you  really  need 
to  be  in  the  Communist  party. 
You  can't  do  that  and  be  reli- 
gious. So  you  are  excluded  from 
a  top  position  in  society,  your 
children  are  not  able  to  get  into 
the  best  schools,  and  so  forth, 
because  you  are  a  practicing 
Christian." 

In  other  Communist  countries, 
he  said,  the  situation  has 
brightened:  conditions  for  Chris- 
tians in  China  have  improved, 
the  Roman  Catholic  church  is  in 
good  condition  in  Hungary,  and 
the  Bulgarian  Orthodox  church 
is  treated  with  respect  by  the 
Bulgarian  government. 

Perry  said  Americans  can  help 
believers  in  Communist  countries 
by  supporting  their  efforts  to  ob- 
tain Bibles  and  biblical  literature, 
helping  to  finance  their  church 
projects,  inviting  delegations  to 
visit  the  West,  visiting  them,  pro- 
moting contact  of  all  kinds,  and 
by  bringing  pressure  to  bear  on 
their  governments  to  give  them 
better  conditions. 


Creating  new  synod  is  'the  challenge  of  a  lifetime' 


By  Robert  Milks 
Editor 

In  1987,  the  Rev.  L.V.  Lassiter 
agreed  to  serve  on  a  newly 
formed  group  that  would  try  to 
pull  together  a  newly  forming 
synod  in  this  region.  Newness 
means  opportunity;  it  also  means 
there  are  no  landmarks  to  guide 
one. 

Meanwhile,  remnants  of  the 
old  were  still  in  place,  and  when 
someone  sets  out  to  create  one 
new  organization  out  of  three  old 
ones,  the  persistence  of  the  past 
means  trouble. 

The  Transitional  Council  in- 
deed found  its  greatest  problems 
stemmed  from  precisely  these 
two  elements,  the  new  and  the 
old. 

Lassiter  is  pastor  of  Grace 
Church  in  Winston-Salem,  N.C. 
His  new  peers  elected  him 
moderator  at  the  first  meeting  of 
the  Council. 

"It's  been  the  challenge  of  a 
lifetime,"  Lassiter  said  in  an  in- 


Rev.  L.  V.  Lassiter 

terview.  "That's  no  exaggera- 
tion." 

The  most  difficult  part,  he 
said,  has  been  not  having  a 
model  to  base  decisions  and  pat- 
terns on.  Members  of  the  Coun- 
cil often  had  to  make  up  their 
own  model  as  they  went  along. 

Another  difficulty  initially  was 


territorial  allegiance  to  antece- 
dent synods,  Lassiter  said. 
Troublesome  at  first,  that  prob- 
lem quickly  dissipated. 

"The  job  was  so  big,  we 
couldn't  afford  [such  allegi- 
ance]," he  said. 

Even  so,  the  remnants  of  three 
old  synods  meant  the  Council 
has  had  to  constantly  watch  out 
for  any  unintended  message  the 
slightest  decision  might  convey. 
The  Council  had  nowhere  to  call 
home  —  but  also  three  places  in 
which  to  meet,  any  one  of  which 
it  had  to  avoid  calling  home. 
Those  were  the  offices  of  the 
antecedent  synods  in  Baltimore, 
Roanoke,  and  Raleigh.  Meeting 
too  frequently  in  one  might  cause 
suspicion  of  favoritism  in  pro- 
posing the  future. 

"We  didn't  want  to  do  any- 
thing that  would  overly  en- 
courage or  overtly  insult  any- 
one," Lassiter  said.  "It  really  got 
tight  and  hot  on  several  occa- 
sions. It  was  by  the  grace  of  God 
this  thing  held  together." 


The  thing,  however,  did  hold 
together.  At  the  recent  synod 
meeting,  the  work  of  the  Coun- 
cil and  other  committees  won  of- 
ficial approval.  "We  were  very 
pleased  the  synod  did  confirm  all 
our  work,"  Lassiter  said. 

"Everything  that  we  an- 
ticipated needed  to  be  done  was 
accomplished  at  that  synod 
meeting."  The  meeting  gave  the 
Council  an  anchor,  he  said;  the 
Council  can  now  move  to  the 
next  phase  of  transition.  Its  work 
is  about  one  quarter  done, 
Lassiter  estimated. 

The  meeting  also  established  a 
mood  that  should  help  a  diverse 
synod  come  together,  he  believes. 
He  saw  that  movement  happen 
on  the  Council. 

About  25  people  from  com- 
pletely different  traditions  have 
become  brothers  and  sisters,  he 
said.  "We've  gotten  that  close. 
It  has  transcended  race,  age,  and 
gender." 

Lassiter  himself  grew  up  in 
North  Carolina,  in  Greensboro, 


and  was  a  member  of  the  Synod 
of  the  Piedmont.  He  attended 
North  Carolina  A&T  University 
and  Duke  Divinity  School.  He 
went  to  Yadkin  Church  in 
Mebane,  N.C,  as  student  sup- 
ply, then  became  pastor,  before 
moving  to  Grace  Church  in  1982. 

On  March  12,  he  was  elected 
the  first  moderator  of  the  new 
Presbytery  "B."  In  the  Pied- 
mont, he  had  been  chair  of  the 
Division  of  Mission  and  Min- 
istries and  served  on  the  Council 
and  Synod  Executive 
Committee. 

His  wife,  Carolyn,  is  a  systems 
engineering  manager  for  IBM. 

Lassiter  believes  the  closeness 
the  Transitional  Council  devel- 
oped represents  the  potential  of 
the  Synod  of  the  Mid-Atlantic. 

And  if  his  experience  on  the 
Transitional  Council  has  been  his 
life's  challenge,  "It's  also  been 
the  privilege  of  a  lifetime,"  he 
said. 

"I  hope  it  will  translate  into 
the  experience  of  a  lifetime." 
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Well-known  speakers  set  for  event 


Two  well-known  speakers  in 
the  church  will  address  the  N.C. 
Presbyterian  Women's  Confer- 
ence this  year:  the  Rev.  Joan 
Salmon  Campbell  and  the  Rev. 
Paul  Eckel.  The  conference  will 
be  held  in  two  identical  sessions 
at  Montreat,  N.C,  June  5-8  and 
8-11.  Women  can  attend  either 
one. 

Ms.  Salmon  Campbell  will  be 
an  inspirational  speaker  and  lead 
a  workshop  on  prayer.  Eckel  will 
be  an  inspirational  speaker  and 
lead  a  workshop  on  personal 
devotional  life  and  personal  Bi- 
ble study. 

Now  associate  executive  for 
mission  program  with  Phila- 
delphia Presbytery,  Ms.  Salmon 
Campbell  holds  theological 
degrees  from  Inter-Met  Seminary 
and  Central  America  University. 

She  has  served  churches  in 
Kansas  City  and  was  assistant 


Rev.  Joan  Salmon  Campbell 


pastor  at  St.  Mark  Church  in 
Rockville,  Md.,  associate  pastor 
of  Takoma  Park  Church  in 
Washington,  D.C.,  and  interim 
pastor  of  Arlington  Church  in 
Virginia. 

Ms.  Salmon  Campbell  was  a 
candidate  for  moderator  of  the 
General  Assembly  last  year. 

Eckel  is  pastor  of  First  Church 


Rev.  Paul  Eckel 


in  Atlanta,  Ga.  He  graduated 
from  the  University  of  Maryland 
and  holds  theological  degrees 
from  Princeton  Seminary  and 
San  Francisco  Seminary.  He  also 
studied  at  New  College  at  the 
University  of  Edinburgh. 

He  served  as  pastor  of 
Buchanan  Church  in  Virginia 
and  Grace  Church  in  Springfield, 
Va.,  as  well  as  in  Columbia,  S.C. 
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Consultation  to 
consider  mission 


One  of  the  strong  emphases  of 
the  Synod  of  the  Mid- Atlantic  as 
it  has  organized  has  been  part- 
nership, particularly  between  the 
synod  and  its  prebyteries.  The 
structural  design  adopted  at  the 
synod  meeting  recently  divides 
mission  into  synod-based  and 
presbytery-based  mission,  with 
the  synod  and  presbyteries  to 
negotiate  what  the  synod  will  do 
in  presbytery-based  mission. 

In  early  May,  Presbyterians  in 
the  region  will  take  a  step  toward 
carrying  out  that  idea  of  partner- 
ship. Representatives  of  the 
synod  and  the  presbyteries  will 
meet  in  a  "mission  consultation" 
May  6-7,  at  Roslyn  Conference 
Center  in  Richmond,  Va.  The 
meeting  will  center  on  the  nature 
of  partnerships  in  ministry  in  the 
synod. 

"This  one  will  be  about  mis- 
sion in  the  general  sense,"  said 
the  Rev.  Lowelle  Simms,  transi- 
tional executive  director,  in  an 
interview.  Later,  he  added, 
Presbyterians  in  the  region  will 
need  to  hold  a  consultation  on 
how  to  fund  mission. 

The  group  that  planned  the 
consultation  set  out  several  ob- 


jectives for  it,  including  deciding 
principles  and  ways  of  forming 
partnerships  between  one 
presbytery  and  the  synod,  among 
several  presbyteries,  and  between 
the  synod  and  a  group  of 
presbyteries;  recognizing  current 
feelings  about  such  partnerships; 
and  proposing  new  models  for 
partnership  in  the  region. 

Simms  said  he  hopes  some  of 
the  discussion  at  the  meeting  will 
concern  style  of  partnership  in 
general,  while  others  will  pin- 
point specific  programs  par- 
ticipants believe  the  synod  and 
presbyteries  should  engage  in 
in  specific  ways. 

"What  it  ends  up  being  about 
depends  on  the  models  people 
bring,"  he  said.  Organizers  ask- 
ed participants  to  be  ready  to 
describe  examples  of  partnership 
they  have  experienced  or  believe 
should  be  formed. 

Specific  proposals  could 
emerge  from  the  meeting. 
"Whatever  decisions  we  arrive  at 
at  the  consultation  will  then  be 
taken  to  presbytery  councils  and 
the  Transitional  Council  for  their 

See  CONSULTATION,  page  16 


Broadening  presbytery 
pages  being  discussed 


A  communication  and  ste- 
wardship committee  for  the 
Synod  of  the  Mid-Atlantic  is 
considering  the  issue  of  presby- 
tery pages  in  The  Presbyterian 
News.  It  now  carries  pages  of  six 
presbyteries  in  North  Carolina, 
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as  it  has  for  several  years;  the 
committee  wants  to  broaden  the 
oppoortunity  to  other 
presbyteries  throughout  the 
synod  to  have  pages,  if  they 
wish. 

How  best  to  go  about  this 
broadening  is  under  discussion. 
One  alternative  being  considered 
would  be  to  have  a  12-page  edi- 
tion of  the  paper,  rather  than  16, 
with  a  presbytery  having  the 
back  page,  if  it  wished,  and 
receiving  only  its  page,  not  those 
of  other  presbyteries. 

Another  option  would  be  to 
expand  the  paper  beyond  16 
pages  to  accommodate  addi- 
tional presbytery  pages.  In  that 
case  all  readers  would  receive  all 
participating  presbytery  pages. 

The  committee  hopes  to  reach 
a  decision  soon  and  recommend 
an  action  to  the  Transitional 
Council. 

Meanwhile,  any  presbyteries 
not  now  participating  but  in- 
terested in  doing  so  should  con- 
tact editor  Robert  Milks,  P.O. 
Box  10785,  Raleigh,  N.C.  27605 
(telephone  919-834-4379). 
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The  map  shows  the  boundaries  of  the  live  new  presbyteries  in  North  Carolina 


N.C.  presbyteries  hold  1st 
assemblies,  Va.  votes  on  plan 


The  10  presbyteries  in  North 
Carolina  from  the  two  former 
denominations  are  holding 
organizing  assemblies  to  create 
five  new  presbyteries,  which  will 
officially  come  into  being  at  the 
start  of  1989.  Meanwhile,  five 
Virginia  presbyteries  are  voting 
in  April  (or  March)  on  proposals 
for  three  new  presbyteries  in  that 
state;  voting  will  be  completed  by 
April  26. 

The  map  above  shows  the  five 
new  presbyteries  to  be  formed  in 
North  Carolina.  Our  next  issue 


will  carry  a  map  of  new 
presbytery  outlines  in  Virginia,  if 
current  presbyteries  approve  the 
proposal. 

National  Capital  Presbytery 
will  remain  the  same,  as  will  the 
two  presbyteries  in  Maryland 
and  Delaware,  Baltimore,  and 
New  Castle  Presbyteries,  and 
two  in  Virginia,  Shenandoah  and 
Abingdon. 

Details  about  some  of  the 
organizing  assemblies  in  North 
Carolina  are  on  some  of  the 
presbytery  pages  in  this  issue.  At 


those  assemblies,  representatives 
are  electing  transitional  commit- 
tees to  develop  a  mission  state- 
ment, an  office  location,  and  a 
name  for  each  new  presbytery,  as 
well  as  priorities,  structure,  and 
funding. 

The  transitional  committees 
will  work  throughout  1988, 
preparing  for  the  formation  of 
the  new  presbyteries  at  the  start 
of  next  year. 

Representative  of  the  presby- 

See  PRESBYTERIES,  page  16 


Men's  Conference  in  Va. 
to  focus  on  *  answering  call' 


Rev.  Ben  Johnson 

"Answering  the  Call"  will  be 
the  theme  of  the  44th  annual 
Presbyterian  Men's  Conference, 
to  be  held  at  Massenetta  Springs 
Conference  Center  in  Virginia 
July  15-17.  The  conference's 
purpose  in  to  "learn,  share  and 
grow  in  Jesus  Christ"  to  enable 
men  to  better  answer  his  call. 

Leaders  for  the  weekend  are 
the  Rev.  Ben  Johnson,  the  Rev. 
David  Chadwick,  and  the  Rev. 
Douglas  Oldenburg.  Johnson  is 
professor  of  evangelism  and 
church  growth  at  Columbia 
Seminary  and  is  well  known  for 
leading  worshops  on  evangelism. 
Chadwick  is  pastor  of  Forest  Hill 
Church  in  Charlotte,  N.C, 
which  has  grown  from  300  to 
1200  members  in  the  eight  years 
of  his  pastorate.  Oldenburg  is 
president  of  Columbia  Seminary; 
he  served  pastorates  in  Lynch- 


Rev.  David  Chadwick 

burg,  Va.,  Elkins,  W.  Va.,  and 
Charlotte,  N.C. 

The  conference  will  include 
recreation,  fellowship,  and  wor- 
ship. Kemper  Bausell  will  direct 
music  for  the  conference.  The 
Rev.  Edward  A.  McLeod  will 
lead  the  communion  service. 

Bausell  is  a  choir  director  and 
band  director  in  Grundy,  Va. 
McLeod  is  pastor  of  King's 
Grant  Church  in  Virginia  Beach, 
Va. 

The  conference  will  begin  with 
dinner  on  July  12,  followed  by 
evening  plenary  sessions,  discus- 
sion groups,  and  singing  and 
fellowship. 

The  next  morning  will  begin 
with  a  sunrise  devotion,  then 
breakfast  and  plenary  sessions 
and  discussion  groups.  The  after- 
noon will  be  free  for  recreation. 
The  night  of  the  16th  will  include 


Rev.  Douglas  Oldenburg 

a  business  session  and  more 
plenary  discussion,  and  singing. 

The  17th  will  again  start  with 
a  sunrise  devotion.  Following 
communion  and  breakfast,  there 
will  be  a  panel  discussion  and 
plenary  sessions. 

There  are  three  accommoda- 
tion plans,  which  all  include  the 
registration  fee  and  meals  in  the 
cost:  A — room  with  shared  bath, 
$80  by  June  15,  $90  afterwards; 
B— room  with  hall  bath,  $68, 
$78;  C — motel  off-campus, 
$115,  $125.  The  cost  of  meals 
only,  including  registration,  is 
$47,  and  $57.  Registration  only 
is  $15  before  June  12,  then  $25. 

For  a  registration  form,  con- 
tact Presbyterian  Men,  P.O.  Box 
2010,  Romney,  W.  Va.  26757. 

Recreation  activil  ie 
volleyball,  softbas1 
tennis,  golf,  and 
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Presbytery  'A' 
pastors  hold  retreat 

Pastors  from  the  new 
Presbytery  "A"  in  North 
Carolina  met  in  a  two-day 
retreat  at  the  Episcopal  con- 
ference at  Kanuga  near  Hen- 
dersonville  in  late  February. 
Several  pastors  organized  the 
meeting,  which  helped  mini- 
sters get  to  know  each  other. 
Parts  of  three  current  presby- 
teries will  form  the  new  one. 

Banker  named  to 
new  Queens  job 

Dr.  Steve  Cloniger  has  been 
named  vice-president  for 
enrollment  management  at 
Queens  College.  The  new  of- 
fice will  encompass  admis- 
sions and  financial  aid,  re- 
cruiting, and  retention. 
Cloniger  will  try  to  increase 
enrollment,  emphasizing  mi- 
nority recruitment  and 
athletics. 

He  was  a  training  officer 
with  First  Union  National 
Bank. 

GA  offers  toll-free 
phone  info  service 

The  Stewardship  and 
Communication  Development 
Ministry  Unit  in  Louisville  has 
begun  a  new  information 
service  via  toll-free  tele- 
phone. The  number  is 
1-800-UP2DATE  (832-3283). 

Its  hours  are  Monday- 
Friday,  10:30  a.m. -noon  and 
1:30-3:00  p.m.,  Eastern  time. 

Lecture  series 
honors  Mullins 

First  Church  in  Greens- 
boro, N.C.,  is  establishing  the 
Joe  and  Betty  Mullin  Preach- 
ing and  Teaching  Forum  to 
bring  a  distinguished  preacher 
or  teacher  to  the  church  for  an 
annual  lecture  series.  The 
forum  honors  the  retiring 
pastor  and  his  wife,  who  have 
been  at  the  church  since  1971. 
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Evangelism  will  be  the  subject 
for  the  1988  North  Carolina 
Men's  Conference,  to  be  held 
June  24-26  at  Lees-McRae  Col- 
lege in  Banner  Elk,  N.C.  The 
conference  theme  will  be  "Faith 
Discovery";  Dr.  Ben  Johnson 
will  lead  the  program.  He  is  pro- 
fessor of  evangelism  at  Colum- 
bia Seminary. 

In  addition  to  Johnson's  pro- 
gram, there  will  be  workshops, 
singing,  fellowship,  and  worship. 

The  meeting  is  intended  as  a 
family  event.  Saturday  afternoon 
will  be  free  for  recreation  or 


i 


i 


sightseeing.  Women  are  invited 
to  attend  plenary  sessions  and 
workshops. 

Registration  begins  at  2:00 
p.m.  the  first  day,  with  dinner  at 
6:00  and  the  first  session  at  7:30. 

Cost  for  the  weekend  is  $45, 
which  includes  two  nights  lodg- 
ing and  six  meals.  For  children 
aged  five  to  12,  the  cost  is  $36 
each;  there  is  no  charge  for 
children  four  years  old  or 
younger. 

Registration  for  the  event  is 
$15  for  men  and  $12  for  women. 
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A  long-range  master  plan 
being  developed  for  Massa- 
netta Springs  Conference 
Center  in  Virginia  recom- 
mends turning  the  focus  of  the 
center  toward  the  springs, 
renovating  the  rooms,  adding 
private  baths,  remodeling  the 
kitchen  and  dining  room,  and 
building  fully  equipped  hill- 


side cottages  for  group  use. 

Massanetta  Springs  was  the 
conference  center  of  the 
Synod  of  the  Virginias.  It  has 
been  a  Presbyterian  confer- 
ence center  since  1922.  The 
center  offers  programs  year- 
round  and  hosts  church  and 
educational  groups. 


The  hotel  was  built  about 
1910. 

In  March  1987,  the  Confer- 
ence Center  retained  the  Rich- 
mond architectural  firm  of 
Marcellus  Wright,  Cox,  and 
Smith  to  develop  the  master 
plan.  The  architects  studied 
Massanetta's  facilities,  set- 
ting, program,  and  mission. 


They  presented  a  first  draft  to 
Massanetta's  trustees  in 
November  and  a  revised  draft 
in  March.  The  board's  Long- 
Range  Planning  Committee 
will  study  the  plan  before  the 
architects  prepare  a  final 
version. 


Art  in  the  Church,  spirituality  in  nursing 
highlight  Montreat  schedule  in  May 


Celebrating  the  arts  in  the 
church  will  be  the  theme  of  the 
Arts  and  Theology  Conference 
at  Montreat  Conference  Ceenter, 
May  23-27.  The  event  will  center 
on  using  the  arts  more  effectively 
in  the  church. 

The  conference  will  include 
worship,  information  sessions, 
field  trips,  displays,  and  artists' 
demonstrations.  Workshops  will 
deal  with  the  visual  arts,  preach- 
ing as  art,  and  other  subjects. 

Leaders:  The  Rev.  Harry 
Daniel,  pastor  of  Decatur 
Church  in  Georgia,  worship 
leader;  the  Rev.  Vin  Harwell, 
pastor  of  Mount  Vernon  Church 
in  Alexandria,  Va.,  music  leader. 

Cost  and  registration:  Regis- 
tration costs  $85,  which  covers 
materials.  Registrations  must  be 
postmarked  seven  days  before 
the  conference.  For  information 
on  housing,  contact  Montreat 
Conference  Center,  P.O.  Box 
969,  Montreat,  N.C.  28757  (tele- 
phone 704-669-2911). 

A  wholistic  approach  to  health 
care  will  be  the  focus  of  "Images 
of  Hope:  Spirituality  and  Nurs- 
ing Practice,"  an  Evelyn  Green 
Retreat  for  Christian  Disciple- 
ship  at  Montreat  Conference 
Center  May  16-19.  The  retreat 
will  focus  on  the  growth  of  faith 
and  assessing  patients'  spiritual 
needs. 

Leader:  The  Rev.  Emily 
Chandler,  R.N.,  former  director 
of  the  Psychiatric  Nursing 
Department  of  Health  and  Hos- 
pitals with  the  city  of  Boston, 
now  doctoral  candidate  at  the 
School  of  Theology  in  Clare- 
mont,  Cal. 

Cost  and  registration:  Regis- 
tration costs  $70;  registrations 
must  be  postmarked  at  least 
seven  days  before  the  retreat 
begins.  For  information  on  hous- 
ing, contact  Montreat  Confer- 
ence Center,  P.O.  Box  969, 


Montreat,  N.C.  28757  (tele- 
phone: 704-669-2911). 

Computers  in  the  church  will 
be  the  topic  of  the  third  annual 
Computer  Applications  for  Min- 
istry Conference,  to  be  held  at 
the  Hilton  Hotel  in  Southfield, 
Mich.,  May  19-21.  The  confer- 
ence is  intended  for  both  novices 
and  experienced  computer  users. 

A  number  of  denominations 
are  sponsoring  the  meeting,  in- 
cluding the  Presbyterian  Church 
(U.S.A.). 

In  addition  to  plenary  sessions, 
there  will  be  workshops,  interest 
groups,  and  an  exhibit  hall  with 
booths  on  software,  hardware, 
and  on-line  information  services. 

Cost  and  registration:  The 
cost  to  Presbyterians  is  $90  for 
registration.  For  more  informa- 
tion and  a  registration  form, 
contact  JSAC/CAMCON,  475 
Riverside  Drive,  Suite  450,  New 
York,  N.Y.  10115. 

Conferences 

On  the  premise  that  in  a  demo- 
cracy, all  citizens  have  the  right 
to  help  form  foreign  policy, 
Shaping  the  Debate:  A  National 
Seminar  on  U.S.  Foreign  Policy 
in  the  Post-Reagan  Era  will  take 
place  May  19-21  at  Capitol  Hill 
United  Methodist  Church  in 
Washington,  D.C.  Sponsors  are 
the  Center  for  Global  Education 
and  National  IMPACT,  an  ecu- 
menical organization  to  which 
the  Presbyterian  Church  (U.S.A.) 
belongs. 

Organizers  intend  the  confer- 
ence to  expand  the  debate  on 
foreign  policy  to  subjects  not  yet 
examined.  Speakers  and  work- 
shops will  center  on  U.S.  policy 
in  Central  America  and  the 
Caribbean  and  the  Philippines, 
though  there  will  be  some 
broader  topics. 


Cost  and  registration:  The  fee 
is  $75  ($80  after  May  1),  which 
covers  all  sessions  and  a  recep- 
tion but  not  meals  or  housing. 
For  information  on  housing  and 
to  register,  call  (612)  330-1159. 

A  roundtable  on  Religion, 
Politics,  and  the  Media  will  con- 
sider to  what  extent  religion 
should  influence  politics,  what 
the  proper  role  of  religious  in- 
stitutions and  leaders  is  in  poli- 
tical campaigns,  and  how  the 
media  should  treat  religion  in 
politics.  Sponsor  will  be  People 
for  the  American  Way  in  North 
Carolina. 

The  meeting  will  be  at  700  S. 
Salisbury  St.  in  Raleigh  May  12. 

Leaders:  Participants  in  the 
roundtable  include  moderator 
Fred  Graham,  journalist  and 
lawyer;  Jeffrey  Hadden,  author- 
ity on  religious  and  social 
movements;  and  six  North  Caro- 
lina political  and  religious 
leaders,  including  former  Char- 
lotte Mayor  Harvey  Gantt  and 
Rep.  Coy  Privette. 

Cost:  Registration  fee  is  $15. 
For  more  information,  call  (919) 
833-1222. 

Continuing  education  in 
church  and  community  leader- 
ship in  the  Appalachian  region 
will  be  offered  in  the  20th  Ap- 
palachian Regional  School  for 
Church  Leaders,  June  28-July  2 
and  July  4-8  in  Morgantown, 
W.  Va.  The  school  is  for  lay 
leaders  and  ministers  and  offers 
15  courses. 

Sponsors  are  the  Commission 
on  Religion  in  Appalachia  and 
West  Virginia  University. 

Cost:  Tuiton  is  $195  for  both 
full-time  (two  weeks)  and  part- 
time  (one  week)  participation. 
Room  and  board  costs  $200  for 
each  full-time  participant  and 
$100  for  each  part-time  one. 

Course  selection  cannot  be 


guaranteed  after  May  16.  For  a 
registration  form  or  more  infor- 
mation, contact  Commission  on 
Religion  in  Appalachia,  P.O. 
Box  10867,  Knoxville,  Tenn. 
37939-0867  (telephone 
615-584-6133). 

The  spiritual  journeys  of  wo- 
men as  told  in  the  writings  of 
women  will  be  the  focus  of  Tell- 
ing Our  Stories:  Women,  Lan- 
guage, and  Spiritual  Journey,  to 
be  held  May  29-31  at  the  Epis- 
copal Conference  Center  in 
Browns  Summit,  N.C.  Sponsor 
is  the  Resource  Center  for 
Women  and  Ministry  in  the 
South. 

There  will  be  workshops,  a 
panel,  music,  and  worship. 

Cost:  The  fee  is  $75,  which  in- 
cludes lodging  and  six  meals.  For 
more  information,  contact  the 
Resource  Center  for  Women  and 
Ministry  in  the  South,  200  East 
Bessemer  Ave.,  Greensboro, 
N.C.  27401  (telephone 
919-272-0844). 

Bricks  fund  center 

A  Presbyterian  college  is  using 
an  imaginative  campaign  to  raise 
money  for  a  new  building.  Lees- 
McRae  College  is  offering  peo- 
ple the  chance  to  buy  a  brick  to 
help  fund  a  new  student  activities 
center. 

One  brick  cost  $2.50;  100,000 
bricks  are  for  sale.  The  building 
will  cost  $1.9  million,  including 
an  endowment  for  operating 

costs. 

The  theme  of  the  campaign  is 
"Through  Mortar  and  Bricks— 
An  Investment  in  People." 


Deadline 

The  deadline  for  receiving 
both  ads  and  material  contri- 
buted for  articles  is  the  first 
Wednesday  of  each  month. 


Men's  Conference 
Registration  Form 


COMPLETE  AND  MAIL  TO: 

Wilson  Knox,  16516  Old  Statesville  Rd.,  Huntersville,  N.C.  28078 

□  Enroll  me  for  the  Synod  Men's  Conference  and  find  enclosed  my  $15.00 
registration  fee.  ($12.00  for  women) 

□  Reserve  room  and  board  for  me/us.  I/we  will  need  room(s)  for   persons 

at  $45.00  each  person  for  the  weekend,  meals  and  linen  included. 

□  My  wife  (and  _  children)  will  come  with  me.  (Include  these  in  the  number  of 
persons  above.) 

□  Check  here  if  first-floor  accommodations  are  essential.  (Limited  number 
available.) 

I  am  interested  in  the  following  Saturday  activities:  (  )  Sightseeing  Bus  Trips;  (  ) 
Swimming;  (  )  Tennis;  (  )  Golf;  (  )  Hiking  are  available. 

NAME   

ADDRESS  '.  


CHURCH 


PRESBYTERY . 


MAKE  ALL  CHECKS  PAYABLE  TO  '  SYNOD'S  MEN'S  CONFERENCE" 
All  conferees  should  bring  an  extra  blanket  and  pillow,  and  Bible.  Please  check  if  you  need  babysit- 
ting services  and  fill  in  ages  of  children  (  )  (Ages) 


Cross  to  head  Foundation; 
Fred  Stair  retires  as  director 


Geoffry  R.  Cross  has  been 
elected  president  and  chief  ex- 
ecutive of  the  Presbyterian  Foun- 
dation. He  will  assume  full  duties 
June  15,  succeeding  acting  presi- 
dent W.  Terry  Young  of  Char- 
lotte, N.C. 

Meanwhile,  the  Rev.  Fred  R. 


Stair,  executive  director  of  the 
Charlotte  office  of  the  Founda- 
tion, has  retired.  Stair  was  .ex- 
ecutive director  of  the  Founda- 
tion of  the  old  Presbyterian 
Church  U.S.  and  was  one  of  two 
directors  after  reunion. 


Massanetta  Springs 

P.O.  Box  1286,  Harrisonburg,  Virginia  22801 


They 
Need  Not 
Walk  Alone" 


. . .  It  Takes  A  Good  Strong 
Foundation 

Without  a  Will,  your  money 
and  possessions  will  not 
automatically  go  to  your 
spouse,  children,  loved  ones. 
Your  assets  will  fall  under 
the  control  of  the  state. 
Unaware  of  your  wishes,  and 
without  regard  for  special 
circumstances,  the  state  can 
make  decisions  based  on 
whatever  the  law  dictates. 

Help  secure  your  family's 
future  by  making  your  Will 
now.  The  Presbyterian 
Church  (U.S.A.)  Foundation 
offers  a  pamphlet  that  can 
make  the  process  easier  for 
you.  It  tells  how,  by  including 
a  bequest  to  the  Church,  you 
can  extend  your  stewardship 
—and  the  good  it  can  do- 
beyond  tomorrow. 

Write  today.  Presbyerian 
Church  (U.S.A.)  Foundation, 
312  West  Trade  Street, 
Suite  400, 
Charlotte, 
NC  28202. 


Presbyterian  Church 
(U.S.A.)  Foundation 

New  York,  New  York  •  Charlotte.  North  Carolina 


May  1  is  Wills  Emphasis  Sunday 
in  the  Presbyterian  Church  (U.S.A.). 
A  Wills  Emphasis  Packet  is  available 
through  the  Foundation 
to  help  your  church. 
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Rites  of  spring  symbolize  life  of  church  in  this  region 


•  The  robins  on  the  lawn. 

•  The  migration  of  the  geese  north- 
ward. 

•  The  migration  of  college  students 
toward  the  southeast  packing  the 
beaches  and  the  resorts  for  surf  and 
relaxation. 

•  The  roads  packed  with  travelers  for 
the  Easter  holidays. 

•  The  small  green  sprouts  beginning  to 
appear  on  the  trees  and  poking  up 
through  the  ground. 

•  The  opening  day  of  the  baseball 
season. 

A  list  of  things  all  occurring  just 
about  Easter  and  symbolizing  the  end  of 
winter  and  the  dreary  cold  weather.  The 
end  of  being  shut  away  for  warmth  and 
the  end  of  the  time  when  plants  have 
largely  been  closed  away  to  protect  them 
from  the  cold.  All  are  reaching  for  the 
warmth  and  light  of  spring.  Everywhere 
are  the  signs  of  new  birth  and  regenera- 
tion. Just  the  rites  of  spring! 

There  is  meaningful  symbolism  in  this 
for  all  of  us.  It  is  spring  in  the  life  of 
the  Church  in  this  region.  As  spring 
symbolizes  new  birth  and  new  begin- 


By 

Carroll 
Jenkins 


nings,  we  are  in  the  spring  of  our  life 
together  as  a  new  synod.  We  are  a  new 
synod,  the  Synod  of  the  Mid-Atlantic. 

Never  again  can  we  be  the  Synods  of 
North  Carolina,  the  Piedmont,  and  the 
Virginias.  We  are  more  than  any  of  us 
were  separately  and  I  am  excited  by  the 
possibilities  that  lie  before  us  as  we  move 
forward  together. 

Just  as  spring  symbolizes  newness, 
regeneration,  and  new  birth  in  the 
world,  it  is  spring  in  our  synod.  Newness 
can  be  found  in:  new  hope  for  our  synod 
—  the  rekindling  of  the  visions  of  what 
the  Church  could  become  in  our  region 
as  we  live  out  the  meaning  of  church  — 
the  people  of  God  in  ministry  and  ser- 
vice to  and  with  a  diverse  community. 


A  community  where  many  need  to  see 
the  love  and  compassion  of  God  re- 
vealed through  us  rather  than  spoken  in 
nice  words  or  poetic  sayings. 

New  possibilities  and  challenges  are 
now  before  us  as  we  look  at  areas  not 
served  before:  an  expansion  of  Korean- 
American  ministries;  Native  American 
evangelism;  community  and  church 
building  with  the  diverse  racial-ethnic 
communities;  the  expansion  and  growth 
in  the  funding  of  mission  in  our  areas; 
presbyteries  and  the  synod  working 
together  in  new  ways  trying  new  things 
to  respond  to  new  attitudes,  concerns, 
and  needs. 

We  are  yet  experiencing  new  birth  and 
regeneration  as  we  maintain  those  things 
that  have  been  an  important  part  of  our 
life  and  ministry  as  separate  synods.  Our 
ministries  to  and  with  colleges,  institu- 
tions, small  churches,  and  prisons  have 
been  exciting  and  will  continue  to  be  an 
important  and  growing  area  of  our  new 
life. 

I  enjoy  spring  because  of  the  rites  but 
also  because  I  always  look  forward  to 
the  newness  of  life's  situation  and  the 


opportunities  that  come  with  hope, 
regeneration,  and  rebirth.  God  dwelling 
in  us  does  make  each  of  us  new  creations 
and,  when  possible,  continual  messen- 
gers of  spring. 

We  are  children  of  the  light! 

Editor's  note:  The  Rev.  Carroll 
Jenkins  served  as  executive  of  the  old 
Synod  of  the  Piedmont  from  1981  until 
it  became  part  of  the  Synod  of  the  Mid- 
Atlantic.  He  is  administrator  of  the 
Baltmore  office  of  the  Synod  of  the 
Mid-Atlantic  during  the  transitional 
year. 

Jenkins  was  born  in  Chicago  and  raised 
in  South  Carolina  and  Philadelphia.  He 
graduated  from  Johnson  C.  Smith  Uni- 
versity and  Conwell  School  of  Theology 
at  Temple  University.  He  was  a  social 
worker  with  Pennsylvania's  Department 
of  Public  Welfare,  then  director  of 
Christian  education  and  later  assistant 
pastor  of  First  African  Presbyterian 
Church  in  Philadelphia. 

Later,  he  served  as  pastor  of  Fifth 
Church  in  Chester,  Pa.,  and  then 
associate  executive  of  Philadelphia 
Presbytery. 


'Gathering  of  Christians'  offers  workshops,  prayer 


The  "Gathering  of  Chris- 
tians" that  will  bring  Christians 
from  various  traditions  together 
in  May  will  offer  26  forums  and 
53  workshops,  the  former  to  con- 
sider religious  and  social  issues 
and  the  latter  focusing  on  spe- 
cific topics  and  aiming  toward 
individual  action.  The  forums 
will  involve  200  to  300  people, 


the  workshops  20  to  50. 

The  "Gathering"  will  be  held 
May  21-25  in  Arlington,  Tex.;  it 
will  include  Protestant,  Roman 
Catholic,  Evangelical,  and  Or- 
thodox Christians.  The  meeting 
is  based  on  the  Kirchentag, 
which  brings  together  about 
140,000  Christians  of  different 
traditions  every  other  year  in 


West  Germany.  Organizers  hope 
to  repeat  the  American  Gather- 
ing regularly  if  the  first  one 
succeeds. 

The  event's  theme  is  "Pente- 
cost 1988:  No  Longer  Strangers." 
The  organizers  hope  to  draw 
3,000  people. 

There  will  also  be  daily  "Ex- 
plorations in  Spirituality,"  which 


will  involve  forms  of  prayer  from 
the  different  traditions.  The 
week  will  offer  about  15  such 
sessions. 

Each  Christian  tradition  has 
created  unique  forms  of  prayer 
in  response  to  specific  secular 
and  spiritual  needs,  organizers 
said;  experiencing  the  prayer  of 
another  tradition  can  be  a  power- 


ful means  of  understanding  and 
appreciating  that  tradition,  they 
said. 

Information  on  the  meeting  is 
available  from  Pentecost  1988: 
No  Longer  Strangers,  the  Na- 
tional Council  of  Churches,  475 
Riverside  Drive,  Room  853,  New 
York,  N.Y.  10115  (telephone 
212-870-2081). 


The  secret  for  catching 
successful  living 


A  young  man  was  fishing  off  an  em- 
bankment of  a  river.  He  was  not  hav- 
ing much  luck.  It  was  a  cool  yet  bright 
sunshiny  day.  Occasionally  he  would 
find  himself  falling  asleep  —  giving 
way  to  the  warmth  of  the  sun  on  his 
face  and  the  rhythmic  enchanting 
sounds  of  the  flowing  river. 

He  noticed  an  old  man  fishing  down 
the  river  about  a  hundred  feet.  The  old 
man  appeared  to  have  caught  over  the 
limit.  It  seemed  like  every  time  he  cast 
his  rod,  within  a  few  seconds  he  would 
make  another  catch.  After  experienc- 
ing this  for  a  while,  the  young  man 
became  irritable — since  he  was  catch- 
ing nothing  off  the  very  same  embank- 
ment. 

The  old  man  turned  to  the  young 
man,  "I  would  share  some  of  my  catch 
with  you  —  but  I  know  you  would 
rather  catch  them  yourself."  Right!" 
exclaimed  the  young  man.  "But  tell  me 
sir,  what  is  your  secret?  How  do  you 
manage  to  catch  so  much  while  I  catch 
nothing?" 

The  old  man  pulled  his  line  from  the 
river,  sat  next  to  the  young  man  and 
began  exhorting  him:  "Education  is 
the  secret!  But  more  important  than 
what  you  have  learned  is... its  applica- 
tion. You  see,  a  lot  of  people  have 
facts  and  information,  but  the  reason 
why  they  catch  little  or  nothing  is 
because  they  do  not  apply  what  they 
know.  Each  is  as  important  as  the 
other. 

"Pay  attention!  young  man,  be- 
cause the  secret  I  share  with  you  is  ap- 
plicable to  all  of  life.  Those  who  are 
successful  at  living  know  the  impor- 
tance of  this  secret;  they  know  the  im- 
portance of  a  sound  education  and  its 
application.  And  incidentally,  educa- 
tion is  not  just  what  you  experience  in 
the  classroom  —  sometimes  the  best 
education  comes  from  outside  the 
walls  of  the  ivory  towers. 

"First  lesson:  Be  patient!  Plan  for 
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the  future  but  be  careful  not  to  be  so 
preoccupied  with  it  that  you  fail  to 
catch  the  sacredness  of  your  present 
moments.  If  what  you  are  trying  to 
catch  is  right  —  it  will  come  in  due 
time.  In  the  meantime  enjoy  all  present 
moments!  Enjoy  the  sounds  of  the 
river,  the  singing  of  the  birds,  the  fall- 
ing of  autumn  leaves,  the  warmth  of 
sunshine  on  a  cool  day. 

"Second  lesson:  Be  at  peace  with  all 
of  God's  creation,  remembering  all  life 
comes  from  God.  Any  disharmony 
you  practice  will  cost  you  in  ways  you 
will  never  be  able  to  comprehend  or 
measure.  If  for  some  reason  you  must 
be  critical  of  someone  —  first  walk  a 
hundred  miles  in  their  shoes,  then  you 
will  be  so  sensitized  you  will  be  kind 
in  your  criticism.  You  will  always  get 
good  mileage  from  kindness,  while 
cruelty  will  drive  people  away  and 
make  enemies. 

"Third  lesson:  Pay  attention  to  your 
dreams,  for  in  them  you  will  find  the 
spirit  trying  to  get  your  attention  —  to 
share  with  you  some  valuable  informa- 
tion which  will  be  instructive  for  your 
living." 

It  was  at  this  point  that  the  young 
man  was  awakened  by  the  towing  at 
his  line.  To  his  amazement  he  had 
caught  the  largest  fish  ever  caught  in 
the  river.  He  turned  to  show  the  old 
man  his  catch,  but  he  had  vanished. 

Tyrone  Burkette  is  president-elect  of 
Barber-Scotia  College  in  Concord, 
N.C. 


COMMENTARY 


Praise  for  Kraemer's  column 


This  household  enjoys  Dr. 
Kraemer's  commentary  a  great  deal. 
Please  keep  him  writing  for 
Presbyterian  News.  His  writings  are 


the  first  thing  we  turn  to  when  the 
News  arrives. 

William  and  Marguerite  Huey 

Charlotte 


You  cannot  answer 
all  the  questions 


"Then  Job  answered  the  Lord: 
'Behold,  I  am  of  small  account;  what 
shall  I  answer  thee?  I  lay  my  hand  on 
my  mouth.  I  have  spoken  once,  and  I 
will  not  answer;  twice,  but  I  will  pro- 
ceed no  further.'  " 

Job  40:3-5 

Why? 

Job  and  his  friends  had  brought 
forth  every  answer  which  they  knew. 
They  had  tried  every  way  they  knew  to 
satisfy  their  question  of  why  a  man  as 
good  and  righteous  as  everyone  knew 
Job  to  be  should  suffer  as  Job  had. 
And  now  Job  is  at  the  point  where  he 
is  willing  to  recognize  that  there  are 
some  questions  for  which  there  is  no 
answer,  as  far  as  he  could  see. 

Questions  are  the  door. 

This  is  not  to  advocate  that  we 
should  quit  asking  questions  in  the  in- 
terest of  preserving  our  faith.  This  is 
not  to  advocate:  "Oh,  I  have  just  a 
simple  child-like  faith  that  just  accepts 
everything  without  question."  Ques- 
tions are  necessary  if  we  are  to  grow 
in  faith  or  in  knowledge  of  the  world 
around  us.  Questions  are  the  door 
through  which  knowledge  comes  in.  A 
life  or  a  faith  without  questions  is 
dead. 

Not  necessary  to  explain  everything. 

Nevertheless,  it  is  only  realistic  to 
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admit  the  fact  that  there  are  some 
things  beyond  our  ability  to  explain. 
That  realistic  facing  of  life  was  re- 
vealed to  Job  not  because  he  did  not 
have  faith  in  God  but  because  he  did 
have  faith.  Read  again  what  the  Lord 
said  to  Job  beginning  in  Chapter  38 
and  following. 

"Then  the  Lord  answered  Job  out 
of  the  whirlwind:  'Who  is  this  that 
darkens  counsel  by  words  without 
knowledge?  Gird  up  your  loins  like  a 
man,  I  will  question  you,  and  you  shall 
declare  to  me.  Where  were  you  when 
I  laid  the  foundation  of  the  earth?  Tell 
me,  if  you  have  understanding.'  " 
....through  Chapter  39. 

Dr.  Kraemer  is  former  president  of 
the  Presbyterian  School  of  Christian 
Education,  a  former  moderator  of  the 
General  Assembly  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church  U.S.,  and  pastor  emeritus  of 
First  Presbyterian  Church  of  Char- 
lotte. 
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'Partnership'  characterizes  work  of  our  new  synod 


As  we  attempt  to  understand  what  we 
are  being  called  to  do  in  the  Church, 
every  age  creates  its  own  language,  its 
own  "in-words,"  its  own  naming  of 
functions.  For  us  in  the  Presbyterian 
Church  (U.S.A.)  in  these  days,  the  word 
"partnership"  is  a  key  word;  to  do  what 
we  are  called  to  do  requires  that  we 
create  and  develop  partnerships. 

Merriam  Webster's  dictionary  defines 
"partner"  in  interesting  ways:  1)  an 
associate,  sharer,  participant;  2)  spouse; 
3)  one  who  plays  with  another  (in  a 
game)  in  opposition  to  others.  As  re- 
lated to  our  church  the  first  definition 
is  right  on,  the  second  is  a  maybe,  and 
the  third  stretches  the  point  with  too 
many  untoward  implications. 

Sessions,  presbyteries,  synods,  and 
the  General  Assembly  are  partners  in 
ministry.  One  of  the  chief  functions  of 
the  synod  is  to  develop  partnerships  with 


Lowelle 
Simms 


its  presbyteries,  to  initiate  or  respond  to 
opportunities  for  mission  whose  require- 
ments are  beyond  the  resources  of  a 
given  governing  body.  Sometimes  one 
could  do  it  alone,  but  doing  it  with  a 
partner  would  enhance  not  only  the  mis- 
sion but  also  the  partners  who  engaged 
in  that  mission. 

In  the  partnerships  within  the  Synod 
of  the  Mid-Atlantic,  that  might  mean 


the  synod  and  one  presbytery  working 
together  in  a  given  area,  two  or  more 
presbyteries  working  together,  and  the 
synod  and  all  or  several  presbyteries 
working  together.  In  each  of  those  in- 
stances the  partners  would  be  associates, 
sharers  of  resources  and  product,  par- 
ticipants in  ministry.  As  partners  their 
relationship  might  be  like  unto  spouses: 
faithfulness,  candor  with  respect,  hu- 
man subject  to  sin,  committed  to  devel- 
oping an  ever  more  perfect  and  fruitful 
union. 

Early  in  May,  the  synod  and  its  pres- 
byteries will  engage  in  a  mission  con- 
sultation as  called  for  by  the  Articles 
of  Agreement  by  which  our  three  antece- 
dent synods  became  the  Synod  of  the 
Mid-Atlantic.  In  that  consultation  we 
shall  be  exploring  the  possibilities  for 
partnership.  We  shall  also  be  attempt- 
ing, as  the  Articles  of  Agreement  called 


us  to  do,  "to  clarify  which  of  the  gover- 
ning bodies  (presbyteries  or  synod)  can 
carry  out  the  various  aspects  of  the 
church's  mission  most  effectively  and 
efficiently." 

We  approach  the  mission  consultation 
with  the  commitment  that  we  shall  be 
collegial,  cooperative,  and  interdepen- 
dent; and  that  we  shall  resist  the  ten- 
dency to  be  competitive  and  hierarchial 
in  our  relationships.  Partnerships,  again 
like  unto  marriages,  have  their  joys  and 
their  pains,  their  growing  times,  their 
reasons  for  celebration.  They  are  sus- 
tained by  their  mutual  commitment  to 
be  there  as  needed.  They  are  given  their 
call  to  unity  by  the  very  God  who  is 
Creator,  Redeemer,  and  Sustainer.  And 
may  God  be  with  us  always. 

Lowelle  Simms  is  transitional  ex- 
ecutive director  for  the  Synod  of  the 
Mid-Atlantic. 


A  fish  story:  swimming 
in  separate  streams 


By  John  Harris 

Ever  since  my  ordination  to 
the  Ministry  of  the  Word  two 
years  ago  I  have  felt  like  a  fish 
swimming  in  an  as-yet-unde- 
fined new  stream.  I  was  born 
into,  baptized  in,  confirmed 
in,  ordained  a  deacon  by,  and 
taken  under  care  as  a  candi- 
date by  what  we  now  affec- 
tionately refer  to  as  "the 
former  northern  stream"  of 
Presbyterianism.  Yet  I  was  or- 
dained a  Minister  of  the  Word 
by  and  serve  a  particular 
church  in  what  we  also  affec- 
tionately refer  to  as  "the 
former  southern  stream"  of 
Presbyterianism. 

I  grew  up  and  was  schooled 
expecting  these  two  streams 


Upon  graduation  I  swam 
back  south,  first  to  Kentucky 
to  a  union  presbytery  (that  is 
where  fish  from  both  streams 
learned  to  swim  in  the  same 
stream  even  before  the 
streams  officially  became  the 
same)  and  then  to  North 
Carolina  (where  the  streams 
are  still  separate  and  fish  from 
one  stream  rarely  swim  in  the 
other  stream  even  though  all 
Presbyterian  fish  are  sup- 
posed to  be  swimming  in  the 
new  stream)  where  I  was 
called  to  my  first  church  and 
ordained. 

What  confuses  this  fish  is 
tht  I  have  been  ordained  in  a 
new  stream  we  call  the  PC 
(U.S.A.)  but  here  in  North 
Carolina  (or  the  Synod  of  the 
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would  one  day  flow  together. 
How  two  streams  which  had 
earlier  flowed  as  one  could 
flow  in  separate  channels 
defined  by  different  banks 
was  beyond  my  piscine  sense 
of  logic  and  I  longed  for  the 
day  when  the  waters  of  Pres- 
byterianism would  again  find 
themselves  defined  by  the 
same  river  banks. 

Early  on  I  began  swimming 
in  both  streams,  testing  their 
waters.  My  first  schooling  was 
at  Davis  and  Elkins  College, 
one  of  the  few  Presbyterian 
stream  related  schools  asso- 
ciated with  both  the  northern 
and  the  southern  streams  and 
where  one  of  my  swimmng  in- 
structors was  of  the  southern 
stream  schooled  at  Union  and 
the  other  was  of  the  northern 
stream  schooled  at  Princeton. 
While  schooling  there  I  tread- 
ed water  as  a  youth  worker  in 
a  former  southern  stream 
church. 

Upon  graduation  I  swam 
for  a  year  in  the  waters  of  the 
Union/PSCE  school  commu- 
nity while  my  wife  finished 
her  schooling  where  most 
southern  stream  Christian 
educators  had  learned  to 
swim,  even  though  she  too 
was  a  former  northern  stream 
fish  (and  boy  did  that  create 
problems  for  her).  From  there 
I  swam  back  north  to  Prince- 
ton to  myself  learn  advanced 
swimming  where  so  many 
northern  stream  fish  had 
learned  before  me. 


Mid-Atlantic  for  that  matter) 
it  really  isn't  a  new  stream  at 
all,  at  least  not  yet.  The  old 
channels  still  exist,  the  waters 
flow  defined  by  separate 
banks. 

The  fish  in  one  stream  even 
appear  to  have  scales  of  a  dif- 
ferent color  than  the  fish  in 
the  other  stream.  Here  in 
southern  waters  my  scales  are 
the  wrong  color  to  swim  with 
my  brother  and  sister  former 
northern  stream  fish.  I  have 
tried  and  I  just  can't  seem  to 
fit  in. 

In  the  former  southern 
stream  to  which  I  have  been 
called  I  feel  like  a  fish  out  of 
water  because  this  stream  isn't 
quite  what  I  was  used  to  or 
have  been  expecting.  My 
scales  are  the  right  color  but 
strokes  are  somehow  just  a  lit- 
tle different. 

I  know  that  these  two  form- 
er streams  are  now  one  and 
have  already  begun  to  flow 
together  but  it  sure  has  taken 
a  long  time  for  this  new 
stream  to  make  it  down  from 
the  headwaters.  I  hear  that 
day  is  not  too  distant  but 
sometimes  I  wonder. 

It  has  been  almost  five  years 
since  the  two  former  streams 
became  one  at  the  headwaters 
but  I  still  wait  for  the  day 
when  all  us  Presbyterian  fish 
will  be  swimming  in  one 
stream  where  the  color  of  our 
scales  and  the  markings  of  our 
fins  will  make  no  difference. 


Children  should  be  campaign  issue 


By  Marian  Wright  Edelman 

On  February  16  the  Children's  Defense  Fund 
called  for  a  nationwide  candidate  registration 
drive  to  make  children  physically,  educationally, 
and  economically  safe.  The  campaign  asks  citi- 
zens to  encourage  all  candidates  for  elective  of- 
fice to  "register"  publicly  their  positions  on 
children  and  family  issues. 

The  first  high-school  graduating  class  of  the 
21st  century  will  enter  first  grade  in  September 
1988.  These  preschoolers  are  our  country's  fu- 
ture. Many  of  them  are  off  to  a  healthy  start. 
Too  many  others  are  not. 

Today: 

•  One  in  four  is  poor; 

•  One  in  five  is  at  risk  of  becoming  a  teen 
parent; 

•  One  in  six  has  no  health  insurance; 

•  One  in  seven  is  at  risk  of  dropping  out  of 
school; 

•  One  in  two  has  a  mother  in  the  labor  force, 
but  only  a  small  number  have  safe,  affordable, 
high-quality  child  care. 

Children  cannot  speak  out  or  vote  for  them- 
selves. But  adults  can.  We  adults  need  to  make 
sure  that  those  seeking  and  holding  public  office 
commit  themselves  to  putting  the  physical,  eco- 
nomic, educational,  and  spiritual  safety  of  our 
children  at  the  top  of  their  list  of  priorities. 

Congregations  and  religious  institutions  can 
play  an  important  role  in  shaping  public  opinion 
and  building  support  for  our  children.  Congrega- 
tions and  religious  institutions  across  the  coun- 
try can  inform  the  public  about  the  needs  of  poor 
children  and  families,  and  support  a  specific 
agenda  to  strengthen  families  and  protect  our 
children. 

The  Children's  Defense  Fund's  campaign  pro- 
vides the  religious  community  with  an  opportu- 
nity to  speak  up  and  help  shape  our  children's 
and  our  nation's  future.  To  help  you  carry  the 
children's  message,  we  have  developed  a  public 
education  kit  which  includes  two  booklets — 
What  Every  American  Should  be  Asking  Politi- 
cal Leaders  in  1988  and  A  Call  for  Action  to 
Make  Our  Nation  Safe  for  Children:  A  Briefing 
Book  on  the  Status  of  American  Children  in 
1988 — and  a  public  education  poster. 

The  poster  features  a  baby-kissing  candidate 
with  the  words:  "Wouldn't  it  be  nice  if  politi- 
cians cared  as  much  about  children  after  they're 


elected?  Children's  issues  like  preventive  health 
care,  child  care,  and  a  quality  education  are  im- 
portant to  the  future  of  our  country.  Make  sure 
the  candidates  you  vote  for  pay  them  more  than 
lip  service.  Kids  can't  vote.  But  you  can." 

The  public  education  materials  have  four  pur- 
poses: to  focus  attention  on  a  set  of  facts  about 
children  and  their  families  that  have  profound 
implications  for  the  economic  and  social  well- 
being  of  our  country;  to  build  national  consen- 
sus on  the  importance  of  preventive  investments 
in  children  and  youths;  to  get  candidates  for 
public  office  in  1988  to  commit  to  establishing 
a  floor  of  decency— basic  health,  nutrition,  shelter, 
and  early  childhood  services — under  every  child; 
and  to  provoke  discussion  among  all  Americans 
about  our  national  direction  and  the  kind  of 
leadership  we  need. 

The  campaign  message  is  stark  and  urgent: 
America  must  save  its  children  if  it  is  to  save 
itself.  Our  children  are  not  safe — physically, 
educationally,  economically,  and  spiritually.  Our 
streets  are  not  safe.  Millions  of  our  homes  are 
not  safe.  America's  future,  therefore,  is  not  safe. 

We  need  your  voice.  Copies  of  the  question- 
naire, briefing  book,  and  poster  are  available  free 
of  charge  from  the  Children's  Defense  Fund  (122 
C  Street,  N.W.,  Washington,  D.C.  20001). 
Please  read,  use  and  share  these  materials. 

•  Display  the  posters  where  lots  of  people  will 
see  them. 

•  Distribute  copies  of  the  questionnaire  and 
briefing  book  at  your  church,  colleges,  and  re- 
ligious and  community  organizations. 

•  Organize  an  educational  program  or  study 
series  in  your  congregation  that  focuses  on  the 
need  of  children  and  families  in  America. 

•  Write  about  children  in  your  church  or  or- 
ganizational newsletter. 

•  Register  at  least  five  people  from  your  neigh- 
borhood or  congregation  to  vote  and  encourage 
them  to  vote. 

•  Write  just  one  letter  to  a  candidate  of  your 
choice  about  the  importance  of  meeting  our 
young  peoples'  needs. 

•  Vote  on  November  5.  Kids  can't  vote  but 
you  can. 

•  Pray  for  our  elected  officials,  that  they 
might  be  guided  by  justice  and  compassion  to 
protect  and  sustain  all  our  children. 

Marian  Wright  Edelman  is  president  of  the 
Children 's  Defense  Fund. 


This  has  convinced  me  to  start  contributing 
to  the  church  bui Id  i  ng  fund  .  .  1"  


 ! 
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Discount  offered  for  quantities  of  1989  Yearbook 


Churches  may  obtain  a  dis- 
count for  copies  of  the  1989  Mis- 
sion Yearbook  by  ordering  in 
quantities.  The  prices  are  $3  each 
for  50  books  (total  $150)  and 
$2.50  each  for  100  books  (total 
$250).  For  more  than  100  copies, 
the  price  is  $2.50  each  in 
multiples  of  50. 

The  Mission  Yearbook 
describes  comprehensively  the 
mission  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church  (U.S.A.)  It  has  been 
popular  in  the  church,  with  the 


1988  edition  selling  out  in 
January  except  for  a  few  copies 
remaining  in  presbytery  and 
synod  offices. 

The  1989  edition  will  continue 
a  two-year  emphasis  on  the 
bicentennial  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church  (U.S.A.);  that  edition 
will  emphasize  the  bicentennial 
goals  of  "recommitting  ourselves 
to  the  mission  and  ministry  of 
Christ's  church"  and  "seeing  the 
future  through  new  eyes."  The 
book  will  include  numerous 


special  features  and  essays 
relating  to  the  bicentennial. 

The  Yearbook  will  include  the 
complete  text  of  the  bicentennial 
celebration  communion  services 
to  be  held  across  the  church  on 
May  21,  1989. 

To  qualify  for  the  discount, 
churches  must  prepay  their 
orders  and  must  postmark  them 
by  July  1.  "The  importance  of 
urging  churches  and  individuals 
to  place  orders  for  the  Yearbook 
by  July  cannot  be  overstated," 


Dcrtfou  Remember. . . 


World  War  I  ♦  Flappers  ♦  Speak- 
easies ♦  Prohibition  ♦The  Great 
Depression  ♦  Soup  Lines  ♦  Hoo- 
ver Carts  ♦  World  War  II  ♦  Ra- 
tioning ♦  The  Korean  War  ♦  Hu- 
la-Hoops ♦  Rock  'n  Roll  ♦  The 
Edsel  *"  Goldfish  SwaUowing 
♦  The  Cuban  Missile  Crisis  ♦ 
'60's  Riots  ♦  The  Sexual  Rev- 
olution ♦Vietnam  ♦  Gas  Lines  ♦ 
Watergate  ♦Three -Mile  Island 


Don't%uTfiink%uVe  Been 
Through  Enough? 


If  your  lifetime  spans  these 
events,  you've  been  through  a  lot. 
Add  to  these,  personal  challenges 
like  a  career,  marriage,  setting  up 
housekeeping,  raising  a  family 
through  school  &  college,  and 
you've  made  quite  an  investment 
in  life  itself.  You  don't  need  to  en- 
dure any  more  stresses  like  home 
maintenance,  lawncare,  health 
concerns  and  loneliness.  You  need 
a  place  that  puts  all  this  behind 
you  and  offers  you  a  unique,  in- 
dependent lifestyle.  For  years, 
people  have  retired  to  distant 
resorts  to  achieve  this  lifestyle,  but 
now  you  don't  need  to... you  only 
need  Scotia  Village. 

Scotia  Village  is  a  peaceful 
retirement  community  in  Laurin- 
burg,  North  Carolina,  adjacent  to 
the  beautiful  campus  of  St. 
Andrews  College.  Developed  by  , 


the  same  non-profit  corporation 
that  operates  the  Presbyterian 
Home  of  High  Point,  Scotia  Village 
is  perfect  for  folks  who  are  ready 
to  stop  worrying  about  security,  bills 
and  rising  health  costs,  and  start  en- 
joying travel,  recreation,  an  active 
social  life  with  friendly  neighbors, 
convenient  health-care  facilities  and 
beautiful  living  quarters.  Com- 
pletely private  apartments,  as  well 
as  free-standing  1  and  2-bedroom 
cottage  units  provide  independence 
in  the  relaxed  security  of  a  whole- 
some community.  All  for  a  single, 
reasonable  investment,  starting  at 
just  $29,400,  with  a  48-month  re- 
fund policy. 

So  consider  the  investment 
you've  made  in  life.  Then  consider 
the  dividends  of  Scotia  Village. 
We  think  you'll  agree  that  "happy 
days  are  here  again." 


Scotia  jgj  Village 


Happy  Days  Are  Here  Again 

To  find  out  more  about  Scotia  Village,  call  or  write: 
Scotia  Village,  P.O.  Box  2197,  Laurinburg,  NC  28352, 
(919)276-1515 

Scotia  Village  is  a  non-profit  division  of  The  Presbyterian  Homes,  Inc. 


said  an  official  of  the  General 
Assembly.  "This  is  the  only  way 
to  guarantee  that  books  will  be 
available  to  fill  their  orders." 

For  the  1988  edition,  91.5  per- 
cent of  copies  distributed  church- 
wide  were  ordered  through  the 
discount  program. 

Meanwhile,  the  associate  for 
mission  funding  with  the  Synod 
of  the  Mid-Atlantic,  the  Rev. 
Wayne  Moulder,  noted  that 
many  churches  do  not  have  100 
members  and  thus  cannot  take 


advantage  of  the  full  discount. 
He  said  that  many  presbyteries  in 
the  synod,  however,  have  pro- 
grams to  place  combined  orders 
for  small  churches. 

Small  churches  should  check 
with  their  presbytery  office  to  see 
if  it  does  have  such  a  program. 
Moulder  said  he  believes  the 
Yearbook  is  the  best  single 
means  the  church  has  of  inter- 
preting mission  and  promoting 
support  for  mission. 


PBS  station  to  produce 
Presbyterian  history 


The  Public  Broadcasting 
System  television  station  in 
Louisville,  WKPC-TV,  has  an- 
nounced that  it  will  produce  a 
one-hour  documentary  on  the 
history  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church  in  this  country.  The  pro- 
ducers are  researching  the  sub- 
ject, and  production  will  begin  in 
the  summer. 

Officials  with  the  Presbyterian 
Bicentennial  Committee  said 
they  expect  many  PBS  affiliates 
to  broadcast  the  program  next 
winter. 

Following  the  original  broad- 
cast, WKPC  will  offer  the  master 
tape  of  the  program  to  the 
church  so  that  it  can  reproduce 
and  distribute  the  program 


throughout  the  denomination. 
The  Bicentennial  Committee 
may  develop  study  materials  to 
accompany  the  program,  so  that 
churches  could  use  it  for  com- 
municants classes,  new  members 
classes,  youth  and  adult  study 
groups,  and  fellowship  groups. 

General  manager  John-Robert 
Curtin  of  WKPC  has  discussed 
the  project  with  representatives 
of  Louisville  Seminary  and  the 
Bicentennial  Committee  in  order 
to  ensure  that  the  program  will 
appeal  to  the  general  viewing  au- 
diences and  also  be  useful  to  the 
church  in  instructing  members 
and  potential  members  about  the 
denomination's  history. 


Presbyterian  video 
wins  national  award 


A  Presbyterian  television  pro- 
duction has  won  an  International 
Angel  Award  as  outstanding  na- 
tional religious  drama.  "Outside 
the  Window"  is  a  half-hour  pro- 
duction of  Video  One,  a  monthly 
Presbyterian  television  magazine 
broadcast  via  satellite  over  televi- 
sion stations  throughout  the 
country.  It  is  part  of  an 
ecumenical  series  entitled  One  in 
the  Spirit. 

The  Angel  Awards,  sponsored 
by  Religion  in  Media,  honor  in- 
dividuals and  programs  for  ex- 
cellence in  productions  that  make 
a  moral  and  social  impact.  The 
awards  ceremony  took  place 
Feb.  16  in  Hollywood 

"Outside  the  Window"  was 
taped  on  location  in  the  Wall 


Street  area  of  New  York;  it  con- 
cerns an  intoxicated  yuppie  who 
collapses  late  one  night  on  a 
deserted  street.  A  homeless  man 
approaches  him;  their  meeting 
and  conversation  illustrates  the 
plight  of  the  homeless  and  how 
the  plight  affects  everyone. 

David  DeWitt  and  Bill  Phillips 
wrote  the  drama  and  played  the 
two  roles.  Executive  producer 
was  Betty  Elam.  Stephen  C. 
Galleher  was  producer. 

The  video  is  appropriate  for 
church  and  civic  groups  concern- 
ed about  the  homeless.  To  rent 
or  purchase  it,  contact  Media 
Services,  Room  1935,  475  River- 
side Drive,  New  York,  N.Y. 
101 15  (telephone  212-870-3395). 


Radio  program  cited  for  values 


A  radio  program  produced  by 
a  ecumenical  media  cooperative 
in  which  Presbyterians  par- 
ticipate has  won  a  Wilbur 
Award.  "New  Beginnnings"  was 
a  30-minute  New  Year's  special. 

The  Wilbur  Awards  recognize 
excellence  in  presenting  moral 
values.  The  Religious  Public 
Relations  Council  sponsors  the 
awards. 

Sandcastles  International  pro- 
duced and  distributed  the  pro- 
gram. The  Rev.  Dennis  Benson 
is  president  of  the  Sandcastles 
board;  he  is  a  producer  with 
Presbyterian  Media  Mission. 
Other  Presbyterian  board 
members  who  helped  design  and 

Appalachian  broadcast  group 
celebrates  25th  anniversary 


promote  the  project  were  Betty 
Elam  of  the  General  Assembly's 
Stewardship  and  Communica- 
tion Development  Unit  and 
Gregg  Hartung,  director  of 
Presbyterian  Media  Mission. 

"New  Beginnings"  aired  on 
more  than  600  radio  stations  na- 
tionally. Noel  Paul  Stookey  of 
Peter,  Paul,  and  Mary  fame 
hosted  the  program.  It  featured 
ordinary  people  who  have  ex- 
perienced dramatic  changes  in 
their  lives  and  who  discovered 
beginnings  of  new  and  different 
lives. 

The  awards  ceremony  took 
place  April  15  in  Dallas. 


The  Presbyterian  Appalachian 
Broadcasting  Council  is  marking 
its  25th  anniversary  with  a 
celebration  at  its  annual  spring 
meeting,  held  in  Charleston, 
W.Va.  The  Council  produces 
radio  and  television  spot  an- 
nouncements  and  distributes 


Ap- 


them   throughout  the 
palachian  region. 

The  Council  works  with  the 
Presbyterian  Church  (U.S.A.) 
and  the  Cumberland  Presbyter- 
ian Church. 

The  30  and  60  second  spots  of- 
fer messages  of  hope. 


17  named  to  summer 
staff  at  Camp  Albemarle 
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Summer  jobs  come  in  many 
forms  for  young  people.  This 
year,  17  young  people  will  spend 
their  summer  at  Camp  Albe- 
marle helping  to  make  camping 
a  good  experience  for  hundreds 
of  kids.  They  are: 

Female  counselors: 

Sonja  Mullis  —  Pinewood 
Church  in  Goldsboro,  a  junior  at 
Meredith  College; 

Dina  White  —  Rivermont 
Church,  Kinston,  a  sophomore 
at  East  Carolina  University; 

Erin  Jones  —  Fairfax,  Virgin- 
ia, a  graduating  senior  in  high 
school; 

Christine  Presley  —  Butner, 
N.C.,  a  freshman  at  East 
Carolina  University; 

Cynthia  Balogh  —  Trinity 
Church,  Havelock,  a  sophomore 
at  Campbell  University. 

Male  counselors: 

Chris  Garris  —  Covenant 
Church,  Wilson,  a  freshman  at 
North  Carolina  State  University; 

Jonathan  Gravel  —  St.  An- 
drews Church,  Raleigh,  a 
freshman  at  East  Carolina 
University; 

David  Kim  —  First  Church, 
Greenville,  a  freshman  at  North 
Carolina  State  University. 

Waterfront  director: 

Ricky  Westbrook  —  First 


Lay  preacher 
Garriss  dies 

William  Braxton  Garris  Sr. 
died  March  17.  Garris,  a 
member  of  West  New  Bern 
Church,  was  commissioned  as 
a  lay  preacher  in  April  1987 
and  had  recently  been  ac- 
cepted, along  with  his  wife, 
into  the  Four  Corners  mission 
work  program  to  work  with 
the  Navajo  Indians. 

Ordained  as  an  elder  in 
1949  at  North  Wilson  Church, 
he  had  been  a  member  of 
West  New  Bern  for  about  20 
years. 

Garris  retired  from  Cherry 
Point  in  September  1986  as  an 
aircraft  metalsmith.  Having 
served  as  a  pilot  instructor,  a 
certified  pilot,  and  also  a  cer- 
tified FAA  examiner,  Garris 
flew  as  a  missionary  with  the 
Lutheran  Church  in  New 
Guinea  in  the  early  1970's. 

Garris  is  survived  by  his 
wife,  Virginia,  and  three 
children,  William  Jr.,  Annie 
Martha  Rouse,  and  Janet 
Kathryn  Quails. 


Church,  Washington,  a  fresh- 
man at  Atlantic  Christian 
College. 

Waterfront  assistants: 

Mills  Jones  —  Peace  Church, 
Greenville,  a  senior  at  Rose  High 
School; 

Mark  Mallison  —  First 
Church,  Greenville,  a  junior  at 
D.H.  Conley  High  School. 

Lifeguard: 

Lori  Pappendick  —  freshman 
at  Peace  College. 

Recreation  and  crafts: 

Billy  Stanley  —  First  Church, 
Kinston,  a  junior  at  East 
Carolina  University. 

Kitchen: 

Sarah  Coburn  —  assistant 
cook  —  Neuse  Forest,  New 
Bern,  entering  Ph.D.  program  at 
Bowling  Green,  Ky; 

Betsey  Boyd  —  assistant  — 
First  Church,  New  Bern,  a  senior 
in  high  school; 

Noelle  Nowack  —  First 
Church,  Wilson,  a  junior  in  high 
school. 

Camp  Albemarle  opens  with 
staff  reporting  June  12  and  the 
first  camp  beginning  June  19. 
Michelle  (Mike)  Burcher  is  camp 
director  and  Anthony  Burcher  is 
assistant  director  and  medical 
technician. 

2  churches 
hold  1st 
joint  service 

Holy  Week,  the  week  before 
Easter,  is  a  time  of  many  special 
services.  One  of  those  services  is 
Maundy  Thursday,  the  tradi- 
tional time  of  the  last  supper. 

Maundy  Thursday  observance 
in  Snow  Hill  marked  not  only  a 
remembrance  of  the  past  but  also 
a  Christian  vision  of  the  future. 
Snow  Hill  Presbyterian  Church 
of  Albemarle  Presbytery  and  St. 
James  Presbyterian  Church  of 
Cape  Fear  Presbytery  set  a  posi- 
tive example  for  their  brother 
and  sister  churches  to  follow. 

Led  by  the  Rev.  David 
Ethridge  of  Snow  Hill 
Presbyterian,  the  Rev.  St.  Paul 
Epps,  moderator  of  St.  James 
session,  and  the  Rev.  Vinetta 
Bell,  stated  supply  of  St.  James, 
a  meaningful  service  was  held  at 
St.  James. 

Epps  brought  the  message  and 
was  assisted  in  serving  commu- 
nion by  elders  from  both  St. 
James  and  Snow  Hill. 

This  was  the  first  service  held 
jointly  by  these  churches  in  their 
history. 


Wood  elected  to  head  national  group 

Presbyterian  Jeffrey  C.  Wood  of  the  Joint  Strategy  and  Action 
has  been  elected  executive  director  Committee. 


The  Albemarle  Presbyterian 
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Outer  Banks  Church  grows, 
breaks  ground  for  building 


WATCH  YOUR  HEAD!  You  had  to  be  careful  on  the  recent 
trip  taken  by  Michelle  (Mike)  Burcher,  ECU  campus  minister; 
Rocky  Ward,  ASU  campus  minister;  and  10  students  from  both 
schools.  The  trip  to  Organ  Cave,  West  Virginia,  was  taken 
March  25-27.  A  meaningful  part  was  having  communion  while 
in  the  cave. 


When  most  people  think  of  the 
Outer  Banks,  they  think  of 
fishing,  swimming,  vacations, 
the  Wright  Brothers,  sand,  and 
water.  For  Presbyterians,  par- 
ticularly those  of  us  in  Albemarle 
Presbytery,  it  also  brings  to  mind 
a  vital  outreach  mission  which 
has  become  an  outreaching 
congregation. 

For  several  years,  the 
presbytery  sponsored  a  student 
from  seminary  to  work  at  the 
Outer  Banks  during  the  summer 
tourist  season.  The  worship  and 
spiritual  needs  "of  visitors  to  the 
Outer  Banks  are  still  important 
and  still  being  met  by  this  one- 
time mission  outpost.  However, 
there  are  full-time  residents  on 
the  Outer  Banks  who  need  and 
want  to  be  a  part  of  a 
Presbyterian  chuch.  Beginning  in 
the  1970's  a  small  group  of  com- 
mitted folk  began  to  work  for  a 
full-time  Presbyterian  church. 

A  small,  two-story,  beach- 
designed  structure  had  been  ob- 
tained for  worship  services  and 
as  a  dwelling  for  summer  staff- 
ers. This  house  became  the 
physical  foundation  for  the 
Outer  Banks  Church. 

A  big  step  forward  was  made 
in  calling  the  Rev.  Spotswood 
Graves  as  the  evangelist  and 
organizing  minister  of  the  fledgl- 
ing but  forward-looking  Presby- 
terian community  in  1978.  In 
1979  the  fellowship  was  organiz- 
ed into  a  church  with  approx- 
imately 30  members.  Now,  in 
1988,  with  approximately  150 

WOC  awards 
scholarships 

Each  year  the  Women  of  the 
Church  solicit  applications  from 
churches  of  students  in  need  and 
deserving  of  assistance  with  their 
higher  education.  Recipients  of 
the  scholarships  awarded  for  the 
1988-1989  academic  year  are  as 
follows: 

Esther  Melantha  Blankenship, 
First,  New  Bern;  April  Shannon 
Coble,  Covenant,  Wilson;  Tonya 
Lara  Coltrain,  Bear  Grass;  Paula 
Renee  Countil,  Roberson 
Chapel;  Karen  Suzanne  Ed- 
wards, Howard  Memorial;  Lara 
Christina  Hall,  Plymouth. 

Also,  Leslie  Rose  Hamilton, 
Pinewood;  Katherine  Cherie 
Hardy,  Edgemont;  Larry 
Stephen  Harris,  First, 
Washington;  Sherwood 
Christopher  Henderson,  First, 
New  Bern. 

Also,  Paula  Faye  Holland, 
Hollywood;  Rebecca  Lew 
Kirkland,  First,  Greenville;  Son- 
ja Lynn  Mullis,  Pinewood;  Har- 
riet Lee  Oliver,  First,  Ahoskie; 
Lisa  Jean  Palmer,  First,  Rocky 
Mount;  Andrew  Robert 
Richards,  Cann  Memorial; 
James  Linwood  Smith  Jr.,  Edge- 
mont; Kimberly  Heather 
Truscott,  Howard  Memorial; 
Curtis  Clay  Tucker,  Grifton; 
Stephen  Russell  Tucker,  Grifton. 

Also,  William  Carr  Tucker 
Jr.,  Grifton;  Mary  Susan 
Turner,  Williamston;  Marsha  E. 
Wells,  First,  Washington;  Dina 
Ferrell  White,  Rivermont;  Janet 
Marie  Wobbleton,  Roberson 
Chapel. 


members,  ground  has  been 
broken  for  a  full-fledged  worship 
and  educational  complex. 

Graves,  Spots  as  he  is  affec- 
tionately known  by  many,  wrote 
the  following  article  for  the  con- 
gregational newsletter: 

"In  September  W78,  after  the 
first  service  I  held  after  moving 
to  the  Outer  Banks,  I  remember 
Gerry  Pikaart  standing  on  the 
porch  with  me  and  asking, 
'When  are  we  going  to  build  a 
church?'  I  answered  Gerry,  'We 
have  started  and  we  build  one 
person  at  a  time.' 

"We  are  now  moving  to  the 
stage  I  think  Gerry  meant  with 
his  question.  This  month  we 
break  ground  and  begin  to  watch 
the  building  rise.  And  to  me  it  is 
fitting  that  the  building  begins 
this  time  of  year. 

"Right  after  Easter  it  is,  the 
time  when  the  early  disciples 
were  estatic  with  the  news — He 
is  Risen!  The  beginning  of  the 
Christian  Church.  Also,  the 
beginning  of  spring  and  summer 
when  many  of  you  who  visit  us 
May-October  will  be  returning. 
This  building  is  yours  too. 

"As  I  reflect  upon  this  new 
step  we  take,  I  thank  God  for  the 
many  people  whose  labors  and 
love  have  brought  us  to  this 
place.  That  little  band  who  in  the 
mid-1970s  worked  for  a  Presby- 
terian Church,  the  people  who 
are  now  and  have  been  members 
of  OBPC,  and  the  vast  number 
of  visitors  whose  warm  spot  in 
your  heart  for  the  congregation 


continues  to  bless  us." 

A  ground-breaking  service  for 
the  new  building  was  held  on 
April  10.  The  target  date  for  oc- 
cupancy is  November  I.  Con- 
struction cost  for  the  8,000 
square  foot  structure  is  estimated 
at  $600,000.  Loans  from  General 
Assembly,  synod,  and  banks 
combined  with  a  pledge  of 
$75,000  from  the  presbytery's 
capital-funds  campaign  and 
pledges  and  contributions  from 
members  and  friends  will  make 
this  vision  a  reality. 

In  talking  about  the  design  for 
the  new  building,  Spotts  will 
point  out  that  it  will  at  least  slow 
traffic  on  the  "Bypass"  but  more 
importantly  it  will  attract  addi- 
tional members  to  join  their 
fellowship. 

That  the  Outer  Banks  Church 
is  more  than  a  physical  plant  but 
a  fellowship  of  people,  commit- 
ment, outreach,  and  faith  is  evi- 
dent by  the  letters  of  thanks  and 
encouragement  sent  by  vaca- 
tioners after  they  return  home. 
At  worship  on  Sunday,  a  mem- 
ber of  each  family  present  stands 
and  introduces  him  or  herself 
and  friends  and  family. 

A  telephone  tree  for  emergen- 
cies is  developed  and  kept  up- 
dated. A  vacation  church  school 
is  being  planned.  A  youth  group 
is  being  organized.  A  fellowship 
group  of  parents  gathers  month- 
ly for  Christian  fellowship.  Needs 
are  met,  people  are  served  and 
God  is  glorified  at  this  eastern- 
most church  of  our  presbytery. 


COCU  goal:  "Covenant  Communion" 

sented  to  the  St.  Louis  General 


The  Presbyterian  delegation  to 
the  Consultation  on  Church  Union 
has  endorsed  a  "shift  in  focus"  of 
the  goal  envisioned  for  the  28-year- 
old  church  union  talks  that  involve 
nine  American  denominations. 

In  a  report  that  will  be  pre- 


Assembly  in  June,  the  delegates 
detailed  the  steps  by  which  the 
Consultation  has  given  up  a  tra- 
ditional "plan  of  union"  concept 
of  Christian  unity.  In  its  place, 
COCU's  model  is  a  covenant. 


Women  close  an  old 
chapter,  begin  new  one 


April  has  been  a  busy 
month  for  the  women  in 
Albemarle  Presbytery.  On 
April  2,  the  Women  of  the 
Church  held  their  90th  annual 
meeting  at  First  Church  in 
Washington.  This  was  a  very 
significant  meeting  because  it 
marked  the  end  of  the  Women 
of  the  Church  organization. 
Speaking  at  the  event  was  the 
Rev.  Bettie  Kirkpatrick  of 
First  Church,  Rocky  Mount. 
She  spoke  on  "Envisioning 
New  Things." 

April  30  will  mark  the 
beginning  for  the  new 
women's  organization, 
Presbyterian  Women.  The 
meeting  will  be  held  at  First 
Church,  Wilson,  featuring  the 
Rev.  Arabella  Meadows 
Rogers  of  Durham  as  speaker. 
She  will  be  assisted  by  the 
Rev.  Frances  Unsell,  the 
eastern  regional  represen- 
tative, in  serving  communion. 

The  meeting  will  include 
workshops  for  moderators 
and  treasurers  and  one  for 
general  information;  election 


of  the  coordinating  team  for 
Presbytery  C,  which  will 
replace  the  old  council;  and 
voting  on  the  constitution,  by- 
laws, and  budget. 

Upcoming  events  include 
the  North  Carolina  Women's 
Conference  at  Montreat  in 
June  and  a  churchwide 
gathering  for  Presbyterian 
Women  in  Purdue. 

The  meeting  in  Purdue  will 
be  the  first  churchwide  gather- 
ing for  Presbyterian  Women. 
The  meeting  will  feature  the 
election  of  a  new  churchwide 
coordinating  team;  voting  on 
the  constitution,  bylaws,  and 
budget;  and  approval  of  the 
Presbyterian  manual  to  be 
used. 

Also,  the  enablers  who  will 
be  working  with  the  local 
moderators  will  be  trained  at 
this  meeting.  Each  enabler  has 
10  churches  under  her  respon- 
siblity  with  which  to  help  with 
the  transition. 

The  new  Presbyterian 
Women  of  Presby  n  C  will 
involve  133  chur 
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Bicentennial  celebrated 
at  Unity,  Woodleaf 


The  first  major  bicentennial 
event  in  this,  Unity's  200th  year, 
was  "Memory  Sunday,"  and 
was  held  on  Sunday,  March  20. 
Members  and  friends,  former 
ministers  and  missionaries,  and 
sons  and  daughters  of  the  church 
were  asked  in  advance  to  "write 
down  their  favorite  memories  of 
events,  happenings,  or  experi- 
ences" at  Unity.  The  Bicenten- 
nial Committee,  chaired  by  Bar- 
ron Moore,  typed  up  the  "mem- 
ories" and  posted  them  through- 
out the  church  on  bulletin  boards 
in  hallways. 

Then,  during  the  worship  ser- 
vice that  Sunday,  Moore  and  the 
Rev.  David  Henry,  pastor,  read 
many  of  the  "memories"  to  the 
delight  of  the  congregation. 
Stories  by  and  about  former  min- 
isters were  highlighted,  and  many 
of  the  memories  dealt  with  the 
days  of  riding  horse  and  buggy 
to  church,  bringing  in  firewood 
to  keep  the  church  stove  burning, 
and  the  delicious  meals  shared  at 
Saturday  preparatory  services. 

Another  highlight  of  Memory 
Sunday  was  the  sermon.  Henry 
preached  a  sermon  which  was 
written  and  first  preached  at 


United  by  the  late  Rev.  Nathan 
E.  Oplinger  who  served  Unity 
from  1927-1945.  Many  who  were 
in  attendance  remembered  "Mr. 
Oppy"  as  he  was  affectionately 
known,  and  all  were  impressed 
with  the  timeliness  of  this  sermon 
from  the  past. 

Unity  was  established  in  the 
year  1788,  and  the  congregation 
is  celebrating  its  bicentennial  year 
in  many  ways.  Henry  is  prepar- 
ing and  reading  an  "Historical 
Moment"  each  Sunday  in  wor- 
ship. The  next  major  event  is 
participation  in  our  presbytery's 
Historical  Tour  of  Churches  on 
May  7. 

The  church  will  celebrate  its 
bicentennial  homecoming  during 
the  weekend  of  July  16-17,  with 
Dr.  James  Smylie,  professor  of 
American  Church  History  at 
Union  Theological  Seminary  in 
Virginia,  as  guest  speaker  and 
preacher.  Dr.  Smylie  will  speak 
at  the  7:30  p.m.  service  on  Satur- 
day, July  16,  on  the  topic  of 
"200  Years  of  Presbyterianism  in 
America,"  and  will  also  deliver 
the  Homecoming  sermon  on 
Sunday,  July  17,  at  11:00  a.m. 


Prison  chapel  dedicated 


The  chapel  at  the  Spindale  prison  unit. 


EDITORS  NOTE:  The  follow- 
ing story  comes  to  us  by  Zane 
Saunders,  a  staff  writer  for  the 
Daily  Courier  in  Forest  City. 
With  Concord's  emphasis  on 
prison  ministry  we  felt  this 
worthwhile  to  reprint. 

A  dream  envisioned  nearly  20 
years  ago  officially  became  a 
reality  recently  as  more  than  100 
state  and  local  officials,  citizens, 
and  inmates  packed  the  Spindale 
prison  unit's  new  chapel  for 
dedication  ceremony. 

Plans  for  the  chapel  that  were 
first  formulated  nearly  two 
decades  ago  died  and  were  resur- 
rected several  years  ago  by  a 
citizens'  committee  which  raised 
nearly  $200,000  in  cash,  material 
and  labor.  Ground  was  broken 
for  the  new  facility  23  months 
ago  and  construction  was  finally 
completed  late  last  year. 

"We  overcame  several  obsta- 
cles and  the  dream  is  coming 
alive  today,"  said  committee 
member  Jim  Marchman. 

Department  of  Corrections  Se- 
cretary Aaron  Johnson  said  the 
chapel— the  first  in  the  state  to 
be  constructed  with  private  funds 
and  volunteer  labor — is  a  "noble 
example.  I  hope  we  can  duplicate 
this  all  over  the  state." 

He  praised  the  people,  chur- 
ches, business,  and  governmen- 
tal bodies  that  made  the  chapel 
possible,  and  said  "This  is  a 
us  occasion  for  all  of  us... a 
Fe  of  this  insti- 
day  in  the  county, 


and  a  great  day  in  the  state  of 
North  Carolina.  We  celebrate  the 
accomplishments  of  the  past  and 
the  hopes  for  the  future. 

"Today,"  Johnson  said,  "we 
all  sit  around  the  foot  of  the 
cross,  and  at  the  foot  of  the  cross 
we're  all  equal — we  can  experi- 
ence the  comfort  of  God  and  His 
saving  grace." 

"Prisons  need  a  bridge  back  to 
the  community,"  said  the  Rev. 
R.A.L.  Walker,  director  of 
chaplains  for  the  Department  of 
Corrections.  "Here,  you've  built 
part  of  a  bridge  that  sends  the 
sign  saying,  'welcome  back.'  " 

A  bridge  is  precisely  what  the 
chapel  is,  said  Chief  Justice 
James  Exum,  the  keynote  speaker. 

The  justice  system  has  three 
goals:  to  punish,  to  protect  so- 
ciety and  to  rehabilitate  cri- 
minals, Exum  said.  The  first  two 
goals,  are  fairly  easily  accom- 
plished; the  third  is  a  "most  dif- 
ficult task." 

As  a  trial  judge  earlier  in  his 
career,  Exum  said,  his  decisions 
to  send  people  to  prison  bothered 
him. 

But,  he  said,  he  hoped  that 
"the  redeeming  force  of  God  and 
the  redeeming  spirit  of  Jesus 
Christ  would  make  a  difference 
...that  something  would  happen 
to  that  person." 

But,  Exum  said,  "I  have  been 
convinced  that  nothing  the  DOC 
did  would  change  someone.  It 
had  to  come  from  within... with 
time  for  reflection,  prayer,  and 
communion  with  God." 
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Presbyteries  A  and  B  meet 
in  historic  first  assemblies 


Presbyteries  A  and  B  held  their 
first  assemblies  on  March  26  and 
March  12  at  First  Church,  Mor- 
ganton,  and  at  Highland  Church 
in  Winston-Salem,  respectively. 

Presbytery  A  began  its  meeting 
with  worship  and  the  Lord's 
Supper.  The  Rev.  Fred  Rose  of 
First  Church,  Shelby,  preached 
the  sermon  and  the  Rev.  Flemon 
Mcintosh,  pastor  of  Green  Street 
United  Presbyterian,  Morgan- 
ton,  and  the  Rev.  Rebecca  Tay- 
lor, associate  pastor  of  First 
Church,  Lenoir,  led  in  the  cele- 
bration of  the  Lord's  Supper. 

Presbytery  B  punctuated  its 
business  meeting  by  the  singing 
of  various  hymns  and  commu- 
nity building  time.  It  closed  its 
meeting  with  worship  and  the 
celebration  of  the  Lord's  Supper. 
The  Rev.  Stephen  McCutchan, 
pastor  of  Highland  Church,  de- 
livered the  sermon  and  celebrated 
the  sacrament  with  the  Rev.  Ivan 
Lowery  of  Kannapolis. 

The  Rev.  Rudolph  Hendricks 
of  Catawba  Presbytery  and  the 
Rev.  David  McKee  of  Concord 
Presbytery  were  elected  co- 
moderators  of  Presbytery  A.  The 
Rev.  L.V.  Lassiter,  pastor  of 
Grace  United  Presbyterian  in 
Winston-Salem,  was  elected  mo- 
derator of  Presbytery  B.  Both 
presbyteries  approved  various 
transition  papers  and  elected 
transitional  committees  to  begin 
working  on  forming  the  new 
presbyteries,  which  come  into  be- 
ing on  January  1,  1989. 

Presbytery  B  will  meet  again 
on  June  23,  and  Presbytery  A  on 
May  28.  Presbytery  E  will  hold 
its  first  meeting  on  Sunday, 
April  17. 

Retired  minister 
Kirkpatrick  dies 

The  Rev.  Robert  Kirkpatrick, 
a  retired  minister  and  member  of 
Concord  Presbytery,  died  Febru- 
ary 19  in  Cleveland,  Mississippi, 
where  he  and  his  wife,  Rose- 
mary, had  been  living. 

Kirkpatrick  was  born  in  Phila- 
delphia, Pa.,  in  1913  and  married 
Rosemary  Welsh  in  1939.  He  had 
served  churches  in  Virginia,  West 
Virginia  and  Florida.  He  was 
retired  from  Westminster  Pres- 
bytery in  1975. 

While  in  Concord  Presbytery, 
Kirkpatrick  served  as  interim 
pastor  of  the  North  Wilkesboro 
Church.  His  son  Jim  was  a 
former  director  of  Christian 
education  at  First  Church  in 
Morganton. 

The  presbytery  wishes  to  ex- 
tend to  Rosemary  and  the  family 
our  deepest  sympathy. 

Honorary  life  to 
Prospect  woman 

The  Women  of  the  Church  of 
Prospect  Church  of  Mooresville 
recently  awarded  Mrs.  Virginia 
Hart  Edminston  with  an  honor- 
ary life  membership. 

Mrs.  Edminston  is  an  out- 
standing leader  in  the  church. 
She  has  served  as  deacon,  elder, 
Sunday  School  teacher,  and  as 
president  of  the  Women  of  the 
Church. 


Pictured  above  (1  to  r):  the  Rev.  L.V.  Lassiter,  pastor  of  the  Grace 
United  Presbyterian  Church,  presides  as  moderator  of  the  first 
assembly  of  Presbytery  B.  Mrs.  Dale  Davidson  of  Greensboro, 
N.C.,  presents  the  report  of  the  Planning  Team  which  she 
moderated. 


Presbytery  B  begins  its  meeting  by  rising  to  sing:  "The  Church's 
One  Foundation." 


Pictured  above  (1  to  r):  the  Rev.  Rudolph  Hendricks  of  Charlotte 
presides  as  co-moderator  of  the  first  assembly  of  Presbytery 
A.  The  Rev.  David  McKee  of  Hickory  was  also  elected  co- 
moderator  but  was  unable  to  attend  the  meeting.  The  Rev.  David 
Parks  of  Montreat-Anderson  College  presents  the  report  of  the 
Planning  Team  which  he  moderated. 


Members  of  the  Planning  Team  for  Presbytery  A  gather  together 
after  the  first  meeting. 


Advocates  for  new 
curriculum  get  training 
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Advocates  for  the  new  Presbyterian  educational  curriculum 
receive  training  at  a  special  session  at  Camp  Monroe. 


The  following  persons  receiv- 
ed training  as  advocates  for 
Fayetteville  Presbytery  and  will 
visit  all  churches  in  the 
presbytery  with  information  on 
the  denomination's  new  educa- 
tion, worship,  and  mission 
material:  Bert  Pitchford;  Kay 
Healey;  Tom  Coye;  Lucille  Can- 
nady;  Billy  Parker;  Emily  Dun- 
can; Matt  Highfill;  Ben  West; 
Will  Gaines;  Frances  Brock;  Bob 
Teed;  Kathy  Carmichal;  Beth 
Elliott;  Les  Dattler;  Martha 
MacLeod;  Don  Hardman;  Judy 
Anderson;  Mickey  dePrater; 
Jack  Mills;  Julie  Lehmann; 
Wylie  Smith;  Ray  Harris;  and 
Polly  Cobb. 

Part  of  the  training  of  the  ad- 
vocates involved  "hands-on" 
learning  with  the  PREM  as  well 
as  interviewing  skills  to  use  in  the 
presentation  of  the  Pastor's 
Notebook.  District  events  are 


planned  for  each  of  the  five 
districts  in  the  presbytery;  and 
pastors,  Christian  education 
leaders,  and  youth  advisors  are 
all  encouraged  to  attend  the 
meeting  in  their  particular 
district. 

Resource  kits  with  samples  of 
all  the  new  material  are  also 
available  for  loan  in  the  five 
districts  of  the  presbytery. 

Training  for  PREM  is  as 
follows: 

April  17,  District  1,  St.  An- 
drews Church,  Sanford 

May  1,  District  2, 
Westminster  Church, 
Fayetteville 

May  29,  District  3,  Red 
Springs  Church,  Red  Springs 

June  5,  District  4,  Rock- 
ingham First,  Rockingham 

June  12,  District  5,  Carthage 
First,  Carthage 

Time  for  all  events  is  3-5  p.m. 


2-presbytery  conference 
orients  new  pastors 


The  Rev.  James  Watkins  leads  participants  in  the  "Pastors' 
Start-Up"  held  with  Orange  Presbytery  in  February. 


February  3-5  were  the  dates 
for  the  recent  Pastors'  Start-Up 
event  sponsored  jointly  by 
Orange  Presbytery  and  Fayet- 
teville Presbytery.  This  event  was 


Watkins  of  Orange  Presbytery 
and  the  Rev.  Jack  Mills  of  Fa- 
yettevile  Presbytery. 

The  event  is  held  to  orient  new 


led  jointly  by  the  Rev.  James     pastors  into  a  presbyter. 


1988 
SUMMER 

Dates  CAMP 


June  19-25 


Resident  Camps: 
SESSION  I 
SESSION  II 
SESSION  III 
SESSION  IV 
SESSION  V 
SESSION  VI 

Adventure  Camps: 
ADVENTURE  I 
ADVENTURE  II 
ADVENTURE  III 


June  19-25 
July  3-9 
July  17-23 
July  24-30 
July  31-Aug.  6 
Aug.  7-13 

June  26-July  9 
July  17-30 
July  24-Aug.  6 
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Future  Presbytery  D  holds 
its  initial  assembly  in  Feb. 


The  first  assembly  of  the 
future  Presbytery  'D'  was  held  at 
First  Church,  Fayetteville,  on 
March  24.  Presbytery  'D'  (call- 
ed 'D'  until  a  name  is  chosen) 
will  be  composed  of  over  240 
churches  from  the  former 
presbyteries  of  Cape  Fear,  Fayet- 
teville, Yadkin,  and  Wilmington. 

The  new  presbytery  will  stretch 
from  Laurinburg  and  Sanford  in 
the  west  to  Wilmington  and 
Morehead  City  in  the  east. 

The  new  presbytery  will  begin 
officially  on  January  1,  1989, 
when  the  new  Mission  Design  is 
in  place. 

The  first  assembly  included  a 
dynamic  and  stirring  worship 
and  communion  celebration  led 
by  Dr.  James  H.  Costen,  presi- 
dent of  the  Interdenominational 
Theological  Center,  Atlanta. 
Other  worship  leaders  who 
represented  the  various  existing 
presbyteries  included  the  follow- 
ing persons:  Emily  Fox,  John  Y. 

Bangladesh 
project  official 
to  visit 

For  several  months  we  have 
been  looking  forward  to  a  visit 
to  Fayetteville  Presbytery  by  Mr. 
Walter  Biswas,  assistant  coor- 
dinator of  the  Christian  Health 
and  Agriculture  Project, 
Ahladipur  (CHAPA), 
Bangladesh.  Those  dates  are 
firmly  set.  Biswas  will  be  in 
Fayettevile  Presbytery  April  20 
until  May  7. 

All  of  the  churches  who  re- 
quested to  have  Biswas  have 
been  given  dates.  Please  refer  to 
the  itinerary  in  the  Information 
Packet  that  has  been  sent  to  each 
church.  Churches  who  have  not 
requested  a  date,  please  contact 
Jack  Mills  at  presbytery  office, 
484-6106.  Dates  will  be  assigned 
on  a  first-come,  first-served 
basis. 


Help  spread 
the  word! 


Presbytery  School 

Presbytery  School  1988 
Persons  From  Yadkin, 
Cape  Fear,  Wilmington, 

And  Fayetteville 
Date:  August  13 
Place:  Methodist  College, 
Fayetteville 
Classes  Include: 
Aging 

All  age  levels  Sunday 
School 

Church  officer 
development 

Music  for  small  church 
choirs 

Keynote  Speaker:  Mary 
Jean  McFadyen 
Emphasis  this  year  is  on 
Presbyterian,  reformed 
educational  materials. 


The  new  Presbytery  D  will  be  formed  from  parts  of  Fayetteville, 
Cape  Fear,  Yadkin,  and  Wilmington  Presbyteries. 


Todd  III,  and  Joseph  Walker, 
Fayetteville;  G.B.  Fiawoo  and 
Harry  Miller,  Cape  Fear; 
Leighton  McKeithen  Jr., 
Wilmington. 

This  historic  first  assembly 
heard  reports  from  the 
assembly's  Planning  Committee 
in  regard  to  plans  for  shaping 
and  implementing  this  new  struc- 


ture; and  they  adopted  a  plan  for 
a  fall  meeting  of  this  assembly, 
assembly. 

Co-moderators  for  this 
historic  occasion  of  celebration 
of  the  past  with  new  vision  for  an 
exciting  future  included  Dr.  John 
Y.  Todd  III,  Fayetteville,  and 
Dr.  Gershon  Fiawoo  of  Red 
Springs. 


JUNIOR 
YOUTH 

CAMP  MONROE 
Overnight 
Retreat 

May  20,  1988 

The  Dreamer 

A  Coat  Of 
Many  Colors 

Fri.  supper-Sat.  afternoon 

Will  need  adult  with  each  group 

A  special  retreat  at  Camp  Monroe  is  planned  for  junior  youth 
of  the  presbytery  May  20-21 .  The  event  will  begin  with  supper 
Friday  evening  and  end  Saturday  afternoon. 

Each  group  needs  one  adult.  Register  through  presbytery 
office. 

Cost:  $18.00  per  person.  Registration  deadline:  May  13. 


Calendar  of  events 

(All  meetings  scheduled  at  the  Presbytery  Center  in  Fayette- 
ville unless  otherwise  noted): 

APRIL: 

24  —  Men  of  the  Church  Rally:  Bethesda  Church,  Aberdeen. 
6:00  p.m.  Dinner,  6:45  p.m.  Program 

MAY: 

1  _  3.5  p.m.  _  PREM  training  —  District  2  —  Westminster, 
Fayetteville 

3  —  9:30  a.m.  —  Candidates  Committee 
5  —  1:00  p.m.  —  Committee  on  Ministry 

15  —  3-5  p.m.  —  Camp  Monroe  Open  House:  Camp  Monroe 

16  —  Division  of  Women:  place  and  time  to  be  announced 

17  —  5:00  p.m.  —  Division  of  Care  and  Oversight  of  Churches 
23  —  5:00  p.m.  —  Division  of  Education 

25  —  5:00  p.m.  —  Division  of  Corporate  Mission 

29  —  3-5  p.m.  —  PREM  training  —  District  3:  Red  Springs 

JUNE: 

2  —  1:00  p.m.  —  Executive  Committee,  Division  of  Vocations 
Presbytery  Council 

5  _  3.5  p.m.  _  PREM  training  —  District  3:  R 
First 

12  —  3-5  p.m.  —  PREM  training  —  District  5:  Cai       :  f\rst 
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Sr.  High  Retreat 


1988 

MECKLENBURG  PRESBYTERY 
SENIOR  HIGH  RETREAT 


MAY  6,7,8 
MONTREAT,  NORTH  CAROLINA 

Woody  Berry  of  the  University  Presbyterian  Church 
in  Austin,  Texas,  will  be  the  keynote  speaker;  and  Jim 
Morgan  will  be  the  music  leader. 

Contact  the  presbytery  office  for  more  details.  It's  not 
too  late  to  register! 


Historic  churches  in  Anson  County 


Beginning  January  1,  1989, 
these  counties  will  make  up 
Presbytery  "E."  This  month's 
focus  is  on  Anson  County. 

Anson  is  a  very  traditional 
county;  little  has  changed  over 
the  years.  As  drought,  cutbacks, 
and  big  business  have  taken  their 
toll  on  farming,  the  largely  agri- 
cultural county  has  become  more 
industrialized.  Driving  through 
the  county  one  observes  beautiful 
rolling  hills  and  open  land  that 
presents  a  small  town  and  rural 
spirit. 

Presbytery  E  will  have  five 
churches  in  Anson  County  (four 
from  former  Mecklenburg;  one 
from  former  Catawba). 

The  churches  have  member- 
ships ranging  from  30  to  200. 
The  members  are  from  wide  age 
ranges  (with  some  active  youth 
groups  and  young  adults)  and 
they  include  teachers,  farmers, 
factory  workers,  professionals, 
and  business  people. 

These  are  old  churches  with 
rich  heritage.  All  organizations 


date  back  to  the  early  1900's. 
The  Morven  church  is  a  National 
Presbyterian  Historical  Site. 

The  churches  have  partici- 
pated in  presbytery  projects  and 
have  defined  special  areas  which 
needed  attention.  The  money 
that  the  churches  give  to  the 
2-cents-a-meal  offering  stays  in 
Anson  County  to  provide  for 
emergency  relief  through  the 
Loaves  &  Fishes  program.  The 
Ebenezer  Church  sponsors  a  sew- 
ing ministry  to  provide  gowns  to 
hospitals.  Also  there  is  a  co- 
operative venture  among  the 
Camden,  Morven,  and  Wades- 
boro  First  Churches  to  do  joint 
programming  for  a  men's  group. 

Presbytery  "E"  can  expect 
good  clergy  and  lay  leadership 
and  support  from  the  Anson 
County  churches. 


Lake  Norman  property  available 
for  worship,  outdoor  activities 


The  Mecklenburg  Presbyterian 


Marsha  Ghent,  Editor 

1830  Queens  Road,  Charlotte  28207 


April  1988 

(704)  376-0076 


Enjoy  the  serenity  of  the  lake  for  worship,  meetings,  picnics, 
and  other  outings  this  spring.  Ideal  for  all  ages!  Contact  the 

presbyter   office  to  schedule  your  dates. 


Downing  called 
to  Myers  Park 

The  Myers  Park  Church  has 
called  Tyler  Downing  to  be  its 
associate  pastor  for  youth  and 
their  families. 

Downing  is  a  native  of  Phenix 
City,  Alabama,  and  a  graduate 
of  Davidson  College,  class  of 
1974.  He  received  the  master  of 
arts  degree  from  Virginia  Com- 
monwealth University  and  en- 
tered the  field  of  teaching.  He 
and  his  wife  became  a  teaching 
couple  in  1978  for  the  Anglo- 
American  School  in  Leningrad, 
U.S.S.R.  They  served  there  un- 
til 1980. 

Upon  returning  to  the  U.S.A., 
Downing  resumed  teaching  and 
later  entered  Columbia  Seminary 
to  receive  the  M.Div.  degree  in 
1984.  He  has  been  the  associate 
pastor  at  the  Hidenwood  Presby- 
terian Church,  Newport  News, 
Virginia,  in  Norfolk  Presbytery 
since  his  ordination. 

The  Downings  have  three 
boys,  Andrew,  Thomas,  and 
Ben. 

Downing  is  to  begin  his  work 
at  Myers  Park  in  June.  He  will 
be  examined  at  the  May  presby- 
tery meeting. 

Ginny  Holderness 
will  lead  workshop 
for  advisors  of 
small  youth  groups 

"We  don't  have  enough  kids 
in  our  church!"  "How  can  you 
put  7th  graders- 12th  graders  in 
one  group?"  "Our  young  people 
all  work."  "What  kind  of  pro- 
gram can  I  plan  for  six  kids?" 

These  and  other  quesitons  are 
common  concerns  for  advisors 
of  small  youth  groups. 

HELP  IS  ON  THE  WAY! 

At  a  workshop  on  May  22 
from  2:00-5:00  at  Seigle  Avenue 
Presbyterian  Church,  Ginny 
Ward  Holderness  will  help  par- 
ticipants to  explore  the  challenge 
and  possibilities  of  doing  youth 
ministry  with  small  groups. 

Ginny,  author  of  The  Ex- 
uberant Years,  Youth  Ministry, 
Junior  Highs,  and  curriculum 
pieces,  brings  a  strong  dose  of 
enthusiasm  and  energy  to  all  she 
does.  It  will  be  an  afternoon  of 
excitement! 

For  additional  details  contact 
the  presbytery  office. 

MCAP  sponsors 
event  on  sexuality 

The  Mecklenburg  Council  on 
Adolescent  Pregnancy,  the 
Charlotte  Area  Health  Educa- 
tion Center,  and  the  National 
Conference  of  Christians  and 
Jews  are  sponsoring  an  event  for 
clergy  and  church  educators  con- 
cerning "Sexuality  Education:  A 
Spiritual  Responsibility." 

Speakers  will  include  Dr. 
Robert  Newton,  "The  Role  of 
the  Church  in  Sexuality  Educa- 
tion"; Dorothy  Williams, 
"There  is  a  Season,"  a  study 
program  in  human  sexuality  for 
Christian  youth  and  their  pa- 
rents; and  Diannah  Ellis,  "Eval- 
uation of  Sexuality  Education 
Program  in  Religious  Settings." 

The  program  will  be  held  on 
Wednesday,  May  11,  8:00-12:30, 
at  Myers  Park  Baptist  Church, 
Shalom  Hall.  Ten  dollars  will 
pay  the  registration  fee  and  pro- 
vide a  continental  breakfast. 


Workshop  planned 

hands-on 


P.R.E.M.  SAMPLER 
SUNDAY  AFTERNOON,  MAY  1 
2:00  -  6:00 
AMITY  PRESBYTERIAN  CHURCH 
2831  N.  SHARON  AMITY  ROAD 

For:  Teachers,  Christian  education  committee  members,  session 
members,  pastors  and  educators 


big 


SCHEDULE: 

2:00-4:00  —  Plenary,  an  overview  of  P.R.E.M.  to  provide  the 

picture"  —  Jocelyn  Hill 
2:45-4:15  —  Workshops 

How  to  Choose  A  Curriculum  —  Frances  Johns  and  Eubank 
Taylor 

Planning  a  Total  Educational  Ministry  —  Rosanna  Fountain 
Children  (preschool  and  elementary)  BIBLE  DISCOVERY  — 

Marsha  Ghent  and  Libby  Whiteley 
Children  (preschool  and  elementary)  CELEBRATE  —  Brenda 

Bledsoe  and  Jean  Love 
Youth  BIBLE  DISCOVERY  and  CELEBRATE  —  Eddie  Beach 

and  Beth  Lambert 
Adult  BIBLE  DISCOVERY  and  CELEBRATE  —  Robert  Jack 

and  Anne  Vickers 

4:30-6:00  —  Repeat  of  each  workshop 

Sponsored  by  the  presbytery  Christian  Education  Committee. 

New  videos  and  books  available 
for  check-out  at  Resource  Center 


New  resources  are  being  added 
to  the  Resource  Center  for  use  in 
congregations. 

The  latest  videos  are  A 
Glimpse  of  Heaven:  Easter  in  the 
Soviet  Union;  The  Lion,  the 
Witch,  and  the  Wardrobe;  The 
Selfish  Giant;  The  Velveteen 
Rabbit;  Youth  Ministry  (four 
videos  from  GROUP);  Families; 
Leaven  in  the  Loaf;  New  Media 
Bible — from  Genesis  and  Luke; 
Sex:  Topic  for  Conversation  with 
Sol  Gordon — for  parents  of 
young  children,  for  parents  of 
teenagers,  for  teenagers;  Cam- 
corder class;  Small  Church  Pro- 
files; A  Company  of  Pilgrims 
(about  the  Presbyterian  presence 
in  the  U.S.);  and  Crush  (reflects 
on  the  crisis  on  homelessness  and 
the  dignity  of  people). 


Among  other  new  books  one 
will  find  the  following:  Making 
Ethical  Decisions:  A  Casebook, 
Louis  Weeks;  AIDS  and  the 
Church,  Earl  Shelp  and  Ronald 
Sunderland;  A  Room  Called 
Remember  (uncollected  pieces), 
Frederick  Buechner;  Teaching 
and  Religious  Imagination:  An 
Essay  in  the  Theology  of  Teach- 
ing, Maria  Harris;  Preaching 
About  Conflict  in  the  Local 
Church,  William  Willimon; 
Preaching  About  Life  in  a 
Threatening  World,  Ronald 
Sider  and  Michael  King;  and 
Preaching  About  Family  Rela- 
tionship, Elizabeth  Achtemeier. 

The  library  is  located  at  the 
Presbytery  Center,  1830  Queens 
Road,  Charlotte,  and  is  open 
each  weekday  from  8:30-5:00. 


Don  Griggs  workshop  leader 
for  LOGOS  at  Philadelphia 


Philadelphia  Presbyterian 
Church  will  host  a  curriculum 
seminar  and  teacher  workshop 
for  the  LOGOS  Program  (for- 
merly called  "Youth  Club")  on 
June  10  and  11. 

The  LOGOS  Program  is  an  in- 
terdenominational system  of 
ministry  which  encourages  con- 
gregations to  put  a  new  priority 
on  the  nurture  of  children  and 
youth,  grades  1-12,  and  their 
families.  It  is  a  "retreat  every 
week,  in  the  middle  of  the  week, 
at  the  church." 


Don  and  Pat  Griggs,  interna- 
tionally known  and  highly  re- 
spected teachers  and  advisors, 
are  managing  editors  for  the  pro- 
gram's curriculum.  The  "Faith 
for  Life"  curriculum  will  be  in- 
troduced, and  Don  will  lead  a 
teacher   workshop  entitled 

"Teaching  the  Bible  Creatively" 
at  the  June  event,  one  of  several 
all  over  the  United  States. 

Brant  Baker,  associate  mini- 
ster at  Philadelphia,  can  provide 
additional  information. 


Calendar  of  Events 

MAY 

1  2:00-6:00  p.m.  P.R.E.M.  Sampler— Amity  Presbyterian  Church 

3  2:00  p.m. 

Committee  on  Ministry 

4:00  p.m. 

Planning  Committee 

5  2:30  p.m. 

Presbytery's  Council 

6-8 

Senior  High  Retreat 

9  9:15  a.m. 

Hunger  Committee 

7:30  p.m. 

Specialized  Ministries  Committee 

10 

Packet  mailed  for  May  presbytery  meeting 

4:00  p.m. 

Christian  Education  Committee 

12  7:30  p.m. 

Church  Assistance  Committee 

16  10:00  a.m. 

2-cents-a-meal  Committee 

22  2:00-5:00  p.m.  Workshop  for  advisors  of  small  youth  groups- 

Seigle  Ave.  Church 

24  9:00  a.m. 

Mecklenburg  Presbytery,  Alexander  Children's 

Center 

Program  aims  to  help 
build  stronger  families 
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Presbytery's  Adult  Family 
Nurture  Committee  is  excited 
about  a  program  offered  for  any 
church  concerned  about  streng- 
thening families. 

The  program  involves  three 
meetings  or  consultations  involv- 
ing at  least  two  persons  from 
participating  congregations:  one 
church  professional  (pastor  or 
educator)  and  one  lay  person. 
The  cost  is  $30  per  participating 
church. 

Leadership  will  be  provided  by 
Bob  Stogner,  MSW,  director  of 
Family  Tree,  Burlington. 

All  sessions  will  be  held  at  the 
Hawfields  Church. 

Session  I,  "Learning  About 
Your  Church  Family,"  will  help 
participants  to  learn  about  traits 
of  healthy  families  and  how  to 
look  at  a  congregation  as  a  sys- 
tem that  encourages  such  traits. 
Participants  will  explore  dif- 
ferent models  of  family  ministry 
and  then  receive  tools  and  pro- 
cess for  assessing  a  church  and  its 


family  ministry  needs.  Saturday, 
May  14,  9:00  a.m. -3:00  p.m. 

Session  II,  "Developing  A 
Family  Ministry  Plan  For  Your 
Church,"  will  be  held  on  Thurs- 
day, June  9,  6:30-9:30  p.m.  Par- 
ticipants will  share  the  findings 
from  the  study  of  their  congrega- 
tion and  its  needs.  Stogner  will 
share  various  family  ministry 
resources.  Each  participating 
church  will  then  develop  a  plan 
of  action  which  will  be  imple- 
mented over  the  next  several 
months. 

Session  III,  "Processing  Your 
Family  Ministry  Plan,"  date  to 
be  determined  by  participants.  In 
this  final  session,  the  participants 
will  be  able  to  assess  their  entire 
family  ministry  plan  and  begin  to 
project  new  plans  for  the  future. 

For  more  information,  contact 
the  Rev.  Carter  Gillespie, 
associate  pastor,  Hawfields 
Church,  578-281 1 .  Brochures  are 
available  in  your  church  office. 


Step 
intQ 


'88 
Leadership 

A  TRAINING  EVENT  J. 

To  all  you  fans  of  WINTER 
POPS 

— is  there  more  that  you'd 
like  to  learn  about  a  particular 
subject? 

— did  you  miss  the  event 
because  of  conflicts? 

— are  there  other  subjects 
you'd  like  to  explore? 

Well,  STEP  INTO  LEADER- 
SHIP is  on  the  way!  On  Satur- 
day, September  17,  at  First 
Church,  Burlington,  we  will 
once  again  gather  for  a  day- 
long exploration  of  many  areas 
in  the  life  of  the  church,  all 
taught  by  first-rate  faculty,  and 


September  17,  1988 
First  Presbyterian  Church 

508  West  Davis  Street 
Burlington,  NC 

8:45  a.m.  -  4:15  p.m. 

(Registration  -  8:00  a.m.) 


designed  to  enhance  the  leader- 
ship abilities  in  the  congre- 
gation. 

Some  sample  subjects  on  the 
docket  are: 

— Questons  and  answers  with 
Dr.  Ben  Lacy  Rose 

— Hymn  study  with  Dr. 
James  Sydnor 

— Lab  schools  for  pre-school 
and  elementary  teachers  using 
PREM  curriculum  resources 

— Choral  conducting  with 
Dr.  Lara  Hoggard 

Mark  you  calendars  now,  a 
day  that  offers  something  for 
everyone. 


Editor  solicits  articles  on 
church  events  for  Orange  page 


Deadline  for  news  articles  to 
be  in  the  office  of  Orange  Pres- 
bytery is  the  first  Tuesday  of 
each  month. 

Your  editor  invites  your  arti- 
cles. If  your  church  has  a  news- 
worthy event  that  you  believe  the 


larger  church  would  like  to  know 
about — or  needs  to  know  about 
— please  submit  articles  and  they 
will  be  used,  space  permitting. 

Some  months  there  is  an  abun- 
dance; other  months  there  is  a 
need  (like  April,  for  instance). 


Presbytery  B  women  to  meet 


The  first  annual  gathering  of 
Presbyterian  Women  of  Presby- 
tery B  will  be  held  at  Grace 


Church  in  Winston-Salem  on 
April  30.  Thelma  Davidson 
Adair  will  preside. 


I  ilG  KJlal. 

yUyLtZllall 

Bob  Poteet,  Editor 

April  1988 

P.O.  Box  2874.  Durham  27705 

(919)  286-0704 

New  curriculum  is  ready 


"Now  is  the  time  for  each 
local  congregation  to  be  making 
decisions  about  curriculum  re- 
sources that  it  will  be  using  in  the 
fall  for  church  school  as  well  as 
in  all  other  settings  for  your  edu- 
cational ministry,"  said  Bob 
Poteet,  staff  associate  for  leader- 
ship development  in  the  pres- 
bytery. 

Beginning  in  the  fall,  the  Pres- 
byterian Church  (U.S.A.)  will  be 
offering  a  new  approach  to  the 
educational  ministry  of  the 
church  which  includes  curricu- 
lum resources. 

C.E.S.A.  (Christian  Educa- 
tion Shared  Approaches)  mater- 
ials will  no  longer  be  available  so 
it  is  important  for  churches  to 
plan  for  fall  now. 

P.R.E.M.  is  the  acronymn  for 
Presbyterian  and  Reformed 
Educational  Ministry  which  is 
the  product  of  many,  many 
hours  of  listening,  planning,  re- 
search and  writing  over  the  past 
five  years. 

At  the  reuniting  meeting  of  the 
General  Assembly  of  the  church 
in  Atlanta  in  1983,  an  overture 
was  adopted  which  mandated 
that  the  new  denomination  begin 
immediately  to  produce  a  distinc- 
tively Presbyterian  and  Re- 
formed educational  ministry  in- 
cluding curriculum  resources 
which  is  true  to  our  tradition  of 
Biblical  authority,  consistent 
with  our  historical  theological 
emphases  and  polity  and  which 
educates  our  members  in  under- 
standing how  education,  wor- 
ship, and  ministry  need  to  be  in- 
terdependently  related. 

In  January  of  .1985,  a  group  of 
64  educators,  pastors,  and  laity 
gathered  at  Montreat  to  begin 
developing  statements  about  our 
understanding  of  how  theology, 
education,  and  practice  can  be 
brought  together  to  help  equip 
the  Presbyterian  Church 
(U.S.A.)  to  grow  in  faithfulness 
and  in  its  understanding  of  what 
it  means  to  be  a  disciple  of  Jesus 
Christ. 

After  these  years  of  very  inten- 
sive work  and  research  and  the 
commitment  of  more  than 
$6,000,000,  the  new  materials  are 
now  available  for  examination 
prior  to  ordering  to  use  begin- 
ning in  September. 

What  is  distinctive  about 
PREM  is  that  there  are  two  com- 
plete curriculum  resource  sys- 


tems for  use  in  the  churches. 
Materials  are  being  provided  for 
persons  from  "birth  through 
adulthood."  Both  take  seriously 
our  theology  and  heritage  and 
are  vitally  concerned  about  how 
children,  youth,  and  adults  learn 
and  issues  with  which  they  are 
dealing  developmentally  as  well 
as  socially.  Neither  "takes  a 
seminary  degree  to  teach."  Bible 
Discovery  and  Celebrate  are  the 
two  curriculum  systems.  They 
have  in  common 

•  a  strong  biblical  base  and 
Reformed  theological  orientation 

•  oriented  around  the 
liturgical  or  "church  year"  (You 
will  study  Christmas  at  Christ- 
mas and  Easter  at  Easter) 

•  written  with  the  smaller 
membership  church  in  mind 

•  "user-friendly"  for  both 
learner  and  leader  (for  the  leader 
the  assumption  is  one  hour  of 
preparation  time  per  class 
session) 

•  colorful,  attractive 

Bible  Discovery  is  primarily  a 
church  school  curriculum  for  all 
ages,  is  quarterly,  and  uses  exten- 
sively leaflets  for  learners  for 
children  and  youth.  The  adult  Bi- 
ble Discovery  materials  are 
organized  around  the  Interna- 
tional Uniform  Lesson  scriptural 
texts  and  even  come  with  a  large- 
print  edition  of  the  student's 
book. 

Celebrate  is  not  just  a  curri- 
culum for  Sunday  church  school 
but  provides  a  much  wider  selec- 
tion of  resources  for  the  educa- 
tional ministry  of  the  church,  in- 
cluding the  Sunday  church 
school.  Celebrate  resources  will 
be  provided  for  youth  ministry, 
confirmation/commissioning 
classes,  officer  training,  steward- 
ship education,  peacemaking, 
Presbyterian  Men  and  Presby- 
terian Women,  international 
mission  and  more. 

In  addition  to  being  organized 
around  the  church  year  as  is  Bi- 
ble Discovery,  Celebrate  is  the- 
matically  compatible  with  the 
New  Common  Lectionary  which 
is  used  by  more  than  50  percent 
of  the  ministers  in  the  PC(USA) 
for  preaching.  This  is  particu- 
larly true  for  older  elementary 
children  and  adults. 

Celebrate  seeks  to  be  even 
more  intentional  in  reflecting  the 
Presbyterian  Church's  continu- 
ing commitment  to  an  education- 


al ministry  and  life  style  which  is 

•  biblically  based 

•  historically  informed 

•  communally  nurtured 

•  ecumenically  involved 

•  socially  engaged 
Because  of  its  ties  with  the 

New  Common  Lectionary,  Cele- 
brate resources  are  annual.  Be- 
cause these  resources  are  not 
dated,  the  leader's  materials  and 
classroom  kits  and  many  class- 
room story  books  and  resources 
can  be  recycled  after  two  or  three 
years,  depending  on  the  par- 
ticular cycle,  helping  to  reduce 
the  annual  expense  for  cur- 
riculum resources. 

Again,  these  resources  are  very 
colorful  and  attractive,  and  the 
leader  supports  include  very  well 
laid-out  leader's  guides  as  well  as 
a  series  of  excellent  videotape 
resources.  There  are  learner 
leaflets,  story  books,  and 
resources  for  use  by  parents  and 
children  at  home  as  well  as  class- 
room story  and  resource  books. 

It  is  important  for  each  con- 
gregation to  plan  for  using  these 
resources.  There  are  examination 
kits  available  for  both  Bible 
Discovery  and  Celebrate 
resources  through  each  of  the 
presbytery  Resource  Centers. 

Congregations  can  order  ex- 
amination materials  from  the 
Presbyterian  Publishing  House 
in  Atlanta.  These  may  be  re- 
turned, complete  and  in  salable 
condition  as  late  as  August  1  for 
a  complete  refund.  The  church 
pays  only  the  shipping  charges. 
If  the  church  decides  to  use 
one  or  both  of  the  curriculum 
approaches,  it  is  wise  to  keep  the 
examination  kit  because  curri- 
culum resource  pieces  included 
were  sold  at  a  drastically  reduced 
price. 

Also,  for  annual  Celebrate 
resources,  there  is  a  10  percent 
discount  if  these  materials  are 
ordered  prior  to  May  3.  Also, 
because  there  is  a  larger  initial 
financial  "outlay"  in  ordering 
annual  resources,  churches  have 
the  option  of  paying  for  the  an- 
nual resources  quarterly,  without 
additional  finance  charges. 

There  are  about  25  trained 
consultants  to  help  a  church 
make  decisions  about  the  educa- 
tional ministry.  If  your  church 
needs  help  or  if  you  have  ques- 
tions, call  Bob  Poteet  in 
presbytery's  office  for  assistance 
(286-0704). 


Ghana  Presbyterian  leaders  visit  to  start  partnership 


By  Lib  McPherson 

The  Rev.  E.S.  Mate-Kodjo, 
stated  clerk  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church  of  Ghana  (PCG),  E.O. 
Koram,  PCG  treasurer,  and  the 
Rev.  Issac  Fukuo,  chairman, 
Inter-Church  and  Ecumenical 
Relations  of  the  PCG,  visited 
Orange  Presbytery  in  late  fall  to 
begin  the  first  stages  of  the  pro- 
posed partnership  between 
Orange  Presbytery,  the  Global 
Mission  Unit  (UCUSA),  and  the 
Presbyterian  Church  of  Ghana, 
as  authorized  by  presbytery  in 
1986. 

The  visit  was  made  in  conjunc- 
tion with  the  Ghana  Consulta- 
tion which  was  held  in  the  U.S. 
for  the  first  time  in  1987  and  in- 
cludes official  representatives 


from  partner  churches  of  PCG: 
EMS  (Germany),  Basel  Mission 
(Switzerland),  NCR  (Nether- 
lands), and  the  Church  of  Scot- 
land. I  was  invited  to  participate 
in  the  consultation  as  member  of 
the  Orange  Presbytery  Hunger 
Committee. 

After  a  welcome  by  Dr.  Alfred 
Thomas,  presbytery  executive, 
upon  their  arrival  at  RDU,  the 
delegation  joined  Hunger  Com- 
mittee members  at  the  home  of 
Peggy  McNeill,  Hunger  Com- 
mittee member.  Dr.  Robert  Pat- 
terson hosted  a  visit  by  the  group 
to  the  NCSU  Department  of 
Crop  Science  to  see  research  on 
integration  of  agriculture  and 
vegetable  horticulture  for  semi- 
arid  food  production  conducted 
by  graduate  school  student  Mark 


McMarty  with  a  grant  from 
Orange  Presbytery. 

Orange  Congregations  in  Mis- 
sion (OCIM)  with  the  Rev.  Susan 
Gladdin,  host,  welcomed  the 
visitors  to  Hillsborough  Presby- 
terian Church  for  a  time  of  fel- 
lowship and  a  presentation  on 
the  ministry  of  OCIM,  which  has 
received  domestic  grants  from 
the  presbytery  hunger  funds. 

My  husband,  Tom,  and  I  were 
hosts  to  the  Ghanaian  group  at 
historic  Woodside  Inn  in  Caswell 
County,  where  presbytery  leaders 
and  the  Hunger  Committee  came 
together  for  dinner  and  a  time 
for  sharing  each  other's  lives  and 
learning  about  each  other's  faith 
and  cultures. 

A  full  day  was  spent  in  wor- 
ship, fellowship,  and  exploring 


together  the  potential  for  mutual 
mission  and  partnership  between 
the  Presbyterian  Church  in 
Ghana  and  Orange  Presbytery. 

The  Ghanaians  shared  infor- 
mation about  Ghana:  the  Afram 
Plains  where  the  proposed  part- 
nership would  be  implemented; 
the  country,  church,  needs,  and 
opportunity  for  mutual  mission 
and  partnership  in  development 
and  ministry.  Hunger  committee 
members  shared  information 
about  Orange  Presbytery;  its  pre- 
sent and  its  future;  the  churches, 
people,  needs,  and  opportunities 
for  mutual  mission  and  partner- 
ship. 

A  decision  was  made  to  con- 
tinue the  development  of  the 
partnership  as  the  Ghanian 
Church  defines  the  details  of  the 


Afram  Plains  ministry  and 
Orange  Presbytery  begins  the 
process  of  education  and 
promotion. 

Mate-Kodjo  invited  the  Hun- 
ger Committee  to  participate  in 
the  Presbyterian  Church  of 
Ghana  Consultation  in  Ghana  in 
September  1988. 

Members  of  the  delegation 
traveled  to  Greensboro  and 
Graham,  where  they  visited  in 
several  homes.  They  shared  wor- 
ship and  fellowship  with  the 
Graham,  Starmount,  Greens- 
boro First,  Westminster,  Van- 
dalia,  Bethel,  and  New  Creation 
Community  Churches  before 
departing  for  Atlanta 

Partnership  be         .  getting 
acquainted.  Oram 
has  taken  a  fir 
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Charles  Elliot  moves 
to  Carolina  Beach 


Charles  Elliot  reviews  notes  at  the  last  Presbytery  meeting 


Charles  Elliot  is  now  the 
pastor  at  the  Carolina  Beach 
Church.  He  ended  his  service  as 
executive  presbyter  of  Wilming- 
ton Presbytery  as  of  March  31 
and  started  at  Carolina  Beach  on 
April  1. 

Charles  came  to  this  presby- 
tery in  March  1986  and  served 
not  only  as  executive  but  also  as 
stated  clerk  and  treasurer.  He  is 
continuing  as  stated  clerk,  and 
the  Presbytery  Council  is  to  fill 
the  positions  of  executive  and 


treasurer  for  the  time  remaining 
this  year,  before  the  new  presby- 
tery boundaries  become  effec- 
tive. (See  story  this  page  on  the 
interim  executive.) 

There  will  be  a  reception  for 
Charles  and  his  family  on  April 
24  at  the  Winter  Park  Church 
from  3-6  p.m.  Everyone  is  in- 
vited to  attend.  (The  church's  ad- 
dress is  4501  Wrightsville  Ave., 
Wilmington.) 

We  wish  Charles  God's  bless- 
ing in  his  ministry. 


Presbytery  breakfast 
club  initiates  Elliot 


The  Rev.  Charles  D.  Elliott 
was  received  into  the  West  Wil- 
mington Presbytery  Breakfast 
Club  (WWPBC)  on  March  16  at 
a  private  ceremony  in  an  un- 
disclosed location.  Members  of 
the  presbytery's  staff,  honored 
guests,  and  permanent  members 
of  WWPBC  were  present.  The 
ceremony  was  conducted  by  the 
Rev.  George  Burdell. 

The  primary  purpose  of 
WWPBC  is  to  initiate  admini- 
strative personnel  into  church 
life.  Elliott  is  assuming  duties  as 
pastor  of  the  Carolina  Beach 
Church  after  serving  as  execu- 
tive presbyter  of  Wilmington 


Presbytery. 

During  the  ceremony  Elliott 
was  praised  for  his  choice  in 
clothes,  his  sensitivity,  and  his 
brief  answers  to  long  questions. 
To  prepare  him  for  his  future 
work  the  members  of  WWPBC 
provided  him  with  liturgical 
garments  appropriate  for  beach 
ministry. 

In  remarks  following  the  cere- 
mony Elliott  said,  "Membership 
in  WWPBC  means  more  to  me 
than  being  an  alumnus  of  David- 
son College.  I  want  to  thank  the 
members  of  the  group  for  their 
warm  reception." 


Presbytery  to  sponsor 
day  for  children  in  May 


There  will  be  a  day  for  child- 
ren (grades  1-6)  on  May  14  at 
Moore's  Creek  Park.  This  Satur- 
day event  will  be  held  in  the 
afternoon  from  2-5  p.m.  The 
title  for  the  day  is  "Whose 


World  Is  It  Anyway?" 

The  cost  will  be  three  dollars 
for  food  and  program.  Contact 
Jane  Skelly  at  the  presbytery 
office  for  more  information. 


Calendar  of  events 

APRIL 

23-24  Senior  High  Retreat  at  Camp  Kirkwood 
26  Kirkwood  Mission  Committee,  4:30  p.m.  at 
Kirkwood 


MAY 

2 


Edwards  Continuing  Education  Committee,  2  p.m. 
at  presbytery  office 

3  Committee  on  Ministry,  2  p.m.  at  Wallace  Church 

4  Council  meeting,  10  a.m.  at  presbytery  office 

7  Kirkwood  Counselor  Training,  9  a.m. -2  p.m.  at 
Kirkwood 

11  A. P. A.  Meeting  noon  at  St.  Andrews-Covenant 
Church,  Wilmington,  in  the  fellowship  hall 

14  Children's  Day  2-5:30  p.m.  at  Moore's  Creek  Battle- 
ground, Atkinson,  N.C. 

14  Kirkwood  Counselor  Training  9  a.m. -2  p.m.  at 
Kirkwood 

Evangelism  Committee,  1  p.m.  at  presbytery  office 
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Cape  Carteret  dedicates  sanctuary 


The  members  and  friends  of 
the  Cape  Carteret  Church  cele- 
brated the  dedication  of  their  new 
sanctuary  on  Sunday,  January 
17.  An  overflow  congregation 
filled  the  new  facility.  The  service 
included  participants  from  five 
other  denominations  in  the  com- 
munity and  representatives  from 
the  synod  and  Wilmington 
Presbytery. 

The  Rev.  Albert  G.  Edwards 
of  Raleigh  preached  the  dedica- 
tory sermon.  Following  the  ser- 
vice the  congregation  gathered 
for  a  reception  in  the  fellowship 
hall. 

The  church  began  in  1960  in 
Swansboro  and  relocated  to 
Cape  Carteret  in  1965.  The 
church  has  132  active  members 
who  participate  in  a  full  program 
of  worship,  fellowship,  study, 
and  service.  It  is  located  in  a 
growing  section  and  welcomes 
new  members  at  a  rate  of  about 


Dorothy  O.  Forbes 

Forbes  named 
interim  exec 

The  Council  of  Wilmington 
Presbytery  has  chosen  Dorothy 
O.  Forbes  as  interim  executive  of 
the  presbytery.  She  is  taking  the 
place  of  Charles  Elliot,  who  has 
moved  to  the  Carolina  Beach 
Church.  Dorothy  will  serve  un- 
til December  31,  when  the  new 
presbytery  boundaries  take 
effect. 

Dorothy  is  an  elder  at  First 
Church,  Wilmington.  She  has 
served  on  many  committees,  in- 
cluding the  Nominating  Commit- 
tee, the  Committee  on  Ministry 
(moderator  for  one  year),  and 
the  Candidates  Committee.  She 
has  also  served  as  moderator  of 
the  presbytery. 

A  graduate  of  Duke  University 
and  Spencerian  College  (Cleve- 
land, Ohio),  Dorothy  worked  for 
the  Housing  Authority  of  the 
City  of  Wilmington  and  at  her 
retirement  was  serving  as  execu- 
tive director.  Her  hobbies  include 
golf,  bridge,  and  knitting. 

We  welcome  Dorothy  to  this 
position  and  look  forward  to  a 
fruitful  ministry  this  year. 


Cape  Carteret's  new  sanctuary 

15  percent  per  year  in  growth. 

Generous  support  from  the 
membership  and  a  grant  from 
Wilmington  Presbytery  enabled 
the  construction  to  proceed  in  ad- 
vance of  expections.  The  build-  (U.S.A.) 

Presbytery  D  holds 
its  first  assembly 


ing  was  completed  in  six  months 
and  is  of  contemporary  design 
with  beautiful  stained  glass  win- 
dows. The  main  window  includes 
the  new  cross  logo  of  the  PC 


On  Thursday,  March  24,  there 
was  a  meeting  of  representatives 
of  the  four  presbyteries  who  will 
be  joining  to  form  Presbytery 
"D"  in  southeastern  North 
Carolina.  The  purpose  of  this 
meeting  was  to  begin  work  on  the 
organizational  structure  of  the 
new  presbytery.  First  Church  of 
Fayetteville  hosted  the  event.  The 
four  presbyteries  involved  were 
Fayetteville,  Yadkin,  Cape  Fear, 
and  Wilmington. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  meet- 
ing co-moderators  and  co-clerks 
were  elected.  The  moderators 
were  John  Todd  (Fayetteville) 
and  G.B.  Fairwood  (Cape  Fear). 
The  clerks  were  Gail  Porter 
(Yadkin)  and  Charles  Elliot  (Wil- 
mington). All  parts  of  the  meet- 
ing and  worship  service  were 
balanced  between  the  various 
presbyteries. 

Worship  was  one  of  the  first 
orders  of  business.  The  guest 
preacher  was  Dr.  James  Costen. 
The  Sacrament  of  the  Lord's 
Supper  was  observed. 

Following  lunch  there  was  a 
meaningful  time  of  sharing  as 
each  presbytery  presented  a  cap- 
sule of  its  history.  This  time 
enabled  those  in  attendance  to 
more  fully  appreciate  the  diver- 
sity and  the  rich  history  which 
each  group  brings  to  this  merger. 

In  terms  of  organization,  the 
most  significant  part  of  the 
meeting  was  the  election  of  as- 
sembly committees,  which  will 
do  the  "nuts  and  bolts"  planning 
for  the  new  presbytery.  Eight 
committees  were  named:  Transi- 
tional Council  (steering  commit- 


tee), Mission  Design  and  Orga- 
nizational Plan,  Budget/Fi- 
nance, Office  Location,  Presby- 
tery Name,  Executive  Staff 
Search  Committee,  Committee 
on  Representation,  and  a  Nomi- 
nating Committee. 

The  following  persons  from 
Wilmington  Presbytery  were 
elected  to  the  various  com- 
mittees: 

Council:  Tom  Pappendick, 
Sally  Council,  Bill  Pauley, 
Martha  Huffine,  Roger  Home, 
and  Ed  Stewart. 

Mission  Design-Organization 
Plan:  Earle  Roberts,  Bob  Bar- 
din,  Bobbye  Dickens,  Jim 
Bartlett. 

Budget  and  Finance:  Ed  Van 
Nordheim,  Charles  Smith, 
Charles  Elliot. 

Office  Location:  Ernie  Gray, 
Penelope  Bender,  Brian  Weger. 

Presbytery  Name:  Jay 
Bender,  Jack  Dail,  Rachel 
Christopher. 

Representation:  Jan  Smook, 
Peggy  Olson. 

Nominating:  Katherine 
Achtemeier,  Bettie  Hawes,  Ran- 
dolph Terrel,  Ed  Edmondson. 

Staff  Committee:  Tom  Hay, 
Dorothy  Forbes,  Bill  Huffine. 

Concerns  and  suggestions  can 
be  related  to  these  individuals  as 
they  represent  us  in  this  process. 

The  time  has  not  been  offici- 
ally set  for  the  next  meeting,  but 
an  invitation  to  held  the  meeting 
at  St.  Andrews-Covenant  Church, 
Wilmington,  was  received  jointly 
from  St.  Andrews-Covenant  and 
Church  Street  Churches. 


Wilma  Prez  Sez 


Presbyterian  Men  of  Wilming- 
ton Presbytery  will  be  having 
their  spring  meeting  on  Monday, 
May  9,  at  the  Beulaville  Church 
(on  Highway  24  in  Beulaville). 
The  meeting  will  start  at  7  p.m. 
with  supper,  and  the  program 
will  include  the  election  of  of- 
ficers and  a  presentation  by  the 
Rev.  Bob  Haywood,  campus 
minister  at  UNCW. 

May  Craven  will  be  speaking 
on  the  topic  "Public  Relations... 
Who  Does  Yours?"  at  the  St. 


Andrews-Covenant  Church  on 
May  1 1 .  She  will  be  speaking  to 
a  meeting  of  the  Administrative 
Personnel  Association  (APA). 
Ms.  Craven  is  an  elder  in  the 
Cape  Fear  church  and  is  presi- 
dent of  Craven  Consulting. 

The  annual  "Seminar  on  Lo- 
cal Church  History"  will  be  held 
at  the  Presbyterian  Study  Center 
(formerly  the  Historical  Founda- 
tion) in  Montreat,  N.C,  May 
22-25.  This  three-and-a-half-day 
seminar  is  designed  for  historians 


writing  a  congregational  history 
for  publication  and  for  Presby- 
terian Women  historians  writing 
an  annual  account.  For  more  in- 
formation contact  Diana  Ruby 
Sanderon,  Presbyterian  Study 
Center,  P.O.  Box  849,  Montreat, 
N.C.  28757  (704-669-7061). 

Don't  forget  to  mark  your  cal- 
endars for  Proclaim-ation  Cele- 
bration II.  It  is  coming  up  on 
Saturday,  August  27  at  the  Myr- 
tle Grove  Church.  Plan  to  be 
there! 
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Child  helps  child  in  need 


Cheri  came  to  the  Pre-Adoles- 
cent  Center  (PAC)  in  August  of 
1986.  A  learning  disability  made 
it  hard  for  her  to  develop  social 
and  academic  skills.  The  PAC 
has  been  providing  help  she 
couldn't  get  in  her  own  commu- 
nity attending  public  school. 

Cheri  has  made  a  great  deal  of 
progress  due  to  the  hard  work 
and  compassion  shown  by  her 
mother  and  PAC  staff.  Now  this 
14-year-old  shares  this  sense  of 
compassion  and  wants  to  help 
others  who  are  also  in  need. 

In  January  Cheri  began  spon- 
soring a  7-year-old  Guatemalan 
boy  through  the  Christian  Child- 
ren's Fund  (CCF).  Her  mother, 
Chris,  said  Cheri  saw  the  adver- 
tisement on  television  and  im- 
mediately came  to  her  saying  she 
had  to  help  those  poor  children. 

"She  called  the  toll-free  num- 
ber and  asked  how  she  could 
help,"  said  Chris.  "I  told  her  we 
couldn't  actually  afford  to  send 
$21  a  month,  but  Cheri  really 
wanted  to  do  this,  so  much  so 
that  she  offered  to  send  her  own 
allowance  of  $10  a  month.  I  was 
extremely  proud  of  her." 

The  CCF  sent  Cheri  informa- 
tion and  a  picture  of  Oscar 
Gomez.  He  lives  with  his  pa- 
rents, four  brothers,  and  four 
sisters  in  a  small  hut  constructed 
of  mud  brick  with  a  brick  floor. 
The  hut  has  no  sanitary  facilities 
and  water  is  obtained  from  a 
public  faucet.  Oscar's  father 
works  all  day  in  the  fields. 

"Oscar  loves  to  play  games," 
said  Cheri.  "But  he  is  not  a 
healthy  boy.  It  makes  me  feel 
good  to  know  I'm  helping  him  a 
little  bit,  but  I  wish  he  felt 
better." 

Nancy  Puffenberger,  lead 
teacher  at  the  PAC  school,  said 
that  everyone  at  the  Center  is 
very  proud  of  Cheri  for  caring 
enough  to  sacrifice  her  allowance 
to  help  someone  else. 

"This  is  a  child  who  used  to 
hoard  most  of  her  allowance  and 
spend  the  rest  on  chocolate  and 
candy,"  said  Nancy,  "we  re- 
minded her  that  she  wouldn't  be 
able  to  do  that  anymore  if  she 
decided  to  sponsor  Oscar.  But 
she  said  she  would  rather  go 
without  than  know  that  he  was 
suffering." 

Nancy  said  the  PAC  recog- 
nizes that  everyone — including 


Cheri  writing  to  Oscar. 

children  in  care — needs  to  have 
an  opportunity  to  provide  nur- 
ture as  well  as  to  receive  it.  To 
be  able  to  assist  staff  or  to  help 
peers  increases  the  children's 
sense  of  competence  and  self- 
esteem. 

Cheri  is  successfully  complet- 
ing the  PAC  program.  She  is  on 
the  highest  level  of  the  level 
system,  and  is  doing  very  well  in 
her  schoolwork  and  cottage  re- 
sponsibilities. A  big  part  of 
Cheri 's  success  in  the  program  is 


attributed  to  her  mother. 

"Chris  is  very  dedicated  to  her 
daughter  and  does  everything  she 
can  to  see  that  Chris  has  the  best 
help  that  is  available,"  said  Nan- 
cy. "Before  Cheri  came  here 
Chris  spent  every  available  min- 
ute after  school  until  bedtime 
with  Cheri,  helping  her  under- 
stand her  assignments  and  home- 
work. 

"Cheri  was  doing  well  in  her 
school  work,  but  her  mother  was 
exhausted  from  working  a  full 
day,  keeping  a  home  as  a  single 
parent,  and  being  a  special- 
education  tutor  to  her  child.  It 
was  just  too  much  for  anyone  to 
handle  alone." 

Chris  came  to  PAC  for  help. 
Here  Cheri  would  get  the  special 
attention  she  needed  in  school 
and  have  the  needed  opportunity 
to  learn  appropriate  social  skills 
by  living  in  a  group  setting  with 
other  children  and  trained  child- 
care  workers. 

This  summer  Cheri  will  be  re- 
united with  her  mom,  and  she 
will  continue  to  live  at  home 
while  attending  a  new  school 
next  fall. 

"I'm  so  pleased  with  Barium 
Springs,"  said  Chris.  "Cheri  and 
I  will  miss  everyone  when  she 
leaves.  Everyone  on  the  staff  has 
been  so  helpful." 


...Or 
So  It 
Seems 

A  news  report  indicates  that 
one  in  five  children  in  North 
Carolina  lives  in  poverty  and 
hunger.  These  children  are  most 
likely  to  drop  out  of  school, 
abuse  drugs,  and  turn  to  crime. 
Small  wonder. 

The  price  we  pay  for  neglect- 
ing our  children  is  impossible  to 
calculate.  A  commercial  for 
motor  oil  comes  to  mind.  The 
mechanic  tells  how  regular  oil 
changes  protect  your  car's  engine 
and  prevent  expensive  repairs. 


Earle  Frazier,  ACSW 
Executive  Director 

He  ends  with  the  warning,  "but 
you  can  pay  me  now  or  pay  me 
later." 

So  it  is  with  our  children.  We 
can  pay  now  or  we  will  pay  later. 
And  the  greatest  price  later  might 
well  be  living  with  the  knowledge 
that  we  could  have  helped — but 
didn't.  "Inasmuch  as  you  did  it 
not  to  the  least  of  these..." 


0 


Assistant  director  hired 


Bruce  Steadman,  social  work- 
er at  Sullivan  Cottage,  has  been 
hired  as  assistant  director  of  the 
Adolescent  Center.  He  will  as- 
sume this  position  once  his  old 
one  is  filled. 

As  assistant  director,  Bruce 
will  assist  director  Abe  Wilkin- 
son in  all  administrative  duties  at 
the  Center. 

Bruce  came  to  Barium  Springs 
in  July  1982.  He  is  a  graduate  of 
Atlantic  Christian  College,  and  is 


currently  completing  his  second 
year  of  the  three-year  master's 
program  at  the  University  of 
South  Carolina's  College  of 
Social  Work. 


clip  out  and  mail  to  order 


Pen  and  Ink  Drawings  of  the  original  buildings  of 
Barium  Springs  Home  for  Children 

TO  ORDER:  Fill  out  form  below;  send  with  check  or  money  order  before  May  31,  1988  to: 
Barium  Springs  Home  for  Children,  P.O.  Box  1,  Barium  Springs,  N.C.  28010 


INDIVIDUAL  PRINTS-10xl4,  $10  EACH 


Pen  and  ink  drawing  by 
Raleigh  artist  Jerry  Miller  of 
the  original  Little  Joe's 
Presbyterian  Church. 


NAME 

1.  Alexander  Building  (Shoe  Shop) 

2.  Annie  Louise  Cottage 

3.  Elementary  School  (New  school) 

4.  Howard  Cottage 

5.  Jennie  Gilmer  Cottage 

6.  Lee's  Cottage 

7.  Little  Joe's  Presbyterian  Church 

8.  Lottie  Walker  Woman'.s  Building 

9.  McNair  (Old  School  Building) 

10.  Rumple  Hall  (Dining  Ha'l) 

11.  Sprunt  Infirmary 

12.  Stowe  Baby  Cottage 

13.  Synod's  Cottage 


QUANTITY 


Set  of  13  PRINTS;  $75  Per  Set 
8'/2  x  11;  Number  of  Sets   


Box  of  13  Note  Cards  and  envelopes 
$5  per  box;  Number  of  Boxes   


Total  Amount  Enclosed 


NAME   

ADDRESS 
CITY   


ZIP  CODE 


STATE 


Orders  cannot  be  filled  unless  they  are  prepaid. 
Orders  not  picked  up  at  Homecoming,  1988,  will  be 
mailed  shortly  there  after. 


Games  build  staff-resident  relationship 


The  Adolescent  Center  had  an 
Activities  Day  on  March  23, 
from  1  until  3  p.m.  On  this  day 
each  month  the  Center  sets  aside 
two  hours  for  all  the  staff  and 
residents  to  participate  in  rela- 
tionship-building games. 

Night  supervisor  Robert  Pink- 
ney,  coordinator  of  the  event, 
said  participants  are  divided  into 
teams  consisting  of  both  resi- 
dents and  staff,  with  each  team 
trying  to  win  as  many  of  the 
events  as  they  can. 

"This  event  enables  staff  and 
residents  to  work  as  a  team 
toward  a  common  goal,"  said 
Pinkney.  "It  gives  everyone  a 
chance  to  see  each  other  as  team- 
mates and  equals,  not  as  'staff 
and  'residents.'  " 


Some  shoe  hunt  participants  have  already  found  their  shoes  and 
are  trying  to  put  them  on  while  others  still  run  from  bag  to  bag. 


One  of  the  games  played  was 
shoe  hunt.  In  this  game  every- 
one's shoes  are  placed  in  plastic 
bags  which  are  then  placed 
around  the  inside  of  the  gym. 


Everyone  must  run  and  look 
through  each  bag  until  they  find 
their  shoes  and  put  them  on.  The 
first  team  to  locate  all  of  their 
shoes  wins. 


In  Memory  —  In  Honor 

Barium  Springs  Home  for  Children 


Donor  

Address 


IN  MEMORY  -  IN  HONOR 

My  gift  of  $  is  enclosed. 

I  wish  to  Z  Honor  Remember 


Name  of 

Honoree  or  Deceased 
Address  


On  the  occasion  of  

Date  of  death  if  applicable 

Survivor  to  notify   

Address  


Relationship  of  survivor  to  honoree 


P.O.  Box  1,  Barium  Springs,  NC  28010 
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'Key  Friends9  of  seminary  to 
hold  annual  meeting  in  May 

Key  Friends  of  Union  Semi-  HHPRH 


Key  Friends  of  Union  Semi 
nary  in  Virginia  will  hold  their 
43rd  annual  meeting  at  the  semi- 
nary on  May  13-14.  "Key 
Friends"  are  people  chosen  by 
churches  to  assist  their  sessions 
in  identifying  and  challenging 
young  people  who  might  consi- 
der the  ministry  as  a  vocation 
and  in  encouraging  pastors  to 
pursue  continuing  education  op- 
portunities. Members  of  Presby- 
terian Women's  groups  are  also 
invited  to  the  annual  meetings 
because  of  their  historic  part  in 
the  nurturing  of  the  local  church. 

Guests  will  join  students,  fa- 
culty, and  staff  after  registration 
on  Friday,  May  13,  for  a  buffet 
dinner  and  keynote  address  by 
Douglas  F.  Ottati,  associate  pro- 
fessor of  theology.  "Dr.  Ottati, 
who  earned  his  Ph.D.  degree 
from  the  University  of  Chicago, 
is  one  of  Union  Seminary's  new 
group  of  bright,  young  profes- 
sors," said  a  seminary  spokes- 
man. 

On  Saturday,  May  14,  con- 
tinental breakfast  will  be  fol- 
lowed by  "Key  Friends — Build- 
ers of  the  Church  for  the  21st 
Century,"  a  presentation  by 
Robert  J.  Carlson,  director  of 
development.  Union  Seminary 
President  T.  Hartley  Hall  will 
conduct  a  dialogue  on  topics  af- 
fecting the  church  and  the  semi- 
nary, and  Roger  A.  Nicholson, 
director  of  admissions,  will  speak 


Ghanaian  pastor  Frederick  Lawlubi  (left)  and  UTS  professor 
Donald  Dawe  (center)  dance  with  students  and  others  during 
a  Ghana  presentation  at  Union  earlier  this  year. 


on  "Identifying  Pastors  for  the 
21st  Century." 

A  videotape  of  the  January 
travel  seminar  to  Ghana  led  by 
Union  Seminary  professor  of 
systematic  theology  Donald  G. 
Dawe  and  assistant  professor  of 
Christian  education  Richard  R. 
Osmer  will  be  presented.  Four 
students  will  speak  briefly  about 
their  decisions  to  attend  seminary 
and  about  student  life  at  Union. 


The  meeting  will  conclude  with 
lunch  and  group  discussions 
Saturday  afternoon. 

All  those  attending  will  be 
guests  of  the  seminary  for  lodg- 
ing and  meals.  For  more  infor- 
mation or  to  make  reservations 
contact  Mrs.  Elaine  Grammer, 
Union  Theological  Seminary  in 
Virginia,  3401  Brook  Road, 
Richmond,  Virginia  23227,  (804) 
355-0671. 


UTS  prof  to  lead  Egypt  tour 


Professor  Sibley  Towner  and 
his  wife,  Jane,  will  co-lead  a  tour 
to  Egypt  June  24- July  3. 

The  cost  is  $1798  per  person, 
which  includes  round-trip  air 
fare  on  Egypt  Air  from  JFK 


International,  accommodations 
for  eight  nights,  and  most  meals. 
Interested  persons  may  contact 
Towner  at  the  seminary,  (804) 
355-0671.  The  deadline  for  re- 
gistration is  May  10. 


Bible,  theology  event 
for  preachers  offered 


An  interdenominational 
conference  on  Bible  and 
theology  will  be  held  July  5-15 
at  Union  Seminary.  The  con- 
ference will  feature  lectures  on 
church  music,  Bible,  the- 
ology, and  ethics.  Daily  wor- 
ship will  offer  the  opportunity 
for  spiritual  renewal,  fellow- 
ship, and  observation  of  the 
different  homiletic  styles  of 
the  guest  preachers. 

The  guest  preachers  will  in- 
clude Leonora  Tubbs  Tisdale, 
Samuel  D.  Proctor,  Elizabeth 
Achtemeier,  and  Eugene  L. 
Lowry. 

Leonora  Tubbs  Tisdale 
teaches  homiletics  and  wor- 
ship at  Union  Seminary.  She 
was  previously  the  pastor  of 
four  churches  in  an  ecu- 
menical parish  near  Louisa, 
Virginia. 

Samuel  D.  Proctor  is  pastor 
of  Abyssinian  Baptist  Church 
in  New  York  City.  He  held  the 
Graduate  School  of  Educa- 
tion's King  Memorial  Chair  at 
Rutgers  University  for  15 
years  and  is  the  author  of  The 
Young  Negro  in  America 
1960-80. 

Elizabeth  Achtemeier  is  ad- 
junct professor  of  Bible  and 
homiletics  at  Union  Seminary. 
She  has  written  13  books  in- 
cluding Preaching  about 
Family  Relationships,  Preach- 


ing as  Theology  and  Art,  Cre- 
ative Preaching,  and  The 
Committed  Marriage. 

Eugene  L.  Lowry  is  profes- 
sor of  preaching  and  commu- 
nication at  Saint  Paul  School 
of  Theology  in  Kansas  City, 
Missouri.  He  will  preach  as 
well  as  lead  a  lecture  series  on 
narrative  preaching. 

Other  lecturers  featured  at 
the  conference  will  include 
Paul  J.  Achtemeier,  William 
J.  Bouwsma,  S.  Dean  McBride, 
David  W.  McCormick,  and 
Max  L.  Stackhouse.  Ach- 
temeier and  McBride  are 
Union  professors. 

Achtemeier  will  lecture  on 
the  Book  of  Romans.  Bouwsma 
will  lecture  on  "The  Piety  of 
John  Calvin."  McBride  will 
speak  on  "Contending  with 
Shaddai:  The  Drama  of  Job 
in  Theological  Perspective." 

"The  Ferment  in  Church 
Music  Today"  is  the  title  of 
McCormick's  lecture.  Stack- 
house  will  explore  "The  Sy- 
noptics as  Public  Theology." 

The  registration  deadline  is 
June  1 .  For  more  information 
about  tuition  and  housing, 
contact  the  Office  of  Continu- 
ing Education,  Union  Semi- 
nary, 3401  Brook  Road,  Rich- 
mond, Virginia  23227,  (804) 
355-0671. 


Union  Theological  Seminary 
gives  students  the  resources  to  work 
through  their  call.  The  difficult 
questions  of  life  and  faith  must  be 
asked  here.  Students  are  pushed  hard. 

Strengths  must  be  identified  and 
nurtured;  problems  that  later  might 
hinder  ministry  must  be  confronted. 
This  requires  that  there  be  an 
environment  of  support. 


SYNOD  EXECUTIVE/ 
STATED  CLERK 

Synod  of  the  Mid-Atlantic 

The  newly  established  Synod  of  the  Mid-Atlantic,  Presby- 
terian Church  (U.S.A.),  consisting  of  350,000  Presbyterians 
of  diverse  traditions  located  in  Delaware,  the  District  of  Col- 
umbia, Maryland,  North  Carolina,  Virginia  and  eight  coun- 
ties of  West  Virginia  invites  applications  and  nominations  for 
the  position  of  Synod  Executive/Stated  Clerk.  We  seek  a  per- 
son of  administrative  competence,  able  to  work  collegially 
(Elder  or  Minister  of  the  Word)  preferably  with  ten  years  ex- 
perience as  a  church  professional  or  volunteer.  (AA/EEO 
Employer) 

Dossiers  and  the  response  to  the  supplemental  questionnaire 
are  due  by  May  31, 1988.  Write:  The  Reverend  Lloyd  Green, 
Synod  of  the  Mid-Atlantic,  4841  Williamson  Road,  Roanoke, 
Virginia  24012. 


UNION  THEOLOGICAL  SEMINARY  IN  VIRGINIA 

3401  Brook  Road,  Richmond,  Virginia  23227 

I  (we)  want  to  share  in  the  vital  work  of  Union  Theological 
Seminary  in  preparing  men  and  women  to  preach  the 
Gospel.  . 

Enclosed  is  my  gift  of: 

□  $100        D$50        D$25        □  Other  


Name 


Address 


□  I  have  remembered  Union  Seminary  in  my  wil 

□  I  desire  information  on  ways  in  which  I  may 
remember  Union  Seminary  in  my  will. 


ASSOCIATE  EXECUTIVE  FOR 
FINANCE  AND  TREASURER 

Synod  of  the  Mid-Atlantic 

The  newly  established  Synod  of  the  Mid-Atlantic,  Presby- 
terian Church  (U.S.A.)  invites  applications  and  nominations 
for  the  position  of  Associate  Executive  for  Finance  and 
Treasurer.  We  seek  a  person  with  knowledge  and  skill  in 
budgeting  and  fiscal  management,  electronic  word  and  data 
processing,  management  of  investments,  insurance  and  I  oar 
policies  and  procedures.  Applicants  should  be  a  member  or 
officer  [Deacon,  Elder,  Minister  of  the  Word)  of  the  Presby- 
terian Church  (U.S.A.)  preferably  with  ten  years  experience 
as  a  church  professional  or  volunteer. 

Dossiers  and  the  response  to  the  supplemental  questionnaire 
are  due  by  May  31, 1988.  Write:  The  Reverend  Lloyd  Green, 
Synod  of  the  Mid-Atlantic,  4841  Williamson  Road,  Roanoke, 
Virginia  24012. 


Nominees  sought 
for  Bible 
teaching  award 

An  outstanding  Bible  teacher 
will  be  honored  under  a  program 
sponsored  by  Montreat-Ander- 
son  College.  The  Presbyterian 
school  seeks  nominations  for  the 
Zoulean  Anderson  Award  for 
Distinguished  Service  in  Bible 
Teaching,  which  will  go  to  a  lay 
volunteer. 

Deadline  for  nominations  is 
May  6. 

Montreat-Anderson's  Church/ 
College  Council  presents  the 
award  annually  to  a  person 
nominated  by  his  or  her  minister. 
The  guidelines  for  outstanding 
teaching  include  knowledge  of 
and  ability  to  communicate  the 
truths  of  the  Old  and  New  Tes- 
taments, ability  to  relate  biblical 
principles  to  present-day  living, 
and  showing  by  example  the  va- 
lidity of  biblical  teaching. 

Zoulean  Anderson  taught  Bi- 
ble at  Montreat -Anderson.  She 
also  headed  the  Bible  depart- 
ments of  Flora  McDonald  Col- 
lege, Peace  College,  and  the 
School  For  Christian  Workers. 
In  addition,  she  directed  Chris- 
tian education  at  a  mining  camp 
in  West  Virginia. 

The  Church/College  Council 
will  present  the  award  in 
October. 

The  Council  also  sponsors 
$2,000  competitive  scholarships 
awarded  for  biblical  knowledge 
to  students  who  attend  the 
school. 


Good  News  Women 
Lesson  9:  May 

Mary  Magdalene:  Good  News 
Woman  for  Us  All 


Circle  Bible  Leaders  Study  Guide 
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By  Carol  T.  (Pinky)  Bender 

In  this  final  session  of  Good  News 
Women,  Mary  Magdalene  serves  as  the 
catalyst  for  a  wrap-up  of  the  entire  study. 
"It  is  good  news  that  we  have  seen  the 
Lord;  the  Lord  lives!  We,  too,  shall  live." 
That  is  the  opening  statement  for  this 
chapter. 

Here  again  the  entire  thesis  of  the  study 
comes  into  focus:  "We  realize  that  we  are 
part  of  an  ongoing  stream  of  women  who 
have  been  transformed  by  the  love  of  God 
and  who  have  become  agents  of  hope  for 
their  communities"  (Poethig,  p.  5). 

Beginning  with  1300  B.C.  and  Miriam, 
the  stream  of  Good  News  Women  has 
moved  through  the  years  to  the  first- 
century  world  and  women's  place  in  the 
growing  church.  Yet  the  story  continues 
as  each  person  senses  "Good  News 
Women"  who  have  had,  or  still  have, 
great  influence  on  lives  today. 

In  an  effort  to  bring  women  into  focus, 
the  unnamed  women  have  been  "named," 
and  the  community  of  sisterhood  has 
been  built  through  working  together, 
defending  the  unworthy  and  elevating 
them  to  earth,  and,  finally,  in  celebrating 
our  connectedness  in  Jesus  Christ. 

Preparation  for  moderator 

For  preparation  before  leading  the  ses- 
sion, be  sure  you  review  the  entire  book, 
using  the  chapter  titles  and  the  opening 
sentences  under  those  titles.  Get  a  feel  for 
the  ongoing  process  of  the  material  so 
that  you  can  use  this  time  for  an  overview 
and  wrap-up  to  the  entire  study. 

You  may  want  to  ask  your  pastor  if  he 
or  she  has  ever  preached  a  sermon  on  the 
resurrection  and  get  a  copy  of  that 
message  for  your  preparation.  If  you 


decide  to  ask  circle  members  to  make  a 
"Ribbon  of  Peace,"  you  may  want  to 
provide  sheets  of  paper  and  pencils  so 
they  can  begin  to  sketch  their  ideas. 

Read  all  four  of  the  resurrection  ac- 
counts as  listed  in  the  "Preparation"  sec- 
tion under  "Scripture."  Make  copies  of 
Appendix  D  from  Leads  for  Bible 
Moderators  by  the  Rev.  Jane  Larsen- 
Wigger. 

If  you  do  not  have  this  resource,  use 
the  following  questions  and  make  enough 
copies  for  each  person  or  group  to  have 
one:  (1)  What  need  of  the  readers  might 
the  writer  have  been  addressing?  (2)  How 
was  the  news  of  the  resurrection  given? 
(3)  Who  was  this  news  given  to?  (4)  What 
was  their  reaction  to  the  news?  (5)  Who 
is  listed  first  among  the  women? 

Discuss  the  Resurrection 

As  you  begin  the  session,  stimulate 
discussion  by  asking  the  following  ques- 
tions, or  ones  that  are  similar:  (1)  What 
is  the  resurrection?  (2)  How  can  we  "pro- 
ve" that  it  happened?  (The  1986  circle 
book  on  Weaving  the  Faith,  a  study  of 
the  Apostles'  Creed,  will  be  helpful  here.) 
(3)  What  effect  does  the  resurrection  have 
on  our  faith  today? 

Make  a  few  opening  statements  about 
the  nature  of  the  Gospels,  using  the 
"Background"  material  in  the  study 
book.  Gospels  are  religious  proclamations 
based  on  historical  facts;  they  are  not  a 
chronological  biographical  life  of  Jesus 
Christ. 

If  the  circle  group  is  large  enough, 
divide  into  four  groups,  or  pairs.  Assign 
each  group  an  account  of  the  resurrec- 
tion: Mark  16:  1-11;  Luke  24:  1-11;  Mat- 


thew 28:  1-10;  and  John  20:  1-18.  Give 
out  a  copy  of  Ms.  Larsen-Wigger's  Ap- 
pendix D  chart,  or  a  set  of  the  questions 
from  it  as  cited  above.  Ask  each  group 
to  work  for  10-15  minutes  and  be  ready 
to  report  back  to  the  entire  group. 

Meaning  of  Resurrection  today 

When  the  groups  have  reported  and 
their  insights  have  been  recorded,  go  back 
to  the  discussion  questions  with  which 
you  opened  the  session.  Ask  if  their  study 
of  the  biblical  material  has  added  any- 
thing to  their  thoughts  about  how  we  view 
the  resurrection  today. 

Using  the  Scripture  references  under 
the  section  "Who  Was  Mary  Magda- 
lene?" come  up  with  a  composite  picture 
of  this  important  Good  News  Woman.  Be 
sure  to  take  time  to  dispel  any  wrong  no- 
tions that  the  circle  members  may  have 
about  her,  as  suggested  by  Dr.  Peothig. 
You  may  want  to  look  up  Mary  Magda- 
lene in  a  good  Bible  dictionary  such  as  the 
Interpreter's  Bible  Dictionary,  or  the 
Harper's  Bible  Dictionary  listed  under 
"Bibliography"  at  the  end  of  the  book. 

Have  the  group  read  John  20:1-18,  us- 
ing Dr.  Poethig's  suggestions,  or  provide 
copies  of  the  text  from  one  translation 
and  read  it  in  unison. 

Contemporary  discussion 

Using  the  questions  given  by  Dr. 
Poethig,  discuss  how  distress  is  expressed 
in  the  church  today  and  in  whose  face  we 
might  see  Jesus.  Continue  with  her  ques- 
tions about  signs  of  the  risen  Lord  today, 
which  will  tie  in  with  your  opening  discus- 
sion about  "proof"  of  the  resurrection. 

This  would  be  a  good  place  to  use  the 


Brueggemann  to  lead 
study  at  N.C.  conference 


Dr.  Walter  Brueggemann  will 
lead  the  platform  Bible  study  at 
The  North  Carolina  Presbyterian 
Women's  Conference,  organiz- 
ers have  announced.  The  confer- 
ence will  be  held  in  two  identical 
sessions  June  5-8  and  8-11  at 
Montreat.  This  year's  conference 
is  the  final  one  of  the  North 
Carolina  Women  of  the  Church. 

The  meeting's  Bible  study  will 
be  based  on  the  Women's  Bible 
Study  for  1988-89,  "Crisis  as 
Opportunity,"  a  study  from  the 
Book  of  Elijah. 

Brueggemann  is  professor  of 
Old  Testament  at  Columbia 
Seminary.  He  is  the  author  of 
five  books,  the  most  recent  be- 
ing The  Message  of  the  Psalms. 
He  will  also  lead  a  workshop  for 
Bible  study  moderators. 

"The  conference  feels  fortu- 
nate in  being  able  to  secure  a  lec- 
turer of  Dr.  Brueggemann 's  sta- 


Dr.  Walter  Brueggemann 

ture  for  our  Bible  platform 
speaker,"  said  Jeannette  Shoe- 
maker, publicity  director. 

For  more  information,  women 
should  contact  their  WOC  presi- 
dent. Register  with  Mrs.  Ruth 
Shuler,  30  S.  Country  Club 
Lane,  Cullowhee,  N.C.  28723. 
To  reserve  housing,  contact  As- 
sembly Inn  (704-669-2911),  Wil- 
liam Black  Lodge  (704-669-6314), 
or  the  dorms  of  Montreat- 
Anderson  College  (704-669-8011). 


10  Warren  Wilson 
writers  win  fellowships 


Ten  winners  of  $20,000  fel- 
lowships for  writers  from  the 
National  Endowment  for  the 
Arts  are  affilated  with  the 
Master  of  Fine  Arts  Program 
in  Creative  Writing  at  Warren 
Wilson  College,  the  school 
has  announced.  They  were 
among  92  writers  who  re- 
received  the  fellowships  from 
the  Endowment's  Literature 
Program. 

The  Warren  Wilson  pro- 
gram is  a  limited-residency 
one  for  adults  who  cannot  live 
on  campus;  many  have  full- 
time  jobs. 


Writers  affiliated  with  War- 
ren Wilson  who  won  the 
awards  include  Alfred  J.  Can- 
tor of  Cambridge,  Mass.; 
Candace  Denning,  Great 
Falls,  Va.;  Carl  Dennis,  Buf- 
falo, N.Y.;  Maria  Flook, 
Black  Mountain,  N.C; 
Louise  Gluck,  Plainfield,  Vt.; 
Robert  H.  Long,  Florence, 
Mass.;  Thomas  Lux,  West 
Newton,  Mass.;  Jacquelyn 
Crews  Malone,  Lowell, 
Mass.;  Patricia  H.  Reeves,  St. 
Joseph,  Mo.;  and  Sara  A. 
Vogan,  San  Francisco,  Cal. 


story  of  Lois  M.  Nowedonah  Hunter 
(Princess  Nowedonah),  the  Native  Amer- 
ican whose  Sinnecock  Presbyterian 
Church  is  said  to  be  "the  oldest  mission 
church  in  the  United  States  established  by 
treaty  with  the  Presbytery  of  Scotland  in 
1641"  (Huffman,  p.  89). 

Choose  one  of  several  ways  to  close 
with  study  and  the  study  of  Good  News 
Women.  You  may  like  to  discuss  the  di- 
versity of  gifts  as  given  by  Paul  in  I  Cor- 
inthians 12  and  affirm  these  gifts  among 
those  in  your  group. 

Or,  you  may  want  to  remind  the  circle 
members  of  the  "Ribbon  of  Peace"  that 
was  made  in  1985  and  displayed  at  the 
Purdue  gathering  in  July  of  that  year.  En- 
courage them  to  draw  a  "panel"  of  a  rib- 
bon that  expresses  their  reaction  to  the 
study  of  Good  News  Women,  and  then 
share  their  thoughts  with  the  group.  (This 
could  develop  into  your  own  local  "rib- 
bon" or  wall  hanging!) 

Another  good  way  to  end  the  study  of 
the  entire  book  is  to  recall  those  Good 
News  Women  that  we  named  as  a  part  of 
our  study  in  the  first  session.  What  other 
women  would  we  like  to  add  to  that  list? 
How  have  we  grown  in  our  appreciation 
of  what  they  have  done  for  the  church 
and  for  the  community? 

What  can  we  do,  as  Good  News 
Women  in  1988,  to  lay  a  foundation  for 
those  women  yet  to  come  in  our  churches 
and  in  our  communities?  How  can  we 
continue  the  "ongoing  stream  of 
women"? 

Close  with  prayer,  remembering  those 
who  have  gone  before  us.  Ask  for 
guidance  to  be  Good  News  Women  in  the 
coming  years. 

Ex-missionary  dies 

Margaret  F.  Pritchard,  88, 
died  Feb.  14  in  Richmond,  Va. 
She  worked  as  a  missionary 
nurse  in  Korea  for  40  years  and 
began  a  Christian  Nurses  Train- 
ing Program  in  Nchonju  in  1933. 
The  Margaret  Pritchard  Junior 
Nursing  School  in  Nchonju  was 
named  in  her  honor. 


RENTAL  APARTMENTS,  Kentucky 
Road,  Montreat,  N.C.  2  one-bedroom 
apartments,  sleeps  four.  2  two-bedroom 
apartments,  sleeps  eight.  Newly  reno- 
vated. Fully  furnished.  Rates  upon  re- 
quest: Mrs.  John  Jordan,  Box  128,  Saxa- 
pahaw,  N.C.  27340  (919)  376-3132. 


•  Stained  Glass  Installations 

•  Stained  Glass  Restoration 

•  Custom  Aluminum  Frames 
Fiberglass  Baptistries  &  Steeples 
Church  .Furniture 


Former  N.C.  pastor  Staples  dies 


Dr.  George  E.  Staples,  68, 
died  in  February  in  Clinton,  S.C. 
He  was  organizing  pastor  of 
Highland  Church  in  Winston- 
Salem,  N.C,  in  1950  and  served 
there  until  1956;  Staples  also  was 
chaplain  at  Davidson  College, 
where  in  addition  he  taught  and 
coached  track,  from  1956  to 
1962. 

At  the  beginning  of  his  career, 


he  was  stated  supply  at  Bon  Air 
Church  in  Virginia  in  1948.  Fol- 
lowing his  retirement  in  1986,  he 
served  the  Saluda,  N.C,  Church. 

He  also  served  churches  in 
South  Carolina  and  as  a  hospital 
chaplain  and  as  minister  and 
director  of  children's  services  at 
Thornwell  Home  for  Children  in 
South  Carolina. 


Pines  hires  director 


Edgar  L.  (Eddie)  Muller  has 
been  named  executive  director  of 
the  Pines  at  Davidson,  a  non- 
profit, life-care  retirement  com- 
munity near  Davidson  College 
that  will  open  this  summer. 

Muller  has  most  recently  been 
senior  administrator  of  Wesley 
Nursing  Center  and  the  Asbury 
Care  Center  at  the  Methodist 
Home  in  Charlotte,  N.C.  Previ- 
ously, he  served  as  business 
manager  for  the  Methodist 
Home  in  Greenwood,  S.C,  and 
for  Self  Memorial  Hospital  in 
Greenwood.  He  has  20  years  of 
experience  in  the  fields  of  retire- 
ment communities  and  health 


EE  ESTIMAT 


A  &  H 
lRT  &  STAINED  GLASS 
COMPANY,  IMC. 


(704)  546-2687 


Edgar  L.  Muller 

care. 

Davidson  Retirement  Commu- 
nity, Inc.,  operates  the  Pines;  it 
is  a  private,  non-profit,  church- 
related  corporation.  Davidson 
College  Presbyterian  Church  in- 
itiated the  project  and  appoints 
the  directors  to  the  Pines'  board. 


ADDA-PAD 
PEW  UPHOLSTERING 
REVERSIBLE  CUSHIONS 
PEW  REFINISHING 

Our  installers  have  upholstered  over  1,000 
churches.  1 5  year  wear  warranty.  We  can  upholster 
your  pews  on  site  for  less  than  loose  cushions' 
Call  us  for  a  FREE  estimate: 


CHURCH  fg^JMR^  STAINED  GLASS 
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on  Synod  School 
activities  announced 


Construction  is  proceeding  on  the  main  building  at  Scotia  Village  in  Laurinburg,  N.C. 

Mother's  Day  offering  funds 
mission  work  with  elderly 


The  Mother's  Day  offering 
taken  in  churches  across  North 
Carolina  on  May  8  to  support  the 
ministery  of  the  Prebyterian 
Homes  to  the  elderly  will  aid 
significant  expansion  now  going 
on  in  this  program.  The  original 
Home  in  High  Point  is  com- 
pleting expansion  and  renova- 
tion, work  is  proceeding  on 
building  Scotia  Village  in  Laurin- 
burg, and  progress  is  being  made 
in  the  proposed  Raleigh  home. 

Such  work  serves  an  increasing 
need,  a  news  release  from  the 
Presbyterian  Homes  noted. 
"The  dramatic  changes  in  socie- 
ty in  recent  years  as  well  as 
medical  advances  which  have 
lengthened  life  spans  have  greatly 
increased  the  need  for  the  retire- 
ment community  concept  which 
the  Presbyterian  Homes 
pioneered,"  the  release  said. 

"Gifts  to  the  Mother's  Day  of- 
fering go  toward  improving  the 
quality  of  life  for  each  elderly 


member  of  the  Presbyterian 
Homes,  helping  to  assure  that 
each  spends  his  or  her  later  years 
in  an  environment  of  love  and 
security." 

Construction  of  a  six-story 
residential  building  at  the  High 
Point  Home  is  more  than  75  per- 
cent finished,  with  occupancy 
scheduled  for  early  July.  The 
building  will  include  30  apart- 
ments, administrative  offices, 
beauty  shop,  and  arts  and  crafts 
areas. 

The  High  Point  Home  already 
has  its  original  building,  as  well 
as  cottages.  An  expansion  of  the 
dining  room  is  scheduled  to  be 
completed  soon. 

At  Scotia  Village  in  Laurin- 
burg, work  is  about  a  third 
finished.  The  community  will 
comprise  a  main  building  with  67 
apartments,  16  apartments  in 
detached  clusters  and  room  for 
40  people  in  the  health-care  unit. 

More  than  60  percent  of  the 


Retired  Christian  educator 
Mildred  Mallard  dies  in  Feb. 


Mildred  C.  Mallard,  a  well- 
known  Christian  educator,  died 
Feb.  6  after  a  lengthy  illness. 

A  native  of  Burgaw,  N.C,  she 
graduated  from  teh  General 
Assembly  Training  School  in 
Richmond,  Va.,  now  the 
Presbyterian  Schoaol  of  Chris- 
tian Education.  She  served  as  a 
Sunday  School  extension  worker 
for  the  Synod  of  North  Carolina 
and  as  area  director  of  Christian 
educatin     for  Albemarle 


Presbytery. 

In  addition,  she  served  as 
director  of  Christian  education  at 
churches  in  Raleigh,  N.C, 
Greensboro,  N.C,  and  in 
Georgia  and  Florida. 

She  retired  in  Raleigh,  where 
she  was  active  in  White 
Memorial  Church. 

Surviving  are  a  sister,  Mrs. 
Lucille  M.  Moore  of  Raleigh;  a 
brother,  Clinton  F.  Mallard  Jr. 
of  Burgaw;  and  five  nieces. 
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units  have  been  reserved. 

In  Raleigh  problems  associated 
with  the  originally  proposed  site 
delayed  progress.  The 
Presbyterian  Homes  organiza- 
tion has  taken  an  option  on  a 
30-acre  tract  in  Cary  and  hopes 
to  prepare  more  detailed  plans 
soon. 

An  important  as  facilities  are, 
the  news  release  noted,  the  "in- 
tangibles of  life"  are  also  impor- 
tant. "It  is  these  additional 
'gateways'  which  the  Pres- 
byterian Homes  also  strive 
continually  to  open,"  it  said, 
"offering  older  adults  oppor- 
tunities to  grow  and  to  maintan 
an  exciting  outlook  on  life  within 
a  serene  and  caring  community." 

For  about  40  years,  the  Synod 
of  North  Carolina  authorized  the 
Mother's  Day  offering  for  the 
support  of  this  ministry  to  the 
elderly. 


Full  information  on  the  1988 
Synod  School  sponsored  by  the 
Synod  of  the  Mid-Atlantic  has 
been  released.  The  School  will 
take  place  July  10-15  at  Massa- 
netta  Springs  Conference  Center 
in  Harrisonburg,  Va.  The  theme 
this  year  is  "God's  People:  Dis- 
covering, Sharing,  Caring." 

The  synod  school  is  an  annual 
event,  an  intergenerational,  in- 
terracial summer  community 
where  people  relax  and  engage  in 
continuing  education.  It  offers 
classes,  recreation,  worship,  and 
social  activities.  Courses  take 
place  in  the  mornings,  with  the 
afternoons  free  for  recreation.  In 
the  evening,  there  will  be  group 
activities. 

Among  afternoon  activites 
available  are  mini-courses  giving 
overviews  of  morning  classes  and 
other  topics;  an  art  class;  and  a 
crafts  session.  There  will  be  a 
senior  high  program  which  will 
include  a  Bible  study  on  "Why 
We  Do  Youth  Ministry,"  led  by 
the  Rev.  Phil  Jamison  of 
Cumberland,  Md.,  and  group 
discussions.  That  program  will 
include  morning  classes  on 
creative  expression,  communica- 
tion, and  avoiding  stress  and 
burn-out. 

The  junior-high  program  will 
feature  "Christman  in  July — A 
Celebration  of  Our  Gifts,"  led 
by  Fritzi  and  T.J.  Scott. 

Informal  worship  after 
breakfast  will  be  for  all  at  the 
School;  it  will  feature  the  Rev. 
Sid  Conger's  puppetry.  He  is 
pastor  of  Berwyn  Church  in  Col- 
lege Park,  Md.  A  more 
traditonal  worship  service  will 
take  place  late  in  the  evening,  in- 
tended particularly  for  adults. 
The  Rev.  Dorothy  McKinney 
Wright  will  lead  it;  she  directs  In- 
ternational    Designs  for 


Presbyteries  hold  first  assemblies 


teries  reached  agreement  in  1987 
on  boundaries  and  ways  of  for- 
ming new  presbyteries,  but  im- 
plementation was  delayed  when 
presbyteries  in  the  Catawba  Unit 
wanted  some  amendments  or 
clarifications  in  documents  ar- 
ranging the  formation  of  new 
presbyteries. 

Presbytery  executives  and 
stated  clerks  met  last  fall  to  con- 
sider these  amendments  and 
clarifications.  They  agreed  to 
some  clarifications  agreed  that 
existing  documents  did  address 
some  concerns. 

Following  that  meeting,  pres- 
byteries agreed  to  hold  organiz- 
ing assemblies;  those  meetings, 
the  executives  and  stated  clerks 
agreed,  would  include  discussion 
of  some  of  the  concerns  raised  by 
the  Catawba  Unit  presbyteries. 

One  of  the  more  significant  ac- 
tions arising  from  the  meeting 

Consultation 

confirmation,"  Simms  said. 

The  meeting  will  not  have  an 
agenda  geared  to  subjects;  it  will 
provide  a  format  for  small 
groups  to  discuss  whatever  they 
wish  to  concerning  mission  part- 
nerships. Each  presbytery  will 
send  three  representatives,  in- 
cluding one  executive.  The  Tran- 
sitional Council  will  also  send 
representatives. 

The  consultation  will  comprise 
four  working  sessions.  During 
the  periods,  participants  will 
work  in  small  groups  different 
groups  at  various  times.  Even- 
tually, each  main  group  will 
prepare  and  present  a  model  for 


last  fall  was  agreement  to 
organize  and  help  fund  caucuses 
of  black  Presbyterians  and 
members  of  other  minorities. 
Those  caucuses  will  advise  the 
new  presbyteries  on  setting 
priorities  for  helping  churches 
and  ministers;  plan  development 
of  minority  churches;  and  help 
provide  people  to  serve  on 
organizing  groups  of  the  new 
presbyteries. 

In  addition,  the  executive 
stated  clerks  agreed  that  each 
antecedent  presbytery  would 
have  equal  representation  on  the 
transitional  committees  of  the 
new  presbyteries.  Thus,  for  ex- 
ample, Presbytery  "B",  in  which 
many  thousands  more  members 
would  come  from  Concord  and 
Orange  Presbyteries  than  from 
Yadkin,  each  of  the  three  would 
have  the  same  number  of 
representatives  on  all  the  transi- 

on  mission— 

partnership. 

One  foundation  for  the 
meeting  is  the  synod's  mission 
statement.  Theologically,  it 
defines  three  forms  mission 
should  take:  proclamation,  nur- 
ture, and  service. 

Those  forms,  respectfully,  im- 
ply synod  responsibility  to  ad- 
dress moral  and  social  issues  such 
as  racial  discrimination,  drug 
abuse,  hunger,  welfare,  prison 
reform,  and  peacemaking;  to 
help  churches  with  pastoral  care, 
stewardship,  evangelism,  wor- 
ship, training,  leaders,  and  civic 
responsibility;  and  to  help  agen- 


Economic  Awareness  in 
Washington,  D.C 

Rick  Hill  of  Richmond,  Va., 
will  lead  music  for  the  School, 
entertaining,  leading  sing-alongs, 
and  leading  clases  for  children, 
youth  and  adults.  Kathy  Pownall 
of  Wilmington,  Del.,  will  lead 
music  in  worship. 

A  typical  day  will  begin  at  7:45 
with  breakfast,  followed  by  wor- 
ship at  8:30  and  classes  from  9:15 
to  12:30.  After  lunch  there  will 
be  recreation.  Supper  is  at  6:00, 
followed  by  community  activities 
at  7:00  and  evening  worship  at 
8:15. 

Housing  is  designated  "con- 
ference," which  means  rooms 
with  connecting  baths,  two  single 
beds  per  room  in  specific 
buildings;  "retreat,"  similar 
rooms  but  in  older  wings;  and 
"hostel,"  rooms  with  hall  baths. 

Rates  for  the  week  are  for  a 
family  in  a  suite,  four  or  more 
people  (two  adults  maximum), 
$256.50  conference  and  $183 
retreat;  family  in  a  room,  three 
more  (two  adults  maximum), 
$167.50  conference  and  $115 
retreat.  Individual  rates  are 
$83.50  conference  and  $26.50 
retreat  for  children  four  to  18. 
Hostel  rates  are  $31.50  per 
person. 

Meal  rates  for  the  week  $165 
for  adults  and  $32.50  for  child- 
ren four  to  12.  The  Synod 
School  registration  fee  is  $35  per 
person.  In  addition,  there  is  a 
Massanetta  conference  fee  of  $1 
per  person. 

Contact  one  of  the  synod  of- 
fices for  a  brochure  describing 
courses  and  containing  a  registra- 
tion form:  4841  Williamson  Rd., 
Roanoke,  Va.  24012;  6600  York 
Rd.  Suite  205  A,  Baltimore,  Md. 
21212;  or  P.O.  Box  10785, 
Raleigh,  N.C.  27605. 

Continued  from  page  1 

tional  committees  of  the  new 
presbytery. 

Also,  in  cases  where  only  one 
or  a  few  churches  from  one 
presbytery  would  go  into  a 
specific  new  presbytery,  that 
antecedent  presbytery  would 
have  one  representative  on  each 
transitional  group  in  the  new 
presbytery. 

The  level  of  participation  in 
the  new  presbyteries  once  they 
begin  operating  has  not  been 
worked  out.  It's  not  clear  that 
there  will  necessarily  be  specific 
number  or  percentages  required. 

The  Rev.  Alfred  Thomas, 
however,  Oragne  Presbytery,  ex- 
ecutieve,  said,  "There  is  a  clear 
commitment  to  a  meaningful 
representation. 

Under  the  articles  of  Agree- 
ment for  the  new  presbyteries, 
they  will  employ  black  people 
and  women  at  all  levels  of  staff. 

Continued  from  page  1 

cies  and  churches  serve  the  elder- 
ly, troubled  children,  the  han- 
dicapped, the  homeless, 
migrants,  and  institutionalized 
people. 

In  all  of  these  areas,  however, 
the  synod  will  be  a  partner;  its 
role  is  a  subject  for  consultations 
to  work  out.  They  will  determine 
the  most  effective  ways  of  carry- 
ing out  mission.  Groups  in- 
terested in  a  specific  ministry 
might  hold  a  consultation. 

"It's  perfectly  plausible  to 
have  a  consultation  and  have  on- 
ly people  who  are  interested  in  it 
come,"  Simms  said. 


The  Presbyterian  News 


(us  /O 


SYNOD  of  the  MID-ATLANTIC 

May  1988,  Volume  LIV,  Number  5 


5  Virginia  presbyteries 
agree  on  new  boundaries 
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Virginia  presbyteries  involved 
n  forming  new  presbyteries  in 
hat  state  have  agreed  on  a  pro- 
30sal  for  those  new  entities.  The 
final  votes  came  on  April  26,  in 
Hanover  and  Norfolk  Presby- 
eries. 

Blue  Ridge,  Fincastle,  Han- 
Dver,  and  Norfolk  Presbyteries 
3f  the  old  Presbyterian  Church 
U.S.  and  Southern  Virginia  Pres- 
bytery of  the  old  United  Presby- 
terian Church  are  the  presby- 
teries affected  by  the  changes. 
The  five  will  form  three  new 
ones. 

Shenandoah,  Abingdon,  and 
National  Capital  Presbyteries  are 
not  affected  by  the  changes. 
They  will  retain  their  current 
boundaries,  staffs,  and  names. 

Presbytery  I  will  include  all  of 
Fincastle,  several  churches  in 
Southern  Virginia,  and  all  but 
three  counties  of  Blue  Ridge. 
Presbytery  II  will  include  all  of 
Hanover,  the  other  three  coun- 
ties of  Blue  Ridge,  and  several 
churches  in  Southern  Virginia. 
Presbytery  III  will  include  all  of 
Norfolk  and  several  churches 
from  Southern  Virginia. 


Addressing  the  concerns  of 
minorities,  particularly  blacks,  in 
the  plan  "was  of  primary  impor- 
tance," said  the  Rev.  Davis 
Yeuell,  administrator  of  the 
Roanoke  office  of  the  Synod 
of  the  Mid-Atlantic:  "staff- 
ing models,  program,  small 
churches." 

The  Rev.  R.  Clement  Dickey 
Jr.,  executive  of  Norfolk  Pres- 
bytery, said  the  plan  provides 
that  there  will  be  equal  numbers 
of  representatives  on  the  transi- 
tional steering  committees  of  the 
new  presbyteries  for  people  from 
both  former  churches. 

In  Presbytery  III,  for  example, 
the  19,500  members  of  Norfolk 
Presbytery  will  have  nine  repre- 
sentatives on  the  steering  com- 
mittee, and  the  680  members  of 
Southern  Virginia  Presbytery  in 
the  new  entity  will  also  have  nine 
representatives. 

The  plan  also  provides  that 
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Newspaper  to 
change  format 

Tiie  Presbyterian  News  will 
change  its  format  beginning 
with  the  July  issue,  going 
from  16  pages  to  12  pages. 
The  change  will  mean  that 
each  presbytery  that  takes  its 
own  page  will  see  that  page  on 
page  12,  the  back  of  the  issue; 
readers  in  one  presbytery  will 
receive  only  their  page,  not  all 
other  presbyteries'  pages  as 
they  do  now. 

The  paper,  however,  will 
include  as  a  regular  feature  a 
page  or  more  giving  presby- 
tery news  from  throughout 
the  Synod  • 
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where  the  new  presbyteries  have 
staffs  of  more  than  one  person 
—  which  should  be  in  all  cases  — 
there  will  be  at  least  one  black 
administrative  executive  and  at 
least  one  black  administrative 
support  person,  Dickey  said. 

The  steering  committees  will 
probably  start  organizing  in 
June,  he  said.  They  will  develop 
mission  statements,  after  con- 
sulting with  all  sessions.  Transi- 
tional conventions  must  approve 
those  statements;  the  steering 
committees  will  then  design 
organizational  structures  and 
then  staffing  models  and  recom- 

— «nH  office  locations,  Dickey 
said. 

A  second  convention  will  ap- 
prove staff  searches,  budgets, 
and  other  matters,  and  a  third 
will  consider  final  issues  (though 
staff  nominations  may  carry 
beyond  that). 

"My  expectation  is  that  the 
first  convention  will  be  in  the 
fall,  the  second  in  the  winter  of 
1989,  and  the  third  in  the  spring 
of  1989,"  Dickey  said. 

The  new  presbyteries  will  not 
become  official  until  July  1989. 


Harriet  Nelson 

3  candidates 
seek  stated 
clerk's  post 

One  of  the  items  of  business  at 
the  meeting  of  the  General 
Assembly  in  June  that  will 
arouse  significant  interest  will  be 
the  election  of  the  church's  stated 
clerk.  Three  candidates  are  seek- 
ing the  post,  including  current 
Stated  Clerk  James  E.  Andrews; 
there  may  in  addition  be  other 
unannounced  candidates. 

Five  candidates  are  seeking 
election  as  moderator  of  the 
General  Assembly.  All  are  male 
ministers. 

The  Assembly  will  meet  in  St. 
Louis  June  7-15. 

A  special  committee  has  been 
working  to  nominate  candidates 
for  stated  clerk.  It  will  recom- 
mend one  or  two  candidates  to 

the  Assemmy,   -  . 

may  propose  other  candidates 
from  the  floor. 

Andrews  was  elected  clerk  in 
1984.  He  is  eligible  for  another 
term  and  has  announced  he  is  a 
candidate.  Other  announced  can- 
didates are  Harriet  Nelson, 
moderator  of  the  General 
Assembly  in  1984-85,  and 
Virginia  Robertson,  current 
moderator  of  the  General 
Assembly  Council. 
Andrews  was  stated  clerk  of 


Rev.  James  Andrews 


Virginia  Robertson 

the  old  Presbyterian  Church 
(U.S.)  at  the  time  of  the  Pres- 
byterian reunion.  He  served  for 
the  first  year  of  the  reunited 
church  as  co-stated  clerk  along 
with  William  Thompson,  clerk 
of  the  former  United  Presby- 
union,  theri~cTefe"cfikti  *19?&Gi  ie- 
and  other  candidates  for  the 
position. 

Ms.  Nelson  is  an  elder  and  a 
former  missionary  teacher  in 
Africa.  She  has  served  on  the 
General  Assembly  Council. 

Ms.  Robertson  served  until 
last  October  as  stated  clerk  of  the 
Presbytery  of  the  Cascades.  She, 
too,  is  an  elder. 

See  CANDIDATES,  page  16 


Assembly  to  start  church's 
bicentennial  celebration 


3  N 


From  Presbyterian  News  Service 
The  200th  General  Assembly 
of  the  Presbyterian  Church 
(U.S.A.),  to  be  held  in  St.  Louis 
June  7-15,  will  officially  open  a 
celebrative  year  of  the  church's 
bicentennial.  Worship  services 
will  have  a  special  significance  at 
this  Assembly  because  of  the  cel- 
ebration. 

But  the  Assembly  will  be  do- 
ing more  than  celebrating.  It  will 
also  consider  a  number  of  con- 
troversial issues.  Those  include  a 
new  study  on  war  and  peace  in 
a  nuclear  age,  the  new  Directory 
of  Worship,  a  recommendation 
by  the  Board  of  Pensions  to  sell 
retirement  homes  it  operates,  and 
a  proposal  to  move  to  another 
chapter  in  the  Book  of  Order  the 
requirements  relating  to  special- 
interest  organizations  in  the 
church. 
The  new  study  on  war  and 


peace  follows  on  the  heels  of  a 
study  that  caused  great  con- 
troversy in  the  church,  "Pres- 
byterians and  Peacemaking:  Are 
We  Now  Called  to  Resistance?" 
Many  people  perceived  that 
study  as  radical,  inclining  the 
church  toward  a  pacifist  position 
and  discussing  possible  advocacy 
of  the  withholding  of  taxes. 

In  the  midst  of  the  uproar 
caused  by  that  perception,  the 
Assembly  last  year  appointed  a 
new  group  to  restudy  the  issue. 
That  group  will  report  this  year. 

The  group  has  announced  that 
its  study  is  new  and  not  a  re-write 
of  the  earlier  study.  The  new 
paper,  however,  reflects  results 
of  the  study  on  the  resistance 
paper,  including  both  negative 
and  positive  comments. 

The  new  Directory  of  Worship 
has  also  struck  up  some  con- 
troversy before  its  official 


presentation.  Two  theological 
committees  of  the  church  have 
approved  it;  a  task  force  has 
worked  on  it  since  1983. 

Meanwhile,  commissioners  to 
the  Assembly  will  also  consider 
"A  Brief  Statement  on  the 
Reformed  Faith,"  which  has 
caused  argument,  too. 

The  Pension  Board's  plan  to 
sell  homes  and  replace  such 
ownership  with  grants  based  on 
need  has  caused  a  storm  of  con- 
troversy, including  overture  to 
the  Assembly.  The  Board  has 
said  it  intends  not  to  cause 
anyone  to  move  if  possible. 

The  Board  said  a  grants  pro- 
gram would  make  it  possible  for 
some  church  professionals  to 
retire  nearer  home  and  would  in- 
crease the  number  of  retirees 
receiving  help.  Opr  nents  have 
said  the  Assemb!) 
any  such  plan. 


Page  2,  The  Presbyterian 


NEWS 
BRIEFS 

Former  moderator 
Heckel  dies 

Willard  Heckel,  75,  moderatoi 
of  the  United  Presbyterian 
Church  in  1972,  died  April  6  in 
Newark,  N.J. 

He  was  a  lawyer  who,  follow- 
ing service  in  the  Navy  during 
World  War  II,  became  a  member 
of  the  faculty  of  Rutgers  Law 
School,  where  he  continued  as  a 
faculty  member  until  his  death. 
He  taught  constitutional,  local 
governmental,  and  family  law. 
He  also  lectured  at  Princeton 
Seminary  on  "Law  as  an  Instru- 
ment of  Social  Change." 

Assembly  to 
start  newspaper 

The  General  Assembly  Coun- 
cil has  approved  establishing  a 
national  news  publication  for 
leaders  in  the  "  Presbyterian 
Church  (U.S.A.).  The  publica- 
tion will  be  an  eight-page  tabloid, 
sent  10  times  annually  to  targeted 
leaders  in  the  church,  both  lay 
persons  and  ministers.  Its  purpose 
will  be  to  disseminate  news  of  the 
General  Assembly  directly  to 
church  leaders,  with  a  goal  of  in- 
creasing knowledge  about  and 
understanding  of  the  church. 

Raleigh  pastor 
chairs  media  group 

The  Rev.  Alexander 
McGeachy,  pastor  of  West 
Raleigh  Church  in  North  Caro- 
lina, will  chair  a  strategy  plann- 
ing committee  at  the  Protestant 
Radio  and  Television  Center  in 
Atlanta,  producer  of  "The  Pro 
testant  Hour"  and  other  pro 
grams.  He  was  featured  speaker 
in  the  Presbyterian  segment  of  the 
program  in  1983. 

Rebecca  Davis 
dead  at  82 

Rebecca  McDowell  Davis  died 
on  March  10  at  the  aae«fi8ljfier 
ltcivis,  retired  president  of 
Montreat-Anderson  College. 

Surviving  are  her  husband,  two 
sons,  six  grandchildren,  and  one 
sister. 
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News,  May  1988 

Ecumenical 
leader  Sam 
Wiley  dies 

The  Rev.  Samuel  S.  Wiley,  ex- 
ecutive director  of  the  North 
Carolina  Council  of  Churches  in 
the  1960s  and  '70s,  died  April  30 
after  a  lengthy  illness.  He  was  76. 

A  Presbyterian  minister,  Wiley 
was  well  known  in  Presbyterian 
and  ecumenical  circles  in  North 
Carolina.  He  directed  the  Coun- 
cil for  15  years,  from  1964  until 
his  retirement  in  1979. 

"I  think  it's  striking  how 
many  people  were  very  fond  of 
Sam,"  said  the  Rev.  Collins  Kil- 
burn,  executive  director  of  the 
Council  of  Churches  today.  Kil- 
burn  worked  as  Wiley's  staff 
associate  for  10  years. 

"He  was  deeply  appreciated, 
even  loved,  by  people."  Kilburn 
attributed  this  affection  to 
Wiley's  "dogged  faithfulness  at 
the  task  of  ecumenism,  and  his 
gentlemanly  style  and  humor." 

Many  who  participated  in 
Presbyterian  meetings  with  Wiley 
will  recall  particularly  his  humor, 
which  often  made  discussions  of 
issues  more  pleasant. 

"He  was  the  perfect  kind  of 
person  to  work  for,"  Kilburn 
said.  "He  was  supposed  to  be  my 
boss,  but  he  didn't  do  it  with  a 
heavy  hand.  He  was  supportive. 
He  was  very  encouraging  in  the 
work  I  did  in  [regard  to]  legisla- 
tion." Kilburn  worked  to  present 
the  Council's  views  on  social 
issues  to  legislators. 

Indeed,  Kilburn  said  he  saw 
Wiley  evolve  in  that  field.  "He 
never  got  away  from  traditional 
values,  traditional  theology,  but 
he  saw  their  implications  for 
Christian  unity  and  social  jus- 
tice," he  said. 

A  dramatic  example  was  when 
Wiley  went  to  California  and 
marched  with  Casar  Chavez. 
"That  wasn't  his  style,  really," 
Kilburn  said,  "but  it  became  his 
style,  increasingly." 

Wiley,  was  b^rn^  c 


Warren  Wilson  College 
president  Carey  resigns 
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The  Rev.  Samuel  S.  Wiley 
in  1964. 

and  Union  Seminary  in  Virginia. 
After  graduating  from  college 
and  before  going  to  seminary,  he 
worked  as  the  YMCA  secretary 
in  Davidson  from  1932  to  1934. 
After  finishing  seminary,  he  re- 
mained at  Union  on  a  Walker 
Moore  Fellowship  for  another 
year. 

He  served  as  pastor  of  First 
Church  of  Thomasville,  N.C, 
from  1938  to  1941,  then  as  asso- 
ciate pastor  of  First  Church  of 
Greensboro,  N.C,  until  1943. 

That  year  he  entered  the  Navy, 
serving  as  a  chaplain  in  North 
Africa,  Italy,  and  Charleston, 
S.C,  during  and  after  the  Se- 
cond World  War.  Following  the 
war,  he  taught  Bible  and  religion 
at  Davis  and  Elkin  College  for  a 
year,  then  served  as  pastor  of 
First  Church  of  Anderson,  S.C, 
1946-51,  and  Lookout  Mountain 
Church  in  Tennessee,  1951-63. 

After  an  interim  pastorate  at 
Howard  Memorial  Church  in 
Tarboro,  N.C,  he  became  exe- 
cutive director  of  the  Council  of 
Churches.  He  was  honorably  re- 
tired by  Orange  Presbytery  in 
1979  but  continued  to  serve  in  in- 
terim work  in  the  Durham  area, 
including  a  stint  as  interim  ex- 
ecutive of  Orange  Presbytery. 

Wiley  had  been  parish  asso- 
ciate at  First  Church  in  Durham 
since  1986. 

Surviving  are  his. 

»ey  JT 


President  John  J.  Carey  of 
Warren  Wilson  College  has 
resigned  after  two  years  in  that 
office.  Carey  submitted  his 
resignation  at  the  spring  meeting 
of  the  institution's  board  of 
trustees.  He  will  continue  in  of- 
fice until  July  1. 

A  news  release  from  the  col- 
lege said  his  resignation  came 
"after  some  members  of  the 
faculty,  staff  and  student  com- 
munity had  expressed  concern 
that  the  president's  style  of 
governance  did  not  meet  the 
leadership  needs  of  a  par- 
ticipatory community  such  as 
Warren  Wilson." 

The  trustees  accepted  the 
resignation  with  "deep  regret 
and  great  admiration  for  the 
man,"  trustee  chairman  James 
W.G.  Woollcott  said. 

In  his  letter  of  resignation, 
Carey  cited  "best  personal  and 
professional  interests"  of  his 
family  and  the  "long-term  best 
interests  of  the  College"  among 
his  reasons. 

In  a  telephone  interview, 
Carey  said,  "I  have  thought  it  is 
better  for  the  college  for  me  not 
to  comment  beyond  what  I  said 
in  my  letter  of  resignation."  He 
did  add,  "We  have  met  many 
fine  people  in  our  two  years  at 
Warren  Wilson  College  and  ex- 
pect those  will  remain  lifelong 
friends. 

"Warren  Wilson  has  a  splen- 
did heritage,  and  my  wife  and  I 
wish  for  it  the  very  best  in  the 
future." 

Warren  Wilson  is  a  small  col- 
lege with  a  tradition  of  "par- 
ticipatory in-put,"  an  at- 
mosphere almost  of  a  town 
meeting.  A  spokesman  for  the 
college  said  "the  board  of 
trustees  maintains  its  commit- 
ment to  this  type  of  involvement, 
a  procedural  style  which  is  occa- 
sionally inconsistent  with  con- 
ventional administrative 
wieinods."  The  school  involves 
faculty,  staff,  and  students  in  its 
three-part  program  of  acade- 


Singles,  evangelism  events 
highlight  Montreat  schedule 


Conferences  for  singles  and  on 
evangelism  are  among  those 
scheduled  for  Montreat  Confer- 
ence Center  this  summer. 

"Singles  Celebrating  the  Jour- 
ney Together"  will  be  the  theme 
of  the  singles  conference,  June 
26- July  1.  The  week  will  include 
morning  addresses  and  group  ac- 
tivities and  afternoon  workshops 
on  such  topics  as  friendships; 
spiritual  fitness;  playing;  values; 
decisions,  and  goals;  coping;  and 
singleness  and  sexuality. 

Child  care  is  available. 

Keynote  leader  is  Dodie  Rus- 
sell, pastoral  psychotherapist 
from  Richmond,  Va.;  worship 
leader  is  the  Rev.  Joan  Salmon 
Campbell,  associate  presbytery 
executive  of  Philadelphia  Presby- 
tery; and  recreation  leader  is  the 
Rev.  James  Moseley,  pastor  of 
Caldwell  Memorial  Church  in 
Charlotte,  N.C. 

Evangelism  will  be  the  topic 
July  10-15.  The  meeting  will  exa- 
mine churches  with  evangelism 
programs;  it  will  be  held  in  con- 
junction with  Columbia  Seminary. 

Preacher  will  be  the  Rev. 
James  Forbes,  professor  of 
preaching  at  Union  Seminary  in 
New  York.  Bible  study  leader 
will  be  the  Rev.  Thomas  Gilles- 
pie, president  of  Princeton 
Seminary. 


There  will  be  workshops  in 
both  morning  and  afternoon  ses- 
sions. Categories  are  theology, 
the  congregation  and  evangelism, 
person-to-person  evangelism, 
and  social  and  cultural  settings  of 
evangelism. 

Montreat  will  also  host  wor- 
ship and  music  conferences  in 
June  and  youth  conferences  in 
June,  July,  and  August. 

Conferences 

The  worship  and  music  con- 
ferences (June  12-18,  19-25)  are 
for  church  musicians,  pastors, 
choir  members  (from  fourth 
grade  up),  Christian  educators, 
and  members  of  worship  com- 
mittees. 

Worship  seminars,  choral 
clinics,  ensembles  and  music 
seminars,  and  seminars  for 
children  and  youths  will  be  part 
of  the  conference. 

The  youth  conferences  (June 
25- July  1,  July  24-30,  and  July 
31 -August  6)  will  explore  the 
questions  "Who  am  I?  What 
gives  my  life  meaning?  Are  there 
limits?" 

Keynote  speaker  is  the  Rev. 
Sandy  Peirce,  co-pastor  of  El 
Dorado  County  Federated 
Church  in  California.  Preacher  is 
the  Rev.  Lonnie  Oliver,  adminis- 


trative dean  of  Johnson  C.  Smith 
Seminary.  Recreation  leader  is 
Ian  Stake,  student  at  Columbia 
Seminary. 

More  more  information  on 
any  of  these  conferences,  contact 
Montreat  Conference  Center, 
P.O.  Box  969,  Montreat,  NC. 
28757  (704-669-2911). 

Christian  writers  can  get 
practical  help  and  an  inside  view 
of  religious  publishing  at  the 
Christian  Writers  Grande  Ole 
Workshop  in  Nashville,  Tenn., 
June  12-16.  The  meeting  will 
feature  a  faculty  of  experts  and 
a  day-long  visit  to  the  United 
Methodist  Publishing  House  and 
its  book  publisher,  Abingdon 
Press. 

The  visit  will  include  a  tour  of 
the  printing  plant  and  bindery 
and  sessions  with  book  and 
magazine  editors  and  on 
marketing. 

For  more  information,  send  a 
self-addressed,  stamped  envelope 
to  John  Warren  Steen,  6511  Cur- 
rywood  Drive,  Nashville,  Tenn. 
37205. 

An  educational  event  for 
stewardship  leaders  sponsored 
by  the  National  Council  of  Chur- 
ches will  take  place  July  9-14  in 
Toronto,  Ontario,  Canada. 
There  will  be  presentations. 


Dr.  John  Carey 

mics,  work,  and  service. 

The  release  said  Carey's 
resignation  is  not  related  to  th< 
financial  or  academic  stability  o 
the  institution,  where  revenue; 
for  the  operating  fund  are  at 
record  high  and  admissions  ap 
plications  are  60  percent  ahead  ol 
last  year. 

Carey  is  a  Presbyteriar 
minister.  When  he  accepted  th< 
Warren  Wilson  presidency,  h< 
was  vice-president  and  directo: 
of  graduate  studies  in  religion  a 
Florida  State  University. 

He  attended  Duke  University 
where  he  lettered  in  football  anc 
was  named  to  several  All 
America  teams.  He  attendee 
Duke  Divinity  School  and  Yak 
Divinity  School,  and  later  earn 
ed  a  doctorate  in  religion  ai 
Duke. 

Carey  was  chaplain  and  taughi 
religion  at  Catawba  College  foi 
three  years  before  going  tc 
Florida  State  in  1960  as  chaplain 
and  assistant  professor  of 
religion. 

He  succeeded  Dr.  Reuben 
Holden,  who  retired  after  about 
a  decade  at  the  school. 

The  day  after  the  trustee 
meeting,  the  college's  faculty  and 
staff  met  with  the  trustees  to 
discuss  the  college's  direction  in 
the  future. 

Camps,  family 
retreat  offered 

Massanetta  Springs  Confer- 
ence Center  in  Harrisonburg 
Va.,  is  offering  a  number  of 
summer  camps  and  a  family  re 
treat  this  year.  Massanetta 
Springs  was  the  conference 
center  of  the  old  Synod  of  the 
Virginias. 

The  center  will  hold  resident 
camps  for  children  who  are  ris- 
ing third  graders  through  ninth 
graders  in  week-long  sessions 
from  June  20  through  July  22 
There  will  be  camps  for  all  thosi 
grades  the  first  week,  June  20-24 

Afterwards,  different  gradi 
levels  will  have  camps  different 
weeks. 

Activities  include  swimming, 
canoeing,  crafts,  hayrides, 
cookouts,  campouts,  Bible 
study,  and  worship. 

For  rising  junior-  and  senior 
high  students,  there  will  also  be 
backpacking  adventures  an 
canoe  camps,  involving  differe 
trips,  and  for  senior-high 
students  a  work  camp  among  th 
poor  in  Washington,  D.C 

For  more  information,  contact 
camp  director,  Massanetta 
Springs,  P.O.  Box  1286,  Harris 
onburg,  Va.  22801. 

For  families,  the  conference 
center  will  host  the  "Fabulous 
Family  Fourth  of  July  Retreat,' 
the  first  of  what  is  intended  to  b< 
an  annual  event.  It  will  take  plaa 
July  1-4. 

The  program  will  emphasize 
family  togetherness  in  worship, 
Bible  study,  crafts,  games,  swim- 
ming, fishing,  campfires,  hay- 
rides,  and  other  activities. 

For  more  information,  contact 
Massanetta  Springs  (703-434-. 
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They 
Need  Not 
Walk  Alone" 


...  It  'Takes  A  Good  Strong 
Foundation 

Without  a  Will,  your  money 
and  possessions  will  not 
automatically  go  to  your 
spouse,  children,  loved  ones. 
Your  assets  will  fall  under 
the  control  of  the  state. 
Unaware  of  your  wishes,  and 
without  regard  for  special 
circumstances,  the  state  can 
make  decisions  based  on 
whatever  the  law  dictates. 

Help  secure  your  family's 
future  by  making  your  Will 
now.  The  Presbyterian 
Church  (U.S.A.)  Foundation 
offers  a  pamphlet  that  can 
make  the  process  easier  for 
you.  It  tells  how,  by  including 
a  bequest  to  the  Church,  you 
can  extend  your  stewardship 
—and  the  good  it  can  do- 
beyond  tomorrow. 

Write  today.  Presbyerian 
Church  (U.S.A.)  Foundation, 
312  West  Trade  Street, 
Suite  400, 
Charlotte, 
NC  28202. 


Presbyterian  Church 
(U.S.A.)  Foundation 

New  York.  New  York  •  Charlotte.  North  Carolina 
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Encouraging  progress  made  in  building  new  synod 


The  last  two  months  you  have  had 
columns  from  my  fellow  administrators, 
Carroll  Jenkins  in  Baltimore  and  Davis 
Yeuell  in  Roanoke.  I  come  now  to  re- 
port remarkable  and  encouraging  pro- 
gress in  putting  the  new  synod  together. 

The  high  point  was  the  first  meeting 
at  the  end  of  February  when  we  chose 
the  name:  Synod  of  the  Mid-Atlantic. 
Also  selected  was  the  office  location  to 
be  at  Union  Theological  seminary  in 
Richmond.  While  these  decisions  drew 
public  attention,  the  more  significant 
decisions  involved  the  new  committee 
structure  and  the  approval  of  staff  posi- 
tions to  help  make  the  synod  work. 
Already  the  search  committee  is  receiv- 
ing applications  for  synod  executive  and 
others  will  be  forthcoming. 

The  North  Carolina  synod  and  pres- 
bytery executives  met  in  a  final  session 
about  three  months  ago,  and  we  have 
just  had  a  similar  meeting  involving  the 
executives  in  the  entire  Mid-Atlantic. 
That  went  well  and  good  working  rela- 
tionships developed  almost  at  once. 
Lowelle  Simms,  transitional  synod  exe- 
cutive, gave  good  leadership. 

I  represented  the  synod  at  the  meeting 
of  the  Association  of  Presbyterian  Col- 
leges and  Universities  at  Wilson  College 


By 

John  D. 
McLeod 


in  Chambersburg,  Pennsylvania.  It  is 
one  of  the  significant  women's  colleges 
of  our  denomination. 

Chambersburg  is  an  attractive  town 
on  the  Great  Wagon  Road  along  which 
many  of  the  Scotch-Irish  settlers  tra- 
veled to  new  homes  in  the  Valley  of 
Virginia  and  Piedmont,  North  Carolina. 

James  Jackson,  whose  family  owned 
a  tavern  there,  was  the  courier  who 
brought  the  Mecklenburg  Declaration  of 
Independence  north  after  its  adoption  in 
Charlotte.  A  later  war  saw  three  inva- 
sions from  the  South  and  it  was  in  this 
town  that  Robert  E.  Lee  and  A. P.  Hill 
planned  the  Battle  of  Gettysburg. 

Other  out-of-synod  meetings  includ- 
ed a  funding  consultation  in  Louisville 


and  the  national  staff  meeting  in  Kan- 
sas City.  Within  the  synod  there  have 
been  meetings  too  numerous  to  mention 
but  with  a  real  sense  of  coming  together 
as  one  in  a  new  enterprise. 

Along  the  way  I  went  to  the  first 
assembly  of  Presbytery  D  at  First,  Fay- 
etteville,  and  the  meeting  of  Fayetteville 
Presbytery,  itself,  at  Galatia  Church, 
where  my  uncle  was  pastor  when  I  was 
a  boy. 

While  at  Wilson  College,  tribute  was 
paid  to  Dr.  Mable  McLean,  retiring 
from  the  presidency  of  Barber-Scotia. 
There  was  a  beautiful  reception  at  Peace 
College  for  Dr.  David  Frazier,  leaving 
that  institution  after  a  long  and  signifi- 
cant presidency.  And  there  was  a 
delightful  reception  at  the  Governor's 
Mansion  for  Queens  College  alumnae, 
the  First  Lady  having  attended  there  and 
now  serving  as  a  trustee. 

Ministerial  candidates  of  Fayetteville 
Presbytery  met  recently  in  Raleigh.  We 
were  glad  to  see  Helen  Locklear  of  Pem- 
broke and  Austin  Seminary,  the  first 
Native  American  ministerial  candidate 
from  North  Carolina,  I  believe,  certainly 
the  first  woman.  My  wife  and  some 
members  of  the  Kings  Daughters  who 
have  provided  a  small  scholarship  en- 


joyed lunch  with  her. 

It  is  always  a  privilege  to  preach  and 
this  was  true  of  a  Sunday  at  Communi- 
ty Presbyterian  in  Pinehurst. 

We  took  a  little  vacation  trip  with 
grandson  John  A.  MacLeod  of  Vir- 
ginia Beach,  visiting  historic  spots  in 
Virignia,  Washington,  and  Maryland 
(parts  of  our  synod!).  There  was  another 
short  trip  to  New  York  City  to  show  the 
grandchildren  from  Boston  the  Statue  of 
Liberty  and  other  sights  of  the  city 
where  two  of  them  were  born.  All  in  all, 
an  enjoyable  and  encouraging  three 
months. 

Editor's  note:  John  D.  MacLeod  Jr. 
was  executive  of  the  Synod  of  North 
Carolina  from  1981  until  it  formed  part 
of  the  Synod  of  the  Mid-Atlantic.  He  is 
now  administrator  of  the  Raleigh  office 
of  the  Synod  of  the  Mid-Atlantic  dur- 
ing the  transition  year. 

A  native  of  Robbins,  N.C.,  he  gradu- 
ated from  Pfeiffer  Junior  College, 
Davidson  College,  and  Union  Seminary 
in  Virginia.  He  served  pastorates  in 
Carolina  Beach  and  Wilmington,  N.C., 
Sweet  Hall,  Va.,  andKeyser,  W.  Va.  He 
was  executive  of  Appomattox  and  Nor- 
folk Presbyteries  in  Virginia  and  West- 
minster Presbytery  in  Florida. 


On  knowing  when  to 
let  go  and  let  be 


Timing  is  essential  for  the  trapeze  ar- 
tist. In  order  to  experience  the  next 
trapeze  bar,  one  must  first  let  go  of  the 
existing  bar  one  so  firmly  holds.  Let- 
ting go  rarely  comes  easily,  because 
within  the  existing  bar  is  familiarity 
and  security,  and  in  the  next  bar  lies 
unfamiliarity  and  insecurity. 

I  wrote  on  this  theme  four  years 
ago — as  I  made  my  entry  into  the  fami- 
ly of  the  Synod  of  North  Carolina.  In 
the  time  frame  from  that  beginning  un- 
til now,  the  unfamiliar  has  become 
familiar  and  insecurity  has  been  re- 
placed by  security. 

But  once  again,  I  am  called  to  let 
go — in  order  that  I  may  fully  realize 
another  trapeze  bar,  i.e.,  the  Barber- 
Scotia  College  family.  This  is  a  good 
time  to  reflect  on  transition — that 
which  lies  between  the  familiar  and  the 
unfamiliar. 

This  movement  is  always  continuous 
and  perhaps  infinite.  The  infinity 
points  to  the  past  as  well  as  the  future. 
These  movements  are  worth  examin- 
ing because  one  will  discover  a  rela- 
tionship with  an  orderly  God — who 
prompts  the  human  spirit  as  a  parent 
prompts  and  prepares  a  three-year-old 
child,  that  one  day  he  will  become  a 
big  boy  and  will  leave  home  to  go  to 
school,  leaving  the  secure  environment 
behind — to  experience  a  world  much 
larger  than  his  secure  confine  of  home 
and  the  neighborhood. 

Like  Peter  Pan,  the  little  boy  does 
not  want  to  grow  up — but  must!  There 
is  no  choice  in  the  matter.  He  must  let 
go — he  must  grab  hold  of  the  new  ex- 
perience and  the  new  challenge  which 
will  expand  his  world  view. 

We  all  can  identify — if  carefully 
examined— an  inordinate  number  of 
times  of  transition  in  our  lives — 
starting  with  birth,  the  first  day  of 
school,  moving  into  a  new  house,  or 
graduating  from  high  school.  I  did  not 
realize  it,  at  the  time,  but  when  I  left 
home  at  the  tender  age  of  17,  I  was 
leaving  the  familiar,  secure  nest  which 
I  would  never  return  to  again. 

Even  though  I  go  back  to  the 
physical  environment  on  a  regular 
basis — it  is  not  the  same.  It  has 
changed — the  people  have  changed — 
and  I  have  changed.  "Nothing  remains 
?he  same,"  says  the  song  writer. 

e  the  children  of  Israel  who  ex- 


Like 
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perienced  transition  in  the  wilderness, 
I  sometimes  want  to  go  back  to 
Egypt — even  though  it  means  enslave- 
ment. Nostalgia  can  be  a  deadly  dis- 
ease!— because  it  can  cause  me  to  miss 
the  new  trapeze  bar.  The  only  good  old 
day  is  today,  and  if  I  am  blessed  to  ex- 
perience it,  tomorrow.  Today  and  to- 
morrow is  where  I  must  be! 

But  what  about  the  timing?  How 
will  I  know  when  to  let  go — in  order 
to  grab  the  next  bar?  Just  as  the  child 
knows  its  time  to  be  born,  just  as  the 
oak  seed  in  the  earth  knows  its  time  to 
sprout  roots  and  stem  and  branches 
and  leaves,  just  as  the  rose  knows  when 
to  bloom.  This  is  an  orderly  world  in 
which  the  spirit  of  God  prompts — all 
we  need  do  is  listen  to  the  orderly  spirit 
which  lies  within. 

It  appears  to  me  now  that  the  ulti- 
mate letting  go  is  life  itself.  And  when 
the  time  comes — I  am  sure  I  will  know 
as  I  knew  when  it  was  time  to  be  born. 
I  also  believe  just  as  I  was  tempted  to 
stay  in  the  secure  environment  of  my 
mother's  womb,  I  will  be  equally 
tempted  to  stay  in  the  secure  world  and 
life  as  I  presently  experience  it,  even 
though  to  do  so  means  enslavement  to 
the  former  familiarity  and  security. 

If  I  carefully  examine  my  transi- 
tions, I  would  know  there  is  no  reason 
to  fear  life  beyond  the  realm  of  my 
mundane  understanding.  And  that 
within  this  new  realm  awaits  for  me  a 
newness  and  freshness  which  I  have 
never  experienced  before.  In  the  mean- 
time, I  will  embrace  life  dearly... 
holding  on  to  every  sacred  moment... 
and  then  I  will  let  go... and  let  be...! 

Tyrone  Burkette  is  president-elect  of 
Barber  Scotia  College  in  Concord, 
N.C.  Although  he  will  be  making  the 
transition  soon  to  a  new  stage  and  leav- 
ing the  familiar  behind,  he  will  con- 
tinue to  write  this  column  for  The 
Presbyterian  News. 


COMMENTARY 


Hearings  on  sexuality  scheduled 


From  Presbyterian  News  Service 

The  General  Assembly's  task  force  on 
Human  Sexuality  will  prepare  papers  on 
varied  topics  for  its  next  meeting  and  will 
hold  hearings  for  interested  parties  at  the 
General  Assembly's  meeting  in  St.  Louis 
on  June  12,  and  at  the  committee's  next 
meetings  in  Kansas  City  in  November  and 
in  Los  Angeles  in  February  1989. 

The  group  made  these  decisions  at  its 
second  meeting  in  Newark,  N.J.,  April 
8-10. 


The  committee  discussed  earlier  Pres- 
byterian statements  on  sexuality,  and 
discussed  bibliographical  information  on 
issues  in  human  sexuality.  The  group 
spent  considerable  time  on  the  Reformed 
tradition  and  alternate  methodologies  in 
contemporary  theology  and  ethics. 

While  agreeing  to  hold  hearings,  how- 
ever, the  committee  voted  to  hold  its  for- 
mal meetings  in  executive  session,  in  order 
to  preserve  confidentiality  in  its  discus- 
sions and  facilitate  its  early  drafting  of 
materials. 


What  to  do  on  reaching 
the  age  of  nothing  to  do 


Dread  of  old  age 

For  some  reason  I  find  myself  re- 
cently writing  about  the  experiences  of 
old  age.  Could  it  be  because  I  passed 
by  79th  birthday  in  April?  Whatever 
the  reason,  old  age  is  where  I  am 
writing  from  now,  and  I  hope  it  will 
be  of  help  not  only  to  those  who  are 
as  old  as  I  am,  or  approaching  that 
age,  but  also  to  those  who  are  dieting 
and  exercising  and  going  to  the  doctor 
in  order  to  reach  that  age.  One  of  the 
dreads  is  to  get  to  the  stage  in  life  when 
there  is  nothing  to  do — at  least,  no- 
thing significant  to  do. 
Guilt 

Of  course,  it  is  not  necessary  to 
reach  old  age  in  order  to  have  nothing 
significant  to  do.  Some  people  reach 
that  experience  at  a  much  younger  age. 
But  for  our  own  sake  and  for  our 
standing  in  the  community,  it  is 
necessary  for  us  to  be  busy  about 
something. 

Our  culture  puts  a  premium  on 
"busy-ness."  For  us  idleness,  or  even 
seeming  to  be  idle,  is  a  great  sin.  One 
of  my  preacher  friends  said  he  tried  not 
to  let  any  of  his  people  catch  him  in 
a  period  of  quiet  or  meditation— they 
would  think  he  was  lazy. 
Forced  quietness 

There  are  times  when  however  much 
we  would  like  to  be  busily  engaged  do- 
ing something;  however  much  we  feel 
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as  though  there  are  some  things  we 
just  must  do,  the  condition  of  our 
bodies  or  our  minds  just  will  not  per- 
mit us  to  do  any  of  the  things  about 
which  we  feel  we  would  like  to  be  busy. 

Out  of  my  experiences  recently,  I 
have  discovered  that  in  periods  like 
that  I  sometimes  can  (mark  I  said 
"sometimes,"  because  I  cannot  always 
occupy  myself  this  way)  use  these  times 
of  enforced  inactivity  to  think  through 
some  of  the  things  which  I  wished  I 
had  had  time  for  back  in  the  days  when 
I  was  busy  with  many  things  and  said 
to  myself,  "I  wish  I  had  more  time  to 
really  think  about  this."  Or,  there  will 
be  days  when  we  all  can  do  is  to  just 
sit  and  watch  the  days  speed  dizzily  by. 

Dr.  Kraemer  is  former  president  of 
the  Presbyterian  School  of  Christian 
Education,  a  former  moderator  of  the 
General  Assembly  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church  U.S.,  and  pastor  emeritus  of 
First  Presbyterian  Church  of  Char- 
lotte, N.C. 
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Non-compassionate  experience  suggests  way  for  church 


"What  kind  of  church  do  you  want?" 
is  a  question  very  germane  to  our  time 
and  place  as  we  engage  in  the  process  of 
organizing  the  Synod  of  the  Mid- 
Atlantic.  This  is  a  time  in  which  not  only 
the  synod  but  also  presbyteries  are  be- 
ing reorganized.  Even  if  a  presbytery 
does  not  experience  boundary  changes, 
nevertheless  it  will  choose  how  it  will 
relate  to  the  new  circumstances  of  our 
synod,  to  the  new  opportunities  to 
develop  partnerships  with  other  govern- 
ing bodies;  therefore,  even  these 
presbyteries,  in  a  sense,  will  experience 
a  reorganization. 

Surely  one  response  to  the  question 
posed  is  that  we  want  a  caring  church, 
a  Body  of  Christ  which  can  and  is 
prepared  to  respond  to  the  needs  of  per- 
sons in  its  communities.  It  would  be 
hoped  that  that  response  would  be 
forthright,  compassionate,  helpful,  and 
gracious. 

It  is  hoped  that  our  response  to  per- 
sons in  need  will  provide  them  with  feel- 
ings of  support  and  affirmation,  with 
conviction  about  their  work  and  self- 
esteem,  with  a  sense  of  joy  and  fulfill- 
ment about  being  a  human  being. 

A  negative  situation  experienced  by 
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my  spouse  and  me  brought  me  to  do 
some  thinking  about  our  church. 
Sometimes  the  church  mirrors  the  less- 
than-desirable  modes  of  the  culture 
rather  than  leading  the  way  into  more 
grace-filled  opportunities  for  living. 
Maybe  a  reference  to  this  negative  ex- 
perience will  demonstrate  what  we  do 
not  want  in  our  church  and  suggest  a 
better  way. 

Lois  and  I  were  involved  in  a  minor 
auto  accident  recently.  It  seemed  minor 
at  the  time,  but  the  repair  to  the  auto 
exceeded  two  thousand  dollars,  and  for 
Lois  it  damaged  some  muscles  in  her  rib- 
cage,  which  produced  the  most  severe 
pain  she  has  experienced.  For  one  with 
cerebral  palsy,  muscle  spasms  seem  to 


build  upon  one  another  and  produce  ex- 
cruciating, breath-taking  pain. 

We  went  to  the  emergency  ward  of  a 
county  hospital  at  5:30  a.m.  to  get  relief. 
Clearly  what  she  needed  was  an  im- 
mediate injection  of  medicine  to  make 
those  muscles  relax  so  that  a  healing 
process  could  begin.  But  despite  urgent 
cries  and  pleas  to  the  contrary,  both  she 
and  I  had  to  deal  with  less  than  compas- 
sionate staff;  first  while  one  worker 
rearranged  the  papers  on  her  desk  after 
interviewing  a  previous  patient,  and  then 
subsequently  while  answers  to  questions 
filling  three  pages  were  entered  into  a 
computer. 

At  one  point  in  a  voice  and  tone  too 
severe  to  be  helpful,  I  asked  if  there  were 
not  a  way  to  get  relief  from  pain  before 
completing  forms.  The  reply  was  this: 
"There  are  three  pages  of  questions  in 
this  form,  and  if  we  do  not  get  the 
answers  we  will  not  serve  you  at  all." 

Forty  minutes  after  our  arrival  at  the 
emergency  ward,  Lois  received  medica- 
tion which  10  minutes  later  ended  the 
pain.  Among  the  questions  requiring  an 
answer  was  her  mother's  maiden  name 
and  her  mother's  married  name. 

This  ignoring  of  the  pain,  the  delay, 


and  the  procedure  of  admittance  itself 
was  inexcusable.  Many  hospitals  (even 
county  ones)  have  learned  to  use  a  more 
humane  approach.  Indeed,  Lois  work- 
ed as  lay  chaplain  in  one  in  another  area. 

But  lest  we  cast  all  our  anger  at 
hospitals,  let's  face  it,  sometimes  even 
the  church  has  been  likewise  inhumane 
in  its  response  to  the  cries  for  help  from 
people.  And  that  is  not  the  church  we 
want  in  our  time! 

For  me,  I  want  a  church  which  is  car- 
ing, which  is  more  concerned  over  my 
situation  than  over  its  own  institutional 
procedures.  I  want  a  church  which  is 
truly  open  in  all  respects  despite  my 
race,  sex,  income,  lifestyle,  mental 
status,  and  all  those  other  variations  in 
the  human  race.  Indeed,  there  is  only 
one  condition  for  membership:  that  I 
hold  Jesus  Christ  to  be  my  Lord  and 
Savior;  and  I  expect  my  church  to  make 
its  caring  resources  available  even  to 
those  who  do  not  thus  qualify  for 
membership. 

I  want  a  church  which  can  grow, 
which  is  always  open  to  receiving  new 
understandings  of  God's  presence  and 
power  in  our  lives.  I  want  the  church 
which  Jesus  wanted.  How  about  you? 


Church  needs  to  recover 
authority  to  shape  values 


The  "mainline"  Protestant 
denominations  are  no  longer  the 
primary  shapers  of  values  in 
American  society,  Moderator 
Isabel  Rogers  said  in  the  in- 
augural Wayne  Christy  Memor- 
ial Lecture  at  Westminster  Col- 
lege in  New  Wilmington,  Pa.,  on 
March  16.  That  function  "has 
been  taken  over  by  other  forces, 
mainly  television,"  she  said. 

Dr.  Rogers  added  that  "We 
now  live  in  an  era  when  many 
folk  no  longer  feel  loyal  to  the 
church  they  grew  up  in."  Her 
lecture  focused  on  the  church's 
loss  of  teaching  authority,  and 
how  that  authority  might  be 
recovered.  The  mainline 
denominations  have  experienced 
declines  in  membership  and  in- 
fluence in  recent  years,  after  long 
being  leading  setters  of  America's 
values.  They  continue  to  embody 
the  idea  of  "public"  faith — an 
understanding  that  religious 
beliefs  can  and  should  affect 
society — at  a  time  when 
"private,"  more  individual 
beliefs  are  having  greater  impact, 
Dr.  Rogers  said. 

She  noted  the  assertion  by 
sociologist  Wade  Clark  Roof 
that  the  challenge  to  mainline 


Dr.  Isabel  Rogers 

religion,  and  especially  to 
demoninations  like  the  Presby- 
terian Church  (U.S.A.),  is  more 
from  "the  growing  secular  drift" 
of  many  church  members  than 
anything  else.  Rather  than  "go- 
ing conservative,"  many  are  just 
opting  out  of  religious  affilia- 
tions altogether. 

A  "new  kind  of  pluralism" 
has  developed  in  which  many 
believe  that  "any  faith  is  as  good 
as  any  other,  and  that  none 
makes  any  difference  in  in- 


2  historical  agencies 
consolidate  operations 


The  two  Presbyterian 
historical  agencies,  in 
Philadelphia  and  Montreat, 
have  consolidated,  announced 
Stated  Clerk  James  E.  An- 
drews. The  Montreat  agency 
will  become  the  Presbyterian 
Study  Center. 

William  B.  Miller,  director 
of  the  Office  of  History  in 
Philadelphia,  will  administer 
the  archival,  manuscript, 
library,  and  museum  collec- 
tions located  at  both  sites. 

The  Rev.  Robert  Benedetto 
has  been  named  deputy  direc- 
tor in  charge  of  program,  and 
Mrs.  Mary  Lane  deputy  direc- 
tor in  charge  of  operations  for 
the  Presbyterian  Study  Center 
(Montreat). 


The  Rev.  Jerrold  L. 
Brooks,  who  has  directed  the 
Historical  Foundation  in 
Montreat  since  1979,  has  been 
granted  a  terminal  leave  of 
absence.  Andrews  paid  tribute 
to  Brooks's  accomplishments 
at  the  Historical  Foundation, 
which  included  the  construc- 
tion of  a  new  facility  design- 
ed to  accommodate  various 
historical  collections. 

There  are  two  historical 
agencies  because  each  of  the 
former  denominations  con- 
stituting the  Presbyterian 
Church  (U.S.A.)  had  one. 
The  General  Assembly  last 
year  directed  that  they  con- 
solidate into  one  organization 


dividual  lives,"  the  moderator 
said. 

Presbyterians  must  develop 
"the  ability  to  make  people  listen 
and  believe"  that  the  church  has 
something  important  to  say,  she 
said.  To  do  that,  Presbyterians 
need  to  recover  their  distinctive 
identity  rather  than  soften  the 
church's  social  message  to  make 
more  people  comfortable. 

A  new  "context  for  making 
moral  choices"  that  would  help 
restore  the  teaching  authority  of 
the  church,  she  said,  would  in- 
clude three  elements:  the 
sovereignty  of  God,  a  clear  sense 
of  calling,  and  an  acknowledge- 
ment of  the  pervasiveness  of  sin. 

In  her  words,  "theology  is  the 
context  within  which  we  make 
our  moral  decisions,"  so  any 
reclamation  of  the  teaching 
authority  must  include  an 
understanding  of  the  basics  of 
belief.  It  must  also  include  a 
"glad  response  to  God,"  a  sense 
of  obedience. 

And  by  understanding  that  sin 
corrupts  and  distorts  all  of  life, 
the  church  can  better  witness  to 
the  integrity  of  its  faith  without 
dictating  to  others  what  their 
choices  should  be. 

Dr.  Rogers  emphasized  that 
the  church  could  recover  its 
moral  power  to  shape  values  by 
inviting  people  to  share  in  what 
its  faith  discovers.  "If  we  would 
teach  with  authority,  we  must 
know  the  reality  of  God's 
presence  in  our  lives." 

Evangelism 
associate  named 

A  pastoral  relationship  that 
began  in  January  1965  will  end 
on  July  31  when  the  Rev.  Gary 
Demarest  will  leave  the  La 
Canada  Church  in  California  to 
assume  a  new  position  as  the 
associate  director  of  Presbyterian 
evangelism  for  the  Presbyterian 
Church  (U.S.A.). 

Demarest  has  been  called  to 
develop  new  ministries  among 
pastors,  congregations, 
presbyteries,  synods,  and 
seminaries  in  the  United  States 
and  internationally,  toward  a 
renewed  vitality  in  their  outreach. 


Retired  ministers  offered 
free  mountain  holiday 


Retired  Presbyterian 
ministers  living  in  the  Synod 
of  the  Mid-Atlantic  and  their 
spouses  are  invited  to  spend  a 
free  four-day  visit  at  the 
William  Black  Lodge  in  Mon- 
treat, N.C.  Funded  by  the 
Belk  and  the  White  Funds, 
these  "guestships"  are  limited 
in  number  and  are  provided 
on  a  first-come,  first-served 
basis. 

The  lodge  has  been  a  non- 
profit agency  of  the  Synod  of 
North  Carolina  since  1915. 
Through  the  years  it  has 
developed  into  a  facility  for 
church  retreats,  training  con- 


ferences, a  place  to  stay  while 
attending  conferences  in  Mon- 
treat, or  relaxing  in  Montreat. 

The  lodge  can  accom- 
modate 64  overnight  guests, 
provide  home-cooked  meals 
for  up  to  72,  and  has  a  con- 
ference and  worship  center. 

Inquiries  about  reserva- 
tions, including  "guestships" 
for  retired  ministers  and 
spouses,  will  be  welcomed  at 
the  lodge  by  its  manager, 
Nancy  Copeland.  The  lodge 
telephone  is  (704)  669-6314; 
the  address  is  P.O.  Box  819, 
Montreat,  N.C.  28757. 


Medical  dues  increase  requested 


The  church's  Board  of  Pen- 
sions will  request  a  four  percent 
dues  increase,  a  cap  on 
psychiatric  costs,  and  other 
changes  to  begin  in  1989  when 
the  agency  reports  to  the  General 
Assembly  in  June.  Arthur  Ryan 
and  J.  Phillips  Noble,  co- 
presidents  of  the  pension  board, 
said  higher  health  costs  across 
the  nation  have  affected  the 
Board  of  Pensions  as  well  as 


similar  insurance  plans  with 
other  denominations. 

"The  only  options  we  have 
open,"  Ryan  said,  "are  to  reduce 
benefits  or  raise  dues.  We  are  of- 
fering a  combination  of  these." 

He  pointed  out  that  the  board 
must  bring  claims  costs  and  dues 
revenue  in  line,  repay  the 
deficits,  and  rebuild  a  major 
medical  reserve. 


Since  you 
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this  Sunday's  sermon  I'd 
like  you  to  sign  a  release 
■form. .  1" 
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'89  Mission  Yearbook  will 
offer  many  special  features 


The  1989  Mission  Yearbook, 
called  the  "Commemorative 
Bicentennial  Edition,"  will  con- 
tain two  16-page  sections  of  col- 
or photos;  the  complete  text  of 
the  bicentennial  celebration  com- 
munion service  to  be  held  across 
the  church  on  May  21,  1989; 
twelve  brief  photo  essays  on  the 
ministry  of  the  laity;  the  bicen- 
tennial hymn,  "Come  Sing,  O 
Church,  in  Joy";  52  Minutes  for 
Mission,  all  new;  more  maps; 
prayers  of  dedication;  a  daily  lec- 
tionary;  and  a  hymn  lectionary. 

The  Mission  Yearbook  de- 
scribes comprehensively  the  mis- 
sion of  the  Presbyterian  Church 
(U.S.A.).  It  has  been  popular  in 
the  church,  with  the  1988  edition 
selling  out  in  January  except  for 
a  few  copies  remaining  in  pres- 
bytery and  synod  offices. 

The  General  Assembly's  agen- 
cy that  produces  the  Yearbook 
suggests  churches  can  give  it  to 


every  family,  new  members,  par- 
ticipants in  the  bicentennial  com- 
munion service,  planners  of 
bicentennial  celebrations,  mem- 
bers of  women's  groups,  and 
committees  on  worship,  steward- 
ship, mission  interpretation,  and 
Christian  education. 

The  1989  Yearbook  will  con- 
tinue a  two-year  emphasis  on  the 
church's  bicentennial.  It  will  em- 
phasize the  bicentennial  goals  of 
"recommitting  ourselves  to  the 
mission  and  ministry  of  Christ's 
church"  and  "seeing  the  future 
through  new  eyes."  The  new 
book  will  include  numerous  spe- 
cial features  and  essays  relating 
to  the  bicentennial. 

Churches  may  obtain  a  discount 
by  ordering  in  quantities.  The 
prices  are  $3  each  for  50  books 
(total  $150)  and  $2.50  each  for 
100  books  (total  $250).  For  more 
than  100  copies,  the  price  is  $2.50 
in  multiples  of  50. 


To  qualify  for  the  discount, 
churches  must  prepay  their  or- 
ders and  most  postmark  them  by 
July  1. 

For  churches  that  do  not  have 
100  members  and  thus  cannot 
take  advantage  of  the  full  dis- 
count, many  presbyteries  in  the 
Synod  of  the  Mid-Atlantic  have 
programs  to  place  combined 
orders  for  small  churches.  Small 
churches  should  check  with  their 
presbytery  office  to  see  if  it  does 
have  such  a  program. 

For  order  forms  offering  the 
discount,  check  with  presbytery 
offices  or  call  (212)  870-3031. 

The  regular  price  is  $5.  Any- 
one wishing  to  order  single  copies 
should  call  1-800-524-2612  or 
write  Presbyterian  Distribution 
Service,  Room  905,  475  River- 
side Drive,  New  York,  N.Y. 
101 15.  The  item  number  for  the 
Mission  Yearbook  is  PDS 
#950-88-350. 


New  mission  videos  produced 


Three  new  Mission  Year- 
book videos  are  available, 
produced  by  the  General  As- 
sembly agency  that  produces 
the  Mission  Yearbook.  They 
are  taped  on  location;  each  is 
20  minutes  long  and  in  color. 
Each  has  a  study  guide.  Each 
costs  $29.95. 

The  three  are  "Light  to  the 
Nations,"  about  mission  in 
Pakistan,  Egypt,  Colombia, 


and  Kenya,  and  along  the 
Mexican-U.S.  border;  "The 
Leaven  in  the  Loaf,"  about 
how  Presbyterians  in  Mexico 
and  the  U.S.  deal  with  eco- 
nomic and  social  problems 
along  the  border;  and  "Har- 
vest of  Faith,"  about  Presby- 
terian churches  in  the  mid- 
west that  help  desperate 
farmers. 
To  order,  call  1-800-524-2612. 


Survey  wins  national 
awards  for  art,  writing 


From  Presbyterian  News  Service 
Presbyterian  Survey,  the 
denomination's  magazine,  won 
three  national  awards  at  the  Re- 
ligous  Public  Relations  Council's 
annual  meeting  on  April  15. 

Art  director  Richard  Brown 
won  an  Award  of  Excellence  for 
his  black-and-white  illustration 
of  "Fighting  for  the  Right  to  be 
Human,"  an  article  published  in 
the  June  1987  issue. 
Associate  editor  Eva  Stimson 


received  an  Award  of  Merit  for 
her  article  entitled  "Wondering 
About  Nicaragua"  that  appeared 
in  the  March  1987  issue. 

The  magazine  also  received  an 
Award  of  Merit  for  a  four-color 
illustration  by  Eddie  Ross,  an  in- 
dependent artist,  that  was  used 
with  an  article  entitled  "Too 
Good  to  be  True.  Of  Course.  But 
It  Is,"  also  published  in  the  June 
1987  issue. 


New  official  will  strengthen 
ties  of  worship  &  the  arts 


A  Sri  Lankan  artist  and 
writer  has  been  named  asso- 
ciate for  worship  and  the  arts 
in  the  Theology  and  Worship 
Ministry  Unit  of  the  General 
Assembly.  The  new  associate, 
Nalini  (Marcia)  Jayasuriya, 
recently  was  named  the 
Elisabeth  Luce  Moore  Dis- 
tinguished Professor  of  Re- 
ligion and  the  Arts  of  the 
United  Board  for  Christian 
Higher  Education  in  Asia. 

"Ms.  Jayasuriya  is  an  ac- 
complished visual  artist,  musi- 
cian, poet,  and  creative  writer, 


able  to  express  her  faith  and 
ideas  through  a  wide  variety  of 
fine  arts:  painting,  sculpture, 
music,  dance,  drama,  and 
mime,"  said  the  Rev.  George 
B.  Telford,  Jr.,  director  of  the 
unit.  She  knows  the  religions 
of  Asia  well,  he  added,  and 
has  a  world-wide  view  on  pro- 
claiming the  Gospel  in  varied 
cultures.  Ms.  Jayasuriya  will 
help  Presbyterian  artists 
strengthen  the  life  of  faith  and 
the  worship  of  the  church.  She 
will  focus  on  helping  the 
church  appreciate  artistic  gifts 
of  members  and  others. 


Church's  mission  is  focus  of  resources 


Several  free  resources  on  the 
church,  its  mission,  and  its 
bicentennial  are  available  from 
Presbyterian  Distribution  Ser- 
vice. 

"Who  Are  We  Presbyter- 
ians?" is  a  brochure  sketching 
what  Presbyterians  believe,  how 
the  church  organizes  itself  to 
engage  in  mission  and  conduct 
other  business,  what  sorts  of  mis- 
sion the  church  engages  in,  and 
how  it  raises  money. 

"Celebrate  the  Journey" 
(which  is  the  bicentennial  theme) 
briefly  describes  the  church's 
history  from  Old  Testament 
roots  through  modern  America; 
the  pamphlet  then  provides  a 
number  of  historical  photos  or 
drawings  and  accompanying 
short  narratives,  thus  providing 
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a  series  of  vignettes  to  illustrate 
the  church's  history. 

"Partnership  Turns  Ideas  into 
Action"  concerns  the  General 
Assembly's  mission  in  1988.  A 
short  introduction  discusses  mis- 
sion giving.  The  next  section  con- 
tains photos  and  description  of 


some  of  the  church's  mission 
projects.  The  final  portion  con- 
tains a  chart  on  the  Assembly's 
mission  budget,  with  thumbnail 
descriptions  of  various  agencies 
and  causes. 

The  "Mission  Yearbook  Use 
Guide"  offers  suggestions  for 
using  the  1988  Mission  Yearbook 
effectively.  The  goal  is  to  help 
the  congregation  better  under- 
stand the  church's  mission.  Sug- 
gestions include  ways  to  create 
ongoing  programs,  attract  new 
members,  discover  the  church's 
history,  and  deepen  the  congre- 
gation's commitment. 

For  ordering  information,  call 
1-800-524-2612,  or  write  Presby- 
terian Distribution  Service,  475 
Riverside  Drive,  Room  905,  New 
York,  N.Y.  10115. 


Book  probes  relationship  of  television  and  religion 


By  Dennis  Shoemaker 
From  a  review  in  Communique 
Television  and  Religion:  The 
Shaping  for  Faith,  Values  and 
Culture,  by  William  F.  Fore, 
Augsburg  Prss,  218  pages, 
paper,  1987 

The  author,  who  I  think  first 
coined  the  phrase  "electronic 
church"  to  describe  the  big-time 
TV  ministries,  wants  traditional 
churches  to  use  TV,  but  he  insists 
that  they  must  do  so  with  a  sense 
of  difference,  being  clear  about 
their  essential  message.  Not  to  do 
so  risks  selling  the  soul  of  the 
church  to  the  TV  business  itself, 
which  in  the  long  run  is  selling 
out  to  the  world's  values. 

Fore  describes  how  the  TV 
system  operates  in  our  culture, 
how  it  reflects  what  the  common 
denominator  of  us  feels  and  be- 
lieves, and  then  how  it  amplifies 
that  message  back  to  us  so  that 
what  that  critical  mass  already 
believes  is  reinforced. 

With  that  in  mind,  Fore  turns 
to  the  subject  of  religious  TV  and 
says  its  success  depends  on  fol- 
lowing that  exact  formula.  TV, 
generally,  doesn't  succeed  when 
it  tries  to  swim  upstream.  And 
religious  TV  suffers  the  same  fate 
if  it  take  on  projects  or  acts  out 
its  message  in  ways  that  are  not 
satisfying  to  broad  public  appeal. 

When  the  eye  is  on  the  masses 
of  people  and  the  goal  is  to  bring 
those  masses  to  the  market  place, 

1  of  entertainment 


results,  even  when  the  subject  is 
Iran  and  the  contras. 

This  is  not  to  say  that  the 
church  cannot  use  TV.  It  can, 
and  it  can  do  so  successfully,  on 
its  own  terms.  It  will  be  expen- 
sive, demanding,  and  often  not 
popular.  But  these  are  costs  the 
"electronic  church"  cannot  af- 
ford to  pay  since  it  can  only  sur- 
vive with  the  support  of  gifts 
from  grateful  viewers.  In  order 
to  win  those  gifts,  there  is  a  need 
to  play  the  givers'  game. 

Fore,  assistant  general  secre- 
tary for  communications  of  the 
National  Council  of  Churches, 
came  to  the  attention  of  many 
church  leaders  several  years  ago 
when  he  wrote  for  TV  Guide  the 
article  "Why  TV  Evangelists 
Can't  Be  Pastors" — which  was 
his  assessment  of  the  "electronic 
church."  The  article  drew  almost 
500  angry  letters. 

That  there  should  be  such  let- 
ters, he  says,  did  not  surprise 
him,  but  then  he  continues: 

"The  theme  I  was  not  pre- 
pared for,  either  as  to  its  inten- 
sity or  its  pervasiveness,  was  an 
angry  outpouring  against  local 
churches  and  their  preachers. 
Letter  after  letter  accused  the 
local  church  of  being  dry,  un- 
friendly, cold,  not  filled  with  the 
Spirit,  unbiblical,  works  of 
Satan,  dead,  or  dying.' 

This  gets  us  to  one  of  the  sub- 
themes  of  the  book.  Fore  wants 
to  know  what's  wrong  in  our 


society  that  so  many  people  are 
angry  at  the  churches  and  their 
preachers,  to  the  point  that  they 
will  eagerly  support  the  expensive 
TV  ministries  in  which  they  can, 
at  best,  provide  support  at  long 
distance.  What  isn't  happening 
at  the  local  church  that  is  hap- 
pening in  the  "electronic 
church"? 

What  Fore  seems  to  say, 
though  I  wish  he  would  say  it 
with  greater  vigor,  is  that 
mainline  and  traditional  chur- 
ches, like  Presbyterian,  United 
Methodist,  and  Episcopal, 
simply  don't  know  what  is  going 
on  culturally  in  America.  Al- 
though Fore  doesn't  say  this  in 
these  exact  words,  the  sense  of 
his  message,  as  I  understand  it, 
is  that  mainline  churches  are 
ministering  to  a  dying  and  mostly 
already  dead  generation  of 
Americans,  and  that  souped-up 
efforts  to  evangelize  and  create 
church  growth  will  fail  unless  we 
take  seriously  the  hurts  and  isola- 
tion of  real  people  out  there  who 
no  longer  have  places  to  turn. 

A  main  part  of  the  problem, 
says  Fore,  is  that  today's  masses 
of  people  are  the  product  of  a 
new  technological  era,  which  is 
even  now  only  30  or  so  years 
old — an  era  that  has  "no  single 
integrating  element  which  gives 
all  other  things  their  reason  for 
being."  This,  he  says,  is  the  great 
lew  fact  of  our  time. 

Although  it  has  no  "single  in- 


tegrating unit,"  it  does  have 
philosophical  views:  (1)  that 
meaningful  lives  must  be  amen- 
able to  reason,  (2)  that  people 
can  find  in  themselves  the  norms 
and  goals  for  their  own  existence, 
and  )3)  that  this  space-time  world 
is  the  proper  home  of  human- 
kind. Religion,  in  other  words, 
has  to  do  with  the  here  and  now, 
and  cannot  successfully  deal  with 
the  transcendent.  In  the  techno- 
logical world,  Fore  argues,  none 
of  the  great  biblical  themes  can 
move  people  to  commitment. 

Fore  then  takes  his  main  argu- 
ment one  step  further  to  say  that 
the  technological  world-view  re- 
sults in  "people  being  treated  as 
means  rather  than  as  ends."  Peo- 
ple are  no  longer  the  center  of 
meaning.  What  really  counts  is 
how  things  work,  not  what  hap- 
pens to  people. 

With  this  as  his  basic  presup- 
position, Fore  demonstrates  that 
the  TV  business  operates  out  of 
the  same  cultural  milieu,  with  a 
style  of  content  that  emulates  our 
lives  and  governs  all  of  our  per- 
sonal and  social  activities.  The 
ethical  principle  is  simply:  if  it 
works,  it  is  good. 

Television,  Fore  shows,  fol- 
lows that  ethical  precept  religi- 
ously. Its  goal  is  neither  to  in- 
form or  to  tell  the  truth;  it  has 
nothing  other  in  mind  than  to 
bring  us  to  the  market  place — 
which  is  as  it  should  be,  given  the 
utilitarian  ethics  that  control  our 


social  order. 

Given  that  analysis,  how  will 
religious  TV  do?  Fore  argues 
that  it  can  do  well  in  terms  of  the 
masses  only  if  it  follows  exactly 
this  cultural  analysis.  Fore  shows 
that  there  are  distinctions  be- 
tween the  goal  and  values  of  the 
general  TV  audience  and  the  re- 
ligious TV  audience,  but  those 
differences  are  not  nearly  as 
significant  as  the  similarities. 

What  does  Fore  ask  us  to  do? 
His  answer  has  to  do  with  legisla- 
tion, with  working  inside  the 
system,  with  moving  toward 
"narrowcasting"  and  much  else. 
And  most  importantly  he  says, 
"Christians  ought  not  feel  that 
they  have  to  'be  on  television' 
simply  because  television  is  a 
powerful  communication  envi- 
ronment, any  more  than  Chris- 
tians felt  they  had  to  be  cheering 
in  the  stands  of  the  Circus  Max- 
imus  during  Caesar's  day  simply 
because  that  was  where  the  rich 
and  the  powerful  were  in  the  first 
century." 

He  has,  in  addition,  a  positive 
point  to  make  which  we  should 
never  forget.  We  already  have  a 
church  where  people  gather  and 
interact.  That  fact  requires  that 
people  communicate,  which  is 
as  essential  an  experience  as 
breathing.  And  there  is  not  much 
communication  sitting  in  front  of 
a  TV  set  munching  goodies  while 
being  entertained  by  a  TV 
evangelist. 


Best  breakfast  in  town 


The  Presbyterian  News,  May  1988,  Page  7 


It  is  7:00  a.m.,  the  third  Sun- 
day of  the  month.  Four  of  the 
men  of  the  Pinetops  Presbyterian 
Church  prepare  breakfast.  As 
the  pleasant  aroma  of  cooked 
bacon  fills  the  air,  the  fellowship 
hall  quickly  becomes  partially 
filled  by  15  to  20  men. 

It  is  8:00.  The  men  hear  words 
of  welcome  from  the  president  of 
the  fellowship  group.  After  the 
singing  of  a  hymn,  a  prayer  is  of- 
fered. The  men  then  file  in  line 
for  "the  best  breakfast  in  town." 
Upon  completion  of  the  meal, 
the  guest  speaker  is  introduced 
...a  minister,  a  social  worker, 
one  of  the  local  football  coaches. 


Their  messages  convey  the  reaf- 
firming news  that  the  Church  of 
Jesus  Christ,  indeed,  is  alive! 

It  is  9:00.  Words  of  gratitude 
are  extended  to  the  speaker.  The 
cooks  tell  the  men  that  the  cost 
of  the  meal  is  $1 .00  —  not  a  bad 
price  for  "the  best  breakfast  in 
town."  It  is  time  to  clean  up. 

Since  the  1950s,  the  men  of 
Pinetops  Presbyterian  Church 
have  broken  bread  together,  fel- 
lowshipped,  and  participated  in 
various  service  projects.  All  have 
been  done  to  the  glory  of  God 
and  serve  as  proof  that,  indeed, 
the  Church  of  Christ  is  alive! 


Three  lay  preachers  were  presented  to  Albemarle  Presbytery 
for  commissioning  on  April  26.  Those  being  commissioned 
were:  J.  Edward  Chappell  Jr.,  Englewood  Church,  Rocky 
Mount;  Earle  S.  Metcalf,  First  Church,  New  Bern;  and  Ephraigm 
H.  Smith,  Hollywood  Church,  Greenville. 

224th  stated  meeting  held 


The  224th  stated  meeting  of 
Albemarle  Presbytery  was  called 
to  order  at  the  Second  Pres- 
byterian Church  in  Rocky  Mount 
on  Tuesday,  April  26.  Highlights 
of  the  meeting  are  as  follows: 

•  Elder  Warren  Davis  was 
elected  moderator.  Elder  Jane 
Latham  was  elected  moderator- 
nominee  to  serve  in  September. 

•  Paul  (Tripp)  H.  Pittman  III 
was  examined  and  received  as  a 
candidate  for  the  ministry  of  the 
Word. 

•  Three  lay  preachers  were 
presented  to  the  presbytery  for 
commissioning. 

•  Camp  Director  Michelle 
Burcher  reported  that  wonderful 
things  are  happening  at  Camp 
Albemarle.  In  addition  to  the 
construction  of  a  new  bathhouse, 
camp  registrations  are  pouring 
in. 

•  Campus  Minister  Michelle 
Burcher  presented  awards  to 
churches  for  their  generous 
donation  of  exam  survival  kits. 
Over  1 ,720  kits  were  made  by  35 
churches. 

•  At  the  request  of  Evan- 
gelism and  Church  Develop- 
ment, presbytery  approved  an 
application  for  funds  from 
General  Assembly's  Bicentennial 
Fund  for  $51,000.  If  granted, 
these  funds  will  be  used  for  the 
Roanoke  Island  new  church  de- 
velopment in  Manteo. 

•  Linda  Schrock,  president  of 
the  WOC,  gave  a  report  on  the 
work  of  the  Women  of  the 
Church  in  Albemarle  Presbytery 
and  a  preview  of  Presbyterian 
Women. 

•  Presbytery,  upon  the  recom- 
mendation of  the  Specialized 
Ministries  Committee,  affirmed 
the  appropriateness  of  establish- 
ing a  Resource  Center  for  Alter- 
natives to  Abortion  and  assigned 


Paul  (Tripp)  H.  Pittman  III  was 
examined  and  received  as  a 
Candidate  for  the  Ministry  of 
the  word  by  Albemarle  Pres- 
bytery. Tripp,  a  member  of 
First  Presbyterian  Church  in 
Goldsboro,  is  a  student  at 
Princeton. 

the  committee  the  responsibility 
for  developing  guidelines  and 
procedures  and  details  for  estab- 
lishing such  a  center  in  this  pres- 
bytery. 

•  Presbytery  bid  au  revoir  to 
Tom  Murphy,  who  will  soon 
move  to  California  to  care  for  his 
mother.  We  look  forward  to  his 
return. 

•  Pastor  Chang  Kim,  evan- 
gelist of  the  Korean  Congrega- 
tion in  Goldsboro,  and  his  wife 
were  recognized  for  their  many 
years  of  service. 

•  The  presbytery  adjourned  to 
meet  next  in  stated  session  at  the 
Calvary  Presbyterian  Church  in 
Swan  Quarter  on  Saturday,  Sep- 
tember 10. 
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Celebrating  eighty  years 


"God  of  grace,  God  of  glory, 
On  thy  people  pour  thy  power; 
Crown  thy  ancient  Church's 
story;  bring  her  bud  to  glorious 
flower..."  sang  the  congregation 
of  the  Farmville  Presbyterian 
Church  as  they  began  the  wor- 
ship service  that  marked  their 
80th  anniversary. 

Mr.  Bernice  B.  Turnage,  a  son 
of  one  of  the  charter  members, 
welcomed  the  guest.  Dr.  J. 
Nichols  Adams,  interim  ex- 
ecutive presbyter,  brought 
greetings  on  behalf  of  the 
Presbytery  of  Albemarle.  The 
pastor  of  the  Farmville  Church, 
the  Rev.  William  N.  Gordon, 
prepared  those  present  to 
celebrate  communion  with  a  ser- 
mon on  "Celebration  and 
Rededication." 

True  to  the  opening  song  of 
the  day,  the  congregation  has 
grown  from  a  small  but  com- 
mitted group  in  1908  to  a 
flourishing  congregation  in  1988. 
For  almost  the  first  decade  of  its 
existence  the  Farmville  congrega- 
tion worshipped  in  the  Masonic 
Hall,  the  Opera  house,  and  the 
Episcopal  Church. 

In  1917,  their  first  church 
building  was  completed.  The 
congregation  grew  and  a  new 


Evangelism 
Conference 
set  at 
Montreat 

"Celebrating  New  Journeys 
in  Evangelism"  is  the  theme 
for  a  new  conference  at  Mon- 
treat set  for  July  10-15. 
Among  the  leaders  for  the 
conference  will  be  James 
Forbes,  professor  of  preach- 
ing, Union  Theological  Semi- 
nary, New  York,  and  Thomas 
Gillespie,  president  of  Prince- 
ton Theological  Seminary. 

To  assist  those  interested  in 
attending,  the  Evangelism  and 
Church  Development  Com- 
mittee is  offering  $100 
scholarships  (per  family). 
Registration  cost  is  $85  per 
person  with  deadline  for  reg- 
istration June  10. 

"This  new  conference  will 
deepen  our  Presbyterian  un- 
derstanding of  evangelism,"  a 
brochure  on  the  event  said. 
"We  will  learn  from  a  number 
of  churches  intentionally 
engaged  in  evangelism,  dis- 
cover new  ways  to  use  our 
skills  for  evangelism  in  dif- 
ferent settings  and  offer  in- 
spiration and  challenge  to  the 
church." 

Workshops  at  the  con- 
ference will  deal  with: 
theology,  the  congregation 
and  evangelism,  person-to- 
person  evangelism,  and  social 
and  cultural  settings  of  evan- 
gelism. For  more  information 
concerning  this  conference, 
contact  the  Rev.  Jim  Carr, 
Williamston  Presbyterian 
Church,  Williamston,  N.C. 
(919)  792-3369. 

This  evangelism  conference 
is  held  in  conjunction  with  the 
School  of  Evangelism  of  Col- 
umbia Theological  Seminary. 


building  was  needed.  As  is  the 
way  of  Presbyterians,  four  com- 
mittees were  named  to  handle  the 
task.  They  were:  location,  build- 
ing, finance  and  land. 

Although  worship  began  in  the 
present  building  as  early  as  July 
1951,  the  building  was  not  dedi- 
cated until  July  1953.  The  sanc- 
tuary has  a  seating  capacity  of 
180,  which  can  be  doubled  by 
raising  the  large,  specially  con- 
structed doors  which  serve  as  a 


dividing  wall  between  the  sanc- 
tuary and  the  fellowship  hall. 
Connected  to  the  fellowship  hall 
is  a  recently  re-equipped  kitchen, 
beautiful  parlor,  and  a  two-story 
educational  building. 

As  for  the  future,  following 
lunch,  the  junior  high  group 
buried  a  20-year  time  capsule  to 
be  unearthed  on  the  last  Sunday 
in  April,  2008,  when  the  church 
is  100  years  old.  Mark  your 
calendars... 


Honorary  life 
memberships  given 


Toba  Bowen  and  Sidney 
Beachem,  "two  of  our  faithful, 
beloved,  and  hard-working 
members,"  were  honored  on 
February  14  with  honorary  life 
membership  pins  and  cer- 
tificates, by  the  Bear  Grass 
Women  of  the  Church.  "This 
was  a  wonderful  and  unique 
presentation  due  to  the  fact  they 
are  the  first  men  to  receive  this 
honor  in  the  life  of  our  church," 
said  a  member.  "They  both  serv- 
ed their  church  diligently  and 
faithfully  for  many,  many 
years." 

Bowen  has  served  as  elder, 
treasurer  (for  27  years),  and  any 
other  kind  of  work  such  as  car- 


penter, groundskeeper,  plumber, 
painter,  and  other  odd  jobs.  He 
is  married  to  Sue  Harris  Bowen 
and  they  have  two  children. 

Beacham  has  served  as  elder, 
teacher,  pulpit  supply,  and  many 
other  offices.  He  is  married  to 
Nossie  Taylor  Beacham  and  they 
also  have  two  children. 

"Their  presence,  along  with 
their  families,  has  enriched  the 
life  of  the  Bear  Grass  Church  in 
the  past,  and  we  look  forward  to 
their  service  in  the  future,"  the 
member  said. 

"We,  the  Women,  are  proud 
and  honored  to  have  these  two 
special  men  in  our  midst." 


Pastor  Chang  Kim  and  his  wife,  Choi,  were  honored  at  the  224th 
stated  meeting  of  Albemarle  Presbytery  for  their  many  years 
of  faithful  service  to  the  building  of  God's  kingdom.  Pastor  Kim 
is  the  evangelist  of  the  Korean  congregation  in  Goldsboro.  The 
congregation  of  25-35  members  meets  on  Sundays  at  1:30  p.m., 
using  the  facilities  of  First  Presbyterian  Church  in  Goldsboro. 
Bible  studies  are  held  during  the  week  at  the  church  and  ai 
home.  The  Rev.  Kim  and  his  wife,  Choi,  are  shou ;  e  wit! 
the  Rev.  Harriss  Ricks,  pastor  of  First  Presbyterian!  C 
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Youth  Rally  zeroes 
in  on  growing  pains 


A  discussion  group  responds  to  the  leader's  message. 


A  relaxing  moment  at  the  rally. 

We  experience  much  hurt  and 
pain  in  our  lives  but  the  gospel 
of  Jesus  Christ  gives  us  a  way  to 
deal  with  that  pain.  We  have  a 
God  who  has  suffered  and 
knows  what  it  is  to  suffer.  We 
have  a  God  who  loves  us  and 
through  the  resurrection  shows 
us  that  with  Christ  we  can  grow 
and  use  our  hurts  to  further  serve 
God  in  this  world. 

These  were  just  some  of  the 
thoughts  the  Rev.  Darrell  Cluck 
shared  with  the  senior  high 
young  people  at  the  Annual 
Youth  Spring  Rally  held  at  Camp 
Grier  April  22-24. 

Cluck  is  the  pastor  of  the 
Grace  Presbyterian  Church  in 
Sterlington,  La.  He  led  the 
young  people  through  the  Psalms 
of  lament  in  the  scriptures.  He 
showed  how  God's  people  deal 
with  growing  and  pain.  As  they 
did,  they  soon  came  to  realize 
they  are  not  alone  and  that  it  was 
possible  to  face  difficult 
situations. 

Cluck  found  his  experience 
with  the  youth  to  be  very  reward- 
ing. "These  young  people  are 
really  open  to  the  Gospel,"  he 
said.  "It  is  so  refreshing  to  work 
with  youth  who  are  willing  to 
learn." 

In  addition  to  Cluck,  Brent 
Moore  of  Charlotte  was  the  song 
and  recreation  leader.  On  Satur- 
day night  he  became  a  member 
of  the  rock  band  Phil  Flack  and 
the  Trenchcoats,  which  provided 
the  music  for  the  best  dance  the 
Youth  Rally  has  ever  seen  at 


Rev.  Darrell  Cluck 

Camp  Grier. 

Thanks  to  the  Youth  Council 

This  was  the  last  event  of  the 
Youth  Council  of  the  Presbytery 
of  Concord.  Future  youth  work 
will  be  provided  for  by  the  new 
presbyteries.  So  we  want  to  give 
a  special  thanks  to  those  who 
served  on  the  Youth  Council  this 
past  year.  They  are 
Patrick  Day,  Moderator,  First 

Church,  Newton 
Kim  Kausch,  Clemmons 
Stacy  Allen,  Fairmont, 

Lexington 
Rob  Wingo,  New  Hope 
Kim  Correll,  Unity,  Woodleaf 
Susan  Sample,  First  Church, 

Statesville 
Molly  Garnett,  adult  advisor, 

Boone 

Randall  Boggs,  adult  advisor, 

Belmont 
David  Whiteley,  adult  advisor, 

Concord 
Walter  Smith,  presbytery  staff 
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"Make  a  difference,"  Costen 
tells  Presbytery  E  meeting 


'What  we  are  doing  here 
should  make  a  difference  in  peo- 
ple's lives,"  said  Dr.  James 
Costen,  president  of  the  In- 
terdenominational Theological 
Center  in  Atlanta,  as  he  preach- 
ed at  the  first  meeting  of 
Presbytery  E  on  April  17,  at 
Philadelphia  Presbyterian 
Church,  Mint  Hill. 

"We  serve  a  risen  saviour  who 
can  make  a  difference,  and 
therefore  we  have  a  responsibili- 
ty to  have  this  new  presbytery 
make  a  difference  in  people's 
lives,"  Costen  said. 

"Unity  means  committing 
oneself  to  the  incarnation:  God 
was  in  Christ  reconciling  the 
world.  This  means  God  reconcil- 
ed all  the  races. 

"We  must  be  careful  not  to 
become  too  provincial,  for  there 
is  a  big  world  out  there.  We  must 
put  much  emphasis  on  education 
to  broaden  our  horizons,"  said 
Costen. 

Costen  told  of  the  story  of 
three  soldiers  during  World  War 
II  who  sought  a  place  to  bury 
their  dead  friend.  At  first,  a 
Catholic  priest  refused  to  let  the 
young  man  be  buried  in  the 
church  cemetery  since  he  was  not 
Catholic.  The  soldiers  then 
buried  their  friend  outside  of  the 
cemetery  wall. 

The  next  day  when  they  went 
back  to  visit  the  grave  they  could 
not  find  it.  They  inquired  of  the 
priest  of  their  friend's  body.  The 
priest  told  them  he  had  second 
thoughts  after  they  left.  When  he 
saw  them  bury  their  friend  out- 
side the  cemetery  wall  he  decid- 
ed to  extend  the  wall  around  the 
grave  so  their  friend  would  be 


The  First  Assembly  of  Presbytery  E 


Dr.  James  E.  Costen 

buried  within  the  cemetery. 

"That's  what  I  am  talking 
about,"  Costen  cried.  "Break- 


ing down 
people." 


walls  to  include  all 


Racial-ethnic  issues 
focus  of  June  meeting 


--fesator  of  Presbytery  E:  Elder  Wilma  Powell 


The  reunion  of  the  PCUS  and 
the  UPCUSA  in  1983  brought 
together  in  North  Carolina  not 
only  two  denominations  but  also 
two  races.  In  addition,  our  Book 
of  Order  calls  on  us  to  be  an  in- 
clusive men  and  women  church: 
to  include  in  significant  ways  in 
the  life  and  work  of  the  church 
persons  of  all  racial  and  ethnic 
groups,  different  ages,  both 
sexes,  various  disabilities,  diverse 
geographical  areas,  and  different 
Reformed  theological  perspec- 
tives. 

Dr.  Rita  Dixon,  staff  associate 
for  racial  ethnic  educational 
ministries  of  the  Racial  Ethnic 
Unit  of  the  General  Assembly, 
will  help  the  delegates  to  the  June 
17-18  meeting  of  the  Presbytery 
of  Concord  at  Lees-McRae  Col- 
lege become  more  sensitive  to 
racial  and  ethnic  issues. 

Dr.  Dixon,  herself  a  black, 
grew  up  in  South  Carolina  and 
earned  her  Ph.D.  from  Harvard 
University.  She  will  help  the 
members  of  the  presbytery  to 
reflect  on  the  black  experience 
and  the  importance  of  the  role  of 
the  black  church. 

In  addition,  Dr.  Dixon  will 
focus  on  how  the  stories  of  peo- 
ple from  racial  and  ethnic 
minorities  can  help  us  to  see  God 
more  fully,  how  blacks  and 
whites  can  relate  to  one  another. 

Besides  hearing  from  Dr.  Dix- 


on the  presbytery  will  also  hear 
from  a  panel  of  racial  and  ethnic 
minority  persons  (blacks  and 
Koreans)  who  will  respond  to  Dr. 
Dixon  and  share  their  own  ex- 
periences. It  is  hoped  that  such 
dialogue  will  bring  about  a  bet- 
ter understanding  of  the  diversi- 
ty of  our  Presbyterian  Church. 

Youth  observers 

"Youth  observers  will  again  be 
attending  the  presbytery 
meeting,"  announced  David 
Whiteley  of  the  Nurture 
Committee. 

As  many  as  15  young  people 
(senior  highs  grade  9-12)  can  at- 
tend this  event.  The  young  peo- 
ple will  experience  a  presbytery 
meeting,  explore  the  connec- 
tional  nature  of  our  church,  talk 
with  church  professionals  about 
ministry  as  a  vocation,  and  learn 
about  the  new  Presbyterian 
structure  in  North  Carolina. 

Nomination  forms  have  been 
sent  to  all  pastors  and  directors 
of  Christian  education.  "We 
hope  to  have  a  good  attendance 
for  this  event,"  said  Whiteley.  In 
addition  to  Whiteley,  Mary 
Costner,  an  elder  at  Forest  City 
Presbyterian  Church,  and  Nell 
Dickerson  an  elder  at  First 
Church,  Statesville,  will  be 
leading  the  event. 


Mission 

Yearbooks 

available 


Mission  Yearbooks  of  Prayer 
will  once  again  be  available 
for  quantity  purchase  through 
the  Presbytery  of  Concord. 
As  a  result  churches  may 
order  the  books  at  substantial 
savings.  The  books  cost  $2.50 
each. 

The  1989  Mission  Year- 
book of  Prayer  is  a  special 
issue  that  commemorates  the 
Bicentennial  of  the  Presby- 
terian Church  (U.S.A.).  This 
is  a  book  that  will  have  lasting 
historical  value.  Order  forms 
have  been  sent  to  all  churches 
and  are  due  back  prepaid  by 
June  1 .  The  books  will  be  sent 
to  the  presbytery  in  Novem- 
ber. Books  must  be  picked  up 
at  the  presbytery  office  unless 
other  arrangements  are  made. 
We  cannot  accept  phone  or- 
ders. 

Last  year  Concord  Pres- 
bytery ordered  600  books, 
doubling  the  previous  year.  It 
is  hoped  we  can  double  the 
order  again  this  year. 


Future  Meetings 

Presbytery  A  —  May  28 

Lees-McRae  College 
Presbytery  B  —  June  23 


400  worship  at  1st 
meeting  of  Presbytery  D 
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Worship  leaders  at  Presbytery  D  assembly. 


Pictured  above  are  the  persons 
who  led  the  worship  for  the  near- 
ly 400  participants  of  Presbytery 
D's  historic  first  Assembly.  This 
first  meeting  was  held  March  24 
at  First  Church,  Fayetteville. 

Worship  speaker  for  the  occa- 
sion was  Dr.  James  Costen  of 
Atlanta;  co-moderators  of  the 
meeting  were  Dr.  John  Todd  of 


Fayetteville  and  Dr.  Gershon 
Fiawoo  of  Red  Springs. 

Presbytery  "D,"  as  it  is  called 
until  a  official  name  is  issued, 
will  be  composed  of  the  former 
presbyteries  of  Cape  Fear,  Fay- 
etteville, Wilmington,  and  Yad- 
kin. This  new  structure  will  be- 
come effective  in  January. 


Senior  highs  journey 
through  liturgical  year 


Youth  Council  members  enjoy  a  light  moment  at  retreat. 


Camp  Monroe  hosted  the 
Senior  High  Spring  Retreat,  "A 
Faith  For  All  Seasons,"  on 
March  18,  19,  20.  Youth  were 
greeted  on  Friday  in  a  spirit  of 
Advent  as  banners  of  the  liturgical 
season  were  made.  Vespers  cele- 
brated Christmas  with  Lillington 
youth  lighting  the  Christmas  can- 
dle on  the  Advent  wreath. 

Saturday  workshops  included: 
"Death  and  Dying"— The  Rev. 
Robert  Debnam;  "Commitment 
To  Love"— The  Rev.  John  Wall; 
"Helping  Your  Parents  Let  You 
Go"— The  Rev.  Donald  Hard- 
man,  Tim  Baker;  "Hug  Ther- 
apy"— John  Paul  Walters; 
"Shroud  of  Turin,  A  Silent 
Witness" — video. 

Saturday  night  highlight  was  a 
concert  by  John  Paul  Walters, 
who  shared  his  music  and  his 
songs  with  the  group.  John  Paul 
has  been  a  friend  of  youth 
throughout  the  General  Assem- 


bly with  performances  at  Mon- 
treat  Youth  Conferences  as  well 
as  the  Triennium. 

Vespers  for  Saturday  night  in- 
cluded a  Terebrae  service,  a  ser- 
vice of  extinguishing  candles  and 
stripping  the  sanctuary  of  all  visi- 
ble signs  of  Christ — save  one 
candle  of  hope.  A  live  portrayal 
of  the  Last  Supper  and  the 
Garden  of  Gethsemane  was  pre- 
sented by  the  Youth  Council. 

Easter  was  celebrated  on  Sun- 
day morning  with  a  communion 
service  led  by  the  Rev.  Jack 
Mills.  The  council  members  led 
the  benediction  by  pinning 
Pentecost  flames  to  all  partici- 
pants with  the  charge,  "To  go 
out  and  touch  others  as  you  have 
been  touched." 

Everyone  agreed  that  they  had 
been  touched  with  a  deeper 
meaning  of  the  liturgical  seasons 
and  the  liturgical  celebrations  of 
the  church  year. 


Glimpse  of  foreign  cultures  given 


Twenty-four  students  from 
outside  the  United  States  at  St. 
Andrews  Presbyterian  College 
Jrganized  an  International  Week 
April  24-May  1,  to  expose  the 
rest  of  the  college  and  residents 
in  the  area  to  their  cultures. 

It  began  with  a  college  vespers 
on  the  first  day  and  ended  with 
a  cricket  match  on  the  last. 

The  president  of  an  organiza- 
tion of  international  students  at 
St.  Andrews,  Cajetan  Chukwu- 
lozie  of  Nigeria,  said  he  hopes 
the  event  will  help  unite  foreign 
and  American  students. 

Activities  included  an  address 


on  international  trade  by  a  Dutch 
business  executive;  a  presenta- 
tion on  Chinese  painting  by 
Daniel  Nie,  an  artist  who  teaches 
at  St.  Andrews;  a  series  of  for- 
eign films;  an  addess  on  "Poli- 
tics in  the  Philippines"  by  a 
visiting  Filipino  professor;  a  soc- 
cer game;  and  an  exhibition  of 
foreign  arts  and  crafts,  to  which 
many  of  the  foreign  students 
contributed. 

In  addition,  there  were  two 
native  contributions:  dance  exhi- 
bitions by  Tuscarora  Indians  and 
the  Scotland  County  Scottish 
Dancers. 

All  the  activities  were  free. 
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Women's 
leaders  of 
'D'  meet 

Pictured  here  are  recently 
elected  enablers  of  the  Presby- 
terian Women's  organization  of 
Presbytery  'D.'  The  first  gather- 
ing was  held  on  March  26,  at 
Highland  Church,  Fayetteville, 
with  over  500  persons  in 
attendance. 

These  20  "enablers"  to  head 
presbytery  departments  were 
elected  by  the  organization  from 
the  new  presbytery,  which  stret- 
ches from  Lee  and  Moore  coun- 
ties on  the  west  to  the  Atlantic 
Ocean  on  the  east. 


Women's  leaders  in  Presbytery  D. 


Youths  visit  Capitol  Hill 


Youth  of  Cameron,  Cypress, 
Eureka,  and  Lakeview  Churches 
enjoyed  an  outstanding  weekend 
in  Washington,  D.C.,  February 
26  through  February  28.  The 
group  stayed  at  Capitol  Hill 
Presbyterian  Church. 

On  Friday  the  group  got  up 
early  to  walk  to  the  Capitol.  It 
was  rather  cold,  but  it  was  worth 
the  trip.  The  group  got  their  pic- 
ture taken  with  Congressman 
Martin  Lancaster. 

Robin  Davis,  administrative 
aid  to  Congressman  Bill  Heffner, 
gave  this  group  a  tour  of  the 
Capitol.  Afterwards  the  group 
went  to  the  National  Cathedral. 
It  is  a  lovely  church  with  many 
stained-glass  windows.  It  has  been 
under  construction  for  many 
years,  and  the  tour  guide  sug- 
gested that  completion  would  oc- 
cur in  approximately  10  years. 

Amidst  all  the  many  historical 
buildings  and  beautiful  architec- 
ture, the  group  was  distressed  to 
see  all  the  many  homeless  and 
hungry  people.  As  part  of  this 
trip,  the  group  members  went  to 
a  homeless  shelter  and  did  some 
cleaning  there. 

7  churches 
hold  fair  on 
global  mission 

The  Presbyterian  churches  of 
Montgomery  County  hosted  a 
"Mission  Fair"  at  the  Uwharrie 
Mountain  Lodge  in  Troy,  N.C. 
on  Sunday,  March  20,  from 
4:00-6:00  p.m. 

The  Rev.  John  Somerville  was 
the  keynote  speaker.  He,  along 
with  his  wife,  Virginia,  are 
educational  missionaries  serving 
as  partners  in  mission  with  the 
Korean  Presbyterian  Church. 
The  chancel  choir  from  the 
Korean  Presbyterian  Church  in 
Fayetteville  sang  several  an- 
thems. Several  ministers  from 
Montgomery  County  partici- 
pated in  this  mission  program. 

Following  the  worship  service, 
there  was  time  allotted  for  feed- 
back, discussion,  and  fellowship. 
Resource  material  was  made 
available  to  churches.  Displays 
of  the  Presbytery  of  Fayetteville 
and  information  concerning  our 
ministry  with  the  people  of 
Bangladesh,  Korea,  Taiwan, 
Zaire,  and  other  ministries  had 
tables  illustrating  and  presenting 
the  work  of  missions  in  those 
lands.  The  theme  for  this  pro- 
gram was,  "Toward  Health  and 
Wholeness." 


Strawn  chosen  first 
moderator  of  'D'  women 


(Following  article  appeared 
in  the  Fayetteville  Observer.) 

Julia  B.  Strawn  of  Fayette- 
ville is  the  first  moderator  of 
the  new  Presbyterian  Women 
of  Presbytery  D  group.  She 
was  elected  at  a  recent  meeting 
at  Highland  Presbyterian 
Church. 

Other  officers  are  Ida  B. 
Cooper,  vice-moderator;  Har- 
riett Ray,  recording  secretary; 
Vivian  Gardner,  communicat- 


ing secretary;  Mary  W.  Mintz, 
historian;  and  Sophia  Judd, 
treasurer. 

Speakers  were  Cora  Lee 
Massey  of  High  Point  and 
Cathy  Vaughn  of  Montreat. 
Twenty  "enablers"  to  head 
presbytery  departments  were 
elcted  by  the  organization 
from  the  new  presbytery, 
which  stretches  from  Lee  and 
Moore  counties  on  the  west  to 
the  Atlantic  Ocean  on  the 
east. 


Calendar  of  events 


JUNE: 
1 


5 

7-15 


1:00  p.m. 

1:00  p.m. 
3-5  p.m. 


12  3-5  p.m. 
23    9:30  a.m. 


24-26 

JULY: 
4 


Presbytery  Council 

Committees  of  Council  to  meet 
before     council  if  necessary 
Executive  Committee — Division  of 
Vocations 

PREM  Workshop — Rockingham  First 
General  Assembly  meeting  in  St.  Louis, 
Mo. 

PREM  Workshop— Carthage 
Presbytery  of  Fayetteville:  Laurinburg 
Church 

N.C.  Men's  Conference:  Lees-McRae 
College 

Office  Closed 
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Presbyterian  women 
begin  new  organization 


Nearly  700  women  from  103 
churches  gathered  April  23  at 
Charlotte's  First  Presbyterian 
Church  for  the  first  meeting  of 
Presbyterian  Women.  The  event 
included  worship  and  the  in- 
stallation of  a  Coordinating 
Team  to  lead  the  new  organiza- 
tion. 

Presbyterian  Women  was 
formed  by  melding  two  organiza- 
tions, United  Presbyterian 
Women  of  Catawba  Presbytery, 
and  Women  of  the  Church  of 
Mecklenburg,  Concord,  and 
Fayetteville  Presbyteries. 

Serving  as  the  organization's 
co-moderators  for  the  next  two 
years  will  be  Anne  Byrd  Gilchrist 
of  Huntersville,  and  Nannie  M. 
Alston  of  Charlotte. 

Both  stressed  the  strong  heri- 
tage of  the  new  group  inherited 
from  its  predecessors.  Nannie 
Alston  told  the  assembly,  "We 
feel  especially  blessed  to  serve 
God  at  this  particular  time 
through  the  new  organization  of 
Presbyterian  Women  in  Presby- 
tery E.  The  opportunity  is  ours 
to  be  a  model  for  the  church  and 
the  world  as  we  seek  new  ways  to 
serve." 

Anne  Gilchrist  added,  "I  pray 
that  Presbyterian  Women,  being 
rooted  and  established  in  love, 
may  have  power  —  together  with 
all  the  saints  —  to  grasp  how 
wide  and  long  and  high  and  deep 
is  the  love  of  Christ  for  us,  and 
I  pray  that  we  will  share  this  love 
with  the  lost  and  hurting." 

Principal  speaker  for  the  occa- 
sion was  the  Rev.  Joan  Salmon 
Campbell,  associate  executive  for 
the  mission  program  of  the  Phil- 
adalphia  Presbytery.  The  Rev. 
James  H.  Logan  Jr.,  minister  of 
South  Tryon  Presbyterian 
Church  in  Charlotte,  also  spoke. 
Both  stressed  the  new  organiza- 
tion's goal  of  unity. 


"This  organization  does  not 
have  time  to  get  caught  up  in 
looking  back,"  said  Logan. 
"You  have  concluded  one  phase 
of  your  history  and  begun 
another  with  a  strong,  ambitious 
vision  for  tomorrow,  recognizing 
that,  with  God,  nothing  is  impos- 
sible." 

Other  officers  installed  were 
Marjorie  Burris  of  Davidson, 
recording  secretary;  Nancy 
Brachey  of  Charlotte,  cor- 
responding secretary;  Margaret 
Smith,  of  Huntersville,  historian; 
Amelia  Ford  of  Charlotte, 
treasurer;  Annie  Grier  of 
Charlotte,  special  giving  com- 
municator; Linda  Neely  of  Char- 
lotte, mission  communicator; 
Pamela  Mclntyre  of  Fort  Mill, 
spiritual  nurture  communicator; 
Katie  Clawson  of  Charlotte, 
issues  communicator;  Telora 
Stafford  and  Daisy  Cynn,  both 
of  Charlotte,  racial-ethnic  com- 
municators; and  Jane  Odom  of 
Charlotte,  search  committee 
moderator. 

Members  of  the  search  com- 
mittee are  Hazel  Auten  of  Char- 
lotte, Miriam  Friday  of  Kan- 
napolis,  Bobbie  Harris  of  Char- 
lotte, Inez  Newberry  of  Char- 
lotte, Jean  Snively  of  Mt.  Gilead, 
and  Sadie  Thompson  of  Kannap- 
olis. 

Installed  as  enablers  were 
Doris  Haywood  of  Troy,  Linda 
McLester  of  Rockingham,  Rosa 
Poston  of  Monroe,  Rosalyn 
Wade  of  Waxhaw,  Frances  Price 
of  Monroe,  Frances  Cowan  of 
Landis,  Virginia  Means  of  Con- 
cord, Jean  C.  Baker  of  Hunters- 
ville, Lillian  Williamson  of  Char- 
lotte, Lucy  McLaughlin  of  Char- 
lotte, Linda  Blackwelder  of 
Charlotte,  Lillian  McAlister  of 
Charlotte,  Grace  Atkinson  of 
Charlotte,  and  Laura  Kearns  of 
Charlotte. 


100th  anniversary 
for  Children's  Center 


Alexander  Children's  Center  is 
celebrating  its  100th  anniversary 
during  1988. 

When  the  women  of  the  First 
and  Second  Presbyterian  Churches 
of  Charlotte  first  opened  the 
doors  of  the  Center  in  1888,  their 
mission  was  to  provide  food  and 
shelter  for  "aged,  sick,  and  over- 
worked women."  Soon  after,  a 
number  of  orphaned  children 
drifted  into  the  home  and  the 
necessity  for  a  separate  facility  to 
administer  to  their  needs  became 
apparent. 

R.B.  Alexander  —  for  whom 
the  Center  is  named  —  came  to 
the  rescue  with  a  piece  of  proper- 
ty at  Third  and  McDowell  Street. 
In  1916,  the  home  moved  to  East 
Boulevard,  where  it  remained  for 
the  next  50  years,  serving  more 
than  2,000  homeless  and  ne- 
glected children. 

After  World  War  II,  as  the 
number  of  adoptions  increased, 
the  home  changed  its  role  from 
an  orphanage  to  a  progressive 
treatment  center  for  children  suf- 
fering from  severe  emotional  dis- 
turbances. In  1963,  the  facility's 
name  was  officially  changed  to 
Alexander  Children's  Center  to 
reflect  its  new  mission. 

In  1966,  Alexander  moved  to 
its  current  location,  a  60-acre 
campus  off  Monroe  Road  in 
southeast  Charlotte. 

Alexander  maintains  a  close 
b  the  churches  of 


The  Mecklenburg  Presbyterian 


Marsha  Ghent,  Editor 

1830  Queens  Road,  Charlotte  28207 


May  1988 

(704)  375-0076 


Presbytery  "E"  meets 
in  opening  assembly; 
committees  are  in  place 


Philadelphia  Presbyterian 
Church  in  Mint  Hill  was  the  set- 
ting for  an  historical  occasion  on 
April  17.  This  was  the  opening 
assembly  of  Presbytery  E. 

There  were  413  participants 
representing  each  church  in  the 
new  seven-county  configuration 
from  four  antecedent  Presby- 
teries (Catawba,  Concord,  Fay- 
etteville, and  Mecklenburg). 

Wilma  Powell,  Catawba  Pres- 
bytery, and  Neil  McMillan, 
Mecklenburg  Presbytery,  were 
elected  co-moderators  for  the 
meeting.  Eldon  Wadsworth, 
Concord,  and  S.T.  Snively, 
Fayetteville,  were  elected  clerks. 

Brief  histories  of  the 
presbyteries  were  given  by  Joe 
Gaston,  John  Handley,  Albert 
Wells,  and  Bob  James. 

The  bulk  of  the  business  for 
the  afternoon  was  the  election  of 
committee  members.  Eight  com- 
mittees were  designated  with  12 
members  each  (six  representa- 
tives from  Catawba,  four  from 
Mecklenburg  and  one  each  from 
Concord  and  Fayetteville). 


Mecklenburg  Presbytery,  with  75 
percent  of  its  directors  and  trus- 
tees being  Presbyterians.  While 
much  of  its  financial  support  and 
leadership  is  derived  from  Pres- 
byterians of  Mecklenburg  Coun- 
ty, Alexander  is  not  limited  in  its 
services  to  or  support  from  Pres- 
byterians. 

A  private  facility,  Alexander 
serves  boys  and  girls  between  the 
ages  of  six  and  12.  Residential 
capacity  is  36. 

The  staff,  directors,  and  trus- 
tees are  constantly  assessing  the 
needs  of  the  greater  Charlotte 
community  and  making  changes 
to  stay  relevant  with  those  needs. 

In  1986  the  Belk  Child  Devel- 
opment Center  was  opened  on 
the  campus  to  provide  a  high- 
quality,  developmental,  experi- 
ential learning  preschool  for  55 
children,  ages  two-five,  who  need 
a  full-day  program.  Approx- 
imately 15  of  the  55  children 
have  special  needs  and  are  main- 
streamed  with  the  gifted  and  nor- 
mal children. 

The  Board  of  Directors  has 
recently  approved  several  pro- 
posals for  future  changes.  These 
will  include  a  more  intensive  and 
self-contained  residential  pro- 
gram; an  expansion  of  the  child- 
development  program  to  include 
infants  and  toddlers  and  a  total 
of  150  children;  and  a  continu- 
ation and  possible  expansion  of 
day  treatment  services. 


Hugh  Verncr,  elder  at  the 
Myers  Park  Church,  was 
moderator  for  the  66th  stated 
meeting  of  Mecklenburg 
Presbytery  on  May  24  at  Alex- 
ander Children's  Center. 

'89  Yearbooks 
available  for 
special  discount 

Churches  may  order  1989  Mis- 
sion Yearbooks  through  the  pres- 
bytery for  a  substantial  savings! 

Advance  orders  may  be  placed 
before  June  17  for  a  price  of 
$2.50  per  book.  (This  is  a  50  per- 
cent savings!)  All  orders  must  be 
prepaid  and  books  are  available 
for  pick-up  in  November. 

The  1989  Yearbook  will  be  a 
commemorative  bicentennial  edi- 
tion including  an  expanded  col- 
or photo  section.  There  will  also 
be  an  order  of  worship  for  a 
Special  Churchwide  Bicentennial 
Communion  Service  to  be  cele- 
brated on  May  21,  1989. 

Exec  elected 

Roger  Harp,  who  has  been 
working  with  the  General  Assem- 
bly Council  in  the  Atlanta  office, 
has  been  elected  executive  pres- 
byter of  Homestead  Presbytery, 
which  is  made  up  of  64  congrega- 
tions in  eastern  Nebraska  with 
offices  in  Lincoln.  He  leaves  his 
work  as  coordinator  of  the 
Atlanta  GAC  office  in  late  April 
and  begins  work  May  1. 


Following  is  a  list  of  the  com- 
mittees, the  moderators,  and 
vice-moderators: 

Transitional  Council:  Scott 
Lindsay,  Mecklenburg;  Grace 
Atkinson,  Catawba. 

Mission  Statement,  Design, 
and  Staffing  Rational:  Billy 
Wireman,  Mecklenburg;  Devia 
Phinisee,  Catawba. 

Organizational  Plan:  Robert 
Shirley,  Catawba;  Fred  Horner, 
Mecklenburg. 

Budget  &  Finance:  George 
Goodman,  Catawba;  Charles 
Norwood,  Mecklenburg. 

Office  Location:  S.T.  Snively, 
Fayetteville;  Susan  DeWyngaert, 
Mecklenburg. 

Presbytery  Name:  Peggy 
Heintz,  Concord;  Fred  Holder, 
Mecklenburg. 

Representation:  Mark  Lomax, 
Catawba;  Mary  Lacy  Bost,  Con- 
cord. 

Staff  Search:  Billy  McCall, 
Mecklenburg;  Wilbert  T.  Sher- 
rill,  Catawba. 

The  meeting  recessed  for  a 
buffet  supper  and  reconvened 

Bill  McCutchcn 
is  parish  assoc. 
at  Forest  Hill 

William  A.  McCutchen  has 
become  parish  associate  for  older 
adults  at  Forest  Hill  Presbyerian 
Church  in  Charlotte.  Bill  has 
been  minister  at  the  Hickory 
Grove  Presbyterian  Church  for 
the  past  seven  and  a  half  years. 

He  is  working  toward  the 
D.Min.  degree  at  Columbia  Sem- 
inary in  older  adult  ministry. 

GA  commissioners 
selected 

The  General  Assembly  con- 
venes in  St.  Louis  on  June  7. 

Commissioners  representing 
Mecklenburg  Presbytery  are  Jeff 
Chadwick,  Ken  Craig,  Leighton 
Culler,  John  Crawford,  Foun- 
tain Odom,  and  Charlie  Hunter. 
Gary  Leslie  is  the  Youth  dele- 
gate. 


for  evening  worship  and  celebra- 
tion of  the  Lord's  Supper. 

Dr.  James  Costen,  president 
of  the  Interdenominational 
Theological  Center  in  Atlanta, 
preached  a  sermon  entitled, 
"The  Proof  of  the  Pudding."  He 
challenged  the  new  presbytery  to 
break  down  the  walls  that  divide 
and  to  move  on  to  establish  a 
strong  presbytery.  He  noted  the 
potential  for  this  area,  but 
reminded  participants  that  the 
'proof  of  the  pudding'  is  yet  to 
be  determined. 

Other  worship  leaders  were 
Judith  Fulp,  church  educator  in 
Concord  Presbytery;  Francis 
Womack,  Fayetteville;  Joseph 
Maxwell,  Catawba,  and  Victor 
Wilson,  Mecklenburg,  host  pas- 
tors. 

The  second  assembly  will  be 
held  at  4:00  on  October  20.  This 
meeting  will  be  planned  by  the 
transitional  council  and  will  in- 
clude reports  from  the  various 
committees. 


Project  '88 
Graduation 

On  June  3  graduating  high 
school  seniors  from  Char- 
lotte/Mecklenburg and  sev- 
eral surrounding  counties  in 
both  North  and  South  Caro- 
lina will  gather  at  Carowinds 
to  celebrate  Project  '88 
Graduation. 

The  alcohol-  and  drug-free 
graduation  celebration  will 
begin  at  4:00  p.m.  on  June  3 
and  end  at  dawn  on  the  morn- 
ing of  June  4. 

Project  '88  Graduation  will 
need  about  1 ,000  adult  volun- 
teers to  work  at  the  park  in 
four  shifts  during  the  all-night 
party.  If  you'd  like  to  volun- 
teer, please  call  Jean  Moore  at 
364-1670. 

Contributions  to  Project 
'88  Graduation  can  be  sent  to 
Project  Graduation,  Suite 
100,  500  E.  Morehead  Street, 
Charlotte,  N.C.  28202. 


Scholarships  available 

for  Global  Missions  conference 


Limited  scholarship  money  is 
available  for  youth  and  adults  to 
attend  the  Global  Missions  Con- 
ference in  Montreat,  July  17-23. 
The  theme  for  this  year's  con- 
ference is  "Continuing  the 


Journey  as  God's  People:  Hear- 
ing and  Responding." 

Contact  David  Chadwick, 
chair  of  Mecklenburg's  Missions 
Committee,  or  Bill  Tiemann  at 
presbytery  office,  375-0076. 


Calendar  of  Events 

All  meetings  are  scheduled  at  Presbytery  Center  unless  other- 
wise noted. 

JUNE 

1  8:30  a.m.  Presbytery's  staff 

2  2:30  p.m.  Presbytery's  Council 

7-15  General  Assembly,  St.  Louis,  Mo. 

7    2:00  p.m.  Committee  on  Ministry 

4:00  p.m.  Planning  Committee 

13  9:15  a.m.  Hunger  Committee 

14  4:00  p.m.  Christian  Education  Committee 

21     7:00  p.m.  Preparation  for  Ministry  Committee 

27     6:00  p.m.  Metro  Urban  Task  Force 


Women  of  Orange 
hold  final  meeting 
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With  more  than  250  women 
present  and  gathered  in  the  sanc- 
tuary of  the  Trinity  Avenue 
Church,  Durham,  President 
Marjorie  Monroe  called  the  91st 
annual  meeting  of  the  Women  of 
the  Church  of  Orange  to  order 
with  prayer  on  Saturday,  April 
23. 

Following  appropriate  words 
of  welcome  from  Barbara 
Yowell,  president  of  the  W.O.C. 
of  Trinity  Avenue,  Pastor 
William  Crompton  Bennett  led 
the  assembly  in  a  period  of 
meditation  and  reflection. 

Numerous  past  presidents 
were  recognized  and  were  each 
given  a  corsage.  In  addition,  and 
as  a  total  surprise,  President 
Marj  Monroe  was  not  only  given 
a  corsage  but  was  surprised  to  see 
her  husband,  Carl,  and  several 
other  members  of  her  family  as 
they  walked  down  the  aisle  to  be 
recognized  and  to  show  evidence 
of  their  love  and  support  for 
Marj. 

Catherine  Evans,  Birthday  Of- 
fering interpreter,  reported  on 
this  year's  Birthday  Offering. 

Two  W.O.C.  life  memberships 
were  awarded,  to  Alta  Aber- 
nathy,  elder  at  Vandalia  Church 
in  Greensboro,  and  to  Marj 
Monroe. 

Alta  Abernathy  has  served  as 
vice-president  of  the  Women  of 
Orange  for  three  years  and  has 
served  as  one  of  two  official 
"partners  in  transition"  for  the 
denomination,  seeking  to 
facilitate  the  transition  between 
Women  of  the  Church  and 
Presbyterian  Women.  She  has 
been  very  active  not  only  in 
presbytery  and  synod  women's 
work  but  also  in  her  church  and 
in  her  community. 

Marj  Monroe  has  been  simi- 
larly involved  in  Women's 
ministry  activities  at  all  levels: 
national,  synod,  presbytery,  and 
local.  She  has  been  active  in 
Greensboro  with  the  arts  and 


particularly  the  N.C.  Symphony 
and  the  Greensboro  Symphony, 
the  Sedgefield  Women's  Club, 
and  the  Charity  League  of 
Greensboro. 

Previously  a  member  of  First 
Church,  Greensboro,  she  served 
there  as  a  circle  chairman,  Bible 
moderator,  historian,  and  vice- 
president  of  the  Women  of  the 
Church  organization.  Presently, 
she  is  an  elder  at  the  Sedgefield 
Church.  She  has  served  on 
numerous  committees  of  presby- 
tery. Currently,  she  is  on  the 
Women's  Ministry  Committee. 

Ms.  Ina  Jones  Hughes  of 
Charleston,  S.C.,  was  the  guest 
speaker.  Ms.  Hughes  is  a  gradu- 
ate of  Agnes  Scott  College  and 
former  teacher  at  Queens  College 
and  presently  at  the  Ashley  Hall 
School  in  Charleston. 

The  wife  of  the  Rev.  G. 
Carswell  H.  Hughs,  pastor  of 
First  (Scots)  Presbyterian  Church 
in  Charleston,  she  spoke  on 
"Skills  of  Family  Builders." 

The  skills  or  "challenges" 
identified  include  the  ability  to 

•  deal  constructively  with 
reality 

•  adapt  to  change 

•  develop  lasting  relationships 

•  think  for  ourselves 

•  laugh  at  ourselves 

•  handle  fears  and  anxiety 

•  learn  from  each  other. 

The  Rev.  Arabella  Meadows- 
Rogers,  associate  pastor,  First 
Church,  Durham,  led  the  women 
in  the  celebration  of  the  sacra- 
ment of  the  Lord's  Supper. 

At  this  meeting,  a  book 
describing  the  history  of  the 
churches  of  Orange  Presbytery 
and  in  particular,  the  Women  of 
the  Church,  was  distributed.  It  is 
entitled  Celebrating  Our  History 
as  WOC,  typed  and  edited  by 
Nancy  Darter,  University 
Church,  Chapel  Hill.  Books  were 
given  to  each  registered  partici- 
pant. 


Resource  Centers  Committee 
distributes  catalogue  supplement 


A  52-page  supplement  to 
Orange  Presbytery's  Resource 
Centers  catalogue  was  distribut- 
ed at  the  presbytery  meeting  in 
Burlington. 

The  supplement  lists  287  new 
items  added  to  the  shelves  in  the 
three  Centers,  since  the  original 
publication  of  the  complete 
catalogue  in  1986. 

Among  the  new  listings  in  the 
Friendship  Press  study  kit 
Peoples  and  Churches  of  the 
USSR,  which  includes  video 
tapes,  film  strips,  audio  cassette 
tapes,  study  books,  and  a  discus- 
sion guide  entitled  "Eyes  to  See, 
Ears  to  Hear." 

Another  listing  is  a  six-tape 
video  series  entitled  Begin  With 
Goodbye,  which  focuses  on  the 
stages  of  grief  in  such  life 
changes  as  divorce,  loss  of 
employment,  loss  of  health, 
death,  and  broken  relationships. 
Eli  Wallach  is  the  moderator  in 
each  tape. 

There  are  also  many  new 
Mister  Rogers  publications  in- 
cluding "Mister  Rogers' 
Playbook,"  which  gives  355 
games  and  projects  designed  to 
motivate  children  and  adults 
alike  and  bring  families  together 


in  laughter  and  love. 

God's  Story  is  a  new  series  of 
10  video  films  designed  to  in- 
troduce children  to  some  of  the 
great  stories  of  the  New  Testa- 
ment. Simple,  clear  language  and 
vivid  details  are  used  with  il- 
lustrations by  British  painter 
Alan  Parry. 

The  Presbyterians  is  another 
helpful  resource  for  youth  con- 
firmation classes,  new  member 
classes,  or  adult  and  officer 
training.  This  28-minute  video 
tape  traces  the  history  of  the 
Presbyterian  Church  using  old 
film  clips  and  photographs. 

One  further  resource  is  on 
Paul.  Produced  by  the 
Methodists,  we  have  a  series  of 
eight  student  books  for  adults  on 
Paul,  his  life,  and  ministry.  In 
addition,  there  are  three  video- 
tapes. The  videotapes  can  be  us- 
ed independently  of  the  major 
study. 

Take  advantage  of  all  the  new 
resources  available  for  free  loan 
as  listed  in  the  April  1988  supple- 
ment. If  your  church  wants  ex- 
tra copies  of  the  catalogue,  call 
the  presbytery  office.  They  are 
now  free. 
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Presbytery  meets,  receives 
and  retires  ministers 


'une  15th  deadline  for  Yearbook 


Time  is  running  out.  If  your 
church  has  not  already  placed  an 
order  for  the  1989  Mission  Year- 


book for  Prayer  and  Study  do  so 
before  June  15th. 

Order  at  presbytery  office. 


The  65th  stated  meeting  of 
Orange  Presbytery  was  held 
April  26  at  First  Church,  Burl- 
ington, with  the  Rev.  Phyllis 
Kort,  moderator. 

Dr.  David  Bartlett,  associate 
professor  of  homiletics  and  wor- 
ship at  Union  Seminary  in 
Virginia,  preached  the  sermon 
entitled  "Salt  and  Light"  in  the 
morning  communion  service.  A 
memorial  service  for  deceased 
elders  and  minister  and  the  sacra- 
ment of  Holy  Communion  was 
celebrated. 

Consistent  with  an  emerging 
partnership  with  the  Presbyterian 
Church  of  Ghana,  presbytery  ap- 
proved a  grant  of  $25,000  from 
the  year-end  hunger  fund 
balance,  to  be  used  in  the  Afram 
Plains  for  the  renovation  of  staff 
quarters  in  Donkokrum  for  the 
Kusterbecks.  Part  of  the  money 
will  also  be  used  by  the 
Kusterbecks  to  purchase  a  vehi- 
cle to  enable  them  to  continue 
implementing  a  public  health, 
nutrition,  and  agricultural 
ministry  in  the  Afram  Plains 
under  the  aegis  of  the 
Presbyterian  Church  in  Ghana. 

In  church  development,  pres- 
bytery granted  title  for  a  mobile 
unit  used  as  educational  space  at 
the  St.  John's  Church,  Durham, 
to  the  church.  Presbytery 
previously  held  title  to  this 
mobile  unit. 

In  addition,  a  $10,000  grant 
from  the  Stone  estate  was  award- 
ed to  the  North  Raleigh  Church 
toward  its  building  of  a  first  unit 
on  its  property  in  Raleigh. 

Upon  recommendation  of  the 
Hunger  Committee  to  the  Coun- 
cil and  with  its  endorsement,  the 
presbytery  approved  the  follow- 
ing resolution: 

"Whereas,  the  Ghana  Presby- 
terian Church  partnership  was 
not  sufficiently  developed  to  re- 
quire all  the  funds  allocated  in 
1987,  and  whereas  inflation  and 
needs  of  the  people  have  created 
urgent  needs  for  immediate 
assistance  for  the  CCS.  (Chris- 
tian Health  Center)  agricultural 
program  in  Mbujimayi,  there- 
fore be  it  resolved  that  the 
Presbytery  approve  the  re- 
allocation of  $19,000  from  the 
12/31/87  Fund  Balance  for  the 
Ghana  partnership  to  be  used  to 
purchase  equipment  and  supplies 
for  the  agricultural  program  of 
CCS." 

Betty  Berghaus  made  a  presen- 
tation on  the  New  Presbyterian 
and  Reformed  Educational 
Ministry  (P.R.E.M.)  reminding 
the  governing  body  that  cur- 
riculum orders  for  the  new  cur- 
riculum need  to  be  placed  now. 
The  new  curriculum  will  replace 
materials  presently  being  used. 
The  two  curriculum  resource 
"tracks"  are  Celebrate  and  Bible 
Discovery. 

Other  reports  were  presented 
on  a  family  ministry  series  of 
consultations  beginning  in  May 
of  this  year  under  the  leadership 
of  Bob  Stogner,  MSW  director 
of  Family  Tree,  Burlington;  on 
Step  Into  Leadership  '88  set  for 
September  17  at  First  Church, 
Burlington;  on  progress  and 
needs  in  refugee  resettlement. 

Paul  Ransford,  in  behalf  of 
the  Outdoor  Ministries  Work 


From  1.  to  r.:  Graham  and  Anne  McChesney  and  Mary  and  Joe 
Flora. 

f 


From  1.  to  r.:  Betty  and  Joe  Mullin  and  Joan  and  A.D.  Ellison. 


Ministers  received  from  1.  to  r.,  Jack  Ramsay,  David  Nash,  Sam 
Hope,  and  Rick  Osmer. 


Unit,  presented  a  plaque  to  the 
family  of  T.  Henry  Patterson  for 
his  leadership  in  the  area  of  out- 
door ministries.  The  plaque  will 
be  displayed  at  Camp  New 
Hope. 

A  service  of  retirement  was 
held  for  A.D.  Ellison  Jr., 
associate  pastor,  Hudson 
Memorial  Church,  Raleigh; 
Joseph  Flora,  campus  minister, 
UNC-Greensboro;  Graham 
McChesney,  pastor,  St.  John's 
Church,  Durham;  and  Joseph 
Mullin,  pastor,  First  Church, 
Greensboro. 

In  a  related  matter,  presbytery 
approved  the  election  of  Joseph 
Mullin  as  pastor  emeritus  of  First 
Church,  Greensboro,  and  Wilkes 
Macaulay  as  pastor  emeritus  of 
First  Church,  Asheboro. 

Jenovefa  J.  Knoop,  member 
of  the  Church  of  Reconciliation, 
Chapel  Hill,  and  student  at  Duke 
Divinity  School,  was  enrolled  as 
"Inquirer  for  the  Office  of 
Minister  of  the  Word."  Anna  E. 
Jordan  was  removed  from  the 
roll  of  candidates  and  commend- 
ed to  the  care  of  Birmingham 
Presbytery  where  she  will  serve  as 


director  of  Christian  education  at 
the  Mountain  Brook  Church. 

David  W.  Nash,  Jack  Ramsay 
Jr.,  Samuel  Hope  and  Richard 
Osmer  were  examined  and 
received  into  Orange  Presbytery. 
Ramsey  is  honorably  retired, 
transferring  his  membership 
from  Grace  Presbytery,  and  was 
received  as  a  minister-at-large. 
Hope  was  also  received  as  a 
minister-at-large  and  is  serving  as 
director  for  Witness  for  Peace  in 
Durham. 

David  Nash  is  serving  as 
pastor  of  the  Stony  Creek 
Church  and  Rick  Osmer  serves  as 
a  member  of  the  faculty  at  Union 
Seminary  in  Richmond,  teaching 
Christian  education  and  leader- 
ship development. 

John  B.  Stewart's  call  jrom 
the  Eno  and  Fairfield  churches 
was  approved,  as  was  the  call  of 
the  General  Assembly  Council  to 
Claude  Godwin.  He  will  be  an 
associate,  working  in  the 
Stewardship  Unit  of  the  General 
Assembly. 

Presbytery  ad  . 
next  on  July  26  ingle 
Church,  Durhan 
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It's  coming  and  it's  time  to  get 
ready  for  it.  Proclaim-ation  Cele- 
bration is  returning  to  Wil- 
mington Presbytery.  This  educa- 
tional event,  with  something  for 
just  about  everyone,  is  coming  to 
Myrtle  Grove  Presbyterian 
Church  in  Wilmington  on  Au- 
gust 27. 

The  theme  is  "The  Year  of  the 
Presbyterian,"  and  it  will  include 
worship,  workshops,  displays, 
and  a  bookstore,  all  emphasizing 
"Celebrate  the  Journey:  200 
years,"  the  anniversary  celebra- 
tion of  the  Presbyterian  Church 
in  this  country.  As  with  last  year, 
each  church  is  encouraged  to 
have  a  display  at  the  celebration, 
so  that  we  can  share  together 


what  God  has  done  and  is  doing 
among  us. 

Last  year's  event  was  a  great 
success,  with  approximately  600 
people  attending  at  St.  Andrews 
— Covenant  Church,  Wilming- 
ton. This  year's  event  is  similarly 
structured,  but  with  more  and 
different  workshops  offered, 
covering  a  wide  variety  of  topics 
of  interest  (see  a  list  of  the 
workshops  in  the  schedule). 

The  celebration  is  sponsored 
by  the  presbytery  and  includes 
two  lecturers  sponsored  by  the 
Gardner  Edwards  endowment, 
Dr.  Melva  Costen  and  Dr.  Lewis 
Weeks.  In  addition,  there  will  be 
many  other  good  leaders  for  the 
workshops — a  staggering  gather- 
ing of  talent  to  be  shared  with  us. 

Registration  for  this  event  will 
be  handled  through  the  presby- 
tery office.  The  cost  is  $8.00  per 
person  (by  August  15)  and 
$10.00  per  person  (after  August 
15),  so  sign  up  early.  Everyone 
is  encouraged  to  come  and  enjoy 
a  time  of  fellowship  and  learning 
with  other  members  of  this  Pres- 
bytery. 


PROCLAMATION  CELEBRATION 
SATURDAY,  AUGUST  27,  1988 

7:45-8:30AM  Registration/Displays/Coffee 

8:30-9:00   Opening  Worship  led  by  Louis  Weeks 

9:15-12:15  Workshop  Session  I 

9:15-12:15   What  It  Means  To  Be  Presbyterian,  Louis  Weeks 
Worship  And  Liturgy,  Melva  Costen 
Music  In  The  Church,  David  Weadon  (An  ALL  DAY 
workshop) 

"Points  Of  Order":  Parlimentary  Procedure,  Clayton 
Calloway 

Demonstration  School  with  PREM  Curriculum 
2-3  years       3-4  grades       Sr.  High 
4-5  years      5-6  grades      Broadly  Graded 
1-2  grades      Jr.  High      Adults  (this  class  ends  at 

10:45  PM) 

9:15-10:45    How  To  Better  Manage  Your  Time,  Joyce  Bauer 
Stewardship  Is  More  Than  Money,  Claude  Godwin 
Managing  Stress  And  Good  Mental  Health,  Ruth 
McSwain 

Evangelism  And  Spiritual  Renewal,  Horace  Hilton 

11:00-12:30  Workshop  Session  II 

Stress  On  The  Job,  George  Slaton 
GA  Mission:  Where  Does  Your  Money  Go?  Claude 
Godwin 

Hunger:  Beyond  Direct  Relief,  Virginia  Stevens 
The  Smaller  Church  In  The  Larger  Presbyterian 
Family,  Marcia  Myers 

Understanding  And  Studying  The  Bible,  Mary  B. 
Sheats 

Evangelism  And  The  Local  Church,  Panel:  Bob  Bar- 
din,  Dale  Miller,  Tom  Pappendick,  Carter  Mebane 
Historical  And  Biblical  Bases  For  Peacemaking,  Jim 
Megivern  and  Earle  Roberts 

12:15-1:15  Lunch 

1 : 1 5-2:45  Workshop  Session  III 

Music  (cont) 

Making  Ethical  Decisions,  Louis  Weeks 
Worship  Committees:  Here's  Help,  Melva  Costen 
Revitalizing  The  Small  Church,  Marcia  Myers 
Reclaiming  Christmas,  Virginia  Stevens 
Liturgical  Dance,  Nancy  Aycock 
More  Effective  Office  Procedures,  Joyce  Bauer 
Evangelism  And  New  Age  Dawning,  Chip  Nuckles, 
David  Willingham 

Moderators  For  Local  Coordinating  Team:  PW,  Julia 
Strawn 

Helps  For  The  Local  Coordinating  Team:  PW,  Dee 
Galphin,  Ann  Boseman 

An  Introduction  To  Clown  Ministry,  David  Suhs 

Hands-All-Around,  Ann  Vinson 

Children  And  Worship,  Jane  Skelly 

The  Personal  Experience  Of  Peacemaking,  Tom  Hay 

3:00-3:45    Worship  Celebration,  led  by  Melva  Costen  and  PC 
II  choir 

PLACE:  Myrtle  Grove  Presbyterian  Church 
Sponsored  by  Wilmington  Presbytery 
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Kirkwood  reports  changes 


By  Joe  Hill 

There  is  a  new  attitude  at 
Kirkwood  that  is  apparent  as 
soon  as  you  come  through  the 
gate.  On  February  1  of  this  year 
Kirkwood  hired  Charles  B.  Mur- 
ray of  Burgaw  as  maintenance 
supervisor.  Charlie  has  already 
had  an  impact  on  the  general  ap- 
pearance of  the  grounds  and 
buildings.  It  is  exciting  to  have 
people  comment  about  the  looks 
of  Kirkwood. 

While  the  grounds  look  better, 
there  is  also  something  better  in 
the  cabins — firm  mattress  sup- 
port on  all  beds.  No  longer  does 
a  Kirkwood  mattress  wrap  itself 
around  you  as  you  try  to  sleep. 
The  friendliness  of  the  mattresses 
has  been  replaced  with  better 
sleeping  accommodations. 

The  repairs  to  the  septic  tanks 
are  30  percent  complete.  Cabins 
one  and  four  have  new  lines  and 
seem  to  be  operating  nicely. 
Charlie  has  done  about  all  he  can 
with  hand  digging  now.  We  need 
a  backhoe  for  a  day  or  two  to 


finish  the  work  on  the  other 
cabins.  Anybody  have  a  backhoe 
that  we  can  use?  Or  better,  you 
bring  your  backhoe  and  operate 
it  yourself.  Maybe  you'll  see  how 
special  Kirkwood  can  be  as  you 
spend  time  here. 

Since  I'm  talking  about  Kirk- 
wood's  needs  let  me  list  a  few  for 
you:  air  compressor,  projection 
screen,  overhead  projector,  film- 
strip  projector,  a  5'x8'  utility 
trailer,  a  drill  press,  picnic  tables. 
If  you  would  like  more  informa- 
tion concerning  these  items, 
please  call  Kirkwood. 

People  often  ask  me  what  can 
I  or  my  church  do  at  Kirkwood? 
I  can  say  that  only  your  imagina- 
tion is  the  limit.  From  birthday 
parties  to  family  reunions,  from 
officer  training  retreats  to  youth 
retreats,  from  couples  confer- 
ences to  congregational  fellow- 
ship weekends,  from  day  camp 
for  five-year-olds  to  Whitewater 
canoeing  for  adults  to  almost 
anything  in  between,  Kirkwood 
can  be  the  location  that  you're 


looking  for. 

We  are  open  49  weeks  and 
weekends  a  year  so  that  you 
might  discover  what  God  has  in 
store  for  you  in  outdoor  mini- 
stry. If  you  want  to  know  more 
about  Kirkwood  and  its  year- 
round  opportunities,  please  call 
and  ask. 

If  you  haven't  been  to  Kirk- 
wood recently,  come  on,  bring  a 
picnic  lunch  and  dangle  your 
fishing  pole  in  the  lake.  The  bass 
are  biting  and  the  bream  are  be- 
ginning to  bed. 


Kirkwood  vespers  set  for  summer 


Plans  for  the  1988  summer 
season  at  Kirkwood  will  be  well 
on  the  way  when  you  read  this. 
We  will  again  host  the  presbytery 
for  Vespers  the  first  Sunday 
evenings  of  June,  July,  and 
August. 

The  first  Vespers  service  will 
be  on  June  5  at  7:30  p.m.  down 
by  the  lake.  The  Rev.  Sam  Shu- 
mate, pastor  of  First  Church  of 


Lumberton,  will  be  guest  speak- 
er. The  host  congregation  will  be 
Wallace  Church. 

Vespers  will  be  held  on  July  3 
at  7:30  p.m.  Dr.  Robert  Bardin 
of  the  St.  Andrews-Covenant 
Church  of  Wilmington  will  be 
the  speaker.  St.  Andrews- 
Covenant  will  also  be  the  host 
congregation. 

August  Vespers  will  be  on 


Sunday,  August  7,  at  7:30  p.m. 
Chadbourn  Church  will  host  the 
evening.  The  guest  speaker  will 
be  announced. 

Brochures  describing  the  sum- 
mer have  been  circulating  in  your 
churches  for  some  time  now  and 
many  of  the  camps  are  filling 
fast.  Don't  delay  in  returning 
your  application  to  Kirkwood 
for  the  summer. 


Homecoming  held  at  Black  River 


The  first  Sunday  in  May 
marks  a  long  standing  tradition 
at  the  Black  River  Presbyterian 
Church  in  Ivanhoe,  N.C. 
"Homecoming"  is  a  day  to 
renew  old  acquaintances,  steep 
oneself  in  nearly  200  years  of 
Presbyterian  heritage,  and  enjoy 
an  abundance  of  good  food  out 
in  the  fine  spring  air. 

This  year's  celebration  marks 
an  anniversary  in  the  life  of  the 
congregation.  200  years  ago,  in 
1788,  the  members  of  what  was 
then  Black  River  Chapel  called 
their  first  resident  minister,  the 
Rev.  Colin  Lindsay,  a  native  of 
Scotland.  For  his  first  sermon 
here,  the  Rev.  Lindsay  preached 
from  the  text  of  Acts  10:29,  in 
which  Peter  queries  Cornelius: 
"Why  have  you  sent  for  me?" 

To  commemorate  this  mile- 
stone event  in  the  history  of  the 
church,  the  present  pastor 


preached  on  the  same  text,  ex- 
horting the  congregation  to  draw 
strength  from  the  examples  of 
the  apostles  and  their  own  an- 
cestors, that  in  the  on-going  life 
of  faith,  the  current  generation 
may  become  an  example  of 
strength  and  faith  for  genera- 
tions yet  to  come. 

The  church  was  also  pleased  to 
dedicate  a  recent  gift  to  it  at  this 
year's  Homecoming  worship  ser- 
vice. Mrs.  Janie  Corbett  Garner, 
a  daughter  of  the  church,  pre- 
sented a  memorial  stone  dedicat- 
ed to  those  who  founded  the 
church  here,  "to  remind  present 
generations  of  the  faith,  sacri- 
fices and  devotion  to  the  Lord  of 
the  founders  of  Black  River 
Chapel." 

In  Memoriam 
Let  it  be  known  that  land 
was  freely  given  by  Tho- 
mas Corbett  and  Thomas 


Next  steps  for  PREM  announced 


The  four  spring  workshops  to 
open  up  and  look  at  the  Bible 
Discovery  and  Celebrate  curri- 
cula were  exciting  and  resulted  in 
questions,  letters,  and  phone 
calls  to  the  advocates  and  pres- 
bytery. Forty  churches  were  in- 
volved in  the  workshops,  with 
over  160  people  attending. 

Now  is  the  time  to: 

•  Be  in  touch  with  your  advo- 
cate to  help  with  planning  and 
choosing  curriculum  for  the  fall. 

•  Order  the  curriculum  as 
soon  as  possible.  Please  be  sure 
to  order — standing  orders  from 
CE:SA  do  not  apply  for 
P.R.E.M.  Your  advocate  can 
answer  questions  you  may  have 
about  this  procedure. 

•  Curriculum  introductory 


kits  are  available  for  one  week 
loan  from  the  Resource  Center. 
Call  Jane  Skelly  to  reserve  one 
(762-8941). 
Coming  up  will  be: 

•Help  with  actually  using  the 
curriculum.  Now  that  it  is  here, 
we  can  look  at  what  other  help 
is  needed  as  it  begins  to  be  used. 
So... 

There  will  be  demonstration 
classes  for  each  age  group  as  an 
integral  part  of  Proclaim-ation 
Celebration  II  in  August.  The 
teachers  of  each  class  will  use  one 
of  the  P.R.E.M.  curriculums  for 
teaching,  and  the  other  will  be 
available  and  referred  to  in  the 
follow-up,  feedback  session  after 
the  teaching  workshop. 


Devane.  "To  the  inhabi- 
tants of  this  community  for 
the  building  of  a  publick 
chapell  for  the  worship  of 
God."  From  the  original 
deed  of  1740.  Dedicated  to 
those  who  have  gone 
before. 

The  monument  now  stands  at  the 
entrance  to  the  kirk-yard 
cemetery. 

This  is  the  second  year  the 
congregation  rejoiced  in  the  rich 
history  of  this  church.  Last  year 
at  Homecoming  it  received  a 
plaque  noting  that  Black  River 
had  been  placed  on  the  National 
Register  of  Historic  Places.  The 
present  building,  constructed  in 
1859,  is  the  fourth  to  serve  as 
home  for  the  members  of  the 
congregation. 

However,  while  Black  River  is 
indeed  steeped  in  history,  it  is  still 
lively  and  vibrant  today.  In  the 
past  year,  the  church  has  begun 
to  hold  worship  services  each 
Sunday  morning. 


Little  Chapel 
services  scheduled 

Summer  visitors  to  Wrights- 
ville  Beach  are  invited  to  at- 
tend worship  services  at  the 
Little  Chapel  on  the  Board- 
walk, corner  of  North  Lumina 
Avenue  and  West  Oxford 
Street.  During  June,  July,  and 
August  services  will  be  held  at 
8:30  a.m.  and  11  a.m. 

In  June  guest  ministers  will 
be  June  12:  the  Rev.  Edward 
C.  Hay;  June  19:  the  Rev. 
Milton  Boone;  and  June  26: 
the  Rev.  Malcolm  Mclver. 
The  Rev.  Huw  Christopher  is 
the  pastor. 
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Director  teaches  college  course 


Family  and  Child  Develop- 
ment Center  Director  Anita 
Payne  is  teaching  an  11 -week 
course  entitled  "Administration 
and  Supervision  of  a  Pre-School 
Facility"  at  Mitchell  Communi- 
ty College  in  Statesville,  N.C. 

The  course,  which  began  April 
6  and  runs  through  June  15, 
deals  with  topics  such  as 
recruiting  and  hiring  of  staff, 
leadership  and  supervision  skills, 

Alumni 
News 

Lacy  Beshears,  class  of  1942, 
died  on  March  28  of  a  heart  at- 
tack in  Clemmons,  N.C.  He  was 
63. 

He  is  survived  by  his  wife, 
Mrs.  Pat  Beshears;  two  brothers, 
J.D.,  of  Clemmons,  and 
Howard,  of  Waco,  Tex;  and  a 
sister,  Mrs.  Josephine  Hildreth, 
of  Winston-Salem. 

Beshears  worked  for  Western 
Electric  for  35  years.  He  was  a 
football  official  in  the  North 
State  Association  for  32  years, 
officiated  wrestling  for  30  years, 
and  was  the  booking  agent  for 
the  Piedmont  Wrestling  Officials 
Association  for  the  past  12  years. 

While  at  Barium,  Beshears 
was  the  captain  of  the  wrestling 
team,  and  was  the  1942  state 
Wrestling  Champion  of  the 
155-pound  class.  He  last  attend- 
ed Homecoming  in  1987. 

Richard  Moore,  who  lived  at 
the  Home  from  1924  to  1937, 
died  on  March  2  in  Fayetteville, 
N.C. 

Moore  had  been  in  the  Mer- 
chant Marines  over  40  years. 

Joe  Savage,  class  of  1938,  died 
on  April  24  of  a  heart  attack  in 
Fayetteville,  N.C. 

Savage  is  survived  by  his  wife, 
Agnes.  He  was  an  employee  of 
the  State  of  North  Carolina  for 
over  40  years. 

Did  you  know  that: 

Seventy  percent  of  mothers  in 
North  Carolina  with  children 


budgeting  and  finances,  parent 
relations,  program  planning,  and 
licensing  requirements. 

The  course  was  written  and 
designed  by  the  State  Office  of 
Child  Day  Care  Licensing,  and  is 
required  by  that  Office  for 
anyone  wanting  to  become  a  day- 
care director. 

Mrs.  Payne  said  she  would 
recommend  the  course  to  anyone 
who  is  currently  operating  a  day- 


care center,  or  thinking  of  getting 
into  the  field.  Mrs.  Payne  also 
said  that  the  Licensing  Office  re- 
quires 20  hours  of  training  each 
year  for  individuals  working  at 
day-care  centers,  and  that  this 
course  offers  33  hours. 

Carol  Johnson  of  continuing 
education  at  MCC  said  that  the 
course  might  be  offered  again 
next  spring  if  there  were  enough 
people  interested  in  participating. 


Participation  withdrawn 

that  program  at  this  time. 


It  was  reported  in  the  March 
issue  of  the  "Presbyterian  Fami- 
ly Ministries"  that  the  North 
Carolina  Department  of  Human 
Resources  had  awarded  funds 
from  a  federal  grant  to  Barium 
Springs  Home  for  Children  to 
reestablish  an  informal  network 
of  independent  living  programs 
which  existed  from  1984-87.  The 
Home  has  decided  that  it  would 
be  inappropriate  to  participate  in 


Sebesta  elected 

The  Rev.  Wayne  H.  Sebesta 
was  unanimously  elected  by  the 
Presbytery  of  Boulder  (Color- 
ado) to  become  its  first  presby- 
tery executive  and  associate  sy- 
nod executive  (Synod  of  the 
Rocky  Mountains)  on  April  9. 
Sebesta  has  held  the  position  on 
a  interim  basis  since  June  1987. 


...Or 
So  It 
Seems 


The  Board  of  Regents  met 
recently  and  considered  some 
weighty  matters  related  to  the 
transition  to  Synod  of  the  Mid- 
Atlantic,  staff  salaries,  air- 
conditioning  cottages,  and  future 
funding  of  increasingly  costly 
services  for  children,  youth,  and 
families. 

A  not -so-weighty  matter  arose 
in  executive  session  concerning 
the  title  of  this  column.  They  had 
no  suggestions  for  a  new  title  but 
just  didn't  like  this  one.  I  ex- 
plained that  my  intent  was  to 
convey  my  awareness  that  ideas 
and  opinions  expressed  here  were 


Earle  Frazier,  ACSW 
Executive  Director 


not  unassailable  facts  but  simp- 
ly how  it  seems  to  one  person  at 
a  particular  time. 

It  now  occurs  to  me  that  read- 
ers might  have  an  idea  about  a 
more  appropriate  heading  for 
these  "musings."  I  am  almost 
afraid  to  ask  but  I'll  take  the  risk 
anyway!  Let  it  be  emphasized 
that  I  am  not  asking  staff  for 
their  opinions! 


clip  out  and  mail  to  order 

Pen  and  Ink  Drawings  of  the  original  buildings  of 
Barium  Springs  Home  for  Children 

TO  ORDER:  Fill  out  form  below;  send  with  check  or  money  order  before  May  31,  1988  to: 
Barium  Springs  Home  for  Children,  P.O.  Box  1,  Barium  Springs,  N.C.  28010 


Pen  and  ink  drawing  by 
Raleigh  artist  Jerry  Miller  of 
the  original  Little  Joe's 
Presbyterian  Church. 


INDIVIDUAL  PRINTS-10xl4,  $10  EACH 

NAME  QUANTITY 

1.  Alexander  Building  (Shoe  Shop)   

2.  Annie  Louise  Cottage   

3.  Elementary  School  (New  school)   

4.  Howard  Cottage   

5.  Jennie  Gilmer  Cottage   

6.  Lee's  Cottage   

7.  Little  Joe's  Presbyterian  Church   

8.  Lottie  Walker  Woman's  Building   

9.  McNair  (Old  School  Building)   

10.  Rumple  Hall  (Dining  Hall)   

11.  Sprunt  Infirmary   

12.  Stowe  Baby  Cottage   

13.  Synod's  Cottage   


Set  of  13  PRINTS;  $75  Per  Set 
8V2  x  11;  Number  of  Sets   


Box  of  13  Note  Cards  and  envelopes 
$5  per  box;  Number  of  Boxes   

Total  Amount  Enclosed   


NAME   

ADDRESS 
CITY   


STATE 


ZIP  CODE 


Orders  cannot  be  filled  unless  they  are  prepaid. 
Orders  not  picked  up  at  Homecoming,  1988,  will  be 
mailed  shortly  there  after. 


ages  six- 16  work  outside  the 
home? 


ANNUAL  REPORT 

FISCAL  YEAR  1987 


Endowment  Principal 


Endowment  Interest 


Fees  &  Reimbursement 


Services  to  Children  &  Families 


(Synod,  Thanks- 
giving Offering, 
Groups) 


Miscellaneous 
TOTAL  INCOME  $1,996,836 


Financial  Development/Public  Relations 
TOTAL  EXPENDITURES  $2,303,558 


Endowment  Value  October  1, 1986  $8,060,261 
Endowment  Value  September  30,  1987  $10,238,370 
A  copy  of  the  Annual  Audit  Is  available  tor  review  in  the  main  office. 


Facility 


SERVICES  TO  CHILDREN  AND  FAMILIES 

Residential  Services*  FCDC" 


Capacity 

Applications/Inquiries 
Number  Admitted 
Number  Discharged 
Total  Served 

Average  number  children  per  day 

Total  Days  of  C3fe 

Average  Length  of  Stay  (months) 

'Adolescent  Center 
Pre-Adolescent  Center 
'  'Family  A  Child  Development  Cente< 


259 
75 


647 
23.618 
11  0 


307 
38 


208 
566 


294 

183.7 
54,618 


A  Special 
Thanks  to... 

Special  thanks  go  to  the  First 
Presbyterian  Church  of  Fayet- 
teville and  Pastor  Joseph  W. 
Walker  for  donating  roundtrip 
bus  tickets  for  one  of  our 
Adolescent  Center  residents  to 
use  for  home  visits. 

Each  cottage  in  the  Adolescent 
Center  has  money  budgeted  to 
help  families  of  residents  who 
can't  afford  to  pay  all  of  the 
travel  expenses  for  their  children 
to  visit  home. 

In  this  case  the  child's  parent 
is  terminally  ill,  so  the  family 
couldn't  afford  to  pay  any  of 
their  travel  expenses.  The  cottage 
didn't  have  enough  money  bud- 
geted to  pay  for  all  of  this  fami- 
ly's travel  expenses,  plus  ex- 
penses incurred  by  other  cottage 
residents  and  their  families. 
Walker  and  his  church  offered  to 
pay  for  enough  bus  tickets  to 
make  sure  this  child  was  able  to 
visit  her  family  at  least  once  a 
month. 


Homecoming  1987 

August  1st  and  2nd 

Looking  forward  to  seeing  YOU  there! 

James  Ramsey,  President 


In  Memory  —  In  Honor 

Barium  Springs  Home  for  Children 


Donor  

Address 


IN  MEMORY  —  IN  HONOR 

My  gift  of  $  is  enclosed. 

I  wish  to  C  Honor      C  Remember 


Name  of 

Honoree  or  Deceased 
Address  


On  the  occasion  of  

Date  of  death  if  applicable 

Survivor  to  notify  

Address  


Relationship  of  survivor  to  honoree 


P.O.  Box  1,  Barium  Springs.  NC  28010 
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Union  Seminary  establishes  faculty  fund  with 
proceeds  from  the  sale  of  WRFK  broadcast  license 


WRFK  was  founded  in  1957  to  broadcast  religious  lectures,  music,  and  sermons  to  the  seminary 
community. 


Union  Theological  Seminary 
has  announced  that  $3.5  million 
from  the  sale  of  the  license  of  its 
radio  station  WRFK  will  be  used 
to  create  the  Robert  White  Kirk- 
patrick  Fund  for  faculty  salary 
support. 

The  new  fund  will  make  possi- 
ble an  unusual  10  percent  across- 
the-board  salary  increase  next 
January  1.  This  will  be  in  addi- 
tion to  the  increases  just  voted 
at  the  April  meeting  of  the 
trustees. 

"Nothing  is  more  important  to 
Union  Seminary  than  its  distin- 
guished faculty,"  said  President 
T.  Hartley  Hall  IV.  "The  Kirk- 
patrick  Fund  will  move  us  to  a 
new  level  of  faculty  compensa- 
tion that  will  ensure  us  a  com- 
petitive position  in  relation  to 
other  Presbyterian  seminaries 
across  the  country." 

The  fund  honors  professor 
Robert  White  Kirkpatrick,  who 
founded  station  WRFK  as  a  12.5 
watt  campus  station  at  the  semi- 
nary in  1957.  A  year  later, 
spurred  by  the  gift  of  a  transmis- 
sion tower  and  building,  the 
seminary  applied  for  and  re- 
ceived an  FCC  license  to  broad- 
cast on  the  106.5  MHz 
frequency. 

In  the  interest  of  providing  a 
broader  service  to  the  Richmond 
community,  in  1969  WRFK  be- 
came a  charter  member  and  one 
of  70  founding  stations  of  Na- 
tional Public  Radio.  However, 
the  affiliation  with  NPR  forced 
the  seminary  to  restrict  its  former 
religious  programming  in  order 
to  meet  Corporation  for  Public 
Broadcasting  guidelines.  This 
effectively  eliminated  further 
use  of  the  station  as  a  part 
of  the  seminary's  educational 
program. 

Beginning  in  1974,  an  ex- 
panding listener  audience  began 
to  contribute  substantially  to 
WRFK  programming  expenses, 
though  operation  of  the  station 
continued  to  depend  on  seminary 
resources.  By  1984,  the  seminary 


was  spending  more  than 
$100,000  per  year  on  WRFK.  At 
this  time  this  was  an  amount 
equal  to  15  percent  of  the 
seminary's  faculty  payroll. 
Audited  figures  show  that  be- 
tween 1970  and  1987,  operation 
of  WRFK  has  cost  the  seminary 
$1,070,308  in  cash  outlay  and 
contributed  services. 

Such  costs  raised  serious  ques- 
tions as  to  whether  the  seminary 
could  afford  such  an  expensive 
enterprise  unrelated  to  its  central 
purpose  of  educating  ministers 
for  the  church.  An  unsolicited 
offer  of  $2  million  for  the  station 
license  in  1984  forced  the  board 
of  trustees  to  address  the  issue. 
Proceeds  from  the  sale  of  the 
license  would  add  resources 
which  could  be  used  toward  the 
seminary's  primary  mission. 
Consequently,  in  November  1984 
the  trustees  determined  that  the 
seminary  should  seek  to  sell  its 
ownership  of  the  license  for  not 
less  than  $2  million. 

Since  that  time,  however,  se- 
minary authorities  have  held 
consistently  to  three  objectives: 
that  the  sale  of  the  frequency 
should  not  be  consummated  un- 
til the  future  of  public  radio  in 
Richmond  was  guaranteed;  that 
public  radio  broadcasting  should 
continue  without  interruption; 
and  that,  to  the  greatest  extent 
possible,  future  employment  of 
the  WRFK  staff  should  be 
assured. 

At  its  meeting  in  April  1985, 
the  trustees  authorized  their  ex- 
ecutive committee  to  negotiate 
the  sale  of  the  license  to  the  Rich- 
mond Federated  Arts  Council. 
By  this  time,  unsolicited  offers 
for  the  station  had  reached  $3 
million.  Nonetheless,  the  board's 
executive  committee  set  $2.5 
million  as  an  acceptable  figure 
from  a  community-based  group, 
The  Federated  Arts  Council 
made  a  counter  offer  contingent 
upon  the  uncertain  prospect  of 
raising  this  amount  over  a  five- 
year  period;  since  the  executive 
committee  felt  that  the  discharge 
of  its  fiduciary  obligations  re- 


quired a  firm  offer,  this  proposal 
was  declined. 

Later  that  year  the  seminary 
negotiated  a  contract  with  two 
private  investors,  Paul  Lucci  and 
Wayne  Souza  of  Norfolk,  to  sell 
the  frequency  for  $4.2  million. 
However,  the  seminary  wrote 
into  the  contract  a  condition  that 
it  would  consummate  the  sale 
only  when  the  future  of  public 
radio  could  be  assured.  At  the 
time  it  was  assumed  that  this 
could  be  accomplished  within  a 
year. 

To  achieve  this  objective,  the 
seminary  began  negotiations  with 
the  Central  Virginia  Educational 
Television  (CVET)  network  to 


"Nothing  is 
more  important 
to  Union 
Seminary  than 
its  distinguished 
faculty." 

transfer  to  them  WRFK's  record 
library  and  staff.  Provisions  for 
the  Virginia  Voice  for  the  Print 
Handicapped,  which  broadcasts 
from  WRFK's  transmitter,  were 
written  into  the  transfer.  The 
board  deemed  CVET,  which  has 
a  strong  financial  base  and  over 
25  years  of  public  broadcast  ex- 
perience, the  best-qualified  com- 
munity institution  to  maintain 
the  operation  of  public  radio. 
With  seminary  support  CVET 
filed  for  an  available  frequency 
in  the  public  radio  range  of  the 
FM  dial,  88.9  Mhz. 

Negotiations  moved  smoothly 
until  CVET  learned  that  broad- 
casting at  88.9  MHz  involved 
technical  problems  that  required 
the  cooperation  of  Richmond 
television  station  Channel  6. 
Since  Channel  6's  audio  signal 
operates  at  87.7  MHz  on  the  FM 
band,  it  would  be  necessary  for 


the  signals  of  both  the  new  sta- 
tion and  Channel  6  to  originate 
from  the  same  location.  Channel 
6's  owner,  Park  Broadcasting, 
initially  gave  approval  for  co- 
location  of  the  radio  antennae  on 
its  television  tower  in  1985,  and 
success  of  the  entire  project 
seemed  assured. 

Subsequently,  questions  raised 
by  its  engineers  caused  Park 
Broadcasting  to  withdraw  per- 
mission for  co-location.  Thus 
began  a  long  period  of  negotia- 
tions and  public  controversy 
which  stretched  into  the  spring  of 
1988.  On  December  23,  1987, 
Park  Broadcasting  was  appar- 
ently satisfied  that  technical  diffi- 
culties could  be  resolved,  and 
once  again  agreed  to  co-location. 
However,  since  co-location  could 
require  as  much  as  a  year  to  ac- 
complish, and  since  the  semi- 
nary's contractual  obligations 
with  Lucci  and  Souza  had  to  be 
met  no  later  than  May,  a  break 
in  the  continuity  of  public  broad- 
casting loomed  as  a  possibility. 

Seminary  trustees,  under  the 
leadership  of  former  trustee 
chairman  Robert  E.R.  Huntley, 
president  of  Best  Products, 
began  exploring  other  possi- 
bilities for  maintaining  sevice 
during  this  interim.  After  learn- 
ing that  a  frequency  at  101.1  on 
the  FM  dial  was  temporarily 
available,  the  seminary  joined 
with  CVET  in  applying  to  the 
FCC  for  a  temporary  permit  to 
broadcast  there.  In  an  un- 
precedented move  by  the  FCC, 
this  interim  frequency  was 
granted  to  prevent  interruption 
in  service,  and  the  new  public 
radio  station  commenced  broad- 
casting on  May  6  under  CVET 
management.  Meanwhile,  the 
seminary  entered  into  an  agree- 
ment with  CVET  that  it  would 
employ  members  of  the  WRFK 
staff  to  operate  the  new  station 
with  the  seminary  paying  their 
salary  costs  for  the  remainder  of 
1988. 


Robert  White  Kirkpatrick 


During  the  coming  months, 
CVET  is  making  all  technical  ar- 
rangements for  the  new  station, 
WCVE-FM.  Its  permanent  home 
will  be  at  88.9  MHz  on  the  radio 
dial.  The  future  of  public  radio 
in  Richmond  has  been  assured, 
and  also-  employment  for  the 
WRFK  staff.  Although  Union 
Seminary  has  already  expended 
a  substantial  part  of  the  proceeds 
from  the  sale  on  continued 
operation  of  the  station  since 
1985,  and  on  legal  and  engineer- 
ing fees  in  connection  with  the 
sale,  the  institution  now  has  an 
additional  $3.5  million  to  under- 
write its  program  and  its  faculty 
salaries. 

President  Hall  summarized  the 
situation  by  saying,  "Union 
Seminary  introduced  public 
radio  into  this  area  of  Virginia. 
It  has  nurtured  and  managed 
WRFK  for  over  a  quarter  of  a 
century.  With  a  listening  au- 
dience established,  public  radio 
is  now  on  sound  footing  and  in 
public  hands  for  the  long-range 
future.  In  addition,  the  seminary 
is  free  to  reallocate  its  assets  in 
support  of  its  mission  in  theolo- 
gical education.  We  believe  that 
the  results  are  positive  ones  for 
everyone  concerned." 


UTS  sponsors  racial 
ethnic  conference 


Union  Theological  Seminary 
in  Virginia  recently  held  its  first 
annual  Racial  Ethnic  Confer- 
ence on  Ministry.  Both  church 
leaders  and  prospective  can- 
didates for  ministry  explored 
contemporary  issues  and  op- 
portunities for  black  ministry. 

The  Rev.  Oscar  McCloud, 
executive  director  of  The  Fund 
for  Theological  Education, 
served  as  conference  moder- 
ator, and  led  a  panel  discussion 
on  what  it  means  to  be  "Black 
and  Presbyterian."  Lou  Ivory, 
a  UTS  graduate  and  Ph.D.  can- 
late  at  Emory  University, 


preached  during  worship  and 
delivered  the  keynote  address. 

Participants  were  able  to  dis- 
cover barriers  to  ministry,  to 
define  the  call  to  ministry,  and 
integrate  that  calling  into  fami- 
ly life.  Church  leaders  learned 
how  to  identify  candidates  for 
ministry  and  plan  for  seminary 
education. 

The  Racial  Ethnic  Confer- 
ence on  Ministry  was  co- 
sponsored  by  Union  Theolo- 
gical Seminary  in  Virginia  and 
the  Racial  Ethnic  Ministry 
Unit  of  the  PCUSA. 


Good  News  Women 
Lesson  10:  June 

Huldah:  Founder  of 
Biblical  Studies 

Circle  Bible  Leaders  Study  Guide 
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By  Carol  T.  (Pinky)  Bender 

Summer  is  here!  Many  circles  continue 
to  meet,  so  let's  continue  our  study  of 
"Good  News  Women"  by  digging  into 
the  story  of  Huldah.  Sessions  11  and  12 
will  also  deal  with  other  women  not 
already  studied  in  Dr.  Eunice  Poethig's 
study  book. 

For  your  own  preparation,  read  the  ac- 
count of  the  beginning  of  the  reign  of 
Josiah,  the  repairing  of  the  temple,  and 
the  finding  of  the  book  of  the  law  in  II 
Kings  22.  This  is  the  only  time  that 
Huldah  appears  in  the  Bible,  except  for 
a  recount  of  this  same  incident  as  record- 
ed in  II  Chronicles  34. 

The  year  is  621  B.C.E.  and  King  Josiah 
has  ordered  that  the  temple  be  renovated 
or  refurbished.  This  is  part  of  the  reli- 
gious reform  that  this  "good"  king  ini- 
tiated. If  you  want  to  do  a  little  extra 
research,  you  may  want  to  look  at  Bern- 
hard  Anderson's  Understanding  the  Old 
Testament,  a  standard  college  textbook 
which  your  pastor  or  church  library  may 
have. 

As  you  begin  your  circle  lesson,  ask  for 
a  comparison  of  "good"  leaders  and 
"bad"  leaders  in  modern  times.  What 
characteristics  do  each  have?  What  dif- 
ferences? What  similarities?  Jot  down  the 
responses.  Move  into  a  study  of  the  Scrip- 
ture for  this  session  by  dividing  your  cir- 
cle into  three  groups,  or  three  pairs.  Ask 
one  group  to  read  II  Kings  21:1-6,  while 
the  second  group  reads  II  Kings  21:19-26, 
and  the  third  reads  II  Kings  22:1-2. 

Compare  the  kings 

How  do  these  kings  compare  with 


"good"  and  "bad"  contemporary  leader- 
ship? How  do  the  kings  compare  with 
each  other?  Let  each  group  report  the 
findings.  You  may  want  to  discuss  how 
"good"  Josiah  came  from  such  wicked 
lineage.  Use  your  creative  imaginations  as 
you  speculate! 

Continue  the  study  by  having  someone 
read  II  Kings  22:3-7.  How  old  was  Josiah 
by  this  time?  What  was  his  top  priority 
according  to  the  account?  Can  you  think 
of  any  modern  young  person  with  this 
kind  of  commitment? 

II  Kings  22:8-10  tells  of  a  remarkable 
discovery  that  occurred  during  the  reno- 
vation of  the  temple.  Hilkiah  the  high 
priest  found  a  scroll,  read  it,  and  passed 
it  along  to  Shaphan  the  secretary,  who, 
in  turn,  read  the  scroll  to  King  Josiah. 

When  Josiah  heard  the  words  of  the 
scroll,  he  was  not  only  impressed  with  its 
message,  but  he  also  was  deeply  distressed 
that  the  standards  called  for  in  the  docu- 
ment were  not  being  met. 

Profound  documents 

Ask  your  circle  members  to  discuss  a 
book,  a  newspaper  article,  a  political  car- 
toon, or  anything  else  that  has  had  a  pro- 
found affect  on  their  thinking  in  the  last 
few  months.  You,  as  moderator,  may 
want  to  bring  some  examples.  How  did 
this  cause  them  to  think?  What  actions 
did  they  take  in  response  to  this  thought- 
provoking  challenge?  What  were  the  last- 
ing results? 

King  Josiah  called  together  his  "inner 
circle"  of  advisors  and  asked  them  to  "in- 
quire of  the  Lord  for  me"  (II  Kings 
22:13).  The  group  went  straight  to 


Huldah  the  prophetess,  and  talked  with 
her. 

Pause  here  and  ask  your  circle  to  re- 
search the  status  of  women  in  Old  Testa- 
ment times  so  that  they  can  get  the  full 
impact  of  Huldah's  story.  Use  the  follow- 
ing references  as  starters:  (1)  Leviticus 
12:1-6:  purification  took  long  if  the  child 
was  born  a  girl;  (2)  Exodus  21 :7:  a  father 
could  sell  a  daughter,  but  not  to  a  for- 
eigner (21:8)!  (3)  Genesis  29:16-30:  mar- 
riage (and  divorce)  was  something  that 
was  done  to  a  woman  and  she  had  no  say- 
so. 

Additional  information 

For  added  information,  you  may  want 
to  tell  how  in  the  Old  Testament  patriar- 
chal society,  women  in  general  had  a 
lower  place  than  men.  A  section  in  the 
Talmud  on  women  says  that  they  are  fri- 
volous and  unteachable.  In  worship,  they 
could  only  enter  into  the  Courtyard  of  the 
Women,  and  they  did  not  "count"  in  the 
makeup  of  a  synagogue,  which  needed  10 
men.  In  the  area  of  law,  women  had  to 
observe  all  the  negative  laws,  but  not  the 
positive  ones  because  women  were  "not 
capable  of  following  law."  Women  were 
not  allowed  to  testify  in  court  because 
they  were  "unable  to  discern  truth." 

Perhaps  now  your  group  can  sense  how 
unusual  it  was  for  these  men  to  take  the 
scroll  to  a  women  for  authentication!  Yet 
Huldah's  authority  seems  to  be  undis- 
puted and  her  reputation  one  of  great 
esteem. 

Park  of  the  Book  of  Deuteronomy 

Most  biblical  scholars  believe  that  the 
scroll  that  was  brought  to  Huldah  con- 


tained the  greater  portion  of  the  book 
known  as  Deuteronomy,  a  book  that 
Jesus  Christ  quoted  when  he  said,  "Thou 
shalt  love  the  Lord,  thy  God,  with  all  thy 
heart,  with  all  thy  soul,  and  with  all  thy 
strength."  (Duet.  6:5) 

King  Josiah  heard  and  accepted 
Huldah's  evaluation  of  the  document  and 
entered  into  a  covenant  because  of  it.  At 
the  beginning  of  the  canonization  process 
of  Scripture,  we  find  a  woman,  a  "Good 
News  Woman,"  whose  opinion  was 
sought  and  respected. 

Close  your  meeting  by  asking  for 
names  and  events  that  involve  women 
who  have  been  "firsts,"  who  have  broken 
new  ground  and  opened  doors  for  future 
generations  of  women.  Think  of  those  in 
your  church,  your  community,  and  in  the 
world  at  large  who  have  made  significant 
contributions  for  those  of  us  who  follow. 
Discuss  how  their  contributions  have 
made  opportunites  for  today's  women  a 
little  easier. 

Try  writing  a  Litany  of  Thanksgiving 
as  you  celebrate  the  progress  that  women 
are  making  in  contemporary  society. 
Have  each  person  in  the  group  name  one 
person  who  has  been  an  outstanding 
"Good  News  Woman."  You  may  also 
want  to  name  the  contribution  she  has 
made.  Be  sure  to  include  women,  who  by 
their  commitment,  have  begun  nation- 
wide organizations,  i.e.  Mothers  Against 
Drunk  Drivers.  Ask  the  rest  of  the  group 
to  respond  with  a  phrase  like,  "Lord,  we 
thank  you  for  our  sister  in  the  faith." 

If  you  have  a  time  for  prayer,  be  sure 
to  pray  for  the  strength  and  commitment 
of  the  circle  members  to  go  out  from  this 
meeting  to  "make  a  difference"  in  the 
world.  Help  each  person  to  see  that  one 
person    can    make    a  difference. 


Support  urged  for  3rd  World  women  farmers 


The  Presbyterian  Hunger  Pro- 
gram urges  all  Presbyterians  to 
participate  this  spring  in  Bread 
for  the  World's  campaign  of  let- 
ters to  Congress  in  support  of 
legislation  aiding  women  farmers 
in  developing  countries  (House 
Bill  HR4049). 

Bread  for  the  World  points 
out  that  while  women  account 
for  60-70  percent  of  the  world's 
food  production,  they  are  usually 
excluded  from  training  and  de- 


velopment programs  and  are  de- 
nied credit  by  most  lenders  in  the 
Third  World. 

Women  in  Development  legis- 
lation will  require  the  United 
States  Agency  for  International 
Development  to  give  technical 
assistance  on  farming  methods, 
credit,  and  other  services  to  low- 
income  women  farmers;  increase 
the  percentage  of  women  from 
developing  countries  in  its  train- 
ing programs;  and  give  more 


developmental  funding  to 
women. 

Since  Africa  is  a  continent 
with  a  high  percentage  of  women 
farmers  and  increasing  hunger, 
this  letter  campaign  reflects  the 
1985  General  Assembly's  call  to 
support  organizations  such  as 
Bread  for  the  World. 
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Raleigh,  N.C.  27605,  919/821-4771 

A  private  nonprofit  corporation  serving  North  Carolu  a 
through  student  financial  assistance  since  195  ■ 


ADDA-PAD 
PEW  UPHOLSTERING 

REVERSIBLE  CUSHIONS 
PEW  REFINISHING 

Our  installers  have  upholstered  over  1.000 
churches  1 5  year  wear  warranty  We  can  upholster 
your  pews  on  site  for  less  than  loose  cushions' 
Call  us  for  a  FREE  estimate 


Interiors  Inc. 

CHURCH  FURNITURE  A  STAINED  GLASS 

800  Easlchesler  Dr  •  P  O.  Box  5346 
High  Poinl,  NC  27262-5346 
NC  1  (800)  922-6432  TOLL  FREE 


Page  16,  The  Presbyterian  News,  May  1988 

Small  church 
event  focuses 
on  growth 

A  conference  on  small-church 
growth  drew  70  people  recently, 
60  percent  lay  people.  The  con- 
ference was  the  last  event  spon- 
sored by  the  evangelism  task 
force  of  the  old  Synod  of  North 
Carolina;  a  grant  from  the 
Outreach  Foundation  made  the 
meeting  possible. 

The  Rev.  Douglas  and  Sherry 
Walrath  of  Bangor  Theological 
Seminary  and  the  Rev.  Robert 
Henderson,  pastor  of  First 
Church  in  Hendersonville,  N.C., 
led  the  conference.  In  addition, 
the  General  Assembly's  staff 
associate  for  evangelism,  Mary 
B.  Love,  spoke  about  the 
church's  New  Age  Dawning  em- 
phasis. 

The  conference  presented 
ideas  on  growth  to  lay  leaders 
and  pastors  from  churches  with 
200  members  or  fewer. 

"Participants'  evaluations  gave 
overwhelming  support  for  this 
type  of  conference  on  the  small 


LI 


The  Rev.  Robert  Henderson  leads  a  session  on  small  churches. 


church,"  said  the  Rev.  James 
Carr,  one  of  the  organizers.  "All 
the  speakers  were  informative 
and  inspiring  with  their  insights 
into  the  small  church  and  its 
possibilities  for  growth." 
One  participant  said  after  the 


meeting,  "I  now  have  new  hope 
for  the  small  Presbyterian 
church." 

The  conference  included  ad- 
dresses to  plenary  sessions  and 
workshops  specifically  for  either 
pastors  or  lay  leaders. 


Mission 
in  the 
Mid-Atlantic 


Mission  programs  described 

Editor's  note:  Three  articles  on  this  page  cover  mission  programs 
of  the  three  antecedent  synods  of  the  Synod  of  the  Mid-Atlantic. 
We  plan  to  run  such  articles  as  a  regular  feature,  so  that 
Presbyterians  in  the  region  can  learn  about  what  each  other  has 
been  doing. 

Virginias  made  commitment 
to  do  things  ecumenically 


About  10  years  ago,  the  Synod 
of  the  Virginias  decided  that 
ecumenical  commitment  would 
be  one  of  its  top  priorities.  It  held 
a  consultation  with  groups  from 
several  other  denominations  to 
set  priorities  in  the  region  for  the 
next  decade. 

Those  priorities  were  more  "a 
pattern  of  doing  things,"  said  the 
Rev.  Dennis  Schulz,  staff 
associate  in  Roanoke.  "We  com- 
mitted that  anything  we  do,  we 
will  consider  the  ecumenical  op- 
portunities in  it  before  going  on. 

"We  committed  to  be  sensitive 
to  our  ecumenical  partners — in 
terms  of  new  programs,  in  terms 
of  jointly  funded  or  jointly  staff- 
ed projects." 

As  a  result,  the  Synod  of  the 
Virginias  has  won  two  of  the 
ecumenical  service  awards  the 
General  Assembly  gives  annual- 


ly. One  was  for  the  ecumenical 
consultation;  the  other  recogniz- 
ed a  joint  Presbyterian-Catholic 
retreat  center  in  West  Virginia, 
Interloven. 

The  synod  has  been  one  of  the 
key  forces  in  ecumenism  in  both 
Virginia  and  West  Virginia, 
Schultz  said.  (In  addition,  he 
noted,  National  Capital  Presby- 
tery has  been  significantly  involv- 
ed in  ecumenical  work  in  the 
District  of  Columbia.) 

One  specific  program  has  been 
the  Coalition  on  Appalachian 
Ministry,  a  multi-state, 
ecumenical  agency. 

"We  have  been  the  largest 
single  supporter  of  CAM,"  said 
the  Rev.  Davis  Yeuell,  former 
synod  executive  and  now  ad- 
ministrator of  the  Roanoke  of- 
fice. The  agency  has  held  a  ma- 
jor conference  for  two  or  three 


days  each  year,  drawing  people 
from  throughout  the  region, 
Yeuell  said. 

Recent  topics  have  included 
the  small  church,  conflict  and 
peacemaking  in  the  Appalachian 
setting,  and  theology  and  wor- 
ship in  the  Appalachian  setting, 
he  said. 

The  synod  also  contributed 
substantially  to  both  the  Virginia 
and  West  Virginia  Councils  of 
Churches.  The  Virginia  Council 
has  recently  shifted  emphasis 
more  toward  theological  issues 
and  local  ecumenical  issues, 
Schulz  said;  it  had  been  geared 
more  toward  legislative  and 
social-service  issues. 

The  Council  sponsors  training 
events  for  youth  leaders,  migrant 
ministry,  and  week-day  religious 
education  programs  in  schools, 
he  added. 


UTS  will  build  a  new 
office  for  Mid-Atlantic 


Union  Seminary  has  offered  to 
build  a  new  building  for  the 
synod  office  in  Richmond,  and 
the  Transitional  Council  has  ac- 
cepted the  offer,  reported  Tran- 
sitional Executive  Director 
Lowelle  Simms. 

At  its  organizing  meeting  Feb. 
29-March  1,  the  synod  had  ap- 
proved an  original  plan  to  use  its 
capital  resources  to  renovate  a 
building  on  the  seminary  campus 
in  exchange  for  free  rent.  Under 
that  plan,  the  building  would 
have  remained  the  property  of 
the  seminary  if  the  synod  had  to 
move  its  office  location. 

The  current  plan  will  allow 
the  synod  to  sell  its  Raleigh  pro- 
perty (the  former  office  of  the 
old  Synod  of  North  Carolina) 
and  invest  the  proceeds  in  an  en- 
dowment restricted  for  support 
of  an  office  location.  Income  will 
pay  a  lease;  those  payments  will 
help  fund  construction  of  the 
new  building.  "Lowelle  had  a  vi- 
sion which  frankly  I  did  not  see 
possible,  but  I  am  delighted  to 


report  that  the  vision  has  come 
through,  and  the  seminary  is 
graciously  and  eagerly  entering 
into  this  partnership  with  us," 
said  the  Rev.  John  Wimberly, 
moderator  of  the  office  location 
committee. 

Both  the  synod  and  the 
seminary  will  design  the  building. 
It  may  be  large  enough  to  share 
with  other  agencies  of  the 
church,  Simms  said.  Since  it  will 
not  be  ready  until  the  spring  of 
1989,  the  seminary  has  offered 
the  synod  temporary  quarters* 
beginning  January  1,  1989  —  the 
time  anticipated  for  the  new 
synod  executive  to  begin  his  or 
her  work  in  the  Synod  of  the 
Mid-Atlantic. 

During  the  transitional  year, 
1988,  the  Synod  of  the  Mid- 
Atlantic  has  offices  in  Raleigh, 
Roanoke,  Va.,  and  Baltimore; 
those  are  the  offices  of  the  three 
antecedent  synods.  Those  offices 
will  close  around  the  end  of  the 
year  and  the  new  one  in  Rich- 
mond will  open. 


Black  clergy  development 
among  ethnic  programs 


As  one  might  expect,  the 
Synod  of  the  Piedmont,  which 
had  four  predominantly  black 
presbyteries,  had  substantial  in- 
volvement with  programs  for 
members  of  minorities — 
primarily  but  not  solely  blacks. 

The  Black  Clergy  Seminar 
annually  brought  black  ministers 
together  for  four  days  to  con- 
sider various  topics.  Last  year, 
for  example,  the  seminar  focus- 
ed on  leadership  development 
and  management  skills,  said  Dr. 
Joseph  Gaston,  interim  executive 
of  the  Catawba  Unit,  which 
comprises  the  four  predominant- 
ly black  presbyteries. 

The  previous  year's  meeting 
dealt  with  mission  and  leadership 
in  the  small  church,  emphasizing 
evangelism,  stewardship  develop- 
ment, and  several  other  aspects 
of  developing  small  churches. 

"One  [reason  for  the  seminar] 
was  to  give  a  continuing-educa- 
tion  experience  for  black 
pastors,"  Gaston  said.  It  also 
aimed  at  developing  a  support 
system. 

Minority  clergy  recruiting 

was  a  joint  project  of  the  Synods 
of  the  South  and  the  Piedmont. 


"It  was  designed  to  facilitate  the 
recruitment  of  black  clergy  and 
to  address  the  shortage  of  black 
clergy,"  Gaston  said. 

The  program  worked  primari- 
ly through  providing  scholar- 
ships for  theological  students.  A 
committee  from  both  synods  ad- 
ministered the  program  and 
decided  disbursements. 

The  Southeast  Parish  In- 
stitute provided  internships  for 
seminary  students,  tutoring  for 
students  having  difficulty  with 
national  theological  exams,  and 
training  in  church  polity  for 
miniterial  candidates  from  other 
denominations. 

Korean-American  ministries 
are  primarily  those  of  National 
Capital  Presbytery,  which  has  15 
Korean  congregations,  said  Ned 
Kastner  of  the  presbytery  staff. 
A  Korean  Presbyterian  ministries 
committee  meets  monthly;  the 
presbytery  helps  with  educating 
and  holds  training  for  elders  and 
teachers  and  youth  rallies. 

The  presbytery  also  works 
closely  with  searches  for  pastors. 
In  addition,  it  has  developed 
partnerships  with  two 
presbyteries  in  Seoul. 
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N.C.  rich  in  Presbyterian  Colleges 


North  Carolina  has  plenty  of 
one  thing:  Presbyterian  colleges. 
There  are  nine  in  the  state,  more 
than  in  any  other  state  in  the 
country  and  constituting  about 
one  eighth  of  all  Presbyterian 
colleges  nationwide. 

The  Synod  of  North  Carolina 
supported  a  number  of  these; 
others  had  support  from  the 
Synod  of  the  Piedmont  and  the 
South. 


Davidson  and  Queens  Col- 
leges are  two  of  the  oldest 
Presbyterian  schools  in  the  state, 
and  the  synod  began  supportng 
them  years  ago.  Davidson  is  one 
of  the  nation's  leading  liberal- 
arts  colleges. 

Queens  has  made  a  strong 
comeback  from  difficult  times  in 
recent  years  and  has  gained  at- 
tention for  innovative  programs 
involving  the  community. 


Candidates  for  clerk 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

Election  of  the  stated  clerk  will 
be  on  June  14,  an  advance  copy 
of  the  proposed  docket  for  the 
meeting  indicates.  Election  of  the 
moderator  will  be  on  June  8. 

The  candidates  for  moderator 
are  the  Rev.  Juventino  R. 
Ballesteros  of  Savannah,  Ga.; 
the  Rev.  Kenneth  Hall  of  Butler, 
Pa.;  the  Rev.  James  Struthers  of 
Stillwater,  Ok.;  the  Rev.  James 


Spalding  of  Iowa  City,  Iowa; 
and  the  Rev.  Roy  Zuefeldt  of 
Abilene,  Tex. 

All  are  pastors  except  Spald- 
ing, who  is  a  professor  of 
religion. 

Current  Moderator  Isabel 
Rogers  will  preside  over  the 
meeting  until  the  election  of  the 
new  moderator. 


In  the  early  60s,  the  synod 
founded  St.  Andrews  Presby- 
terian College  from  two  existing 
schools.  It  has  a  strong  liberal- 
arts  program  and  gained  national 
recognition  for  its  steps  on  behalf 
of  handicapped  students. 

Warren  Wilson  College  is  a 

nationally  recognized  liberal-arts 
college  with  an  unusual  program: 
students  must  work  at  campus 
jobs,  and  they  must  perform  ser- 
vice projects. 

Lees-McRae  College,  a  junior 
college,  works  hard  with 
underachievers  with  potential, 
preparing  them  to  do  well  when 
they  transfer  to  four-year  institu- 
tions. It  is  now  seeking  four-year 
status. 

Johnson  C.  Smith  University 
and  Barber-Scotia  College  are 
predominantly  black  liberal-arts 
institutions.  Both  were  founded 
by  the  former  United  Presbyter- 
ian Church. 
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Hall,  Andrews  win 
top  Assembly  posts 


Moderator  Kenneth  Hall 

ST.  LOUIS  —  In  a  close, 
hotly  contested  race,  James  E. 
Andrews,  59,  was  re-elected 
stated  clerk,  the  chief  executive 
officer  of  the  General  Assembly 
of  the  Presbyterian  Church 
(U.S.A.).  Andrews,  the  incum- 
bent, won  by  a  25-vote  margin, 
receiving  323  votes  against  298 
cast  for  Harriet  A.  Nelson, 
former  moderator  and  a  staff 
member  of  the  Presbytery  of  the 
Redwoods  in  Novato,  Cal. 

In  another  important  election, 
C.  Kennethy  Hall,  63,  a  pastor 
from  Butler,  Pa.,  was  elected 
moderator  of  the  200th  General 
Assembly.  Hall  was  elected  on 
the  first  ballot  from  a  field  of 
five  candidates. 

Only  one  clerk  nominee 

Nelson,  54,  was  the  sole 
nominee  chosen  by  the  General 
Assembly  committee  charged 
with  selecting  candidates  for  of- 
fice. After  interviewing  seven 
persons,  including  Andrews,  the 
committee  unanimously  recom- 
mended that  Nelson  be  nominat- 
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Stated  Clerk  James  Andrews 

ed  for  the  post.  It  had  been  ex- 
pected to  nominate  two  candi- 
dates. 

However,  from  the  time  that 
committee  reported,  three  days 
before  the  election,  it  was  clear 
that  Andrews's  name  would  be 
placed  in  nomination  from  the 
floor. 

Nominating  speeches  pitted 
Andrews's  experience  and  know- 
ledge of  Presbyterian  affairs 
against  Nelson  as  a  symbol  of 
newness  and  change  in  the 
church. 

J.  Randolph  Taylor,  president 
of  San  Francisco  Theological 
Seminary,  focused  the  campaign 
in  a  sharply  worded  nominating 
speech  for  Nelson  which  called 
the  incumbent  stated  clerk  "a 
reminder  of  a  divided  history," 
and  someone  who  would  bring 
the  "paradigms,  the  politics,  and 
the  policies  of  the  past." 

Andrews  was  stated  clerk  of 
the  Presbyterian  Church  U.S., 
the  Southern  church,  before  re- 
See  ELECTIONS,  Page  16 

Hamil  elected 
to  head  national 
Men's  group 

John  C.  Hamil  of  Jamestown, 
N.C.,  has  been  elected  president 
of  the  national  Presbyterian's 
Men's  organization  at  the 
meeting  of  the  group's  National 
Council  in  St.  Louis  in  April. 

Hamil  has  long  been  active  in 
men's  work.  He  had  been  the 
representative  of  the  Synod  of 
North  Carolina  on  the  national 
group  for  several  years.  He  was 
president  of  the  Men's  Council 
of  that  synod  in  1976  and  of 
Orange  Presbytery  in  1974.  He  is 
an  elder  at  Jamestown  Church. 
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The  Bicentennial  celebration  at  the  Assembly  marked  the  start  of  a  year  long  observance. 

Obedience  report  adopted 


By  Robert  Milks,  Editor 

The  General  Assembly  over- 
whelmingly adopted  a  greatly  re- 
vised version  of  the  controversial 
report  "Christian  Obedience  in  a 
Nuclear  Age."  The  Assembly's 
standing  Committee  on  Peace- 
making and  International  Rela- 
tions spent  hours  on  the  report; 
the  committee's  many  changes 
toned  down  language  in  the 
report  that  many  on  the  commit- 
tee considered  inflammatory, 
shifted  emphasis  to  imply  that 
obedience  to  the  government  is 
the  norm,  and  deleted  as  separate 
sections  paragraphs  on  tax  resist- 
ance, though  the  committee  kept 
some  of  those  paragraphs,  with 
some  changed  wording,  in  other 
sections  of  the  paper. 


The  revised  paper  declares  that 
nuclear  deterrence  is  in  danger  of 
"being  regarded  as  an  adequate, 
permanent  means  to  national  se- 
curity rather  than  an  interim 
measure  of  self  defense"  and 
that  "such  a  policy  is  not  moral- 
ly defensible."  The  committee 
changed  language  calling  nuclear 
deterrence  itself  immoral,  replac- 
ing that  language  with  a  state- 
ment that  nuclear  deterrence  is  in 
danger  of  becoming  an  end  in 
itself. 

The  paper  says  the  church 
must  respect  Christians  who  out 
of  conscience  decide  obedience  to 
God  requires  them  to  not  pay  a 
specific  tax.  The  committee, 
however,  deleted  recommenda- 
tions calling  for  concrete  ways  to 
aid  tax  resisters.  The  revised 


paper  does  say  the  church  should 
give  "emotional  support"  to 
them. 

Remarkably,  when  the  paper 
reached  the  floor  of  the  Assem- 
bly, it  passed  with  no  amend- 
ments and  with  virtually  no  ef- 
fort to  make  further  changes  in 
it.  Debate  at  that  point  was  not 
nearly  as  long  as  many  at  the 
Assembly  assumed  it  would  be. 
The  vote  to  adopt  the  paper  was 
502-68. 

The  primary  reason  for  such 
ease  of  passage  was  probably  the 
presentation  by  the  Peacemaking 
Committee.  Moderator  Sue  Ann 
Looft  told  commisioners  the 
group  was  "blessed  with  the 
diversity  characteristic  of  this 

See  OBEDIENCE,  Page  16 


Transitional  staff  named, 
synod's  fall  assembly  set 


John  C.  Hamil 

In  the  fall  of  1986,  Hamil  was 
among  a  small  group  of  Ameri- 
can Presbyterians  who  trained 
Christian  lay  leaders  in  Egypt. 
Pastors  have  traditionally  done 
most  work  in  the  church  there; 
Egyptian  Christians  invited  the 
Presbyterian  Men  to  help  start 
more  lay  mission  work  through 
the  training. 

Hamil,  68,  is  a  graduate  of  the 
University  of  Alabama  and  holds 
an  M.B.A.  degree  from  the  Uni- 
versity of  Chicago  and  a  doctor- 
ate in  education  from  N.C.  State 
University.  He  is  a  consultant  in 
management. 


The  synod's  Transitional 
Council  has  appointed  some 
members  from  the  current  synod 
staff  to  serve  as  transitional  staff, 
filling  positions  under  the  new 
structural  design  approved  at  the 
first  assembly  until  permanent 
staff  persons  are  named.  The 
Council  also  set  the  date  for  the 
second  assembly:  Monday- 
Tuesday,  October  3-4,  in 
Richmond. 

The  Council  made  these  deci- 
sions at  its  meeting  June  2-3. 

Commissioners  and  others  at 
the  assembly  will  stay  at  the 
Holiday  Inn  Mid-town  in  Rich- 
mond and  meet  at  Grace  Cove- 
nant Church. 

The  transitional  staff  positions 
are  to  provide  continuity  of  staff 
support  from  now  until  the 
synod  completes  its  permanent 
staffing.  Current  positions  end 
Dec.  31;  some  of  the  transitional 
positions  will  continue  through 
June  1989. 

A  search  committee  is  working 
now  to  recommend  a  synod  exe- 


cutive; the  current  goal  is  to 
nominate  that  person  at  the  Oc- 
tober synod  assembly,  with  the 
executive,  if  elected,  to  begin 
work  Jan.  1.  Some  positions 
under  the  new  structure  may  not 
be  filled  for  some  time  there- 
after, thus  the  need  for  transi- 
tional staff. 

"We  are  committed  to  equal- 
opportunity  employment  proce- 
dures, which  take  some  time  to 
complete,"  said  Transitional 
Executive  Director  Lowelle 
Simms. 

Transitional  positions  include 
associate  for  finance  and  treasur- 
er, Gwen  Kincaid,  of  the  Raleigh 
office;  associate  for  racial  and 
ethnic  and  presbytery  partner- 
ship ministries,  the  Rev.  Wayne 
Moulder,  of  the  Baltimore  of- 
fice; associate  for  synod  mini- 
stries, the  Rev.  Dennis  Schulz,  of 
the  Roanoke  office. 

Also,  administrative  associate, 
Diane  Austin,  Ra  immu 

See  STAF!  16 
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Canon  named  interim  president  of  Warren  Wilson 


Mother  Teresa  speaks  prior  to  the  Assembly. 

Mother  Teresa  speaks  at 
pro-life  sponsored  service 


ST.  LOUIS  —  The  issue  of 
abortion  was  back  before  the 
Assembly  again;  this  time,  com- 
missioners voted  for  a  new  task 
force  to  study  abortion.  Pro-life 
forces  also  questioned  the  Pen- 
sion Board's  policies  in  regard  to 
funding  abortions. 

Meanwhile,  over  2,000  people 
attended  an  unofficial  gathering 
that  featured  Mother  Teresa  as 
the  main  speaker  at  a  worship 
service  prior  to  the  General 
Assembly. 

It  was  sponsored  by  the  advo- 
cacy group,  Presbyterians  Pro- 
Life,  on  Tuesday  afternoon. 
Commissioners  were  given  re- 
served seats  in  the  front;  the  back 
of  the  hall  was  open  to  the  pub- 
lic. The  room  was  completely 
full,  with  people  standing. 

Special  guests  included  Arch- 
bishop May,  Cardinal  Ritter, 
representatives  of  the  Sisters  of 
Charity  of  St.  Louis,  Mayor 
Schoemehel,  and  Father  Valen- 
tine Young  from  St.  Patrick 
Catholic  Church. 


But  when  Mother  Teresa 
quietly  walked  into  the  room,  the 
semblance  of  a  worship  service 
vanished  and  persons  in  the  con- 
gregation turned  into  an  audi- 
ence, along  with  the  press,  rush- 
ing to  the  front  for  pictures  and 
a  better  glimpse  of  the  famous 
personality,  known  for  her  con- 
cern and  help  for  the  poor  and 
hungry  of  the  world. 

Quiet  was  restored.  Mother 
Teresa  then  began  to  talk  in  a 
quiet,  forceful  manner  on  the 
subject  of  love. 

The  Catholic  nun  said,  "We 
must  thank  God  for  his  great 
love.  We  must  realize  the  great- 
ness of  his  love  for  each  one  of 
us.  None  of  us  would  be  here  had 
not  the  good  God  put  love  in  the 
heart  of  our  mother." 

The  sister  then  made  a  state- 
ment surrounding  the  scripture 
where  Mary  went  to  Elizabeth 
"and  the  unborn  child  in  the 
womb  of  Elizabeth  leapt  with 
joy."  Mother  Teresa  said,  "God 
used  an  unborn  child  to  proclaim 
the  coming  of  Christ." 


Dr.  Alfred  O.  Canon  has  been 
named  interim  president  of  War- 
ren Wilson  College,  trustee  chair- 
man Hugh  D.  Verner  of  Char- 
lotte has  announced.  Canon  will 
come  to  Warren  Wilson  from  the 
University  of  North  Carolina  at 
Asheville,  where  he  is  vice- 
chancellor  for  university  rela- 
tions and  lecturer  in  political 
science. 

Canon  will  succeed  John 
Carey,  who  resigned  effective 
June  30  at  the  April  meeting  of 
the  board  of  trustees. 

Commenting  on  the  board's 
announcement,  Verner  said, 
"We  have  hired  an  interim  presi- 
dent who  is  not  a  caretaker,  but 
someone  who  will  move  us  for- 
ward. The  college  is  strong  finan- 
cially— there  is  no  debt,  and  our 
enrollment  outlook  is  very  pro- 
mising, with  admissions  numbers 
running  60  percent  ahead  of  last 
year.  So  we  are  delighted  to  have 
as  our  leader  an  educator  with 
significant  accomplishments  and 
depth  of  experience  at  the  highest 
levels  of  college  administration, 
including  academic  affairs,  fund- 
raising,  student  affairs,  and  the 
presidency  of  two  colleges." 

Canon's  25  years  of  experience 
in  higher  education  administra- 
tion includes  service  as  vice- 
president  for  development  at 
Peace  College,  president  of 
Drury  College,  and  dean  of  the 
college,  president,  and  then 
chancellor  of  Queens  College. 

During  his  eight  years  at 
UNC-A,  Canon  was  responsible 
for  many  of  the  innovations  at 
the  institution,  including  the 
establishment  of  the  first  alumni 
office,  with  a  resulting  300  per- 
cent increase  in  the  number  of 
alumni  donors,  and  the  establish- 
ment of  the  first  grants  and  con- 
tracts office,  which  increased 
grants  from  $45,300  per  year  to 
$477,092  in  1987.  He  also  played 
a  leadership  role  in  the  establish- 
ment of  the  Mills  and  Belk  en- 
dowed professorships  in  the 
UNC-A  Foundation  and  in  the 


Bicentennial  celebration  begins 


ST.  LOUIS  —  Celebration 
was  the  keynote  of  the  presenta- 
tion by  the  Bicentennial  Commit- 
tee at  the  General  Assembly  on 
Sunday  night,  June  12.  Over 
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5,000  Presbyterians  filled  the 
Assembly  hall  and  then  marched 
up  the  street  behind  bagpipes  to 
the  St.  Louis  Centre  for  a  recep- 
tion honoring  the  new  moder- 
ator, C.  Kenneth  Hall. 

A  handclapping  "Amen" 
closed  the  hour-long  "Celebrate 
the  Journey"  kickoff  which  was 
broadcast  live  from  the  conven- 
tion center  to  churches  and  cable 
television  outlets  around  the 
country. 

The  event  opened  with  a  mes- 
sage from  Isabel  Rogers,  outgo- 
ing moderator,  expressing  excite- 


ment about  the  200th  anniver- 
sary of  the  General  Assembly. 
She  pointed  the  direction  of  the 
celebration,  which  will  continue 
all  year.  The  new  moderator  also 
spoke  during  the  special  event. 

The  program  continued  with  a 
presentation  by  Moriah,  the 
drama  group  which  will  make 
presentations  around  the  church 
upon  request  during  the  coming 
year.  A  song  and  dance  number 
during  the  program  featured  the 
diversity  of  the  church  and  also 
a  circle  of  unity. 


Dr.  Alfred  O.  Canon 

doubling  of  Foundation  assets 
over  the  past  four  years. 

David  G:  Brown,  Chancellor 
at  UNC-A,  said,  "We  are  most 
proud  that  Warren  Wilson  Col- 
lege has  chosen  Alf  Canon. 
There  are  few  individuals  in  the 
community  who  are  known  by  as 
many  in  the  community  and  are 
held  in  as  much  respect.  Alf 
Canon's  achievements  at  UNC- 


A  are  manifpld,  including  tripl- 
ing the  number  of  alumni  don- 
ors, tripling  our  endowment, 
establishing  our  conference 
center  and  pioneering  with 
Leadership  Asheville  and 
Leadership  Hendersonville.  Alf 
knows  the  academic  programs, 
the  college  presidency,  the 
Presbyterian  Church,  and  War- 
ren Wilson  College.  This  ap- 
pointment deepens  further  the 
strong  relationship  between 
UNC-A  and  Warren  Wilson." 

In  accepting  the  position, 
Canon  said,  "It  is  a  great  honor 
to  be  associated  with  a  splendid 
liberal-arts  college  which  has. 
such  a  proud  and  distinguished 
heritage  and  tradition.  I  look  for- 
ward to  the  challenge  of  working 
with  such  a  dedicated  gruop  of 
students,  faculty,  staff,  and 
trustees  who  share  a  common  vi- 
sion of  quality  instruction,  the 
work  experience,  the  service 
component,  and  a  sense  of  com- 
munity." 


Assembly  adopts  compromise 
on  retirement  homes  proposal 


ST  LOUIS  —  The  Assem- 
bly adopted  a  portion  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  on 
Pensions  and  Benefits  which 
presented  a  compromise  to  the 
controversial  proposal  from 
the  Board  of  Pensions  to 
divest  itself  of  retirement 
homes  and  move  to  a  system 
of  housing  assistance  sup- 
plements for  retired  mission- 
aries, ministers,  and  commis- 
sioned church  workers. 

The  compromise  report  set 
up  a  system  of  priorities  for 
admission  to  Westminster 
Gardens  in  Duarte,  Ca.,  and 
moved  to  solicit  admission 
funds  from  the  Bicentennial 
Fund  and  other  sources  for 
expansion  of  that  complex  in- 
cluding additional  units,  a 
skilled  nursing  center,  and  a 
personal  care  unit. 

The  Assembly  also  voted  to 
retain  clusters  at  Morgan- 
wood  in  Swarthmore,  Pa., 
and  El  Sombroso  Oaks  in  Los 
Gatos,  Ca.,  and  to  use  the 
same  system  of  admissions 
priorities  as  those  in  use  at 
Westminster  Gardens.  The  ac- 
tion prohibits  sale  of  any  of 
these  units  without  General 
Assembly  approval. 

Included  in  the  proposal  is 
a  move  to  make  each  of  the 
clusters  self-supporting. 

The  committee  proposed 
further  that  the  Bicentennial 
Fund  and  other  sources  be 


solicited  to  endow  housing 
assistance  supplements,  and 
that  such  supplements  be  in- 
stituted as  funds  become 
available  both  from  the 
Bicentennial  Fund  and  from 
sale  of  other  housing  units. 
The  action  also  calls  for  the 
inclusion  of  lay  employees  in 
the  housing  assistance  supple- 
ments as  funds  permit. 

The  report  calls  for  repre- 
sentatives of  the  Board  of 
Pensions  to  meet  annually 
with  resident  groups  to  review 
housing  programs  and  to  con- 
tinue consultations  with  the 
Global  Mission  Ministry  Unit, 
the  Church  Vocations  Mini- 
stry Unit,  and  Presbyterian- 
related  homes  on  housing 
needs  for  retirees. 

The  board  is  asked  to  eval- 
uate and  review  the  program 
and  report  to  the  1991  General 
Assembly  with  a  review  team 
to  include  at  least  one  current 
resident  from  a  board-owned 
home  and  one  person  from 
the  waiting  list.  The  study 
mandated  by  the  1987  General 
Assembly  was  referred  to  the 
Church  Vocations  Ministry 
Unit. 

The  committee  recom- 
mended non-concurrence  with 
a  group  of  overtures  which 
addressed  all  the  issues  raised. 
The  motion  passed  by  con- 
sensus. 


Response  to  Palestinian  uprising  criticized 


ST  LOUIS  —  The  General  As- 
sembly adopted  a  resolution 
which  criticized  Israeli  actions  in 
response  to  the  recent  Palestinian 
uprising.  In  doing  so,  the  Assem- 
bly defeated  an  amendment  pro- 
posed from  the  floor  that  would 
have  called  on  Palestinians  to 
recognize  the  right  of  Israel  to  ex- 
ist. The  action  came  during  the 
first  part  of  the  report  of  the 
Assembly's  Committee  on 
Peacemaking  and  International 
Relations. 

The  context  of  debate  over 
that  amendment  was  the  need  for 
mutual  recognition  between 
Palestinians  and  the  Israelis.  The 
amendment,  proposed  by 
Charles  Hunter  of  Mecklenburg 
Presbytery,  would  have  been 
added  to  a  statement  calling  on 
the  Palestinian  leadership  to 


renew  commitment  to  an  interna- 
tional peace  conference  and  the 
leadership  and  people  to  "exert 
sustained  efforts  to  control  acts 
of  violence." 

After  the  amendment  was 
moved,  Nadim  Saikaly,  of  East 
Iowa  Presbytery,  said  that  if  the 
Assembly  accepted  the  amend- 
ment, before  it  did  anything  else 
it  should  ask  Israel  to  accept  the 
Palestinians  as  a  legitimate  peo- 
ple of  the  land.  "One  without  the 
other  is  unfair,"  he  said. 

A  commissioner  then  asked 
that  former  Moderator  Benjamin 
Weir,  longtime  missionary  in 
Lebanon,  speak  to  whether  it  is 
true  that  the  Palestine  Libera- 
tion Organization  acknowledges 
the  right  of  Israel  to  exist.  Weir 
said  the  PLO  recognizes  that 
right  when  there  is  a  mutual 


recognition.  The  amendment  was 
defeated  by  a  vote  of  390-165. 

Another  attempted  amend- 
ment would  have  deleted  a  call 
on  the  U.S.  government  to  per- 
mit the  PLO  office  at  the  United 
Nations  to  remain  open.  That 
amendment  also  lost,  448-92. 

The  resolution,  amended 
somewhat  by  the  Peacemaking 
Committee,  calls  on  Israel  to 
"cease  the  systematic  violation 
of  the  human  rights  of  Palesti- 
nians in  the  occupied  territories, 
(including)  administrative  deten- 
tion, collective  punishment,  the 
torture  of  prisoners  and  suspects, 
and  the  deportation  of  dissi- 
dents." It  also  called  on  Israel  to 
end  its  settlements  policy  in  the 
occupied  territories  and  end  its 
occupation  of  the  West  Bank  and 
Gaza. 


The  resolution  calls  on  the 
U.S.  government  to  "discourage 
retaliation  as  a  counter-terror 
strategy  (and)  address  the  injus- 
tices which  are  among  the  root 
causes  of  terrorism";  insist  that 
"U.S.  weapons  supplied  for 
Israeli  defense  not  be  used 
against  civilian  populations  in 
the  occupied  territories  (and  that) 
further  military... assistance  to 
Israel  be  contingent  upon  the 
cessation  of  repression  against 
Palestinians  in  the  occupied  ter- 
ritories"; to  condemn  "human 
rights  abuses  by  the  government 
of  Israel  in  the  occupied  terri- 
tories"; and  to  "stop  all  aid  to 
Israel  which  subsidizes  new 
Israeli  settlements  in  the  oc- 
cupied territories." 

The  resolution  passed  by  a 
vote  of  494-6T 
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Christian  Caring 
Can  Work 
Wonders 
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...It  Takes 

A  Good  Strong  Foundation 

Take  positive  action  to  im- 
prove the  quality  of  life  for 
others.  It  gives  a  feeling  of 
satisfaction  that's  hard  to 
match. 

You  make  the  difference. 

Many  opportunities  to 
show  your  concern  are 
available  through  Deferred 
Giving  Plans  from  the 
Presbyterian  Church 
(U.S.A.)  Foundation. 

You  can  receive  a  guaran- 
teed income  for  life,  and 
may  receive  certain  tax  ad- 
vantages. Above  all,  you 
assure  that  your  steward- 
ship goes  on  forever. 

What  more  can  you  ask? 

Complete  information  on 
the  six  plans  available. 

Write  today.  Presbyterian 
Church  (U.S.A.)  Foundation, 
3 1 2  West  TVade  Street,  Suite 
400,  Charlotte, 
NC  28202. 


Presbyterian  Church 
(U.S.A.)  Foundation 


New  York.  New  York  Charlotte.  North  Carolina 
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Communication,  teamwork  necessary  in  church 


There  are  two  buzz  words  getting 
much  use  in  the  church  these  days:  com- 
munication and  teamwork.  Whether  we 
be  paid  staff  or  volunteers,  those  two 
words  are  often  used  or  heard  in  the 
church.  In  a  sense  they  are  also  very 
dependent  upon  one  another:  you  can- 
not have  one  without  the  other. 

For  there  to  be  teamwork,  there  must 
be  communication  between  or  among 
those  who  are  on  the  team.  Communica- 
tion cannot  happen  unless  you  have 
someone  else  who  is  willing  to  respond 
to  your  initiative.  That  is  to  say,  com- 
munication is  not  simply  a  matter  of 
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sending  messages;  communication  is  a 
process  of  sending  messages  and  receiv- 
ing responses.  Communication  requires 
a  partner:  someone  who  is  willing  to 
work  with  you  in  the  give-and-take  of 


message  giving. 

Communication  is  a  rich  activity.  It 
can  involve  us  in  a  great  number  of 
ways.  It  can  be  verbal  or  non-verbal;  it 
can  be  written  or  acted  out.  Indeed,  we 
send  a  message  when  we  decide  to  ignore 
one  another.  We  can  say  one  thing  with 
our  words  and  convey  another  thing 
with  our  body  language.  Personally,  I 
find  the  subject  fascinating  to  con- 
template; I  have  found  it  helpful  to  ex- 
periment with  it,  and  learn  from  it. 

Within  the  context  of  how  I  have 
described  it  above,  I  want  to  invite  you 
to  participate  in  some  communication 


and  teamwork  within  this  Synod  of  the 
Mid-Atlantic.  I  invite  you  to  be  on  the 
team  of  persons  who  are  at  work  shap- 
ing the  synod  for  the  future.  A  helpful 
way  of  doing  that  would  be  your  mak- 
ing suggestions  to  staff  and  elected  per- 
sons who  are  leading  the  synod. 

Send  us  your  messages  so  that  we  can 
respond,  so  that  communication  can 
begin.  Keep  us  informed:  tell  us  how  we 
are  doing,  whether  you  approve  of  what 
you  see  and  experience  or  whether  you 
do  not.  We  do  not  promise  to  follow 
every  suggestion,  but  we  do  promise  that 
we  will  listen. 


Bceman  elected  to  head  GAC 


Josiah  Beeman,  elder  and  a  govern- 
ment relations  consultant  from  Wash- 
ington, D.C.,  was  elected  moderator  of 
the  General  Assembly  Council  when  it 
met  here  prior  to  the  200th  General 
Assembly. 

Beeman  won  on  the  first  ballot,  the 


first  time  this  has  occurred  in  the  five-year 
history  of  the  council.  The  council  was 
formed  when  the  two  predecessor  denom- 
inations united  in  1983;  it  was  charged 
with  responsibility  for  putting  together 
the  church.  Beeman  was  a  leader  in  this 
project. 


Transitional  work  nears 
close;  new  forms  start 


Friends,  the  end  is  in  sight.  The  end 
of  synod  and  presbytery  boundary  com- 
mittees, transitional  councils,  interim 
committees,  joint  committees,  transition 
teams.  Since  1983  hundreds  of  commit- 
ted persons  have  worked  thousands  of 
hours  on  the  structures  of  the  govern- 
ing bodies,  agencies,  and  organizations 
of  this  new  church. 

With  the  approval  of  the  boundaries 
for  our  synod  in  1987,  work  began  on 
the  formation  of  the  Coordinating  Team 
for  Presbyterian  Women  in  the  synod. 
Three  meetings  were  held  in  the  fall  of 
a  Transition  Team  made  up  of  equal 
numbers  of  Women  of  the  Church  from 
North  Carolina  and  Virginia  and  of 
United  Presbyterian  Women  from  the 
Synodical  of  the  Piedmont. 

The  Transition  Team  understood  its 
job  to  be  to  develop  a  method  of  elec- 
tion of  the  first  Coordinating  Team  for 
the  synod,  to  agree  on  its  relationship 
to  the  Synod  Council,  develop  an  in- 
terim budget,  and  to  make  recom- 
mendations to  the  first  Coordinating 
Team  on  such  matters  as  gatherings, 
conferences,  enabler  training  in  1989, 
financial  support,  and  the  need  for  an- 
nual evaluations. 

An  Interim  Nominating  Committee 
was  meeting  at  the  same  time  to  select 
1 1  women  to  serve  on  the  Coordination 
Team.  It  was  agreed  that  the  vote  on 
these  women  would  be  done  by  presby- 
tery-level Women  of  the  Church  and 
United  Presbyterian  Women  Councils, 
and  this  was  done  before  1  March. 

It  had  been  agreed  by  the  Transition 
Team  that  these  women  be  "commis- 
sioned" as  they  are  serving  in  "the  be- 
tween times"  before  the  formation  of- 
ficially of  Presbyterian  Women  and 
while  WOC  and  UPW  are  still  function- 
ing. So  at  a  worship  service  21  May  in 
Lynchburg,  Va.,  these  11  women  were 
charged  on  their  new  work  by  Vera 
Swann  and  Frances  Unsell,  area  asso- 
ciates in  the  Women's  Ministry  Unit, 
from  Atlanta  and  New  York. 

The  range  of  experiences  of  these 
women  in  the  Presbyterian  Church  is  in- 
dicative of  their  love  for  the  church  and 
their  devotion  to  their  Lord.  They  serve 
on  sessions,  on  committees  in  their 
presbyteries,  the  synod,  the  General 
Assembly.  They  are  on  transition  teams 
and  committees.  They  have  been  com- 
missioners to  the  synod  and  the  General 
Assembly.  And  they  have  also  pursued 
careers  and  been  active  in  their  com- 
munities. Let  me  introduce  them  to  you. 

The  vice-moderator  is  Grace  Solomon 
of  Charlotte,  N.C.  An  elementary- 
school  teacher,  she  also  serves  on  her 
presbytery's  Committee  on  the  Prepara- 
tion for  Ministry.  Estelle  Curley  of 
!  Si  -ensboro,  N.C,  secretary,  is  librarian 
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at  A&T  State  University  and  works  in 
a  community  organization  sponsoring 
educational  programs  for  young  people. 

The  treasurer,  Patsy  Weeks  of  Rad- 
ford, Va.,  owns  a  bookkeeping  service 
and  is  completing  a  term  as  Fincastle 
Presbytery's  WOC  president.  The  repre- 
sentative to  the  Churchwide  Coor- 
dinating Team  is  Barbara  McLean  of 
Asheville,  N.C,  a  nursing  administra- 
tion coordinator  in  a  rehabilitation 
hospital  and  on  the  presbytery's  Chris- 
tian Education  Committee. 

Sara  Cordery,  of  White  Hall,  Md.,  is 
the  racial-ethnic  member-at-large.  Sara 
taught  for  many  years  at  Morgan  State 
University  and  is  now  interim  dean  of 
students  at  Barber-Scotia  College.  For 
six  years  she  chaired  the  G.A.  Commit- 
tee on  Self-Development  of  People.  Lin- 
da Schrock,  of  Goldsboro,  N.C,  will 
serve  as  the  moderator  of  the  Search 
Committee.  Linda  owns  and  operates  a 
craft-gift  shop,  and  is  the  vice-president 
of  the  Goldsboro  B&PW  organization. 

Others  serving  on  the  Search  Commit- 
tee with  Linda  are  Ruth  Brewer,  Rocky 
Mount,  N.C;  Margaret  Carter,  Char- 
lottesville, Va.;  Jane  Cunningham, 
Smithfield,  N.C;  and  Wyllian  Yockey, 
Hampstead,  Md. 

Moderators,  co-moderators,  and 
moderators-elect  from  the  presbyteries 
will  complete  the  Synod  Coordinating 
Team  for  Presbyterian  Women.  It  will 
be  my  great  joy  as  moderator  to  serve 
the  new  synod  with  this  extraordinary 
group  of  women. 

In  July  at  a  gathering  in  Indiana, 
Presbyterian  Women  will  begin,  mark- 
ing the  end  of  Women  of  the  Church 
and  United  Presbyterian  Women.  While 
we  reflect  on  the  support  for  women 
throughout  the  years  in  those  organiza- 
tions, we  can  look  forward  with  antici- 
pation to  the  possibilities  of  the  new. 

Our  hope  is  like  that  of  Cleda  Losey, 
nominee  for  moderator  of  the  Church- 
wide  Coordinating  Team  for  Presby- 
terian Women  —  "Not  as  a  separate  en- 
tity but  as  a  strong  and  supportive  arm 
of  the  church,  Presbyterian  Women  can 
promote  unity  and  develop  an  inclusive, 
caring  community." 

Anne  Treichler  is  the  new  moderator 
for  Presbyterian  Women  in  the  Synod 
of  the  Mid-Atlantic.  She  lives  in 
Williamsburg,  Va. 


Andrews:  church  needs  to 
internalize  mission  design 


Stated  clerk  James  E.  Andrews  said 
during  his  report  to  General  Assembly  on 
June  8  that  the  church  now  needs  most 
to  internalize  the  structural  design  for 
mission.  He  reminded  commissioners  that 
the  design  is  the  product  of  many  years 
of  work  and  suggested  that  it  would  be 
best  if  the  church  were  not  in  too  much 
of  a  hurry  to  change  it. 

Andrews  prefaced  his  remarks  with  a 
statement  that  the  purpose  of  a  stated 
clerk's  report  is  to  discuss  trends  in  the 
church  and  to  offer  suggestions  for  future 
action. 

Part  of  his  report  was  to  introduce 
Associated  Stated  Clerk  Otto  Finkbeiner, 
who  is  retiring  this  year  after  41  years'  ser- 
vice to  the  church,  35  of  which  have  been 
in  the  office  of  the  stated  clerk. 

Finkbeiner  briefly  addressed  the  As- 
sembly, giving  highlights  of  his  career  and 
leaving  two  parting  challenges.  First,  he 
said,  it  is  time  to  put  restructure  behind 
us  and  to  allow  the  staff  now  being  hired 
to  get  on  with  the  work  envisioned  in  reu- 
nion. His  second  challenge  was  to  reverse 
the  membership  decline  of  the  church, 
which  he  said  would  mean  the  end  of  the 
Presbyterian  Church  (U.S.A.)  in  2061  if 
the  decline  continues  at  its  present  rate. 

Andrews  nominated,  and  the  Assembly 
elected,  William  B.  Miller  as  associate 
stated  clerk  and  director  of  the  depart- 
ment of  history.  Miller  addressed  the 
Assembly,  stating  his  gratitude  that  the 
Presbyterian  interest  in  history  has  now 
been  formalized  with  the  election  of  the 
director  of  that  department  as  an  asso- 


ciate stated  clerk. 

He  said  that  the  General  Assembly  has 
kept  its  minutes  since  1790  and  has  had 
an  historical  society  since  1852. 

Andrews  sounded  a  note  of  caution, 
saying  that  our  Presbyterian  enthusiasm 
has  a  tendency  to  lead  us  to  do  every- 
thing, and  that  it  becomes  difficult  to  stop 
doing  anything.  He  urged  a  time  of  get- 
ting the  General  Assembly  agencies  and 
structures  together  in  one  place,  and  of 
becoming  familiar  with  the  design  for 
mission  before  making  large  numbers  of 
changes  which  would  force  staff  to  alter 
in  midstream. 

He  also  stated  a  need  to  establish  pat- 
terns which  legitimate  dissent  within  the 
church.  He  said  there  is  no  greater  heresy 
than  the  often-stated  remark,  "the  voice 
of  the  people  is  the  voice  of  God." 

He  affirmed  the  title,  "Structural 
Design  for  Mission,"  with  the  statement 
that  it  is  highly  significant  that  the 
Presbyterian  Church,  glued  together  by 
its  polity,  has  finally  stated  that  mission 
is  the  major  emphasis  of  that  polity. 

He  posed  a  question  as  to  whether  the 
General  Assembly  must  inevitably  be- 
come a  convention  in  which  the  ultimate 
decision-making  is  delegated  to  smaller 
groups  because  the  Assembly  simply  be- 
comes too  large  to  function  as  a  delib- 
erative body.  He  issued  the  challenge  for 
a  system  of  responsibility  in  which  com- 
missioners, staff,  and  other  delegated 
bodies  fully  share  the  responsibility  of  the 
decisions  to  be  made  and  their  effect  on 
the  work  of  the  church. 


In  old  age,  another  reason  why 
it  is  trouble  to  go  to  church 


Acts  2:1  —  "When  the  day  of 
Pentecost  had  come,  they  were  all 
together  in  one  place." 

In  many  years  as  a  pastor  I  have  heard 
many  reasons  why  it  is  trouble  to  come 
to  church.  Now  I  have  a  physical  ail- 
ment that  makes  it  ever  more  difficult 
to  get  me  to  church.  Of  course,  the  dif- 
ficulty has  to  be  borne  by  the  one  who 
gets  me  to  church.  I  have  to  be  poured 
into  the  car  at  home  and  almost  carried 
into  the  church  when  I  get  there. 

Jeannie  Glasgow  was  the  pioneer  for 
ramps  getting  into  First  Church.  But  ac- 
tually, being  with  the  congregation 
means  so  much  to  me  that  I  want  to  con- 
tinue to  go  as  long  as  I  possibly  can. 
And  the  one  who  gets  me  there  is  the 
kind  of  person  who  makes  me  feel  that 
it  is  her  privilege  to  help  me. 

The  first  Christians  described  in  Acts 
saw  the  advantage  of  being  in  one  place 
together. 

I  know  the  advantage  of  being  able  to 
be  present  by  television.  That  is  so  much 
better  than  not  being  at  worship  at  all. 
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But  it  does  not  take  the  place  of  actual- 
ly being  present. 

I  have  heard  that  some  had  rather 
worship  on  TV  because  they  are  not  em- 
barrassed when  the  offering  plate  comes 
around  and  TV  worship  does  not  in- 
volve as  much  commitment  as  actually 
being  present  does. 

But  to  be  actually  a  part  of  the  wor- 
shipping congregation  has  positive  value 
too.  It  is  of  value  to  me  not  just  because 
it  is  not  an  escape  from  involvement,  it 
is  a  positive  contribution  to  the  sense  of 
communion  and  fellowship  that  I  need 
more  and  more. 

Dr.  Kraemer  is  former  president  of 
the  Presbyterian  School  of  Christian 
Education,  former  moderator  of  the 
Presbyterian  Church  U.S.,  and  pastor 
emeritus  of  First  Church  of  Charlotte, 
N.C. 
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What  we  have  done  to  Jesus's  beautiful  idea 


"0  Lord  Jesus,  you  had  such  a  beau- 
tiful idea,  and  look  at  what  we  done 
with  it."  This  comment  was  made  by  a 
friend  nearly  15  years  ago  in  the  midst 
of  another  reorganization  time  for  the 
Presbyterian  Church. 

It  has  come  to  mind  frequently  over 
the  past  few  months  as  I  sit  in  meetings, 
read  reports,  answer  correspondence  and 
the  telephone.  Depending  on  your  in- 
tonation, the  second  part  of  the  sentence 
can  serve  to  express  despair  or  hope.  But 
whatever  our  mood  for  the  moment,  we 
are  reminded  by  the  first  part  of  the 
sentence  that  there  is  a  mark  by  which 
we  can  measure  the  depths  of  our 
despair  or  the  intensity  of  our  hope  — 
Jesus  had  an  "idea." 

Ever  since  Jesus  formed  that  first 


By 
Davis 
Yeuell 


group  of  disciples  around  his  announce- 
ment of  the  presence  of  the  Rule  of  God, 
we  have  struggled  to  give  expression  to 
that  Rule  through  ways  that  we  organize 
the  church  and  deploy  personnel. 

Our  efforts  are  accompanied  by  tre- 
mendous costs  in  spiritual  energy,  time, 
and  dollars.  There  are  those  worrisome 


moments  when  we  wonder  if  all  this 
energy,  time,  and  money  might  better  be 
applied  elsewhere.  What  of  those  mis- 
sion/program concerns  which  are  put  on 
hold  while  staff  and  elected  volunteers 
are  immersed  in  reorganization?  And 
the  time  involved? 

We  have  recently  completed  five 
years'  work  on  reunion  and  restructure. 
If  past  experience  is  any  guide,  another 
two  or  three  years  will  pass  before  the 
Synod  of  the  Mid-Atlantic  will  settle 
down  to  productive  mission.  It  is  the 
above  questions  and  related  issues  that 
tempt  one  to  despair  —  to  see  Jesus's 
"idea"  as  mangled  beyond  recognition 
by  our  misbehavior. 

But  Jesus'  "idea"  of  a  community 
called  out  and  organized  for  mission  will 


not  die.  It  persists  through  all  of  our  ef- 
forts to  shape  and  reshape  structures 
and  deployment  of  resources.  Hope  is 
located  in  the  persistence  of  the  "idea," 
the  presence  of  the  Rule  of  God,  the 
continuing  flow  of  God's  mercy  and 
justice  in  the  lives  of  people  and  their 
institutions. 

There  have  been  moments  in  the  past 
five  years  when  in  our  words  we  have 
been  given  signs  of  the  Presence  and  ex- 
perienced the  flow  of  mercy  and  justice. 
We  can  "look  at  what  we  done  with  it," 
derive  satisfaction,  and  give  thanks. 

Davis  Yeuell  is  administrator  of  the 
Roanoke  office  of  the  Synod  of  the  Mid- 
Atlantic  and  former  executive  of  the 
Synod  of  the  Virginias. 


Daring  to  be  silent 


"We  do  not  know  each  other  yet... 
because  we  have  not  dared  to  be  silent 
together!" 

We  have  crowded  between  us  words 
and  things  —  and  like  Adam  and  Eve, 
we  are  afraid  and  ashamed,  so  we  hide 
from  each  other  behind  fig  leaves. 

How  can  I  come  to  know  you  and  you 
to  know  me  —  if  we  hide  from  one 
another? 

Dare  to  be  silent  with  me!  Dare  to 
hear  my  heart  beat,  my  breathing,  dare 
to  experience  the  rhythm  of  my  spirit! 
Will  we  dare  to  hear  the  sounds  beneath 
the  silence?  Why  do  we  deny  ourselves 
of  such  intimacy? 

Perhaps  it  is  the  intimacy  itself  we 
fear.  Let  us  not  clutter  between  us  mean- 
ingless words.  Let  us  dare  to  be  silent 
together. 

•  •  • 

It  was  20  below  zero  as  I  walked  the 
embankment  of  the  St.  Croix  River 
which  divides  Minnesota  from  Wiscon- 
sin. At  such  a  temperature  it  is  very, 
very  quiet.  There  are  long  moments  of 
no  sound!  As  I  walked  I  heard  snow 
popping  beneath  me... I  could  hear  a  leaf 
—  left  over  from  fall  —  hit  the  ground. 

But  more  than  these,  I  heard  the  St. 
Croix  River  cracking  —  like  ice  cubes 
dropped  into  warm  water.  What  beau- 
tiful sounds  they  were. 

•  •  • 

I  was  leading  the  congregation  in  a 
period  of  silent  prayer.  The  seconds  felt 
like  minutes  and  the  five  minutes  felt 
like  five  hours.  After  hearing  the  growl- 
ing of  empty  stomachs,  I  could  feel  the 
need  to  crowd  the  silence  with  words. 

And  then  a  child  dropped  a  marble 


By 
Tyrone 
Burkette 


which  rolled  progressively  down  to  the 
altar.  It  was  a  welcome  break  from  the 
silence  which  I  had  come  to  insist  upon 
maintaining.  We  all  knew  we  were 
afraid  of  the  silence  and  the  intimacy  it 
forced  upon  us. 

•  •  • 

What  is  in  the  nature  of  silence  that 
causes  me  to  be  so  intentional  in 
avoiding  it,  especially  when  I  am  alone? 
I  welcome  the  sounds  of  the  background 
—  the  refrigerator,  air  conditioner  com- 
ing on  and  going  off.  I  welcome  the 
sounds  of  the  radio  which  I  do  not  listen 
to  and  the  TV  I  do  not  watch.  I  have 
them  on  to  cover  the  silence. 

Because  I  am  afraid  —  if  those  dis- 
tractions were  not  there,  then  I  just  may 
hear  the  sounds  behind  the  silence. 

I  do  not  know  myself  yet! 
I  do  not  know  you  yet! 
I  do  not  know  the  world  around  me  yet! 
I  do  not  know  the  true  meaning  of  wor- 
ship yet! 

Because  I  have  not  dared  to  be  silent. 
Silence  me  now,  dear  Lord,  so  that  I 

may  dare  to  be  silent  and  to  hear  the 

sounds  behind  the  silence. 

Tyrone  Burkette  is  president-elect  of 
Barber-Scotia  College  in  Concord,  N.C. 


Bicentennial  campaign  goal 
presented  to  Assembly 


Presbyterians  are  "the  wealthiest 
assemblage  of  Christians  God  has  ever 
put  on  the  face  of  this  earth,"  Robert 
Bohl  told  the  200th  General  Assembly  on 
June  1 1 .  Bohl  is  co-chair  of  the  Bicenten- 
nial Fund  of  the  Presbyterian  Church 
(U.S.A.). 

The  fund's  minimum  goal  ("which  we 
do  not  speak  about  publicly,"  Bohl  said) 
is  $125  million.  The  challenge  goal  is  $175 
million,  but  the  Bicentennial  Fund  com- 
mittee hopes  to  raise  over  $200  million. 

Preliminary  indications  of  support  are 
encouraging,  Bohl  reported.  Seventeen 
members  of  the  committee  have  pledged 
$300,000,  he  noted,  and  General  Assem- 
bly Council  members  and  staff  have 
pledged  another  $1 17,000.  "Even  before 
we  began,  one  church  encouraged  us  to 
accept  their  pledge  for  $1,000,000,"  Bohl 
announced,  noting  that  "no  church  gave 


that  much  in  the  Major  Mission  Fund." 
The  Major  Mission  Fund  was  the  denomi- 
nation's last  special  fund-raising  cam- 
paign. 

Bohl  reminded  commissioners  that  on 
the  first  day  of  the  first  General  Assembly 
a  motion  to  authorize  a  churchwide  cam- 
paign was  "approved  unanimously."  He 
cited  surveys  of  8,000  Presbyterians  which 
indicated  that  75  percent  of  them  felt  this 
was  the  right  time  for  a  campaign,  and 
over  80  percent  of  them  would  give  to  the 
fund.  This  is  the  "highest  level  of  sup- 
port" for  any  campaign  Presbyterians 
have  ever  conducted,  Bohl  said. 

"Now  is  the  time  because  the  church 
is  ready,"  Bohl  continued.  "Absolutely 
nothing  that  stands  before  us  offers  more 
hope,  more  opportunities... to  complete 
what  we  began  in  reunion,  than  this  cam- 
paign," Bohl  said. 


Special  groups  to  continue 
relating  to  Assembly  through  Chap.  9 


South  African  student 
wins  St.  Andrews  post 


Special  organizations  will  remain 
related  to  the  Presbyterian  Church 
(U.S.A.)  under  Chapter  IX  of  the  Book 
of  Order,  the  General  Assembly  decided 
June  1 1 .  In  adopting  the  recommendation 
of  the  Polity  Committee,  the  Assembly 
turned  down  the  recommendation  of  the 
Advisory  Council  on  Discipleship  and 
Worship  that  "Chapter  IX's"  be  moved 
to  Chapter  IV  of  the  Book  of  Order,  a 
foundational  chapter  which  deals  with 
unity  and  diversity  in  the  church.  Chapter 
IX  is  concerned  with  the  organization  and 


functioning  of  governing  bodies. 

The  Assembly  also  voted  to  adopt 
changes  in  the  language  of  G-9.0600 
which  shifts  the  emphasis  of  the  relation- 
ship of  special  organizations  to  govern- 
ing bodies  from  direction  and  control  to 
responsibility  and  dialogue.  The  new 
language  states  that  "These  special 
organizations  are  independent,  autono- 
mous groups  which  are  not  official  agen- 
cies of  the  church...  They  alone  bear 
responsibility  for  their  views  and 
actions." 


Bobby  Musengwa  remembers 
when  the  entire  student  body  of 
his  college  in  South  Africa  was 
expelled  for  five  weeks.  He  was 
then  an  elected  member  of  the 
Student  Council  at  the  Transvaal 
College  of  Education  in  Pretoria. 

Now  a  22-year-old  sophomore 
at  St.  Andrews  Presbyterian  Col- 
lege majoring  in  politics,  Mu- 
sengwa recently  won  a  run-off 
election  to  become  the  College's 
Student  Association  Attorney 
General. 

"At  Transvaal  the  700-member 
student  body,  all  black,  were  ex- 
pelled because  we  wanted  a  stu- 
dent council  that  was  active  in 
the  college's  administration  and 
was  able  to  form  links  with  other 
colleges,"  said  Musengwa,  from 
Pretoria,  South  Africa.  He  con- 
siders his  new  position  one  from 
which  he  may  actually  participate 
in  a  true  democracy.  And  he  is 
excited  about  that  proposition. 

"Working  in  this  system  is  go- 
ing to  be  a  good  experience  for 
me,"  he  said.  "This  is  a  normal 


system  of  government. 

"I  consider  South  Africa's 
form  of  government  as  abnor- 
mal." 

Musengwa,  who  ran  with  the 
slogan  "Sanity  and  Justice,"  has 
plans  to  make  the  student  judi- 
cial system  at  St.  Andrews  as  fair 
as  possible. 

Musengwa  and  his  brother 
Ernest  came  to  St.  Andrews  on 
scholarships  given  through  the 
Presbyterian  Church  in  South 
Africa.  This  aid  came  after 
former  St.  Andrews  President 
A.  P.  Perkinson  Jr.  spent  time  in 
South  Africa  and  wanted  to  help 
the  people  of  the  country  in  some 
way. 

Musengwa  said  St.  Andrews 
students  do  not  treat  him  any  dif- 
ferently than  any  other  student. 
But  he  said  other  people,  usual- 
ly church  leaders,  who  are  acute- 
ly aware  of  the  plight  of  black 
South  Africans,  often  express 
concern  for  the  welfare  of  his 
countrymen. 
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More  Assembly  funding  to  90 
to  evangelism,  new  churches 


ST  LOUIS  —  Grassroots  con- 
cern over  decreasing  membership 
and  a  growing  interest  in  having 
more  emphasis  put  on  evan- 
gelism in  the  Presbyterian 
Church  led  General  Assembly 
commissioners  to  vote  376  to  147 
to  increase  funds  for  evangelism 
and  developing  new  churches  by 
$15  million  over  the  next  five 
years. 

In  addition,  the  Assembly 
voted  to  send  out  80  additional 
missionaries  as  part  of  its  bicen- 
tennial celebration. 

Concerning  evangelism,  15  to 
20  people  spoke  to  the  motion  in- 
troduced by  Ben  Johnson,  chair 
of  the  subcommittee  of  the 
General  Assembly  Committee  on 
Education  and  Congregational 
life  that  considered  the  overture 
relating  to  the  motion. 

Where  the  money  will  come 
from  was  the  major  issue  con- 
cerning those  who  were  against 
the  motion.  One  commissioner 
offered  an  amendment,  which 
was  defeated,  that  the  funds  be 


taken  from  the  Bicentennial 
Fund.  Josiah  Beeman,  modera- 
tor of  the  General  Assembly 
Council,  expressed  his  concern 
that  to  meet  this  request  funds 
might  have  to  be  cut  from  other 
programs. 

A  youth  advisory  delegate, 
speaking  against  the  motion,  said 
that  Presbyterians  need  to  get 
back  to  the  true  meaning  and 
true  method  of  evangelism  —  of 
one  telling  one  —  rather  than 
more  major  funding  programs. 
But  the  commissioners  voted 
their  belief  that  the  church  will 
be  best  served  by  more  funding 
in  this  area. 

It  is  proposed  that  the  money 
be  raised  by  increasing  contribu- 
tions $1  million  in  1990;  $2 
million  in  1991;  $3  million  in 
1992;  $4  million  in  1993;  and  $5 
million  in  1994,  thus  reaching  the 
total  sought. 

In  regard  to  sending  more  mis- 
sionaries, William  Gillespie, 
chair  of  the  Mission  Coordina- 
tion Committee,  made  the  recom- 


mendation. He  said  the  commit- 
tee hoped  these  positions  would 
be  funded  through  the  Bicenten- 
nial Fund,  the  denomination- 
wide  campaign  which  begins  this 
year.  The  positions  are  estimated 
to  cost  $2-3  million  per  year. 

Al  Dimmock  of  Montreat, 
N.C.,  noted  that  this  action  reaf- 
firmed actions  of  the  two  previ- 
ous General  Assemblies.  When 
members  of  his  family  wanted  to 
become  Presbyterian  mission- 
aries, he  said,  they  were  told 
there  was  no  money  to  send 
them.  Eventually  money  was 
found,  but  there  are  many  more 
requests  from  partner  churches 
than  we  can  currently  fund,  he 
said. 

Patrick  preaches 
on  Protestant 
Hour 


Rise  in  racial  violence 
examined  in  magazine 


An  epidemic  of  racial  violence 
is  the  topic  of  an  article  on 
"Racism  Rising"  in  the  July/ 
August  issue  of  Presbyterian 
Survey,  the  church's  magazine. 
The  issue  will  also  contain  a 
special  section  of  news,  features, 
and  photos  on  the  meeting  of  the 
General  Assembly. 

In  conjunction  with  the  article 
on  racism  by  Ed  Grider,  the 
magazine  will  publish  a  question- 
naire of  teenagers  on  racism. 

The  issue  will  also  include 
"Clergy  in  Uniforms,"  by  S. 
David  Chambers,  on  military 


chaplains.  A  retired  Navy 
chaplain,  Chambers  formerly 
directed  the  Presbyterian  Coun- 
cil for  Chaplains  and  Military 
Personnel. 

"Burning  Bush,"  a  poem  by 
David  Steele,  concerns  God's  call 
to  Moses,  his  struggle  accepting 
it,  and  how  the  subject  relates  to 
people  today. 

To  subscribe  to  the  magazine, 
contact  Subscription  Services, 
341  Ponce  de  Leon  Ave.,  N.E., 
Atlanta,  G.  30365  (telephone 
404-873-1549). 


National  Capital  gets 
award  for  ecumenism 


National  Capital  Prebytery 
won  an  award  for  its  ecumen- 
ical work,  at  the  General  As- 
sembly. The  Synod  of  Alaska- 
Northwest  and  two  congrega- 
tions also  received  awards. 

The  presbytery  was  cited 
for  its  leadership  in  the  found- 
ing of  ecumenical  community 
ministries,  which  address  is- 
sues in  public  life  at  a  local 
level,  and  its  assistance  in 
founding  the  Interfaith  Con- 
ference of  Metropolitan 
Washington,  which  includes 
Catholic,  Protestant,  Jewish, 
Muslim,  and  Mormon  leader- 
ship, is  staffed  by  a  Pres- 
byterian minister,  and  pro- 
motes dialogue  on  current 
issues  of  justice  and  social 
welfare. 

The  presbytery  also  pro- 
vides leadership  in  area  ecu- 
menical agencies  dedicated  to 
lay  ministry  and  spiritual  for- 
mation, and  carries  out 
ministries  in  higher  education 
ecumenically.  It  has  encour- 


aged formation  of  several 
ecumenical  congregations,  in- 
cluding one  with  United 
Methodists,  United  Church  of 
Christ,  and  Disciples  of 
Christ,  and  another  with  the 
National  Baptist  Convention. 

The  presbytery  supports  the 
Council  of  Churches  of  Greater 
Washington,  which  brings 
Protestant  churches  together 
for  community  service  pro- 
grams with  special  emphasis 
on  black  churches,  which  con- 
stitute the  majority  of  churches 
in  that  city.  The  presbytery 
joins  with  other  religious 
groups  in  Washington  to  pro- 
vide hospitality  and  support 
for  those  who  come  there  to 
plead  their  concerns  for  jus- 
tice. 

Commissioner  Willard  Hel- 
lin  accepted  the  award. 

The  congreations  receiving 
awards  were  First  Church  of 
Sumter,  S.C.,  and  First 
Church  of  Tyler,  Tex. 


Outlook  names  Texas 
pastor  to  succeed  Hunt 


Salaries  in  the  church:  Assembly 
approves  payment  guidelines 


ST.  LOUIS  —  Concluding  a 
process  that  was  begun  in  1983, 
the  General  Assembly  approved 
churchwide  compensation  policy 
guidelines  for  churches  and 
governing  bodies.  The  report 
came  from  the  Ministry  and 
Church  Orders  Committee. 

The  report  stated  that  "there 
is  in  Scripture  no  systematic 
'theology  of  compensation.' 
However,  biblical  resources  are 
considerable... and  are  obvious- 
ly applicable  and  should  be  clear- 
ly reflected  in  (any)  principles 


adopted  by  the  church."  The 
report  then  stated  12  such  prin- 
ciples. 


Louis  Patrick 


The  Rev.  H.  Louis  Patrick  is 
preaching  the  Presbyterian  series 
on  The  Protestant  Hour  this 
summer.  Patrick  is  pastor  of 
Trinity  Church  in  Charlotte, 
N.C. 

The  series  is  airing  weekly 
from  June  12  through  August  28 
on  a  network  of  500  radio  sta- 
tions in  the  United  States  and 
worldwide  over  the  American 
Forces  Radio  Network. 


Robert  H.  Bullock  Jr.,  42, 
pastor  of  First  Church,  Allen, 
Tex.,  has  been  named  editor  of 
The  Presbyterian  Outlook.  He 
was  elected  to  the  position  by  the 
board  of  The  Presbyterian  Out- 
look Foundation  on  May  31.  He 
will  begin  his  work  in  Richmond, 
Va.,  August  1. 

Bullock  succeeds  George  Laird 
Hunt,  who  has  been  editor  since 
1979.  Hunt  retires  September  30. 

The  new  editor,  a  native  of 
Texas,  is  a  graduate  of  Austin 
College  and  Austin  Presbyterian 
Theological  Seminary.  He  has  a 
master's  degree  from  the  Univer- 


sity of  Michigan  in  political 
science  and  a  Ph.D.  from  Prince- 
ton University  in  the  field  of 
American  church  history. 

His  doctoral  thesis  was  on  at- 
tempts at  Presbyterian  reunion  in 
the  20th  century,  and  in  the 
course  of  his  studies  he  read  ex- 
tensively in  The  Outlook  and 
studied  under  Ernest  Trice 
Thompson  at  Austin  Seminary. 
He  was  an  editor-at-large  for  the 
independent  Presbyterian  week- 
ly in  1986. 

Bullock  served  as  associate 
pastor  of  First  Church  in  Lynch- 
burg, Va.,  from  1981  to  1983. 


UPC  church  in  union  presbytery 
can't  withdraw  with  property 


ST.  LOUIS  —  The  General 
Assembly  adopted  three  recom- 
mendations from  its  Polity  Com- 
mittee which,  though  seemingly 


Biblical  themes  on  leadership 
topic  of  PSCE  workshop 


2  from  synod 
lead  G.A.  group 

Two  people  from  the  Synod 
of  the  Mid-Atlantic  served  as 
moderators  of  committees  at 
the  annual  meeting  of  the 
General  Assembly  in  St.  Louis 
in  June.  They  were  Martha 
Stevenson  of  Orange  Presby- 
tery, Education  and  Congre- 
gational Life  Committee,  and 
Rosa  Yours,  Yadkin  Presby- 
tery, Justice  and  the  Rights  of 
Persons  Committee. 

In  addition,  two  people 
from  the  synod  were  vice- 
moderators  of  Assembly  com- 
mittees. They  were  Loretta 
Bethea,  National  Capital  Pres- 
bytery, Finance  and  Budget, 
and  Mary  Ann  Harwell,  Na- 
!  tiona!  Capital  Presbytery, 
of  a  Stated  Clerk. 


Summer  Institute  1988, 
"Leadeship  —  Biblical  Themes 
and  Directives,"  at  the  Presby- 
terian School  of  Christian  Edu- 
cation, is  intended  to  provide 
leaders  in  the  church  with  new  in- 
sights for  their  task.  Dr.  Walter 
Brueggemann  and  Estelle  Mc- 
Carthy will  present  the  workshop 
July  18-22. 

The  workshop  will  help  lay 
leaders,  church  educators,  and 
pastors  to  explore  the  biblical 
message  to  gain  an  understand- 
ing of  the  nature  and  purpose  of 
leadership  in  the  church.  Partici- 
pants will  learn  skills  to  improve 
leadership.  In  addition  to  plenary 
sessions,  the  meeting  will  include 
a  variety  of  specialized  work- 
shops. 

Brueggemann  is  a  biblical 
scholar  and  teacher;  he  has  writ- 
ten many  books,  including  The 
Creative  Word:  Canon  as  a 
Model  for  Biblical  Education. 
He  is  professor  of  Old  Testament 
at  Columbia  Theological  Semi- 
nary. Estelle  R.  McCarthy  is  an 
educator,  curriculum  writer,  and 
coauthor  of  Sometimes  They  Cry 
and  Power  Picture.   She  is 


associate  professor  of  Christian 
education  at  the  Presbyterian 
School  of  Christian  Education. 

For  more  information,  contact 
the  Presbyterian  School  of  Chris- 
tian Education,  (804)  355-5495. 

Secretaries,  bookkeepers,  ad- 
ministrative assistants,  and  other 
administrative  personnel  in  the 
church  are  invited  to  attend  the 
national  conference  of  the  Ad- 
ministrative Personnel  Associa- 
tion, August  5-7  at  the  Holiday 
Inn  of  Chevy  Chase  in  Washing- 

Conferences 

ton,  D.C.  The  conference  host  is 
the  association's  Mid-Atlantic 
Region. 

The  meeting  will  include  a 
keynote  speech  by  Dee  Koza- 
Woodward  of  the  National  Cap- 
ital Presbytery  staff,  small-group 
meetings  by  profession,  and 
workshops.  In  addition,  there 
will  be  entertainment  and 
worship. 

For  more  information,  contact 
Dorothy  Bass  (919-286-0704)  or 
Joyce  Bauer  (919-787-7780). 


Montreat  conferences  in  July 
include  the  Christian  Life  Con- 
ference, which  will  focus  on 
"God's  call  on  the  lives  of  all 
believers... to  make  Jesus  Lord  of 
our  lives,"  with  the  Rev.  Richard 

C.  Halverson  of  Washington, 

D.  C,  and  the  Rev.  Robert  Kopp 
of  Winston-Salem,  N.C,  as 
speakers;  the  Family  Enrichment 
Conference,  intended  to 
strengthen  families,  with  Dr. 
Isabel  Rogers  of  Richmond  as 
keynote  speaker;  the  Christian 
Education  Conference,  intended 
to  promote  understanding  of  the 
responsibilities  of  and  resources 
for  the  congregation,  with  Dr.  J. 
Randolph  Taylor  as  keynote 
speaker;  the  Global  Mission 
Conference  which  intends  to  help 
Christians  from  diverse  cultures 
communicate;  and  the  Bible  and 
Theology  Conference,  a  study  of 
Bible,  theology,  and  ethics,  with 
Stanley  Hauerwas  as  keynote 
speaker. 

New  this  year  is  Presbyterians 
in  the  20th  Century,  on  the 
church's  history  and  present 
state;  there  will  also  be  a  Youth 
Leadership  Workshop. 


minor,  do  affect  the  life  of  the 
Presbyterian  Church  (U.S.A.)  in 
major  ways. 

In  voting  to  reject  a  recom- 
menation  of  the  Advisory  Com- 
mittee on  the  Constitution,  the 
Assembly  determined  that  a 
former  UPCUSA  church  in  a 
former  union  presbytery  cannot 
withdraw  from  the  denomination 
and  take  its  property  with  it.  The 
action  came  in  response  to  a 
communication  from  National 
Capital  Presbytery. 

In  December  1986,  a  former 
UPCUSA  congregation,  Fourth 
Church  of  Bethesda,  Md.,  with- 
drew to  the  Evangelical  Presby- 
terian Church.  In  April  of  1987, 
a  former  PCUS  church,  Fairling- 
ton  Church  of  Alexandria,  Va., 
came  within  one  vote  of  with- 
drawing from  the  Presbyterian 
Church  (U.S.A.). 

Concerned  that  other  churches 
in  the  presbytery,  from  both 
former  streams,  might  also  with- 
draw, National  Capital  ad- 
dressed a  communication  to  the 
General  Assembly,  asking  if  the 
"PCUS  window"  in  the  Articles 
of  Agreement  "applies  to  churches 
in  former  union  presbyteries, 
including  former  UPCUSA 
churches...." 


Classified  Ads 

Director  of  Christian  Education 

for  500  member  St.  Paul  Presbyterian  Church, 
Greensboro,  N.C.  Emphasis  on  youth  work, 
teacher  training,  and  curriculum  development. 
Send  resumes  to  Martha  Wilkie,  Personnel 
Chairman.  929  Winterlochen  Dr..  Greensboro. 
N.C  27410. 


Organizing  Assembly 
held  for  Presbytery  *C 
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The  journey  towards  reunion 
continued  as  the  first  assembly  of 
delegates  from  churches  that  will 
eventually  compose  Presbytery  C 
was  held  at  the  First  Church  of 
Rocky  Mount  on  May  14. 

The  new  presbytery  will  con- 
tain 135  churches.  Of  this 
number,  48  churches  will  come 
from  Albemarle  Presbytery,  14 
churches  from  Cape  Fear  Pres- 
bytery, one  church  from  Yadkin 
Presbytery,  five  churches  from 
Fayetteville  Presbytery,  two 
churches  from  Wilmington 
Presbytery,  and  65  churches 
from  Orange  Presbytery. 

Geographically,  the  area  will 
stretch  from  Durham  in  the  west 
to  the  Atlantic  Ocean  in  the  east 
and  from  New  Bern  in  the  south 
to  the  Virginia  state  line  in  the 
north. 

Jane  Rourk,  an  elder  from 
Orange  Presbytery,  was  elected 
moderator  of  the  Assembly. 

Delegates  arriving  at  First 
Church  in  Rocky  Mount  were 
warmly  greeted  and  assisted  by 
members  of  the  host  churches. 
(For  this  Assembly,  all  churches 
in  Rocky  Mount  pooled  their 
resources  and  energies  to  host  the 
event.)  This  congeniality  was 
reflected  throughout  the  meeting 
with  few  questions  or  comments 
from  the  floor. 

At  lunch  delegates  were  en- 
couraged to  eat  with  someone 
they  did  not  know.  An  eagerness 
to  bridge  the  gaps  soon  had 
everyone  making  new  friends. 

A  highlight  of  the  meeting  was 

Youth  Council 
members  graduate 


a  worship  service,  including  a 
celebration  of  eucharist.  A 
childhood  resident  of  Rocky 
Mount  and  now  a  noted  Presby- 
terian preacher  and  president  of 
the  Interdenominational  Theo- 
logical Center,  Dr.  James  E. 
Costen,  preached  on  John  17. 
Saying  that  the  "proof  is  in  the 
pudding,"  he  challenged  those 
present  to  heed  the  words  of 
Christ  by  immersing  themselves 
in  the  Word  of  God  and  taking 
full  advantage  of  the  diversity 
within  our  newly  forming  pres- 
bytery. 

Members  of  Albemarle  Pres- 
bytery serving  on  the  Transi- 
tional Council  and  committees 
are  as  follows: 

Transitional  Council:  the  Rev. 
Robert  Ratchford,  Willis 
Hardesty,  Don  Ferguson. 

Mission  Design/Structure/Or- 
ganization: the  Rev.  Richard 
Boyd,  the  Rev.  Daniel  Wilkers, 
the  Rev.  Bettie  Kirkpatrick, 
Peggy  Lewis,  Lawson  Withers. 

Budget/Finance:  Russell  Proc- 
tor III,  Peggy  Cockrell,  Jack 
Farrior. 

Office  Location  and  Name: 
the  Rev.  Michelle  Burcher, 
William  Stanley,  Marvin 
Weaver. 

Committee  on  Representation: 
Jane  Latham,  the  Rev.  Chang 
Kim,  John  Bailey. 

Exempt  Staff  Search:  the  Rev. 
John  Alexander,  Bill  Batchelor, 
Larry  Landry. 

The  next  assembly  will  be  held 
at  First  Church,  Durham,  on 
September  24. 


June  speaks  to  us  of  the  com- 
ing of  summer  vacations  and 
graduations.  This  year  the 
senior-high  youth  council  of 
Albemarle  Presbytery  will  see  six 
of  its  members  graduating.  A 
heartfelt  thanks  goes  to  these 
young  people  for  their  dedica- 
tion, leadership,  and  service  that 
they  have  given  this  presbytery. 

Mills  Jones,  son  of  Godwin 
and  Sylvia  Jones  of  Greenville, 
will  be  graduating  from  J.H. 
Rose  High  School.  A  member  of 
Peace  Church,  Mills  plans  to  at- 
tend the  University  of  North 
Carolina  at  Chapel  Hill  in  the 
fall.  Mills  has  enjoyed  getting  to 
know  the  other  members  of  the 
council  and  feels  that  his  work 
on  the  council  has  helped  him  to 
develop  his  leadership  skills  and 
his  ability  to  work  with  others. 

John  McKinnon,  son  of  Jim 
and  Louise  McKinnon  of  Wil- 
son, will  be  graduating  from  Fike 
High  School.  A  member  of  First 
Church,  Wilson,  John  plans  to 
attend  Lees-McRae  College  in 
the  fall.  John  has  enjoyed  his 
time  on  the  Youth  Council  and 
said  that  the  Youth  Council  had 
been  a  stabilizing  force  for  him. 
But,  he  said,  the  advisors  were 
really  what  made  the  Council 
special. 

Harriet  Oliver,  daughter  of 


Mr.  and  Mrs.  Thomas  Oliver  of 
Ahoskie,  will  graduate  from 
Ridgecroft  High  School.  A 
member  of  First  Church,  Ahos- 
kie, Harriet  plans  to  attend  Peace 
College.  Being  a  youth  advisory 
delegate  to  the  General  Assembly 
and  her  trip  to  Washington, 
D.C.,  to  work  in  a  soup  kitchen 
were  two  highlights  of  Harriet's 
work  on  the  Council. 

Mary  Margaret  Hussey, 
daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Howard  F.  Hussey  III  of  Tar- 
boro,  will  graduate  from  Tar- 
boro  High  School.  A  member  of 
Howard  Memorial  Church, 
Mary  Margaret  plans  to  attend 
the  University  of  North  Carolina 
at  Chapel  Hill  with  a  North 
Carolina  Teaching  Fellow 
Scholarship.  Mary  Margaret  said 
she  has  enjoyed  getting  to  know 
the  members  of  the  Council. 

Also,  Mary  Margaret  has  en- 
joyed the  opportunity  to  become 
more  involved  in  her  church  and 
in  her  presbytery  and  feels  her  in- 
volvement has  helped  her  church 
to  become  more  involved  in 
presbytery. 

Carolina  Tatus  of  Elizabeth 
City  and  Leslie  Hamilton  of 
Pikeville  are  also  graduating  this 
year.  More  about  them  next 
month. 


Retiring  moderator's  report 
stresses  faithfulness 


People  are  not  comfortable 
with  the  diversity  of  opinion  in 
the  Presbyterian  Church  (U.S.A.) 
and  with  people  with  whom  they 
disagree,  said  retiring  Moderator 
Isabel  Wood  Rogers  in  her  report 
to  General  Assembly  on  June  8. 

This  discomfort  with  diversity 


is  one  of  two  problems  she  re- 
ported in  an  otherwise  optimistic 
report.  The  other  problem  is  one 
of  subtle  Congregationalism  in 
which  too  many  people  seem  to 
concentrate  their  vision  of  the 
church  in  their  congregations  and 
not  the  wider  church. 
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Fountain  Church:  proclaiming 
the  Good  News  since  1912 


It  was  late  in  1912  when  28 
determined  and  faithful  men  and 
women  met  in  a  frame  building, 
formerly  used  as  a  school  and 
place  to  worship,  to  organize  a 
Presbyterian  church  for  the 
Fountain  community  and  to 
become  a  part  of  Albemarle 
Presbytery. 

Since  that  day  three  quarters 
of  a  century  ago,  the  frame 
building  has  been  removed  and 
now  serves  as  a  dwelling.  The 
current  brick  sanctuary  was  built 
in  1924.  In  1962  the  Christian 
education  building  was  com- 
pleted, and  with  the  sanctuary  it 
now  provides  spacious  facilities 
for  activities  connected  with  the 
church. 

In  1971,  showing  some  of  the 
determination  and  faith  of  the 


original  members,  the  present 
congregation  undertook  the  task 
of  building  a  new  manse.  The 
project  was  completed  in  1972. 

In  April  of  this  year,  the  Foun- 
tain Church  celebrated  its  75th 
anniversary.  Special  speaker  for 
the  festivities  was  Dr.  J.  Nichols 
Adams,  interim  executive 
presbyter  and  stated  clerk  of 
Albemarle  Presbytery.  Mrs. 
W.C.  Mercer,  guest  choir  direc- 
tor and  organist,  led  the  music 
for  the  service. 

A  special  highlight  of  the  ser- 
vice was  the  honoring  of  Mrs. 
Irene  Case,  the  only  surviving 
charter  member.  She  was  pre- 
sented with  a  coursage,  and  an 
English  18th  century  brass 
chamber  candlestick  was  placed 
in  the  parlor  in  her  honor. 


Following  the  service,  lunch 
was  served  in  the  fellowship  hall 
to  approximately  200  members 
and  guests.  Scrapbooks  and 
memorabilia  were  also  on 
display. 

Two  former  pastors  of  the 
church  and  their  spouses  were 
present  for  the  celebration: 
Philip  Cory  of  Smithfield  and 
Jesse  Parks  of  Wallace. 

Leading  the  church  as  the  pre- 
sent pastor  of  the  church  is  Bruce 
E.  Ford.  He  and  his  wife,  Genie, 
and  young  son,  Stephen,  reside 
in  the  manse.  Ford  is  also  the 
associate  executive  of  Albemarle 
Presbytery  and  works  part-time 
at  its  office  in  Greenville.  Mrs. 
Ford  is  director  of  the  physical 
therapy  department  at  Heritage 
Hospital  in  Tarboro. 


Calvary  to  hold 
Homecoming 

The  Rev.  Howatt  Mallin- 
son,  pastor  of  Calvary 
Church,  extends  a  hearty  in- 
vitation to  all  to  attend  the  an- 
nual homecoming  of  Calvary 
of  Swan  Quarter  on  July  3. 

Featured  speaker  for 
homecoming  1988  will  be  the 
Rev.  James  McKenzie  of  Rob- 
bins,  N.C.  McKenzie,  recent- 
ly retired,  was  pastor  of  Eden- 
ton  First  and  Calvary  in  the 
1960s. 

There  will  be  dinner  on  the 
grounds  following  the  11:00 
a.m.  service. 


New  books  available 
at  Resource  Center 


Yearbooks 
to  be  ordered 

Albemarle  Presbytery  will  be 
sending  in  a  "quantity  discount 
order."  Churches  wishing  to 
order  copies  of  the  1989  Mission 
Yearbook  (minimum  five)  please 
contact  presbytery's  office. 
Ordered  in  quantity,  the  Year- 
books will  be  $2.50. 

Aid  needed 

The  National  Council  of 
Churches  committed  itself  to 
humanitarian  relief  programs  in 
Pakistan  and  Afghanistan  for 
Afghan  refugees. 


The  following  are  new  re- 
sources available  at  Albemarle 
Presbytery  Resource  Center. 

Why  God?  by  Burton  Z. 
Cooper.  This  book  is  written  for 
any  person  who  has  ever  suffered 
or  been  moved  by  the  pain  and 
suffering  in  the  world.  Cooper 
explores  such  basic  issues  as  the 
nature  of  God  and  God's  power 
and  purpose,  the  meaning  and 
place  of  suffering  in  human  life, 

Bed,  breakfast  in 
New  Zealand 
homes  offered 

The  Parish  of  Queenstown- 
Frankton-Glenorchy  (New 
Zealand)  offers  dinner,  bed,  and 
breakfast  or  bed  and  breakfast  at 
competitive  rates  in  church 
homes  to  visitors  from  other 
churches  as  part  of  their  service 
to  tourists  visiting  the  area.  Fur- 
ther information  is  available 
from  Home  Hospitality,  c/o 
Church  Office,  24  Stanley  Street, 
Queenstown,  New  Zealand. 

The  parish  hopes  its  venture 
will  help  to  build  bridges  of 
understanding  between  our  two 
countries  and  churches,  a 
representative  of  the  parish  com- 
mittee said. 


and  how  we  can  go  forward  in 
the  face  of  suffering. 

The  Book  of  the  Torah:  The 
Narrative  Integrity  of  the 
Penteteuch  by  Thomas  W. 
Mann.  This  work  provides  an  in- 
terpretation of  the  Penteteuch  as 
a  whole  rather  than  focusing  on 
its  composite  parts.  Mann  con- 
cludes that  the  Penteteuch 
represents  a  "story-shaped" 
model  of  reality. 

Introduction  to  Christian 
Worship  by  James  F.  White. 
This  book  can  be  used  as  a 
general  introduction  to  Chris- 
tianity as  well  as  for  a  more 
specialized  study  of  a  crucial  part 
of  the  Christian  way  of  life.  Min- 
isters and  lay  people  will  derive 
fresh  insights  into  the  meaning 
and  practice  of  Christian 
worship. 

Life  membership 
awarded 

Elizabeth  Wallace  Sullivan 
was  the  receipient  of  an  honorary 
life  membership  pen  and  cer- 
tificate for  47  years  of  service  in 
Meadowbrook  Presbyterian 
Church  of  Greenville.  She  is  a 
deacon  and  has  held  man 
fices  in  the  Presby 
organization. 
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Newsliners 


First  Church,  Concord,  is 
preparing  a  Heritage  Room. 
The  congregation  is  also  spon- 
soring the  resettlement  of  two 
Vietnamese  men  who  will  be 
living  with  Vietnamese  rela- 
tives in  Concord. 

First  Church,  Lincolnton, 
held  a  dedication  service  on 
May  15  for  their  renovated 
and  expanded  organ.  The  de- 
dication took  place  at  morn- 
ing worship,  and  that  after- 
noon Dr.  Robert  Stigall  of 
Charlotte  gave  a  dedicatory 
recital. 

An  evening  of  seminars  was 
sponsored  recently  by  Family 
Ministries  at  First  Church, 
Winston-Salem.  Topics  in- 
cluded "Adolescence:  The 
Wild  and  Wonderful  Years," 
by  Nancy  Epperson;  "What 
You've  Always  Wanted  To 
Know  About  Grandparenting 
But  Were  Afraid  To  Ask,"  by 
Gwladys  Keating;  "Family 
Time:  Fun  Alternatives  to 
Television,"  by  Mark  and 
Susan  Maier;  and  "Blended 
Families:  Understanding  Your 
Own  and  Ministering  to 
Others,"  by  Don  Mann. 

Members  of  the  Highland 
Church,  Winston-Salem,  re- 
cently spent  a  day  of  spiritual 
retreat  at  Lake  Norman. 

Centre  Church,  Mt. 
Mourne,  has  a  new  Gosheim 
regulator  clock  presented  by 
Ken  and  Dorothy  Morrow  as 
a  memorial  to  his  mother, 
Mrs.  Beulah  Morrow.  Unde- 
signated memorials  to  Mrs. 
Lucy  Nanche  Dishman,  a 
member  of  long  standing  who 
died  in  March,  will  go  for  the 
purpose  of  tape-recording 
equipment  to  record  worship 
services  for  shut-ins. 

The  Northminster  Church, 
Hickory,  is  launching  a 
building-fund  campaign  for  a 
new  fellowship-recreational 
building. 

A  cemetery  and  grounds 
fund  has  been  established  for 
the  Sherrills  Ford  Church. 
The  fund  was  started  with  a 
challenge  gift  from  Mr.  J. P. 
White  of  Mooresville  and 
matched  by  the  congregation. 
Memorial  gifts  may  be  depo- 
sited into  the  fund,  from 
which  the  interest  proceeds 
are  restricted  for  use  in  main- 
taining and  beautifying  the 
cemetery  and  grounds. 

Robinson  Memorial 
Church,  Gastonia,  recently 
welcomed  a  new  choir  direc- 
tor/accompanist, Terri  Brad- 
shaw.  The  session  and  pastor 


also  expressed  thanks  to 
Ashley  Dixon,  who  has  been 
serving  as  supply  pianist. 

First  Church,  Morganton, 
is  sponsoring  the  Kirk  Singers 
for  a  concert  in  June.  The 
Kirk  Singers  are  a  group  of 
young  people  from  First  Pres- 
byterian Church,  Fort  Lau- 
derdale, Florida. 

The  Rev.  Walter  Smith,  as- 
sociate general  presbyter  for 
Christian  education  for  the 
Presbytery  of  Concord, 
preached  at  John  Calvin 
Church,  Salisbury,  on  May  1 . 
After  the  worship  service  the 
congregation  enjoyed  the  fel- 
lowship of  a  First  Sunday 
Sandwich  Lunch. 

The  Commitment  Commit- 
tee of  St.  Andrews  Church, 
Winston-Salem,  recently  held 
a  dinner  and  workshop  for 
new  and  prospective  mem- 
bers. 

Dr.  Max  Polley  from 
Davidson  College's  Depart- 
ment of  Religion  and  Bible 
served  as  worship  leader  as  the 
Flow-Harris  Church  follow- 
ing the  death  of  the  Rev. 
Zachary  Taylor  Piephoff.  The 
church  expressed  gratitude  for 
Dr.  Polley's  help. 

The  Clemmons  Church  is 
inaugurating  a  Good  Shep- 
herd Plan,  where  church  fam- 
ilies are  divided  into  groups 
with  a  Shepherd  Group  Lead- 
er who  helps  to  nurture  good 
communication. 

The  Newton  Church  has  a 
new  "wireless"  hearing  sys- 
tem for  those  who  need  assis- 
tance in  hearing  the  worship 
service.  The  system  uses  small 
wireless  radio  receivers  which 
can  be  put  into  a  pocket  dur- 
ing the  service.  A  person  may 
sit  anywhere  in  the  sanctuary 
and  hear  the  service. 

First  Church,  Lexington, 
held  T&T  Week  during  May, 
during  which  church  officers 
visited  each  member  of  the 
congregation  to  assist  in  the 
filling  out  of  a  time  and  talent 
card. 

The  Fellowship  Class  at 
United  Church,  Lenoir,  has 

been  studying  Presbyterian 
Creeds,  by  Jack  Rogers,  with 
Dr.  George  Sinclair,  the 
pastor,  as  teacher. 

Opal  Honeycutt,  who  has 
served  as  treasurer  of  the  Sun- 
day School  at  First  Church, 
Salisbury,  for  more  than  40 
years,  was  formally  recog- 
nized at  the  Family  Fellowship 
Breakfast  on  May  15. 


Educators  petition 
Presbytery  "B" 


A  group  of  educators  repre- 
senting Yadkin,  Concord,  and 
Orange  Presbyteries  met  on  May 
25  at  Highland  Presbyterian 
Church  to  discuss  the  future  of 
Christian  education  in  the  new 
presbyteries. 

In  a  letter  to  Barbara  Dearman 
of  the  Mission  Design  Commit- 
tee for  Presbytery  B,  the  educa- 
tors urged  that  Christian  educa- 
tion be  given  a  top  priority  in  the 
new  presbytery.  Other  dreams 
included: 

1 .  We  have  a  strong  resource 
center(s)  with  a  staff  person. 

2.  Youth  ministry  continue  to 
be  strong  with  a  council,  to  plan 
rallies  and  retreats. 

i  p  development 


events  continue  with  training  for 
leaders  as  well  as  personal  enrich- 
ment opportunities. 

4.  Realizing  that  we  are  made 
up  of  diverse  congregations, 
build  on  the  strengths  of  our 
diversities  as  we  dialogue  and 
learn  from  each  other. 

5.  Programs  for  special  popu- 
lations such  as:  singles,  men, 
retired,  parents. 

6.  Our  camping  program  con- 
tinues to  be  strong. 

In  addition,  the  educators  re- 
quested that  there  be  educator  in- 
put into  the  selection  of  a  staff 
person  who  would  deal  enthusi- 
astically with  educators  in  pro- 
viding support,  programs, 
events,  and  resources. 
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Youths  headed  for  Taiwan 


Nine  youths  and  one  adult  will 
be  continuing  our  partnership 
with  the  Presbytery  of  Hsinchu 
in  Taiwan.  This  event  will  mark 
the  second  time  people  from 
Concord  Presbytery  have  visited 
Hsinchu  since  our  partnership 
began  in  October  1986. 

The  group  will  leave  the 
United  States  on  July  8  and 
return  August  5.  The  Americans 
will  be  exposed  to  a  country 
where  only  five  percent  of  the 
population  are  Christian.  They 
will  see  the  vitality  of  the  Chris- 
tian Church  as  it  seeks  to  spread 
the  gospel  of  Jesus  Christ. 

The  first  week  of  the  tour  will 
be  spent  in  orientation.  There- 
after group  members  will  be  as- 
signed to  various  congregations 
where  they  will  live  with  the 
pastor  or  an  elder.  They  will  help 
tutor  Taiwanese  youth  in  En- 
glish, and  assist  in  Vacation  Bi- 
ble School  and  day  camp  pro- 
grams. 


i    4  m 

Those  going  to  Taiwan  recently  met  at  presbytery's  office  for 
an  orientation  meeting.  Front  row  (1  to  r):  Ann  Finley,  North 
Wilkesboro  Church,  Lucinda  Fisher,  First  Church,  Kannapolis, 
Leigh  Pegram,  Forest  Park  Church,  Statesville,  Matt  Goodman, 
First  Church,  Salisbury,  Todd  Johnston,  Southminster, 
Winston-Salem.  Second  row:  Laura  Culp,  First  Church, 
Mooresville,  Katie  Furr,  Quaker  Meadows,  Morganton,  Kelli 
White,  Bethpage  Church,  Kannapolis,  and  Ed  Wetmore,  Unity 
Church,  Woodleaf.  Back  row:  Boyd  Beasley,  Armstrong 
Memorial  Church,  Gastonia. 


Candidates  approved  for  ordination 


Four  outstanding  candidates 
were  approved  for  ordination  at 
a  special  meeting  of  the  Pres- 
bytery of  Concord  on  May  19  at 
Highland  Church. 

Jeanne  Matthews-Jones,  First 
Church,  Winston-Salem,  gradu- 
ated from  Princeton  Seminatry 
and  will  be  working  on  a  PhD 
degree  at  Northwestern  Univer- 
sity under  Rosemary  Reuther. 

Peggy  Patrick,  First  Church, 
Gastonia,  graduated  from  Union 
Seminary  in  Richmond  and  will 
do  further  study  at  Georgia  Bap- 
tist Medical  Center. 

William  Stacy  Johnson,  First 
Church,  Winston-Salem,  gradu- 
ated from  Union  Seminary  in 
Richmond  and  will  be  working 
on  a  PhD  degree  at  Harvard 
University. 


Candidates  approved  for  ordination  (1  to  r)  John  Hilley,  Jeanne 
Matthews-Jones,  Stacy  Johnson,  and  Peggy  Patrick. 

John  R.  Hilley,  First  Church,  rolled  next  year  in  a  masters  pro- 
Winston-Salem,  graduated  from  gram  at  University  of  Cape 
Princeton  Seminary  and  is  en-     Town  in  South  Africa. 


Church  marks  200th  anniversary  with  play 


Unity  Church,  Denver,  is 
celebrating  its  200th  anniversary 
this  year.  Plans  include  a  his- 


torical play,  "Speak  Ye  Voice, 
Shine  Great  Light,"  covering  the 
history  of  the  church;  and  a 


bicentennial  homecoming  cele- 
bration with  special  events  in 
July. 


Mission  Statement  presented  at  "A"  meeting 


Presbytery  A  met  for  the  second  time  on  Sa- 
turday, May  28,  at  Lees-McRae  College.  Pres- 
bytery E  had  sent  three  elder  representatives  to 
give  mutual  support  and  encouragement.  They 
were  Wilma  Powell,  co-moderator  of  Presbytery 
E,  Esther  Johnson  of  Davidson  Church,  and 
Rafe  Pride  of  Jenkins  Church. 

The  main  item  of  business  was  consideration 
of  a  proposed  mission  statement.  While  no  for- 
mal action  was  taken,  the  presbytery  was  given 
the  opportunity  to  share  reactions  to  the  docu- 
ment. All  churches  in  Presbytery  A  are  asked  to 
study  the  document  and  respond  to  it.  Responses 
may  be  sent  to  Presbytery  of  Concord,  Box  129, 
Barium  Springs,  N.C.  28010.  The  document  is 
reproduced  in  its  entirety  below. 

In  another  matter  the  presbytery  requested 
that  congregations  continue  their  present  clerk 
of  session  and  treasurer  in  office  through  1989. 

The  next  meetings  of  Presbytery  A  are:  Sep- 
tember 17  at  Montreat-Anderson  College  and 
November  19. 

Proposed  Mission  Statement 

The  mission  (G-l  1 .01301)  of  Presbytery  "A" 
shall  be  to  see  our  geographic  boundaries  as  our 
parish  within  which  we  shall  seek  to  realize  an 
effective,  wholesome,  vital  Reformed  (G-2. 05001) 
witness  in  every  community  and  in  all  demo- 
graphic segments  of  our  population  in  fulfillment 


of  Book  of  Order,  chapters  II,  III,  V,  and  XL 
To  accomplish  this  mission: 

1 .  We  shall  create  a  larger  supportive  commu- 
nity to  nurture,  equip,  and  evangelize  (G-3.0300) 
healthy,  harmonious,  contagious  congregations 
of  disciples  who  are  witnesses  to  our  Reformed 
understanding  of  the  gospel,  which  they  will 
share  with  other  Christian  traditions,  but  more 
especially  with  those  outside  of  the  church,  and 
outside  of  Christ.  A  significant  dimension  of  this 
community  will  be  to  deliberately  support,  nur- 
ture, and  encourage  pastors  and  their  families. 

2.  We  shall  agressively  and  imaginatively  im- 
plement ministries  of:  a)  church  renewal  b) 
church  development  and  c)  church  growth. 

3.  We  shall  periodically  celebrate  our  mutual 
life  and  witness  as  a  presbytery  parish. 

4.  We  shall  develop  effective  ministries  of 
administration  and  communication. 

Discussion  Questions: 

1 .  Does  the  definition  of  the  church  in  para- 
graph 2  of  this  statement  fit  your  particular 
congregation? 

2.  What  is  the  working  definition  of  evangel- 
ism of  your  church? 

3.  Does  the  mission  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church  (U.S.A.)  in  this  area  of  North  Carolina 
have  any  particular  focus? 

Note:  Please  look  carefully  at  the  Book  of 
Order  references  in  this  Mission  Statement  to  get 
the  feeling  and  perception  of  the  document. 


Habitat  for  Humanity 
comes  to  Fayetteville 
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(Following  excerpts  are  from 
an  editorial  by  Roy  Parker  Jr. 
in  Fayetteville  Observer.) 

Some  call  them  the  "runt 
team,"  the  Habitat  for  Humani- 
ty leadership. 

They  may  be  short,  but  they 
are  thinking  big  about  their  mis- 
sion, which  is  nothing  more  than 
the  elimination  of  homelessness, 
one  brick  at  a  time. 

They  are  led  by  Dean  Russell, 
former  Army  colonel  turned 
real-estate  developer,  who  opens 
his  speeches  about  Habitat  by 
warming  up  the  audience  with 
quips  about  his  own  pint  size. 
Another  is  Curtis  Harper  Jr.,  the 
short,  svelte,  fiftyish  preacher 
who  spent  one  career,  as  he  says, 
"beneath  stately  steeples  with 
Presbyterian  people,"  and  for 
two  years  has  been  "down  on 
Worth  Street"  heading  the  work 
of  the  Fayetteville  Urban  Minis- 
try among  the  poor  and  the 
homeless 

Then  there  is  short,  not-svelte 
John  Clark,  a  veteran  social 
worker  and  do-good  volunteer, 
and  finally,  John  Ashford,  short 
and  dapper,  another  do-gooder 
and  the  publicity  man  for  the 
effort. 

Harper  thought  of  it,  recruited 
the  others,  and  they  recruited 


four  dozen  more,  of  all  sizes  and 
shapes,  including  such  people  as 
Sister  Dorothy  Ann  Pyle,  Mar- 
shall Lanter,  Jean  Vandergrift, 
George  Harriss,  Joe  Walker,  and 
Larry  Norris. 

This  week,  Russell  went  off  to 
a  meeting  of  the  board  of 
Habitat  For  Humanity  Interna- 
tional and  came  back  with  the 
paperwork  accepting  Fayetteville 
Area  Habitat  For  Humanity, 
Inc.  as  part  of  the  effort  that  is 
now  in  40  countries,  working 
with  more  than  50  projects,  and 
adding  more  each  season. 

The  local  organization  cur- 
rently has  60  on  its  board,  and 
seeks  more.  It  also  has  over 
$25,000  in  the  bank,  enough  to 
begin  its  mission. 

The  Habitat  goal  is  simple, 
and  profound:  "To  make  shelter 
a  matter  of  conscience  so  that, 
one  day,  there  will  be  no  more 
shacks,  no  collapsing  tenament 
houses,  no  homeless  people 
sleeping  on  city  streets.  Every- 
body will  have  at  least  a  simple, 
decent  place  to  live." 

It  starts  one  brick  at  a  time. 

Anyone  who  desires  more  in- 
formation on  Habitat  For 
Humanity,  please  contact  the 
Rev.  Curtis  Harper  at  Fayet- 
teville Urban  Ministry. 


Fayetteville  members  of 
transitional  groups  named 


PRESBYTERY  "D" 

At  the  first  Assembly  of  the 
"soon  to  be  Presbytery  D,"  the 
transitional  committee  structures 
were  announced.  Also  at  this 
historic  first  meeting,  the  persons 
were  announced  who  will  assume 
responsibilities  on  these  various 
committees.  Those  appointed  to 
serve  on  these  committee  struc- 
tures from  Fayetteville  Pres- 
bytery include  the  following: 

Transitional  Council: 

John  Y.  Todd  III,  co-chair, 

Fayetteville 
W.  Dudley  Crawford,  West  End 
Lester  L.  Dattler,  Carthage 
W.  W.  Ingle,  Fayetteville 
J.  Mack  Auman,  Sanford 

Mission  Design 
Organizational  Plan 

Ladd  Brearley,  Sanford 
Sidney  F.  Batts,  Dunn 
J.  Richard  Hobson,  Sanford 
Patricia  Hall,  Hope  Mills 

Budget  and  Finance 

Robert  Debnam,  Laurinburg 
John  Clark,  Laurinburg 


Grace  Lingerfeldt,  Whispering 
Pines 

Office  Location 

Joseph  W.  Walker,  Fayetteville 
John  K.  McGirt,  Red  Springs 
Leon  Keith,  Cameron 

Presbytery  Name 

Don  Hardman,  West  End 
Mills  Kirkpatrick,  Maxton 
Martha  MacLeod,  Aberdeen 

Representation 

Garfield  Warren,  Fayetteville 
Lane  McArtan,  Dunn 
Billy  H.  Herring,  Dunn 
Geraldine  Henderson,  Fayette- 
ville 

Hal  E.  Hyde,  Southern  Pines 
Margaret  Calhoun,  Laurinburg 

Reports  from  the  above  com- 
mittees will  be  heard  on 
September  10,  at  the  next 
assembly  meeting  in  Wilming- 
ton. 

The  new  Presbytery  'D'  will 
begin  operation  in  January  1989. 

This  new  presbytery  will  be 
composed  of  former  presbyteries 
of  Cape  Fear,  Fayetteville,  Wil- 
mington, and  Yadkin. 
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Presbytery 
School  set 
for  Aug. 

The  fourth  annual  leadership 
education  event  for  the 
presbytery  will  be  held  at 
Methodist  College,  Fayetteville, 
on  August  13.  The  day  will  begin 
with  morning  worship;  following 
the  worship  will  be  a  morning 
and  afternoon  class  as  well  as 
lunch. 

Mary  Jean  McFadyen  and  Ben 
Lane,  both  General  Assembly 
staff  persons  in  leadership 
development  and  congregational 
nurture,  will  serve  as  instructors 
this  year.  Mary  Jean  McFadyen 
will  give  the  keynote  address  as 
well  as  teach  the  adult  portion  of 
the  denomination's  new 
Presbyterian  and  Reformed 
Educational  Ministry  (PREM) 
materials.  Ben  Lane  will  teach  a 
course  for  church  officers  on  the 
Book  of  Order  of  the 
Presbyterian  Church  (U.S.A.) 

Other  courses  that  will  be  of- 
fered at  Presbytery  School 
include: 

Sunday  School  for  all  ages  — 
classes  for  teachers  that  will  em- 
phasize the  new  PREM 
materials; 

Youth  class  for  both  youths 
and  youth  advisors  taught  by 
Deb  Jackson; 

Music  taught  by  JoAnn 
Poston; 

Class  for  elders  taught  by 
Donna  Cook; 

Class  on  aging  taught  by  John 
Miller  Sr. 

Evangelism  taught  by  Jim 


1988  Summer 
Camp  Schedule 

DAY  CAMP  June  20-25 

SESSION  I  June  19-25 

SESSION  II  July  3-  9 
SESSION  III       July  17-23 

SESSION  IV  July  24-30 
SESSION  V  July  31 -Aug.  6 

SESSION  VI  Aug.  7-13 

ADVENTURE  CAMPS: 

ADVENTURE  I 
June  26-July  9 
ADVENTURE  II 

July  17-30 
ADVENTURE  III 
July  24-August  6 


National  staff  addressed  by  leaders 


Moderator  Isabel  Rogers  and 
Executive  Director  S.  David 
Stoner  both  addressed  the  na- 
tional staff  during  its  three-day 
meeting  in  Kansas  City  in  April. 

"During  my  travels  around 
the  country,  I  have  found  the 
church  to  be  healthy,  vital,  and 
alive,"  Rogers  told  the  group. 
She  also  said,  "Controversy 
within  the  church  pushes  us  to 
debate  and  a  greater,  deeper,  and 
broader  understanding.  Our 
church  bubbles  up  out  of  the  fer- 
ment of  debate. 

"Presbyterians  everywhere  are 
serving  the  purpose  and  work  of 
a  Soverign  God."  She  also  urged, 
"Presbyterians  shouldn't  treat 
the  church  like  television.  We 
don't  switch  channels  because  we 
don't  like  the  message  or  the 


preacher  or  the  music." 

We  need  also  to  recall  that 
"When  the  Lord's  Day  comes, 
we  go  to  church.  Our  very 
humanity  depends  upon  our  con- 
nection with  God."  She  said, 
"It's  not  easy  for  a  church  to 
grow  when  you  don't  offer  easy 
promises.  But  we  must  remem- 
ber not  to  seek  our  own  end.  We 
belong  to  God." 

Stoner  outlined  recent  accom- 
plishments of  the  church  and 
what  had  happened  since  the 
previous  year.  He  recalled  that 
the  church  had  named  the  min- 
istry unit  directors,  had  balanced 
the  1988  budget  with  preliminary 
planning  budget  for  1989,  and 
commenced  work  for  the  future 
with  confidence  and  hope. 

He  cited  problems  as  "Trying 


to  work  from  several  locations, 
dwindling  staff  resources,  chang- 
ing of  employees,  the  pain  of  in- 
dividual relocation,  and  others." 
He  pointed  to  signs  of  hope  such 
as  the  Reformed  curriculum,  the 
proposed  news  vehicle,  the  pro- 
gram of  New  Age  Dawning,  the 
hymnal,  the  Directory  of  Wor- 
ship, and  Statement  of  Faith, 
among  many  others. 

Stoner  then  said,  "I  have  told 
you  all  this  to  guard  you  against 
the  breakdown  of  your  faith  as 
we  build  and  rebuild.  We  need  to 
remember  that  Christ  is  the  head 
of  the  church.  Christ  calls  the 
church  into  being."  He  quoted 
from  the  Book  of  Order  and  the 
Mission  Statement  of  1985  re- 
calling priorities  such  as  "We  are 
the  people  of  God." 


m 
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DIVISION  OF  EDUCATION 
SPONSORS: 

PRESBYTERY  SCHOOL 
BUILDING  A  BETTER  PROGRAM 

(With  primary  emphasis  on 
Presbyterian,  Reformed  Educational 
Ministry  materials) 


SATURDAY,  AUGUST  13,  1988 

8:30  a.m.-3:30  p.m. 
Methodist  College,  Fayetteville 


DESIGNED  FOR  BUILDERS  OF: 

Presbyterian  Women 
Evangelism 
Youth  Fellowship 
Peacemaking 
Sunday  School  for  All  Ages 
Church  Officer  Development 
Church  Music  Programs 


Carr  that  will  make  use  of  the 
denomination's  new  materials; 

Peacemaking  taught  by  Beth 
Galloway  and  Presbyterian 
Women's  Bible  Study  Overview 
taught  by  Jo  Anne  Hull. 


Check  with  churches  or 
presbytery  office  for  more  infor- 
mation on  the  school.  "Make 
plans  now  to  attend  this  impor- 
tant leadership  opportunity," 
said  a  presbytery  spokesman. 


Commissioners  represent  presbytery 


General  Assembly  of  the  Pres- 
byterian Church  (U.S.A.)  met  in 
St.  Louis,  Missouri,  during  the 
week  of  June  7-15. 

Commissioners  who  were 
elected  to  attend  this  meeting 
from   Fayetteville  Presbytery 


were  the  following: 

Dudley  Crawford,  West  End; 
Tom  Coye,  Saint  Andrews 
Church,  Sanford;  Martin  Pro- 
veaux,  Marks  Creek  Church, 
Sanford;  and  John  Clark, 
Laurinburg  Church,  Laurinburg. 


Calendar  of  events 


JULY 

3-9 

Resident  Camp  II— Camp  Monroe 

17-23 

Resident  Camp  III— Camp  Monroe 

17-30 

Adventure  Camp  II 

24-30 

Resident  Camp  IV— Camp  Monroe 

24-August  6 

Adventure  Camp 

31 -August  6 

Resident  Camp  V— Camp  Monroe 

AUGUST 

5-7 

Administrative  Personnel  Association 

Conference— Chevy  Chase,  Md. 

7-13 

Resident  Camp  VI— Camp  Monroe 

13 

Presbytery  School — Methodist  College 

Fayetteville 

Looking  Ahead: 

August  31 -September  2:  Pastors'  Start-up— Camp  Monroe 
September  10:    Second  Assembly  of  Presbytery  "D"— 

Wilmington 
September  19:    Division  of  Women 
September  20:    Division  of  Care  and  Oversight 
September  26:    Division  of  Education 
September  28:    Division  of  Corporate  Mission 


OCTOBER: 

6-8 
11: 
14-15 
16: 

17-19: 


Peacemaking  Workshop — Camp  Monroe 
Presbytery  Council 

Face-to-Face — Sheraton-Crabtree  Inn.  Raleigh 
MOC  Rally 
Ministers'  Retreat 


'age 
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Sardis,  Forest  Hill,  Amity 
call  associate  pastors 


Steve  Price  has  been  called  as 
associate  minister  at  Sardis 
Church.  He  was  ordained  and  in- 
stalled on  June  5. 

Price  is  from  Aiken,  S.C.,  and 
attended  the  University  of  South 
Carolina.  He  has  his  master's  de- 
gree from  PSCE  and  the  MDiv 
degree  from  Columbia 
Seminary.  He  worked  for  six 
years  as  campus  chaplain  at  the 
Presbyterian  Student  Center  at 

use. 

Price's  responsibilities  at  Sar- 
dis will  include  service,  pastoral 
care,  fellowship  and  recreation, 
and  senior-high  youth. 

Clay  Barnes  is  the  new 
associate  at  Forest  Hill  Church. 

After  graduating  from 
Georgia  Tech  he  served  for  nine 
years  as  an  area  director  of 
Young  Life. 

In  1985  he  began  work  at 
Forest  Hill  as  director  of  youth 
and  family  ministries.  He  com- 


pleted work  on  the  MDiv  degree 
at  Columbia  Seminary  in  May. 

Barnes  and  his  wife,  Anne, 
have  two  daughters,  Ellen,  seven, 
and  Elizabeth,  four. 

The  service  of  ordination  and 
installation  was  to  be  held  June  26. 

The  Amity  Church  has  called 
Kyle  Otterbein  as  its  associate 
pastor.  Otterbein  is  a  recent  gra- 
duate of  Union  Seminary  in 
Richmond. 

He  is  a  native  of  Washington 
state  and  received  his  under- 
graduate education  at  the  Uni- 
versity of  Washington  and  Cen- 
tral Washington  University. 

During  his  time  at  Union  he 
worked  as  coordinator  of  youth 
groups  at  two  Presbyterian  chur- 
ches and  as  intern  pastor  for  one 
year  at  Southminster  Church  in 
Richmond. 

He  will  be  ordained  and  in- 
stalled on  July  10. 
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Mission  Division  committees 
report  at  presbytery  meeting 


By  Charles  Summers 

The  65th  stated  meeting  of 
Mecklenburg  Presbytery  was 
held  on  May  24  at  the  Alexander 
Children's  Center  in  Charlotte, 
N.C.  Dr.  Hugh  Verner,  elder  at 
Myers  Park  Church,  was  elected 
moderator. 

The  highlights  of  the  meeting 
included  the  approval  of  three 
candidates  for  ordination,  a 
video  on  the  Catawba/Mecklen- 
burg 2-cents-a-meal  program,  an 
"offering  of  letters"  for  Bread 
for  the  World,  and  the  introduc- 
tion of  an  Ethiopian  refugee 
family. 

The  Pre-ordination  and  Ex- 
aminations Committee  presented 
three  men  for  examination:  Steve 
Price  (called  as  associate  minister 
to  Sardis  Church),  Kyle  Otter- 
bein (called  as  associate  minister 
to  Amity  Church),  and  Clay 
Barnes  (called  as  associate 
minister  to  Forest  Hill  Church). 
(See  article  on  this  page.)  After 
preaching  and  answering  a  vari- 
ety of  questions,  the  three  men 
were  approved. 

Tyler  Downing,  a  minister 
transfer  from  Newport  News, 


Left  to  right  are  Roger  Durham,  Michael  Murdock,  and  Michael 
Gatliff.  Murdock,  from  Forest  Hill,  and  Gatliff,  from  Carmel, 
were  taken  under  care  as  candidates  for  ministry  at  the  May 
presbytery  meeting.  Durham  is  chair  of  the  Preparation  for 
Ministry  Committee. 

"Something  New" 
for  Central  America 
in  medical  missions 


The  Peacemaking  Committee 
and  the  International  Missions 
Committee  are  jointly  working 
on  "Something  New"  in  medical 
missions  for  Central  America. 
Early  in  1987  the  two  committees 
sponsored  a  trip  to  Costa  Rica, 
Nicaragua,  and  Guatemala.  A 
dozen  members  of  the  presbytery 
took  part  in  the  educational 
travel  seminar.  Upon  their  re- 
turn, they  began  to  discuss  ways 
to  meet  the  medical  needs  of 
some  of  the  groups  they  met  on 
their  journey. 

The  Peacemaking  Committee 
began  to  investigate  ways  to  sup- 
port a  hospital  for  amputees  in 
Managua,  Nicaragua.  This  is  the 
only  hospital  in  that  country 
which  fits  amputees  with  pros- 
thesis. 

The  committee  wrote  a  pro- 
posal for  starting  a  presbytery 
program  and  received  a  $4,000 
Burnam  Grant  from  the  General 
Assembly  Peacemaking  Office. 
The  committee  has  since  been  in 
touch  with  the  "Walk  in  Peace" 
project  through  which  North 
American  Christians  are  aiding 
the  patients  of  the  Managua 
Rehabilitation  Hospital. 

The  International  Missions 
Committee  also  began  work  on 
a  medical-help  program.  The 
group  developed  contacts  with 
the  "Healing  Wings"  Project, 
which  brings  people  from  Guate- 
mala and  Nicaragua  to  the  U.S. 
for  specialized  medical  care.  The 
committee  has  enlisted  the  do- 
vices  of  doctors  and 
veral  U.S.  cities, 


including  Charlotte.  Through 
their  contacts  with  missionaries 
in  Central  America,  they  are  able 
to  identify  people  in  urgent  need 
of  specialized  medical  treatment 
(like  open-heart  surgery). 

At  the  May  24  presbytery 
meeting,  Peacemaking  and  Inter- 
national Missions  announced 
"Something  New":  a  joint  effort 
by  these  two  presbytery  commit- 
tees to  develop  a  new  medical 
mission  project.  This  project  will 
include  both  aid  to  the  Nicaragua 
rehabilitation  hospital  and  medi- 
cal care  in  the  United  States  for 
some  Nicaraguans  and  Guate- 
malans. The  project  is  so  new 
that  it  does  not  have  a  name  yet. 

David  Chadwick  (Forest  Hill 
Church)  and  Charlie  Summers 
(Seigle  Avenue  Church)  are  cur- 
rently searching  for  interested 
people  to  form  a  steering  com- 
mittee for  this  new  effort.  In  the 
fall,  they  plan  to  offer  programs 
for  interested  churches  on  this 
mission  project.  They  also  talk  of 
their  hope  that  Presbytery  "E" 
will  find  this  a  worthy  project  to 
endorse. 

PREM  labs:  Potpourri,  Aug.  28 

This  year's  Potpourri  of  Learning,  the  last  one  under  the  name 
of  Mecklenburg  Presbytery,  will  feature  demonstration  classes  using 
the  two  tracts  of  the  Presbyterian  Reformed  Educational  Ministry — 
Bible  Discovery  and  Celebrate. 

Because  of  the  interest  in  "PREM"  and  the  beginning  of  its  use 
in  our  presbytery  and  denomination,  we  are  focusing  on  the  Sunday 
morning  church-school  class  experience.  We  will  also  offer  a  course 
for  church-school  administrators  and  courses  for  beginning  youth 
advisors.  Look  for  your  Potpourri  brochure. 

The  event  is  August  28,  2:30-5:30,  Myers  Park  Church. 


New  video  series 
probes  faith 

The  video  series  "Questions 
of  Faith"  has  recently  been 
added  to  the  resource  library. 

Fourteen  leading  Jewish, 
Protestant,  and  Catholic 
thinkers  respond  to  questions 
on  these  crucial  topics:  Who 
Is  God?  What  Good  Is 
Prayer?  What's  God  Got  to 
Do  with  Evil?  What's  Being 
Good  Good  For?  Who  Needs 
Organized  Religion?  What 
Matters  Anyway? 

The  opening  of  each  video 
includes  this  background 
statement:  "Throughout  life, 
we  find  ourselves  face  to  face 
with  basic  questions  of  belief 
and  meaning.  Sometimes  we 
outgrow  our  answers.  We 
may  even  decide  the  questions 
themselves  don't  really  matter 
any  longer. 

"But  humans  seem  to  ask 
these  questions  anew  in  the 
light  of  their  times.  This  series 
presents  a  variety  of  contem- 
porary thinkers  giving  their 
response.  We  hope  that  what 
they  say  will  provoke  response 
in  you  and  help  in  your  strug- 
gle with  the  questions." 

Older  youth  or  adult 
church-school  classes  or 
special  study  groups  would 
benefit  from  viewing  one  of 
the  tapes  as  a  part  of  an  on- 
going study  or  from  viewing 
the  series  over  a  six-week 
period. 


Va.,  was  also  accepted  into  the 
presbytery  to  be  an  associate 
minster  at  the  Myers  Park 
Church. 

The  Hunger  Action  Commit- 
tee showed  a  new  video  about  the 
work  of  Catawba/Mecklenburg 
2-cents-a-meal  offering.  Money 
from  this  offering  supports  pro- 
grams that  feed  the  elderly,  child- 
ren in  church  day-care  centers 
and  people  in  a  job-training  pro- 
gram, and  it  offers  help  through 
Crisis  Assistance  Ministry  to 
familes  in  need.  To  date  Meck- 
lenburg has  raised  $500,000 
through  this  offering. 

The  Women's  Concerns  Com- 
mittee made  a  report  on  its  work. 
It  then  invited  the  presbytery  to 
join  in  an  "offering  of  letters" 
to  ask  members  of  Congress  to 
give  more  aid  to  Third  World 
women.  This  offering  was  in 
conjunction  with  Bread  for  the 
World's  emphasis  on  "Women 
in  Developing  Countries."  The 
BFW  handouts  explained  that 
most  of  the  food  in  Third  World 
countries  is  produced  by  women, 
yet  few  of  the  U.S.  aid  programs 
are  targeted  for  the  benefit  of 
women. 


Ms.  Dora  Lee  Brown  described 
recent  efforts  of  Mecklenburg 
churches  to  help  with  refugee  re- 
settlement. Churches  in  this  pres- 
bytery have  received  refugees 
from  Poland,  Laos,  Vietnam, 
and  Ethiopia.  The  Mesele  family 
from  Ethiopia  spoke  to  the  meet- 
ing about  the  support  they  have 
received  from  the  Selwyn  Avenue 
congregation. 

In  two  other  committee  re- 
ports, the  Evangelism  Commit- 
tee told  the  governing  body 
about  its  efforts  to  train  clergy  in 
the  "New  Age  Dawning"  evan- 
gelism emphasis.  A  list  of  evan- 
gelism resources  available 
through  the  presbytery  resource 
center  was  distributed.  The 
Peacemaking  Committee  an- 
nounced a  joint  effort  with  the 
International  Missions  Commit- 
tee to  develop  a  medical  missions 
project  in  Central  America. 
(More  information  included  on 
this  page.) 

The  next  meeting  of  Mecklen- 
burg Presbytery  will  be  Septem- 
ber 27.  Fred  Horner,  associate 
minister  at  Covenant  Church,  is 
moderator-in-nomination . 


20  Cabarrus  County  churches 
will  be  part  of  Presbytery  "E' 


Cabarrus  County  is  one  of  the 
seven  counties  that  will  make  up 
the  new  configuration  of  Presby- 
tery E.  There  are  20  PC(USA) 
churches  in  Cabarrus,  five  from 
Catawba  Presbytery  and  15  from 
Concord  Presbytery.  The  chur- 
ches range  in  size  from  24  to  over 
800  members. 

Some  of  the  oldest  churches  in 
North  Carolina  are  in  Cabarrus 
County.  The  Rocky  River 
Church  was  organized  in  1755; 
Poplar  Tent,  1764;  and  Beth- 
page,  before  1792.  A  number  of 
the  former  United  Presbyterian 
churches  were  formed  at  the  time 
of  the  Civil  War. 

Cabarrus  County  has  been 
predominantly  a  textile  commu- 
nity. In  recent  years  there  have 
been  successful  efforts  to  diver- 
sify and  to  attract  new  industry. 
Some  areas  of  Cabarrus  are  bed- 
room communities  for  the  Char- 
lotte area. 

Several  ministers  in  Cabarrus 
meet  together  for  study  and 
mutual  support  at  Harrisburg. 
They  also  provide  guidance  and 
encouragement  for  new  ministers 
in  the  field. 

Among  the  former  UP  chur- 
ches there  is  a  renewed  emphasis 
on  music.  The  young  people  are 


being  taught  more  of  their  heri- 
tage through  spirituals  and  Afri- 
can music.  Opportunities  are 
provided  for  hearing  and  per- 
forming. Some  churches  have 
interdenominational  thanksgiv- 
ing services  which  offer  blended 
choirs  and  a  variety  of  styles  of 
music. 

The  churches  participate  in  the 
2-cents-a-meal  program  and 
sponsor  a  local  cooperative 
Christian  crisis  ministry  which 
has  just  consolidated  into  one 
location. 

Aside  from  support  of  synod 
and  General  Assembly  causes, 
the  churches  offer  support  to 
Hospice,  Meals-on-Wheels, 
Loaves  and  Fishes,  and  other 
local  projects.  The  First  Church, 
Concord,  became  sponsors  of  a 
Vietnamese  refugee  family  in 
May. 

Cabarrus  County  churches  will 
provide  a  strong  heritage  of 
Presbyterianism  to  Presbytery  E. 


Persons  from  the  Stephenson  Church  are  participating  in  a 
workshop  in  their  church  to  gain  a  better  understanding  of  the 
Presbyterian  Reformed  Educational  Ministry.  The  presbytery 
has  27  advocates  who  are  available  to  help  churches  as  they 
prepare  for  a  new  venture  in  the  fall. 


Presbyterian  Women 
in  'B'  hold  1st  meeting 
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Grace  Church,  Winston- 
Salem,  hosted  the  first  gathering 
of  more  than  450  Presbyterian 
women  of  proposed  Presbytery 
"B"  April  30. 

As  the  women  from  parts  of 
Concord,  Orange,  and  Yadkin 
Presbyteries  heard  the  story  of 
the  new  design  and  development 
from  the  co-moderators  of  the 
Transition  Team,  Marge  Monroe 
and  Catrelia  Hunter,  they  join- 
ed from  parts  of  the  three  into 
one  and  elected  their  new  officers 
as  proposed  by  Jane  Miller  and 
Rosa  Yourse,  co-moderators  of 
the  Transition  Nominating 
Committee. 

Cathy  Vaughn,  national  chair, 
Women  of  the  Church,  installed 
the  new  officers  using  ribbons 
the  colors  of  the  rainbow  to 
represent  the  characteristics  and 
skills  needed  to  carry  forth  God's 
work  through  God's  women. 
The  new  co-moderators  are  Cora 


Lee  Massey  of  High  Point  and 
Ann  Umstead  of  Greensboro. 

Sally  McQueen  of  Statesville 
introduced  the  speaker,  Dr. 
Thelma  Davidson  Adair,  past 
moderator  of  the  General 
Assembly.  The  women  were 
challenged  by  Dr.  Adair  to  try 
something  new,  to  take  the 
risk — from  new  relationships  will 
come  new  opportunities  to  show 
genuine  care  through  doing  the 
work  of  the  Church  responsibly. 

The  Rev.  Caroline  Gourley, 
associate  general  presbyter  for 
ministers,  Presbytery  of  Con- 
cord, and  the  Rev.  Cynthia  Hig- 
gins,  associate  pastor,  Starmount 
Church,  Greensboro,  led  the 
women  in  the  celebration  of  the 
Lord's  Supper  reaffirming  their 
faith  as  they  were  joined  in  this 
new  journey  proclaiming,  "The 
Church's  One  Foundation  is 
Jesus  Christ,  Her  Lord." 


PREM  TEACHERS: 


SUNDAY,  AUGUST  28, 1988 
A  TRAINING  WORKSHOP: 
"HELP  WITH  HOW  TO  USE  PREM" 


I  1 


^7 


Help  offered  with  new  curriculum 


The  Leadership  Development 
Work  Unit  is  pleased  to  an- 
nounce that  very  tangible,  prac- 
tical Help  is  Here  (actually  is 
coming!)  for  church-school 
teachers  planning  to  use  the  new 
P.R.E.M.  (Presbyterian  Reform- 
ed Educational  Ministry)  cur- 
riculum resources. 

Under  the  co-leadership  of  two 
PREM  Advocates,  Ron  and 
Melisha  Gilreath,  17  leaders 
have  been  recruited  to  lead  two 
identical  teacher  workshops  on 
Sunday,  August  28. 

At  Starmount  Church  in 
Greensboro  from  2:30-5:00  and 
at  First  Church,  Durham,  from 
6:30-9:00,  teachers  will  have  an 


opportunity  to  learn  how  to  use 
the  new  PREM  materials  with 
others  using  the  same  curriculum 
pieces  with  the  same  age 
children. 

Age-appropriate  classes  will  be 
offered  for  each  age  group  for 
which  the  new  resources  are 
published  and  in  both  tracks — 
Celebrate  and  Bible  Discovery. 

Teachers  are  asked  to  bring 
their  own  curriculum  materials, 
both  leader  and  pupil. 

Registration  fee  is  $3.00  per 
person  and  deadline  for  register- 
ing is  August  14.  Registration 
forms  are  available  through  your 
church  office  or  presbytery's  of- 
fice (286-0704). 


STEP  RIGHT  UP  .   .  . 

to 'the  finest  leadership  training  event  ever'. 
WHAT  IS  IT?  courses  on  all  topics  to  equip 

us  for  life  and  work  in  the  church. 
. .  .courses  such  as : 

"Pressures,  Society  and  Our  Children", 
"Make  a  Joyful  Noise  with  Hymns", 
"Helping  Youth  Become  Biblically  Literate 
"Perspectives  on  Aging", 
"Computers  in  the  Church" 
and  many,  many  more! 
WHO  IS  TEACHING?  a  expert  faculty  from  all  parts 

of  the  country  will  gather  for  this  event. 
. . . persons  such  as : 
Ben  Lacy  Rose, 
David  Bartlett, 
Ed  Pickard, 
Carolyn  Brown, 

and  the  list  goes  on  and  on! 
WHO  SHOULD  ATTEND?    YOU!  If  you  are  a  pastor 
a  teacher,  a  church  musician, 
...an  interested  church  member  who  wants  to 
better  serve  the  church  of  Jesus  Christ, then 

JFTj^O  STEP  INT0  LEA0ERSHIP  '88  is  for  YOu: 

Saturday,  September  17,  1988 
First  Presbyterian  Church 

508  West  Davis  Street,  Burlington.  NC 

8:45  a.m.  -  4:15  p.m. 

(Registration  -  8:00  a.m.) 
Sponsored  by  Orange  Presbytery 


Step 


an  officer, 
a  youth  leader, 


Leadership 


liie  KJTdLl 

Bob  Poteet,  Editor 

June  1988 

P.O.  Box  2874,  Durham  27705 

(919)  286-0704 

Presbyteries  'B,'  'C  are  at 
various  stages  of  organizing 


B  holds  2nd  Assembly 
Mr.  Robert  Scott,  state  presi- 
dent of  the  Department  of  Com- 
munity Colleges,  is  the 
moderator-in-nomination  for  the 
second  Assembly  of  Presbytery 
"B." 

A  former  governor  of  North 
Carolina  and  moderator  of 
Orange  Presbytery,  Scott  is  an 
elder  in  the  historic  Hawfields 
Church.  Unique,  we  are  sure,  to 
Presbyterianism  is  the  fact  that 
both  Scott  and  his  father,  W. 
Kerr  Scott,  were  governors  of 
the  same  state,  moderators  of  the 
same  presbytery,  and  elders  of 
the  same  church. 

Progress  reports  will  be  made 
by  the  Transitional  Council  and 
committees,  including  a  propos- 


Registrations  at 
camp  ahead 

The  Rev.  Joanne  Hull  of 

the  Outdoor  Ministries  Work 
Unit  reports  that  camp 
registrations  are  running 
ahead  of  normal  and  that 
eight  of  this  summer's  offer- 
ings are  already  full. 

Orientation  for  summer 
staff  began  June  2  at 
Presbyterian  Point.  Camp 
Director  Paul  Ransford  is  ex- 
pecting a  staff  of  14  college- 
age  staff  after  they  all  arrive. 

Orientation  activities  in- 
cluded instruction  and  first- 
aid,  CPR,  sailing,  outdoor- 
living  skills,  and  summer 
survival. 

Generous  support  of 
presbytery  and  other  gifts  will 
ensure  that  a  number  of  needy 
children  will  get  to  camp  this 
summer  from  Guilford, 
Orange,  and  Wake  Counties. 


Singles  plan 
Fun  Day 
at  camp 

A  singles  summer  Fun  Day  has 
been  set  for  Saturday,  July  16,  at 
Presbyterian  Point. 

The  event,  sponsored  by 
Orange  Presbytery's  Singles' 
Ministry  Committee,  will  include 
a  cook-out  supper  that  evening, 
followed  by  dancing  to  the 
sounds  of  Barbour  and  Hinton. 

Daytime  activities  include 
swimming,  sailing,  sunbathing, 
canoeing,  volleyball,  and  other 
summer  favorites. 

Cabins  are  available  for  those 
who  want  to  stay  overnight 
Saturday  and  a  light  breakfast 
will  be  provided  Sunday 
morning. 

Costs  for  the  event  are:  $6.00 
per  person  for  Saturday's  ac- 
tivities, including  supper;  $10.00 
per  person  for  Saturday's  ac- 
tivities, supper,  overnight  accom- 
modations, and  breakfast  Sun- 
day morning. 

For  those  staying  overnight, 
bed  linens  or  sleeping  bag  are 
needed. 

Registration  forms  are 
available  through  each  church  or 
through  presbytery's  office 
(286-0704).  Deadline  for  registra- 
tion is  July  5. 


ed  mission  statement  from  the 
Mission  Design  Committee. 
Growing  out  of  this  statement 
will  be  a  staffing  rationale  and 
the  organizational  structure  for 
the  new  presbytery. 

Mrs.  Dale  Davidson,  an  elder 
from  the  First  Church, 
Greensboro,  serves  as  moderator 
of  the  Transitional  Council. 

C  meets  for  1st  time 
The    first    Assembly  of 
Presbytery  "C"  was  held  on 
May  14  at  First  Church,  Rocky 
Mount. 

Mrs.  Jane  Rourk,  elder  from 
First  Church,  Durham,  was 
elected  moderator.  Dr.  James 
Costen,  president  of  the  In- 
terdenominational Theological 


Center,  Atlanta,  preached  the 
sermon  during  the  morning  wor- 
ship service,  which  included  the 
Sacrament  of  the  Lord's  Supper. 

The  Presbyterian  churches  in 
the  Rocky  Mount  area  jointly 
served  as  hosts  for  this  initital 
meeting. 

Members  of  the  Transitional 
Council  and  committees  were 
elected  by  the  Assembly.  These 
will  be  constituted  of  an  equal 
number  of  persons  from  the 
presbyteries  of  the  former  United 
Presbyterian  Church  and  those 
from  the  former  PCUS.  The 
Transitional  Council  and  com- 
mittees will  begin  their  work  this 
summer,  looking  to  formation  of 
the  new  presbytery  on  January  1 , 
1989. 


International  mission 
concerns  highlighted 


The  International  Mission 
Conference  was  held  the  last 
weekend  of  January  at  the 
Graham  Church.  Seventeen  dif- 
ferent mission  villages  were 
available  to  be  visited. 

The  keynote  speakers  were  Dr. 
James  Smylie  and  Dr.  David 
Jenkins.  Ms.  Carlisle  Harvard 
presented  slides  on  Russia  during 
the  lunch  hour. 

Four  refugees  who  have  been 
resettled  were  present,  thus 
reminding  all  participants  to  help 
make  congregations  aware  of  the 
continuing  need  to  help  resettle 
refugees. 

Orange  Presbyterian  Youth 
have  been  active  during  the  past 
summer  months  and  several 
groups  have  plans  for  work  pro- 
jects this  summer  in  Mexico, 
Haiti,  and  in  the  mountains  of 


PRESBYTERIAN  POINT 
July  16,  1988 


Foundation 
builds  in  Ind. 

The  Presbyterian  Foundation 
broke  ground  April  26  in  Jeffer- 
sonville,  Ind.  for  a  $1.2  million 
dollar,  two-story  building  to 
house  its  new  headquarters.  Tak- 
ing part  in  the  ceremonies  were 
officials  of  the  foundation. 

The  foundation  received  ap- 
proval from  the  General 
Assembly  Council  to  build  in 
Jeffersonville,  following  discus- 
sion and  recommendation  of 
counsel  for  the  foundation. 
Complications  centered  around  a 
lack  of  a  tax  law  in  the  state  of 
Kentucky  which  exempts  non- 
profit organizations. 


Appalachia. 

The  International  Missions 
Committee  is  aware  of  the  flow- 
ing youth  ventures  and  wish  to 
commend  the  following  churches 
and  their  youth  for  their  efforts: 
First  Church,  Burlington; 
Western  Boulevard,  Raleigh; 
First  Church,  High  Point;  and 
White  Memorial,  Raleigh. 

Individual  youths  interested  in 
working  in  a  summer  youth  ven- 
ture may  do  so  by  contacting  Son 
Servants,  P.O.  Box  8307,  Chat- 
tanooga, Tn.  37411.  This 
organization  has  several  work 
projects  planned  through 
August. 

If  your  youth  group  wishes  to 
do  a  work  venture  next  summer, 
please  contact  the  Youth 
Ministry  Coordinating  Team  in 
Atlanta. 

2  meetings 
discuss  outdoor 
ministries 

Committee  chairs,  staff 
members,  and  transitional  com- 
mittee members  who  are  involv- 
ed in  outdoor  ministries  in  North 
Carolina  have  had  two  consulta- 
tions at  Camp  New  Hope  during 
the  spring. 

New  presbytery  boundaries 
will  mean  new  alignments  for 
camp  facilities  and  programs  and 
the  two  day-long  meetings  dwelt 
on  issues  dealing  with  future 
ownership,  management,  fund- 
ing, and  staffing.  Represen- 
tatives came  from  Orange, 
Albemarle,  Wilmington, 
Asheville,  Mecklenburg,  Con- 
cord, and  Yadkin  presbyteries. 

North  Carolina  Presbyterians 
are  experiencing  good  support, 
staffing,  and  numbers  of 
campers  in  their  programs  at  this 
time.  Consultation  participants 
are  anxious  to  preserve  this  good 
support. 

Protestants  grow 
rapidly  in  China 

Chinese  Protestantism  is  now 
growing  at  a  rate  at  least  twice  as 
fast  as  the  population  of  the 
country,  said  K.H. 
began  a  three-wi 
recently. 


Page  12,  The  Presbyterian  News,  June  1988 

Barefoot  commissioned 
as  first  lay  preacher 


A  first  for  Wilmington 
Presbytery:  it  commissioned 
Jane  R.  Barefoot  as  a  lay 
preacher  at  the  338th  stated 
meeting.  This  is  the  first  person 
this  presbytery  has  commission- 
ed. 

Jane  is  the  presbytery's  former 
hunger-action  enabler.  She  at- 
tended Agnes  Scott  College  and 
did  some  work  at  Columbia 
Seminary.  She  has  served  the 
church  in  various  capacities  for 
years,  including  work  in  Chris- 
tian education.  Her  commission 
is  for  her  current  work  as 
chaplain  for  Lower  Cape  Fear 
Hospice. 

A  commissioned  lay  preacher 
is  an  office  provided  for  by  the 
Book  of  Order  (G-14.0516)  as  "a 
person  granted  a  local  commis- 
sion by  the  Presbytery  to  lead 
worship  and  preach  the  gospel." 


Jane  R.  Barefoot 

"We  wish  Jane  God's  blessing 
as  she  pursues  this  ministry,"  a 
presbytery  spokesman  said. 


Proclaim-ation 
Celebration  II 


You  think  August  is  hot?  You  don't  know  what  hot  is  until 
you  come  to  Wilmington  Presbytery's  second  Proclaim-ation 
Celebration,  "The  Year  of  the  Presbyterian,"  Saturday, 
August  27.  It's  going  to  be — dare  we  say  it — a  hot  item.  Put 
it  on  the  calendar  now.  The  Myrtle  Grove  Church  of  Wilm- 
ington will  serve  as  our  host  for  this  day-long  event. 

Louis  Weeks,  dean  of  the  Presbyterian  Seminary  in 
Louisville,  will  preach  in  the  morning  and  lead  workshops  on 
his  two  most  recent  books:  What  It  Means  to  be  a  Presbyterian 
and  Making  Ethical  Decisions. 

Melva  Costen,  professor  at  the  Interdenominational 
Theological  Center  in  Atlanta,  with  vast  experience  in  worship 
and  music,  will  be  leading  two  workshops  on  Worship  and 
Liturgy  and  Worship  Committees:  Here's  Help!  Dr.  Costen 
will  also  preach  at  the  closing  worship,  at  which  our  PC  II  choir 
will  sing. 

A  demonstration  school,  using  the  new  PREM  curriculum, 
is  a  feature  of  the  morning.  Classes  for  ages  two-three  through 
adults  will  be  led  by  experienced  teachers,  with  a  period  for 
sharing  teaching  ideas,  techniques,  and  questions. 

But  that's  only  the  tip  of  the  iceberg.  Other  workshops  in- 
clude: Managing  Stress,  Parliamentary  Procedure,  Revitaliz- 
ing the  Small  Church,  The  Personal  Experience  of  Peacemak- 
ing, Evangelism  and  Spiritual  Renewal,  Stewardship  is  More 
than  Money,  More  Effective  Office  Procedures,  Reclaiming 
Christmas,  Clown  Ministry,  Understanding  and  Studying  the 
Bible,  G.A.  Mission:  Where  Does  Your  Money  Go?  Helps  for 
Presbyterian  Women  Moderators  and  Co-ordinating  Teams, 
Children  and  Worship,  and  the  list  goes  on. 

A  particular  highlight  of  the  day  will  be  hallways  full  of 
displays  prepared  by  the  congregations  of  Wilmington 
Presbytery.  Spread  over  12  counties  in  southeastern  North 
Carolina,  these  churches  have  deep  and  valuable  histories  they 
will  seek  to  portray  in  their  displays. 

"Celebrate  the  Journey,"  the  display  saluting  the  bicenten- 
nial of  our  Presbyterian  General  Assembly,  will  be  on  hand, 
along  with  a  bookstore  featuring  several  books  recommended 
by  our  workshop  leaders. 

The  cost  for  this  event  is  $8.00  (previous  to  August  15).  After 
the  15th  the  cost  increases  to  $10.00.  The  registration  fee  in- 
cludes lunch  and  more  gifted  leaders  and  great  workshops  than 
you  can  shake  a  stick  at.  You're  invited.  Hope  you  can  come. 
For  more  information  contact  June  Tilden,  Wilmington 
Presbytery  Office,  762-8941. 


Calendar  of  events 

JUNE 

5     Vespers  service  at  Kirkwood,  Sam  Shumate,  First 
Church,  Lumberton,  guest  speaker. 
28     Committee  on  Ministry,  2  p.m.,  Wallace  Church. 


JULY 

3 

4 
13 


20 


Vespers  service  at  Kirkwood,  Bob  Bardin,  St.  Andrews- 
Covenant  Church,  Wilmington,  guest  speaker 
Presbytery  office  CLOSED  for  holiday. 
A. P. A.  Meeting  at  Elizabethtown  Church,  Elizabeth- 
town.  (Note:  People  from  Wilmington  are  to  meet  at 
Winter  Park  Church  at  11:00  to  ride  in  van.) 
Evangelism  Committee  meeting  at  1  p.m.  at  presbytery 
office. 
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4  new 

ministers 

welcomed 

At  the  338th  stated  meeting  of 
Wilmington  Presbytery,  at  the 
Cape  Carteret  Church,  four 
minister  members  were  welcom- 
ed into  the  presbytery. 

Philip  West  has  been  called  as 
the  associate  at  the  Winter  Park 
Church.  He  attended  King  Col- 
lege in  Bristol,  Tenn.,  and  Col- 
umbia Theological  Seminary. 
His  wife's  name  is  Laura  and 
they  have  a  daughter,  Ashley. 

Powell  Sykes  is  coming  to  be 
the  pastor  of  the  Hallsville 
Church.  He  attended  Virginia 
Commonwealth  University  and 
Union  Seminary  in  Richmond, 
Virginia.  He  has  two  daughters, 
Jodie  and  Christie,  and  he  and 
his  wife,  Kathy,  are  expecting 
another  child. 

William  Wing  has  been  called 
as  pastor  of  the  Pearsall 
Memorial  Church.  He  went  to 
Covenant  College  and  to 
Reformed  Theological  Seminary. 
He  was  ordained  in  Holston 
Presbytery  and  is  transferring 
from  Fayetteville.  His  wife's 
name  is  Karen  and  they  have 
three  sons:  Andrew,  Thomas, 
and  Daniel. 

William  Hawkins  is  coming  to 
the  Graves  Memorial  Church. 
He  is  a  graduate  of  Virginia 


Powell  Sykes  (left)  and  Philip  West 


William  Hawkins  (left)  and  William  Wing 


Polytechnic  Institute  and  State 
University,  Union  Seminary  in 
Virginia,  and  Yale  University 
Divinity  School.  Bill  is  transferr- 
ing for  Norfolk  Presbytery.  He 


and  wife  Lori  have  two 
daughters,  Abigail  and  Leah. 

"We  are  glad  to  have  these 
new  servants  in  our  midst,"  said 
a  presbytery  spokesman. 


Church's  youth  groups  present  musical 


The  junior  and  senior-high 
youth  groups  from  the  Winter 
Park  Church  presented  "The 
Race  Is  On"  at  the  Carolina 
Beach  Church  on  May  22.  This 
musical,  created  by  Nan  Gurley, 
Jim  Weber,  and  Billy  Sprague, 
compares  the  Christian  life  to  a 
long  distance  marathon.  "It 
reminds  us  that  when  we  trust  the 
Lord,  he  will  give  us  the  strength 
to  press  on  toward  becoming 
more  like  Christ,"  said  one 
observer. 

Those  participating  were:  Beth 
Barnes,  Neal  Barnes,  Jamie 
Costin,  Jennifer  Coxe,  Cindy 
Eaton,  Margaret  Eaton,  Jennifer 
Elliott,  Kathryn  Elliott,  Stacey 
Hagler,  Jeremy  LeRay,  Edgar 
Nunnelly,  Abby  Parker,  Mar- 
shall Perry,  Brien  Peterson,  and 
Rachel  Whaley. 

Four  of  the  groups'  advisors 
were  also  involved.  Len  Clark 
handled  the  sound  and  narra- 


tion, Jim  Sinclair  helped  with  the 
props,  Jeanne  Eaton  served  as 
program  coordinator,  and 
Eugene  Eaton  made  a  videotape 
of  the  performance. 

Following  the  performance,  a 
sandwich  supper,  provided  by 
the  women  of  the  Carolina  Beach 
Church,    was    enjoyed  by 


everyone  in  the  fellowship  hall. 

Prior  to  this  performance,  the 
group,  under  the  direction  of 
Mrs.  Llewellyn  Prince,  had 
presented  the  musical  at  their 
own  church  in  Wilmington  on 
March  6  and  at  St.  Marks 
Methodist  Church  (Midlothian, 
Va.)  on  April  16. 


2  Faison  members  honored  for  service 


The  Faison  Church  at  its  an- 
nual stewardship  dinner  honored 
two  of  its  members  who  are  retir- 
ing after  years  of  service  to  the 
church.  One  was  John  Robert 
Crow,  retiring  after  serving  as 
church  treasurer  for  36  years 
(1951-1987).  He  said,  "When  I 
took  the  job,  I  said  I  would  do 
it  for  one  year!" 

Also  honored  was  Mrs.  Peggy 
B.  Cates,  retiring  after  serving  as 
church  organist  for  28  years 
(1959-1987).  She  also  said  she 
had  "volunteered"  for  the  job. 

The  Rev.  Conrad  C.  Sharps  in 
presenting  gifts  of  appreciation 
as  well  as  plaques  to  be  displayed 
in  the  church  historical  room 
said,  "There  exist  no  finer  ex- 
amples in  our  midst  of  what  it 


WILMA  PREZ  SEZ . . 


means  to  dedicate  one's  life  to 
serving  both  church  and  com- 
munity for  Christ." 

Both  people  said  they  planned 
to  continue  to  serve  the  church 
in  any  way  needed. 

•  •  • 

Secretary/Receptionist  at  the 


presbytery  office  Wanda  Snipes 
has  left  to  pursue  another  career. 
She  had  been  with  the  presbytery 
office  over  two  and  a  half  years. 
The  other  staff  took  her  to  lunch 
at  the  Cape  Fear  Country  Club. 
"We  will  miss  Wanda  and  wish 
her  well,"  they  said. 

•  •  • 

Allyson  Matherne  is  working 
at  Burgaw  Church  as  a  summer 
intern.  She  is  a  student  at  PSCE 
and  is  from  Hahnville,  La. 

The  fall  rally  of  the  Men  of  the 
Church  will  be  held  at  Mt.  Zion 
Church  in  Rose  Hill  on  Monday, 
October  17,  with  Tyrone 
Burkette  as  speaker.  The  theme 
of  the  meeting  will  be  "How  to 
Become  Channels  of  God's  Love 
and  Grace." 
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Scott  receives  1 988  NCCCA 
Support  Worker  of  the  Year 


Jimmie  Lue  Scott,  an 
employee  of  the  Adolescent 
Center  at  Barium  Springs  Home 
for  Children,  was  named  North 
Carolina's  1988  Support  Worker 
of  the  Year  at  the  Annual 
Awards  Presentations  of  the 
North  Carolina  Child  Care 
Association  (NCCCA)  on  May  4 
at  Camp  Caraway,  N.C. 

For  17  years  Ms.  Scott  has 
prepared  some  140  meals  per  day 
for  children  and  staff.  For  the 
last  10  of  those  17  years  she  has 
managed  the  kitchen  by  herself. 

Ms.  Scott  has  been  nominated 
for  this  award  by  her  co-workers 
several  times.  They  know  that 
even  though  her  title  is  cook,  her 
job  does  not  stop  there. 

"For  many  years  Jimmie  Lue 
has  been  someone  that  the 
children  respect  and  come  to 
with  their  problems,"  said 
Adolescent  Center  Director  Abe 
Wilkinson.  "She  listens  and  en- 
courages them,  and  she  is  very 
open  and  honest.  They  know 
they  can  trust  her.  They  help  her 
with  the  kitchen  chores,  she  helps 
them  by  listening." 

Ms.  Scott  was  truly  surprised 
when  she  won  the  award.  She 
was  invited  to  attend  the  dinner 
and  awards  presentation  along 
with  the  other  nominees,  so  she 
did  not  suspect  that  she  had  won. 

"It  was  one  of  the  biggest  sur- 
pirses  of  my  life,"  said  Ms. 
Scott.  "I  don't  have  the  words  to 
express  what  this  award  means  to 
me.  All  of  the  staff  here  work 
very  hard;  I  just  wish  everyone 
could  experience  the  feeling  I 
had,  and  still  have:  it  made  me 
feel  like  a  ten-million-dollar 
woman!" 

Wilkinson  introduced  Ms. 
Scott  at  the  ceremony  and 
presented  her  with  a  plaque.  He 
told  the  audience  that  Ms.  Scott's 
dedication  to  the  children  was 
reflected  in  her  reply  when  he 
asked  her  to  attend  the 
ceremony. 

"She  wanted  to  know  who 
would  cook  the  children's  dinner 
if  she  went,"  said  Wilkinson. 
"She  always  thinks  of  them 
first." 

As  she  busily  peeled  potatoes, 
Ms.  Scott  talked  about  her  job, 
the  children,  and  the  staff  at  the 
Adolescent  Cetner. 


Abe  Wilkinson  (right)  presents  a  plaque  to  Jimmie  Lue  Scott. 


"I  love  the  children  here," 
said  Ms.  Scott.  "They  respect 
me,  even  when  I  discipline  them. 
They  help  me  keep  things  clean 
and  straightened  and  they  even 
call  me  'momma.'  I  really  enjoy 
preparing  meals  for  them 
because  it  is  satisfying  to  see 
everyone  enjoying  the  food. 

"I  have  a  good  relationship 
with  the  staff  and  my  supervisor. 
We  all  have  our  bad  days,  but  I 
generally  enjoy  my  work." 

Wilkinson  described  the  way 
employees  of  the  Home  feel 
about  Ms.  Scott. 

"Jimmie  Lue  has  a  very 
special  way  with  children.  She  is 
nurturing,  yet  firm;  she 
disciplines  them  without  making 
them  feel  they've  been  punished. 

"She  can  ask  children  to  help 
her  do  things  that  none  of  the 
other  staff  would  ever  dream  of 
asking  them  to  do,  and  they  do 
it.  Children  who  seldom  clean 
their  rooms,  let  alone  a  kitchen, 
will  help  clean  out  a  big,  greasy 
deep  fryer  just  so  they  can  be 
close  to  Jimmie  Lue." 

Ms.  Scott  is  a  remarkable 
woman.  She  reared  a  20-year-old 
daughter  by  herself,  and  four 
years  ago  took  in  the  five-year- 
old  son  of  a  favorite  niece  to 
raise  after  his  mother  died  of 
cancer. 


The  church  has  a  big  role  in 
Ms.  Scott's  life.  She  is  a  member 
of  the  Zion  Wesley  Church  in 
Troutman,  N.C,  where  she  sings 
in  the  adult  choir  and  is  president 
of  the  young  children's  choir. 

"I've  had  so  many  blessings  in 
my  life,"  said  Ms.  Scott.  "I  have 
a  wonderful  daughter  and  son;  a 
job  that  I  love,  working  with 
children  and  people  I'm  fond  of; 
this  award  which  I'm  so  proud 
of;  and  much,  much  more.  And 
I  thank  God  for  all  of  it." 

Other  recepients  of  awards 
from  the  NCCCA  were:  Sandy 
Waycaster,  Crossnore  School, 
Child-Care  Worker  of  the  Year; 
Dr.  William  H.  (Mace)  Brown, 
Board  of  Trustees  for  Baptist 
Children's  Home  of  North 
Carolina,  Trustee  of  the  Year; 
and  David  Hunt  Jernigan,  Social 
Worker  for  the  Department  of 
Social  Services  in  Asheville,  Alan 
Keith-Lucas  Friend  of  Children 
Award. 

The  Awards  Presentation 
followed  an  annual  two-day 
child-care  conference  by  the 
NCCCA  filled  with  workshops 
for  interested  member  agencies. 
This  event  usually  occurs  in  May 
and  is  held  at  Camp  Caraway. 


Barium  employees  attend 
communication  workshop 


About  80  employees  from  the 
Adolescent,  Pre- Adolescent,  and 
Family  and  Child  Development 
Centers  attended  a  four-hour 
workshop  on  the  management  of 
conflict  through  communication. 

The  workshop,  which  was  of- 
fered on  May  10  and  12  on  the 
Barium  Springs  campus,  was 
presented  by  Professor  Elliott 
Pood,  a  communications  pro- 
fessor at  the  University  of  North 
Carolina  at  Greensboro. 

In  the  workshop  Pood  describ- 
ed the  causes  of  communication 
breakdown  and  conflict,  and 
gave  techniques  for  improving 
communications  and  managing 
the  conflicts. 


Pood  said  language  was  a  less- 
than-perfect  form  of  com- 
munication which  could  easily 
result  in  misunderstandings, 
usually  leading  to  conflict.  He 
said  that  these  conflicts  were 
plentiful  in  most  businesses  and 
organizations,  but  that  they 
could  be  managed  for  the  good 
of  everyone  concerned  though 
they  are  rarely  completely 
resolved. 

Participants  in  the  workshop 
said  they  found  it  very  helpful  in 
looking  at  new  ways  to  manage 
conflicts  and  communication 
both  on  the  job  and  in  their  per- 
sonal lives. 


Pool  opens 
for  summer 

The  pool  on  the  Barium 
Springs  campus  opened  the 
first  week  of  June  to  the 
delight  of  all  the  youngsters  at 
the  Home's  three  programs. 

Kim  Cagle,  a  North 
Carolina  State  graduate  from 
Claremont,  will  be  the  pool 
manager  for  the  summer.  She 
is  Red  Cross  and  WSI  (water 
safety  instructor)  certified,  is 
certified  in  CRP,  and  has 
taught  swimming  lessons  to  all 
ages  for  several  summers. 

Full-time  lifeguard  will  be 
Dana  Whitehart,  and  part- 
time  lifeguards  will  be  Jim 
Dickerson  and  Mike  White. 
All  three  are  certified 
lifeguards  and  live  in 
Statesville. 


...Or 
So  It 
Seems 

A  Department  of  Human  Re- 
sources official  reports  that  over 
1750  seriously  emotionally  im- 
paired teenagers  are  in  the 
custody  of  the  state.  It  would 
cost  $35  million  to  adequately 
serve  these  youth.  But  even  if  the 
money  was  available,  they  could 
not  be  helped  due  to  a  lack  of 
services. 

Our  work  with  a  few  of  these 
young  people  has  proven  that 
some  can  be  helped.  It  has  also 
brought  much  positive  attention 
from  public  and  private  child- 
welfare  workers.  Although  so 
much  goes  undone,  I  am  proud 
to  be  a  part  of  an  agency  and  a 


Earle  Frazier,  ACSW 
Executive  Director 

church  which  will  dare  to  under- 
take the  most  difficult  of  tasks. 

And  I  am  thankful  for  those 
of  you  who  find  this  undertak- 
ing worthy  of  your  prayers  and 
financial  support.  Please  know 
that  you  do  make  a  difference  in 
the  lives  of  a  few  of  these  needy 
youth.  And  be  assured  that  we 
are  doing  everything  possible  to 
"show  the  way"  so  that  other 
agencies  can  gear  up  to  make  a 
difference  with  still  others. 
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WHOOPS!!! 


During  an  Adolescent  Center  Activities  Day  on  May  18,  youth 
and  staff  had  a  relay  race  when  the  object  was  to  run  to  the 
designated  line  and  back  while  carrying  an  egg  balanced  on  a 
spoon.  Break  the  egg  and  suffer  the  "shattering"  consequences 
of  having  to  start  over  with  a  fresh  egg.  Activities  Days  are 
designed  to  bring  youth  and  staff  closer  together,  and  for 
everyone  to  have  a  great  time. 


HOMECOMING  1988 

August  6th  and  7th 

Looking  forward  to  seeing  YOU  there! 

James  Ramsey, 
President,  Alumni  Association 


in  Memory  —  In  Honor 

Barium  Springs  Home  for  Children 


Donor  

Address 


IN  MEMORY  —  IN  HONOR 

My  gift  of  S  is  enclosed. 

I  wish  to  Z  Honor  Remember 


Name  of 

Honoree  or  Deceased 
Address  


On  the  occasion  of   

Date  of  death  if  applicable 

Survivor  to  notify   

Address  


Relationship  of  survivor  to  honoree 


P.O.  Box  1,  Barium  Springs,  NC  28010 
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Union  Seminary  launches 
evangelism  funds  drive 


Union  Seminary  recently 
received  a  $50,000  challenge 
grant  from  the  Outreach  Foun- 
dation to  help  underwrite  the 
Visiting  Chair  of  Evangelism, 
provided  matching  funds  can  be 


raised  by  July  1. 

These  funds  will  underwrite 
the  cost  of  calling  the  first  per- 
son to  the  Visiting  Chair  of 
Evangelism  for  a  three-year 
period. 


Persons  who  wish  to  contri- 
bute to  this  special  evangelism 
program  at  UTS  may  send  their 
gifts  to  Union  Seminary,  3401 
Brook  Road,  Richmond,  Vir- 
ginia 23227. 


Graduates  join  Alumni/ ae  Association 


Louis  H.  Zbinden,  pastor  of 
First  Church  in  San  Antonio, 
Tex.,  addressed  the  1988  gradu- 
ating class  at  its  annual  Alum- 
ni/ae  Banquet  with  words  of 
warning  and  encouragement.  In 
his  opening  remarks  he  stressed 
the  importance  of  the  graduates' 
ministries  to  the  lonely,  the 
despairing,  the  alcoholics,  and 
the  adulterers  in  the  communities 
in  which  they  will  serve.  And  he 
urged  them  to  be  sensitive  to  the 
cries  of  those  in  their  congrega- 
tions and  to  the  cries  of  the  lov- 
ed ones  in  their  own  homes. 

Zbinden  cautioned  the  mem- 
bers of  the  class  to  beware  of 
three  things  in  their  ministries. 
"Phoniness  is  a  pitfall  in  min- 
istry," he  said.  "It  is  all  too  easy 
to  fake  it." 

He  pointed  out  that  ministry  is 
a  profession  which  deals  with  the 
mysteries  of  life:  faith,  despair, 


and  hope.  It  is  easy  to  bor- 
row sermons,  memorize  a  few 
prayers,  listen  carefully  to 
everyone. 

But,  he  noted,  prayers  must 
come  from  the  heart  and  preach- 
ing must  come  from  the  soul  if 
one  is  to  be  truly  faithful  to 
God's  calling. 

Professionalism  can  be  a  pit- 
fall, too.  For  some  pastors, 
Zbinden  indicated,  the  "ladder 
has  replaced  the  cross."  The 
climb  to  the  top  of  the  big 
steeple  has  left  many  feeling 
empty.  Then,  he  said,  they  have 
chosen  to  climb  the  ladder  to 
Gethsemane. 

"The  only  ladder  I  remember 
in  the  Bible  was  Jacob's  ladder," 
Zbinden  said,  "and  in  that  in- 
stance, it  was  not  Jacob  who 
climbed  it,  but  angels." 

Zbinden  compared  the  minis- 
try to  a  triangle  composed  of 


lines  and  angles.  The  lines  are 
represented  by  preaching,  teach- 
ing, and  pastoral  care.  The 
angles  which  support  the  lines 
must  be  balanced  or  the  triangle 
cannot  be  properly  formed  nor 
properly  supported. 

It  is  up  to  the  pastor  to  develop 
the  three  private  angles:  prayer, 
reading  of  the  scripture,  and 
spiritual  discipline,  said  Zbinden, 
and  he  urged  the  men  and 
women  present  to  "work  the 
angles,"  in  order  to  have  a  firm 
basis  for  their  faith. 

The  Alumni/ae  Association 
sponsors  this  dinner  each  year 
for  graduates,  their  spouses,  and 
members  of  the  faculty  and  staff. 
Elected  to  serve  as  representative 
of  the  class  of  1988  to  the  Alum- 
ni/ae Board  was  W.  Glen  Bell  of 
Durham,  N.C.,  who  received  his 
M.Div.  degree  on  May  22. 


Retiring  Barber-Scotia 
president  McLean  honored 


Dr.  Mable  McLean,  retiring 
president  of  Barber-Scotia  Col- 
lege, was  honored  with  an  ap- 
preciation banquet  recently.  She 
retires  effective  June  30.  She  has 
worked  for  the  college  for  more 
than  30  years  total,  beginning  as 
an  instructor  in  education  and 
psychology  in  1943.  She  became 
acting  president  in  1974  and  later 
president. 

Dr.  McClean  also  received  the 
first  annual  Award  for  Leader- 
ship Excellence  and  Outstanding 
Service  to  Higher  Education  at 
this  year's  annual  meeting  of  the 
General  Assembly  of  the  Presby- 
terian Church  (U.S.A.)  in  St. 
Louis,  earlier  in  June.  In  present- 
ing the  award,  Mary-Linda  Mer- 
riam,  moderator  of  the  General 
Assembly's  Committee  on  Higher 
Education,  said  the  retiring 
Barber-Scotia  president  "exem- 
plifies and  lives  the  finest  quali- 
ties this  church  and  its  institu- 
tions have  to  offer  the  world." 


Under  her  administration,  the 
school  gained  accreditation,  built 
a  chapel,  strengthened  the  aca- 
demic programs,  stabilized  stu- 
dent enrollment,  started  a 
faculty-improvement  program, 
and  placed  three  buildings  on  the 
National  Register  of  Historic 
Places. 

In  1986,  Dr.  McLean  was 
named  head  of  the  United  Negro 
College  Fund  Presidents  —  the 
first  woman  to  head  the  organi- 
zation. 

Rep.  W.  G.  Hefner  (D-N.C.) 
said  she  has  done  "a  magnificent 
job."  Dr.  Cordell  Wynn,  chair- 
man of  the  Presidents'  Round- 
table  of  the  Presbyterian  Church 
(U.S.A.),  said,  "There  is  only 
one  word  that  can  describe  Dr. 
McLean,  and  that  is  unsink- 
able." 

Among  others  paying  tribute 
were  Dr.  Christopher  Edley,  ex- 
ecutive director  of  the  United 
Negro  College  Fund;  the  Rev. 


Carroll  Jenkins,  administrator  of 
the  Baltimore  office  of  the  Synod 
of  the  Mid-Atlantic;  Betty  Irwin, 
of  the  Westminster  Society  of 
Presbyterian  Women;  and  Mayors 
Bernie  Edwards  of  Concord  and 
Bachman  Brown  of  Kannapolis, 
as  well  as  many  others. 

Dr.  McLean  also  served 
Barber-Scotia  as  chair  of  the 
elementary-education  depart- 
ment and  dean  of  the  college. 
She  graduated  first  in  her  class 
when  it  was  a  junior  college  and 
graduated  summa  cum  laude 
from  Johnson  C.  Smith  Univer- 
sity. She  earned  a  graduate 
degree  at  Howard  University  and 
studied  also  at  Northwestern 
University,  Catholic  University, 
and  the  Institute  of  Education 
Management  at  Harvard  Univer- 
sity. 

Succeeding  her  is  Dr.  Tyrone 
Burkette,  former  associate  ex- 
ecutive of  the  Synod  of  North 
Carolina. 


President  T.  Hartley  Hall  (right)  confers  a  diploma. 

74  received  degrees 
at  commencement 


Seventy-four  seminarians 
received  degrees  from  Union 
Theological  Seminary  in  Virginia 
on  Sunday,  May  22,  at  the  semi- 
nary's 176th  commencement  ex- 
ercises. Services  were  held  at 
Ginter  Park  Church  near  the 
campus.  Joanna  M.  Adams,  pas- 
tor of  North  Decatur  Church  in 
Decatur,  Georgia,  delivered  the 
commencement  address. 

Scholarships  and  awards  to 
graduates  and  undergraduate  stu- 
dents were  announced  prior  to 
commencement  at  a  chapel  ser- 
vice on  May  20.  Richmond  resi- 
dents receiving  awards  were 
Charles  Nicholson  Bowdler, 
LoAnn  Christy  Fairman,  Barrie 
Miller  Kirby,  Karen  Hall  Par- 
sons, and  Mary  Harris  Todd. 
Other  Virginia  residents  receiving 
awards  were  Paul  Windsor 


Bonham  of  Vienna,  Kevin  John 
O'Brien  of  Petersburg,  and  Jef- 
frey Scott  Wood  of  Alexandria. 

North  Carolina  residents 
receiving  honors  were  Warren 
Glen  Bell  of  Durham,  Claire 
Vonk  Brooks  and  Gary  Harold 
Brooks  of  Belmont,  Glenn  Mark 
Coleman  of  Cedar  Mountain, 
and  William  Stacy  Johnson  Jr. 
of  Southern  Pines.  Graduate 
fellowships  were  awarded  to 
Charles  Lynn  Aaron  of  Lumber- 
ton,  Phillip  Knox  Gladden  of 
Rocky  Mount,  and  Stephen  Ed- 
mond  Young  of  Jacksonville. 

One-third  of  this  year's 
graduating  class  are  women, 
while  65  percent  are  married, 
many  with  families.  Seven 
couples  plan  to  serve  the  church 
as  co-pastors  or  as  solo  pastors 
in  adjacent  parishes. 


Concert  helps  crisis  center 


Presbyterian  Campus  Ministry 
students  at  the  University  of 
North  Carolina  at  Chapel  Hill 
raised  over  $750  for  the  Orange 


Warren  Wilson 
program  noted 

Warren  Wilson  College  has 
won  recognition  for  the  sec- 
ond year  in  a  row  as  having 
the  outstanding  science  pro- 
gram for  a  small  college  in 
North  Carolina.  The  recogni- 
tion came  from  the  N.C.  State 
Academy  of  Sciences  at  its  an- 
nual meeting. 

Warren  Wilson  students 
must  complete  an  original  re- 
search project  and  present 
findings  to  their  peers  at  a 
seminar,  where  the  faculty 
critiques  the  research  and  pre- 
sentation. 


Davidson  gets  minority  science  grant 


The  Howard  Hughes  Medical 
Institute  has  awarded  a  $700,000 
grant  to  Davidson  College  for 
the  improvement  of  teaching,  re- 
search, and  minority  programs  in 
the  sciences,  college  President 
John  W.  Kuykendall  announced 
Monday,  May  23. 

Davidson  was  one  of  44  lib- 
eral-arts colleges  or  historically 
black  institutions  to  receive  an 
award  in  the  grant  program, 
which  totals  $30.4  million.  Titled 
the  "Undergraduate  Biological 
Sciences  Education  Initiative,"  it 
intends  to  support  education 


related  to  biology  and  medicine 
in  outstanding  liberal-arts  col- 
leges and  to  increase  the  number 
of  persons  from  diverse  ethnic 
groups  entering  biomedical  re- 
search careers. 

"This  grant  is  particularly 
timely  for  Davidson  just  now, 
given  our  special  interest  in  at- 
tracting more  students,  especial- 
ly minority  students,  into  scien- 
tific studies  and  medicine,"  said 
Kuykendall. 

Davidson's  $700,000  grant  will 
be  used  in  four  ways: 

•  five-year  support  of  new 


faculty  appointments  in  biology 
and  physics,  with  start-up 
research  assistance  for  the  new 
faculty.  The  appointments  are 
expected  to  be  made  within  one 
year. 

•  academic  development  in 
the  sciences  through  Davidson's 
"Love  of  Learning"  program 
for  minority  students  in  Char- 
lotte-Mecklenburg schools 

•  scientific  research  oppor- 
tunities for  students 

•  acquisition  of  scientific 
equipment. 

"These  funds  will  assist  the 


college  in  improving  the  teaching 
of  biology  and  related  disciplines 
to  undergraduates,  with  special 
attention  to  minority  students," 
said  Robert  C.  Williams,  vice- 
president  for  academic  affairs 
and  dean  of  the  faculty.  "It  pro- 
vides us  with  new  resources  to 
make  certain  that  our  students 
have  some  contact  with  advanced 
research  equipment  and  techni- 
ques before  they  reach  graduate 
school  and  professional  training. 

"It  also  enables  Davidson  to 
improve  instruction  in  areas  such 
as  molecular  biology." 


County  Rape  Crisis  Center  at  a 
recent  benefit  concert.  The 
students  organized  the  concert  in 
response  to  the  Rape  Crisis 
Center's  "Keep  the  Center 
Alive"  Drive. 

The  Orange  County  Rape  Cri- 
sis Center  helps  victims  of  rape, 
sexual  assault,  and  child  sexual 
abuse;  it  also  sponsors  commu- 
nity-education programs  on 
awareness  and  prevention  of  sex- 
ual violence.  This  year,  a  $20,000 
funding  shortfall  threatens  the 
continuation  of  these  services. 

"The  students  wanted  to  ac- 
knowledge the  importance  of 
these  services  to  the  safety  and 
well-being  of  their  community," 
said  the  Rev.  Rebecca  Reyes, 
Presbyterian  campus  minister. 
"If  we  as  community  members 
value  those  services,  we  must  all 
work  together  to  keep  the  Center 
alive." 

The  concert  was  held  on  April 
30  at  the  Presbyterian  Student 
Center  in  Chapel  Hill  and 
featured  two  local  bands,  Rebec- 
ca and  the  Hi-Tones  and  Tracy 
Drach  and  David  Bennett.  Ap- 
proximately 200  people  gathered 
to  hear  "Drach  and  Droll"  play 
their  eclectic  blend  of  folk  tunes, 
blues,  and  originals,  then  danced 
to  the  swing  music  of  Rebecca 
and  the  Hi-Tones. 

Volunteers  from  Presbyterian 
Campus  Ministry  and  the  Orange 
County  Rape  Crisis  Center  joined 
forces  to  promote  the  event, 
distribute  tickets,  sell  refresh- 
ments, and  provide  literature 
about  the  Rape  Crisis  Center's 
services. 


Good  News  Women 
Lesson  11:  July 
The  Daughters  of  Zelophehad 

Circle  Bible  Leaders  Study  Guide 
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By  Carol  T.  (Pinky)  Bender 

What  do  you  think  of  equal  rights  for 
all  persons?  How  would  you  cast  your 
vote  if  you  had  to  say  "yes"  or  "no"  to- 
day to  the  Equal  Rights  Amendment? 
How  do  you  feel  about  ERA? 

Surely  few  subjects  in  recent  years  have 
caused  more  intense  feelings  than  this 
issue.  Some  said  the  amendment  was  ab- 
solutely necessary  to  further  the  position 
of  women.  Some  said  the  amendment  was 
unnecessary — even  dangerous — and 
would  open  up  all  kinds  of  horrible  op- 
tions. Some  said  legislation  was  already 
in  place  to  accomplish  equal  right,  but  the 
laws  needed  to  be  enforced. 

Keep  Reading! 

As  I  picture  the  folks  reading  this  arti- 
cle, I  can  see  half  of  you  smiling  and  settl- 
ing in  for  a  neat  pro-ERA  study!  I  see  the 
other  half  frowning,  arms  folded  defiant- 
ly and  settling  in  to  skin  me  alive!  I  hope 
that  both  groups  will  stick  with  me!  The 
pro-ERA  supporters  are  in  for  a  shock! 
The  anti-ERA  supporters  are  also  in  for 
a  shock! 

Let's  continue  our  study  of  "Good 
News  Women."  You'll  miss  these  women 
if  you  read  chapters  27  (verses  1-11)  and 
36  of  the  Book  of  Numbers  too  rapidly. 
Or,  if  you  skim  over  Joshua  17,  you'll 
bypass  their  story  altogether.  Most  books 
on  "women  in  the  Bible"  omit  them.  The 
Interpreter's  Bible  allots  16  lines  of  ex- 
egesis to  this  passage  and  not  one  word 
of  exposition  of  this  text! 

And,  even  if  you  have  already  "dis- 
covered" them,  you  may  trip  over  their 
tongue-tangling  names  when  you  teach 
their  message!  Who  are  these  "mystery" 
women?  They  are  Mahlah,  Noah, 
Hoglah,  Milcah,  and  Tirzah:  the 
daughters  of  Zelophehad. 

If  the  story  of  these  women  brings 
smiles  to  the  faces  of  those  who  promote 


full  and  equal  rights  for  all  persons  in  to- 
day's society,  imagine  the  ripple  the 
daughters  caused  in  Moses's  day  when 
women  not  only  had  no  rights,  but  were 
considered  property  themselves. 

Yet  these  women,  maybe  fresh  from  an 
assertiveness  training  seminar(!),  ap- 
proached Moses  to  respectfully  request 
that  they  be  given  what  they  felt  was  their 
rightful  inheritance.  They  knew  the  rules; 
they  knew  that  the  only  way  to  retain  their 
family  homeplace  was  to  have  it  assign- 
ed to  them.  Maybe  this  story  is  an  exam- 
ple of  "What  do  we  have  to  lose?" 

Why  should  the  Zelophehads  lose  their 
land  because  their  father  had  no  sons? 
And  why  should  the  women  lose  their  in- 
heritance because  they  were  not  men? 
Why  should  the  Zelophehad  property 
pass  on  to  distant  relatives  when  Papa  Z 
had  five  children  of  his  own  who  ap- 
parently had  enough  gumption  to  take 
care  of  the  estate? 

So  the  five  daughters  of  Zelophehad 
approached  Moses,  the  priest  Eleazar,  the 
leaders,  and  the  whole  congregation — no 
clandestine  meeting  was  this!  The  women 
publicly  stated  their  case,  recalling  their 
father's  past  loyalty  to  Moses  and  stating 
their  desire  to  keep  their  father's  name 
alive  as  two  pieces  of  evidence  to  substan- 
tiate their  claim  as  heiresses.  These 
women  filed  the  earliest  lawsuit  on  record 
that  is  still  cited  as  an  authority! 

Moses  Goes  to  God 

Moses  took  the  case  to  the  Holy 
Lawgiver,  the  God  of  justice  and  right. 
The  decision  came  back  in  favor  of  the 
daughters  of  Zelophehad,  and  a  new 
chapter  in  judicial  procedure  was  written. 
What  a  victory  for  these  courageous 
women  who  discerned  their  rights,  clear- 
ly articulated  these  rights,  and  worked 
through  the  proper  channels  to  achieve 
their  goal. 

It  is  very  surprising  that  the  story  of  the 


daughters  of  Zelophehad's  story  is  not 
more  widely  known.  It  seems  as  if  this 
strong  Biblical  affirmation  of  the  rights 
of  women  in  a  time  of  history  when  the 
word  "rights"  was  a  joke  would  make  the 
story  worth  telling.  But  the  story  hasn't 
been  told. 

Why?  Is  the  story  too  embarrassing?  Is 
the  story  too  politically  "hot  to  handle"? 
What  would  folks  think  of  the  modern 
women's  movement  if  they  realized  that 
this  path  toward  equal  rights  began  in  the 
days  of  Moses? 

The  daughters,  because  of  their  bold 
encounter  with  the  folks  who  could 
ultimately  determine  their  future,  receiv- 
ed a  definite  law  from  God  for  just  rights 
of  inheritance  for  daughters. 

The  daughters  presented  their  case. 
There  is  no  mention  that  they  had  any  ad- 
vocate to  speak  for  them,  but  they  must 
have  managed  to  present  their  cause  in- 
geniously enough.  Perhaps  their  case  was 
so  plain  and  honest  that  it  spoke  for  itself. 
Whatever  the  exact  circumstances,  we  do 
know  that  God  honored  their  request. 

What  can  be  learned  from  these 
courageous  women  for  use  in  today's 
society?  What  positive  examples  do  these 
five  give  us  for  not  only  pursuing  rights 
for  women,  but  also  rights  for  men,  for 
young,  for  old,  for  black,  for  white,  for 
other  persons  of  color,  creed. ..for  all  of 
God's  children. 

Role  Models 

First,  it  seems  that  the  daughters  of 
Zelophehad  presented  their  "case"  in 
quiet  dignity.  Perhaps  it  is  not  stated  that 
way  in  the  Biblical  text,  but  surely  they 
must  have  figured  that  the  odds  were 
stacked  against  them.  And  with  the  odds 
stacked  against  them,  tearful  tirades 
would  not  endear  them  to  their  col- 
leagues, male  or  female. 

The  best  approach  to  this  situation  was 
a  straightforward  presentation  of  the 


facts  as  they  were  currently  viewed  by  the 
five  survivors  of  Papa  Zelophehad  who 
just  happened  to  be  female.  Israelites  saw 
land  as  a  gift  from  God.  The  land  had 
been  in  their  family  for  years;  their 
livelihood  was  in  the  land.  Why  should 
they  be  a  burden  to  the  Israelite  welfare 
system  when  they  could  manage  on  their 
own? 

Perhaps  the  second  thing  is  obvious, 
perhaps  not,  but  the  women  made  their 
appeal  to  the  right  people,  the  correct  of- 
ficials who  were  in  charge.  So  often,  folks 
jump  over  the  lesser-known  people  and 
go  for  the  top.  They  insist  on  speaking 
only  with  the  president  of  the  company, 
the  manager  of  the  store,  the  chair  of  the 
executive  committee  when  the  matter 
could  actually  be  settled  quickly  and  more 
efficiently  by  working  within  the  system. 

There  are  times  when,  having  tried  all 
else,  a  well-placed  telephone  call  or  letter 
works  wonders.  But  that  is  not  the  place 
to  start  negotiations.  The  daughters  of 
Zelophehad  give  the  folks  down  the  lad- 
der a  chance! 

It  also  appears  that  these  women  had 
earned  their  credentials  in  the  Israelite 
community.  These  were  not  five  pushy, 
uppity,  aggressive  females  who  literally  or 
figuratively  stomped  their  collective  feet 
and  demanded  their  share  of  the  land, 
demanded  that  the  system  be  changed  to 
suit  their  particular  circumstances, 
demanded  that  exceptions  be  made  to  the 
long-standing  Covenant  Code  of  land 
distribution.  The  women  who  appeared 
before  Moses  were  calm,  quiet,  polite 
women  who  had  carefully  thought  out 
their  presentation  and  were  assertive 
enough  to  stand  before  the  officials  and 
get  a  hearing. 

The  daughters  of  Zelophehad,  "Good 
News  Women"  in  Moses's  day,  continue 
as  models  in  our  own  day  of  "working 
within  the  system." 


Increased  racism  addressed 


Evangelism  meeting  aims  to 
draw  15,000  participants 


These  Presbyterians  attended  an  ecumenical  conference  on 
"Resurgence  in  Racism:  A  Sign  of  the  Times?"  sponsored  by 
the  North  Carolina  Council  of  Churches  and  held  in  Greensboro 
April  29-30.  Denominational  caucuses  addressed  racism  within 
each  church. 

Shown  left  to  right  are  John  Wilkerson,  (back  row:)  Marvin 
Bewington,  Carol  Valencourt,  Roy  Valencourt,  Phyllis  Sanders, 
Enoch  Kearney,  Kay-Robert  Volkwijn,  Peggy  Olney,  Buddy 
Olney,  (front  row:)  Jeanette  Stokes,  Carlton  Eversley,  and  Kin 
Hennis. 

Affordable  vacation  offered 


on  scenic  college 

Presbyterian  Family  Week  at 
Lees-McRae  College,  July  17-23, 
will  offer  families  an  affordable 
vacation  in  the  mountains  of 
western  North  Carolina.  The 
cost  of  $19.50  per  day  for  adults 
and  $17.50  for  children  aged 
four  through  1 1  includes  lodging 
in  a  dorm  and  three  meals  per 
day.  In  addition  to  recreation 
and  sightseeing  in  the  area,  there 


campus 

will  be  daily  devotional  services 
and  access  to  the  college's 
swimming  pool,  lake,  tennis 
courts,  and  track,  as  well  as  a 
nearby  public  golf  course. 

Reservations  are  necessary  and 
may  be  made  through  the  Office 
of  Continuing  Education  at 
Lees-McRae  College,  Banner 
Elk,  N.C.  28604  (telephone 
704-898-5241). 


More  than  50  denominations 
will  sponsor  an  evangelism  con- 
ference that  seeks  to  attract 
15,000  participants  and  that  will 
address  how  congregations  can 
reach  out  to  the  unchurched. 
Congress  '88  will  take  place 
August  4-7  at  the  Rosemont 
Horizon  Coliseum  in  Chicago. 

The  Presbyterian  Church 
(U.S.A.)  is  a  sponsor;  others  in- 
clude the  Roman  Catholic 
Church,  the  Southern  Baptist 
Convention,  the  United  Metho- 
dist Church,  and  many  more. 
The  General  Assembly  Mission 
Board  and  the  Program  Agency 
Board  endorsed  the  meeting. 

The  conference  has  four  goals: 
celebrate  Jesus  as  savior  and 
sovereign  for  America  and  the 
world;  challenge  churches  to 
show  God's  love  by  responding 
to  social  needs;  show  American 
churches'  unity  of  purpose  to 
reach  the  90  million  unchurched 
people  in  the  country;  and  in- 
spire, instruct,  and  motivate 
American  churches  to  reach  the 
unchurched. 

There  will  be  about  200  work- 
shops and  six  forums. 

Speakers  for  seven  plenary  ses- 
sions incude  General  Eva  Bur- 
rows, international  commander 


of  the  Salvation  Army;  Joseph 
Cardinal  Bernardin  of  the  Arch- 
diocese of  Chicago;  George 
Gallup  Jr.,  pollster  and 
Episcopal  layman;  Charles  Col- 
son,  presidential  aide  in  the  Nix- 
on Administration  and  Southern 
Baptist;  the  Rev.  Leighton  Ford, 
Presbyterian  evangelist  from 
Charlotte,  N.C;  and  the  Rev. 
Grady  Allison,  Presbyterian 
evangelism  official. 

For  information  on  the  meet- 
ing, including  costs,  contact 
Congress  '88,  P.O.  Box  17093, 
Washington,  D.C.  20041  (tele- 
phone 703-471-1988). 

Anyone  interested  in  religious 
nurture  of  mentally  retarded 
people  is  invited  to  attend  the  an- 
nual conference  of  the  National 
Apostolate  with  Mentally  Re- 
tarded Persons,  to  take  place 
August  3-6  at  the  University  of 
North  Carolina  at  Charlotte. 

Called  "Celebrate  the  Jour- 
ney," the  meeting  will  be 
ecumenical  and  will  feature  na- 
tionally known  speakers  from 
several  denominations.  They  in- 
clude the  Rev.  Harold  Wilke, 
founder  and  director  of  the  Heal- 
ing Community,  and  John  Card- 
inal O'Connor,  archbishop  of 
New  York. 


The  meeting  will  offer  more 
than  30  workshops. 

For  more  information,  contact 
Sister  Nancy  Nance  or  Ms. 
Regina  Moody,  Holy  Angels, 
418  North  Main  St.,  Belmont, 
N.C.  28012  (telephone  704- 
825-4161). 


ADD-A-PAD 
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PEW  REFINISHING 

Our  installers  have  upholstered  over  1,000 
churches.  1 5  year  wear  warranty.  We  can  upholster 
your  pews  on  site  for  less  than  loose  cushions! 
Call  us  for  a  FREE  estimate:  '. 
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Elections  for  Assembly  moderator,  stated  clerk  held 
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union.  He  was  elected  first  clerk 
of  the  reunited  church  in  1984, 
one  year  after  reunion. 

When  Oscar  McCloud,  head 
of  the  Fund  for  Theological  Edu- 
cation and  a  former  national 
church  executive,  nominated  An- 
drews, he  stressed  the  incum- 
bent's experience  of  "what  the 
church  needs  at  this  time." 

"The  one  person  who  carries 
within  him  experientially  the 
knowledge  of  all  that  has  gone 
on  in  making  this  church  what  it 
is  in  1988  is  Jim  Andrews," 
McCloud  said.  "We  dare  not 
lose  that  resource  at  a  time  when 
there  has  been  so  much  change 
in  the  Presbyterian  church." 

And  in  his  own  words  prior  to 
the  vote,  Andrews  cited  his  ex- 
perience, ecumenical  involve- 
ment, and  direction  of  the  na- 
tional staff  at  a  particularly 
tumultuous  time  in  Presbyterian 
history.  "We  will  never  learn 
where  we  are  going  until  we  lay 
hold  of  where  we  came  from," 
he  said. 


Nelson's  candidacy  was  char- 
acterized by  her  plea  for  an  "af- 
firmation of  my  call"  to  the  post 
and  her  promise  to  build  "open, 
trusting  relationships"  through- 
out the  church.  This  comment 
was  an  apparent  reference  to 
aspects  of  Andrews's  leadership 
style,  which  Andrews  himself  ad- 
mits some  have  called  abrasive  at 
times. 

Nominating  process 
controversial 

Though  Nelson's  nomination 
came  as  a  unanimous  recommen- 
dation and  with  high  commenda- 
tion from  the  Assembly  Commit- 
tee on  the  Nomination  of  a 
Stated  Clerk,  the  process  for 
choosing  the  church's  highest 
executive  officer  itself  came 
under  question  at  the  Assembly. 
In  nominating  Nelson,  the  Rev. 
Robert  A.  Chesnut,  moderator 
of  the  committee,  said  that 
though  some  favored  nominating 
more  than  one  candidate,  it 
"soon  become  clear  that  there 
was  an  enthusiastic  and  over- 
whelming consensus  in  favor  of 


one  candidate." 

The  committee  did  not  make 
public  the  names  of  the  other 
persons  interviewed  earlier  in 
closed  sessions.  Chesnut  said  the 
panel  chose  to  "honor  the  con- 
fidentially of  those  candidates 
who  had  not  chosen  to  make 
their  application  public  know- 
ledge." 

What  did  become  public 
knowledge,  apparently  inadver- 
tently, was  the  fact  that  the  com- 
mittee had  received  copies  of  an 
end-of-term  performance  review 
of  Andrews,  conducted  by 
another  committee  chosen  to 
evaluate  the  stated  clerk's  per- 
formance and  report  to  the 
nominating  committee. 

A  speaker  from  the  floor  of 
the  Assembly  questioned 
whether  it  was  fair  for  the  com- 
mittee to  have  received  a  report 
which  Andrews  himself  had  not 
seen.  Though  the  review  process 
stipulates  that  the  end-of-term 
report  be  discussed  with  the  in- 
cumbent stated  clerk,  it  does  not 
direct  the  committee  to  share  it 
with  the  officer,  said  Chesnut. 


Though  that  report  allegedly 
contained  comments  critical  of 
the  present  stated  clerk,  it  also 
contained  many  comments 
favoring  Andrews,  Chesnut  said. 

Addressing  a  news  conference 
following  the  nomination,  Ches- 
nut said  his  committee  had  been 
"uncomfortable"  with  the  fact 
that  it  had  the  report.  "The 
standing  rules  put  us  in  an  awk- 
ward position,"  he  said,  and 
added  that  the  members  of  the 
committee  will  be  making  recom- 
mendations designed  to  alter  the 
process. 

New  moderator 

Hall  defeated  four  other 
ministers  for  moderator.  They 
were  Juventino  Ballesteros, 
Savannah,  Ga.;  James  C.  Spald- 
ing, Iowa  City,  Iowa;  James  R. 
Struthers,  Stillwater,  Okla.;  and 
Roy  Zuefeldt,  Abiliene,  Tex. 

Prior  to  his  election,  Hall  told 
the  Assembly  that  ever  since  he 
was  ordained  in  1954  "there  has 
been  an  issue  before  the  church 
that  caused  us  to  focus  in  on 
ourselves."  His  hope,  he  con- 


Obedience  paper  adopted  after  changes 
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great  denomination. 

"Boy,  were  we  blessed." 

All  sides  of  the  issues  involved 
were  represented  on  both  the 
whole  committee  and  the  sub- 
committee that  worked  on  the 
paper  at  the  Assembly,  she  said. 
"This  committee  was  a  micro- 
cosm of  our  church,"  she  add- 
ed. It  did  its  work  with  a  peace- 
making process,  she  said,  form- 
ing a  consensus. 

For  that  reason,  she  moved  the 
entire  report  rather  than  go 
through  it  section  by  section. 

The  Rev.  Thomas  Heger, 
moderator  of  the  subcommittee, 
said,  "What  we  did  was  form  a 
partnership.  But  it  didn't  come 
easily."  The  group  contained 
people  with  strong,  differing  opi- 
nions, he  said. 

"Some,  when  we  first 
gathered,  thought  it  was  not 
nearly  strong  enough;  some 
thought  it  said  far,  far  too  much. 
Some  thought  the  church 
shouldn't  speak  at  all  on  these 
issues." 

Heger  said  the  revised  paper 
constituted  a  new  document, 


forged  at  the  Assembly.  The  sub- 
committee chose  consensus  as  its 
method  and  goal. 

"We  experienced,  and  maybe 
modeled  for  you,  peacemaking," 
he  told  commissioners.  He  said 
a  friend  told  him  the  process  sug- 
gested Pentecost,  where  "strange 
tongues  become  understandable." 

Two  commissioners  from  the 
Synod  of  the  Mid-Atlantic  ap- 
peared to  help  sway  the  Assem- 
bly. Committee  member  T.  Foun- 
tain Odom  of  Mecklenburg  Pres- 
bytery told  the  commissioners 
how  he  had  come  to  the  Assem- 
bly opposing  the  paper. 

"I  felt  the  paper  stirred  up 
strife,  condemned  those  in  the 
military,  and  was  naive  and  sim- 
plistic," he  said.  "I  thought  there 
was  no  way  we  would  reach 
agreement."  Initial  votes  of  nine 
to  nine  on  the  subcommittee  con- 
firmed this  view  for  him. 

"During  this  last  week  I've 
seen  peacemaking  in  action." 
People  on  the  subcommittee 
started  out  poles  apart  but  were 
able  to  reach  consensus.  Odom 
said  he  wanted  to  emphasize  that 
the  revised  paper  represented 
consensus  and  not  compromise. 
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He  said  he  believes  it  is  a  docu- 
ment true  to  the  Gospel,  one  that 
allows  strong,  divergent  opinions 
to  co-exist. 

"I  am  a  changed  person  from 
the  person  I  was  a  week  ago,"  he 
said.  "The  Spirit  moved.  A  week 
ago  I  never  felt  I'd  stand  and 
support  any  part  of  this  paper." 

During  debate,  John  Clark  of 
Fayetteville  Presbytery  said  that 
he  wished  to  tell  opponents  of 
the  report  that  came  to  the  As- 
sembly that  before  that  night  he 
had  serious  doubts  about  it.  He 
knows  Odom,  however,  and  has 
confidence  in  him,  he  said. 

"I'm  confident  we  can  vote 
for  it,  and  I  want  people  to  know 
that." 

One  change  the  committee 
made  was  to  take  language 
buried  deep  in  background  ma- 
terial and  place  it  early  in  the 
paper  itself. 

"One  of  the  legitimate  func- 
tions of  civil  government,  ac- 
cording to  the  Reformed  tradi- 
tion, is  the  defense  of  its  citizens 
through  the  maintenance  of  the 
necessary  military  and  police 
forces,"  the  statement  says. 
"Military  forces  have  served  to 
defend  the  nation  and  to  preserve 
the  safety,  harmony,  freedom, 


and  peace  of  its  citizens. 

"There  is  a  long  Presbyterian 
tradition  of  individuals  serving  in 
the  armed  forces.  Many  Presby- 
terians have  decided  that  obedi- 
ence to  God  leads  them  to  parti- 
cipate in  the  military  and  to  work 
from  within  for  policies  that  will 
reduce  the  nuclear  threat  and 
promote  justice." 

The  committee  changed  langu- 
age that  said  the  decision  not  to 
obey  the  government  and  the 
decision  to  obey  should  both  be 
undertaken  only  after  careful 
deliberation.  The  new  language 
calls  for  such  deliberation  in  the 
decision  not  to  obey;  it  says  the 
decision  to  obey  should  not  be 
automatic.  Changes  in  language 
on  this  subject  make  it  clear  that 
in  this  country,  obedience  to 
government  is  the  norm. 

The  document  does  point  out 
times  when  Christians  have  be- 
lieved that  obedience  to  God  re- 
quired them  not  to  obey  earthly 
authorities — during  the  Roman 
empire  and  in  Nazi  Germany,  for 
example. 

The  paper's  main  concern  is 
what  obedience  to  God  required 
in  an  extraordinary  time — the 
age  of  nuclear  weapons. 


Church  unity  document 
gets  Assembly  approval 


ST.  LOUIS  —  The  General 
Assembly  approved  the  docu- 
ment "The  COCU  Consensus: 
In  Quest  of  A  Church  of  Christ 
Uniting"  by  a  vote  of  377-65 
with  11  abstaining. 

A  discussion  prior  to  the  vote 
centered  around  objections  by 
one  commissioner  on  the  use  of 
the  word  "bishops"  in  the  docu- 
ment; an  expression  of  very  lit- 
tle concern  in  the  denomination 
for  the  matter;  and  fear  of  a 
document  that  is  not  yet  com- 
plete. Earlier  a  report  had  told 
the  Assembly  that  the  document 
was  a  theological  basis  for  "con- 
venanting."  That  word  refers  to 
the  kind  of  communion  that  the 
Consultation  on  Church  Union 
seeks.  The  COCU  Consensus 
contains  affirmations  of  nine 
denominations  to  theological 
statements  developed  over  the 
past  18  years  in  COCU  docu- 


ments. 

The  Presbyterians  were  the 
fourth  church  to  overwhelming- 
ly approve  it.  The  others  thus  far 
have  been  the  United  Methodist 
Church,  the  Christian  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  and  the  Inter- 
national Council  of  Community 
Churches.  Three  others  will  vote 
on  it  this  summer. 

The  document  is  one  of  two 
documents  on  church  unity 
which  the  Presbyterian  Church 
(U.S.A.)  will  consider,  the  sec- 
ond to  come  in  the  future.  They 
avance  the  nine  Protestant  de- 
nominations toward  a  new  kind 
of  communion,  the  chair  of  a 
special  committee  told  commis- 
sioners earlier.  That  unity  does 
not  include  merged  structures, 
Robert  B.  Smith  said  as  he  gave 
the  report  of  the  Special  Com- 
mittee on  the  Consultation  on 
Church  Union. 


tinued,  was  that  "before  I  retire 
I  could  spend  some  time  in  the 
church  which  is  free  from  all  this 
internal  preoccupation."  The 
church  should  "turn  its  energies 
outward  to  being  a  beacon  to  the 
whole  world  of  the  love,  justice, 
and  peace  of  Jesus  Christ."  As 
moderator,  Hall  said  he  would 
lead  the  church  in  the  direction 
of  "renewal  and  revitalization." 

A  special  message  he  wants  to 
give  the  church  during  his  year  as 
moderator  is  twofold:  hope  and 
reconcilation.  "Especially  in  this 
year  of  the  bicentennial,"  Hall 
told  news  media  at  a  briefing 
following  his  election,  June  8, 
"are  we  in  a  position  to  offer 
hope." 

As  to  the  need  for  reconcilia- 
tion, he  said,  "There  is  a  great 
alienation  in  the  church.  People 
feel  their  voices  are  not  heard." 

A  twofold  approach  also  will 
be  seen  in  what  Hall  considers 
the  church's  main  task  or  em- 
phasis this  year:  evangelism  and 
church  renewal.  "I  think  there  is 
a  hunger  in  the  church  for 
these,"  he  said. 

Staff  for 
transition  named 
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nication  specialist,  Robert  Milks, 
Raleigh;  a  specialist  for  Korean 
ministries,  currently  being 
sought. 

There  are  also  positions  in  ac- 
counting, Stephanie  Venable, 
Baltimore;  word  processing  and 
computer  networking,  William 
Amey,  Raleigh;  mailing-list 
maintenance,  Danise  Williams, 
Raleigh;  and  mail  services  and 
property  maintenance,  Earl  Can- 
non, Raleigh. 

"The  synod  can  be  confident 
that  this  fine  staff  will  serve  it 
well  in  these  transitional  days," 
Simms  said.  "Each  has  his  or  her 
own  particular  creativity,  and  we 
have  sought  to  capitalize  on  that 
as  the  Council  made  its  choices. 
Each  has  already  served  one  of 
the  antecedent  synods  for  some 
considerable  time  and  already 
has  made  many  valuable  contri- 
butions. 

"I  view  it  a  joy  and  privilege 
to  work  with  this  fine  group  of 
folk.  Together  we  wish  to  be 
[Mid-Atlantic  Presbyterians'] 
servants  and  also  presume  to  be 
among  [their]  leadership  which  is 
attempting  to  shape  and  fashion 
the  Synod  of  the  Mid-Atlantic 
along  helpful  and  worthwhile 
lines." 


2  colleges 
left  out  of 
article 

Because  of  a  production  er- 
ror, an  article  in  our  May 
issue  on  Presbyterian  colleges 
in  North  Carolina  inadvertent- 
ly omitted  a  paragraph  on 
Montreat-Anderson  College 
and  Peace  College.  Montreat- 
Anderson  is  a  two-year  school 
now  adding  four-year  pro- 
grams. Peace  is  a  junior  col- 
lege for  women.  Both  empha- 
size liberal  arts. 

Though  the  Synod  of  North 
Carolina  did  not  support 
either  financially  in  recent 
years,  other  Presbyterian 
bodies  in  the  state  did,  and 
both  are  Presbyterian-affili- 
ated. 

We  regret  the  omission. 
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Gaston 
to  head 
seminary 

Dr.  Joseph  A.  Gaston  has 
been  called  to  be  the  new  dean  of 
Johnson  C.  Smith  Seminary,  a 
Presbyterian  institution  in  Atlan- 
ta. He  has  been  serving  as  inter- 
im executive  presbyter  of  the 
Catawba  Inter-presbytery  Pro- 
gram Agency  (the  Catawba 
Unit),  which  coordinates  pro- 
gramming for  Catawba,  Cape 
Fear,  Southern  Virginia,  and 
Yadkin  Presbyteries. 

He  assumed  office  at  Johnson 
C.  Smith  Seminary  in  mid-July. 
The  seminary  is  one  of  the  con- 
stituent schools  of  the  Interde- 
nominational Theological  Center 
in  Atlanta  (ITC),  an  institution 
that  comprises  seminaries  from 
several  denominations.  ITC  is 
the  largest  historically  black 
ecumenical  theological  institu- 
tion in  the  United  States. 

Dr.  James  Costen  is  president 
of  ITC;  a  Presbyterian,  he  was 
formerly  dean  of  Johnson  C. 
Smith  Seminary  and  is  a  former 
moderator  of  the  old  United 
Presbyterian  Church.  Costen 
served  as  dean  of  Johnson  C. 
Smith  from  1969  until  1984. 

Gaston  succeeds  Dr.  Lonnie 
Oliver. 

For  much  of  his  career, 
Gaston  has  been  associated  with 
Johnson  C.  Smith  Seminary  or 
Johnson  C.  Smith  University. 
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Charles  Kraemer  dies 

Leader  noted  for  humor,  wisdom 


Dr.  Joseph  A.  Gaston 

The  seminary  was  located  at  the 
university  in  Charlotte,  N.C., 
until  about  20  years  ago. 

When  he  assumed  the  position 
at  the  Catawba  Unit,  Gaston  was 
serving  as  executive  assistant  to 
the  president  of  Johnson  C. 
Smith  University,  a  job  he  held 
in  1984-85.  Previously  he  was 
vice-president  for  student  affairs 
at  the  university  from  1972  to 
1984.  From  1956  to  1963  he  was 
director  of  promotion  and  re- 
cruiting for  the  seminary  and 
assistant  dean  of  men  for  the 
university. 

Gaston  graduated  from  the 
university  with  a  B.A.  degree  in 
religious  education  in  1949  and 
earned  a  master  of  divinity 
degree  from  the  seminary  in 
1952.  He  also  earned  an  M.A. 
degree  in  counseling  from  the 
University  of  Denver  and  a 
Ph.D.  degree  from  Michigan 
State  University  in  administra- 
tion in  higher  education. 

In  addition  to  his  work  with 
the  university  and  seminary, 
Gaston  served  as  mobile  minister 
in  Fairfield  Presbytery  in  South 
Carolina  from  1953  to  1956;  that 
position  was  with  the  Board  of 
National  Missions  of  the  Old 
United  Presbyterian  Church. 

He  also  served  as  pastor  of 
First  Church  in  Booneville, 
N.C.,  and  Edward  Webb  Me- 
morial Church  in  Mt.  Airy, 
N.C.,  in  1952-53. 


Dr.  Charles  E.S.  Kraemer,  79, 
died  on  June  23  in  Charlotte, 
N.C.  He  was  a  moderator  of  the 
old  Presbyterian  Church  (U.S.) 
and  served  for  20  years  as  presi- 
dent of  the  Presbyterian  School 
of  Christian  Education.  Kraemer 
was  one  of  the  most  respected 
and  best  loved  figures  in  the  old 
Southern  Presbyterian  church. 

"I  think  he  was  one  of  the 
great  men  of  our  time,"  said  Dr. 
John  D.  MacLeod  Jr.,  admini- 
strator of  the  Synod  of  the  Mid- 
Atlantic's  Raleigh  office  and  last 
executive  of  the  old  Synod  of 
North  Carolina.  "I  believe  he 
was  the  wittiest  moderator  we 
ever  had  of  the  General  Assem- 
bly in  the  Presbyterian  Church 
U.S. 

"He  was  able  to  use  humor  to 
make  a  point.  He  didn't  just  tell 
jokes  that  were  unrelated  to  any- 
thing; he  would  tell  a  one-liner  to 
make  a  relevant  point,  and  he 
would  do  it  better  than  anyone 
I've  ever  known." 

MacLeod  noted  that  Kraemer's 
humor  would  defuse  explosive 
situations  and  get  people  laugh- 
ing at  themselves.  Becasue  of  this 
knack,  and  the  respect  people 
had  for  him,  he  could  persuade 
others  to  support  controversial 
issues. 

"He  was  in  the  forefront  of 
progressive  causes  and  yet  he 
never  alienated  people,"  Mac- 
Leod said.  "He  managed  to 
bring  people  along  with  him  who 
might  ordinarily  have  differed." 

The  current  president  of 
PSCE,  Dr.  Heath  K.  Rada,  said, 
"He  effectively  integrated  his 
deep  faith  into  action,  through 
his  loving,  pastoral  nature,  by  us- 
ing his  keen  intellect  and  sense  of 
humor,  and  by  acting  upon  his 
commitment  to  fairness  and  jus- 
tice for  all  people." 

A  native  of  Bonham,  Texas, 
Kraemer  earned  degrees  from 
Davidson  College,  Louisville 


Synod  committees 
to  be  nominated 


Nominations  for  the  Synod 
Council  and  its  committees  and 
program  committees  of  the 
Synod  of  the  Mid-Atlantic  will 
be  presented  to  the  synod  when 
it  holds  its  second  assembly  in 
October.  That  meeting  will  be 
held  in  Richmond,  Va.,  Oct.  3-4. 

The  executive  for  the  synod  is 
also  expected  to  be  nominated  at 
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the  meeting. 

At  present,  the  synod's  Tran- 
sitional Council  coordinates  its 
work,  as  it  has  done  since  the 
three  antecedent  synods  voted  to 
form  the  new  one.  The  Transi- 
tional Council  will  end  its  ex- 
istence once  the  new  Council  and 
committees  begin  theirs. 

When  the  synod  elects  the 
members  of  the  new  Council  and 
committees,  "my  understanding 
is  those  people's  office  takes  ef- 
fect immediately,"  said  the  Rev. 
Lowelle  Simms,  transitional  ex- 
ecutive director.  He  said  it  ap- 
pears there  will  be  an  orientation 
for  all  those  elected — more  than 
200 — though  such  a  session  has 
not  been  officially  set. 

The  groups  would  hold  their 
first  meeting  at  the  orientation, 
probably  the  only  meeting  in 
1988,  he  said. 


Dr.  Charles  E.S.  Kraemer 

Seminary,  and  Andover-Newton 
Seminary.  He  served  pastorates 
in  Kentucky,  Missouri,  Mississip- 
pi, and  at  First  Church  in  Char- 
lotte, N.C,  from  1945  to  1954, 
where  he  was  pastor-emeritus. 

He  served  as  president  of 
PSCE  from  1954  to  1974,  when 
he  retired.  Kraemer  was  elected 
moderator  of  the  General  As- 
sembly of  the  PCUS  in  1973;  he 
was  elected  by  acclamation, 
without  opposition. 

"He  made  a  great  contribution 
to  the  church  as  pastor  but  par- 
ticularly as  president  of  PSCE, 
which  blossomed  and  flourished 
under  his  leadership,"  MacLeod 
said. 

"He  was  a  warm  and  wonder- 
ful individual.  He  had  the  knack 
of  making  you  feel  important." 
Kraemer  was  scholarly  but  also 
listenable,  he  added. 


An  article  in  Presbyterian  Sur- 
vey by  Mary  Norton  Kratt  in 
1982  recounted  some  of  the  inci- 
dents in  which  Kraemer's  humor 
figured.  One  had  to  do  with  his 
name. 

He  was  asked  as  moderator 
about  his  four  initials.  His 
parents  planned  to  name  him 
Edgar  S.  Kraemer,  he  said,  until 
a  neighbor  reminded  them  of  a 
promise  to  name  a  son  for  him. 
So  they  added  "Charles." 

The  neighbor  was  a  photo- 
grapher who  from  then  on, 
Kraemer  said,  "made  my  picture 
free  every  year.  My  father  said, 
'I  wished  I'd  named  you  for  the 
grocer.'  " 

A  more  recent  incident  il- 
lustrates Kraemer's  ability  to 
use  humor  to  defuse  a  situation. 
A  flight  from  Charlotte  to  Min- 
neapolis for  the  General  Assem- 
bly in  1986  blew  a  tire  after 
takeoff  and  came  in  for  a  tense 
and  rough  landing.  Everyone 
was  nervous  and  some  were 
crying. 

After  the  plane  stopped, 
Kraemer  stood  up,  turned  to  face 
the  rest  of  the  passengers,  and 
said,  "Are  there  any  questions?" 
People  laughed  and  the  tension 
broke. 

Kraemer  wrote  a  column  for 
many  years  for  The  Presbyterian 
News.  (For  his  last  column,  see 
page  four.) 

He  is  survived  by  his  wife, 
Beryl  B.  Kraemer;  two  sons, 
Frederick  B.  Kraemer  and 
Charles  Phillips  Kraemer;  a 
daughter,  Harriet  K.  Scott;  and 
a  number  of  grandchildren. 


Newspaper  changes 
format,  goes  to  12  pages 


With  this  issue,  The  Pres- 
byterian News  begins  a  major 
change.  People  in  each  pres- 
bytery that  has  its  own  page  in 
the  newspaper  will  receive 
only  that  page  and  not  pages 
of  all  other  presbyteries,  as 
has  been  the  case  in  the  past. 

The  presbytery  page  will  be 
the  back  page  of  the  news- 
paper. Since  it  will  not  carry 
all  the  presbytery  pages  in 
each  edition,  the  newspaper 
changes  from  16  to  12  pages 
beginning  in  this  issue.  Thus, 
to  find  the  news  of  your  pres- 
bytery, if  it  participates,  turn 
to  page  12. 

For  those  readers  whose 
presbyteries  are  not  participat- 
ing, we  will  publish  a  different 
page  12  with  general  news  and 
features. 

Six  of  the  seven  presbyteries 
in  the  old  Synod  of  North 
Carolina  have  had  pages, 
which  continue.  In  addition, 
New  Castle  Presbytery  begins 
its  own  page  in  the  newspaper 
this  issue.  Baltimore  and  Nor- 
folk Presbyteries  have  decid- 


ed to  begin  pages;  those  pres- 
byteries, however,  will  not 
begin  until  probably  August. 

We  are  making  this  change 
because  including  pages  from 
all  or  most  of  the  presbyteries 
in  the  new  Synod  of  the  Mid- 
Atlantic  in  each  edition  would 
simply  have  proved  too  cum- 
bersome. Many  people  have 
objected  to  this  plan  because 
they  enjoy  reading  about  ac- 
tivities in  other  presbyteries, 
or  would  like  to  get  to  know 
presbyteries  unfamiliar  to 
them  but  now  in  the  same 
synod. 

In  an  effort  to  meet  these 
needs,  we  will  dedicate  at  least 
a  page  each  issue  to  a  round- 
up of  news  from  throughout 
the  presbyteries.  This  feature 
is  on  page  eight  of  this  issue, 
with  half  a  page  of  presbytery 
news  this  first  time.  We  plan 
for  the  feature  to  be  at  least 
a  page  in  each  future  issue. 

The  newspaper  also  has  a 
new    publisher,  Lowelle 
Simms,  transitions 
director. 
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Different  branches  of  Christianity  gather  for  meeting 


About  1,500  people  from  Pro- 
testant, Catholic,  Orthodox,  and 
Evangelical  churches  took  part  in 
the  first  "Gathering  of  Chris- 
tians" in  Arlington,  Tex.,  in  late 
May.  The  National  Council  of 
Churches  organized  the  event  to 
draw  together  Christians  who 
had  not  often  met  together.  They 
met  during  the  week  between 
Western  and  Eastern  Orthodox 
observances  of  Pentecost. 

"I  think  the  Lord  did  a  new 
thing  among  us,"  said  the  Rev. 
Arie  Brouwer,  general  secretary 
of  the  National  Council,  after  the 
meeting.  In  coordinating  the 
event,  the  organization  took  an 
important  step  in  "facilitating 
the  growth  of  Christian  commu- 
nity in  the  United  States,"  he 
added. 

Several  conservative  Evangel- 
ical participants  told  him,  "We 
were  watching  you  to  see  if  you 
as  a  council  really  meant  busi- 
ness," he  reported.  "We  believe 

Ex-moderator 
serves  as 
interim 

A  former  moderator  of  the 
Presbyterian  Church  U.S.  has 
been  serving  as  interim  pastor  of 
First  Church  in  Wilmington, 
N.C.  The  Rev.  David  Stitt  was 
moderator  of  the  General  As- 
sembly in  1980-81. 

Stitt  served  as  president  of 
Austin  Seminary  in  Texas  from 
1945  to  1971 .  A  native  Texan,  he 
also  served  several  pastorates 
there  and  in  Missouri. 

He  was  elected  moderator  of 
the  Synod  of  Missouri,  the 
Synod  of  Texas,  and  the  Synod 
of  Red  River. 

He  retired  in  1981. 


you  do.  We  will  be  here  in  larger 
numbers  next  time." 
Brouwer  added,  "We  have 


Rev.  David  Stitt 


Last  N.C.  men's  event 
stresses  'faith  discovery' 


The  last  Men's  Conference  of 
the  old  Synod  of  North  Carolina 
took  place  June  24-26  at  Lees- 
McRae  College  in  Banner  Elk, 
N.C.  Sponsored  by  the  North 
Carolina  Council  of  Presbyterian 
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Men,  the  meeting  featured  Dr. 
Ben  Johnson,  professor  of  evan- 
gelism at  Columbia  Seminary, 
and  had  as  a  theme  "Faith 
Discovery  Week-end." 

Johnson  spoke  at  different 
times  on  faith  given,  inherited, 
owned,  and  expanded.  Following 
his  presentations,  participants 
formed  small  discussion  groups. 

The  Rev.  William  Tiemann 
helped  in  the  presentations.  He 
is  associate  executive  for  mission 
with  Mecklenburg  Presbytery. 

There  were  two  worship  ser- 
vices. The  president  of  the  Na- 
tional Men's  Council,  John 
Hamil  of  Jamestown,  N.C,  led 
the  sunrise  service  Saturday 
morning.  The  Rev.  Jack  Laugh- 
lin  of  Grace  Church  in  Asheville, 
N.C,  conducted  the  communion 
service  Sunday  morning. 

An  ensemble  of  men  from 
Central  Steele  Creek  Church  in 
Charlotte,  N.C,  led  participants 
in  singing  at  the  conference. 

The  Men's  Council's  presi- 
dent, Brown  Wright  of  Ashe- 
ville, presided. 

Next  year,  the  Men's  Council 
of  the  Synod  of  the  Mid-Atlantic 
will  hold  the  synod's  Men's  Con- 
ference at  Massanetta  Springs, 
Va.,  July  20-23. 

Director  named 

Bruce  R.  Johnson  has  been  ap- 
pointed director  of  operations 
for  Leighton  Ford  Ministries,  an 
evangelistic  organization  based 
in  Charlotte,  N.C 


had  a  successful  prototype. 
That's  what  we  wanted." 
The  Gathering  included  wor- 


ship and  discussion  of  issues 
from  the  points  of  view  of  those 
four  branches  of  Christianity. 
There  were  seven  plenary  wor- 
ship services;  between  those  ses- 
sions, there  were  26  forums,  53 
workshops,  and  15  "explorations 
in  spirituality."  There  were  also 
optional  small  groups  meeting  in 
early  morning  prayer. 

Reactions  of  some  of  those 
who  planned  the  event  were  pos- 
itive. "The  Gathering  of  Chris- 
tians is  like  a  dream  come  true," 
said  the  Rev.  Robert  W.  Neff, 
who  chaired  a  special  panel  of 
the  Council  that  three  years  ago 
proposed  the  meeting. 

"It's  met  all  our  expectations. 
Usually  when  we  wake  up  from 
our  dreams,  we  say,  'How  can  I 
get  back  to  that?'  In  this  case,  the 
reality  was  far  better  than  the 
dream  itself." 

The  Rev.  Kenneth  C.  Senft, 
chair  of  the  Gathering's  planning 


group,  said,  "One  of  the  goals 
was  to  have  interaction  among 
the  different  faith  groups,  and  I 
think  it's  happened  in  a  variety 
of  ways  and  places.  One  of  the 
places  that  happened  was  in  the 
early  morning  worship  services." 

Neff  said  he  believed  the 
gathering  was  an  illustration  of 
what  the  church  is  becoming: 
"showing  less  a  concern  for 
monolithic  structure,  more  a 
concern  to  hear  the  gifts  God  has 
given  each  of  us  and  allowing 
those  gifts  to  enrich  our  common 
life  without  necessarily  coming  to 
rest  on  the  same  spot." 

Senft  said  he  will  recommend 
another  Gathering.  "We  are 
pleased  with  the  number  of  peo- 
ple who  have  come,"  he  said. 
"At  a  time  when  people  are  say- 
ing ecumenical  participation  is  at 
a  low  ebb,  we  can  say  we  had  a 
rich  ecumenical  experience  that 
gives  hope  for  the  future  of  the 
ecumenical  movement." 


Committee  reviews  church's  status 


A  committee  appointed  by 
Albemarle  Presbytery  is  review- 
ing the  status  of  Covenant 
Church  in  Wilson,  which  voted 
in  April  to  leave  the  Presbyterian 
Church  (U.S.A.)  but  which  now 
remains  a  congregation  of  the 
denomination.  What  will  happen 
to  the  property  is  under  review. 

A  group  in  the  church  pro- 
tested the  vote  to  presbytery  and 
will  remain  as  a  congregation  in 
the  denomination.  That  group 
includes  about  one-third  of  the 
membership,  or  about  50  people, 
said  the  Rev.  J.  Nichols  Adams, 
interim  executive  presbyter.  The 
church's  membership  has  been 
about  170. 

After  deciding  by  one  vote  to 
leave  the  denomination,  the  con- 
gregation asked  Albemarle  Pres- 


bytery at  its  stated  meeting  to 
uphold  the  vote,  Adams  said. 
About  40  members  protested  the 
procedure  the  church  had  gone 
through  to  the  presbytery,  which 
voted  overwhelmingly  to  set  up 
the  committee  of  review,  he  said. 

"The  committee  of  review  is 
reviewing  under  Article  13  [in  the 
Articles  of  Agreement  in  the 
Plan  for  Reunion]  certain  com- 
plaints that  were  made  by  some 
of  the  people  about  what  was 
done,"  Adams  said.  Article  13 
governs  how  congregations  can 
leave  the  denomination  with  their 
property  under  certain  con- 
ditions. 

There  have  been  allegations  of 
misinformation  about  the  deno- 
mination, obtained  through  con- 
tact with  another  denomination. 


It  is  believed  the  members  want- 
ing to  leave  the  PCUSA  are  in- 
terested in  joining  the  Evangel- 
ical Presbyterian  Church. 

The  General  Assembly  in  June 
voted  to  designate  that  denomi- 
nation as  a  non-corresponding 
body,  meaning  it  is  not  included 
among  churches  to  which  a  pres- 
bytery can  dismiss  a  congrega- 
tion. The  Assembly  acted  upon 
allegations  that  the  EPC  was  dis- 
rupting the  church's  harmony  by 
trying  to  convince  congregations 
to  leave  the  PCUSA. 

Meanwhile,  the  pastor  of 
Covenant  Church,  Michael 
Swart,  has  renounced  the  juris- 
diction of  the  denomination, 
Adams  said,  and  thus  is  no 
longer  a  minister  in  it. 


Foundation 
appoints  2 
officials 

The  Presbyterian  Church 
(U.S.A.)  Foundation  has  ap- 
pointed two  staff  members. 
They  are  Margaret  A.  Daniel, 
who  will  serve  as  director  of 
human  resources,  and  the 
Rev.  Robert  F.  Langwig,  who 
will  be  director  of  regional 
representatives  and  funds 
development. 

Daniel  will  be  responsible 
for  all  aspects  of  personnel;  at 
first,  she  will  emphasize  re- 
cruiting by  all  departments  in 
the  Foundation  for  its  new 
headquarters  in  Jeffersonville, 
Ind.,  across  the  Ohio  River 
from  Louisville. 

She  is  a  native  of  Kentucky 
and  joins  the  Foundation 
after  15  years'  experience  with 
the  state  government  of  Ken- 
tucky. Most  recently,  she  was 
manager  of  personnel  for  the 
Kentucky  Tourist  Group. 

She  has  experience  in  re- 
cruiting, counseling,  employee 
benefits,  and  evaluation. 
Daniel  holds  bachelor's  and 
master's  degrees  from  Ken- 
tucky State  University  and  has 
worked  toward  a  doctorate  at 
the  University  of  Kentucky. 

Langwig  will  hold  the  title 
of  vice-president.  He  has 
served  the  Foundation  since 
1983  as  regional  representative 
in  Pennsylvania,  New  York, 
and  Michigan. 


Small  church  issues 
concern  special  group 


A  group  formed  by  the  Gen- 
eral Assembly  two  years  ago  to 
consider  issues  important  to 
small  churches  met  in  Kansas 
City  in  May.  Two  representatives 
from  the  Synod  of  the  Mid- 
Atlantic  serve  on  the  group, 
Presbyterian  Partners  in  Small 
Church  Strategy.  They  are  Vir- 
ginia Couch  of  Winston-Salem, 
N.C,  and  the  Rev.  Jeffrey  Smith 
of  Sanford,  N.C. 

Participants  reviewed  a  state- 
ment on  "A  Vision  of  the 
Healthy  Church,"  which  the 
group  developed  at  a  previous 
meeting  in  Pittsburgh.  It  circu- 
lated the  first  draft  in  the  church 
for  comments,  which  led  to  sug- 
gestions for  a  final  draft  that  will 
be  part  of  a  major  report  to  the 
General  Assembly  when  it  meets 
next  year. 

The  keynote  speaker  at  the 
Kansas  City  meeting,  Judith 
Coats,  related  many  of  her  com- 
ments to  the  statement.  She  is 
associate  director  for  rural  and 
urban  church  development. 

Coats  summarized  concerns 
that  led  the  General  Assembly  in 
1986  to  appoint  a  team  from  the 
national  staff,  as  well  as  the 
Presbyterian  Partners.  She  called 
for  emphasizing  the  validity  of 
ministry  in  rural  areas,  strength- 
ening preparation  of  pastors  and 
lay  leaders  for  such  ministry, 
keeping  churches  operating  amid 
major  changes  in  the  economy  of 
rural  areas  and  small  towns  (as 


well  as  urban  centers),  and 
creating  educational  materials 
sensitive  to  the  needs  of  smaller 
churches. 

She  also  called  for  recruiting 
ministers  from  racial  and  ethnic 
minorities. 

She  said  the  small  church 
could  be  "a  vehicle  for  renewal 
and  vitality."  Coats  noted  that 
about  80  percent  of  the  denomi- 
nation's churches  are  small 
churches. 

"The  small  church  doesn't  ne- 
cessarily need  to  grow  to  be  suc- 
cessful," she  said.  "If  growth  is 
based  on  building  human  rela- 
tionships, then  it  is  already  a 
success." 

In  forming  its  report  to  the 
Assembly,  the  group  has  divid- 
ed into  four  work  teams;  their 
topics  are  networking,  placing 
ministers,  developing  lay  leaders 
and  lay  preachers,  and  develop- 
ing presbytery  planning. 

Another  speaker,  Alonza 
Washington,  discussed  issues  in 
the  ministry  of  small  churches 
from  the  perspective  of  racial 
and  ethnic  minorities. 


Deadline 

The  deadline  for  receiving 
both  ads  and  material  contri- 
buted for  articles  is  the  first 
Wednesday  of  each  month. 


Apathy  Is  A 
Tough  Rap 
lb  Beat 


...It  Takes 

A  Good  Strong  Foundation 

A  wasted  life  or  one  of 
accomplishment?  You  can 
change  the  odds.  Give  that 
very  important  push  in  the 
right  direction  through  a 
Deferred  Giving  Plan  from 
the  Presbyterian  Church 
(U.S.A.)  Foundation. 

Constantly  active  ministries 
will  put  your  money  to  work 
in  the  future  to  improve  the 
chances  of  others.  You  can 
receive  income  for  life  and 
may  receive  certain  tax 
advantages.  Above  all.  you 
assure  that  your  stewardship 
goes  on  forever. 

There  are  six  Deferred  Giving 
Plans  to  choose  from.  Take  a 
moment.  Think.  Educational 
funding  is  only  one  option. 
Write  today.  Presbyterian 
Church  (U.S.A.)  Foundation. 
312  West  Trade  Street, 
Suite  400. 
Charlotte.  NC 
28202. 


Presbyterian  Church 
(U.S.A.)  Foundation 

New  York.  New  York  ■  Charlotte,  North  Carolina 
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What  is  the  synod  doing  lately?  Much  that's  unseen 


"What  is  the  synod  doing,  when  not 
very  much  seems  to  be  happening?" 
That's  a  question  asked  of  me  the  other 
day.  It  was  a  familiar  question:  I  heard 
it  when  I  was  a  presbytery  executive;  I 
heard  it  when  I  was  a  pastor  of  a  church. 

The  fact  is  that  most  of  the  work  of  the 
church  is  not  seen  by  most  of  its  mem- 
bers. The  church  elects  some  folk  to 
decision-making  positions,  who  with  vol- 
unteers and  some  staff  spend  a  great  deal 
of  time  preparing  the  way  for  the  church 
to  do  its  work. 

What  is  happening  in  the  Synod  of  the 
Mid-Atlantic  these  days?  Some  have 
spent  many  hours  in  preparation  of  a 
synod  school  which  provided  nurture, 
fellowship,  refreshment,  and  encourage- 
ment to  scores  of  folk  who  spent  a  week 
at  Massanetta  Springs  during  July. 

Some  have  been  at  work  recruiting 
more  than  200  people  who  will  be  nomi- 
nated at  the  next  synod  assembly  to  a 
variety  of  committees  and  other  structures 
within  the  synod.  Those  folk  will  be 
elected  in  October,  soon  thereafter 
oriented  to  their  new  tasks,  and  in  turn 
will  be  engaged  in  the  planning,  imple- 
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menting,  and  overseeing  programs  for  the 
sake  of  the  whole  Presbyterian  Church 
(U.S.A.)  in  this  region. 

Others  are  at  work  planning  for  that 
synod  assembly,  which  is  scheduled  to  be 
at  the  Grace  Covenant  Church  in  Rich- 
mond, Va.,  on  October  3-4.  At  this  event 
we  will  elect  our  next  synod  executive  and 
celebrate  the  life  and  work  of  the  synod 
for  the  past  year. 

Representatives  of  the  10  current  pres- 
byteries in  North  Carolina,  along  with 
some  folk  from  the  synod  council  and 
staff,  met  in  a  consultation  to  share  ideas, 
get  and  give  help,  and  consider  helpful 
ways  of  being  the  church  during  a  transi- 
tion from  10  presbyteries  to  five  in  that 
state. 


Some  representatives  from  presbyteries 
in  Virgina  attended  that  North  Carolina 
meeting  to  "learn  what  the  questions  are" 
(their  words)  as  they  go  about  transform- 
ing five  presbyteries  into  three  in  Virginia 
in  about  a  year. 

"Well,  why  in  the  world  do  Presbyter- 
ians keep  reorganizing  things,  keep  re- 
drawing boundaries,  keep  reuniting  that 
which  became  separated?"  A  good  ques- 
tion, you  ask.  Most  of  the  answers  will 
contain  references  to  our  desire  to  make 
use  of  our  available  resources  to  better 
serve  our  own  needs,  to  recruit  new  peo- 
ple to  a  faith  in  Jesus  Christ,  and  to 
glorify  God. 

We  in  the  church  are  often  heard  to 
complain  about  these  reorganization  ef- 
forts. They  require  a  lot  of  energy  and 
resources;  nevertheless  there  is  a  sense  in 
which  the  church  is  energized  by  them. 

In  addition,  there  are  groups  at  work 
designing  and  preparing  for  the  new  of- 
fice the  synod  will  occupy  at  Union  Sem- 
imary  in  Richmond.  Another  group  is  at 
work  preparing  the  1989  proposed  budget 
that  will  support  the  work  of  the  church. 


Yet  others  are  at  work  bringing  to- 
gether the  varied  traditions  and  ways  of 
being  the  church  at  work  in  the  former 
Synods  of  North  Carolina,  the  Virginias, 
and  the  Piedmont  into  one  fresh  and 
united  approach  called  Mid-Atlantic— an 
approach  that  will  honor  the  past  and 
lead  into  the  future. 

Be  assured  that  the  more  usual  mission 
of  the  synod — the  work  of  the  colleges, 
the  campus  ministries,  the  care  agencies 
for  children  and  older  adults,  programs 
of  education  and  nurture,  social  justice, 
proclaiming  the  Good  News  of  Jesus 
Christ,  and  dozens  of  exciting  other 
ministries— are  continuing  to  happen  in 
your  community  wherever  that  may  be. 

They  happen — whether  that  be  in  the 
synod,  any  of  the  20  presbyteries,  any  of 
the  nearly  1,500  churches — because  we 
have  349,000  Christians  who  are  loved  by 
Jesus  Christ,  who  wish  to  share  that  love 
with  other  people,  and  who  are  commit- 
ted to  being  the  church! 

Lowelle  Simms  is  transitional  executive 
director  of  the  Synod  of  the  Mid-Atlantic 
and  publisher  of  The  Presbyterian  News. 


Lay  person's  service  to 
church  brings  rewards 


Five  years  ago,  I  had  my  introduc- 
tion to  both  synod-level  committees 
and  to  presbytery-level  committees. 
My  introduction  at  each  level  was  as 
a  member  of  the  Boundaries  Commit- 
tee. What  an  introduction. 

The  Articles  of  Agreement  adopted 
in  1983  to  form  a  new  church  man- 
dated the  formation  of  these  commit- 
tees to  form  new  presbyteries  and  new 
synods.  But,  to  the  20  people  who 
gathered  together  from  the  Synod  of 
the  Piedmont  in  September  of  1983,  it 
seemed  that  beyond  that  charter,  we 
were  totally  in  a  void. 

We  met  with  our  counterpart  com- 
mittees from  North  Carolina  and  the 
Virginias.  As  we  talked  and  tried  to 
grasp  some  direction  for  our  work,  we 
discovered  that  we  each  had  our  own 
sets  of  hopes  and  fears — born  out  of 
past  traditions  and  past  histories.  We 
learned  about  each  other  and  we 
changed  many  of  our  thought  patterns 
in  this  growing  process. 

Our  new  synod  now  exists.  It  was 
created  by  the  people  of  the  synod. 
Through  the  many  hours  of  discussion 
and  debate  by  the  members  of  the  Tri- 
Synod  Boundaries  Committee  that  led 
to  the  Articles  of  Agreement  which 
formed  Synod  D.  Through  the  hours 
spent  on  the  Structural  Design 
and  Staffing  Rationale  Committee, 
hammering  out  the  design  to  ac- 
complish mission  in  our  new  synod. 
Through  the  Transitional  Council  with 
its  many  hours  of  work  in  locating  a 
new  office,  a  name,  financial  opera- 
tions, and  a  staff.  Through  all  the  peo- 
ple of  the  synod  who  suggested,  who 
critiqued,  who  changed,  and  who 
voted. 

Watching  this  process  as  a  lay  mem- 
ber of  the  Synod  Boundaries  Commit- 
tee and  as  chairman  of  the  Structural 
Design  Committee  has  had  a  tremen- 
dous impact  on  my  life.  It  would  have 
been  so  much  easier  for  someone  to 
draw  new  lines  and  to  tell  us  what  to 
do,  but  I  learned  that  the  best  way,  and 
the  Presbyterian  way,  is  for  us  to  work 
it  out  ourselves. 

ried  the  importance  of 
>s — of  having  the  views  of 
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laymen  and  laywomen,  of  male  and 
female  clergy,  of  varying  races  and 
ethnic  constituents.  Even  this  is  not 
always  easy.  We  had  long  hours  of 
discussion  on  when  to  meet. 

Clergy  prefer  week  days.  However, 
this  often  means  committees  of  clergy, 
nonworking  women,  and  retirees. 
Working  lay  persons  prefer  weekends, 
which  imposes  a  hardship  on  pastors. 
Thus,  even  to  plan  meetings,  compro- 
mises were  necessary — some  on  the 
part  of  the  clergy  and  some  on  the  part 
of  laymen. 

During  the  past  five  years,  I  have 
used  perhaps  15  days  of  vacation  time 
to  serve  on  church-related  committees. 
As  a  black,  female,  lay  member  of  the 
church,  I  know  the  fears  of  many  of 
my  peers  have  been  that  we  would  be 
swallowed  up,  that  we  would  be  denied 
a  voice  in  the  formation  of  the  new 
church.  Yes,  we  will  be  in  the  minor- 
ity, but  we  can  make  our  voices  heard 
by  our  willingness  to  serve  on  presby- 
tery- and  synod-level  committees,  and 
by  our  commitment  to  the  tasks. 

I  feel  very  much  a  part  of  the  Synod 
of  the  Mid-Atlantic  and  I  have  a  pro- 
found interest  in  its  development  over 
the  next  few  years.  My  work  beyond 
the  local  church  has  helped  me  to  grow 
as  a  person.  I  have  learned  more  about 
the  church  and  its  mission.  I  have 
learned  more  about  fellow  constituents 
of  the  church  within  this  synod.  And 
I  have  witnessed  the  work  of  the  Holy 
Spirit  as  he  worked  among  all  of  us, 
his  faithful  followers. 

Dr.  Christine  Darden  is  an  aerospace 
engineer  with  the  National  Aeronautics 
and  Space  Administration.  She  was  mo- 
derator of  the  Structural  Design  and 
Staffing  Rationale  Committee  during  the 
formation  of  the  Synod  of  the  Mid- 
Altantic.  She  lives  in  Hampton,  Va. 


We'll  miss  Dr.  Kraemer's 
wisdom,  humor  in  column 


By  Robert  Milks 
Editor 

Dr.  Charles  E.S.  Kraemer  died  on 
June  23;  before  he  died,  he  had  fin- 
ished his  column  for  the  July  issue  of 
The  Presbyterian  News,  which  appears 
below. 

That  was  typical  of  Dr.  Kraemer. 
Even  though  he  had  been  in  ill  health 
for  some  time,  he  never  missed  his 
deadlines.  And  though  he  was  physi- 
cally afflicted,  his  mind  remained 
sharp.  Thus,  his  columns  were  clear 
and  required  little  editing. 

For  many  readers,  his  column  was 
their  favorite  part  of  The  Presbyterian 
News.  He  addressed  issues  in  writing 
with  the  humor  and  wisdom  for  which 
he  was  noted  in  person.  Dr.  Kraemer 
was  as  gracious  a  person  as  one  would 
guess  from  his  writing.  Although  he 
was  an  eminent  person  in  the  Southern 


Presbyterian  Church,  people  felt  at 
ease  talking  with  him;  he  was  a  friend. 

That  ease  cut  across  boundaries  of 
age  and  social  status,  too.  Although 
many  years  separated  us,  I  never  felt 
a  generation  gap  when  I  talked  with 
Dr.  Kraemer.  And  a  clear  memory  is 
of  dinner  in  a  restaurant  with  him  one 
year  at  the  General  Assembly  and  his 
pleasant,  humorous  conversation  with 
the  waitress,  which  made  her  laugh  and 
made  her  work  enjoyable.  He  was  as 
courteous  and  friendly  to  her  as  he  was 
to  high  officials  in  the  church. 

We  are  not  sure  what  we  will  do  with 
the  space  in  which  his  column  ap- 
peared. We  do  know  that  we  cannot 
replace  it. 

So  it  is  with  sadness  at  our  loss  but 
affectionate  memories  of  the  person  and 
writing  of  Charles  Kraemer  that  we  of- 
fer his  last  column  for  The  Presbyterian 
News. 


What  did  Jesus  mean 
when  he  said  4 Father'? 


Luke  11:1-2: 

"He  was  praying  in  a  cer- 
tain place,  and  when  he 
ceased,  one  of  his  disciples 
said  to  him,  'Lord,  teach  us  to 
pray,  as  John  taught  his 
disciples.'  And  he  said  to 
them,  'When  you  pray,  say: 
"Father,  "  '  " 

When  you  pray 

"Father"— with  that  one  word  our 
Lord  bids  us  begin  our  praying.  That 
is  the  thing  that  impresses  us  most 
when  we  read  Luke's  account  of  how 
our  Lord  answered  the  disciples'  re- 
quest, "Lord,  teach  us  to  pray."  Mat- 
thew's gospel  gives  us  the  familiar 
longer  form,  "Our  Father,  who  art  in 
Heaven  "  (Matt.  6:9) 

Either  form  lays  emphasis  on  our 
Lord's  meaning  of  "Father."  Some 
have  remarked  that  not  everyone  has 
experienced  the  name  "Father"  in  a 
good  sense.  That  is  true.  Yet  the  sig- 
nificant concern  here  is  what  did 
"Father"  mean  as  Jesus  used  it? 

"Father"  meant  to  the  Hebrew  peo- 
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pie,  at  least,  the  one  who  was  con- 
cerned about  the  child's  best  welfare; 
whatever  the  child  might  do  or  be,  the 
father  wanted  the  best  for  him  or  her. 
The  father,  we  can  be  assured,  also 
wanted  the  child  to  develop  and  grow 
as  a  person  in  his  own  right.  He  want- 
ed him  to  be  an  individual  always  re- 
lated to  the  father,  but  able  to  respond 
to  the  father  because  that  was  his  own 
choice  and  not  as  a  puppet  on  a  string. 

In  the  case  of  human  relationship  to 
God,  that  means  we  could  not  expect 
that  God  would  keep  us  from  every 
trial  and  tribulation. 

"In  the  world  you  have  tribula- 
tion," Jesus  said  at  another  time,  "but 
be  of  good  cheer,  I  have  overcome  the 
world."  (John  16:33) 


The  Presbyterian  News,  July  1988,  Page  5 


Indecently  and  disorderly:  needs  we  can't  ignore 


Through  the  turmoil  of  our  times  it 
seems  that  much  is  done  or  viewed  as  be- 
ing done  indecently  and  disorderly. 
With  so  much  change  taking  place  in  our 
synod  many  wonder  where  is  the  de- 
cency and  order  for  which  Presbyterians 
are  noted.  Why  is  there  so  much  going 
on  of  which  we  are  not  fully  aware? 
Others  question  the  great  amount  of 
time  that  it  is  taking  to  create  the  new 
presbyteries  and  to  get  the  synod  started. 

In  spite  of  it  all,  we  are  moving  as 
decently  as  possible  with  as  much  order 
as  we  can  muster.  We  are  trying  to  be 
sure  that,  once  done,  we  have  created  a 
work  that  will  serve  the  church  in  our 
region  and  that  is  worthy  of  all  the  ef- 
fort involved.  It  is  not  easy  to  do  all  of 
the  things  that  we  have  said  we  want  to 
do  because  some  of  them  we  have  not 
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tried  before. 

Inclusiveness  demands  that  we  care- 
fully construct  new  committees,  boards, 
and  divisions,  making  certain  that  no 
one  is  left  out.  The  diversity  of  our 
synod  composition — culturally,  racially, 
socially,  economically,  theologically, 
and  politically — requires  that  we  care- 
fully plan  to  respond  to  the  needs  of  all 
persons  represented.  When  we  make 
moves  that  do  give  the  appearance  of 
not  being  inclusive  then  we  see  and  hear 


much  that  makes  it  seem  that  there  is  a 
great  deal  of  turmoil  and  confusion. 

It  is  in  these  very  acts  that  seem  con- 
fusing and  tumultuous  that  we  find  the 
keys  to  where  we  need  to  do  a  more 
careful  job  of  including  others  and  plan- 
ning. It's  these  troubling  areas  that  get 
our  attention,  because  they  seem  inde- 
cent and  disorderly.  They  stick  out  and 
demand  attention.  The  areas  where  we 
are  doing  the  job  well  are  quiet  and 
moving  well. 

Jesus  often  found  this  among  his  dis- 
ciples and  followers.  He  frequently  re- 
minded them  to  minister  to  those  who 
were  crying  out,  those  who  were  disrup- 
tive and  differing  from  the  behavioral 
norm,  thereby  getting  his  attention.  Out 
of  the  disorder  came  order  and  from 
what  seemed  indecent  came  decency. 


We  are  able  to  and  are  doing  things 
decently  and  in  order — a  good  Presby- 
terian tradition.  But  we  have  to  remind 
ourselves  that  we  cannot  ignore  the  in- 
decent and  disorderly  in  order  to  honor 
our  tradition.  We  must  respond  and 
quiet  the  turmoil  by  solving  the  prob- 
lems that  they  call  to  our  attention.  The 
joy  of  celebrating  community  together 
comes  from  the  common  pain  and  dis- 
comfort of  the  struggle  together  to  build 
that  community. 

We  are  going  to  get  it  all  done 
together  if  we  have  faith  in  ourselves 
and  our  ability  to  work  together  to 
resolve  the  differences  simply  because 
we  are  one  in  Christ.  The  binding 
cement  is  our  love  for  one  another.  We 
have  come  a  mighty  long  way!  and, 

Haven't  we  come  this  far  by  faith? 


God's  grace  is  like 
water:  the  stuff  of  life 


A  metaphor  of  a  cup  overflowing 
with  water  is  helpful  in  creating  the  im- 
agery of  the  abundance  of  God's 
grace.  In  order  to  understand  the  im- 
agery of  overflow,  one  must  first  ex- 
perience the  effects  of  the  absence  of 
water... then  suddenly  experience  the 
coming  of  crystal-clear,  ever-flowing 
water... to  the  point  where  it  cannot  be 
contained. 

Water  is  the  major  component  of 
life  itself.  It  contains  basic  nutrients 
which  conceive,  renew,  and  maintain 
life.  Water  means  life.  To  live  is  to 
have  water. 

I  never  felt  the  importance  of  water 
for  every  aspect  of  living  until  I  exper- 
ienced my  mother  in  the  state  of  des- 
peration at  the  mere  threat  of  water  be- 
ing cut  off  from  our  community  dur- 
ing the  Detroit  riot  of  1967.  She  filled 
every  conceivable  container  with  water 
and  began  laying  out  strategies  how  to 
conserve  this  precious  commodity. 
There  is  much  truth  in  the  adage  "you 
never  miss  your  water  until  your  well 
goes  dry." 

In  keeping  with  the  metaphor  of  a 
cup  overflowing  with  water,  I  liken  us 
to  a  container  and  God's  grace  to  the 
nutrient  which  is  so  much  in  abun- 
dance that  we  can  not  contain  it. 

Grace  is  the  unmeasurable,  indefin- 
able "stuff"  from  God  which  pro- 
duces and  maintains  life.  Even  the 
scientist  must  admit  its  existence. 
Grace  can  not  be  dismissed — even 
though  it  can  not  be  scientifically  ex- 
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plained.  God's  grace  is  like  the  unseen, 
unfelt  radio  waves:  God  is  the  trans- 
mitter, we  are  the  receiver. 

Can  you  imagine  living  in  a  world 
where  grace  was  absent  or  in  short 
supply?  I  can  not  conceive  of  such  a 
possibility.  But  if  I  could,  perhaps  then 
I  would  have  an  appreciation  of  grace 
— and  would  cultivate  my  senses  to  be 
drawn  to  any  smithereen  of  it, 
wherever  it  may  exist. 

As  I  understand  the  nature  of  God, 
I  can  not  conceive  of  any  possibility  of 
God's  grace  being  cut  off  from  me. 
But  as  I  understand  my  own  nature  I 
can  conceive  of  countless  possibilities 
of  my  attempting  to  cut  off  the  flow 
of  God's  individualized  care  for  me. 

It  is  not  a  matter  of  my  inviting  God 
into  my  life — it  is  a  matter  of  my  in- 
viting myself  to  be  conscious  of  the 
ever-available  goodness  of  God.  In 
fact,  I  can  not  contain  it.  It  overflows 
from  me  to  others  and  from  others  it 
overflows  to  me  and  together  we  dis- 
cover we  are  totally  enveloped  in  the 
care  and  love  of  God. 


News  welcomes  letters,  commentaries 


We  welcome  letters  to  the  editor  and 
longer  guest  commentaries.  Please  sign 
letters  and  give  address  and  telephone 
number.  We  may  edit  letters  for  length 


or  grammar.  Please  confine  comments 
to  one  topic  and  keep  them  brief. 

Guest  commentaries  may  be  up  to 
two  typed,  double-spaced  pages. 


Evangelical  Presbyterian  Church 
dropped  from  corresponding  bodies 


At  its  annual  meeting  in  June,  the 
General  Assembly  adopted  a  recom- 
mended state  of  non-correspondence 
with  the  Evangelical  Presbyterian 
Church.  The  action  means  that,  for 
three  years,  it  will  be  inappropriate  for 
that  denomination  to  be  included 
among  the  Reformed  bodies  to  which 
presbyteries  must  dismiss  a  congrega- 
tion under  Article  13  in  the  Articles  of 
Agreement. 

Article  13  specifies  that  a  congrega- 
tion may  be  dismissed  with  its  property 
to  certain  Reformed  bodies  within  a 
designated  period  if  it  elects  to  leave 
the  Presbyterian  Church  (U.S.A.). 


The  Assembly  acted  after  receiving 
allegations  that  the  Evangelical 
Presbyterian  Church  was  "upsetting 
the  peace  and  harmony"  of  the  Pres- 
byterian Church  (U.S.A.)  in  attempt- 
ing to  take  members  away  from  its 
churches.  A  group  of  churches  that 
pulled  out  of  the  latter  denomination 
created  the  Evangelical  Presbyterian 
Church. 

The  Assembly  also  turned  down  an 
overture  asking  for  reunion  talks  with 
the  Presbyterian  Church  in  America, 
saying  the  effort  would  probably  be 
futile. 


Visitor  finds  little 
moderation  in  Israel 


By  Evelyn  Mattern 

In  May  and  early  June  I  spent 
several  weeks  studying  biblical  archae- 
ology in  Israel.  It  was  my  first  visit  to 
the  Holy  Land,  and  I  was  deeply 
moved  by  the  beauty  of  the  place.  A 
small  country  with  a  great  variety  of 
landscapes — desert,  mountains,  Medi- 
terranean beaches,  rich  agricultural 
lands  surrounding  lovely  lakes — so 
much  there  testifies  to  the  culture  and 
genius  of  the  people  who  have  devel- 
oped it  in  the  last  40  years. 

Despite  these  attractions,  and  for  me 
as  a  Christian  the  added  joy  of  being 
able  to  walk  in  the  steps  that  Jesus 
walked,  it  was  impossible  not  to  be 
distracted  by  signs  of  trouble  in  the 
land.  First,  the  omnipresence  of  the 
Israeli  Defense  Forces.  Although  in 
manner  quite  unlike  the  hard  faced, 
self-important,  spit-and-polish  soldiers 
one  sees  throughout  Latin  America, 
they  are  nevertheless  everywhere. 

Besides  the  military  presence,  there 
are  other  signs  of  deep  trouble.  The 
Arab  bus  I  was  riding  on  one  day 
through  Bethany,  an  Arab  commu- 
nity, was  stoned  by  a  youngster  who 
apparently  couldn't  read  the  English 
painted  on  its  side  and  didn't  recognize 
the  bus.  One  has  to  plan  one's  life  and 
travel  carefully  since  general  strikes  by 
Arabs  are  likely  to  be  called  on  24 
hours  notice,  and  Arab  commercial 
establishments  open  daily  only  from  9 
a.m.  till  noon.  Both  Arabs  and  Jews 
are  taking  it  on  the  chin  economically 
as  a  result. 

Few  conversations  gave  me  the  sense 
that  anything  but  a  hardening  of  posi- 
tions is  taking  place.  Through  friends 
I  came  to  know  a  secular  Arab  named 
Johnny,  a  dignified  man  and  fine  chef 
proud  to  have  cooked  for  heads  of 
state.  His  14-year-old  son  was  picked 
up  last  year  and  placed  in  administra- 
tive detention  for  throwing  stones  at 
soldiers  on  his  way  home  from  school. 
He  was  held  in  prison,  without  a  trial, 
for  15  months,  and  released  while  I 
was  in  Jersualem.  Johnny  lost  45 
pounds  while  his  son  was  in  prison  and 
carried  a  haunted  look  in  his  eyes. 

His  first  act  when  his  son  was  re- 
leased was  to  take  him  for  a  medical 
check-up  because  of  the  cigarette  burns 
and  marks  of  beatings  on  his  whole 
body.  The  boy,  apparently,  will  heal 
physically,  but  I  doubt  that  he  or  his 
family  will  ever  be  the  same.  His  first 
words  to  his  parents  and  five  brothers 
and  sisters  when  he  came  home  were, 
"If  they  do  this  much  to  me  just  for 
thowing  stones,  next  time  I  might  as 
well  do  something  serious."  The  father 
told  me  that  half  in  shame  and  half  in 
readiness  to  agree  with  his  son.  It 
seems  to  me  the  entire  family  has  been 
radicalized  by  the  experience. 


On  the  famous  Ben  Yehuda  Street 
on  a  balmy  afternoon  I  was  sitting  with 
a  friend  when  a  middle-aged  man  car- 
rying a  copy  of  Conor  Cruise 
O'Brien's  book  on  Israel  in  his  hand 
asked  us  what  part  of  the  States  we 
were  from.  We  invited  him  to  join  us 
and  learned  he  was  a  history  major 
from  Yale  who  had  lived  in  Atlanta 
and  moved  to  Israel  to  join  his  children 
after  the  entire  family  underwent  a 
conversion  from  secularism  to  Ortho- 
dox Judaism.  Affable  and  articulate, 
he  appealed  to  my  own  sense  of  faith 
when  he  spoke  of  the  new  meaning  his 
life  had  taken  on  with  faith  and  belief 
in  the  beneficence  of  an  intervening 
God.  After  listening  to  him  for  awhile, 
I  told  him  I  couldn't  quarrel  with  his 
concept  of  Divine  Providence,  only  his 
examples.  He  thought,  for  example, 
that  God  deliberately  changed  the 
weather  patterns  on  D-Day  and  made 
the  U.S.  stock  market  crash  the  day 
George  Schultz  was  in  Israel  to  present 
his  peace  plan. 

He  was  proud  that  he  had  served  in 
the  Israeli  army  though  his  children 
had  religious  qualms  about  service, 
and  he  treated  us  to  a  long  explanation 
of  the  need  for  the  100  new  Jewish  set- 
tlements in  the  occupied  territories, 
called  by  him  the  "administered  terri- 
tories." Mostly  I  listened  but  finally 
had  to  ask  him  if  he  didn't  think  that 
Jews'  treatment  of  Arabs  in  Israel 
wasn't  like  whites'  treatment  of  blacks 
in  the  States,  particularly  in  the  South 
before  the  civil-rights  movement.  His 
response  was  to  warn  that  I  shouldn't 
bring  my  western  democratic  notions 
of  fair  play  to  bear  in  this  setting.  The 
Arabs,  he  believes,  are  the  descendants 
of  Abimilech  today,  the  people  in  each 
generation  fated  to  hate  and  destroy 
Jews.  We  parted  in  a  friendly  way,  but 
I  could  only  think  that  he  has  come 
very  far  for  a  secular  Jewish  history 
major  from  Yale! 

In  my  short  time  in  Israel  I  met  only 
kind  and  ordinary  people  on  both  sides 
of  the  conflict,  but  I  did  not  hear  evi- 
dence of  moderation  in  their  words. 
I'm  reviewing  my  basic  texts  on  Juda- 
ism and  Islam  that  confirm  for  me  that 
things  do  not  have  to  be  this  way,  the 
situation  does  not  inevitably  have  to 
worsen.  But  the  fact  is  that  while  there 
I  saw  or  heard  no  evidence  for  hope 
in  the  near  future.  I  can  only  think,  as 
a  Christian  and  a  U.S.  citizen,  not 
without  blame  in  this  Holy  Land  that 
we  claim  too  and  support  in  many 
ways,  that  our  attention  is  required. 
We  are  more  than  the  detached  wed- 
ding guest  listening  to  the  tale  of  the 
ancient  mariner. 

Sister  Evelyn  Mattern  is  pn 
associate  with  the  North 
Council  of  Churches. 
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Presidential  nominees  to 
give  views  in  Survey 


The  campaign  for  the  presi- 
dency will  ensure  plenty  of 
rhetoric  by  partisans  and  analysis 
by  the  media.  Presbyterian  Sur- 
vey will  also  try  to  address  the 
issues  involved,  in  a  context 
framed  by  the  General  Assem- 
bly's perspective  on  those  issues. 
Survey  is  the  denomination's 
magazine. 

Its  October  issue  will  present 
the  views  of  the  Democratic  and 
Republican  nominees  on  major 
issues,  as  well  as  the  positions  the 
General  Assembly  of  the  Presby- 
terian Church  (U.S.A.)  has  taken 
on  those  issues. 


That  issue  will  also  contain  an 
article  commemorating  the  cen- 
tennial of  the  birth  of  Toyohiko 
Kagawa,  a  noted  Japanese  Chris- 


tian leader. 

Meanwhile,  the  September 
issue  will  examine  stewardship. 


New  video  looks  at 
Christian  education 


"What's  It  All  For?:  Re- 
flections on  the  Purpose  of 
Christian  Education,"  a  new 
videotape  and  study  guide, 
helps  those  responsible  for 
Christian  education  to  exa- 
mine the  central  purpose  of 
their  work  in  the  church.  The 
teaching  package  is  produced 
by  the  Presbyterian  School  of 
Christian  Education. 

Estelle  Rountree  McCarthy, 
associate  professor  of  Chris- 
tian education  at  the  school, 
comments  on  a  vignette  of  a 
typical  Christian-education 
committee  meeting,  over- 
whelmed by  detail  and  strug- 
gling with  purpose.  She  guides 
viewers  through  an  examina- 
tion of  several  possible  pur- 
poses for  Christian  education, 
and  then  brings  these  pur- 
poses together  in  an  inspira- 
tional conclusion. 

The  study  guide  helps  view- 
ers examine  their  own  as- 
sumptions and  make  conclu- 


sions about  their  purpose  in 
Christian  education. 

The  30-minute  tape  and  ac- 
companying guide  for  a  two- 
hour  session  will  be  useful  for 
Christian-education  commit- 
tees (at  the  local,  presbytery, 
and  synod  levels),  church 
staffs,  and  other  groups  of 
educational  leaders  and  teach- 
ers in  the  church. 

The  tape  and  study  guide 
are  available  for  rent  ($15)  or 
sale  ($30)  from  the  Video 
Education  Center,  Presbyter- 
ian School  of  Christian  Edu- 
cation, 1205  Palmyra  Avenue, 
Richmond,  Virginia  23227, 
(804)  254-8055. 

The  Presbyterian  School  of 
Christian  Education  is  the 
church's  graduate  school  in 
that  field,  the  only  one  of  11 
theological  instutitions  in  the 
church  solely  devoted  to 
Christian  education.  Its  media 
center  is  active  in  production. 


Wesley  C.  Baker's  article  "Real 
Stewardship  is  a  Matter  of..." 
looks  at  stewardship  as  more 
than  just  budgets;  it  opens  new 
doors  in  our  lives,  the  author 
says. 

That  issue  also  contains  an  ar- 
ticle on  "Flynn  of  the  Outback," 
by  Trevor  Holloway,  on  a  Pres- 
byterian missionary  in  Australia; 
"What?  Presbyterians  Selling 
Pornography?"  by  Donna  G. 
Albrecht,  on  a  group  of  Presby- 
terians who  converted  a  porno- 
graphic theater  into  a  thriving 
community  center;  and  "Preach- 
ing Sermons  with  a  Pointed 
Pen,"  by  Gustave  Niebuhr,  a 
look  at  the  cartooning  of  Doug 
Marlette,  which  has  drawn 
praise,  raised  anger,  and  won  a 
Pulitzer  Prize. 

Marlette  works  for  The  Atlan- 
ta Journal  and  The  Atlanta  Con- 
stitution; he  formerly  worked  for 
The  Charlotte  Observer,  where 
he  created  the  Kudzu  comic  strip 
with  its  preacher,  Will  B.  Dunne. 

To  subscribe  to  Presbyterian 
Survey,  contact  Subscription  Ser- 
vices, 341  Ponce  de  Leon  Ave- 
nue, N.E.,  Atlanta,  Ga.  30365 
(telephone  404-873-1549). 


Special  bicentennial 
issue  to  be  reprinted 


Orders  for  the  bicentennial 
issue  of  Presbyterian  Survey 
have  been  so  numerous  that 
the  magazine  will  print  more 
copies  of  it.  Survey  is  the 
magazine  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church  (U.S.A.).  The  June 
issue  was  a  special,  enlarged 
edition  marking  the  church's 
200th  anniversary. 

People  can  order  extra 
copies  at  discounted  prices  for 
quantities.  Those  rates  are: 
for  one  to  10  issues,  $5.00 
each;  11-25,  $4.50  each; 
26-50,  $4.00  each;  51  and 
more,  $3.50  each.  To  place  an 
order,  contact  Subscription 
Services,  341  Ponce  de  Leon 
Ave.,  N.E.,  Atlanta,  Ga. 


30365  (telephone  404-873-1549). 

In  regard  to  a  later  issue, 
Survey's  annual  Advent  calen- 
dar will  appear  in  the  Novem- 
ber issue  instead  of  the  usual 
December  issue,  because  of  an 
early  beginning  of  Advent  this 
year.  The  calendar  has  been  a 
popular  feature  each  year. 

The  magazine  has  also  an- 
nounced that  its  operations 
will  move  to  Louisville  in 
August.  After  mid- August, 
the  magazine's  mailing  ad- 
dress will  be  100  Wither  spoon 
St.,  Louisville,  KY.  40202. 
Readers  should  note,  how- 
ever, that  subscription  services 
will  remain  in  Atlanta  until 
early  1989. 


New  company  sells  church  supplies 


The  Little  Giant  Manufactur- 
ing Company,  which  has  pro- 
duced steeples,  crosses,  and  bap- 
tistries for  many  years,  has 
established  a  new  company,  Lit- 
tle Giant  Church  Supplies,  which 
has  formed  arrangements  with 
Broadman,  church  supply  com- 
pany, and  Genevox  Music  Cor- 
poration. 

The  new  company  will  offer  a 
wide  range  of  supplies  to  chur- 


ches, at  discounted  prices.  Those 
supplies  include  hymnals,  Bibles, 
choir  robes,  music  supplies,  com- 
munion glasses,  and  Sunday 
School  materials,  as  well  as 
others. 

The  company's  address  is 
P.O.  Box  518,  Orange,  Texas 
77630  (toll-free  telephone 
1-800-231-6085).  The  company 
publishes  a  catalogue. 


Meditations  on  Bible's 
healing  stories  published 


Meditations  on  healing  articles 
in  the  Bible  have  been  collected 
and  published  by  the  Consulta- 
tion on  Church  Union,  an  orga- 
nization to  which  the  Presbyter- 
ian Church  (U.S.A.)  belongs. 

Specifically,  the  meditations 
come  from  a  group  of  people 
with  disabilities  the  Consultation 
brought  together  to  "reflect  on 
this  part  of  the  Biblical  witness 
from  their  own  experience,"  the 
Consultation  said.  Among  the 


Book  traces  spiritual  quest 
of  a  middle-aged  writer 


group  were  blind  and  deaf  peo- 
ple, and  people  with  cerebral 
palsy,  Guillain-Barre  Syndrome, 
cancer,  arthritis,  and  multiple 
sclerosis. 

General  Secretary  Gerald 
Moede  of  the  organization  edited 
the  meditations;  they  are  pub- 
lished in  a  booklet  under  the  ti- 
tle "...Like  Trees,  Walking." 
Copies  are  available  from  the  of- 
fice of  the  Consultation  on 
Church  Union,  151  Wall  Street, 
Princeton,  N.J.  08540. 

The  meditations  spring  from  a 
longtime  effort  by  the  Consulta- 
tion to  find  theological  agree- 


ment. Nine  denominations  be- 
long to  the  organization;  for  25 
years,  they  have  worked  to  reach 
agreement  on  theological  issues 
and  then  articulate  that 
agreement. 

The  process  resulted  in  a  docu- 
ment, The  COCU  Consensus, 
which  the  denominations  are 
considering  now. 

During  this  process,  in  an  ef- 
fort to  include  varied  perspectives, 
the  organization  asked  for  views 
of  black,  feminist,  and  disabled 
Christians.  The  group  that  medi- 
tated on  the  healing  stories  was 
thus  part  of  the  larger  effort. 


Returning:  A  Spiritual  Journey 

by  Dan  Wakefield,  Doubleday, 
250  pages;  $17.95 

In  this  frank  and  felicitously 
written  religious  autobiography, 
author  and  writer/producer  Dan 
Wakefield  (Going  All  the  Way, 
Starting  Over)  tells  how  at  age 
48,  he  left  California  and  returned 
to  Boston  to  begin  a  spiritual 
quest.  From  the  perspective  of  a 
retrieved  Christian  faith,  he 
recalls  his  Baptist  childhood  in 
Indianapolis,  an  adolesenece 
marred  by  a  disfiguring  case  of 
acne,  attendance  at  Columbia 
University  during  the  1950s,  and 
years  of  therapy  in  New  York  as 
a  young  man. 

Wakefield  affirms  the  value  of 
"guardian  angel  guides,"  a  reli- 
gious community  as  an  extended 
family,  and  the  way  Christianity 
gives  "a  sense  of  living  in  a  larger 
context." 

Middle  Age 

Celebrate  Mid-Life:  Jungian 
Archetypes  and  Mid-Life  Spirit- 
uality by  Janice  Brewi  and  Anne 
Brennan;  Crossroad,  224  pages; 
$18.95 

This  book  is  written  by  the 
founders  of  Mid-Life  Directions, 
an  institute  which  offers  work- 
shops, retreats,  and  courses  on 
oiritual  dimensions  of  this 
stage  of  life. 

.  stories  from  in- 


dividuals they  have  counseled, 
the  authors  examine  how  middle- 
aged  men  and  women  have 
wrestled  with  dormant  aspects  of 
their  personalities;  how  they  have 
renewed  their  spirit  with  childlike 
wonder;  and  how  they  have  tried 
to  integrate  what  they  have 
learned  about  self,  the  world, 
others,  and  God  into  a  unified 
whole. 

Celebrate  Mid-Life  offers 
many  handles  on  making  the 
most  of  this  transitional  stage  of 
life. 

REVIEWS 

Middle  East 

The  Yellow  Wind  by  David 
Grossman;  Farrar,  Straus  & 
Giroux,  216  pages;  $17.95 

This  searing  report  comes 
from  an  area  of  the  world  as 
bleak  as  Northern  Ireland  and 
South  Africa — the  Israeli- 
occupied  West  Bank  of  the  Jor- 
dan River.  David  Grossman,  a 
34-year-old  journalist  and 
novelist,  spent  seven  weeks  there 
on  assignment  for  an  Israeli 
newsweekly. 

Visiting  Palestinian  camps  and 
Israeli  settlements,  he  was  ap- 
palled by  the  blind  hatred  on 
both  sides.  Grossman,  who  terms 
the  occupation  "a  continuing 
and  stubborn  test  for  both  sides 


trapped  in  it,"  puts  real  faces  on 
the  peoples  involved. 

Medical  Choices 

Playing  God:  The  New  World  of 
Medical  Choices  by  Thomas 
Scully,  M.D.,  and  Celia  Scully; 
Simon  &  Schuster,  431  pages; 
$19.95 

Philosopher  Howard  Levine 
maintains  that  "a  working 
knowledge  of  bioethics  is  one  of 
the  survival  skills  for  a  new  age." 
The  new  age  of  medical  advances 
and  complicated  technology  de- 
mands that  citizens  take  a  more 
active  interest  in  choosing  health- 
care alternatives.  Offering  help 
in  this  area  are  Dr.  Thomas  Scul- 
ly, the  former  dean  of  the  Uni- 
versity of  Nevada  School  of 
Medicine,  and  his  wife,  a  medical 
writer. 

Playing  God  is  a  practical 
manual  which  addresses  such 
topics  as  doctor-patient  relation- 
ships, patients'  rights,  living 
wills,  organ/tissue  transplants, 
reproductive  technologies,  ter- 
minal illnesses  in  children,  and 
malpractice  suits.  The  appen- 
dices of  this  first-class  resource 
include  model  documents  and 
organizations  providing  guidance 
on  bioethical  issues. 

Copyright  1988©  by  Cultural 
Information  Service  (CIStems, 
Inc.).  Reprinted  by  permission. 


New  cable  network  to 
promote  mainline  values 


The  new  religious  cable  televi- 
sion network  "mainline"  deno- 
minations have  been  planning 
for  almost  two  years  was  sche- 
duled to  commence  operations 
this  summer.  It  will  be  known  as 
Vision  Interfaith  Satellite  Net- 
work (VISN). 

Expected  to  be  totally  self- 
supporting  within  two  years, 
VISN  (pronounced  "vision") 
will  rely  on  a  combination  of 
grants  from  corporations  and 
foundations,  denominational 
support,  program  sponsorships, 
and  paid  national  advertising  to 
generate  revenues.  In  its  develop- 
ment period,  VISN  is  being  sup- 
ported by  leading  companies 
within  cable  television  who  are 
providing  initial  financial  help 
and  commitments  to  carry  the 
service  over  their  cable  systems. 
VISN  organizers  anticipate 
launching  the  service  this  sum- 
mer with  six  million  households, 
growing  to  10  million  houseolds 
within  the  first  year  of  opera- 
tions. 

An  official  with  the  network 
said  its  purpose  is  "to  provide 
people  of  faith  with  high  quali- 
ty, original  television  program- 
ming that  both  supports  their 
specific  beliefs  and  that  is  totally 
free  of  any  appeals  for  funds. 


Our  commitment  is  to  return 
100  percent  of  net  revenues  to  the 
production  of  fresh,  original 
cable  programming,"  he  said. 

A  senior  vice-president  of  Tele- 
Communications,  Inc.  (TCI),  a 
large  cable  multiple-system  oper- 
ator, said  that  his  company  "is 
pleased  with  the  broad-based, 
professional  approach  being 
taken  by  the  National  Interfaith 
Cable  Coalition  and  their  com- 
mitment to  on-going  program 
production  for  this  important 
segment  of  the  cable  subscriber 
audience."  He  said  the  cable 
business  has  been  encouraging 
the  development  of  a  mainline 
religious  channel  "for  some 
time"  and  that  support  for  such 
an  effort  within  the  business  "is 
widespread." 

In  addition  to  TCI,  early  in- 
terest has  been  shown  by 
Jones  Intercable,  Post-News- 
week  Cable,  American  Televi- 
sion &  Communications  (ATC), 
United  Cable,  and  the  National 
Cable  Television  Co-operative. 

VISN  will  be  based  in  Denver 
with  additional  offices  in  New 
York  and  Nashville.  Advertising 
sales  are  being  handled  by  GMN 
Management,  an  Albuquerque, 
New  Mexico-based  company. 


NEWS 
BRIEFS 

Evangelism  program 
seeks  new  models 

A  newly  endowed  program  for 
in-depth  study  of  evangelism  will 
bring  a  dozen  Presbyterian  lead- 
ers to  Columbia  Seminary  an- 
nually, beginning  this  year,  for  10 
days.  The  program's  creators 
hope  it  will  lead  to  new,  effective 
models  of  evangelism  for  the 
church,  as  well  as  create  advo- 
cates for  evangelism  who  will  lead 
the  church  during  the  next  two  to 
three  decades. 

The  Thompson  Scholars  Pro- 
gram honors  Dr.  Cecil  Thomp- 
son, who  taught  at  the  seminary 
for  21  years. 

Greensboro  choir 
performs  for  public 

The  Men's  Choir  of  St.  James 
Church  in  Greensboro,  N.C., 
presented  an  annual  spring  con- 
cert in  June,  its  eighth  one.  The 
concert  was  open  to  the  public. 

Selections  ranged  from  tradi- 
tional spirituals  to  English  folk 
songs.  C.  Everett  Powell  directs 
the  choir. 

Va.  group  gets 
hunger  grant 

One  of  the  grants  from  the 
Presbyterian  Hunger  Program 
goes  this  year  to  the  Virginia  In- 
terfaith  Center  for  Public  Policy. 
The  $10,000  grant  will  help  the 
Center  involve  members  of  reli- 
gious groups  in  influencing  state 
governments  to  respond  more 
strongly  to  needs  of  the  poor. 

The  Hunger  Program  granted 
a  total  of  about  $715,000  overseas 
and  in  the  U.S.  for  projects  fight- 
ing hunger. 

Lay  Committee  told 
to  return  mail  lists 

The  General  Assembly  at  its 
annual  meeting  instructed  the 
Presbyterian  Lay  Committee  to 
return  immediately  all  member- 
ship lists  it  had  obtained  for  chur- 
ches without  sessional  authoriza- 
tion, remove  all  names  obtained 
without  authorization  from  its 
list,  and  cease  soliciting  church 
rolls  without  authorization  from 
sessions. 

The  Committee  uses  the  mail- 
ing list  primarily  for  its  publica- 
tion, The  Presbyterian  Layman. 

3  loan  programs 
aid  college  students 

Three  educational  loan  pro- 
grams for  North  Carolina  resi- 
dents attending  colleges  in  or  out 
of  the  state  and  for  nonresidents 
attending  colleges  in  North  Caro- 
lina are  available  through  the 
College  Foundation,  Inc.  The 
programs  are  for  dependent  or  in- 
dependent students,  based  on 
need;  for  independent  students, 
not  based  on  need;  and  for  pa- 
rents of  dependent  students,  not 
based  on  need. 

For  more  information,  contact 
the  College  Foundation,  P.O. 
Box  12100,  Raleigh,  N.C.  27605 
(telephone  919-821-4771). 

Endowment  started 
for  W.  Black  Lodge 

A  donor  has  established  an  en- 
dowment fund  for  the  William 
Black  Lodge,  the  Montreat  facil- 
ity of  the  old  Synod  of  North 
Carolina.  The  facility  is  available 
to  church  groups.  It  includes 
rooms,  dining  room,  and  confer- 
ence room. 


New  Worship  Directory 
approved  overwhelmingly 
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The  General  Assembly  over- 
whelmingly approved  a  new 
Directory  for  Worship.  It  now 
will  be  sent  to  the  presbyteries  for 
their  votes.  If  approved  by  a  ma- 
jority of  the  presbyteries,  it  will 
become  the  standard  for  worship 
in  the  denomination. 

"We  need  this  Directory  for 
revitalization  as  a  church,"  said 
Fred  Roedger  of  Baldwin,  Wis. 
He  pointed  out  that  the  directory 
contains  sections  on  daily  prayer, 
healing  services,  services  for 
evangelism,  and  family  worship, 
only  one  of  which  is  mentioned 
in  the  current  Directory  for  the 
Service  of  God. 

The  most  heated  debates  fo- 
cused on  sections  on  baptism  and 
whether  or  not  to  call  God 
"Father"  in  a  specific  biblical 
citation.  Robert  Stier  of  Glen 
Moore,  Pa.,  successfully  amend- 
ed the  document  so  that  it  reads 
people  are  "united  with  Christ 
through  faith"  instead  of 
"through  baptism."  The  latter, 
he  suggested,  was  un-Reformed 
since  it  made  the  act  of  baptism 
rather  than  a  person's  faith  the 
key  to  becoming  Christian.  In 
response,  Elizabeth  Hall  of  Troy, 


N.Y.,  argued  that  baptism  is 
what  unites  us  in  Christ.  It  is  "by 
God's  grace  we  are  drawn  into 
the  kingdom,  not  by  our  own  ac- 
tion," she  said.  Stier's  amend- 
ment passed,  288-258. 

The  controversy  over  God  the 
Father  came  over  a  quotation 
from  Philippians  2:11.  The  pro- 
posed wording  in  the  directory 
dropped  the  metaphor  "Father." 
Robert  Lamar  of  Albany,  N.Y., 
noted  that  while  "God  the 
Father  is  an  important  part  of 
our  faith... because  of  its  fre- 
quent use  by  Jesus,  it  is  not  of 
course,  the  only  metaphor  used 
for  God,  not  even  the  only  one 
used  by  Jesus."  When  we  have 
"the  occasional  choice,"  he  con- 
tinued, "it  is  helpful  not  to 
repeat  that  metaphor  which  is 
available  to  us  in  so  many  other 
ways."  Gusten  Ray  (Bud)  Brain- 
erd,  a  student  at  Columbia  Sem- 
inary, argued  that  the  directory 
citation  "is  word  for  word  with 
the  RSV  (Revised  Standard  Ver- 
sion)... leaving  'the  Father'  off 
will  create  more  discussion  than 
it  solves."  The  reference  to  God 
the  Father  was  restored  by  a  vote 
of  410-157. 


Prize  honors  religious  insight 


A  new  $150,000  award  will 
honor  the  world's  most  signifi- 
cant contributions  to  religious 
and  spiritual  understanding.  The 
establisher  of  the  award  has 
already  started  three  other 
awards,  for  identical  amounts,  in 
other  fields  in  the  humanities. 

The  Louisville  Grawemeyer 
Award  will  be  open  to  people  of 
all  religions  and  cultures;  it  will 
specifically  recognize  creative  in- 
sights into  the  relationship  be- 
tween human  beings  and  the 


divine. 

Louisville  Presbyterian  Semi- 
nary and  the  University  of  Louis- 
ville will  give  the  award  jointly. 
They  will  give  the  first  one  next 
spring. 

Charles  Grawemeyer  esta- 
blished the  award;  he  graduated 
from  the  University  of  Louisville 
in  1934  and  serves  on  the  semi- 
nary's board  of  directors.  The 
three  other  awards  honor  creati- 
vity in  music  composition,  edu- 
cation, and  political  science. 
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Millions  face  starving 
in  Mozambique  crisis 

An  estimated  4.6  million  Mozambicans,  such  as  this  child,  risk 
starving,  Church  World  Service  has  said,  and  the  organization 
is  making  a  Mozambique  Emergency  Appeal  to  help  Christian 
groups  in  Mozambique  and  four  other  countries  in  the  region 
respond  with  food,  clothing,  medicine,  blankets,  tents,  seeds, 
and  tools,  as  well  as  long-term  projects  in  agricultural  renewal, 
pastoral  care,  and  teaching  literacy. 

About  550,000  Mozambicans  have  fled  to  the  neighboring 
countries.  The  crisis  springs  from  violence  that  has  disrupted 
agriculture  and  displaced  people.  CWS  blames  the  attacks  on 
RENAMO,  a  rebel  group  the  organization  believes  South  Africa 
supports. 

For  more  information,  call  the  CWS  hotline  toll-free  at 
1-800-223-1310. 


Affordable  health  care  backed 


The  General  Assembly  adopt- 
ed major  studies  on  health-costs 
policies  and  religious  liberty. 
Both  reports  were  adopted  with- 
out rejection. 

The  assembly  said  that  "every 
person  should  have  affordable, 
quality  health  services.  Access 
should  not  be  limited  by  income, 
ethnicity,  or  geography.  It  is  the 
proper  function  of  all  groups  in 
society  including  government  in 
their  concern  for  justice  to  ensure 
equal  access  to  health  services." 

The  Assembly  urged  Congress 
to  define  "a  National  Health 
Standard  of  adequate,  quality 
health  care"  by  1990.  It  also 
called  for  legislation  to  require 
"all  employers,  public  and  pri- 
vate, to  provide  insurance  or 

College  names 

development 

director 

Richard  A.  Forster  has  been 
named  director  of  development 
at  Montreat-Anderson  College. 
Forster  fills  the  vacancy  left  by 
retiring  director  of  development 
and  church  relations  Williard  M. 
Sessler. 

Forster  has  been  teaching  high 
school  mathematics  and  physical 
science  in  Montgomery,  Al.  He 
holds  a  B.S.  with  honors  degree 
in  mathematics  from  the  George 
Washington  University;  and  an 
M.S.  in  education  from  Troy 
State  University.  He  has  been 
associated  with  training  and 
management  for  much  of  his 
career. 


direct  coverage  for  all  employees 
and  their  dependents  for  health 
care"  that  meet  the  National 
Health  Standard. 

The  rights  to  free  exercise  of 
religion  and  nonestablishment  of 
any  religion  "are  of  equal  impor- 
tance in  guaranteeing  religious 

liberty,"  the  Assembly  said.  The 
establishment  clause  "requires 
government  to  be  wholly  neutral 
in  matters  of  religion,"  and 
"protects  religious  exercise  in  all 
its  manifestations." 

The  Assembly  cited  recent 
"troubling  developments"  which 
suggst  "increasing  impairments 
of  the  free  exercise  of  religion 
and  the  right  of  churches  to  con- 
trol their  own  affairs."  These  in- 
clude using  zoning  regulations  to 


"restrict  the  mission  of  local 
churches"  and  the  IRS  applying 
the  tax  code  section  prohibiting 
religious  groups  from  intervening 
in  political  campaigns  to  reli- 
gious efforts  "to  influence  public 
opinion  and  public  policy  on 
moral  issues." 

"The  corporate  entities  and  in- 
dividual members  of  the  Presby- 
terian Church  (U.S.A.)  are 
obliged  by  the  religious  faith  and 
order  they  profess  to  participate 
in  public  life  and  become  in- 
volved in  the  realm  of  politics," 
the  Assembly  said. 

"We  oppose  attempts  by  gov- 
ernment to  limit  or  deny  religious 
participation  in  public  life  by 
statute  or  regulation,  including 
Internal  Revenue  Service 
regulations..." 


Scottish  tartan 
official  visits 

The  executive  president  of 
the  Scottish  Tartans  Society 
and  Museum  of  Comrie,  Scot- 
land, attended  the  Kirkin  O' 
the  Tartan  at  First  Church  of 
Highlands,  N.C,  on  July  4. 
Dr.  D.  Gordon  Teall  of 
Teallach  was  the  visitor.  The 
Presbyterian  church  and  an 
Episcopal  one  sponsored  the 
ceremony. 

There  is  now  a  Scottish  Tar- 
tans Museum  in  Highlands. 


Deadline 

The  deadline  for  receiving 
both  ads  and  material  contri- 
buted for  articles  is  the  first 
Wednesday  of  each  month. 


Appalachian  poor  should  be 
campaign  issue,  group  says 


Two  ecumenical  groups  met  in 
Washington  in  late  May  in  an  ef- 
fort to  bring  issues  affecting 
poor  people,  particularly  in  Ap- 
palachia,  into  political  debate 
during  this  presidential  election. 
They  were  the  Commission  on 
Religion  in  Appalachia  (CORA), 
in  which  the  synod  participates, 
and  Interfaith  Action  for  Eco- 
nomic Justice. 

Leaders  of  community  organi- 
zations in  Appalachia  took  part; 
the  meeting  also  featured  former 
U.S.  Rep.  Robert  Edgar  (D-Pa.), 
President  Molly  Yard  of  the  Na- 
tional Organization  of  Women, 
and  Vice-Chair  C.  DeLores 


Tucker  of  the  National  Political 
Congress  of  Black  Women. 

The  chair  of  CORA,  Gladys 
Campbell,  said,  "Linking  people 
resources  is  key  to  strengthening 
the  churches'  ministry  in  Appa- 
lachia." Edgar  said  political 
trends  happen  from  the  bottom 
up  and  that  religious  people  can 
have  an  enormous  impact  on 
politics  by  helping  people  register 
to  vote  and  educating  them  on 
issues. 

"The  church  has  an  important 
ministry  in  the  political  arena," 
he  said.  "You  can  help  mold  the 
history  of  this  generation." 

Participants  in  the  meeting 


visited  their  congressional  repre- 
sentatives to  discuss  such  issues 
as  welfare,  minimum  wage, 
housing,  hunger,  employment, 
and  farm  policy. 

CORA  is  a  coalition  of  18 
denominations,  based  in  Knox- 
ville,  Tenn.,  that  works  with 
community  groups  and  congre- 
gations for  economic  transfor- 
mation in  Appalachia.  Interfaith 
Action  is  a  coaltion  of  Protes- 
tant, Catholic,  and  Jewish  agen- 
cies addressing  public  policy 
related  to  human  needs,  food 
and  agriculture,  and  i 
tional  developme; 
Washington. 


Page  S,  The  Presbyterian  News,  July  1988 

Troubled  children, 
retarded  adults  aided 


Children  from  broken  homes 
receive  a  chance  to  make  it  in 
life.  Retarded  adults  receive 
training  for  jobs. 

These  are  the  two  focuses  of 
the  Presbyterian  Home,  Inc.,  an 
agency  the  old  Synod  of  the  Vir- 
ginias supported.  The  agency 
operates  two  facilities,  the 
Children's  Home  in  Lynchburg, 
Va.,  and  the  Training  Center  in 
Zuni,  Va. 

The  Children's  Home  began  as 
an  orphanage  in  1903.  Like  many 
such  institutions,  it  has  changed 
to  serve  children  from  broken 
families;  the  Home  works  with 
the  family  as  well  as  the  child. 

There  are  three  programs.  In 
the  family  clarification  program, 
lasting  no  longer  than  a  year, 
child  and  family  work  out  their 
future  relationship.  The  child 
lives  at  the  Home  while  the 
Home's  staff  works  with  the 
family  to  address  the  reasons  the 
child  is  there. 

In  the  supplemental  parenting 
program,  the  Home  in  effect  be- 
comes a  family  and  gives  the 
child  a  loving  home,  clothes, 
food,  a  good  education,  and  re- 
ligious education  for  a  family 
that  cannot  do  so,  for  as  long  as 
the  family  cannot,  through  high 
school  if  necessary.  The  family 
involves  itself  as  the  family 
clarification  phase  determined. 

For  children  who  live  at  the 
Home  to  age  18,  the  transition  to 
independence  program  helps 
them  learn  skills  and  knowledge 
required  for  them  to  live  inde- 
pendently. The  program  includes 
education,  career  counseling,  ad- 
vice on  managing  money,  and 
advice  on  maintaining  a  home 
and  oneself. 

The  Training  Center  prepares 
mentally  retarded  adults  to  work 
in  jobs  in  their  communities.  It 
also  continues  to  help  them  after 


they  have  found  jobs.  There  are 
three  programs. 

Vocational  training  teaches 
basic  skills  preparing  the  resi- 
dents for  jobs  and  then  offers 
special  programs  in  custodial, 
horticultural,  and  food-service 
work.  The  center  assesses  each 
individual.  After  the  assessment, 
residents  train  in  one  of  those 
programs  or  train  in  the  Work 
Adjustment  Center  to  prepare 
for  placement  in  a  sheltered 
workshop. 

Following  initial  training,  stu- 
dents get  work  experience 
through  jobs  in  the  community, 
which  may  be  in  sheltered  work- 
shops, on  special  work  crews  do- 
ing custodial  or  landscaping 
work  for  community  organiza- 
tions, or  in  jobs  at  fast-food 
restaurants.  After  this  work  ex- 
perience, the  students  leave  the 
Center  ready  to  live  in  their 
communities. 

The  third  program  teaches  stu- 
dents independent  living  skills  so 
they  can  function  in  their  com- 
munities after  they  leave  the 
Center.  These  skills  include  per- 
sonal hygiene,  housekeeping, 
socializing,  leisure  time,  shop- 
ping, managing  money,  and  in- 
volvement in  religious  activities. 

After  finishing  this  third 
aspect  of  training,  the  students 
are  ready  to  live  in  a  group  home 
while  they  work. 

In  addition  to  these  facilities, 
the  Presbyterian  Home,  Inc.,  of- 
fers some  other  special  services. 
These  include  housing  families  of 
patients  in  the  neonatal  unit  of 
the  Virginia  Baptist  Hospital, 
support  for  advanced  education 
for  residents  of  the  Children's 
Home  who  finish  high  school, 
aftercare  for  children  leaving  the 
home  to  live  with  others,  and  a 
group  home  for  some  of  the  gra- 
duates of  the  Training  Center. 


History  society 
invites  members 

People  interested  in  Presbyter- 
ian history  in  North  Carolina  are 
invited  to  join  the  North  Caro- 
lina Presbyterian  Historical 
Society.  Members  tour  historic 
churches  in  the  state  each  fall  and 
hold  a  spring  meeting  featuring 
a  lecture.  The  Society  also  pre- 
sents awards  and  grants. 

The  Society  has  set  a  goal  of 
one  member  from  each  church  in 
North  Carolina  in  the  group. 

Anyone  who  wishes  to  join 
should  send  a  check  for  $3  (the 
annual  fee),  payable  to  the  Soci- 
ety, to  Dr.  John  MacLeod,  N.C. 
Presbyterian  Historical  Society, 
P.O.  Box  10785,  Raleigh,  N.C. 
27605. 

Organized  in  1964,  the  organi- 
zation has  over  300  members. 


Radio,  television  messages  in 
Appalachian  region  bring  hope 


An  ecumenical  organization 
supported  by  both  the  Synods  of 
North  Carolina  and  Virginias  in 
the  past  is  the  Presbyterian  Ap- 
palachian Broadcasting  Council, 
which  celebrated  its  25th  anniver- 
sary this  past  spring.  The  Coun- 
cil produces  radio  and  television 
spot  announcements  distributed 
throughout  the  Appalachian  re- 
gion. These  messages  address 
seemingly  hopeless  situations,  of- 
fering encouraging  words  based 
on  faith. 

Well-known  personalities  in 
the  region  donate  their  time  to 
tape  the  spots;  these  have  includ- 
ed Minnie  Pearl,  Amy  Grant,  the 
Oak  Ridge  Boys,  Darrell  Wal- 
trip,  Dolly  Parton,  Archie 
Campbell,     and  Barbara 


Mandrell. 

The  Synod  of  the  Mid-Atlantic 
continues  the  support  for  the 
Council  from  the  two  old 
synods. 

Churches  supporting  the  Pres- 
byterian Appalachian  Broad- 
casting Council  include  the  Pres- 
byterian Church  (U.S.A.)  and 
the  Cumberland  Presbyterian 
Church. 

For  more  information  or 
copies  of  productions,  write 
P.A.B.C.,  P.O.  Box  40472, 
Nashville,  Tenn.  37204. 


Toll-free  info  number 

Presbytel  is  the  new  infor- 
mation number  of  the  General 
Assembly,  1-800-UP2DATE. 


Understanding  other  cultures 
is  focus  of  college  program 


A  new  program  at  Davidson 
College  intends  to  enlarge 
students'  understanding  of  other 
cultures  and  the  growing  inter- 
r elatedness  of  the  world.  The 
Dean  Rusk  Program  in  Interna- 
tional Studies  is  designed  to  give 
students  a  deeper  understanding 
of  complex  global  issues  and  an 
appreciation  for  subtle  relation- 
ships among  countries  and 
peoples. 

The  program  honors  the  form- 
er secretary  of  state,  a  Davidson 
graduate. 

The  new  program  received  a 
$75,000  grant  recently  from  the 
Booth  Ferris  Foundation  to  sup- 
port faculty  research  and  curri- 
culum development.  The  latter 
includes  both  establishing 
courses  in  international  issues 
and  bringing  stronger  interna- 
tional dimensions  to  existing 
courses. 

As  part  of  the  Dean  Rusk  Pro- 
gram, students  can  now  major  in 
international  studies  and  earn  a 


Mecklenburg  County  has  73  churches 
to  be  included  in  Presbytery  *E' 


Editor's  note:  This  article 
also  appears  on  Mecklenburg 
Presbytery's  page  in  The  Pres- 
byterian News.  Since  readers 
outside  that  presbytery  will  not 
see  it,  we  are  printing  it  on  this 
page,  as  well,  for  those  readers 
who  will  be  in  the  new  Presby- 
tery E.  It  is  the  last  in  a  series 
on  the  counties  in  the  new 
presbytery. 

Mecklenburg  County  has  73 
Presbyterian  churches  within  its 
bounds — 16  churches  from  Ca- 
tawba Presbytery  (former  UP- 
CUSA)  and  57  from  Mecklen- 
burg Presbytery  (former  PCUS). 

This  heavy  concentration — re- 
ported as  one  of  the  highest  den- 
sities of  Presbyterians  in  the 
country  —  comes  from  a  long 
history  and  strong  heritage  of 
Presbyterianism  in  the  area. 
Sugaw  Creek  (1755),  Steele 
Creek  (1760),  Hopewell  (1762), 
and  Providence  (1767)  are 
among  the  oldest  churches  in 
North  Carolina.  The  former 
UPCUSA  churches  were  esta- 
blished around  the  time  of  the 
Civil  War — one  possibly  as  early 
as  1864  with  others  mostly  begin- 
ning from  1866-1886. 

The  churches  range  in  size 
from  24  members  to  over  2500. 
Seven  churches  have  over  1 ,000 
members  and  51  have  member- 
ships under  500.  * 

of  the  churches 


are  as  varied  as  the  membership. 
Churches  sponsor  and  house  Boy 
Scouts,  Girl  Scouts,  Alcoholics 
Anonymous,  political  forums, 
community  schools,  and  other 
service  organizations.  To  meet  a 
need  for  high-quality,  through- 
the-week  care  for  children,  num- 
erous churches  support  half-day 
preschools  or  full-day  day-care 
centers. 

There  is  strong  support  for  the 
2<t-a-meal  project  and  good  fi- 
nancial and  volunteer  support 
are  provided  to  the  Crisis  Assis- 
tance Ministry.  Three  Presbyter- 
ian churches  in  Charlotte  serve  as 
sites  for  the  Loaves  and  Fishes 
Ministry:  Statesville  Avenue,  St. 
Giles,  and  First. 

Last  summer  several  churches 
provided  workers,  funds,  mater- 
ials, food,  and  entertainment  for 
the  Habitat  project  in  Optimist 
Park.  Julia  Maulden,  a  member 
of  the  Davidson  College  Church, 
served  as  executive  director  of 
Habitat  for  several  years. 

The  Presbyterian  Family  Life 
Center,  which  provides  counsel- 
ing services  for  individuals  and 
families,  was  established  and  is 
supported  by  six  area  churches. 

The  Metro-Urban  Task  Force 
was  established  in  1986  with 
members  from  Catawba  and 
Mecklenburg  churches  to  seek  to 
develop  strategies  for  effective 
urban  ministry  in  Mecklenburg 


County.  The  task  force  is  prepar- 
ing the  results  of  its  work  for 
presentation  this  fall.  There  is 
hope  that  there  will  be  a  geo- 
graphic network  of  churches  to 
provide  a  structure  for  working 
together.  Ed  Newberry,  pastor  at 
Memorial,  and  Marjorie  Smith, 
elder  at  Steele  Creek,  are  co- 
chairs. 

Charlotte  is  the  business,  fi- 
nancial, and  communication  cen- 
ter of  Mecklenburg  County  and 
indeed  a  large  portion  of  North 
Carolina.  Currently  both  the  of- 
fices of  Mecklenburg  and  Cataw- 
ba Presbyteries  are  located  in 
Charlotte.  The  newest  Presby- 
terian church  established  by 
Mecklenburg  is  in  east  Charlotte. 
Also  located  in  Charlotte  is  a 
Career  and  Personal  Counseling 
Center  sponsored  by  the  former 
Synod  of  North  Carolina.  Meck- 
lenburg County  churches  have 
provided  strong  and  distin- 
guished leadership  for  the  pres- 
byteries, synods,  and  General 
Assembly.  Randy  Taylor,  while 
pastor  at  Myers  Park,  was 
elected  the  first  moderator  of  the 
General  Assembly  of  the  re- 
united church.  Bobbie  Berry, 
elder  at  Smallwood,  was  the  last 
moderator  for  the  Synod  of 
North  Carolina.  Wilma  Powell, 
elder  at  Woodland,  has  recently 
served  as  moderator  of  the 
Synod  of  the  Piedmont. 


certificate  from  the  program. 
Students  can,  in  most  cases,  ma- 
jor in  other  subjects  and  still  earn 
the  certificate,  as  well. 

"This  is  a  significant  step  for- 
ward in  the  curriculum  to  pro- 
vide incentive  for  students  to  ex- 
plore international  studies,"  said 
Ambassador  Jack  Perry,  the  pro- 
gram's director.  "It  should  pro- 
vide an  advantage  for  graduates 
emerging  in  the  corporate  world 
or  entering  graduate  schools. 

"It  will  show  that  they  have 
been  abroad,  and  that  they  are 
able  to  handle  a  language — not 
just  that  they've  studied  it,  but 
that  they're  proficient  in  it." 

The  new  progrm  requires  six 
courses  in  international  studies, 
three  multi-cultural  ones  and 
three  related  to  a  particular  geo- 
graphic area;  proficiency  in  a 
modern  language;  and  a  sum- 
mer, semester,  or  year  abroad  in 
study  or  work,  plus  writing  a 
substantial  paper  on  the  experi- 
ence. 


In  a  related  emphasis,  David- 
son received  a  $275,000  grant 
from  the  Andrew  W.  Mellon 
Foundation  to  enhance  teaching 
foreign  languages  and  cultures  in 
the  next  five  years.  The  college 
had  already  started  increasing 
emphasis  on  such  instruction,  in- 
cluding opening  a  new  language 
center  last  fall  using  new  technol- 
ogies to  emphasize  listening  and 
speaking  skills  in  foreign 
languages. 

The  grant  will  help  add  faculty 
positions  in  Russian,  Chinese, 
and  Japanese  and  create  new 
programs  in  Russian  and  Soviet 
studies  and  Asian  studies.  It  will 
also  add  more  opportunities  for 
overseas  study  and  upgrade  lin- 
guistic facilities  on  campus. 

The  grant  will  also  reinforce 
language  study  with  added 
courses  in  history,  traditions, 
and  culture  of  geographic  areas, 
and  it  will  allow  the  college  to 
refine  the  evaulation  of  how  stu- 
dents learn  languages. 


Among  the  Presbyteries 

News  from  around  the  Synod 


Churches  serve  health 
of  members,  communities 


The  Witness  Season  this  year 
emphasized  "health  and  whole- 
ness," and  two  churches  in  Blue 
Ridge  Presbytery  are  operating 
programs  in  line  with  that  theme. 

Roanoke  Church  near  Phenix, 
Va.,  is  a  small  church  that  mini- 
sters to  elderly  and  ill  members 
of  both  church  and  community. 
Two  retired  nurses  who  are 
elders  on  the  session,  Lillian 
Milton  and  Ann  Speight,  direct 
volunteers  from  the  church  who 
serve  as  visiting  nurses  and 
helpers. 

After  retiring  from  Virginia 
Baptist  Hospital,  the  two  women 
volunteered  their  nursing  skills  to 
the  church;  they  work  closely 
with  patients'  physicians  and 
pharmacists. 

The  volunteers  from  the 
church  give  medicine,  informa- 


tion, post-surgical  care,  and  oc- 
casional overnight  care.  The  pro- 
gram aims  to  keep  elderly  and 
terminally  ill  patients  in  their 
homes  as  long  as  possible. 

Westminster  Church  in  Lynch- 
burg, Va.,  is  a  medium-size, 
inner-city  church.  It  houses  and 
supports  the  Free  Clinic  of  Cen- 
tral Virginia.  The  church  started 
a  new  ministry  recently  for  its 
own  members,  particularly  older 
ones. 

The  church  hired  Betsy  Jamer- 
son  to  serve  as  a  visiting  church 
nurse  who  ministers  to  the  whole 
person,  body,  mind,  and  spirit. 
She  visits  people  in  their  homes, 
leads  educational  programs,  and 
counsels. 

The  church  intends  the  pro- 
gram to  help  its  members  main- 
tain better  health. 


Evangelism  workshops  planned 


Albemarle  Presbytery  will 
hold  several  workshops  on 
"Evangelism  for  the  Local 
Church"  this  fall;  organizers  in- 
tend the  meetings  to  make  parti- 
cipants familiar  with  the  church's 
New  Age  Dawning  Emphasis. 


The  presbytery's  Evangelism  and 
Church  Development  Committee 
will  sponsor  the  workshops. 

The  main  feature  will  be 
"Faithful  Witnesses,"  a  program 
training  lay  folk  in  evangelism. 
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Two  PAL  residents  graduate 
from  local  high  school 


...Or 


Renee  (left)  and  Wilma  on  their  Graduation  Day. 


June  3,  1988,  was  a  proud  day 
for  Renee  Marie  Fullwood  and 
Wilma  Virginia  Lenox.  It  was  the 
day  they  graduated  from  South 
Iredell  High  School. 

Both  girls  are  in  the  Prepara- 
tion for  Adult  Living  (PAL)  pro- 
gram of  the  Adolescent  Center. 
Here  are  their  future  plans: 

Renee  Marie  Fullwood 
"I  have  lived  at  Barium 
Springs  Home  for  Children  for 
two  and  a  half  years.  For  the  last 
year  I  worked  part-time  at  the 
Family  and  Child  Development 
Center  on  campus.  I  very  much 
enjoyed  helping  the  teachers  with 
the  three-year-olds.  After  gradu- 
ation I  will  move  into  Statesville 
with  a  friend.  Upon  finding  em- 
ployment I  plan  to  attend  Mitch- 
ell Community  College  through 
the  nursing  department,  get  my 
degree,  and  continue  helping 
others." 

Wilma  Virginia  Lenox 
"I  have  lived  at  Barium 
Springs  Home  for  Children  for 
five  and  a  half  months.  After 
graduation  I  plan  to  continue  liv- 
ing at  the  PAL  program,  and 
working  at  a  convenience  store. 
I  hope  to  later  get  my  own  apart- 
ment. In  the  future  I  plan  to  take 
classes  at  Mitchell  Community 


The  FHA/HERO  (the  Future 
Homemakers  of  America  and 
Home  Economics  Related  Occu- 
pations) and  the  child-care  ser- 
vices students  at  South  Iredell 
High  School  raised  $125  to  do- 
nate books  to  the  Family  and 
Child  Development  Center 
(FCDC)  to  buy  books  for  their 
Children's  Library. 

This  is  the  third  year  the 
students  have  raised  money  for 
the  FCDC  by  selling  home-made 
cakes  for  Valentine's  Day  and 
Mother's  Day.  In  1986  and  1987 
the  students  raised  money  to  buy 
the  materials  to  make  picnic 
tables,  and  then  the  South  Iredell 
FFA  (Future  Farmers  of  Amer- 
ica) put  the  tables  together  and 
they  were  given  to  the  Center. 

The  FHA/HERO  is  made  up 
of  29  girls  who  are  taking  a 
course  at  South  called  "Child 
Care  Services"  taught  by  Marie 
Fitzgerald,  a  home-economics 
teacher. 

Six  of  the  girls  are  in  their  se- 
cond year  of  the  course  and  will 
meet  the  state  requirements  for 
certification  in  child  care  upon 
completion  of  the  course.  These 
girls  will  be  eligible  for  employ- 
ment in  the  child-care  field  once 
they  are  18  years  of  age  and  have 
graduated  from  high  school. 

A  very  important  part  of  the 
child-care  services  course  is  the 
twice-weekly  visits  the  students 
make  to  the  FCDC.  These  visits 
help  the  girls  learn  about  child 
care  through  first-hand  exper- 
ience, and  they  also  help  the 
teachers  at  the  FCDC  by  supply- 


College  to  become  an  office 
secretary." 

The  PAL  program  is  for  older 
youth  who  experience  less  signifi- 
cant behavioral  problems,  but 
who  need  specialized  program- 
ming to  help  them  prepare  for 
adulthood.  It  is  located  in 
Howard  Cottage  and  houses  a 
maximum  of  12  youths,  ages  16 
to  20. 

The  youths  living  in  the  PAL 
cottage  attend  public  schools  in 


ing  them  with  volunteers  who  are 
eager  to  help  and  learn. 

Fitzgerald  said  the  students 
voted  to  continue  the  cake- 
baking  project  because  they 
wanted  to  show  staff  at  the 
FCDC  how  much  they  appreci- 
ated being  able  to  come  to  the 
Center  to  learn. 

Staff  at  the  FCDC  and  at 
Barium  Springs  Home  for  Child- 


the  Barium  community  and 
many  hold  part-time  jobs.  This 
enables  them  to  learn  to  form 
relationships  with  adults  and 
peers  outside  the  Home,  and  to 
learn  and  practice  skills  that  are 
a  part  of  daily  living. 

The  staff  and  children  of 
Barium  Springs  Home  for  Child- 
ren wish  Renee  and  Wilma  the 
best  and  brightest  futures,  and 
congratulations  on  their 
graduation! 


ren  are  equally  grateful  to  the 
South  students  for  their  support 
and  have  enjoyed  having  a  part 
in  their  training. 

If  your  group  or  club  is  in- 
terested in  helping  the  children  at 
Barium  Springs  Home  for  Child- 
ren, please  contact  Reade  Baker, 
Director  of  Development,  at 
704/872-4157. 


Seems 

As  my  July  column  goes  to 
press,  I  am  in  England  as  part  of 
an  Exchange  Program  sponsored 
by  Duke  Endowment  whereby 
child-care  people  from  the 
Carolinas  and  England  can  learn 
about  child-welfare  services  in 
each  country. 

From  materials  provided  prior 
to  the  trip,  the  problems  seem 
quite  similar,  but  the  machinery 
for  responding  is  quite  different. 
I  am  particularly  interested  in 
one  of  these  differences — the 
provision  of  all  social  services 
through  one  agency  rather  than 
through  several  as  in  our 
country. 

Between  the  several  agencies — 


Assistant  Director  Bruce 
Steadman  and  Social  Worker 
Betty  Cowan  Hutcheson,  both  of 
the  Adolescent  Center,  have  been 
awarded  scholarships  for  the 
third  year  in  a  row  from  the 
North  Carolina  Child  Care  As- 
sociation (NCCCA). 

The  funds  will  help  them  com- 
plete their  third  and  final  year  at 
the  University  of  South  Carolina, 
where  they  are  each  pursuing  a 
Masters  in  Social  Work  degree. 

The  scholarship  funds  are  in- 
cluded in  the  annual  Consulta- 
tion and  Training  Grant  from  the 
Duke  Endowment  to  the 
NCCCA  for  disbursement  to 
NCCCA  full  member  agencies  in 


Dona  Clarke  will  place  the 
flowers  in  Little  Joe's  Presby- 
terian Church  on  Homecoming 
weekend  in  memory  of  her  hus- 
band, A. A.  Tom  Clarke,  Class 
of  1934. 

Miss  Olive  Faye  Blue,  67,  who 
lived  at  Barium  Springs  in  the 
1940's,  died  in  May.  She  was  a 


Donor  _ 
Address 


IN  MEMORY  —  IN  HONOR 

My  gift  of  $  is  enclosed. 

I  wish  to  Z  Honor       I  Remember 

Name  of 

Honoree  or  Deceased   

Address  


Earle  Frazier,  ACSW 
Executive  Director 

Division  of  Social  Services,  Men- 
tal Health,  Youth  Services,  etc. 
— there  is  often  duplication  of 
services,  inconsistent  funding 
levels  for  essentially  the  same  ser- 
vices, inconsistent  licensing  stan- 
dards and,  as  a  result,  no  small 
amount  of  confusion  and  "turf 
protection." 

Since  the  Exchange  Program 
involves  people  from  both  the 
public  and  private  sectors, 
perhaps  we  can  get  ideas  that  will 
help  us  begin  to  improve  our 
system. 


North  Carolina  and  the  Duke 
Endowment-assisted  agencies  in 
South  Carolina. 

The  purpose  of  the  funds  is  to 
enable  qualified  employees  who 
would  not  otherwise  be  able  to 
earn  a  graduate  degree  to  devel- 
op their  professional  skills,  thus 
improving  the  quality  of  service 
available  to  children  and  families 
in  North  and  South  Carolina. 

The  children  of  Barium 
Springs  certainly  benefit  from 
the  professional  growth  of  Betty 
and  Bruce.  They  are  valued 
employees  who  continue  to  con- 
tribute to  the  overall  excellence 
of  the  Home's  program. 


former  resident  of  Burlington 
and  a  native  of  Vance  County. 

She  is  survived  by  two  sisters, 
Mrs.  Geraldine  Martin  and  Mrs. 
Ann  McAdams  of  Elon  College; 
and  two  brothers,  Herman  Blue 
of  Burlington  and  Scott  Blue  of 
Salisbury. 


FHA/HERO  members  are:  first  row:  Gretchen  Turner  holding 
Eric  Ellis  from  the  baby  room,  Michelle  Hayes  holding  Taylor 
Menster,  and  Wanda  Norket  holding  Meredith  Robertson.  Se- 
cond row:  Andrea  Wilson,  Carla  Poteat,  Dana  Bordeaux,  and 
Angela  Davidson.  Third  row:  Denise  Knight,  Renee  Fullwood, 
and  Michelle  Luff  man.  Fourth  row:  Felicia  Gamble,  Camille 
Troutman,  and  Felicia  Houston. 


On  the  occasion  of   

Date  of  death  if  applicable 

Survivor  to  notify   

Address  


Relationship  of  survivor  to  honoree 


P.O.  Box  1,  Barium  Springs,  NC  28010 


In  Memory  —  In  Honor 

Barium  Springs  Home  for  Children 


High  school  girls  raise  money; 
donate  books  to  FCDC  library 


Scholarships  awarded 
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Seminary  students  greet  church  members  following  Sunday  morning  services. 

UTS,  synod  observe  Seminary  Sunday 


For  centuries,  a  major  concern 
of  the  church  has  been  to  provide 
qualified  ministers  of  the  Word 
to  preach  the  Good  News.  Semi- 
nary Sunday  gives  congregations 
an  opportunity  to  give  witness  to 
this  concern,  and  affirm  their 
mutual  dependence  with  theolo- 
gical seminaries  in  preparing 
ministers.  This  year,  the  General 
Assembly  has  set  aside  Septem- 
ber 18  as  Seminary  Sunday,  a 
day  to  recognize  the  special  rela- 
tionship between  the  church  and 
its  seminaries. 

Union  Theological  Seminary 
in  Virginia  has  enjoyed  a  contin- 


uing relationship  with  churches 
in  the  old  Synods  of  North  Caro- 
lina and  the  Virginias  for  genera- 
tions. This  year  the  seminary 
widens  that  support  network  to 
include  Presbyterians  in  Mary- 
land, Delaware,  and  the  District 
of  Columbia,  which  help  form 
the  newly  established  Synod  of 
the  Mid-Atlantic. 

In  observance  of  Seminary 
Sunday,  the  seminary  offers  bul- 
letin inserts,  videotape  presenta- 
tions, and  the  services  of  mem- 
bers of  the  seminary  community 
to  churches  in  the  synod.  Inter- 
ested persons  should  contact  the 


Development  Office  of  the  semi- 
nary, (804)  355-0671. 

Several  churches  have  author- 
ized a  special  offering  for  Union 
Seminary  at  that  time.  While  the 
Presbyterian  Church  (U.S.A.) 
has  approved  a  plan  for  funding 
theological  education,  it  has  not 
yet  been  set  in  motion,  and  the 
seminary  is  still  dependent  upon 
the  generosity  of  Presbyterian 
congregations  for  underwriting 
the  cost  of  preparing  ministers. 
The  seminary  is  grateful  for  this 
continuing  partnership  with 
churches  in  our  common  goal  of 
training  an  educated  clergy. 


Bible  study,  workshops  to 
highlight  Massanetta  event 


Two  week-long  sessions  of  the 
67th  Annual  Bible  Conference  at 
Massanetta  Springs  Conference 
Center  in  Harrisonburg,  Va.,  will 
include  worship,  Bible  study, 
workshops  and  seminars,  and 
recreation.  A  number  of  teachers 
and  ministers  in  the  church  will 
participate. 

Massanetta  Springs  will  also 
host  a  Church  Music  Workshop 
July  31-Aug.  6. 

The  first  session  of  the  Bible 
Conference  will  take  place  July 
31-Aug.  6.  Bible  study  leader  will 
be  Dale  Brunner  of  Whitworth 
College;  the  study  will  concern 
the  Gospel  of  Luke.  Worship 
leader  will  be  David  Hoffelt, 
pastor  of  University  Church  in 
Chapel  Hill,  N.C. 

Leaders  will  include  John  Kin- 
ney of  the  Virginia  Union  Uni- 
versity School  of  Theology  in 
Richmond,  Isabel  Rogers  of  the 
Presbyterian  School  of  Christian 
Education,  Leonora  Tisdale  of 
Union  Seminary,  and  others. 

The  second  session  will  take 


place  Aug.  7-12.  Bible  study 
leader  will  be  Balmer  Kelly,  pro- 
fessor emeritus  of  Biblical  inter- 
pretation at  Union  Seminary;  his 
topic  will  be  Galatians.  Worship 
leader  will  be  Pat  McGeachy. 

Leaders  will  include  Jack 
Stotts,  president  of  Austin 
Seminary;  William  Willimon, 
minister  to  Duke  University; 
Joan  Salmon  Campbell,  asso- 
ciate executive  with  Philadelphia 
Presbytery;  and  others. 

Some  of  the  workshop  topics 
at  the  conference  are  the  Middle 
East,  a  study  of  Job,  and  Chris- 
tian service  in  the  first  session 
and  the  new  confessional  state- 
ment, worship,  and  preaching 
the  second  session.  There  will  be 
others,  as  well. 

Each  morning  includes  wor- 
ship, Bible  study,  and  the  work- 
shops; afternoons  are  free  for 
recreation.  Evenings  include 
worship. 

Conference  pianist  is  Louise 
Kiracofe  of  Staunton,  Va. 

The  Church  Music  Workshop 


will  emphasize  choral  and  solo 
repertoire,  choral  training  tech- 
niques, organ  repertoire,  tech- 
niques for  electronic  and  pipe 
organs,  Orff  instruments,  and 
handbell  choirs.  The  conference 
is  designed  particularly  for  direc- 
tors of  church  choirs,  organists, 
and  choir  members. 

The  workshop  will  include 
classes  and  worship.  Leaders  are 
Dr.  Robert  Piper,  professor  at 
Campbell  University;  John- 
Palmer  Smith,  church  musician 
in  Charlotte,  N.C;  Philip 
Young,  music  minister  in  Hen- 
derson, N.C;  and  John  Hor- 
man,  music  teacher  and  church 
musician  at  Warner  Memorial 
Church  in  Kensington,  Md. 

General  director  is  Leslie 
Sullivan  of  Charlotte. 

For  more  information  or  to 
register  for  any  of  these  con- 
ferences, contact  Massanetta 
Springs  Conference  Center,  P.O. 
Box  1286,  Harrisonburg,  Va. 
22801  (telephone  703-434-3829). 


Program  on  mountain  poor  gets  grant 


A  program  addressing  the 
needs  of  the  poor  in  northern 
Appalachia,  including  part  of 
Maryland,  has  received  a  $161 ,000 
grant.  The  Pew  Charitable 
Trusts  of  Philadelphia  made  the 
grant  to  the  Commission  on  Reli- 
gion in  Appalachia's  Northern 
App  achian  Program,  through 
the  Commission  and  the  Penn- 


sylvania Council  of  Churches. 
The  synod  participates  in  the 
Commission. 

With  the  three-year  grant,  the 
program  will  address  conse- 
quences of  setbacks  in  the 
region's  manufacturing  eco- 
nomy: poverty,  homelessness, 
hunger,  family  stress,  mental  ill- 


ness, and  a  decline  in  educational 
and  community  services.  The 
program  will  create  local 
ecumenical  ministries. 

Northern  Appalachia  includes 
portions  of  Ohio,  Pennsylvania, 
Maryland,  New  York,  and  West 
Virginia.  Nearly  half  of  Appala- 
chia's population  lives  in  it. 


UTS  doubles  $50,000 
challenge  for  evangelism 

Grant  to  add  full-time  faculty 
chair  for  3-year  terms 


Union  Theological  Seminary 
in  Virginia  has  successfully  com- 
pleted its  attempt  to  raise  $50,000 
to  match  a  $50,000  challenge 
grant  offered  to  the  school 
through  The  Outreach  Founda- 
tion. David  Jenkins,  executive 
director  of  the  foundation  and  a 
UTS  alumnus,  presented  the 
challenge  grant  to  the  seminary's 
Board  of  Trustees  at  its  May 
meeting. 

Robert  J.  Carlson,  UTS  direc- 
tor of  development,  reported 
that  the  seminary  doubled  the 
challenge  by  the  July  1  deadline 
thanks  to  the  generous  steward- 
ship of  members  of  the  board  of 
trustees,  faculty,  and  staff,  along 
with  donors  in  Texas,  Florida, 
North  Carolina,  Virginia,  West 
Virginia,  and  Missouri. 

While  UTS  presently  brings 
visiting  instructors  to  campus  to 
teach  in  the  evangelism  program 
on  a  short-term  basis,  this  grant 
will  enable  the  seminary  to  call 
a  full-time  faculty  member  in 
evangelism.  This  visiting  pro- 
fessor will  be  the  first  of  a  series 
of  committed  persons  called  for 


three-year,  non-renewable  terms, 
beginning  in  the  1988-89  academ- 
ic year,  in  order  to  teach,  preach, 
and  expand  the  church's  under- 
standing of  evangelism  by  con- 
ducting seminars  and  providing 
program  assistance  to  congregations. 

Dr.  William  V.  Arnold,  dean 
of  the  faculty,  noted  the  impor- 
tance of  the  campaign's  success, 
saying,  "UTS  prepares  persons 
for  a  committed  and  educated 
ministry  in  the  life  of  the  church. 
Evangelism  is  an  important  focus 
for  that  preparation.  The  con- 
cept of  a  visiting  professor  allows 
us  to  'embody'  the  tasks  of  evan- 
gelism in  a  person." 

In  addition  to  working  with 
students,  faculty,  and  churches, 
the  visiting  professor  also  will  be 
given  administrative  support  for 
research  and  publication  in  order 
to  generate  a  body  of  scholarly 
work  on  Reformed  evangelism. 

With  the  General  Assembly's 
recent  emphasis  on  evangelism, 
this  move  is  a  timely  one  for  the 
seminary's  partnership  with  the 
church  at  large. 


Seminary  welcomes 
John  Causey  to  staff 


John  N.  Causey  has  joined 
the  staff  of  the  Development 
Office  of  Union  Theological 
Seminary  in  Virginia  as  direc- 
tor of  annual  funds.  A  1981 
graduate  of  Union  Seminary, 
John  comes  to  us  from  Cove- 
nant Presbyterian  Church  in 
Wendell,  N.C,  where  he  has 
been  pastor  for  the  past  seven 
years. 

John  received  a  B.S.  degree 


from  the  University  of  North 
Carolina-Chapel  Hill  in  1977. 
Since  1985  he  has  served  as 
moderator  of  the  committee 
on  Preparation  for  Ministry  in 
Orange  Presbytery. 

He  is  married  to  the  former 
Margaret  McClintock  of  Plea- 
sant Garden,  N.C,  and  has 
one  son,  Gregg,  who  will  be 
six  years  old  in  September. 


Presbyterian  composer 
McGlohon  creates  opera 


A  children's  opera  co-created 
by  a  North  Carolina  Presbyter- 
ian premiered  at  St.  Andrews 
Presbyterian  College  this  spring. 
Lazar  and  the  Castle  of  the 
Peers  is  the  opera;  its  creators 
were  Loonis  McGlohon  of  Char- 
lotte and  Charleen  Swansea  of 
Isle  of  Palms,  S.C  McGlohon 
has  served  as  choir  director  at 
Carmel  Church  in  Charlotte. 

The  opera  concerns  a  boy, 
Lazar,  and  his  sister,  Aurora, 
who  set  out  with  a  gentle  dragon, 
Drusilla,  to  enter  a  towering  cas- 
tle that  is  home  to  a  group,  the 
Peers,  known  as  the  "perfect 
people."  If  this  group  accepts 
him,  Lazar  believes,  he  will  be 
more  popular. 

When  the  Peers,  however,  ask 
him  to  harm  the  dragon,  he 
learns  they  are  not  the  friendly 
people  he  imagined  and  that  it  is 
more  important  to  belong  to  a 
group  of  friends  who  care  for 
each  other. 

McClohon  is  a  well-known 
composer  who  also  performs 


internationally.  He  is  a  pianist 
with  his  own  jazz  trio.  He  has 
written  songs  recorded  by  Frank 
Sinatra,  Woody  Herman,  George 
Shearing,  Rosemary  Clooney, 
the  London  Philharmonic,  and 
others.  He  has  also  composed 
concert  music,  children's  songs, 
musical  revues,  choral  pieces, 
and  television  themes. 

He  has  won  two  Peabody 
Awards,  been  nominated  for  a 
Grammy  Award,  and  won  the 
1987  National  Headliners 
Award. 

Charleen  Swansea  is  a  novel- 
ist, librettist,  editor,  and  teacher. 
She  is  executive  director  of 
Mindworks,  a  company  doing 
research  in  neurobiology  and 
providing  training  in  creative 
thinking  to  educational  institu- 
tions and  private  corporations. 

She  taught  at  Stanford  Univer- 
sity, the  University  of  North 
Carolina,  and  the  College  of 
Charleston.  She  founded  the 
literary  magazine  Red  Clay 
Rambler. 


Good  News  Women 
Lesson  12:  August 
Priscilla:  An  Extraordinary  Woman 

Circle  Bible  Leaders  Study  Guide 


The  Presbyterian  News,  July  1988, 


By  Carol  T.  (Pinky)  Bender 

What  frustration  this  task  involves! 
How  difficult  it  is  to  choose  "one  more" 
Good  News  Woman  after  the  wonderful- 
ly inspiring  selection  we  have  had  from 
Eunice  Poethig's  book  this  year.  In  order 
to  "balance"  the  old  Testament 
characters  of  Huldah  and  the  daughters 
of  Zelophehad  with  a  New  Testament 
woman — as  equally  as  three  can  be 
divided — the  New  Testament  personality 
who  will  wrap  up  this  series  of  three  "ex- 
tra" sessions  will  be  Priscilla. 

Have  you  ever  considered  this  New 
Testament  woman  in  light  of  the  amaz- 
ing things  Scripture  does  not  say  about  her? 
The  most  amazing  thing  about 
Priscilla  is  that  the  Bible  does  not  consider 
her  amazing!  She  appears  to  be  a  well- 
respected  woman  of  the  communities  in 
which  she  lived  and  worked. 

In  addition  to  the  admiration  of  her 
colleagues,  the  Apostle  Paul  seems  to 
have  admired  her  talents  and  had  con- 
fidence in  her  abilities.  As  you  prepare  to 
moderate  this  study,  read  Acts  18 
(especially  verses  1-4,  18-19,  and  24-28); 
Romans  16:3;  I  Corinthians  16:19;  and  II 
Timothy  4:19.  Jot  down  words  and 
phrases  that  describe  Priscilla.  List  at  least 
four  characteristics  that  describe  her.  Try 
to  pinpoint  what  you  think  her  religious 
commitment  might  have  been. 
Assign  references 

As  part  of  your  teaching  process,  you 
may  want  to  assign  the  above  references 
to  pairs  or  threesomes  (if  your  circle  is 
large  enough),  or  use  volunteers  to  read 
the  references  as  well  as  asking  the  follow- 
ing questions  of  the  entire  group.  Ask 
questions  like  these:  1)  Name  the  three 
cities  in  which  Priscilla  lived.  2)  What  was 
her  paid  professional  career?  3)  What  was 


her  "nickname"?  4)  How  did  she  meet 
Paul?  5)  Why  did  Priscilla  and  her  hus- 
band instruct  Apollos?  6)  What  were  the 
results  of  this  instruction  in  the  ministry 
of  Apollos? 

As  you  gather  information  about 
Priscilla,  you  will  begin  to  sense  that  she 
is  "different"  from  the  usual  picture  of 
a  New  Testament  woman.  She  had  a  job; 
in  fact,  she  and  her  husband  had  the  same 
vocation  of  tentmaking,  a  vocation  that 
they  shared  with  the  Apostle  Paul. 

Student  of  Scripture 

Another  first-century  "difference"  ap- 
pears in  the  fact  that  Priscilla  must  have 
studied  the  Scriptures  because  we  find 
that  she  and  her  husband  Aquila  taught 
Apollos  when  Apollos' s  level  of  under- 
standing needed  enlarging.  No  one,  ac- 
cording to  the  account  in  Acts,  seemed 
perturbed  that  she  was  well  qualified  to 
teach  the  Scriptures  and  to  teach  them  to 
a  man!  Remember  that  this  was  a  time 
when  the  Torah  was  taught  only  to  Jewish 
men. 

Consider  with  your  group  the  parents 
of  Priscilla  of  whom  the  Bible  says 
nothing.  What  can  we  assume  was  their 
position  on  education  and  job  training  for 
women?  Why  do  you  think  they  in- 
structed their  daughter  at  home  in  the 
skills  and  Scriptural  knowledge  in  an  era 
that  denounced  such  things  as  "wasted" 
on  women?  In  what  ways  did  Priscilla' s 
upbringing  contribute  to  her  feeling  of 
confidence  and  self-worth  in  her  later 
years? 

Name  parents,  or  other  relatives,  or 
teachers  who  are  attempting  today  to  in- 
struct young  people  the  way  Priscilla's 
parents  did.  What  words  of  encourage- 
ment would  you  say  to  them?  To  the 


women  who  are  entering  non-traditional 
career  fields  today? 

Marriage  to  Aquila 

Another  aspect  of  Priscilla's  life  that 
your  group  may  want  to  explore  is  her 
marriage  to  Aquila.  What  kind  of  man 
could  be  married  to  Priscilla?  What  at- 
tributes did  he  bring  to  the  marriage? 
What  hardships  had  their  relationship  en- 
dured? What  was  their  religious 
commitment? 

(You  may  want  to  do  a  background 
study  on  Corinth  and  on  Ephesus,  using 
the  Interpreter's  Dictionary  of  the  Bible, 
or  the  Harper's  Bible  Dictionary,  or  other 
reference  books.  Try  to  get  a  feel  for  the 
religious  "climate"  of  these  two  cities  and 
the  difficulties  Christians  faced  in  each. 
Compare  this  information  with  the  dif- 
ficulties Christians  face  today  as  they 
witness  in  the  world.  You  could  make 
these  assignments  ahead  of  time  to  several 
members  of  your  circle.) 

Gifted  woman 

With  this  background,  move  into  a 
discussion  of  Priscilla  as  an  exceptional- 
ly gifted  woman.  What  gifts  do  you  see 
in  her?  Which  of  these  gifts  do  you  see 
in  your  circle  friends?  In  yourself?  In 
other  acquaintances  in  your  church  or  in 
your  place  of  work?  Which  gifts  would 
you  like  to  develop  in  yourself? 

Let's  imagine  that  you  are  Priscilla's 
neighbor  in  Corinth  or  in  Ephesus.  How 
would  you  feel  about  this  apparently 
strong,  capable  woman  who  depicts 
someone  working  not  only  "out  in  the 
world,"  but  also  in  the  church? 

Would  you  feel  threatened?  Proud  to 
know  her?  Resentful?  What  would  you 
say  to  her  if  she  asked  your  advice  about 


whether  or  not  she  should  teach  Apollos? 
If  she  were  your  neighbor  in  1988,  what 
positions  of  leadership  might  she  hold? 
In  the  community?  In  the  church?  In  the 
social  arena?  In  volunteer  organizations? 

Unfinished  story 

Priscilla's  story,  along  with  that  of  her 
husband  Aquila,  leaves  many  questions 
in  our  minds  because  it  is  an  unfinished 
story.  Did  they  move  again  and  start 
another  church?  Did  they  visit  Paul  dur- 
ing his  times  of  imprisonment?  What  un- 
told dangers  did  they  face  that  caused 
Paul  to  say  "they  risked  their  necks  to 
save  my  life"?  Did  they  die  for  their 
faith?  We  can  only  speculate. 

Close  your  meeting... and  this  study  of 
"Good  News  Women"...  by  thanking 
God  for  the  ongoing  stream  of  "Good 
News  Women"  of  which  we  are  a  part. 
Use  your  study  book  to  recall  the  major 
ideas  and  themes  of  each  lesson  for  which 
we  are  to  be  grateful.  Lift  up 
characteristics  of  these  women  that  you 
would  like  to  achieve.  Remember  the 
"Good  News  Women"  in  your  own  cir- 
cle, church,  and  life  for  which  you  thank 
God. 

See  if  someone  in  your  group  knows 
the  words  and  tunes  to  "Bind  Us 
Together,  Lord,"  or  "We  Are  One  in  the 
Spirit,  We  Are  One  in  the  Lord."  Use  this 
as  a  closing  hymn,  or  pick  one  from  the 
hymnal  of  your  church.  If  it  is  not  possi- 
ble to  sing,  use  the  words  from  a  Jane 
Parker  Huber  hymn  from  her  latest  col- 
lection, A  Singing  Faith. 

The  Rev.  Carol  T.  (Pinky)  Bender  of 
Charlotte  is  pastor  of  McQuay  Church. 
She  writes  the  adult  section  in  the  new 
Presbyterian  church  school  series  Bible 
Discovery. 


Women's,  interim  pastors'  conferences  set 


Conferences  for  women  and 
for  interim  pastors  are  scheduled 
at  the  Montreat  Conference 
Center  in  August. 

Women  in  Celebration:  A 
Bridge  to  the  Future  is  the 
theme  of  the  Women's  Con- 
ference, Aug.  7-13. 

Workshops:  Some  are  on 
grief,  the  Hospice  movement, 
and  spirituality;  women's  health 
issues,  violence  against  women, 
and  church  and  state;  blacks  in 
the  Bible,  the  sacramental  life 
(baptism  and  communion),  and 
peacemaking;  and  polity  and 
policy-making  in  the  church, 
who  is  a  missionary,  and  dealing 
with  change.  There  will  be 
others,  as  well. 

Leaders:  Keynote  speaker  is 
Mary  Jane  Patterson,  co-director 
of  the  church's  Washington  Of- 
fice. Preacher  for  Friday  evening 
communion  is  Mary  Ann  Lundy, 
director  of  the  Women's  Unit  of 
the  General  Assembly  Council. 
Bible  study  leader  is  Eugenia 
Gamble,  staff  associate  for 
leader  development  with  the 
General  Assembly. 

Music  leaders  are  Andrew 
Clarke  of  Jacksonville,  Fla.,  and 
Joyce  Mainz  of  Chattanooga, 
Tenn. 

Registration  information: 

Cost  is  $94.  Registrations  must 
be  postmarked  at  least  seven 
days  before  the  conference  starts. 
The  Interim  Pastors  Seminar 


(Aug.  21-26)  is  sponsored  by  the 
Church  Vocations  Unit  and 
designed  to  introduce  interim 
ministry  to  ministers  and  spouses 
considering  it,  give  basic  skills  to 
beginners,  broaden  skills  of 
others,  and  help  staff  members 
and  committees  on  ministry  from 
presbyteries  learn  how  to  best  use 
interim  ministers. 

The  seminar  will  include 
workshops  and  classes,  geared  to 
participants'  experience  and 
training. 

For  more  information,  con- 
tact Alan  G.  Gripe,  Church 
Vocations  Unit,  475  Riverside 
Drive,  New  York,  N.Y.  10115, 
or  Mary  V.  Atkinson,  341  Ponce 
de  Leon  Ave.,  N.E.,  Atlanta, 
Ga.  30365.  To  register,  contact 
Anne  Walline,  Room  406,  475 
Riverside  Drive,  New  York, 
N.Y.  10115. 


Conferences 


Adoption  suport  group 

The  Adoption  Information 
Exchange  is  a  support  group  for 
adult  adoptees,  birth-parents, 
and  adoptive  parents  which 
meets  monthly  to  share  feelings 
and  discuss  issues  related  to 
adoption. 

The  Greensboro,  N.C.,  chap- 
ter will  sponsor  North  Carolina's 
Seventh   Annual  Adoption 


Forum  on  Sept.  17,  at  the  Holi- 
day Inn-Four  Seasons  off  In- 
terstate 40  at  the  High  Point 
Road  exit. 

For  more  information:  Tickets 
are  available  in  advance.  For 
more  information,  contact  the 
Greensboro  chapter  of  Adoption 
Information  Exchange,  P.O. 
Box  16669,  Greensboro,  N.C. 
27416-0669  (telephone  919-273- 
0627). 

Workshops  for  religious  profes- 
sionals 

The  Human  Services  Institute 
in  Greensboro,  N.C,  will  spon- 
sor workshops  on  the  small 
church  and  finding  the  support 
you  need  this  summer. 

The  first,  on  the  small  church, 
will  be  held  Aug.  3  at  Guilford 
College  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Greensboro.  The  se- 
cond will  be  held  Aug.  30  at  the 
New  Garden  Friends  Meeting. 

Leaders:  Dr.  Wilson  M. 
Nesbitt  will  lead  the  workshop 
on  the  small  church.  He  is  recent- 
ly retired  assistant  professor  of 
the  work  of  the  rural  church  at 
Duke  Divinity  School. 

Martha  Tilyard  will  lead  the 
workshop  on  support.  She  is 
president  of  a  personnel  con- 
sulting firm  in  Greensboro. 

These  half-day  sessions  are 
designed  for  ministers,  church 
staff,  and  other  religious 
professionals. 


More  information:  Contact 
the  Human  Services  Institute, 
5608  West  Friendly  Ave., 
Greensboro,  N.C.  27410-4240 
(telephone  919-294-6828). 

Last  N.C.  meeting 
draws  record  crowd 

The  last  North  Carolina  Pres- 
byterian Women's  Conference 
drew  the  largest  number  of  par- 
ticipants ever  recorded,  1,326. 
Sponsored  by  the  Women's 
Committee  of  the  old  Synod  of 
North  Carolina,  the  meeting  was 
held  in  two  identical  sessions  bet- 
ween June  5  and  11. 

The  conference  offering  also 
set  a  record,  at  $10,165,  which 
went  to  Mission  Court  in  Rich- 
mond, Va. 

Conference  director  Peggy 
Grisset  Crowder  of  Charlotte, 
N.C,  praised  the  Montreat  Con- 
ference Center  Staff,  "the  en- 
thusiasm and  hunger  of  the 
women  for  spiritual  enrich- 
ment," and  the  workshop 
leaders  "for  their  dedication  and 
untiring  efforts." 

There  were  numerous  work- 
shops, as  well  as  a  platform  Bi- 
ble study  led  by  Dr.  Walter 
Brueggemann,  and  plenary 
sessions. 

The  conference  was  the  last 
because  the  new  women's  organ- 
ization in  the  Synod  of  the  Mid- 
Atlantic  will  sponsor  any  future 
conferences. 


When  you  have  finish- 
ed your  copy  of  The 
Presbyterian  News, 
pass  it  on  to  a  friend. 
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Workshop  on  teaching 
skills  scheduled  for  fall 


Question:  What  is  better  than 
having  a  number  of  your 
teachers  go  to  be  trained  as 
teachers?  Answer:  Have  several 
of  your  teachers  trained  to  in 
turn  train  your  other  teachers  at 
home. 

The  National  Teacher  Educa- 
tion Program  now  located  in 
Durham  is  offering  a  "Superflex 
design"  of  its  Teaching  Skills 
Institute  this  fall  in  Durham.  The 
course  will  be  offered  on  Tues- 
day and  Wednesday  evenings, 
and  Wednesday  mornings. 

The  participants  attend  just 
one  of  the  three  sections  each 
week  and  at  their  convenience; 
this  may  vary  from  week  to 
week.  The  course  begins  with  the 
13th/ 14th  of  September  and  con- 
cludes on  November  8/10. 

The  course  covers  the  essen- 
tials of  good  teaching  for 
teachers  of  preschool  through 
adult  and  intergenerational 
classes.  The  participants  prepare 
a  tailor-made  model  of  its  con- 
tent for  in  turn  training  teachers 
of  their  church.  It  is  recom- 
mended that  at  least  two  attend 
from  a  given  church.  Two  or 
more  can  better  think  through 
the  best  model  and  how  they  will 
team  teach  it. 

Donald  Cooper,  former  staff 
associate  of  Orange  Presbytery, 
will  direct  the  course.  It  is  being 
co-sponsored  by  Durham  Tech- 
nical Community  College.  Per- 
sons interested  may  take  the 
course  for  four  continuing  edu- 
cation units,  a  helpful  bonus  for 
professional  teachers.  Watts 
Street  Baptist  Church,  800  Watts 
Street,  near  the  east  campus  of 


Duke,  is  offering  its  facilities  for 
the  event. 

Cooper  encourages  the  inex- 
perienced teacher  to  take  it.  He 
says  sometimes  that  person  com- 
pletes the  course  being  a  more  ef- 
fective teacher  than  those  of  ex- 
perience, for  he  or  she  will  have 
fewer  bad  habits  to  undo. 

"Through  the  years  we  have 
had  many  pastors  and  DCEs 
take  the  course,"  he  said.  "Quite 
often  the  practical  teacher  train- 
ing this  offers  is  not  available  in 
seminaries.  What  we  do  is  short 
on  theory  and  long  on  the  prac- 
tical." 

Cooper  advises  those  inter- 
ested to  contact  him  for  the  com- 
plete schedule  as  certain  key  days 
must  be  reserved  during  the 
three-month  period.  Even 
though  the  schedule  is  very  re- 
laxed, it  does  have  some  required 
dates.  Those  who  wish  to  take  it 
for  CEUs  will  need  to  attend  on 
Tuesdays. 

One  of  the  Institute's  skill 
blocks  is  on  inexpensive  class- 
room media.  This  may  be  taken 
separately  by  those  unable  to 
take  the  entire  Institute. 

The  fee  for  the  full  Institute  is 
$120.  There  is  no  extra  charge 
for  those  taking  it  for  CEUs.  The 
fee  for  the  media  workshop  is 
$25.  Some  scholarship  help  is 
available  through  Orange  Pres- 
bytery. 

For  additional  brochures  or 
for  more  information  regarding 
the  course  and  its  schedule  call  or 
write  Donald  Cooper,  NTEP, 
2504  Roxboro  St.,  Durham,  N.C., 
27704.  Phone  1-800-528-2805, 
local  477-3505. 


Mission  Statement 
describes  people  of  God 

Editor's  note:  The  Mission  Statement  of  Presbytery  B  is 
printed  below. 

We  affirm  that  we  are  the  people  of  God,  called  together 
by  God  through  Jesus  Christ.  Christ's  saving  act  is  the  very 
basis  of  our  life.  We  are  the  people  of  the  covenant,  through 
which  we  are  bound  to  God  and  to  each  other.  We  come 
together  then  as  God's  people,  empowered  by  the  Holy  Spirit. 
We  are  enriched  by  our  diversities  and  challenged  by  them  to 
be  an  inclusive  people,  recognizing  our  divine  calling  and  the 
human  dignity  of  all.  Therefore,  we  commit  ourselves  to  the 
creator  of  all  things  whose  will  is  known  to  us  in  the  reconcil- 
ing work  of  Jesus  Christ. 

God  has  created  of  us  in  northwestern  North  Carolina  a 
new  Presbytery  in  a  renewed  church.  It  is  our  desire  to  reflect 
our  Maker's  design  for  the  redemption  of  humanity  in  the  way 
we  plan  to  do  the  work  of  the  church  in  Presbytery  "B." 

We  commit  ourselves  to  live  by  the  rule  of  God's  word  and 
spirit.  As  a  presbytery  we  celebrate  our  common  faith,  setting 
behind  us  all  unworthy  distinction  of  race,  class,  culture,  sex 
and  age.  We  affirm  that  our  diversities  contribute  to  the  rich- 
ness of  the  new  people  into  which  God  is  blending  us. 
As  a  presbytery  we  assume  responsibility  for: 

•  Nurture  of  local  congregations 

•  Support  of  developing  and  redeveloping  churches 

•  Care  of  church  professionals 

•  Partnership  with  sessions,  Synod  and  General  Assembly 
in  living  out  the  nature  of  the  connectional  church 

•  Initiating  a  regional  witness  that  seeks  to  be  faithful  to  the 
ministry  of  Christ  within  our  bounds 

We  commit  ourselves  to  change  as  the  Spirit  of  God  gives 
us  insight  and  courage.  We  acknowledge  that  Christ  is  always 
before  us,  calling  us  to  do  justice,  to  love  kindness  and  to  walk 
humbly  with  our  God. 
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Presbytery  B  adopts  Mission 
Statement  at  2nd  meeting 


The  second  assembly  of  the 
proposed  Presbytery  B  convened 
in  the  St.  James  Church, 
Greensboro  on  June  23. 

The  meeting  was  called  to 
order  and  opened  with  prayer  by 
the  Rev.  L.V.  Lassiter  Jr., 
moderator  of  the  first  assembly. 
The  Honorable  Robert  Scott  was 
elected  moderator. 

Worship  was  led  by  the  Rev. 
J.  Herbert  Nelson  II,  Elinor  H. 
Swaim,  and  the  Rev.  Scott 
Woodmansee.  Nelson  delivered 
the  homily,  "Establishing  New 
Beginnings."  The  Lord's  Supper 
was  celebrated. 

Followng  a  period  for  commu- 
nity building  led  by  the  Rev. 
George  Carpenter,  the  assembly 
was  reconvened  for  its  work. 

Dale  Davidson,  Transitional 


Council  moderator,  gave  an 
overview  of  the  work  in  progress. 
The  assembly  approved  the  Mis- 
sion Design  Committee  in  its 
whole  becoming  the  Organiza- 
tional Plan  Committee,  which 
will  write  the  proposed  Manual 
of  Operations. 

Barbara  Dearman,  moderator 
of  the  Mission  Design  Commit- 
tee, presented  the  proposed  Mis- 
sion Statement  for  Presbytery  B. 
The  statement  as  adopted  is 
printed  elsewhere  on  this  page. 

Virginia  Booker  will  assume 
the  position  of  moderator  of  the 
committee  since  Dearman  is 
moving  beyond  the  bounds  of 
the  new  presbytery. 

Ann  Umstead,  co-moderator 
with  Cora  Lee  Massey  of 
Presbyterian  Women,  gave  a 
progress  report  on  Presbyterian 


Women  during  this  transitional 
year. 

The  Rev.  Mary  Boyd  Click, 
moderator  of  the  Presbytery 
Name  Committee,  reported  that 
the  committee  plans  to  make  a 
final  report  to  the  third  assembly 
on  September  15. 

The  Rev.  Wayne  Moulder 
reported  on  his  work  for  the 
Synod  of  the  Mid-Atlantic,  as 
transitional  staff  person  respon- 
sible for  racial  and  ethnic 
ministries  and  partnership  with 
presbyteries. 

The  dates  for  subsequent 
meetings  for  the  new  presbytery 
are  as  follows: 

•  September  15,  third  assembly; 

•  November  15,  fourth  assembly; 

•  January  28,  1989,  first  stated 
meeting  of  Presbytery  B. 


New  Presbyterian  curriculum 
ready  for  use  in  September 


The  denomination's  new  Pres- 
byterian and  Reformed  Educa- 
tional Ministry  curriculum  re- 
sources are  now  ready  for  use  in 
the  churches  beginning  in  the 
fall. 

Nearly  30  trained  consultants 
have  met  with  most  of  the  chur- 
ches of  the  presbytery  to  help  the 
members  of  the  sessions,  Chris- 
tian Education  Committees,  or 
others  better  understand  the  con- 
cept of  a  comprehensive  educa- 
tional ministry  which  is  broader 
than  just  the  Sunday  School. 
These  advocates,  as  they  are 
called,  also  helped  these  persons 
to  make  choices  about  which  of 
the  two  curriculum  tracks  to  use, 
Bible  Discovery  or  Celebrate. 

To  help  church  teachers  and 


administrators  prepare  to  use  the 
new  materials,  Orange  Presby- 
tery's Leadership  Development 
Work  Unit  is  sponsoring  a  Help 
Is  Here!  workshop  on  Sunday, 
August  28.  The  workshop  will  be 
offered  twice:  2:30-5:00  at  the 
Starmount  Church,  Greensboro, 
and  from  6:30-9:00  at  First 
Church,  Durham. 

An  outstanding  group  of 
leaders  has  been  recruited  to  lead 
the  20  classes  being  offered  in 
each  of  the  two  identical  work- 
shops. Each  class  will  be  using 
the  PREM  curriculum  materials. 
There  will  be  a  class  for  each  age 
group  for  which  PREM  mater- 
ials are  provided. 

If  your  teachers  are  teaching 
from  Bible  Discovery,  they 


would  bring  their  curriculum 
material  and  attend  the  age 
group  class  using  that  material; 
if  Celebrate,  they  would  bring 
that  material  and  attend  that 
session. 

Ron  and  Melisha  Gilreath, 
Mebane  Memorial  Church,  Rox- 
boro, are  co-chairing  the  event 
and  have  recruited  all  of  the 
leaders. 

The  registration  fee  for  part- 
icipants is  $3.00  per  person, 
payable  upon  registration  through 
presbytery's  office.  Deadline  for 
registering  is  August  14. 

For  more  information  or  for  a 
brochure  providing  a  complete 
listing  of  classes,  call  the  pres- 
bytery's office,  286-0704. 


Photo  by  Steve  Goodwin.  Spring  Hill  Church 

PREM  Advocate  Phyllis  Pollard,  First  Church,  Smithficld,  standing  in  front  of  the  piano,  con- 
sults with  members  of  Spring  Hill  Church,  Lucama. 
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Step 


Leadership 

A  TRAINING  EVENT  M. 

Sponsored  by  Orange  Presbytery 


WHO  SHOULD  ATTEND?  YOU!  If  you 
are  a  pastor,  an  officer,  a  teacher,  a  church 
musician,  a  youth  leader... an  interested 
church  member  who  wants  to  better  serve 
the  church  of  Jesus  Christ,  then  STEP 
INTO  LEADERSHIP  '88  is  for  YOU! 

Saturday,  September  17,  1988 

8:45  a.m.  -  4:15  p.m. 

(Registration  -  8:00  a.m.) 

First  Presbyterian  Church 

508  West  Davis  Street,  Burlington,  NC 
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Jenkins  to  be  nominated  as  synod  exec 


The  Rev.  Carroll  Jenkins  will 
be  nominated  as  the  executive  of 
the  Synod  of  the  Mid-Atlantic  at 
the  second  Synod  Assembly  in 
October.  Jenkins  was  executive 
of  the  old  Synod  of  the  Pied- 
mont; he  is  serving  now  as  ad- 
ministrator of  the  Baltimore  of- 
fice of  the  Synod  of  the  Mid- 
Atlantic. 

The  Rev.  L.V.  Lassiter  noti- 
fied members  of  the  synod's 
Transitional  Council  of  Jenkins's 
nomination  in  a  letter.  Lassiter  is 
moderator  of  the  Council.  The 
synod's  Staff  Search  and  Nomi- 
nating Committee  will  recom- 
mend Jenkins  to  the  Synod  As- 
sembly. The  meeting  will  take 
place  Oct.  3-4  in  Richmond,  Va. 

The  moderator  of  the  search 
committee,  Lloyd  Green,  when 


Rev.  Carroll  Jenkins,  ex- 
ecutive of  old  Synod  of  Pied- 
mont. 


asked  in  a  telephone  interview  if 
choosing  someone  with  ex- 
perience in  and  knowledge  of  this 
synod  was  a  factor  in  recommen- 
ding Jenkins,  said  it  was. 

"That  was  a  part  of  the  discus- 
sion as  we  made  our  decision," 
Green  said.  There  was  a  dif- 
ference of  opinion  on  the  com- 
mittee as  to  whether  it  should 
weigh  that  factor  in  its  deter- 
minations, he  added,  but  in  the 
end,  it  did  play  a  part  in  the 
decision. 

"His  interview  was  another 
reason,"  Green  said  of  Jenkins. 
"He  scored  high  in  the  interview 
process."  In  addition,  Jenkins 
was  well  known,  he  said;  many 
of  the  people  on  the  committee 
knew  him  from  his  work  in  the 
Piedmont. 


Former  synod  official 
takes  office  at  college 


Dr.  Tyrone  Burkette  assumed 
the  office  as  president  of  Barber- 
Scotia  College  on  July  1 .  Barber- 
Scotia  is  a  predominantly  black, 
Presbyterian  college  in  Concord, 
N.C. 

Burkette,  42,  served  for  four 
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years  previously  as  associate  ex- 
ecutive of  the  Synod  of  North 
Carolina,  and  then  for  half  a 
year  as  an  associate  with  the 
Synod  of  the  Mid-Atlantic.  He  is 
a  Presbyterian  minister.  He  is 
also  a  columnist  for  The 
Presbyterian  News. 

At  Barber-Scotia,  he  succeeds 
Dr.  Mable  McLean,  who  retired 
after  serving  as  president  for  14 
years. 

"We  have  a  real  opportunity 
to  build  upon  the  former  admin- 
istration's leadership  as  we  move 
into  a  new  period  of  history  at 
Barber-Scotia  College,"  Bur- 
kette said. 

When  he  assumed  the  presi- 
dency, three  trustees  formally 
greeted  him;  they  were  Dr. 
Lionel  Newsome,  a  former  presi- 
dent of  the  college;  Vernon 
Russell,  a  Concord  attorney;  and 
the  Rev.  James  Holderness,  pas- 
tor of  the  First  United  Presby- 


Rcv.  Tyrone  Burkette,  new 
president  of  Barber-Scotia 
College. 

terian  Church  in  Concord. 

Burkette  announced  several 
appointments  in  his  administra- 
tion: Dr.  James  Davidson,  for- 
merly registrar,  will  be  adminis- 
trative assistant  to  the  president; 
the  Rev.  James  Henderson,  pas- 
tor of  Calvary  Church  in  States- 
See  BURKETTE,  Page  7 


Synod  office  plans 
encounter  setback 


The  Neighborhood  Associa- 
tion in  the  area  around  Union 
Theological  Seminary  in  Rich- 
mond, Va.,  has  acted  to  prevent 
the  seminary  from  altering  the 
old  building  intended  to  house 
the  offices  of  the  Synod  of  the 
Mid- Atlantic.  The  seminary  had 
intended  to  raze  the  house  and 
build  the  synod  new  offices  on 
the  site;  it  would  have  leased  the 
offices  to  the  synod. 
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The  Neighborhood  Associa- 
tion acted  to  preserve  the  house, 
nearly  a  century  old,  as  an  his- 
toric building. 

Negotiations  continue  between 
the  seminary  and  the  synod  on 
another  proposed  site  on  cam- 
pus; as  a  result,  the  Transitional 
Council  will  bring  a  new  pro- 
posal to  the  second  Synod  As- 
sembly in  early  October,  said 
Transitional  Executive  Director 
Lowelle  Simms.  The  wording  of 
the  original  motion  placing  the 
offices  at  the  seminary  makes  a 
new  proposal  necessary. 

That  motion,  at  the  organizing 
Assembly  of  the  synod  this  past 
winter,  specifies  that  the  new  of- 
fices will  go  into  that  house;  if 
negotiations  on  the  house  break 
down,  the  motion  says,  then  the 
office  would  be  located  instead 
at  the  current  Raleigh  office, 

See  OFFICE,  Page  7 


The  executives  of  the  two 
other  old  synods  that  formed  the 
Synod  of  the  Mid-Atlantic,  the 
Rev.  John  MacLeod  of  North 
Carolina  and  the  Rev.  Davis 
Yeuell  of  the  Virginias,  did  not  ap- 
ply for  the  Mid-Atlantic  position. 

Jenkins,  53,  served  as  execu- 
tive of  the  Piedmont  from  1981 
until  it  became  part  of  the  new 
synod.  A  native  of  Chicago,  he 
was  raised  in  South  Carolina  and 
Philadelphia  and  graduated  from 
Johnson  C.  Smith  University  in 
Charlotte,  N.C,  in  1958.  He 
graduated  from  Conwell  School 
of  Theology  at  Temple  Univer- 
sity in  1966. 

Jenkins  was  a  social  worker 
with  Pennsylvania's  Department 
of  Public  Welfare,  then  directed 
the  Christian  education  program 


at  First  African  Presbyterian 
Church  in  West  Philadelphia.  He 
later  served  as  assistant  pastor  of 
the  church,  then  as  pastor  of 
Fifth  Church  in  Chester,  Pa. 

In  1971,  he  became  the  first 
black  associate  executive  in  the 
history  of  Philadelphia  Presby- 
tery. He  held  that  position  until 
his  call  to  the  Piedmont. 

He  is  married  to  Nancy  Tann 
Jenkins.  They  have  four  chil- 
dren. 

Although  the  search  commit- 
tee had  been  authorized  to  nom- 
inate an  associate  executive  for 
finance,  it  decided  to  wait  until 
the  synod  has  elected  its  execu- 
tive before  nominating  associ- 
ates, so  that  the  executive  can 
contribute  to  the  search. 


New  lean,  flexible 
synod  envisioned  in 
mission  document 


The  Synod  of  the  Mid-Atlantic 
should  be  a  new  kind  of  synod, 
"lean  in  its  fixed  structures," 
quick  and  flexible  in  bringing 
resources  to  bear  on  concerns  of 
presbyteries,  a  document  arising 
from  the  mission  consultation 
held  last  May  says. 

The  heart  of  the  document  is 
partnership,  the  cooperation  of 
the  synod  and  presbyteries  in 
discussing  and  acting  on  specific 
needs  that  one  of  the  partners 
perceives.  The  design  for  the 
synod  lists  certain  subjects  as 
falling  under  the  category  of 
"partnership  with  presbyteries." 
Rather  than  establish  staff  posi- 


tions or  committees  from  the 
start  to  deal  with  these  types  of 
mission,  the  synod  under  the 
design  would  consult  with  pres- 
byteries when  interest  arose  in 
regard  to  one  of  those  subjects. 

Last  May's  mission  consulta- 
tion considered  how  best  to  im- 
plement this  concept.  A  writing 
team  prepared  the  document 
after  the  consultation. 

"Synod  as  the  resourcer  of  its 
presbyteries  was  a  recurring 
theme,"  the  document  says. 
Specifically,  it  defines  the  synod 
in  three  ways:  responsive,  in- 

See  LEAN,  Page  7 


New  format  causes 
delay  in  July  issue 


You  may  have  wondered  why 
you  got  your  July  issue  of  The 
Presbyterian  News  in  August.  In 
making  the  change  in  format  in 
July,  we  had  to  code  a  great 
many  names  on  our  mailing  list 
as  to  which  presbytery  they  were 
in,  so  that  people  would  get  the 
correct  edition  for  their  presby- 
tery, with  its  page  on  the  back. 

That  coding  took  much  longer 
than  anticipated,  and  was  still  oc- 
curring well  over  a  week  after  the 
newspaper  was  scheduled  to  go  to 
press.  Thus,  the  paper  was  very 
late  being  printed  and  mailed 
out. 

We  apologize  for  this  delay. 
We  believe  it  should  only  happen 
once,  since  our  mailing  list 
should  now  be  set  up  properly. 

In  coding  by  the  appropriate 
presbytery,  however,  we  felt  sure 
some  mistakes  would  happen 
and  people  who  were  supposed 
to  receive  the  edition  for  one 
presbytery  would  receive  instead 
another's.  If  you  did,  please  send 
us  the  label  from  your  newspaper 


and  indicate  that  you  received  the 
wrong  edition.  We  will  see  that 
you  get  the  correct  one  in  the 
future. 

We  know  of  at  least  one  area 
—  Davidson,  N.C.  —  that  by 
mistake  ended  up  coded  in  the 
wrong  presbytery  (see  letter  in 
"Readers'  Forum,"  page  4). 
Others  may  have  as  well.  As  soon 
as  we  learn  of  any  such  mistakes, 
we  will  correct  them. 

Not  all  presbyteries  take  a 
page  in  The  Presbyterian  News. 
If  yours  does  not,  you  will 
receive  an  edition  with  a  back 
page  containing  general  news  of 
the  church.  Some  readers  in  this 
category  may  have  received  an 
edition  in  July  with  a  presbytery 
page  on  the  back  (not  their  own 
presbytery).  Some  papers  with  a 
presbytery  page  may  have  gone 
out  because  of  discrepencies  be- 
tween the  actual  number  printed 
and  the  number  in  this  general 
category.  This  resuh  also 
curred  because  of  the 
delay. 
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College  gets  approval  for  4-year  degrees 


Lees-McRae  College,  a  two- 
year  Presbyterian  college  in 
North  Carolina,  has  gained  ap- 
proval for  its  proposed  addition 
of  four-year,  baccalaureate 
degree  programs.  The  Commis- 
sion on  Colleges  of  the  Southern 
Association  of  Colleges  and 
Schools  has  approved  the  college 
as  a  candidate  for  accreditation 
to  award  baccalaureate  degrees; 
the  Association  will  evaluate 
Lees-McRae  when  the  first 
students  complete  the  new  degree 
program  to  determine  if  the 
school  complies  with  criteria  for 
accreditation. 

The  college  will  continue  to  of- 
fer two-year,  associate  degrees. 

"We  made  our  plans  metho- 
dically and  with  vision  for  this 
expansion  of  the  Lees-McRae 
mission,"  said  college  President 
Bradford  Crain.  "We  have  a 
good  selection  of  course  offer- 
ings for  the  first  junior  class  this 
fall,  and  we  are  well  pleased  with 
the  number  of  students  who  have 
decided  to  complete  their  higher 
education  at  Lees-McRae." 

Even  though  it  will  expand  its 
curriculum,  the  college  plans  to 
retain  its  small  size. 

It  will  offer  majors  this  fall  in 
English,  history,  social  studies, 
Bible  and  religion,  biology, 
humanities,  theater  arts,  and  in- 
terdisciplinary studies.  The  col- 
lege will  add  other  majors  over 
the  next  five  years,  such  as 
business  and  mathematics. 

Under  the  change,  the  college 
expects  to  increase  enrollment 
slightly,  to  a  little  over  700. 

Meanwhile,  a  major  part  of 
the  expanded  program  has  also 
gained  approval.  A  new  program 
in  teacher-education  has  receiv- 
ed approval  from  the  State  De- 
partment of  Public  Instruction. 


Dues  increased 

The  Board  of  Pensions  met 
after  the  annual  meeting  of 
the  General  Assembly  and  in- 
creased dues  for  member  rates 
by  three  percent  of  effective 
salary,  as  of  Jan.  1 ,  1989.  The 
increase  had  been  suggested 
by  the  General  Assembly. 
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The  Charles  A.  Cannon  Sr.  Student  Center 
at  Lees-McRae  College  opened  in  July.  The 
22,000-square-foot  facility  houses  a  snack  bar, 
recreation  rooms,  lounges  for  study  and  relax- 
ation, offices  for  student  clubs  and  organiza- 
tions, a  post  office,  administrative  offices  for 
student  development,  an  infirmary,  and  an 
auditorium  seating  over  200  people.  The 
building  is  one  part  of  an  ambitious  capital 
campaign  the  college  is  conducting.  Previous- 
ly, students  had  no  such  center  for  activities. 


A  dedication  ceremony  was  held  July  18  to 
officially  open  the  center.  Bruce  Hathaway, 
chair  of  the  trustees,  spoke,  along  with  college 
President  Bradford  L.  Crain  and  Mariam  Can- 
non Hayes,  president  of  the  Cannon  Founda- 
tion, which  provided  a  significant  matching 
grant  to  help  fund  the  center.  Robert  and 
Mariam  Hayes  formally  cut  the  ribbon. 
Hathaway  said  that  a  student  center  had  been 
one  of  the  college's  great  needs. 


Specifically,  the  state  approved 
the  college's  self-study  of  its  new 
professional  education  courses 
and  subject-area  certification 
program. 

Certification  will  be  for 
teachers  of  English,  science,  and 
social  studies  in  grades  9-12  and 
theater  arts  in  kindergarten 
through  grade  12. 

The  program  will  emphasize 
classroom  research,  and  instruc- 
tors in  specific  subjects  will  teach 
courses  in  teaching  methods  for 
those  subjects.  The  director  of 


the  program,  Dr.  Roma  Joyce, 
said  it  would  offer  "a  fine 
balance  between  theory  and 
experience." 

Dr.  James  Stonesifer,  vice- 
president  for  academic  affairs, 
said  the  state's  approval  means 
"We  now  are  in  a  position  to 
carry  out  one  of  the  major  objec- 
tives of  our  four-year  program, 
that  being  to  prepare  teachers." 

In  other  news,  President  Crain 
has  announced  that  the  college 
will  receive  10  scholarships 
through  the  trustees  of  Glade 


Valley  School,  a  Presbyterian 
secondary  school  that  closed 
recently.  The  sale  of  the  school 
will  fund  the  scholarships. 

The  trustees  chose  Lees- 
McRae  because  of  the  close  ties 
between  the  two  Presbyterian  in- 
stitutions in  the  mountains. 

Vice-President  for  Institu- 
tional Development  and  Church 
Relations  William  Farthing  said 
the  scholarships  would  help  par- 
ticularly students  from  the 
mountains  who  faced  difficulty 
paying  for  college. 


Faith  and  work:  linking  them 
called  important  part  of  life 

'Christian  Vocation  Sunday'  materials  offered 


In  response  to  what  one  of- 
ficial calls  a  crisis,  the  Synod  of 
the  Mid-Atlantic,  through  its 
Career  and  Personal  Counseling 
Service,  offers  churches 
resources  to  use  on  Christian 
Vocation  Sunday,  September  4. 
That  day,  recognized  by  the 
synod,  emphasizes  Christian 
vocation  as  the  call  to  serve  God 
and  people  through  every  part  of 
life. 

The  chair  of  the  Counseling 
Service's  board  of  directors,  the 
Rev.  John  Handley,  said  in  a  let- 
ter to  ministers,  directors  of 
Christian  education,  and  clerks 
of  session,  "There  is  a  crisis  in 
our  land.  Many  of  our  people, 
young  and  old,  believe  that  the 
reason  they  work  is  to  make 
money! 

"There  is  very  little  sense  of 
vocation— other  than  the  call  of 
the  good  life.  When  work  life  is 
cut  off  from  faith,  shallow  and 
meaningless  commitments  often 
infect  most  of  a  worker's  waking 
hours." 

Handley  added  that  Christian 
Vocation  Sunday  presents  an  ex- 
cellent opportunity  to  "send 
down  roots  of  faithfulness  into 
the  world  of  work." 

The  Counseling  Service  has 
sent  to  each  church  in  the  synod 
a  packet  containing  materials  for 
the  observance.  One  is  a  bulletin 
insert,  which  can  also  be  a 
poster;  it  describes  the  services 


the  agency  offers.  Other  items 
are  suggested  Bible  texts  and 
comments  for  preaching  on 
Christian  vocation,  suggested  ac- 
tivities for  church-school  classes 
and  other  groups,  and  a  list  of 
books. 

The  Bible  texts  include  James 
2:1-17,  faith  and  works;  Luke 
9:28-36,  the  vocation  of  obedient 
living;  Isaiah  6:1-8,  is  somebody 
calling  your  name?  and  Mark 
1:14-20,  God's  call  to  be 
changed. 


"It  is  not  enough 
just  to  keep  busy.  It 
is  what  you  are 
busy  doing  that  real- 
ly matters." 


An  example  of  the  comments 
is  the  following  from  those  on 
the  Isaiah  text:  "A  fundamental 
affirmation  of  the  church  is  that 
God  has  something  for  you  to  do 
that  matters.  There  is  a  purpose 
for  your  existence.  You  represent 
more  than  a  biological  accident 
adrift  in  what  may  appear  to  be 
a  sea  of  historical  non-sequiturs. 

"The  choices  you  make,  the 
places  where  you  invest  your 
energy,  the  way  you  treat  others, 
and  your  attitude  about  life  are 


all  matters  of  some  significance. 
It  is  not  enough  just  to  keep 
busy.  It  is  what  you  are  busy  do- 
ing that  really  matters." 

The  Career  and  Personal 
Counseling  Service  was  "created 
to  help  people  determine  God's 
call  for  their  lives."  It  offers  in- 
dividual counseling  on  education 
and  careers  to  high-school 
juniors  and  seniors,  on  a  major 
and  careers  to  college  students, 
and  on  career  options  and  fur- 
ther education  to  adults. 

Centers  at  Laurinburg,  N.C, 
and  Charlotte,  N.C,  offer  those 
services.  In  addition,  the  Laurin- 
burg center  works  with  can- 
didates for  the  ministry,  as  well 
as  church  professionals  reex- 
amining their  ministry. 

In  regard  to  church  profes- 
sionals, the  center  offers  a  three- 
day  program  involving  theologi- 
cal issues,  interests,  aptitudes, 
values,  motives,  leadership  style, 
and  other  personal  attributes. 

The  centers  often  work  with 
youth  groups  from  churches  in 
counseling  high-school  students. 

For  more  information,  contact 
Trish  Harris  at  the  Career  and 
Personal  Counseling  Service,  St. 
Andrews  Presbyterian  College, 
Laurinburg,  N.C.  28352  (tele- 
phone 919-276-3162),  or  Rita 
Baker,  the  Counseling  Service's 
Charlotte  Center,  at  4108  Park 
Road,  Suite  200,  Charlotte,  N.C. 
28209  (telephone  704-523-7551). 


Rev.  L.V.  Lassiter 

Council  moderator 
called  to  church 
in  Washington 

The  moderator  of  the  Transi- 
tional Council  of  the  Synod  of 
the  Mid-Atlantic,  the  Rev.  L.V. 
Lassiter,  has  accepted  a  call  as 
pastor  of  Northminster  Church 
in  Washington,  D.C  He  had 
been  serving  as  pastor  of  Grace 
Church  in  Winston-Salem,  N.C, 
since  1982. 

He  began  his  new  work  in 
August. 

Lassiter  is  a  native  of 
Greensboro,  N.C,  and  grad- 
uated from  North  Carolina  A&T 
University  and  Duke  Divinity 
School. 

In  March,  he  was  elected  the 
first  moderator  of  the  new 
Presbytery  B  in  North  Carolina. 
He  was  elected  moderator  of  the 
Council  at  its  first  meeting  last 
year. 

Synod  School 
viewed  favorably 

From  the  perspective  of  some- 
one who  had  never  participated 
before,  the  Synod  School  in  Ju- 
ly was  a  success.  "I  enjoyed  it 
very  much,"  said  Dr.  John  D. 
MacLeod  Jr.,  administrator  of 
the  Raleigh  office  of  the  Synod 
of  the  Mid-Atlantic. 

The  old  Synods  of  the  Pied- 
mont and  the  Virginias  jointly 
held  the  Synod  School  annually 
for  a  number  of  years.  The 
Synod  of  North  Carolina  had  not 
participated,  but  formation  of 
the  Mid-Atlantic  meant  people 
from  that  old  synod  had  the 
chance  to  join  in. 

MacLeod  was  impressed.  "It 
was  not  as  much  a  leadership 
school  as  I  expected,"  he  said; 
"it  was  more  in  the  nature  of  a 
family  conference.  There  were 
things  for  every  age  group,  and 
much  was  intergenerational." 

People  of  all  ages  took  part;  in 
addition,  MacLeod  saw  the  mix- 
ture of  black  and  white  people  as 
significant.  He  estimated  about 
half  the  participants  were  black 
and  half  white. 

The  event  included  morning 
classes,  afternoon  activities,  arts 
and  crafts,  ,and  recreation. 
"There  was  more  to  do  than  you 
could  do,  and  yet  you  weren't 
under  pressure  to  do  more," 
MacLeod  said.  "It  was 
relaxing." 

People  he  talked  with  were 
positive  about  the  caliber  of  the 
classes,  he  added. 

The  family  atmosphere  draws 
people  together,  he  said.  "Peo- 
ple were  there  that  had  been 
there  consistently  year  after  year. 
It  draws  people  back. 

"I  would  recommend  it.  I  had 
very  positive  feelings  about  it." 


Deadline 

The  deadline  for  receiving 
both  ads  and  material  contri- 
buted for  articles  is  the  first 
Wednesday  of  each  month. 


Ijllliii! 


Be 

Within  Reach 
Always 

...  It  Takes  A  Good  Strong 
Foundation 

Help  secure  your  family's 
future  and  continue  your 
witness  to  your  faith.  The 
place  to  start  is  with  your 
Will. 

Without  a  Will,  regardless  of 
special  circumstances,  the 
laws  of  your  state  dictate  who 
gets  your  money  and 
possessions. 

Make  a  Will.  For  the  sake 
of  those  you  love  and  the 
causes  you  consider 
important. 

The  Presbyterian  Church 
(U.S.A.)  Foundation  offers  a 
pamphlet  that  will  help  make 
the  process  easier  for  you.  It 
tells  how,  by  including  a 
bequest  to  the  Church,  you 
can  extend  your  stewardship 
and  your  caring  for  others 
through  your  Will.  Write  today. 
Presbyterian  Church  (U.S.A.) 
Foundation,  200  E.  Twelfth  St. 
Jeffersonville 
IN  47130. 


Presbyterian  Church 
(U.S.A.)  Foundation 
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Are  we  out  to  pull  others  down,  or  lift  them  up? 


One  of  the  functions  of  the  church  is 
to  be  a  community.  That's  where  one 
has  a  sense  of  belonging,  where  one  feels 
safe,  where  one  can  risk  being  vulner- 
able while  one  is  growing.  In  a  Chris- 
tian community,  there  is  an  added  and 
unique  dimension:  living  one's  life  for 
the  sake  of  others.  That  added,  unique 
dimension  is  intended  for  the  individual 
and  for  the  community  as  a  whole. 

"But,"  you  say,  "are  not  those  di- 
mensions antithetical— being  where  one 
is  safe  and  being  where  one  lives  life  for 
the  sake  of  others?  After  all,  it  is  not 
safe  to  be  going  about  offering  up  your 
life!"  You're  right,  except  where  Jesus 
Christ  is  a  part  of  that  community; 
that's  what  makes  the  difference.  We 
belong  to  the  Christian  community,  and 
in  that  belonging  we  find  the  encourage- 
ment and  the  strength  to  live  for  our- 
selves and  for  others  as  well. 

"For  God  so  loved  the  world  that 
God  gave  [God's]  only  son,  that  who- 
soever should  believe  in  him  should  not 
perish  but  have  life  eternal."  That's  the 
Good  News  because  of  which  we  can 
risk  living  for  others  as  Christ  lived  for 
us. 


By 
Lowelle 
Sims 


In  Ephesians,  chapter  four,  St.  Paul 
describes  the  function  of  the  church  as 
one  of  "building  up  the  body  of  Christ, 
until  we  all  attain  to  the  unity  of  the 
faith...,  to  mature  personhood,  to  the 
measure  of  the  stature  of  the  fullness  of 
Christ."  And  when  he  describes  the  rela- 
tionships we  should  have  within  this 
community,  he  writes,  "Be  kind  to  one 
another,  tenderhearted,  forgiving  one 
another,  as  God  in  Christ  forgave  you." 

It  might  be  interesting  to  imagine 
what  our  life  would  be  like  were  we  to 
be  kind  to  one  another,  tenderhearted, 
forgiving  one  another,  as  God  in  Christ 
has  forgiven  us.  When  Jesus  approached 
a  person  who  had  some  disability,  be 
that  physical  or  emotional,  he  forgave 
that  person  of  his  or  her  sin,  and  the 


forgiveness  brought  about  restored 
health.  And  mind  you,  Jesus's  forgive- 
ness never  did  depend  upon  the  person 
first  of  all  becoming  penitent.  If  there 
was  penitence,  that  came  after  the  for- 
giveness, not  before. 

St.  Paul  writes  about  our  "building 
up  the  body  of  Christ  for  the  sake  of 
ministry."  That  may  well  refer  to  the 
relationships  we  will  have  with  each 
other  in  this  Christian  community,  this 
body  of  Christ.  It  is  really  a  question; 
"Are  we  going  to  pull  people  down  and 
hurt  them  further,  or  are  we  out  to 
repair  and  restore  and  redeem — to  make 
whole  again?" 

To  help  us  in  our  answers,  let  me 
share  with  you  two  stories  from  nature, 
recently  told  to  me.  One  is  that  people 
hunting  for  crabs  never  have  to  worry 
about  keeping  the  lid  on  the  crab  cage. 
For  with  crabs,  any  time  one  of  them 
begins  to  climb  out  of  the  cage,  you  can 
depend  upon  the  others  in  the  cage  to 
reach  up  and  pull  it  back  down. 

Now  I  don't  want  to  press  that  anal- 
ogy too  far,  but  sometimes  I  get  the  im- 
pression that  we  are  like  crabs — in  our 
storytelling,  in  our  demands  upon  peo- 


ple, in  our  relating  to  them:  we  pull 
them  down  when  they  begin  to  climb  up 
higher  than  we  are.  If  we  ourselves  don't 
pull  them  down,  we  stand  by  silently 
while  others  are  doing  so.  To  say 
nothing  about  an  unkind  story  being 
told  of  someone  else  means  we  are  par- 
ticipating in  the  tearing  down  of  that 
person. 

The  other  story  is  about  eagles.  When 
an  eagle  is  trying  to  teach  its  offspring 
to  fly,  the  old  one  takes  the  young  one 
on  its  back  up  into  the  air,  and  then 
pushes  it  off.  In  the  descent,  if  the 
young  one  gets  into  trouble,  the  old  one 
is  there  ready  to  swoop  down  and  lift 
that  young  one  back  to  another  height, 
so  as  to  be  able  to  give  it  yet  another 
chance. 

Now  what  do  you  think?  Are  we 
called  to  be  crabs  or  eagles? 

The  key  to  the  answer  is  St.  Paul's 
own  words,  "Be  tenderhearted  and  for- 
giving, even  as  God  in  Christ  forgave 
you." 

Lowelle  Simms  is  transitional  execu- 
tive director  of  the  Synod  of  the  Mid- 
Atlantic  and  publisher  of  The  Presby- 
terian News. 


We're  all  responsible 
for  theological  education 


By  Geraldine  Jones 

Who  is  responsible  for  training  pro- 
fessional leaders  in  the  Presbyterian 
Church?  We  all  are!  The  1 1  theological 
institutions  that  train  leaders  for  the 
Presbyterian  Church  (U.S.A.)  are  the 
responsibility  of  every  Presbyterian. 
We,  in  the  future,  will  exercise  this 
responsibility  by  including  in  the 
budget  of  each  church  an  item  for 
theological  education.  The  funds  will 

GUEST  COMMENTARY 

be  distributed  to  each  theological 
school  by  the  Committee  on  Theolo- 
gical Education  of  the  General 
Assembly. 

In  the  former  PCUS,  churches  were 
used  to  supporting  particular  semi- 
naries in  their  area.  The  Presbyterian 
School  of  Christian  Education  has 
always  been  funded  from  the  General 
Assembly  level.  In  the  former  United 
Presbyterian  Church,  U.S.A.,  funding 
for  theological  education  was  done  at 
the  General  Assembly  level. 


In  the  future,  beginning  with  1989, 
churches  are  asked  to  budget  an 
amount  equal  to  one  percent  of  their 
local  expenses,  including  capital  expen- 
ditures, but  excluding  benevolences.  It 
is  important  that  churches  respond 
affirmatively  to  this  request  so  that  the 
theological  institutions  can  continue  to 
operate  in  the  development  of  leaders 
in  the  Presbyterian  Church. 

Each  church  recently  received  a 
packet  of  materials  from  the  Commit- 
tee on  Theological  Education  setting 
forth  the  rationale  for  the  new  plan. 
Each  resource  center  has  received  a 
video  produced  for  the  Committee  on 
Theological  Education.  Budget  com- 
mittees of  churches  are  encouraged  to 
view  the  video  and  refer  to  the  packet 
as  they  begin  building  their  budget  for 
1989. 

Geraldine  Jones  is  director  of  Chris- 
tian education  at  Myers  Park  Church 
in  Charlotte,  N.C.,  and  was  moderator 
of  the  Committee  on  Care  and  Devel- 
opment of  Church  Professionals  in  the 
old  Synod  of  North  Carolina. 


A  reader  longs  for  news 
from  her  own  presbytery 


On  page  12  of  the  latest  edition  of 
your  paper  (which  I  have  read  faith- 
fully for  many  years)  I  found  the  news 
of  Concord  Presbytery.  I  have  nothing 
against  these  fine  people,  but  I  have 
labored  too  long  in  the  vineyard  of 
Mecklenburg  Presbytery  to  do 
without  news  of  same. 

Am  I  the  only  Mecklenburger  living  in 


you  for  doing  an  excellent  job. 

Julia  Maulden 
Davidson,  N.C. 

Editor's  note:  As  we  noted  on  our 
front  page,  we  expected  problems  with 
the  first  attempt  at  the  change  in  for- 
mat, and  we  got  them.  We  haven't 
decided  yet  whether  to  blame  them  on 
computer  error  or  human  error,  but 


READERS'  FORUM 


Davidson  who  got  the  wrong  last 
page?  I  haven't  inquired.  If  someone 
in  your  office  misplaced  Davidson 
subscribers  and  placed  us  all  in  the 
Concord  Presbytery  category,  you'll 
probably  hear  from  a  number  of  us. 
Thanks  for  correcting  same  next  time. 

I  enjoy  reading  your  publication.  I 
learn  many  things  from  perusing  it  that 
I  would  otherwise  not  know.  Thank 


knowing  human  nature,  we'll  probably 
incline  toward  the  former. 

In  any  case,  we  most  likely  did  not 
single  out  residents  of  Davidson  for 
wrong-page  treatment.  If  you  got  the 
wrong  presbytery  page  as  well,  please 
write  and  tell  us,  and  we  will  correct 
the  mistake.  Or  at  least  we'll  tell  our 
computer  to  do  so. 


Study  looks  at  how  church  can  include  young  men 


How  the  church  can  more  ef- 
fectively include  young  men  and 
use  their  talents  is  a  question  ad- 
dressed by  the  organization  Pres- 
byterian Men  in  a  study.  Young 
men  are  defined  as  those  aged 
19-35.  The  committee  conduct- 
ing the  study  aims  to  help  the 
church  better  understand  needs 
and  issues  of  those  men. 

"There  is  in  general  a  glaring 
lack  of  enthusiasm  and  participa- 
tion by  young  men  and  women 
in  the  Presbyterian  Church  at 
large,"  the  committee  concluded 
in  its  study,  entitled  "Project 
E.D.E.N.:  Voices  of  the 
Future."  The  acronym  stands 
for  Encouraging  Dialogue  Ex- 
pecting Newness. 

Consultant  Robert  Gribbon  of 
the  Alban  Institute  told  the 
group  that  research  has  shown 
that  men,  especially  single  men, 
are  the  group  least  likely  to 
"come  back  to  life  in  the 
Church."'  Church  attendance 
drop:;  sharply  among  men 
of  18,  he  noted. 


"The  Church  needs  to  make  a 
more  intentional  effort  to  be  a 
place  which  accepts  young  peo- 
ple where  they  are  and  must 
signal  that  it  seriously  wants  to 
hear  their  voices,"  the  study 
said.  Alban  research  shows  that 
the  primary  reason  men  do  not 
return  to  church  is  not  because 
it  does  something  wrong  but 
because  it  gives  them  no  positive 
motivation.  "One  very  impor- 
tant motivation  to  attend  church 
is  that  they  feel  their  presence  is 
important,"  the  committee  said. 

The  study  suggested  ways  the 
church  can  communicate  to 
young  men  and  women: 

•  sermons  specifically  related 
to  issues  affecting  their  lives; 

•  openness  and  creativity  in 
worship  style,  particularly  in- 
cluding music; 

•  assignment  to  positions  of 
leadership  involving  responsibil- 
ity for  handling  budgets  or 
church  funds;  and 

•  inclusiveness  in  all  aspects  of 
the  church's  life. 


Gribbon  said  a  primary  reason 
young  men  do  return  to  church 
is  "a  hunger  for  the  holy,"  a 
sense  that  there  is  more  to  life 
"than  the  9  to  5  grind."  Men  will 
turn  to  the  church  if  it  is  "in- 
volved in  a  life  that  makes  sense, 
which  is  relevant,  which  will  help 
them  cope  and  grow  in  their 
everyday  life,"  the  report  said. 
The  church  needs  to  connect  the 
"nitty  gritty  of  daily  living  with 
the  transcendent,"  Gribbon  said. 

For  the  study,  the  committee 
questioned  258  young  men,  85 
percent  of  whom  reported  they 
attend  church  weekly.  Gribbon 
told  the  group  its  data  was  a 
good  profile  of  active  young  men 
but  it  needed  250  more  surveys 
of  less  active  young  men. 

Those  surveyed  indicated  12 
factors  they  find  important  in 
church.  They  are: 

•  Preaching:  a  sermon  which 
moves  them  spiritually  and  is 
relevant  to  their  daily  life. 
Though  important,  the  pastor's 
preaching  skill  is  not  as  crucial  as 
the  ability  to  understand  and 


take  seriously  issues  young  peo- 
ple face. 

•  Bible  study:  a  study  that  in- 
itially emphasizes  not  answers 
but  questions  and  helps  them 
understand  how  the  Bible  in- 
forms their  daily  life. 

•  Music:  more  openness  to 
different  styles  is  very  important. 
Rejection  of  music  favored  by 
young  people  is  perceived  as  a 
message  that  the  church  does  not 
take  their  interests  seriously. 

•  Church  as  community,  not 
club:  in  our  society,  the  church 
can  be  a  place  of  nurture  and 
love.  "Often  the  Church  be- 
comes more  like  a  club,  a  place 
which  reflects  the  world  they  live 
in  daily— full  of  cliques,  greed, 
divisions,"  the  study  said. 

•  Evangelism  and  social  wit- 
ness: a  large  percentage  said 
political  involvement  of  the 
church  is  either  fine  or  not 
enough.  The  committee  said  the 
young  men  "see  the  task  of 
evangelism  set  in  the  context  of 
the  trials  and  tribulations  of 
human  life  and  not  removed 


from  that  context." 

•  Enthusiasm  of  pastor  and 
congregation:  the  study  showed 
that  in  churches  where  young  peo- 
ple are  a  vital  part,  a  pastor  works 
hard  to  reach  them.  The  study 
showed  that  a  majority  of  chur- 
ches do  not  have  a  formal  plan 
to  welcome  or  relate  to  younger 
members. 

•  Leadership  development: 
one  aspect  is  that  80  percent 
thought  the  church  should 
strongly  emphasize  equal  leader- 
ship of  women  and  men. 

•  Presbyterian  identity:  more 
education  in  that  tradition's 
unique  perspective. 

•  Issues:  the  church  should 
deal  with  materialism,  drug  ad- 
diction, racism,  and  the  threat  of 
nuclear  war. 

•  Christian  faith  related  to 
daily  life. 

•  Being  accepted  as  people 
are. 

•  Ministry  of  all:  many  grow 
up  with  the  message  that  the  or- 
dained minister  has  more  respon- 
sibility. 
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Summer  has  been  filled  with  activities,  staff  changes 


We  have  just  returned  from  a  splen- 
did week  at  Synod  School  at  Massanetta 
Springs  in  Virginia — a  sort  of  combina- 
tion leadership  school  and  family  con- 
ference which  has  been  a  joint  project 
of  the  Synod  of  the  Virginias  and  the  Sy- 
nod of  the  Piedmont  for  some  years.  Now 
it  is  an  event  for  the  Synod  of  the  Mid-At- 
lantic and  one  which  I  very  much  hope 
will  continue.  Incidentally,  New  Castle 
Presbytery  (eastern  Maryland  and  Dela- 
ware) led  in  the  number  of  enrollees. 

Prior  to  that  we  had  a  week  of  vaca- 
tion at  the  guest  cottage  of  Lees-McRae 
College  and  enjoyed  the  Grandfather 
Mountain  Highland  Games,  as  well  as 
taking  the  grandchildren  to  Tweetsie  to 
see  "Mildred  the  Bear"  and  the  mile- 
high  swinging  bridge.  Along  the  way  we 
attended  two  family  weddings  in 
Virginia. 

I  have  been  privileged  to  preach  recent- 
ly at  Bethesda  in  Aberdeen,  N.C.,  where 
I  grew  up.  John  Wall  is  pastor,  and  my 
sister,  Martha,  is  director  of  Christian 
education.  I  also  preached  at  Maxton, 
where  we  were  entertained  by  Mills  and 
Dorothy  Kirkpatrick,  who  edit  the 


By 
John  D. 
MacLeod 


Newsletter  for  the  North  Carolina 
Presbyterian  Historical  Society.  The  Fall 
Tour  of  that  Society  will  be  October 
21-22  in  Vance  and  Granville  Counties. 

The  General  Assembly  meeting  in  St. 
Louis  provided  clear  evidence  that  we 
have  "come  together"  as  a  denomina- 
tion. There  were  differences,  but  only 
rarely  did  they  reflect  old  sectional 
loyalties.  Moderator  Kenneth  Hall  of 
Pennsylvania,  whom  I  have  known  for 
some  years,  handled  the  meeting  ex- 
tremely well. 

The  establishment  of  the  Synod  of  the 
Mid-Atlantic  is  going  quite  well,  but  a 
part  of  the  fallout  is  the  dispersal  of  pre- 
sent staff.  Greg  Bentall  of  the  Piedmont 
Office  in  Baltimore  has  gone  to  a  synod 
position  in  California.  Karen  Thomas  of 


the  Virginia  Office  in  Roanoke  has 
taken  other  work  in  that  city. 

As  for  us  here  in  Raleigh  we  lost 
Claude  Godwin  to  Louisville  some 
months  ago.  Then  our  associate  execu- 
tive, Tyrone  Burkette,  went  to  the  pre- 
sidency of  Barber-Scotia  College  in 
Concord;  secretary  Dianne  Hanning 
took  a  position  with  White  Memorial 
Presbyterian  Church  in  Raleigh;  com- 
puter operator  Danise  Williams  has  gone 
to  other  work  in  Charlotte.  Now  Bill 
Amey,  our  computer  genius,  has  just 
told  us  that  he  will  be  joining  the 
General  Assembly  staff  in  Louisville. 

We  will  continue  to  miss  these  people. 
We  have  been  fortunate  in  Raleigh  in 
having  an  excellent  staff  and  very  little 
turnover,  so  these  changes,  besides  leav- 
ing us  short,  give  us  a  little  feeling  of 
instability.  Yet  we  can  only  rejoice  in 
having  worked  with  the  type  of  people 
that  other  people  want,  and  indeed  we 
cannot  expect  otherwise  with  the  clos- 
ing of  the  three  former  synod  offices. 

We  welcome  Suzi  Hufford,  who  has 
replaced  Dianne  Hanning.  Also  some  of 
what  Claude,  Tyrone,  and  I  have  done 


has  been  picked  up  by  Wayne  Moulder 
in  Baltimore,  Dennis  Schulz  in 
Roanoke,  and  of  course,  by  Lowelle 
Simms,  our  transitional  executive. 

As  to  my  own  future,  I  decided  not 
to  apply  for  the  permanent  position  of 
synod  executive.  I  plan  to  be  available 
for  interim  work  in  churches  or  presby- 
teries or  synods. 

Some  have  asked  about  my  health, 
and  I  am  happy  to  report  that  I  am  in 
excellent  condition,  clearly  better  than 
before  my  heart  surgery.  That  has  been 
a  factor  in  my  decision  only  indirectly. 
While  I  got  along  extremely  well,  I  also 
came  to  realize  that  I  was  not  going  to 
live  forever. 

Since  I  had  a  few  other  things  I 
wanted  to  do,  it  began  to  seem  unwise 
to  accept  a  position  with  a  six-year  term 
that  would  have  kept  me  in  office  until 
I  was  past  seventy-two.  (Of  course,  I 
might  not  have  been  elected.)  Still,  I  am 
excited  about  the  new  synod  and  appre- 
ciate the  kindness  of  those  who  en- 
couraged me  to  apply.  Whoever  is 
elected  will  have  a  lot  of  fun,  and  it  was 
a  great  temptation! 


Johnny  AppleseecTs 
Song  of  Thanksgiving 


If  you  have  ever  attended  camp, 
more  than  likely  you  have  heard  the 
Johnny  Appleseed  Song. 

Hear  are  the  words: 

Oh  the  Lord  is  good  to  us 
And  so  we  thank  the  Lord 
for  giving  us  the  things  we  need 
the  sun — the  rain — and  the 

apple  seeds 
Oh  the  Lord  is  good  to  us. 

The  story  behind  its  evolution  is  in- 
teresting and  true.  John  Chapman, 
who  was  known  as  Johnny  Appleseed, 
was  a  westward-bound  traveler.  The 
time  was  the  19th  century.  As  he 
traveled  he  carried  across  his  shoulder 
a  croker  sack  full  of  apple  seeds. 

In  his  westward  movement,  he 
would  plant  seeds  along  the  way. 
Then,  he  would  pray  for  God's  sweet 
rain  and  sunshine.  Many  of  the  seeds 
would  take  root — develop  into  apple 
trees — from  which  many  people  would 
reap  the  benefits  of  his  thoughtfulness 
for  years  to  come. 

Rarely  do  we  realize  the  significance 
of  our  labor,  but  in  many  respects  we 
are  all  like  John  Chapman — we  plant 
seeds  along  our  sojourn  in  life  from 
which  others  will  benefit  or  reap  the 
liabilities.  It  is  therefore  important  that 
we  plant  seeds  that  will  inspire  and 
renew;  seeds  of  love,  patience,  kind- 
ness, and  good  will. 

It  is  also  important  to  remember 
that  we  benefit  daily  from  fruits  of  the 
labor  of  others — many  of  whom  have 
left  this  sojourn  and  live  in  realms  we 
do  not  completely  understand.  Some 
of  them  are  mothers — fathers — 
teachers  and  preachers.  Many  more  are 
strangers:  people  of  whom  we  know 
little  about  but  in  so  many  ways  have 
a  profound  impact  upon  our  lives. 
People  such  as  the  farmer  who  plants 
and  harvests,  the  trucker  who  carries 


By 
Tyrone 
Burkette 


the  produce  to  the  market,  the  stock 
boy  and  bag  girl  who  prepare  our 
groceries  for  us. 

Have  you  ever  thought  about  how 
helpless  we  would  be  without  the  aid 
of  1,000  people  who  we  have  never 
met — yet  who  make  our  lives  much 
more  convenient  as  a  result  of  their 
labor? 

There  is  much  we  take  for  granted 
for  which  we  ought  to  be  thankful — 
for  the  mystery  of  life,  for  the  mystery 
of  men  and  women  becoming  one  in 
marriage;  for  the  family  unit  and  its  nur- 
ture and  care;  for  love;  for  lovers;  for 
cries  of  birth;  for  friendship;  for  work 
to  do;  and  for  strength  to  work;  for 
growing  up  and  growing  old;  for 
wisdom  and  for  memories. 

Every  moment  could  be  spent  on  be- 
ing thankful,  even  for  the  rain;  sadness 
and  disappointment,  pain,  sickness, 
and  death.  God  causes  both  sunshine 
and  rain,  and  together  they  produce 
apple  seeds,  trees,  plants,  and  nourish- 
ment for  us  sojourners. 

Oh  the  Lord  is  good  to  us 

And  so  we  thank  the  Lord 

for  giving  us 

the  things  we  need 

the  sun 

the  rain 

the  appleseed 

Oh  the  Lord  is  good  to  us 

Tyrone  Burkett  is  president  of 
Barber-Scotia  College  in  Concord,  N.C. 


New  H.Q.  in  Louisville  to  be  dedicated 


The  new  headquarters  of  the  General 
Assembly  in  Louisville  will  be  dedicated 
Oct.  28-29.  Theme  of  the  ceremony  will 
be  "Celebrate:  A  Journey  in  Faith."  The 
headquarters  combines  former  offices  of 
the  church  in  New  York  and  Atlanta. 

The  dedication  will  also  apply  to  the 
new  headquarters  of  the  Presbyterian 


Church  (U.S.A.)  Foundation,  directly 
across  the  Ohio  River  in  Jeffersonville, 
Ind.  That  building  combines  offices  from 
New  York  and  Charlotte,  N.C. 

The  Presbyterian  Center  in  Louisville 
is  in  an  old  building  that  has  been 
renovated. 


Church  looks  toward  future 
as  it  celebrates  the  past 


Part  of  the  church's  celebration  of  its 
past  will  be  a  look  at  the  future.  A  "Sym- 
posium on  the  Future"  will  be  held  in 
Philadelphia  next  June  in  conjunction 
with  the  201st  meeting  of  the  General  As- 
sembly. A  special  event  of  the  Presbyter- 
ian Church  (U.S.A)'s  bicentennial,  the  sym- 
posium will  gather  a  small  group  of  na- 
tionally and  internationally  known  experts 
in  a  variety  of  disciplines  to  reflect  on  the 
future  from  the  perspective  of  their  fields. 

Theologians  will  then  respond  from 
their  perspective.  The  audience  will  also 
be  able  to  comment  and  ask  questions. 

Organizers  will  prepare  a  book  and  a 


videotape  of  the  symposium. 

The  church's  Bicentennial  Committee 
has  appointed  a  task  force  to  organize  the 
symposium  with  the  aim  of  making  it  one 
of  the  highlights  of  the  bicentennial  year. 
The  church  began  the  year-long  celebra- 
tion at  this  year's  meeting  of  the  General 
Assembly  in  June. 

William  P.  Thompson  will  chair  the 
task  force.  He  was  stated  clerk  of  the 
United  Presbyterian  Church  for  a  number 
of  years  and  co-stated  clerk  of  the  re- 
united church  during  its  first  year. 

More  information  will  be  available  in 
the  fall. 


Page  6,  The  Presbyterian  News,  August  1988 


Discussing  tough  issues  in 
church:  book  offers  guidance 


The  Presbyterian  Peacemak- 
ing Program  has  recently  pub- 
lished two  new  books,  How 
Should  Congregations  Talk 
about  Tough  Issues?  and  The 
Miracle  of  Pentecost:  Peacemak- 
ing in  the  Acts  of  the  Apostles. 
Both  are  available  from 
Presbyterian  Distribution 
Service. 

How  Should  Congregations 
Talk  about  Tough  Issues? 

This  book  is  a  six-session  study 
designed  to  help  Presbyterians 
become  more  comfortable  and 
effective  in  dealing  with  tough 
issues  in  the  congregation's  life. 


The  topics  include  a  look  at  our 
unwritten  rules,  the  hard  work  of 
hearing,  finding  common 
ground,  and  restoring  relation- 
ships. It  examines  why  church 
members  are  afraid  of  disa- 
greeing. 

Suggested  groups  for  using  the 
book  include  adult  and  youth 
Sunday  morning  classes,  an  of- 
ficer training  course,  a  church 
group  facing  difficult  decisions, 
and  a  session  during  a  retreat. 

The  author  is  Richard  Watts, 
a  Presbyterian  minister  who 


works  as 
sultant. 


a  peacemaking  con- 


It  is  available  from  the  Pres- 
byterian Distribution  Service, 
905  Interchurch  Center,  475 
Riverside  Drive,  New  York, 
N.Y.  101 15.  It  is  75  cents  a  copy. 
The  book's  PDS  number  for 
ordering  is  919-88-709. 

The  Miracle  of  Pentecost: 
Peacemaking  in  the  Acts  of  the 
Apostles. 

This  book  provides  a  five- 
session  study  on  peacemaking 
themes  from  the  Book  of  Acts. 

It  is  also  available  from  the 
Presbyterian  Distribution  Service 
for  75  cents  a  copy.  Its  PDS 
number  is  919-88-708. 


Fictional  'Song  of  Songs' 

power  of  love 


A  fictional  treatment  of  the 
Bible's  Song  of  Solomon  by  a 
Presbyterian  minister  from  the 
Synod  of  the  Mid-Atlantic  at- 
tempts to  illuminate  that  book 
for  the  modern  reader.  Song  of 
Songs  by  Dr.  Louis  LaMotte 
tells  the  story  of  Bathnadab,  a 
beautiful  Hebrew  singer,  and  her 
love  for  Dodai,  a  shepherd. 

LaMotte  was  president  of  the 
old  Presbyterian  Junior  College 
and  professor  at  St.  Andrews 
Presbyterian  College  in  Laurin- 
burg,  N.C.,  until  his  retirement 
in  1967. 

Although  fictional  and  not  in- 
tended as  a  scholarly  work,  the 
book  does  intend  to  help  the 
reader  understand  the  biblical 
book  better. 

"This  is  the  most  interesting, 
plausible  and  creative  interpreta- 


tion of  the  Song  of  Songs  I  have 
come  across,"  writes  the  Rev. 
W.M.  Alexander,  professor  of 
philosophy  at  St.  Andrews.  "The 
book  does  not  pretend  to  appear 
as  a  contribution  to  technical 
scholarship,  although  a  full  set  of 
footnotes  suggests  how  to  pursue 
this  interest,  if  the  reader  wishes. 

"However,  the  interpretation 
is  based  on  a  comprehensive 
work  of  scholarship  in  Dr.  La- 
Motte's  dissertation,  and  this 
comprehensive  view  particularly 
shows  itself  in  the  way  many  dif- 
ficult passages  are  explained." 

In  the  story,  the  love  songs 
Bathnadab  signs,  accompanying 
herself  on  the  lyre,  brings  her  to 
the  attention  of  King  Solomon, 
who  has  her  sing  in  a  command 
performance  at  the  court — in- 
cluding among  the  audience  the 


Regional  Representatives 

for 

Funds  Development 

The  Presbyterian  Church  (U.S.A.)  Foundation  is  look- 
ing for  Regional  Representatives  for  positions  in  several 
areas  of  the  United  States  as  part  of  its  expansion  of 
resources  applied  to  funds  development. 


Regional  Representatives  are  responsible  for  Funds 
Development  (deferred  giving  and  wills  emphasis) 
related  to  congregations,  presbyteries,  synods  and  the 
General  Assembly. 

This  is  an  opportunity  to  become  part  of  a  nationwide 
team  of  professionals  developing  life  income  contracts 
and  gifts  through  the  Presbyterian  Church  (U.S.A.) 
Foundation  to  enhance  and  extend  the  mission  of  the 
Church. 

You  should  have  fund  raising/deferred  giving  ex- 
perience, a  knowledge  of  and  appreciation  for  the  poli- 
ty and  teachings  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  and  an 
enthusiasm  for  its  mission,  experience  in  public  rela- 
tions, skill  in  speaking  and  letter  writing,  a  penchant 
for  accuracy,  ability  to  keep  confidences,  a  love  of  peo- 
ple and  a  willingness  to  travel  extensively,  generating 
a  great  number  of  personal  contacts. 

Position  open  to  clergy  and  laity.  AA/EEO  Employer. 

Forward  applications  by  September  28,  1988  to: 

Margaret  A.  Daniel 
Director  of  Human  Resources 
Presbyterian  Church  (U.S.A.)  Foundation 
200  East  Twelfth  Street 
Jeffersonville,  Indiana  47130 


visiting  Queen  of  Sheba. 

Solomon  tries  to  convince  her 
to  join  the  royal  harem,  but  she 
remains  steadfastly  loyal  to 
Dodai  and  his  simple  lifestyle  in 
the  face  of  the  court's  wealth  and 
power;  the  book  maintains  sus- 
pense as  the  lovers  try  to  "avoid 
the  dehumanizing  destiny  of  a 
royal  harem,"  Alexander  writes. 

A  review  in  The  Laurinburg 
Exchange  calls  the  story  a  "time- 
ly message"  on  the  "love  life  of 
a  man  and  woman,  lifting  it  from 
the  erotic  to  the  sublime  relation- 
ship designed  by  the  Creator." 

Copies  are  available  from  St. 
Andrews  or  from  LaMotte  at  1 18 
S.  Austin  St.,  Maxton,  N.C. 
28364,  for  $9.85  plus  95  cents 
postage,  a  total  of  $10.80. 


Play  reenacts  trial  that 
tested  religious  freedom 


The  Rev.  Francis  Makemie 
of  Maryland  and  Virginia  was 
a  leader  in  establishing  religious 
freedom  in  this  country;  he 
gained  particular  note  for  his 
trial  in  New  York  in  1707  on  the 
charge  of  preaching  without  a 
license,  one  of  the  earliest  tests 
of  religious  liberty  in  America. 
Makemie,  a  Presbyterian  min- 
ister, was  acquitted. 

Now,  as  part  of  the  bicenten- 
nial celebration  of  the  Presby- 
terian Church  (U.S.A.),  a 
30-minute  play  about  the  trial 
is  available  from  the  Presbyter- 
ian School  of  Christian  Educa- 
tion. It  highlights  the  issues  of 
religious  freedom  and  civil  ac- 
countability addressed  in  the  trial. 

Louise  McComb  wrote  the  play. 

"Recommended  by  distin- 
guished church  historians,  the 
play  can  make  for  an  informa- 
tive and  inspirational  way  to 
celebrate  the  bicentennial,"  the 
Bicentennial  Committee  said. 

Lord  Cornbury,  the  royal 
governor  of  New  York,  ordered 
Makemie  and  an  associate  ar- 
rested for  preaching  without  a 
license  after  Makemie  refused 


to  agree  not  to  preach  further 
there.  A  grand  jury  indicted 
him  for  the  preaching  and  bap- 
tising a  child  without  using  the 
Church  of  England's  Book  of 
Common  Prayer. 

The  trial  jury  acquitted  him 
on  the  ground  that  he  had  not 
violated  New  York's  or  En- 
gland's laws. 

To  obtain  a  copy  of  the  play, 
send  a  check  for  $7  to  the  Pres- 
byterian School  of  Christian 
Education,  1205  Palmyra  Ave., 
Richmond,  Va.  23227.  The  fee 
includes  the  right  to  make 
enough  copies  of  the  script  to 
produce  the  play. 

A  native  of  Ireland  of  Scot- 
tish descent,  Makemie  came  to 
Somerset  County  in  Maryland 
in  1683  and  lived  on  the  Eastern 
Shore  of  Maryland  and  Virginia 
until  his  death  in  1708.  He 
established  Presbyterian  churches 
in  the  two  colonies  and  preached 
along  the  Atlantic  seaboard. 

Makemie  was  moderator  of 
the  organizing  meeting  of  the 
first  presbytery  of  the  Presby- 
terian Church  in  Philadelphia 
in  1706. 


Historical  worship  recreated 


Five  liturgies  from  different 
eras  going  back  more  than  two 
thousand  years  are  available  to 
worship  leaders  who  want  to 
learn  about  the  evolution  of 
styles  of  worship  throughout 
history. 

The  series  includes  a  Jewish 
service  from  300  B.C.,  a  cata- 
comb service  from  155  A.D.,  a 


Reformation  service  from  1542, 
an  American  service  from  1776, 
and  a  "Wild  West"  service  from 
1880. 

The  Rev.  Lee  Hicks  compiled 
them;  they  are  available  for  $2.50 
from  him  at  Easton  Church, 
5895  S.  Elm  Ave.,  Fresno,  Cal. 
93706. 


What  happens  when  modern 
minister  hears  voice  of  God? 


By  Robert  Milks 
Editor 

Revelation,  by  Peggy  Payne, 
Simon  and  Schuster,  hardback, 
$18.95. 

Revelation  presents  us  with  a 
modern,  liberal,  well-educated 
Presbyterian  minister  who  hears, 
unmistakably,  the  voice  of  God. 
What  follows  when  he  tries  to  act 
on  his  experiences  provides  a 
story  that  doesn't  flag.  And  it  is 
of  particular  interest  because  the 
Rev.  Swain  Hammond  is  pastor 
of  a  fictional  church  in  Chapel 
Hill,  N.C. — and  thus  would  be  a 
member  of  the  Synod  of  the 
Mid- Atlantic. 

The  congregation  is  typical  of 
a  Presbyterian  church  in  a 
university  town;  the  members  do 
not  want  to  hear  from  their  min- 
ister that  God  has  spoken  directly 
to  him. 

Naturally,  Swain  finds  it  dif- 
ficult to  stand  up,  after  his  first 
experience,  and  tell  his  congrega- 
tion. He  forces  himself  to  do  it. 
At  that  point,  things  become  in- 
creasingly harder  for  Swain;  the 
congregation  seems  often  to  just 
ignore  what  he  is  saying,  many 
react,  to  his  frustration,  by  ex- 
pressing concern  about  his  health 
and  advising  him  to  see  a  doctor, 
many  make  it  clear  they  fear  he 
is  going  crazy,  and  all  do  not 
want  to  deal  with  what  is  at  the 
heart  of  Swain's  experiences  and 
his  message. 

The  last  aspect  becomes  the 
driving  force  of  the  story,  as 
Swain  takes  bigger  risks  to  try  to 
force  them  to  deal  with  it,  and 
becomes  more  desperate  at  his 
inability  to  succeed.  The  tension 
in  this  struggle,  and  in  the  ques- 


tion of  what  God  is  driving  him 
toward,  makes  surprisingly  sus- 
penseful  reading. 

Peggy  Payne  harnesses  that 
tension  skillfully  in  her  first 
novel.  Her  characters,  though 
many  do  not  grow  or  show  un- 
folding depth,  are,  almost  with- 
out exception,  sharply  realized, 
realistic  characters.  Their  reac- 
tions and  their  dialogue  seem 
real,  and  right. 

Payne  is  also  adept  at  pro- 
bably the  most  difficult  task  in 
the  writing:  the  encounters  with 
the  voice  of  God.  The  first  time, 
Swain  hears  the  voice,  saying, 
"Know  the  truth  is..."  Then: 

There  is  no  mistaking  the 
voice... He  stands  where  he 
stood,  feeling  all  through  him  the 
murmuring  life  of  each  of  his 
million  cells.  Each  of  them  at 
once.  He  feels  the  line  where  his 
two  lips  touch,  the  fingers  of  his 
left  hand  pressed  against  his  leg 
...His  bone  marrow  inside  him 
like  colonies  of  bees.  He  feels  the 
breath  pouring  in  and  out  of 
him,  through  the  damp  red 
passages  of  his  skull... the  force 
of  it  coursing  through  him.  The 
last  vowel,  the  "i"  of  "is,"  lies 
quivering  on  the  air  like  a  note 
struck  on  a  wineglass. 

It  is  important  to  note  that  this 
is  not  a  book  to  put  in  the  "reli- 
gious" genre;  it  is  a  mainstream 
novel.  The  author  uses  modern 
techniques  of  fiction — shifting 
viewpoints,  stream  of  conscious- 
ness— and  probes  psychological 
turmoil,  in  Swain's  case  stretch- 
ing far  back  into  his  past. 

And  it  contains  explicit  lan- 
guage and  graphic  descriptions 
of  sex  that  may  offend  some 


churchgoers.  If  you  are  one  of 
those,  you  may  want  to  avoid  the 
book. 

In  that  connection,  however, 
Eva  Stimson  raised  an  important 
point  in  a  recent  column  in  Pres- 
byterian Survey  asserting  that  the 
church  may  not  have  made  more 
impact  on  our  culture  because  it 
lacks  artists — and  does  not  re- 
gard them  seriously. 

"Sometimes,"  she  writes,  "the 
church  has  alienated  artists  by 
viewing  their  work  with  suspicion 
or  disapproval... We  come  across 
profanity  in  a  novel  and  protest, 
'How  could  that  have  been  writ- 
ten by  a  Christian?'  A  more  help- 
ful approach  is  to  affirm  the 
creative  effort." 

Revelation  illustrates  Stim- 
son's  thesis;  it  is  a  mainstream 
novel,  likely  to  be  read  by  many 
in  the  general  culture,  that  ad- 
dresses themes  of  religious  belief 
and  experience  in  the  modern 
world. 

And  Swain's  struggle  is  to 
force  his  congregation  to  address 
these  issues.  Late  in  the  novel,  his 
best  friend  finally  asks  him 
point-blank  to  make  in  one  sen- 
tence the  point  of  what  he  has 
been  trying  to  tell  them  all. 

"God's  as  real  as  a  station 
wagon,"  he  replies.  His  friend's 
reaction  symbolizes  the  attitude 
of  the  congregation — and  much 
of  modern  culture:  deep  down, 
they  don't  believe  that,  or  at  least 
they  do  not  know  what  to  be- 
lieve. Swain  tries  to  confront  that 
attitude  directly. 

And  in  the  end,  he  finds  his 
congregation  not  so  intractable 
as  he  thought,  in  a  conclusion 
that  affirms  and  reaches  a  pitch 
of  joy. 


Office  plans  encounter  setback 
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which  the  synod  owns.  Thus,  for 
the  synod  to  house  the  offices  on 
another  site  on  the  Union  cam- 
pus, the  Assembly  in  October 
will  have  to  approve  a  change  in 
the  original  motion. 

The  action  by  the  Neighbor- 
hood Association  is  final.  "In 
Richmond,  the  City  Council  will 
not  give  zoning  variances  where 
neighborhood  associations  ob- 
ject," Simms  said. 

The  seminary  is  offering  in- 


stead to  construct  a  new  building 
at  Mission  Court  on  campus, 
Simms  said;  it  would  be  the 
fourth  building,  completing  the 
quadrangle. 

In  light  of  these  developments, 
the  synod  may  need  to  reevaluate 
when  it  can  open  the  new  office, 
Simms  said.  Originally,  it  ex- 
pected to  open  the  renovated 
house  in  the  spring  of  1989. 

The  motion  the  synod  adopted 
last  winter  was  based  on  the  idea 
of  renovating  the  old  house,  then 
leasing  it  from  the  seminary  at  a 


nominal  cost.  The  synod,  under 
that  plan,  would  sell  its  building 
in  Raleigh  and  use  the  proceeds 
to  pay  for  renovations  and  for  an 
endowment,  income  from  which 
would  pay  for  maintenance  of 
the  offices. 

When  it  later  became  apparent 
that  the  house  was  in  such  con- 
dition that  renovation  would  not 
be  practical,  the  seminary  of- 
fered to  build  a  new  building  on 
the  site.  That  proposal  drew  the 
action  of  the  Neighborhood  As- 
sociation. 


Minority  students  prep  for 
college  in  summer  program 


A  group  of  black  high-school 
students  in  Charlotte,  N.C.,  may 
be  more  likely  candidates  for  col- 
lege after  participating  for  two 
years  in  a  program  operated  by 
Davidson  College  in  cooperation 
with  the  Charlotte-Mecklenburg 
Schools.  "Love  of  Learning" 
identifies  talented  students  from 
families  that  have  never  sent 
anyone  to  college  and  helps  them 
develop  skills,  motivation,  and 
self-esteem  necessary  for  success 
in  college. 

The  program  seems  to  be 
working.  Thomas  Kirkley,  for 
example,  is  a  rising  senior  at 


West  Charlotte  High  School  who 
spent  his  second  month-long  ses- 
sion at  Davidson  this  summer. 

"My  SAT  scores  went  from 
770  to  1060  after  last  summer, 
and  I  hope  they'll  go  up  again 
when  I  take  the  test  in  August," 
he  said.  "We  have  fun  while 
we're  learning,  we  get  a  head 
start  on  tough  subjects  like  cal- 
culus, and  best  of  all,  we're  like 
brothers  and  sisters — we  help 
each  other  out  when  there's 
something  we  don't  under- 
stand." 

Davidson  started  the  program 
in  response  to  the  shrinking 


Burkette  assumes  presidency 
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ville,  N.C.,  will  be  director  of 
student  affairs;  Bobby  Aldrich, 
formerly  director  of  financial 
aid,  will  be  nominated  as  direc- 
tor of  business  and  financial  af- 
fairs; and  the  Rev.  Jonyrma 
Elliott  will  be  director  of  admis- 
sions and  college  chaplain. 

In  addition,  Dr.  Robert  Shep- 
herd will  continue  as  academic 
dean. 

Burkette  said  he  will  also  build 
a  strong  relationship  with  the 
community.  "An  intentional  ef- 
fort will  be  made  to  build  strong 
bridges  with  all  segments  of  the 
community,  both  civic  and  religi- 
ous," he  said. 

In  reaction  to  the  new  presi- 
dent, secretary  Sheila  Scott  said. 


"I  think  everyone  seems  to  be  en- 
thused about  his  apopintment 
and  what  he  is  already  beginning 
to  do."  Public  Relations  Direc- 
tor Melvin  Walton  said  that  his 
talks  with  students,  faculty, 
staff,  and  others  indicated  they 
were  impressed  with  the  new 
president.  "The  spirit  and  excite- 
ment is  very  high  at  the  college," 
he  said. 

Burkette  is  a  native  of  Detroit, 
Mich.,  and  a  graduate  of  Living- 
stone College  in  Salisbury,  N.C., 
the  Interdenominational  Theo- 
logical Center  in  Atlanta,  and 
United  Theological  Seminary  in 
St.  Paul,  Minn.  He  served  pas- 
torates in  Portsmouth,  Va.,  and 
St.  Paul  and  taught  philosophy 
at  Norfolk  State  University. 


Grants  for  programs  aid 
new,  small  churches 


New  or  small  churches  in  the 
Synod  of  the  Mid-Atlantic  may 
apply  for  money  for  program- 
ming from  the  New  and  Small 
Church  Grant  Fund.  Generally, 
"new"  means  no  more  than  two 
or  three  years  old,  while  "small" 
means  no  more  than  200  to  250 
members. 

The  grants  usually  go  to  pro- 
grams the  churches  operate  or 
propose,  rather  than  for  capital 
needs.  They  do  not  exceed  $2,500 
and  are  one-time  grants. 

The  Grant  Fund  was  a  pro- 
gram of  the  old  Synod  of  North 
Carolina  for  a  number  of  years. 
Three  legacies  provided  the  in- 
come for  the  funds;  one  of  those 
has  expired,  and  the  amount 
available  this  year  is  less  than  in 
previous  years. 

Nevertheless,  the  Raleigh  of- 
fice of  the  synod  will  receive  ap- 


plications through  October  1, 
and  churches  throughout  the 
Synod  of  the  Mid-Atlantic,  not 
just  in  North  Carolina,  may 
apply. 

The  budget  committee  of  the 
old  synod  will  decide  on  grant 
recipients  in  the  late  fall,  said 
Russell  Roebuck,  moderator  of 
the  committee. 

Some  examples  of  projects  re- 
ceiving grants  in  the  past  are:  a 
city  church  with  many  older 
members  in  a  neighborhood  with 
many  young  families  started  a 
day-care  center;  a  new  church 
ran  newspaper  ads  promoting 
itself;  a  small-town  church 
helped  unemployed  people;  other 
churches  started  special  pro- 
grams for  the  eldely  in  their  con- 
gregations or  for  the  youths  in 
their  communities. 


Hymnbook  divided  into  sections 


The  new  Presbyterian  hymn- 
book  will  be  divided  into  several 
sections,  LindaJo  McKim,  the 
editor,  has  indicated. 

The  first  section  will  be  on  the 
Christian  Year,  including  songs 
for  Advent,  Christmas,  Ephi- 


phany,  Baptism  of  Christ,  Trans- 
figuration of  Christ,,  Ash  Wed- 
nesday, Lent,  Palm  Sunday, 
Holy  Week,  Easter,  Day  of 
Pentecost,  Trinity,  Christ  the 
King,  and  special  occasions. 
There  will  be  five  sections. 


number  of  black  students  enroll- 
ing in  college.  "Love  of  Learn- 
ing" began  with  29  rising  juniors 
last  summer;  they  studied  En- 
glish, using  black  literature  and 
history;  math;  preparing  for  the 
SAT;  self-esteem,  community 
service,  how  to  study,  and  how 
to  manage  time;  and  physical 
fitness. 

This  summer,  22  rising  seniors 
took  part;  the  program  also  ex- 
panded to  add  31  rising  ninth 
graders.  As  the  program  be- 
comes established,  it  will  stress 
early  intervention:  identifying 
promising  black  students  in  the 
eighth  grade  and  involving  them 
in  a  five-year  program  during 
both  the  summer  and  the  aca- 
demic year. 

Although  the  program  empha- 
sizes academic  skills,  its  most  im- 
portant goal  is  building  self- 
esteem.  This  year's  schedule  in- 
cludes math,  English,  science, 
physical  education,  preparing  for 
the  SAT,  and  leadership  training. 

"All  the  teachers  will  try  to 
connect  concepts  learned  in  the 
classroom  to  the  kids'  lives  and 
career  interests,"  said  Brenda 
Tapia,  the  program's  director. 
"Classroom  materials  will  in- 
clude thumbnail  biographies  of 
famous  blacks  who  have  excelled 
in  their  particular  disciplines." 


Information  number 

The  toll-free  information 
number  of  the  General 
Assembly,  Presbytel,  is 
1-800-UP2DATE.  It  can  pro- 
vide information  and  re- 
ferrals. 


Changing  of  the  guard 

Two  new  leaders  met  recently  to  continue  an  historic  relation- 
ship between  their  institutions.  Dr.  Edwin  Stock  (left)  and  Dr. 
Garrett  Briggs  are  shown  on  the  campus  of  Peace  College. 
Briggs  is  the  new  president  of  the  Presbyterian  junior  college 
for  women  in  Raleigh,  N.C.;  he  assumed  office  early  in  July. 
Stock  is  the  new  pastor  of  First  Presbyterian  Church  in  Raleigh; 
he  assumed  his  new  role  in  late  June 

The  two  institutions  have  an  81-year  bond.  At  one  point,  the 
church  owned  the  college  and  trustees  came  from  the  session. 
In  recent  years,  the  church  has  been  the  primary  Presbyterian 
institutional  supporter  of  the  college. 

Both  men  succeed  leaders  who  served  for  years  at  the  institu- 
tions. Briggs  succeeds  Dr.  David  Frazier,  who  led  Peace  Col- 
lege for  23  years.  Stock  succeeds  Dr.  Albert  G.  Edwards,  who 
was  pastor  at  First  Church  for  28  years. 

The  church  and  college  each  conduct  some  activities  that  in- 
volve the  other. 

Briggs  said  the  relationship  between  the  two  is  a  top  priority 
because  he  sees  religion  as  a  morally  important  part  of  student 
development. 

Lean,  flexible  synod  seen 
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itiating,  and  connectional. 

"Responsive"  means  the 
synod  would  react  to  the  concern 
of  one  or  more  presbyteries  on  a 
subject  by  calling  a  consultation, 
at  which  participants  would  list 
needs  and  resources  and  discuss 
how  to  address  the  needs.  As  a 
result,  the  partners  could  bring 
existing  resources  to  bear  on  the 
need,  or  they  could  plan  a  new, 
shared  program  or  actions. 

The  synod  might  be  involved 
in  the  follow-up,  or  it  might  end 
its  involvement  after  bringing 
several  presbyteries  together  in 
mission.  In  addition,  the  follow- 
up  could  involve  other  partners 
—  the  General  Assembly,  for  ex- 
ample, or  ecumenical  groups. 

"Initiating"  means  a  group  in 


the  synod  that  found  a  need  or 
opportunity  would  through  the 
Synod  Council  invite  presbyteries 
to  a  consultation. 

"Connectional"  means  the 
synod  would  join  with  the  Gen- 
eral Assembly  or  other  synods  in 
regional  mission. 

The  formation  of  the  new 
synod  in  this  region  presents 
Presbyterians  with  "a  rare  chal- 
lenge to  exemplify  the  Presby- 
terian system  at  its  best,"  the 
document  says.  "Both  [the 
synod's]  own  newness  and  the 
partnering  style  itself  afford  the 
synod  an  unusual  opportunity  to 
build  trust  and  respect." 

Serving  on  the  writing  team 
were  John  Handley,  John  Ben- 
nett, Elenora  Ivory,  Julie  Helms, 
and  Lowelle  Simms. 


Assembly  moves  its  N.Y., 
Atlanta  offices  to  Louisville 


Presbyterian  News  Service — 
The  Presbyterian  Church  (U.S.A.) 
is  on  the  move.  After  five  years 
of  planning  reunion,  the  church 
actually  began  to  move  its  head- 
quarters into  one  location  recent- 
ly, on  the  schedule  announced  a 
year  ago. 

Staff  was  to  be  in  the  new 
building  and  it  was  to  be  opera- 
tional by  August  15,  said  S. 
David  Stoner,  executive  director 
of  the  General  Assembly  Coun- 
cil. This  was  the  original  goal  set, 
so  that  staff  could  move  from 
Atlanta  and  New  York  before 
the  school  year  begins. 

Actual  moving  of  files  and 
equipment  began  July  27  when 
the  vans  loaded  up  in  New  York 
at  475  Riverside  Drive.  The 
following  day,  the  vans  loaded  in 
Atlanta  at  341  Ponce  de  Leon. 
These  two  headquarters  will  now 
become  100  Witherspoon  Street, 


Louisville,  Ky.  40202-1396. 

Atlanta  equipment  began 
moving  into  the  new  head- 
quarters in  Louisville  on  July  31 
and  New  York  equipment  on 
August  1 .  The  staff  began  mov- 
ing into  office  space  August  3. 
The  Louisville-based  staff,  which 
has  been  headquartered  tempor- 
arily on  the  19th  floor  of  the 
Humana  Building,  began  moving 
August  13.  Most  of  the  staff  was 
expected  to  be  in  place  by  August 
15. 

The  Office  of  Worship  at 
Louisville  Seminary  was  to  move 
August  12.  A  few  units  had  some 
delay  for  various  reasons.  The 
Central  Treasury  Corporation, 
the  Church  Vocations  Unit,  and 
the  Women's  Unit  moved  out  of 
New  York  August  17-19  and  into 
Louisville  August  22-24.  Also  in- 
cluded in  this  group  was  a  por- 
tion of  the  Office  of  the  General 
Assembly  out  of  New  York.  The 


Atlanta  Office  of  the  General 
Assembly  moved  with  the  initial 
move  out  of  Atlanta  July  28. 

The  Presbyterian  Foundation 
will  move  into  the  Jeffersonville, 
Ind.,  location  over  Labor  Day 
weekend.  Publishing  services  will 
remain  in  Atlanta  and  Philadel- 
phia until  some  time  in  1989. 

"This  is  an  exciting  time  for 
the  church,"  Stoner  said.  "It  has 
been  long  anticipated  and  is  hap- 
pening on  schedule.  We  do  ask 
the  understanding  of  all  Presby- 
terians as  staff  moves  both  their 
home  furnishings  and  their  office 
equipment  and  files. 

"Services  will  continue,  but  we 
ask  for  your  patience.  Some  cor- 
respondence and  some  telephone 
calls  may  be  delayed,"  Stoner 
added. 

The  new  telephone  n  i  cr  at 
100  Witherspoon  igusl 
1  is  (502)  569-500 
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New  Castle  engages  in  an 
extensive  self-study  process 


A  specially  called  meeting  of 
New  Castle  Presbytery's  Council 
on  June  30  endorsed  the  concepts 
of  a  self-study  process  for  the 
presbytery.  The  basic  outline  was 
presented  to  the  Council  by  Act- 
ing Executive  Robert  Bolt. 
Council  then  suggested  some 
names  for  a  task  force  to  oversee 
the  study.  Members  of  the  task 
force  are  being  recruited  now. 

The  diagram  used  to  explain 
aspects  of  the  study  emphasizes 
the  inter-related  process  that  con- 
nects all  parts  of  the  study.  It 
provides  for  feedback  and  for 
sharing  between  all  the  groups 
involved  in  order  to  confirm  the 
needs  that  are  expressed. 

The  study  recognizes  that  our 
entire  denomination  is  in  a  time 
of  transition  with  the  relocation 
of  the  offices  of  General 
Assembly,  the  new  ministry 
units,  the  shaping  of  the  new 
Synod  of  the  Mid-Altantic,  and 
new  boundaries  of  presbyteries 
within  the  new  synod. 

Transition  is  occurring  in  New 
Castle  Presbytery  also.  The 
retirement  of  clergy  who  entered 
the  ministry  after  World  War  II 
has  created  a  large  number  of 
vacancies.  The  retirement  of 


Robert  B.  Moore  as  executive 
presbyter  marks  the  end  of  an  era 
in  the  life  of  the  presbytery. 
Church  sessions  involved 

The  self-study  will  involve  the 
sessions  of  all  55  congregations. 
Each  church  will  have  an  oppor- 
tunity to  review  its  ministry  and 
mission  and  express  what  it  ex- 
pects from  presbytery,  and  what 
help  it  needs  to  fulfill  its  own 
ministry  and  mission. 

Cluster  gatherings  of  churches 
will  provide  a  format  to  explore 
areas  of  commonality  and  joint 
need. 

Committees  involved 

The  process  of  study  will  ad- 
dress the  increasing  number  of 
committees  that  exist.  It  will  ex- 
plore new  ways  to  do  the  work 
of  the  presbytery,  and  how  to 
restructure  the  presbytery  in  light 
of  the  new  ministry  units  of  the 
General  Assembly,  and  the  new 
structure  of  the  Synod  of  the 
Mid-Atlantic. 
Community  concerns 

Groups  outside  the  normal 
structure  of  the  presbytery  will  be 
invited  to  address  the  major 
issues  and  concerns  that  the 
church  and  the  world  face, 
especially  in  the  last  decade  of 


this  century.  The  results  will  be 
generated  by  sessions  and  the 
committees  of  presbytery,  as  well 
as  various  community  groups. 
Four  results  expected 

From  all  the  information  col- 
lected by  the  process,  four  results 
are  expected: 

1.  A  statement  of  priorities 
for  the  ministry  and  mission  of 
New  Castle  Presbytery. 

2.  Budget  recommendations 
for  the  administrative  budget, 
the  mission  budget,  the  Speer 
Trust,  and  the  development  of  a 
prospectus  for  the  coming 
Bicentennial  Fund.  This  infor- 
mation will  also  be  useful  in 
discussions  about  Mission  Part- 
nership funds  in  consultation 
with  the  Synod  and  General 
Assembly. 

3.  Recommendations  about 
the  office  location,  an  item  that 
was  raised  at  the  time  of  a  fire  at 
presbytery  office. 

4.  A  proposal  for  staffing 
design  based  on  the  needs  of 
churches,  the  structure  of  the 
presbytery,  and  a  new  staffing 
rationale.  This  will  provide  the 
base  for  the  search  process  for  an 
executive  presbyter,  and  any  ad- 
ditional staff  required. 


Youths  work 
on  homes 
in  mountains 

Ten  young  people  from 
MacPherson  and  Sardis  chur- 
ches in  Fayetteville  Presbytery 
participated  in  a  mission  work 
camp  in  the  Appalachian 
mountains  of  West  Virginia 
during  June.  Accompanying 
the  group  were  the  Rev.  Will 
Gaines,  pastor  of  the  Sardis 
Church;  Fred  Patton,  an  elder 
from  MacPherson;  and  Ellen 
Smith  from  MacPherson. 

During  the  week-long  camp 
the  group  worked  on  in- 
dividual residences  of  older 
adults  and  families  in  a  rural 
area  about  50  miles  south  of 
Huntington.  They  rebuilt 
sagging  porches  and  steps, 
repaired  leaking  roofs, 
painted  several  homes,  and 
even  constructed  several  out- 
buildings for  area  residents. 
During  the  evening  the  entire 
group  participated  in  Bible 
es  and  recreation. 


Montgomery  County  part  of  'E' 


(Editor's  note:  This  article  also 
appears  on  the  Mecklenburg 
Presbytery  page.) 

The  six  Presbyterian  churches 
in  Montgomery  County  and 
Mecklenburg  Presbytery  chur- 
ches are  reuniting  in  a  very  real 
sense.  In  1916  the  six  churches 
were  included  within  the  bounds 
of  Mecklenburg.  For  56  years 
there  was  a  partnership  among 
the  churches  until  presbytery 
lines  were  again  redrawn  (1972) 
and  Montgomery  County  be- 
came a  part  of  Fayetteville 
Presbytery.  The  oldest  churches, 
Mt.  Gilead  and  Macedonia,  were 
organized  in  the  late  1700's  and 
early  1800's. 

The  churches  range  in  size 
from  60  members  to  160.  Church 
projects  include  a  clothing  closet, 
a  remedial  after-school  tutorial 
program  for  younger  elementary 
children,  and  providing  space  for 
meetings  of  civic  and  service- 
related  groups — including  a  nar- 
cotics anonymous  group  at  one 
church. 


Also,  churches  often  pool 
resources  to  provide  for  wider 
participation  in  service  and  mis- 
sion events.  Late  this  winter  they 
sponsored  a  Mission  Fair.  Over 
100  persons  came  together  to 
hear  a  speaker  and  see  displays 
from  Korea.  The  Biscoe  and 
Troy  churches  jointly  sponsor  a 
CROP  walk  in  the  fall. 

The  Presbyterian  churches 
participate  in  the  ecumenical 
community.  There  are  joint 
Thanksgiving  services  and  Bible 
Schools.  A  new  program — 
Montgomery  County  Churches 
In  Action — has  been  organized 
to  meet  long-term  chronic  needs 
in  the  community.  Two  iden- 
tified needs  are  for  funding 
meals-on-wheels  and  for  housing 
for  growing  Hispanic  and  Lao- 
tian communities.  The  Candor 
Church  hosts  a  festival  in  the  fall 
which  provides  for  a  communi- 
ty gathering  and  fun  day. 

This  spirit  of  co-operation  and 
ecumenical  partnership  will  be  a 
good  example  in  leading  the  way 
for  Presbytery  "E." 


AMONG  THE 
PRESBYTERIES 

News  from  around  the  Synod 


Black  church  source  of 
strength,  Concord  told 


"In  the  midst  of  dehumaniz- 
ing experiences  the  black  church 
gave  black  people  strength  and 
identity,"  said  Dr.  Rita  Dixon  of 
the  Racial  Ethnic  Unit  of  the 
General  Assembly  as  she  ad- 
dressed the  delegates  to  the  Con- 
cord Presbytery  meeting  on  Fri- 
day, June  17,  at  Lees-McRae 
College. 

"The  black  church  allowed 
black  people  to  feel  that  God  was 
in  their  midst,"  she  said.  "It 
reaffirmed  to  blacks  that  they 
were  somebody;  not  just  some- 
one to  wash  dishes.  On  Sunday 
blacks  went  to  church  and  there 
they  were  affirmed  as  people 
made  in  the  image  of  God." 

She  added  that  "when  people 
are  dehumanized  they  come  to 
see  themselves  as  inferior.  It  robs 
people  of  initiative  and  pride, 
and  it  takes  a  long  time  to  get 
over.  This  has  been  the  black  ex- 
perience in  America.  That  is  why 
the  church  is  so  important  to 
blacks.  Is  there  any  wonder  then 
that  blacks  come  into  this  new 
denomination  with  fear  about 
what  will  happen  to  their 
church?" 

In  response  to  Dixon,  Dr. 
O'Hyun  Park  said:  "It  is  time  to 
take  off  our  masks  whether  they 


Dr.  Rita  Dixon 

be  white,  black,  yellow,  or  red 
and  to  be  touched  by  the  Holy 
Spirit.  We  must  not  forget  the 
roads  we  have  traveled  but  we 
must  realize  there  are  many 
roads  to  God." 

Evelyn  Terry,  an  elder  at 
Dellabrook  Church,  said,  "we 
must  let  go  and  let  God  be  God. 
Trusting  in  God  will  not  limit 
anyone." 

The  Rev.  Carlton  Eversley, 
pastor  of  the  Dellabrook  church, 
said  black  churches  have  seen 
their  role  as  prophetic  while  the 
white  churches  have  emphasized 
the  priestly  function,  that  is,  the 
support  and  care  of  persons. 
"The  two  styles  will  not  be  easy 
to  merge,"  Eversley  said. 


Workshop  on  teaching 
skills  scheduled  for  fall 

2-month  Orange  Presbytery  series 
will  train  teachers  of  teachers 


Question:  What  is  better  than 
having  a  number  of  your 
teachers  go  to  be  trained  as 
teachers?  Answer:  Have  several 
of  your  teachers  trained  to  in 
turn  train  your  other  teachers  at 
home. 

The  National  Teacher  Educa- 
tion Program  now  located  in 
Durham,  N.C.,  is  offering  a 
"Superflex  design"  of  its 
Teaching  Skills  Institute  this  fall 
in  Durham.  The  course  will  be 
offered  on  Tuesday  and  Wednes- 
day evenings,  and  Wednesday 
mornings. 

The  participants  attend  just 
one  of  the  three  sections  each 
week  and  at  their  convenience; 
this  may  vary  from  week  to 
week.  The  course  begins  with  the 
13th/ 14th  of  September  and  con- 
cludes on  November  8/10. 

The  course  covers  the  essen- 
tials of  good  teaching  for 
teachers  of  preschool  through 
adult  and  intergenerational 
classes.  The  participants  prepare 
a  trlior-made  model  of  its  con- 
sent for  in  turn  training  teachers 
of  their  church.  It  is  recommend- 
ed that  at  least  two  attend  from 
a  given  church.  Two  or  more  can 
better  think  through  the  best 
model  and  how  they  will  team 
teach  it. 

Donald  Cooper,  former  staff 
associate  of  Orange  Presbytery, 
will  direct  the  course.  It  is  being 
co-sponsored  by  Durham  Tech- 
nical Community  College.  Per- 
sons interested  may  take  the 
course  for  four  continuing 
education  units,  a  helpful  bonus 
for  professional  teachers.  Watts 


Street  Baptist  Church,  800  Watts 
Street,  near  the  east  campus  of 
Duke  University  is  offering  its 
facilities  for  the  event. 

Cooper  encourages  the  inex- 
perienced teacher  to  take  it.  He 
says  sometimes  that  person  com- 
pletes the  course  being  a  more  ef- 
fective teacher  than  those  of  ex- 
perience, for  he  or  she  will  have 
fewer  bad  habits  to  undo. 

"Through  the  years  we  have 
had  many  pastors  and  DCEs 
take  the  course,"  he  said.  "Quite 
often  the  practical  teacher  train- 
ing this  offers  is  not  available  in 
seminaries.  What  we  do  is  short 
on  theory  and  long  on  the 
practical." 

Cooper  advises  those  interest- 
ed to  contact  him  for  the  com- 
plete schedule  as  certain  key  days 
must  be  reserved  during  the 
three-month  period.  Even 
though  the  schedule  is  very  relax- 
ed, it  does  have  some  required 
dates.  Those  who  wish  to  take  it 
for  CEUs  will  need  to  attend  on 
Tuesdays. 

One  of  the  Institute's  skill 
blocks  is  on  inexpensive  class- 
room media.  This  may  be  taken 
separately  by  those  unable  to 
take  the  entire  Institute. 

The  fee  for  the  full  Institute  is 
$120.  There  is  no  extra  charge 
for  those  taking  it  for  CEUs.  The 
fee  for  the  media  workshop  is 
$25. 

For  additional  brochures  or 
for  more  information  regarding 
the  course  and  its  schedule  call  or 
write  Donald  Cooper,  NTEP, 
2504  Roxboro  St.,  Durham,  N.C., 
27704.  Phone  1-800-528-2805. 
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Youths  attend  conference 


Stephen  J.,  a  resident  of  the 
Preparation  for  Adult  Living 
(PAL)  program  in  the  Adoles- 
cent Center,  attended  the  Broy- 
hill  Leadership  Conference  on 
June  22-26  at  the  Davidson  Col- 
lege campus,  in  Davidson,  N.C. 

Stephen,  who  is  17  and  a  ris- 
ing senior  at  South  Iredell  High 
School,  received  a  scholarship 
enabling  him  to  attend  the  con- 
ference. He  was  one  of  over  100 
high-school  juniors  and  seniors 
who  attended. 

The  goal  of  the  conference, 
sponsored  by  the  Broyhill  Foun- 
dation, is.  to  teach  leadership  to 
young  people.  Conference  coun- 
selors attempt  to  teach  initiative, 
strength,  and  better  self- 
understanding. 

Pedro  Castillo,  life-skills  coor- 
dinator at  the  PAL  program, 
said  that  Stephen  returned  from 
the  conference  very  excited  and 
optimistic  about  his  future. 

"Stephen  seems  to  have  a 
more  positive  attitude  about 
himself  now  than  before  he  at- 
tended the  conference,"  said 
Castillo.  "He  trys  to  see  situa- 
tions more  objectively  than  he 
did  in  the  past.  Stephen  is  very 
proud  of  the  certificate  he  was 
awarded  for  completing  the  con- 
ference. In  fact,  he  is  consider- 
ing the  option  he  has  of  apply- 
ing as  a  junior  counselor  at  next 
year's  conference." 

Stephen  lived  in  Caldwell  Cot- 
tage, where  he  successfully  com- 
pleted the  Adolescent  Center 
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Stephen  proudly  displays  his  Certificate  of  Participation. 


Program.  He  has  lived  at  the 
PAL  program  for  one  and  a  half 
years,  and  is  very  active  at  South 
Iredell,  where  he  is  a  member  of 
the  Forresters  singing  group  and 
the  drama  club.  He  is  also  a 
member  of  a  dance  troupe  in 
Statesville. 

Two  of  the  opportunities  for 
youths  in  the  PAL  program  is 
that  they  can  attend  public 
school  and  they  can  have  part- 
time  jobs.  This  helps  youths  to 
learn  life  skills  and  to  form  rela- 
tionships with  adults  and  peers  in 
the  community. 

Stephen  has  a  part-time  job 
working  with  after-school-age 
children  at  the  Family  and  Child 
Development  Center,  another 
program  at  Barium  Springs 
Home  for  Children. 

As  for  his  future,  Stephen 


plans  to  finish  school  at  South 
Iredell  and  go  on  to  Mitchell 
Community  College,  where  he 
will  study  either  social  work  or 
fashion  design.  But  whatever  he 
decides,  we  wish  him  the  best  and 
have  confidence  he  will  succeed. 


...Or 
So  It 
Seems 


On  this  bright  and  beautiful 
day,  20  four-year-old  children 
from  the  Day  Care  Center  are 
taking  a  walk  around  the  cam- 
pus. One  stops  to  look  into  a 
hollow  stump  and  is  soon  joined 
by  six  others.  Another  is  practic- 
ing walking  on  the  pieces  of  slate 
laid  unevenly  by  the  side  of  the 
main  office. 

As  the  office  staff  gathers  at 
the  front  door,  several  children 
climb  the  steps  and  wave  through 
the  glass  door.  One  is  wearing  a 
ball  cap  several  sizes  too  large 
causing  his  ears  to  sag.  At  the  in- 
sistence of  their  caregivers,  they 
continue  their  wandering  stroll 


Earle  Frazier,  ACSW 
Executive  Director 

toward  the  Day  Care  Center  to 
prepare  for  lunch. 

They  seem  to  be  such  a  con- 
tented lot;  busy  learning  all  they 
must  learn  about  their  world  be- 
fore taking  that  world  on.  And 
I  silently  hope  that  the  experi- 
ences here  will  help  prepare  them 
to  cope  successfully  with  that 
world  and  avoid  the  problems 
encountered  by  all  too  many 
youth  and  young  adults. 


PAL  youths  go  on  field  trip; 
tour  Washington  D.C.  area 


Teaching  position  added 


A  new  position  became  avail- 
able at  the  Adolescent  Center 
School  beginning  July  1.  With 
funds  provided  from  a  federal 
program  called  ESIA  (Elemen- 
tary and  Secondary  Improve- 
ment Act),  a  resource  teacher  will 
be  hired  to  plan  and  implement 
a  supplemental  remedial  pro- 
gram in  reading  and  math  at  the 
school. 

Abe  Wilkinson,  director  of  the 
Adolescent  Center,  said  ESIA 
administers  funds  by  states  to 
counties  of  schools  needing  such 
resource  teachers. 

Wilkinson  said  that  each  child 
coming  into  care  at  the  Adoles- 
cent Center  is  tested  for  perfor- 
mance in  school  subjects  and 
placed  in  classes  according  to 
performance  level.  This  perfor- 
mance scale  ranges  from  basic  to 
intermediate  to  advanced. 

Youths  testing  below  basic  in 
reading  and  math  would  be  re- 
ferred to  the  new  resource 
teacher,  who  in  turn  would  set  up 
an  IEP  (Individual  Education 
Plan)  for  each  child. 

"Some  youth  would  be  placed 
in  a  remedial  reading  or  math 
class,"  said  Wilkinson.  "How- 
ever, reading  and  math  remedia- 
tion could  also  be  provided  in 
content  areas  such  as  science, 
social  studies,  and  health." 

Wilkinson  said  the  youths  are 
tested  again  before  they  leave  the 
Adolescent  Center  to  see  how 
much,  if  any,  progress  they  have 
made  in  their  education.  The 


ESIA  teacher  would  also  test  the 
youths  who  participate  in  the 
remedial  programs,  and  those 
test  results  would  be  reported  to 
the  Educational  Coordinator  of 
the  Adolescent  Program,  and  the 
ESIA  Coordinator  for  the  Iredell 
County  Schools. 

"About  one-third  of  the  youth 
in  our  program  need  a  remedial 
class  in  reading  or  math,"  said 
Wilkinson.  "We  have  high  hopes 
that  this  position  will  take  care 
of  that  need." 


Five  residents  and  two  staff 
from  the  Preparation  for  Adult 
Living  (PAL)  program  went  on 
a  trip  to  Washington,  D.C.  June 
17-19.  The  trip  was  a  learning  ex- 
perience for  all  seven  of  them. 

While  in  Washington  the 
group  stayed  at  the  William  Penn 
House  only  five  blocks  from  the 
Capitol. 

Pedro  Castillo,  life-skills  coor- 
dinator for  PAL,  said  the  group 
walked  all  over  the  city,  visiting 
the  Capitol,  the  Washington 
Memorial,  and  several  museums, 
including  the  Smithsonian. 

"Most  of  our  youth  have 
never  been  in  a  large  city,"  said 
Pedro.  "So  it  was  an  experience 
for  them  just  to  ride  the  subway. 
One  thing  we  could  not  get  over 
was  the  number  of  foreigners  we 
saw.  Everywhere  you  turned 
there  were  so  many  different 
races  of  people  speaking  so  many 
different  languages.  It  was  very 
interesting  just  to  watch  the  peo- 
ple around  us." 


Pedro,  who  is  from  Peru,  said 
he  was  proud  to  be  able  to  share 
some  of  his  culture  with  the 
group  one  evening  by  taking 
everyone  to  a  Peruvian  restaur- 
ant, where  they  enjoyed  authen- 
tic Peruvian  dishes  served  by 
Peruvian  people. 


"Everyone  really  enjoyed  the 
meal,"  said  Pedro.  "I  know  so 
much  about  my  residents'  back- 
grounds, I  think  it  helps  them 
relate  better  to  me  as  a  staff 
member  and  as  a  friend  to  know 
a  little  bit  more  about  my 
background." 


Alumni  News 


While  in  Washington  the  group  visited  the  Capitol.  This  picture 
was  taken  by  Pedro  Castillo  from  the  steps  of  the  Capitol 
overlooking  the  Washington  Memorial.  From  left  to  right  are 
Lee  M.,  Wilma  L.,  Deborah  Johnson  (staff),  Shannon  M., 
Stephen  J.,  and  James  G. 


Dana  Robert  Armstrong,  31, 
died  July  16  as  the  result  of  a 
swimming  accident  at  Cedar 
Point,  N.C.  Dana  grew  up  at 
Barium  Springs  Home  for  Child- 
ren, graduating  from  South 
Iredell  High  School  in  1975. 

He  was  born  on  November  22, 
1956,  to  Mrs.  Rebecca  Ingram 
Armstrong,  who  preceded  him  in 
death.  He  was  employed  by  the 
Iredell  County  Schools  as  a 
social-studies  teacher  at  West 
Iredell  High  School. 

Survivors  include  one  brother, 
James  Calvin  Armstrong  of 
Parkton;  two  sisters,  Mrs. 
Dianna  Westerfield  of  Charlotte 
and  Miss  Donna  Armstrong  of 
Fayetteville;  maternal  grand- 
mother, Mrs.  Diana  Ingram  of 
Parkton,  and  paternal  grand- 
mother, Mrs.  Clyde  Armstrong 
of  Fayetteville. 


William  Lee  Davidson  John- 
ston, 76,  and  Class  of  1929,  died 
July  16  in  Birmingham, 
Alabama. 

Johnston  was  the  son  of  the 
late  Joseph  B.  Johnston,  super- 
intendent of  Barium  Springs 
Home  for  Children  from  1922  to 
1949.  A  long-time  resident  of 
Montevallo,  Alabama,  Johnston 
was  a  member  of  the  First  Pres- 
byterian Church,  the  Rotary 
Club,  the  Retired  Men's  Rail- 
road Club,  and  the  Shelby  Coun- 
ty and  State  Historical  Society. 

Survivors  include  his  wife, 
Mrs.  Nell  S.  Johnston;  daugh- 
ters, Jane  Donaldson  of  Shef- 
field, Ala.,  and  Mary  Murphy  of 
Idaho  Falls,  Idaho;  and  a 
brother,  Dr.  Joseph  B.  John- 
ston Jr.  of  McLean,  Va. 


In  Memory  —  In  Honor 

Barium  Springs  Home  for  Children 


Donor  

Address 


IN  MEMORY 

My  gift  of  $  

I  wish  to  Z  Honor 


IN  HONOR 

 is  enclosed. 

Z  Remember 


Name  of 

Honoree  or  Deceased 
Address  


On  the  occasion  of   

Date  of  death  if  applicable 

Survivor  to  notify   

Address  


Relationship  of  survivor  to  honoree 


P.O.  Box  1.  Barium  Sorines.  NC  28010 
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The  Ghana 
Connection 

Exchange  program 
enriches  community 

Three  years  ago,  the  first  dele- 
gation of  faculty  and  students 
from  Union  Seminary  spent  the 
January  term  in  Ghana  studying 
the  Presbyterian  Church  there. 
Members  of  the  "Ghana 
Group,"  as  these  delegations 
have  come  to  be  called,  were  able 
to  investigate  faith  development 
in  a  non-western  culture. 

They  observed  the  emotional 
and  spiritual  vitality  typical  of 
Ghanaians'  indigenous  worship, 
and  were  able  to  share  their  love 
of  God  with  authentic  enthu- 
siasm in  the  context  of  a  different 
culture.  The  group  returned  to 
seminary  with  a  renewed  vision 
of  worship  and  celebration,  re- 
flecting about  ways  American 
worship  might  include  meaning- 
ful elements  of  contemporary 
American  culture. 

Each  year  since  then,  the  sem- 
inary's relationships  with  the 
Presbyterian  Church  of  Ghana, 
the  Evangelical  Presbyterian 
Church  of  Ghana,  and  Trinity 
College  have  been  strengthened 
through  this  travel  seminar  and 
exchange  program.  The  Rev. 
Frederick  Lawluvi  and  the  Rev. 
C.K.  Ahorble  were  the  first  ex- 
change participants  from  Ghana 


Scholarship  fund  for 
West  Virginia  students 
established  at  UTS 


Professors,  students,  and  community  friends  join  the  Rev. 
Frederick  Lawluvi  in  a  joyous  Ghanaian  dance. 


and  have  recently  completed  a 
year  of  study  at  UTS.  Their  will- 
ingness to  share  their  understan- 
ding of  the  gospel  and  demon- 
strate the  music  and  dance  tradi- 
tions common  to  Ghanaian  wor- 
ship have  enriched  the  life  of  the 
UTS  community  over  the  last 
year. 

In  September,  two  young 
church  leaders  from  the  Presby- 
terian Church  of  Ghana  will  ar- 
rive on  campus.  They  will  spend 
a  third  of  their  time  in  academic 
study.  In  their  remaining  time 
they  will  serve  as  staff  members 
of  a  local  Presbyterian  church, 
taking  part  in  its  work  and  wor- 
ship, and  will  serve  as  resources 
to  the  seminary  and  congrega- 
tions in  our  constituency.  Both 


Ghanaian  pastors  preach  and 
teach  effectively  in  English,  and 
any  churches  wishing  to  arrange 
a  visit  should  contact  Dean  Bill 
Arnold  or  Professor  H.  McKen- 
nie  Goodpasture  at  the  seminary. 

In  addition,  Dr.  Daniel  Antwi, 
professor  of  New  Testament  at 
Trinity  College,  the  theological 
school  for  the  Presbyterian  chur- 
ches of  Ghana,  will  serve  as 
visiting  professor  at  Union  dur- 
ing the  1989  spring  term. 

Union  Seminary  welcomes  our 
colleagues  in  ministry  and 
teaching  from  Ghana.  We  are 
eager  to  share  our  faith  and 
academic  resources  with  them, 
and  in  return,  learn  about  their 
perspectives  on  faith  and 
worship. 


Union  Theological  seminary  in 
Virginia  has  established  a  scho- 
larship fund  for  students  from 
West  Virginia  in  honor  of  the 
late  Betsy  Keadle  McCreight,  a 
dedicated  church  woman  and 
humanitarian  from  West  Vir- 
ginia. The  newly  established 
scholarship  recognizes  her  life- 
long dedication  to  excellence  in 
ministry  and  public  service  to  her 
state. 

Initial  funds  for  the  Betsy 
Keadle  McCreight  Scholarship 
endowment  were  received  in 
June  and  the  seminary  is  current- 
ly seeking  additional  gifts  to 
underwrite  the  fund.  Persons 
and  organizations  interested  in 
recognizing  Mrs.  McCreight's 
contributions  either  to  the 
Presbyterian  Church  or  to  the 
state  of  West  Virginia  may  do  so 
by  designating  their  gifts  to  the 
McCreight  Scholarship  Fund  and 
making  checks  payable  to  Union 
Theological  Seminary  in  Vir- 
ginia, 3401  Brook  Road,  Rich- 
mond, Virginia  23227. 

West  Virginians  have  been  in- 
volved in  the  life  of  Union  Sem- 


inary since  its  founding  in  the 
early  1800s  when  Virginia  and- 
West  Virginia  were  a  single  poli- 
tical entity.  Until  recently,  the 
two  states  comprised  a  single  sy- 
nod of  the  Presbyterian  Church. 
Betsy  McCreight  was  a  member 
of  the  seminary's  board  of 
trustees  at  the  time  of  her  death 
in  1985.  She  strongly  supported 
the  seminary's  mission  to  serve 
the  church  by  preparing  ministers 
through  a  full-time,  residential, 
and  intensive  academic  program. 

Mrs.  McCreight  was  active  at 
all  levels  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church,  serving  as  a  member  of 
the  Permanent  Nominating 
Committee  of  the  General  As- 
sembly at  the  national  level,  on 
various  committees  at  the  pres- 
bytery level,  and  as  an  elder  in 
her  church,  First  Church  of 
Huntington,  West  Virginia.  In 
addition  to  her  church  service, 
she  was  a  member  of  the  West 
Virginia  Board  of  Regents  and  a 
past  president  of  the  National 
Federation  of  State  Humanities 
Councils. 


2-year  study  of  church's 
theological  institutions  approved 


Ghanaian  church  music  tapes  now  available 


"Sing  to  the  Lord  a  New 
Song,"  a  50-minute  stereo 
cassette  tape  of  Ghanaian 
church  music,  is  available 
through  the  library  of  Union 
Seminary.  Experience  the  en- 
thusiastic  vitality  of  indi- 


genous Ghanaian  worship 
with  this  live  recording  of 
their  new  religious  music.  The 
tape  comes  complete  with  pro- 
gram notes  and  interpreta- 
tion, and  was  recorded  in 
high-fidelity  stereo  during  the 


1988  January  term  in  Ghana. 

Interested  persons  should 
write  to  Eleanor  Godfrey  at 
the  media  center  of  the  li- 
brary. The  purchase  price  is 
$5.00. 


The  General  Assembly  ap- 
proved a  two-year  study  of  Pres- 
byterian theological  institutions. 
It  will  examine  issues  related  to 
planning  the  future  of  theologi- 
cal education. 

Funding  for  the  study  is  "vir- 
tually assured,"  said  Barbara 
Wheeler,  a  member  of  the  group 
that  proposed  the  study.  A  foun- 
dation is  expected  to  provide 


two-thirds  of  the  cost,  while  the 
General  Assembly  Council  has 
already  budgeted  the  remaining 
third  of  the  cost. 

The  Assembly  also  approved  a 
report  from  a  consultation  on 
seminaries  held  last  fall;  that 
report  recommended  continued 
involvement  of  theological  in- 
stitutions in  shaping  the  church's 
social  witness. 


Facing  difficulties  of  placement:  UTS  rates  high 


We  have  been  living  with  a 
myth.  A  20-year-old  denomina- 
tional study  predicted  that  by  the 
1980s,  seminaries  would  find  it 
easy  to  place  most,  if  not  all,  of 
their  graduates.  However,  the 
study  failed  to  take  into  account 
cultural  changes  which  have  af- 
fected the  lives  and  careers  of  all 
Americans,  including  semi- 
narians. 

An  excellent  example  is  the  in- 
creasing number  of  women 
entering  seminaries.  For  the  past 
few  years,  one-third  of  Union 
Seminary's  students  have  been 
women.  Although  seminaries 
have  responded  to  this  upward 
trend  in  women  graduates,  chur- 
ches have  been  slower  to  ac- 
knowledge and  accept  the  unique 
strengths  of  women  clergy,  mak- 
ing them  more  difficult  to  place 
than  men. 

While  the  stereotypical  impres- 
sion of  women  as  directors  of 
Christian  education  rather  than 
as  pastors  in  the  pulpit  is  disap- 
pearing, it  is  fading  slowly.  Male 
graduates  are  usually  placed 
months  before  their  female  coun- 
terparts. 

The  study  also  failed  to  predict 
rend  toward  the  ministry  as 
ireer.  Gone  are  the 


days  when  most  students  arrived 
at  seminary  single  and  fresh  out 
of  college.  The  average  age  of 
Union  seminarians  today  is  31-32 
years,  and  they  come  with  know- 
ledge and  experience  from  a  wide 
range  of  careers.  Some  arrive 
with  spouses  and  children  and  a 
variety  of  responsibilities  and 
needs  which  make  placement 
more  difficult. 

Another  trend  affecting  place- 
ment opportunities  of  ministers 
today  is  the  change  in  retirement 
age.  Pastors  are  staying  in  their 
churches  longer,  with  the  result 
that  fewer  pastorates  become 
available.  There  were  341  entry- 
level  positions  open  this  year  to 
newly  ordained  seminarians  in 
this  country  (and  of  these  27 
were  part-time);  there  were  550 
graduates  seeking  them. 

The  rise  of  the  cost-of-living 
index  also  has  delayed  normal 
placement  of  graduates.  Some 
small  churches  with  solo  pastors 
have  been  unable  to  remain  com- 
petitive with  salary  requirements. 
In  some  instances,  they  have 
been  forced  to  merge  or  combine 
with  other  congregations  in  sup- 
port of  a  pastor— thereby  elimi- 
nating ministerial  positions. 


Shaded  areas  indicate  the  states  in  which  Union  Seminary 
graduates  have  been  placed  during  the  past  year. 


Small-church  staffer  named 


The  Rev.  James  Cushman  has 
been  named  associate  for  small- 
church  development  with  the  of- 
fices of  the  General  Assembly  in 
Louisville.  He  has  been  associate 
for  presbytery  development  with 
the  Synod  of  the  Covenant. 
Cushman   previously  served 


Greenbrier  Presbytery  as  interim 
executive  and  as  associate  for 
small-church  development. 

He  also  served  as  pastor  of 
First  Church  of  Ripley,  W.  Va., 
Beverly  Church,  and  Whitesville- 
Orgas  Parish  in  the  West  Vir- 
ginia Mountain  Project. 


While  many  seminaries  are 
pleased  to  place  50  percent  of 
their  graduates,  Union  Seminary 
strives  for  a  98  pecent  placement 
rate  for  the  school's  Presbyterian 
students.  Of  the  60  who  were 
working  with  the  Office  of  Field 
Education  and  Placement  with 
regard  to  placement  this  year,  35 
have  accepted  calls,  10  are 
negotiating  calls,  seven  are  in- 
volved in  special  ministries  such 
as  clinical  pastoral  education, 
residency,  or  graduate  school, 
four  are  still  seeking  calls,  and 
four  are  not  actively  seeking  at 
this  time.  Of  the  four  students 
still  seeking  calls,  two  have 
special  locational  requirements 
that  have  delayed  their  place- 
ment. 

In  past  years,  most  Union 
Seminary  graduates  have  ac- 
cepted calls  in  the  school's  tradi- 
tional supporting  synods,  North 
Carolina  and  the  Virginias.  But 
in  the  reunited  PCUSA,  gradu- 
ates now  serve  the  church  across 
the  nation.  The  map  demon- 
strates this  professional  migra- 
tion and  indicates  the  expanding 
horizons  of  both  recruitment  and 
placement  functions  in  our 
seminaries  today. 


Crisis  as  Opportunity: 
Challenges  in  the  Elijah  Stories 
Lesson  1,  September: 
The  Crisis  of  Drought 

Circle  Bible  Leaders  Study  Guide 
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By  Carol  T.  (Pinky)  Bender 

"Grain  prices  up  10  percent  from  last 
year  this  time."  "Little  hope  of  saving 
corn  and  soybean  crops."  "It'll  take 
more  than  a  little  shower... we  need  15  in- 
ches of  rain."  "Soil  so  dry  crops  never 
planted."  "Mississippi  River  is  18  feet 
low." 

"The  Crisis  of  Drought,"  the  first  topic 
in  this  year's  study,  is  as  shattering  today 
as  it  was  in  the  days  of  Elijah.  The  above 
quotes  are  from  the  six  o'clock  news  last 
night... and  they  could  have  been  gathered 
from  any  newscast  or  newspaper  over  the 
past  several  months  in  almost  any  part  of 
the  United  States. 

In  the  preface  of  this  year's  study,  the 
author,  Dr.  Mary  Boney  Sheats,  says, 
"We  can  let  a  crisis  situation,  by  our 
choice,  lead  us  to  defeat  and  despair  or 
to  challenge  and  positive  accomplish- 
ment. Crisis  does  not  have  to  mean 
danger  or  tragedy;  it  can  provide  oppor- 
tunity." This  quote  states  the  intention  of 
not  only  the  author  of  the  study  book,  but 
also  the  intention  of  Elijah  himself. 

Gather  resources 

As  you  gather  resources  for  this  study, 
you  will  find  a  list  on  pages  66  and  67  of 
the  study  book.  Two  more  can  be  added: 
/  and  II  Kings  by  John  Gray,  a  volume 
in  the  Old  Testament  Library,  published 
by  Westminster  Presss.  This  is  a  more 
scholarly  book,  but  it  is  readily  available 
and  can  straighten  out  some  thorny  prob- 
lems if  you  need  it! 

Another  book  that  ranks  in  the  "pop- 
ular" category,  along  with  Elijah,  by 
Stephens,  listed  on  page  67,  is  Elijah:  Pro- 
phet of  Power,  by  W.  Phillip  Keller,  pub- 
lished by  Word  in  Waco,  Texas.  Mr.  Kel- 


ler is  the  author  who  gave  us  A  Shepherd 
Looks  At  Psalm  23,  Rabboni,  and  A 
Gardner  Looks  at  the  Fruits  of  the  Spirit. 
Both  of  these  books  are  helpful  as  enrich- 
ing devotional  reading. 

In  addition  to  the  complete  list  of  re- 
sources already  described,  this  year's 
study  book  also  includes  the  specific  re- 
ferences used  in  each  chapter  under  "For 
Further  Reading."  If  your  circle  has  10 
meetings,  use  the  author's  suggestion  on 
page  7.  If  your  circle  meets  12  times  a 
year,  this  column  will  provide  material  for 
the  summer  months. 

Elijah  facts 

Begin  the  session  by  asking  questions 
of  your  group  like,  What  do  you  know 
about  Elijah?  (Be  sure  folks  don't  con- 
fuse Elisha  and  Elijah!)  What  people  play 
significant  parts  in  his  life?  Who  might 
be  an  "Elijah"  kind  of  person  in  the  cur- 
rent drought?  Add  to  this  discussion  the 
background  material  found  in  the  preface 
and  introduction.  (Suggestions  found  in 
Bible  Study  Aids  prepared  by  Joan  Gray 
and  included  in  this  year's  book  are  ex- 
cellent.) 

King  Ahab  and  Queen  Jezebel  (I  Kings 
16:  29-33)  are  interesting  characters!  Read 
this  passage  and  ask  your  circle  members 
to  pick  out  all  the  references  to  evil  or  evil 
things.  Look  at  verses  15-28  to  catch  a 
glimpse  of  Ahab's  heritage.  Omri  was  not 
a  model  father!  You  may  want  to  ask  a 
circle  member  to  do  some  extra  research 
on  "ba'al"  and  "asherah"  ahead  of  time. 
Think  about  what  it  means  to  say,  "he 
laid  its  foundation... and  set  up  its  gates" 
as  found  in  I  Kings  16:34.  (This  is  the  ful- 
fillment of  the  curse  pronounced  in 


Joshua  6:26.) 

Now  that  the  circle  has  a  clear  idea  of 
the  king  with  whom  Elijah  is  dealing, 
move  into  a  study  of  the  prophet  himself. 
Try  reading  I  Kings  17:  1-7  in  three  parts: 
Elijah,  a  narrator,  and  God.  Study  this 
passage  in  light  of  the  Exodus  references 
on  page  10.  How  does  this  year's  drought 
and  the  conditions  that  it  has  produced 
compare  with  what  Elijah  experienced? 
Use  Dr.  Sheats 's  questions  on  page  1 1  to 
wrap  up  this  section. 

Next,  have  several  members  read  I 
Kings  18:1-16.  Ask,  How  would  you  feel 
if  God  asked  you  to  go  to  an  enemy? 
What  "strange"  things  has  God  asked 
you  to  do?  How  did  you  respond? 

Study  of  Obadiah 

Obadiah  deserves  some  consideration 
because  of  the  typically  human  reactions 
we  see  in  his  story.  How  would  you  react 
to  the  king's  command  if  you  were  indeed 
a  spy  in  the  king's  household?  Would  you 
be  more  interested  in  serving  God,  or  in 
saving  your  own  skin?  How  are  we  called 
on  today  to  "seek  first  God's  kingdom"? 
Dr.  Sheats's  questions  on  page  12  will  also 
be  helpful  as  you  think  about  priorities. 

Today's  weather  does  not  present  the 
mystery  that  it  did  in  the  time  of  Elijah. 
Every  newscast  contains  a  weather  up- 
date, and  one  cable  network  channel  is 
devoted  to  weather  news  24  hours  a  day. 
Ask  your  circle  to  tell  what  they  know 
about  weather  and  weather  forecasts,  i.e., 
high-pressure  systems,  Bermuda  highs, 
storm  systems,  patterns  of  movement  of 
air  across  the  country,  etc.  How  does 
what  we  know  today  compare  to  what  the 
folks  in  Elijah's  time  thought  caused 


weather  problems? 

Use  the  last  part  of  your  time  together 
to  reflect  on  the  question,  "How  does  this 
ancient  story  of  a  crisis  of  drought  be- 
come God's  word  to  us?"  How  can  we 
respond  to  the  great  needs  of  world 
hunger? 

You  may  want  to  consider  researching 
Bread  For  the  World's  Offering  of  Let- 
ters which  seeks  to  increase  funding  to 
facilitate  the  participation  of  women  in 
development  projects,  benefiting  women 
through  food  production,  literacy,  and 
credit.  Your  local  hunger  action  enabler 
can  provide  information  about  this  pro- 
ject. You  may  also  want  to  encourage 
your  church  to  participate  in  the  upcom- 
ing CROP  walk,  an  annual  fund-raising 
project  for  world  hunger. 

Make  commitment 

Ask  each  person  to  make  a  commit- 
ment to  do  one  thing  toward  the  conser- 
vation of  water  in  the  next  month.  Sim- 
ple things  like  turning  water  off  and  on 
while  brushing  teeth,  shaving,  or  rinsing 
dishes  can  make  a  big  difference... and 
save  money! 

Close  your  time  together  with  sentence 
prayers  that  reflect  your  concern  for  the 
causes  and  effects  of  drought:  for  the 
farmers  whose  land  is  dry  and  whose  live- 
lihood is  dwindling,  for  those  who  trans- 
port farm  products,  for  those  who  pick 
fruits  and  vegetables  all  over  the  country, 
for  those  who  ignore  local  water  restric- 
tions in  order  to  have  green  lawns,  and 
for  those  who  consider  drought  "some- 
one else's  problem."  (You  may  add  other 
ideas  to  this  list  according  to  your  local 
conditions.) 


Elderly  and  the  church:  meeting  looks  at  issues 


"Generations  of  Faith:  The 
Ties  That  Bind"  will  be  the 
theme  of  the  third  annual  Inter- 
faith  Symposium  on  Ministry 
with  the  Aging.  It  will  be  held 
Oct.  26-28  at  the  Quality  Inn  on 
the  Plaza  in  Asheville,  N.C. 

The  meeting  is  designed  for 
ministers,  lay  volunteers,  and 
professionals  in  heath-care  and 
human-services  agencies.  The 
symposium  will  examine  issues 
with  which  an  increasing  number 
of  elderly  confront  churches,  as 
well  as  responses  by  religious 
people. 

Sponsors:  The  Gerontology 
Center  of  Mars  Hill  College,  the 
Hester  Center  for  Peace  and 
Justice  at  the  college,  Episcopal, 
Baptist,  Moravian,  and  Catholic 
jurisdictions  and  organizations  in 
North  Carolina,  South  Carolina, 
and  Tennessee.  The  Hillhaven 
Corporation  is  helping  fund  the 
conference. 

Topics:  Some  include  pro- 
moting spiritual  and  emotional 
well-being  of  the  elderly, 
counseling  the  elderly,  long-term 
care,  programs  for  older  adults, 
preparing  for  old  age,  outreach 
to  retirement  homes,  ethical  prin- 
ciples in  serving  the  elderly,  deci- 
sions on  continuing  life,  caring 
for  aging  parents,  and  ministry 
to  families  with  aging  relatives. 

Leaders:  The  Rev.  Charles 
Fahey,  director  of  the  Third  Age 
Center  at  Fordham  University; 
William  Benson,  staff  director  of 


the  Subcommittee  on  Housing 
and  Consumer  Interests  of  the 
House  Select  Committee  on  Ag- 
ing in  Washington,  D.C.;  Dr. 
Bartholomew  Collopy,  associate 
for  ethical  studies  with  the 
Hastings  Center;  and  many 
ministers  and  social  workers. 

Costs:  Registration  is  $150, 
which  covers  all  materials, 
breaks,  reception,  breakfast,  and 
two  lunches.  One-day  fee  is  $90 

Conferences 

for  the  first  day  and  $100  for  the 
second.  Registration  deadline  is 
October  5. 

Hotel  accommodations  are 
separate. 

For  more  information,  contact 
the  Gerontology  Center,  Mars 
Hill  College,  Mars  Hill,  N.C. 
28754  (telephone  704-689-1331). 

Soviet  Union  and  Christianity 

This  year  Christians  in  the 
Soviet  Union  celebrate  the 
1,000th  anniversary  of  the  bap- 
tism of  Grand  Prince  Vladimir  of 
Kiev,  the  event  that  introduced 
Christianity  to  Russia.  The 
Kanuga  Center  in  Henderson- 
ville,  N.C,  will  hold  a  con- 
ference Sept.  13-16  on  "Chris- 
tianity and  the  Soviet  Union: 
Religious  Hopes  and  Political 
Realities." 

The  meeting  will  study  past 
and  present  Christianity  in  that 


nation,  the  biblical  basis  for 
peacemaking,  the  Christian  role 
in  making  foreign  policy,  and 
practical  work  in  U.S. -Soviet  rela- 
tions by  churches  and  indivi- 
duals. 

Participants  will  also  have 
chances  to  eat  Russian  food  and 
learn  a  folk  song  and  dance. 

The  Kanuga  Center  is  an  Epis- 
copal conference  facility. 

Leaders:  Keynote  speaker  is 
the  Rev.  Bruce  Rigdon,  pro- 
fessor of  church  history  at 
McCormick  Seminary  and  chair 
of  the  National  Council  of  Chur- 
ches' Committee  on  Relations 
with  Churches  in  the  U.S.S.R. 
and  a  Presbyterian;  worship  and 
music  leader  is  the  Rev. "Michael 
Roshak,  Russian  Orthodox 
priest  and  director  of  the 
Europe/U.S.S.R.  Committee  of 
the  National  Council;  and  Dr. 
Jack  Perry,  director  of  the  Dean 
Rusk  Program  in  International 
Studies  at  Davidson  College  and 
a  former  ambassador  to  Bulgaria 
and  Foreign  Service  officer  in 
Moscow. 

Workshop  leaders  include 
those  three,  plus  Carlisle  Har- 
vard, director  of  International 
House  at  Duke  University  and  a 
Presbyterian;  Dr.  Jack  Gessell, 
professor  emeritus  of  Christian 
Ethics  at  the  University  of  the 
South  School  of  Theology;  and 
Madeleine  Trichel,  director  of 
Interfaith  Center  for  Peace. 

Workshops:  Faith  and  the 


Church  in  the  Soviet  Union, 
American-Soviet  Relations, 
Glasnost:  Rhetoric  or  Reality? 
Music  of  the  Russian  Orthodox 
Church,  The  Liturgical  Ex- 
perience in  the  Russian  Orthodox 
Church  Today,  The  Biblical 
Basis  of  Shalom:  Peacemaking 
and  the  Soviet  Union,  Educating 
the  Parish  about  the  U.S.S.R., 
and  Community  Involvement. 

Cost:  $195  fee  covers  double- 
occupancy  room,  meals,  and 
meeting.  For  more  information 
and  registration  forms,  contact 
Kanuga  Center,  Postal  Drawer 
250,  Hendersonville,  N.C.  28793 
(telephone  704-692-9136). 

Montreat  conferences 

Among  Montreat  conferences 
in  October  are  ones  on  older 
adults  and  peacemaking. 

Older  Adults:  The  theme  is 
"Living  All  Your  Life:  Health, 
Wholeness,  and  Holiness." 
Formerly  the  Conference  on  Ag- 
ing, the  meeting  will  help  older 
adults  examine  the  whole  of  their 
lives,  through  worship,  Bible 
study,  workshops,  music,  recrea- 
tion, and  fellowship. 

Leaders:  Associate  Stated 
Clerk  Robert  Newbold  of  the 
General  Assembly,  keynote 
speaker  and  Bible-study  leader; 
the  Rev.  John  Anderson,  former 
PCUS  moderator,  evening  wor- 
ship leader;  and  others. 

Peacemaking:  The  theme  is 


"Growth  through  Conflict: 
Building  Communities  of  Hope 
and  Justice  in  the  Family  of 
God."  There  will  be  worship, 
meditation,  and  workshops. 

Leaders:  Thelma  Adair, 
former  moderator  of  the  United 
Presbyterian  Church,  keynote 
speaker;  the  Rev.  Judy  Fletcher, 
worship  leader;  and  others. 

For  more  information,  contact 
Montreat  Conference  Center. 
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Reactions  positive  to 
Brief  Statement  of  Faith 


Dr.  John  H.  Leith,  Pemberton 
Professor  of  Theology,  Union 
Theological  Seminary,  Rich- 
mond, and  member  of  Orange 
Presbytery,  presented  to  the 
presbytery  some  of  his  thoughts 
concerning  the  "Proposed  Brief 
Statement  of  the  Reformed 
Faith"  which  is  under  study  by 
the  church  at  this  time. 

He  presently  serves  on  the 
committee  that  has  been  working 
since  1983  to  prepare  such  a 
statement  in  response  to  the  man- 
date given  by  the  church  at  the 
time  of  reunion. 

He  shared  with  the  governing 
body  the  names  of  the  persons 
serving  on  the  committee  and 
some  of  the  process  through 
which  the  committee  has  worked 
to  present  the  draft  before  the 
church  now. 

He  said  that  the  statement  is 
designed  to  be  brief,  short 
enough  to  be  used  either  in  total 
or  in  part  in  corporate  worship, 
and  is  written  to  reflect  the 
"heart  of  the  Christian  faith."  It 
is  not  designed  to  be  an  exhaus- 
tive treatment  of  the  "essentials 
of  the  faith."  It  is  intended  to  be 
a  "non-partisan"  one  enthusias- 
tically endorsed  by  the  whole 
committee. 

Leith  stressed  that  the  intent  is 
for  the  statement  to  be  "written 
by  the  church"  and  one  which 
grows  out  of  worship  within  the 
believing  community,  where  at 
least  80  percent  of  our  member- 
ship can  affirm  the  statement 
with  joy  and  with  integrity.  He 
stressed  that  the  statement  is  in- 
tended to  be  a  "catholic  state- 
ment of  faith"  and  not  just  Pres- 
byterian and  Reformed. 

He  reminded  those  present 
that  it  is  a  doxological  statement, 
reflecting  the  order  of  the  per- 
sons of  God  seen  in  the  Apostolic 
Benediction  of  2  Corinthians 
13:14. 

To  date,  the  committee  has  re- 
ceived more  than  20,000  re- 
sponses and  85  percent  of  the 
responses  have  been  overwhelm- 
ingly positive. 

He  observed  that  his  own 
opinion  and  that  shared  by  many 
with  whom  he  has  talked  and 
those  who  have  responded  is  that 
the  statement  lacks  a  "strong 
statement  about  the  authority  of 
the  Scripture,"  so  basic  to  the 
Reformed  tradition.  He  is  hope- 
ful that  such  a  statement  will  be 
incorporated  into  the  final  state- 
ment prior  to  adoption  by  the 
church  as  one  of  its  confessional 


Sympathy 
expressed 

Our  Christian  sympathy 
and  love  are  extended  to  the 
family  of  the  Rev.  Dean 
Bailey,  associate  pastor  of 
First  Church,  Asheboro,  who 
died  as  the  result  of  an  auto- 
mobile accident  outside  of 
Asheboro  on  August  2. 

Bailey  is  survived  by  his 
wife,  Adrienne;  a  daughter, 
Sarah;  and  three  sons,  Jona- 
than, David,  and  Benjamin. 


Choir  robes  offered 

New  Hope  Church,  4701  N.C. 
86,  Chapel  Hill  17514,  will  give 
to  another  church  15  gold  poly- 
ester choir  robes  in  assorted 
sizes.  Contact  the  Rev.  David  Q. 
Garrison,  pastor,  at  the  above 
■ess  or  call  (919)  942-4710. 


documents. 

The  Rev.  Ed  Henegar  voiced 
appreciation  and  support  for  the 
statement  but  also  wished  that  it 
were  stronger  at  certain  points. 
He  would  like  to  see  a  "stronger 
doctrine  of  the  holiness  of  God" 
and  "a  clearer  definition  of  sin." 
He  offered  that  the  statement 
would  be  stronger  if  there  were 
a  "clearer  statement  on  the  work 
of  the  Holy  Spirit,"  particularly 
in  relation  to  God's  effectual 
calling  to  faith  and  the  role  of  the 
Spirit  in  regeneration. 

The  Rev.  Jeanette  Stokes 
voiced  enthusiastic  support  for 
the  statement  and  appreciated 
the  fact  that  "as  one  who  often 
is  identified  with  'the  left  wing' 
of  the  church,"  she  could  affirm 
her  faith  using  the  statement  and 
"feel  good  about  85-90  percent" 
of  what  it  declares.  She  expressed 
her  appreciation  for  its  inclusiv- 
ity;  the  fact  that  it  addresses 
issues  of  ecology,  peace,  and 
freedom;  that  it  has  a  good  blend 
between  the  traditional  while  still 
being  open  to  the  future;  and 
that  it  is  "poetic,  free  flowing, 
and  yet  intentionally  vague."  She 
is  "glad  for  its  generality"  and 
"that  it  can  be  used  liturgically." 

The  Rev.  Scott  Woodmansee 
also  affirmed  its  usefulness  in 
worship  both  "as  a  whole  and  in 
its  parts"  and  its  Trinitarian 
ordering.  He  observed  that  its 
"poetic  style  is  helpful  and  yet 
makes  it  difficult  to  study  criti- 
cally," perhaps  underscoring  the 
point  that  Leith  made  that  the 
statement  is  intended  to  speak 
"to  the  heart  of  the  faith"  and 
not  be  an  exhaustive,  definitive 
statement  of  Reformed  Theol- 
ogy. Those  creedal  statements 
already  exist  in  the  Book  of 
Order  and  will  complement  the 
proposed  "brief  statement." 

The  High  Point  pastor  likes 
the  fact  that  much  theological 
"jargon"  has  been  omitted  while 
keeping  central,  Reformed  theol- 
ogy. He  too  noted  the  absence  of 
a  strong  doctrine  of  the  authority 
of  Scripture. 

Many  expressed  appreciation 
for  the  hour  docketed  for  con- 
sidering such  a  significant  docu- 
ment in  the  life  of  our  church 
and  for  the  presentation  of  Dr. 
Leith  and  the  respondents. 

This  special  order  of  the  day 
was  planned  by  presbytery's 
Theology  and  Culture  Commit- 
tee, chaired  by  the  moderator, 
the  Rev.  Phyllis  Kort. 

Mission  paper 
for  'C  prepared 

The  Mission  Design  Commit- 
tee of  Presbytery  "C,"  co- 
chaired  by  Mildred  Hoggard, 

elder  of  University  Church, 
Chapel  Hill,  and  the  Rev.  James 
Brown,  pastor  of  Davie  Street 
Church,  Raleigh,  has  completed 
the  first  phase  of  its  task  and  has 
submitted  a  Mission  Statement 
to  the  Transitional  Council. 

"The  Committee  has  already 
been  blessed  by  much  input  from 
across  the  new  presbytery,"  said 
Mildred  Hoggard,  "as  it  contin- 
ues to  help  bring  reality  to  a  new 
structure  and  organization."  The 
committee  continues  to  solicit  in- 
put from  all  members  of  presby- 
tery. 

At  the  second  Assembly  meet- 
ing to  be  held  at  First  Church, 
Durham,  on  September  24,  time 
has  been  scheduled  for  commis- 
sioners to  meet  with  members  of 
the  Mission  Design  Committee. 
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Funding  for  renovations  at 
Camp  New  Hope  approved 


The  66th  stated  meeting  of 
Orange  Presbytery  took  place  in 
the  Triangle  Church  in  Durham 
and  was  welcomed  by  host  pas- 
tor the  Rev.  Raymond  Cobb. 

The  Rev.  Phyllis  Kort,  moder- 
ator of  presbytery  and  associate 
pastor,  First  Church,  Bur- 
lington, preached  the  sermon 
during  worship. 

The  presbytery  approved  the 
release  of  approximately  $52,000 
in  designated  money  for  an  adult 
conference  center  to  be  used  by 
the  Outdoor  Ministries  Work 
Unit  for  the  purpose  of  remodel- 
ing existing  structures  at  Camp 
New  Hope.  These  totally  reno- 
vated, air-conditioned,  and  car- 
peted semi-private-room  struc- 
tures will  provide  additional 
overnight  accommodations  and 
are  part  of  a  major  renovation 
plan  being  implemented  both  at 
Camp  New  Hope  and  Presbyter- 
ian Point. 

In  addition  the  presbytery  ap- 
proved a  mission  design  state- 
ment for  Outdoor  Ministries. 

The  Jamestown  Church  was 
authorized  to  encumber  its  pro- 
perty $300,000  for  a  construction 
loan  and  $250,000  for  a  perma- 
nent loan  for  building  an  educa- 
tional building. 

Orange  Presbytery  went  on  re- 
cord affirming  the  recently  held 
summit  between  President  Rea- 
gan and  General  Secretary  Gor- 
bachev as  "an  important  symbol 
for  continued  dialogue  between 
the  superpowers,"  leading  the 
countries  in  "the  way  of  peace 
and  better  understanding." 

Dr.  John  H.  Leith,  member  of 
Orange  Presbytery  and  professor 
of  Theology  at  Union  Seminary, 
made  a  presentation  on  the  new 
"Proposed  Brief  Statement  of 
the  Reformed  Faith"  of  the 
PC  (USA).  Following  his  presen- 
tation, responses  and  questions 
were  raised  by  panel  members 
from  the  presbytery:  Dr.  Martha 
Smith,  professor  at  Elon  Col- 
lege; the  Rev.  Jeanette  Stokes, 
director  of  the  Resource  Center 
for  Women  and  Ministry  in  the 
South,  Greensboro;  the  Rev.  Ed 
Henegar,  pastor  of  Blacknall 
Memorial  Church,  Durham;  and 
the  Rev.  Scott  Woodmansee, 
pastor  of  First  Church,  High 
Point. 

(See  related  article  elsewhere 
on  this  page.) 

Shirley  Black,  "Gift  of  a 
Lifetime  Volunteer,"  made  a  re- 
port on  her  work  with  four  of  the 
churches  of  Orange  Presbytery: 
Milner  Memorial,  Trinity,  St. 
Barnabas,  all  of  Raleigh,  and 
Covenant  Church,  Wendall.  The 
"Gift  of  a  Lifetime"  is  a  pro- 
gram of  the  denomination  utiliz- 
ing volunteers  working  with 
churches  in  developing  ministry 
with  and  for  older  adults. 

The  Rev.  Ed  Henegar  of 
Blacknall  Memorial  Church, 
Durham,  and  John  Meacham, 
member  of  First  Church, 
Garner,  and  member  of  presby- 
tery's Evangelism  Committee, 
presented  an  update  on  the  com- 
mitment of  the  denomination 
and  the  presbytery  to  evangelism 
today.  They  also  shared  a  listing 
of  evangelism  resources  available 
to  the  churches  through  presby- 
tery's resource  centers. 


Prof.  John  Leith  speaks  on  the 
"Brief  Statement." 


Shown  here  are  ministerial 
candidates  Mary  Milbourne 
(left)  and  Molly  Morgan. 


Shown  left  to  right  are  new  ministers  received  into  the 
presbytery:  Charles  McKee,  John  Edgerton,  Edwin  Stock,  Philip 
Gladden,  Nancy  Gladden,  and  Frank  Allen. 


The  Rev.  Ron  Gilreath,  pastor 
of  the  Mebane  Memorial 
Church,  Roxboro,  reported  on 
workshops  being  sponsored  by 
the  Leadership  Development 
Work  Unit  of  presbytery  on  the 
new  Presbyterian  and  Reformed 
Educational  Ministry  at  First 
Church,  Durham,  and  Star- 
mount  Church,  Greensboro,  on 
August  28. 

The  Rev.  Jim  Rissmiller, 
pastor,  Community  in  Christ, 
Greensboro,  and  the  Rev.  Cyn- 
thia Higgins,  associate  pastor, 
Starmount  Church,  Greensboro, 
gave  a  report  on  "Step  Into 
Leadership  '88,"  set  for  Septem- 
ber 17,  First  Church,  Burlington. 

The  Rev.  David  Wiseman, 
pastor  of  Cary  Church,  made  a 
report  for  the  Peacemaking 
Committee  which  included  an  in- 
terpretative dance/prayer  pre- 
sented by  Anne  Rousseau  to  the 
words  of  the  famous  prayer  of 
St.  Francis. 

The  final  special  report  was 
that  of  the  commissioners  to  the 
200th  meeting  of  the  General 
Assembly  held  in  St.  Louis. 

The  Committee  on  Preparation 
for  Ministry  dismissed  Paul 
Henschen  to  Abingdon  Presby- 
tery; removed  the  name  of  Betty 
Anne  Ellington  from  the  role  of 
candidates  and  celebrated  with 
her  in  being  called  to  serve  at 
First  Church,  Greensboro;  and 
enrolled  Elizabeth  E.  Inman,  W. 
Cary  McMullen,  Madeline  J. 
Peacock,  Anne  Barton  Robin- 
son, and  Valerie  B.  Rosenquist 
as  inquirers  for  the  office  of 
minister  of  the  Word.  Each  of 
these  persons  is  presently  en- 
rolled in  seminary. 

A  service  of  reception  as  can- 
didates for  the  office  of  minister 
of  the  Word  under  Orange  Pres- 
bytery was  held  for  Mary 
Holmes  Milbourne,  First 
Church,  Durham,  and  Molly 
Dotson  Morgan,  First  Church, 
Reidsville.  Both  are  students  at 
Duke  Divinity  School. 

The  following  ministers  were 
examined  and  received:  the  Rev. 
Edwin  W.  Stock  Jr.*  pastor  of 


First  Church,  Raleigh;  the  Rev. 
Frank  J.  Allen  Jr.,  pastor  of 
Westview  Church,  Burlington; 
and  the  Revs.  Philip  and  Nancy 
Gladden,  co-pastors,  Stanley 
White  Church,  Roanoke  Rapids, 
and  Littleton  Church.  The  Rev. 
Charles  McKee  was  received 
from  South  Louisiana  Presby- 
tery as  a  minister-at-large  and 
the  Rev.  J.  John  Edgerton  III 
from  Concord  Presbytery,  to 
serve  as  chaplain,  Wake  Medical 
Center,  Raleigh. 

Pastoral  relationships  were 
dissolved  between  the  Revs. 
Graham  McChesney  and  St. 
John's  Church,  Durham;  John 
N.  Causey  and  Covenant 
Church,  Wendell;  Richard 
Brand  and  First  Church, 
Raleigh;  Donald  C.  Nance  and 
Graham  Church  (effective  Aug. 
31)  and  William  C.  Bennett  and 
Trinity  Avenue  Church,  Dur- 
ham (effective  Dec.  31). 

Presbytery  approved  the  elec- 
tion of  the  Rev.  Wilkes 
Macaulay  as  pastor-emeritus  of 
First  Church,  Asheboro,  and 
similarly  for  Dr.  William  C.  Ben- 
nett and  the  Trinity  Avenue 
Church,  Durham,  following  his 
retirement. 

Parish-associate  relationships 
were  established  between  the 
Rev.  Wadih  Antoun  and  the 
North  Raleigh  Church  and  the 
Rev.  J.  Michael  Laidlaw  and 
First  Church,  Raleigh.  The  Rev. 
Frank  Davison  was  transferred 
from  the  inactive  member  status 
of  presbytery  to  minister-at-large 
status,  and  the  Rev.  John 
Causey  and  the  Rev.  James 
McDaniel  were  granted  permis- 
sion to  labor  outside  the  bounds 
of  Orange  Presbytery,  John  in 
Hanover  Presbytery  and  James 
in  South  Alabama  Presbytery. 

The  final  stated  meeting  of 
Orange  Presbytery  is  to  be  held 
at  the  Hawfields  Church  in 
Mebane,  October  25.  Pre- 
registration  will  be  required  for 
meals.  Your  church  office  has 
information.  Plan  now  to  attend 
this  most  historic  meeting  and 
make  reservations  for  lunch. 
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Synod  to  elect  committees  to  begin  new  structure 


The  Synod  of  the  Mid-At- 
lantic will  elect  its  new  com- 
mittees, its  new  executive,  and 
a  new  moderator  and  vice- 
moderator  as  it  holds  its  se- 
cond meeting  Oct.  3-4  at 
Grace  Covenant  Church  in 
Richmond,  Va.  About  240 
commissioners  will  take  part; 
the  total  number  of  par- 
ticipants will  be  around  400, 
including  ecumenical  repre- 
sentatives, campus  ministers, 
Transitional  Council  mem- 
bers, presbytery  executives, 
and  others. 

The  synod  held  its  organi- 
zational meeting  Feb.  29- 
March  1.  For  the  most  part, 
the  commissioners  at  this  se- 
cond meeting  will  be  the  same 
as  those  who  attended  the  first 
one. 

The  Transitional  Council 
has  coordinated  all  the  work 
of  the  synod  since  the  synod's 


formation;  no  program  com- 
mittees have  existed.  At  its 
first  meeting,  the  synod  ap- 
proved a  structural  design, 
which  includes  specific  com- 
mittees. At  this  meeting,  com- 
missioners will  receive 
nominations  to  those  commit- 
tees and  elect  their  members. 

The  new  Synod  Council 
and  new  committees  will 
organize  in  the  fall  following 
the  meeting. 

Committees  overseeing  mis- 
sion will  fall  into  two 
categories:  synod-based  mis- 
sion and  presbytery-based 
mission. 

In  the  former  group  are 
committees  on  ministries  with 
Presbyterian  institutions, 
racial-ethnic  ministries,  global 
and  ecumenical  ministries, 
social  justice,  educational 
ministries,   and  a  youth 


cabinet  relating  to  the  educa- 
tional ministries  committee. 

In  the  second  group  are  a 
partnership-development 
committee  and  a  staff  cabinet. 
The  first  of  those  will  oversee 
any  work  arising  in  partner- 
ship with  presbyteries  in 
church  development  and 
redevelopment,  evangelism, 
small  churches,  hunger, 
peacemaking,  nurture,  out- 
door ministries,  and  steward- 
ship. 

Meanwhile,  there  will  also 
be  a  nominating  committee,  a 
committee  on  representation, 
a  committee  on  self-develop- 
ment  of  people,  and  a  perma- 
nent judicial  commission. 

The  Staff  Search  and  Nom- 
inations Committee  will  re- 
commend the  Rev.  Carroll 
Jenkins  as  the  synod 
executive. 


A  N 


C 


200 
YEMRS 


CELEBRATE 

THE  JOURNEY  . 


"Celebrate  the  Journey,"  the  bicentennial  theme  for  the 
church,  will  be  the  theme  of  the  synod  meeting. 


Synod,  presbyteries 
meet  on  funding  mission 


Partnership  between  the 
Synod  of  the  Mid-Atlantic  and 
its  presbyteries  has  been  an  em- 
phasis of  the  synod  in  its  year  of 
existence,  and  one  expression  of 
that  concept  was  a  Mission 
Funding  Consultation  held  Sept. 
8-9  in  Norfolk,  Va. 
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All  but  one  of  the  presbyteries, 
both  existing  and  the  new  ones 
coming  into  being  within  the  next 
year,  sent  representatives  to  the 
consultation.  The  synod  and 
General  Assembly  also  sent 
representatives. 

Participants  reached  agree- 
ments on  a  number  of  matters. 
Several  involved  mission  Part- 
nership Funding,  a  concept  in  the 
reunited  church  whereby  the 
General  Assembly,  synods,  and 
presbyteries  consult  to  determine 
where  special  needs  could  use 
special  funding.  (An  article  on 
page  6  explains  the  concept.) 

One  decision  was  to  not  re- 
ceive such  funds  in  the  synod 
from  the  General  Assembly  after 
the  end  of  1990.  The  synod 
would  continue  with  its  own 
form  after  that  date,  whereby  the 
synod  and  presbyteries  would 
consult  on  such  special  needs  and 
agree  on  distributing  funds  for 
them. 

For  1989,  participants  agreed 
to  rank  kinds  of  priorities  among 
presbyteries  in  receiving  such 
funds,  and  then  agreed  on  a 
distribution. 

Participants  also  agreed  that 
there  be  three  synod  special  of- 
ferings in  1989:  for  homes  for  the 
aged,  children's  care  institutions, 
and  Union  seminary. 


Council's  resolution  on  plant 
closing  brings  controversy 


By  Robert  Milks 
Editor 

The  Transitional  Council  em- 
broiled itself  in  controversy  when 
it  adopted  a  sharply  worded 
resolution  on  a  company's  clos- 
ing of  its  plant  in  Rocky  Mount, 
N.C.,  a  resolution  that  caught 
local  Presbyterians  by  surprise; 
subsequently,  the  Council  ap- 
pointed a  task  group  to  study  the 
matter,  and  that  group  reported 
back  to  the  Council  at  its  meeting 
Sept.  19. 

The  task  group  reported 
several  errors  in  fact  in  the 
resolution,  criticized  the  pro- 
cedure that  led  the  Council  to 
adopt  the  resolution  and  recom- 
mended an  apology  to  Presby- 
terians for  that  procedure,  and 
recommended  guidelines  to 
follow  in  making  statements  on 
public  policy;  the  group,  how- 
ever, did  not  recommend  that  the 
Council  rescind  the  resolution  or 
apologize  to  the  company,  as  a 
minority  report  proposed,  and 
the  Council  did  not. 

The  Council  will  recommend 
that  the  synod  adopt  the  sugges- 
tions on  making  statements  on 


public  policy.  In  regard  to  the 
resolution  and  the  findings  of  the 
committee  on  its  accuracy,  the 
Council  passed  those  matters  on- 
to the  synod's  new  Social  Justice 
Committee,  which  will  organize 
following  the  synod  meeting  in 
October. 

It  did  vote  to  send  the  minori- 
ty report  to  the  Social  Justice 
Committee  as  well. 

The  resolution  concerns  a  deci- 
sion by  the  Schlage  Lock  Com- 
pany to  close  its  Rocky  Mount 
plant  (it  closed  at  the  end  of  Ju- 
ly). The  resolution,  which  came 
out  of  a  Women's  Economic 
Justice  Conference  Meeting  of 
the  Presbyterian  Church 
(U.S.A.)  in  April,  charged  that 
workers  were  being  victimized  by 
the  decision,  and  it  called  on  the 
company  to  take  specific  steps  in 
regard  to  severance  benefits, 
among  other  things. 

After  the  Council  adopted  the 
resolution  in  late  April, 
Presbyterians  in  Rocky  Mount 
and  Albemarle  Presbytery  com- 
plained that  they  had  not  been 
consulted.  Some  questioned  the 
accuracy  of  the  criticisms. 

As  a  result,  the  Council  ap- 


pointed the  task  group,  which 
worked  over  the  summer,  meet- 
ing with  workers,  company  of- 
ficials, and  others. 

In  its  report,  the  task  group 
said  the  church  has  a  right  to 
concern  itself  with  such  issues, 
and  it  cited  theological  reasons. 
It  also  said  the  church  should 
seek  to  be  a  mediator,  not  an 
adversary,  but  that  there  is  no 
reconciliation  possible  without 
justice. 

It  found  that  the  resolution 
does  contain  some  factual  errors; 
in  addition,  some  serious  charges 
on  environmental  damage  could 
not  be  documented  or  are  based 
on  inconclusive  evidence,  the 
group  said. 

At  the  same  time,  it  said  the 
resolution  "does  express 
legitimate  and  serious  needs  and 
concerns  of  the  workers," 
springing  from  "inequities  found 
by  the  workers  between  hourly 
employees  and  salaried  employ- 
ees dealing  with  severance  pay 
and  benefits." 

The  group  also  noted  that  the 
resolution  contains  language  that 

See  RESOLUTION,  Page  2 


We  welcome  new  readers  this  month 


The  Presbyterian  News 
P.O.  Box  10785 
Raleigh,  N.C.  27605 
(USPS  604-120) 


Second  Class  Postage 
Paid  At  Raleigh,  N.C.  27611 
And  At  Additional 
Mailing  Offices. 


*IS2Z    ON   "niH  13dVH0 
NOI103~PDD    0  N 


The  Presbyterian  News 
welcomes  with  this  issue  a 
number  of  new  readers,  par- 
ticularly in  Baltimore  and  Nor- 
folk Presbyteries,  which  with  this 
issue  begin  to  take  presbytery 
pages.  Those  pages,  with  news  of 
the  presbytery,  are  on  page  12 
for  readers  in  those  presbyteries. 

The  newspaper  as  a  whole  pro- 
vides news  on  the  Synod  of  the 
Mid-Atlantic,  as  well  as  from  the 
General  Assembly.  Page  8  con- 
tains news  from  various  presby- 
teries in  the  synod  (as  does  part 


of  page  7  in  this  issue). 

Other  features  include  col- 
umns of  opinion  on  pages  four 
and  five,  which  are  open  to  let- 
ters from  readers  and  to  guest 
commentaries;  occasional  re- 
views and  descriptions  of  books, 
videos,  and  other  resources  from 
the  General  Assembly  and  other 
sources  on  page  6,  as  well  as 
general  news  about  media;  and  a 
guide  for  circle  Bible  study 
leaders,  based  on  the  Women's 
Bible  Study  produced  by  the 
General  Assembly  each  year. 


We  print  news  from  synod  in- 
stitutions and  agencies  and  about 
programs  the  synod  operates  or 
participates  in,  including 
ecumenically.  We  encourage 
those  institutions  to  send  us 
news. 

We  ask  readers'  help  in  ob- 
taining news;  please  let  us  know 
if  your  church  or  presbytery  is 
doing  something  newsworthy  or 
that  others  may  be  interested  ir 
Photos  are  helpful 
they  are  of  good  qu 
instant  photos. 


Conference  to  examine 
ecological  policies 


Page  2,  The  Presbyterian  News,  September  1988 

Sunnyside  Community  to 
dedicate  4-story  complex 


Sunnyside  Presbyterian  Retire- 
ment Community  in  Harrison- 
burg, Va.,  will  dedicate  an  addi- 
tion, the  Highland's,  on  Oct.  8  at 
10:00  a.m.  The  Highland's,  the 
newest  feature  of  the  Commu- 
nity, is  a  complex  for  indepen- 
dent living  built  on  a  nearby 
ridge  with  a  scenic  view  of  the 
Shenandoah  Valley. 

Sunnyside  has  been  an  agency 
of  the  Synod  of  the  Virginias  and 
thus  is  an  agency  of  the  Synod  of 
the  Mid-Atlantic.  The  public  is 
welcome  to  attend  a  reception 
and  tour  of  the  Highland's  from 
2:00  to  4:00  p.m.  on  Oct.  8. 

The  new,  four-story  facility 
contains  96  units,  a  fitness  room, 
a  bank,  a  dining  room,  and  a 
convenience  store.  Its  construc- 
tion places  Sunnyside  in  the  top 
10  percent  of  retirement  com- 
munities by  size  in  the  United 
States.  McClintock  and  Asso- 


continued  from  page  1 

might  be  considered  inflamma- 
tory. 

It  also  found  that  the  com- 
pany, particularly  since  the  time 
of  the  resolution,  had  made  some 
efforts  to  meet  workers'  needs. 

The  process  did  not  take  into 
account  Presbyterian  connec- 
tionalism,  the  group  found.  The 
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ciates  of  Norfolk,  Va.,  designed 
it  and  Neilson  Construction  Co. 
of  Harrisonburg  built  it. 

Dedication  speaker  will  be 
Katherine  J.  Cooke,  86,  a  mu- 
seum director  in  Alexandria,  Va. 
She  will  speak  on  the  theme 
"Living  Well  into  the  Future." 

Cooke  directs  the  Boyhood 
Home  of  Robert  E.  Lee;  she  has 
been  director  since  1980. 

"I  think  people  ought  not  to 
sit  around  and  hold  their  hands 
when  they  retire,"  she  has  said. 
"There's  too  much  to  do  and  go. 
That's  how  I've  lived  so  well 
these  86  years,  by  not  stopping." 

President  Reagan  recognized 
her  for  "dedication  to  preserving 
history  and  love  of  America's 
proud  past,"  in  salute  to  her  ef- 
forts in  placing  Lee's  boyhood 
home  on  the  National  Registry  of 
Historical  Places.  In  1982  she 
received  the  "Woman  to  Woman 


"resolution  was  released  pre- 
maturely and  without  any  con- 
sultation with  local  churches  and 
governing  bodies,"  the  group 
said. 

The  session  of  First  Church, 
Rocky  Mount,  sent  an  overture 
to  the  presbytery  complaining 
that  the  Council  had  not  in- 
vestigated the  charges  thoroughly 


$100,000,  including  the  cost  of 
donated  hay;  the  funds  will  also 
cover  transportation.  Aided 
farmers  agree  to  pay  $1-2  per 
bale  received  to  help  meet  costs. 

Heifer  Project  International 
donates  livestock  to  small,  most- 
ly poor  farmers  in  the  U.S.  and 
abroad  to  help  them  become  self- 
supporting.  The  organization  has 
about  150  projects  in  40  coun- 
tries and  14  U.S.  states. 

The  hay  will  go  to  projects  the 
organization  supports  in  Ken- 
tucky, Alabama,  Mississippi, 
Florida,  and  parts  of  Appala- 
chia.  It  will  help  between  1,000 
and  1,200  families. 

"Heifer  Project  International 
is  very  concerned  about  the 
drought  and  particularly  its  im- 
pact on  small  farmers,"  said 
Thomas  H.  Hemphill,  executive 
director.  "[It]  is  seeking  ways  to 
respond  which  will  help  those  in 
greatest  need  and  ensure  that  the 
assistance  already  provided  is  not 
lost. 

"We  can't  stand  by  when  our 
partners  are  turning  to  us  for 
help." 

Rosalee  Sinn,  regional  director 
for  the  northeast,  said  people  in 
her  area  have  responded  to  the 
needs  of  farmers  in  the  South. 
One  donation  is  expected  to  yield 
3,000-5,000  bales  of  hay,  while  a 
national  trucking  firm  has  of- 
fered transportation. 

In  the  mid-Atlantic  region, 
director  John  Dieterly  said  many 
small  pastures  dried  up  this  sum- 
mer and  many  families  were 
forced  to  use  some  of  their  hay 
to  feed  their  family  cow.  That 
hay  had  been  intended  for  use 
this  winter. 

He  said  the  organization  seeks 
financial  help  from  emergency 
funds  and  hay  from  farmers. 


Award"  for  outstanding  achieve- 
ment in  cultural  affairs. 

A  former  columnist  for  the 
Alexandria  Gazette,  Cooke 
published  her  first  book  this 
year. 

Presbyterians  founded  Sunny- 
side in  Danville,  Va.,  75  years 
ago  to  care  for  older  adults  from 
the  notion  that  "life  is  added  to 
years,  not  years  to  life."  About 
450  people  live  at  Sunnyside, 
ranging  in  age  from  57  to  over 
100.  There  is  one  staff  member 
for  every  two  residents. 

The  Community  also  contains 
a  Residential  center  with  rooms 
and  apartments;  cottages;  a  Per- 
sonal Assistance  Unit,  an  inter- 
mediate facility  between  the 
Residential  Center  and  the 
Health  Care  Center,  staffed  with 
nurses  around  the  clock  and 
visited  regularly  by  a  doctor, 
dentist,  and  physical  therapist. 


before  passing  the  resolution. 

The  task  group  recommended 
that  the  synod  adopt  procedures 
calling  for  consultation  with  ap- 
propriate Presbyterian  bodies, 
independent  investigation,  and 
emphasis  that  governing  bodies 
speak  to  the  church  and  not  for 
it. 


Banner  pole  left 
at  synod  meeting 

A  brass  and  wood,  two- 
piece  banner  pole  was  left  at 
the  Sheraton  Hotel  in  Dur- 
ham, N.C,  at  the  organiza- 
tional meeting  of  the  Synod  of 
the  Mid-Atlantic  in  March. 
The  pole  is  at  the  synod's 
Raleigh  office. 

Any  presbytery  or  other 
group  that  left  the  pole  should 
claim  it. 

Presbyteries  had  their  ban- 
ners displayed  on  poles  at  the 
initial  synod  meeting.  In  this 
case,  someone  took  their  ban- 
ner but  not  their  pole. 


The  Evangelism  Committee  of 
New  Castle  Presbytery  is  one  of 
the  sponsors  of  a  "Presbyterian 
Family  Reunion"  in  Philadelphia 
on  Oct.  29.  Five  presbyteries  in 
the  Greater  Delaware  Valley  are 
involved  in  sponsoring  the  event, 
which  commemorates  the  200th 
anniversary  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church  (U.S.A.).  The  other 
presbyteries  are  Donegal,  Le- 
high, Philadelphia,  and  West 
Jersey.  New  Castle  is  in  the 
Synod  of  the  Mid-Atlantic. 

The  event  will  feature  worship 
services  in  the  morning  and  even- 
ing, exhibits  of  mission,  50  work- 
shops, and  a  special  session  for 
youths.  The  day's  activities  will 
begin  at  8:00  a.m.  and  will  last 
until  9:00  p.m. 

For  the  morning  worship  ser- 
vice, the  preacher  will  be  the  Rev. 
Jerry  Kirk,  pastor  of  College  Hill 
Church  in  Cincinnati;  the  Bible- 
study  leader  will  be  Dr.  Roberta 
Hestenes,  president  of  Eastern 
College.  For  the  evening  service, 
the  preacher  will  be  the  Rev. 
Robert  Newbold,  former  asso- 


An  ecumenical  agency  in 
North  Carolina  that  promotes 
sound  environmental  practices 
from  a  biblical  perspective  of 
stewardship  will  hold  a  confer- 
ence to  examine  two  issues;  an 
unwillingness  by  many  people  to 
accept  in  their  own  area  the  con- 
sequences of  policies  causing 
ecological  damage,  and  the  ten- 
dency of  government -business  to 
promote  unlimited  development. 

The  Land  Stewardship  Coun- 
cil will  hold  its  second  annual 
Lex  Matthews  Land  Stewardship 
Conference  Nov.  4-5  at  Caraway 
Conference  Center  in  Asheboro, 
N.C. 

Presbyterians  were  founding 
members  of  the  Council,  which 
also  includes  Baptist,  Catholic, 
Episcopal,  Lutheran,  Methodist, 
Moravian,  United  Church  of 
Christ,  Unitarian,  and  Jewish 
groups.  The  council  primarily 
seeks  to  educate  through  its 
member  communions;  it  has 
published  church-school  cur- 
riculums  for  both  Christian  and 
Jewish  groups. 

The  theme  of  the  conference  is 
"NIMBY's  and  BIB's:  Contra- 
diction and  Conflict."  NIMBY 
means  "not  in  my  back  yard"; 
BIB  means  "bigger  is  better." 

In  regard  to  the  former,  the 
organization  says  many  people 
"are  becoming  more  aware  of 
the  fact  that  'comfortable' 
lifestyles  impose  a  price  on 


The  second  meeting  of  the 
Synod  of  the  Mid-Atlantic  will 
feature  a  "Mission  Fair,"  com- 
prising exhibits  of  institutions 
and  agencies  of  the  synod.  The 
meeting  will  take  place  at  Grace 
Covenant  Church  in  Richmond, 
Va.,  Oct.  3-4. 

Coordinator  for  the  Mission 
Fair  is  the  Rev.  Malcolm  Mac- 
cubbin,  director  of  church  rela- 
tions at  Warren  Wilson  College 
in  Swannanoa,  N.C.  He  noted 
that  the  Mission  Fair  will  give 
agencies  and  institutions  their 
first  opportunity  to  display  their 
work  to  the  entire  new  synod. 


ciate  stated  clerk  of  the  General 
Assembly;  Bible-study  leader  will 
be  Dr.  Richard  Armstrong,  pro- 
fessor of  ministry  and  evangelism 
at  Princeton  Seminary. 

The  workshops  cover  such 
subjects  as  evangelism  and 
church  growth,  Bible  study  and 
worship,  social  issues  such  as 
pornography,  and  ministry  to 
such  groups  as  the  elderly,  the 
disabled,  and  the  homeless.  Most 
of  the  workshops  are  from  an 
evangelical  perspective. 

Exhibits  will  represent  col- 
leges, seminaries,  retirement  ser- 
vices, publishing  houses,  and 
others. 

The  event  for  high-school 
youths  in  the  afternoon  is  a 
multi-media  presentation  called 
"Bridges." 

The  cost  is  $10  for  adults  and 
$5  for  youths.  For  more  infor- 
mation, contact  Presbyterian 
Family  Reunion,  2200  Locust 
Street,  Philadelphia,  Pa.  19103 
(telephone  215-732-5196  or 
732-1842). 


somebody  or  something  some- 
where. We  are  borrowing  against 
the  future,  and  the  costs  of  our 
affluence  obviously  must  be 
borne  by  someone. 

"  'The  piper  has  to  be  paid,' 
but  many  believe  that  it  neither 
ought  to  be  us  nor  our  property 
in  this  time  and  place  that  should 
participate  in  making  the  pay- 
ments." 

In  regard  to  the  latter  attitude, 
the  organization  says  people  "are 
becoming  more  concerned  about" 
the  unconscionable  growth- 
development-expansion  mindset 
that  pervades  our  governmental 
policies."  The  direct  results  of 
intensive  industrial  recruiting 
"can  be  immediately  beneficial 
to  some  but  often  are  injurious 
to  people  and  the  environment." 

The  conference  will  include 
sessions  on  dilemmas  of  growth 
and  development:  Judeo-Chris- 
tian  teachings;  housing  and  urba- 
nization issues  in  North  Caro- 
lina; transportation  issues  in  the 
state;  personal  morality  versus 
creation;  water-resource  conser- 
vation and  waste  management: 
loving  our  neighbors  down- 
stream; the  greenhouse  effect  on 
the  state:  a  Judeo-Christian 
response. 

For  more  information,  contact 
the  Land-Stewardship  Council  at 
Rt.  4,  Box  426,  Pittsboro,  N.C. 
27312  (telephone  919-542-1077). 
Registration  deadline  is  Oct.  21. 


Since  three  synods  combined 
to  form  the  Synod  of  the  Mid- 
Atlantic,  not  everyone  is  familiar 
with  all  of  the  new  synod's  insti- 
tutions. 

Organizers  expect  about  50  ex- 
hibits at  the  meeting.  Partici- 
pants in  the  meeting  will  be  able 
to  browse  through  the  exhibits  at 
recesses  during  the  meeting. 

The  exhibits  will  be  in  various 
rooms  at  the  church. 

Peacemaking 
meeting  set 

Every  three  years  the  Presby- 
terian Church  (U.S.A.),  through 
its  Peacemaking  Program,  ap- 
points a  number  of  international 
church  leaders  to  interpret  issues 
of  peace  and  justice  in  their  areas 
of  the  world  to  Christians  in  the 
United  States.  On  Oct.  11  and 
12,  Louisville  Presbyerian  Sem- 
inary will  host  the  International 
Peacemakers  Conference  for  this 
year. 

Peace  Associates  (Presbyter- 
ians who  work  overseas  and  are 
involved  in  peacemaking  through 
their  assignments)  and  the  Inter- 
national Peacemakers  spend  a 
month  each  year  itinerating 
through  the  Presbyterian  Church 
and  ecumenically.  During  this 
time  they  gather  for  a  two-day 
retreat  which  this  year  will  be 
held  at  Louisville  Seminary. 

The  guest  speakers  for  the  Oc- 
tober meeting  include  six  speak- 
ers from  different  parts  of  the 
world  and  various  churches. 


Deadline 

The  deadline  for  receiving 
both  ads  and  material  contri- 
buted for  articles  is  the  first 
Wednesday  of  each  month. 


Plant  closing  controversy 


Hay  sought  for  small 
farmers  hit  by  drought 


The  drought  this  year  in  parts 
of  the  South  where  Heifer  Pro- 
ject International  has  aided  small 
farmers  with  livestock  in  the  past 
has  hit  hard:  those  areas  are  pro- 
ducing hay  at  only  20  percent  of 
their  normal  crop.  "Pasture 
lands  and  hay  are  a  major  prob- 
lem in  those  areas  where  they 
have  livestock,"  said  U.S.  Agri- 
culture Secretary  Richard  Lyng. 

The  organization  thus  seeks  to 
receive  from  donors  or  buy 
30,000  bales  of  hay,  and  it  seeks 


*  Family  reunion'  offers 
workshops,  worship 


Agencies  to  exhibit  their  work  in 
Mission  Fair  at  October  meeting 


They 
Need  Not 
Walk  Alone" 


. . .  It  Takes  A  Good  Strong 
Foundation 

Without  a  Will,  your  money 
and  possessions  will  not 
automatically  go  to  your 
spouse,  children,  loved  ones. 
Your  assets  will  fall  under 
the  control  of  the  state. 
Unaware  of  your  wishes,  and 
without  regard  for  special 
circumstances,  the  state  can 
make  decisions  based  on 
whatever  the  law  dictates. 

Help  secure  your  family's 
future  by  making  your  Will 
now.  The  Presbyterian 
Church  (U.S.A.)  Foundation 
offers  a  pamphlet  that  can 
make  the  process  easier  for 
you.  It  tells  how,  by  including 
a  bequest  to  the  Church,  you 
can  extend  your  stewardship 
—and  the  good  it  can  do- 
beyond  tomorrow. 

Write  today.  Presbyterian 
Church  (U.S.A.)  Foundation, 
200  East  Twelfth  Street, 
leffersonvilie, 
IN  47130. 


Presbyterian  Church 
(U.S.A.)  Foundation 
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How  dollars  will  be  distributed  beyond  congregation 


For  some  time  now  the  synod  has 
been  in  transition  from  three  synods  to 
one  new  one.  During  1988,  15  of  our  20 
presbyteries  also  have  been  in  transition, 
moving  into  eight  new  ones.  When  the 
reorganization  is  completed,  the  Synod 
of  the  Mid-Atlantic  will  have  13  presby- 
teries— eight  of  them  being  brand  new 
in  geography,  in  mission  understanding, 
and  in  their  organizational  structure, 
five  remaining  with  unchanged  bound- 
aries. 

Recently  representatives  from  all 
those  antecedent  and  emerging  presby- 
teries were  joined  by  representatives  of 
the  synod  and  the  General  Assembly  for 
a  two-day  event,  called  Mission  Funding 
Consultation.  We  were  there  to  consider 
how  the  new  synod  and  its  presbyteries 
would  relate  to  a  number  of  organiza- 
tional issues. 

More  importantly,  we  were  there  to 
share  with  one  another  our  plans  and  in- 
tentions in  terms  of  how  local  church 
benevolence  dollars  would  be  distributed 
among  the  presbyteries,  the  synod,  and 
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the  General  Assembly.  We  were  also 
there  to  share  with  one  another  some  of 
the  marvelous  stories  of  the  ministry  of 
our  church.  Money  is  required  to  pay 
the  operating  expenses  of  both  govern- 
ing bodies;  money  is  required  to  enable 
those  governing  bodies  to  support  par- 
ticular institutions,  missionary  pro- 
grams, agencies,  ministries,  and  educa- 
tional and  service  programs. 

All  the  church  work  in  the  Synod  of 
the  Mid-Atlantic  is  dependent  upon  the 
gifts  of  350,000  church  members  who 
belong  to  approximately  1,500  churches. 
The  sessions  of  those  churches  send  to 


other  governing  bodies  benevolence  or 
mission  dollars. 

According  to  figures  suggested  at  the 
Mission  Funding  Consultation,  more 
than  56  percent  of  the  dollars  will  be 
kept  at  the  presbytery  level;  less  than  15 
percent  would  be  sent  to  the  synod;  and 
29  percent  would  be  sent  to  the  General 
Assembly  to  support  our  church's  na- 
tional and  international  mission. 

The  figures  were  large:  $10  million; 
$5  million,  $2!/2  million.  Large  figures 
like  that  are  impressive,  and  hard  to 
visualize  in  concrete  terms;  but  hearing 
them  gave  us  a  certain  amount  of  "high 
feelings."  But  then  a  synod  represen- 
tative pointed  out  that  $2lA  million  was 
several  hundred  thousand  dollars  less 
than  what  the  synod  had  hoped  for.  An 
empty  feeling  pervaded  the  room. 

Then  the  General  Assembly  represen- 
tative told  us  that  when  he  compared 
our  proposed  1989  figures  to  what  we 
gave  in  1987,  the  following  was  true: 
1989  figures  meant  $200,000  less  for 
synod  than  was  given  in  1987;  and 


$800,000  less  for  the  General  Assembly; 
but  it  meant  $600,000  more  for  the 
presbyteries. 

What  is  needed  now  is  for  church 
members  and  church  leaders  in  the 
Synod  of  the  Mid-Atlantic  to  decide 
together  how  we  want  to  be  in  the 
church  in  this  region  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church  (U.S. A).  Which  ministries  and 
opportunities  for  mission  have  the  high- 
est priority  for  our  limited  funds? 
Which  governing  body  is  to  perform 
what  service  or  ministry?  How  can  we 
best  fulfill  our  partnership  together? 

How  do  we  related  our  faith  in  Christ 
Jesus  to  our  commitment  to  be  his 
church,  and  how  do  we  demonstrate 
that  commitment  with  our  financial 
pledge,  our  prayers,  and  our  hours  of 
service? 

Lowelle  Simms  is  transitional  execu- 
tive director  of  the  Synod  of  the  Mid- 
Atlantic  and  publisher  of  The  Presby- 
terian News. 


True  impartiality  urged  when 
considering  Israel's  turmoil 


I  have  special  interest  and  concern 
for  Israel  in  these  days,  so  full  of  pain 
and  anguish  for  all  who  live  there  and 
for  many  in  our  own  country  who  have 
relatives  living  there.  I  was  glad  there- 
fore to  see  the  article  on  Israel  in  the 
July  Presbyterian  News  (page  5)  by 
Sister  Evelyn  Mattern. 


while  the  encounter  with  the  Jewish 
alumnus  from  Yale  carried  an  acid 
tone. 

I  would  encourage  those  of  us  who 
care,  from  this  distance,  to  do  our  best 
to  ensure  that  we  give  the  same  degree 
of  understanding  to  the  people  and  the 
beliefs  on  both  sides  of  this  struggle. 


READERS'  FORUM 


This  letter  is  to  offer  a  response  to 
Sister  Evelyn's  report.  Although  the 
article  shows  her  effort  to  be  even- 
handed,  what  comes  through  to  this 
reader  is  an  emotional  reaction  which 
is  pro-Arab  and  anti-Israeli.  Witness 
the  fact  that  the  anecdote  about  the  chef 
named  Johnny  was  full  of  sympathy 


The  proper  and  helpful  role  for  con- 
cerned onlookers  is  to  maintain  true 
impartiality.  To  take  sides,  with  or 
without  intending  to  do  so,  only  adds 
to  the  difficulties  of  ever  reaching  solu- 
tions for  this  complex  human  problem. 

Betty  H.  Landsberger 
Chapel  Hill,  N.C. 
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"People  seem  to  react  better 
to  a  computerized  bill..!" 
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Commentary 


Collecting  stories  with  meaning 
as  time  passes  and  we  grow 


A  number  of  years  ago  on  one  of  my 
regular  forays  through  the  moldy 
books  in  second-hand  stores,  I  found 
a  tattered  leather-bound  book  entitled 
My  Commonplace  Book.  It  was  filled 
with  hand-written  poetry  copied  from 
a  variety  of  sources  and  browned  clip- 
pings from  old  newspapers  and  maga- 
zines. 

I  tried  to  find  out  about  these  books, 
and  it  seems  they  were  relatively  com- 
mon in  18th  and  19th-century  Eng- 
land. An  essay  by  Leigh  Hunt  said, 
"He  intends  this  for  a  commonplace 
book  which  he  keeps,  consisting  of 
passages  in  verse  and  prose,  cut  out  of 
newspapers  and  magazines,  and  pasted 
in  columns..."  These  were  not  jour- 
nals, but  collections — a  personal  Bart- 
lett's. 

The  idea  interested  me,  and  so  I  be- 
gan my  commonplace  book,  my  col- 
lection. When  I  go  back  over  it,  I  often 
wonder  what  was  happening  in  my  life 
that  prompted  me  to  include  a  certain 
excerpt.  Passages  from  books  on 
Greece  and  South  Africa  I  can  under- 
stand— I  was  born  with  an  interest  in 
those  countries  and  their  people. 

And  C.W.  Ceram's  comments  on 
the  writing  of  history — that  with  equal 
value  of  materials,  limited  by  tempera- 
ment and  the  spirit  of  the  age,  it  is  still 
the  selection  of  materials  by  the  historian 
that  determines  the  work.  And  the  pas- 
sage from  Christopher  Hill's  The 
World  Turned  Upside  Down,  a  book 
on  the  radical  political/religious 
groups  of  17th-century  England,  when 
he  says,  "History  has  to  be  rewritten 
in  every  generation,  because  although 
the  past  does  not  change,  the  present 
does;  each  generation  asks  new  ques- 
tions of  the  past." 

But  I  look  at  other  material  and 
wonder  what  was  the  spirit  of  my  age 
that  made  me  write  them  down — four 
teenagers,  a  husband's  transfer,  a  faith 
experience  long  overshadowed  by 
others,  a  career  change?  Had  I  kept  a 
journal  I  might  know,  but  they  do  not 
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fit  the  definition  of  a  commonplace 
book  containing  "literary  passages  of 
universal  application . ' ' 

There  seems  to  be  a  parallel  to  keep- 
ing a  commonplace  book  or  a  journal 
in  Bible  study.  Stories  and  passages 
that  once  held  deep  meaning  for  us 
have  been  replaced  by  others  as  our 
lives  and  circumstances  change,  as  our 
faith  and  understanding  grow.  Arlo 
Duba  has  called  certain  times  the  "ah- 
ha's  of  the  Christian  faith" — the  times 
we  can  say,  "ah-ha,  now  I  know,  now 
I  understand."  And  we  put  them  down 
in  our  books. 

What  will  we  be  writing  in  the  com- 
monplace book  women  and  men  will 
compile  in  the  new  synod?  What  will 
happen  to  make  us  say  "now  I  know, 
now  I  understand"?  What  passages  of 
scripture  will  leap  off  the  page — new- 
ness, building  communities  of  faith 
across  distance  and  years  of  separa- 
tion, relationships? 

All  will  be  written  down  as  the  work 
begins  in  councils  and  committees,  new 
organizations  such  as  Presbyterian 
Women,  our  churches.  In  Hill's 
phrase,  we  will  be  asking  new  ques- 
tions of  the  past  and  new  questions  of 
that  great  commonplace  book,  the 
Bible,  that  has  been  our  book  of  uni- 
versal application  in  the  past,  and  will 
continue  to  be  so  as  we  build  the  future 
through  the  work  of  the  Holy  Spirit. 

Anne  Treichler  is  moderator  of 
Presbyterian  Women  in  the  Synod  of 
the  Mid-Atlantic.  She  lives  in  Wil- 
liamsburg, Va. 


We  welcome  letters,  guest  commentaries 


We  welcome  letters  to  the  editor  and 
longer  guest  commentaries.  Please  sign 
letters  and  give  address  and  telephone 
number.  We  may  edit  letters  for  length 
or  grammar.  Please  confine  comments 


to  one  topic  and  keep  them  brief. 

Guest  commentaries  may  be  up  to 
two  typed,  double-spaced  pages. 
Again,  please  focus  on  one  topic  in  the 
commentary. 
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Ministry  on  the  local  level  is  where  it's  at 


Two  recent  experiences  have  helped 
me  to  remember  that  the  church's  min- 
istry continues  in  spite  of  all  the  time 
and  energy  given  to  reorganization. 

The  first  experience  is  the  part-time 
work  I  have  been  doing  as  an  interim 
pastor.  This  work  has  enabled  me  to  ex- 
ercise a  dimension  of  my  calling  unavail- 
able to  me  as  an  administrator.  Even 
though  part-time,  I  have  enjoyed  a  full 
range  of  pastoral  responsibilities — lead- 
ing worship,  administering  the  sacra- 
ments, performing  weddings  and  funer- 
als, visitation,  and  moderating  session 
meetings,  etc.,  etc. 

In  the  midst  of  these  events  and  with 
the  people  involved,  I  have  relearned 
that  when  "push  comes  to  shove,"  the 
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most  important  locale  for  ministry  is  the 
congregation.  Most,  if  not  all,  that  we 
do  in  presbytery,  synod,  and  General 
Assembly  is  to  enhance  a  local  ministry. 
To  most  of  you  this  is  a  truism,  but  to 
some  of  us  involved  in  middle  govern- 
ing body  work,  it  is  not  all  that  obvious. 


So,  I  appreciate  getting  back  in  touch. 

The  second  experience  was  the  fall 
meeting  of  the  board  of  the  Coalition 
for  Appalachian  Ministry.  CAM  is 
made  up  of  persons  representing  the 
classes  and  synods  of  the  Christian  Re- 
formed Church,  the  Cumberland  Pres- 
byterian Church,  the  Presbyterian 
Church  (U.S.A.),  and  the  Reformed 
Church  in  America. 

Through  CAM  these  denominations 
work  together  to  provide  educational 
events  for  church  members,  ministers, 
and  workers  in  Appalachia.  CAM  is  also 
responsible  for  monitoring  the  flow  of 
Presbyterian  Hunger  Program  funds  to 
Appalachian  projects,  and  working  with 
volunteers  seeking  to  serve  in  the  region. 


The  former  Synods  of  North  Carolina 
and  the  Virginias  were  active  partici- 
pants in  CAM  and  this  involvement  is 
being  carried  on  by  the  Synod  of  the 
Mid-Atlantic. 

As  in  the  experience  mentioned 
above,  it  is  good  to  be  involved  with  a 
group  deeply  involved  in  a  significant 
ministry  in  the  region.  Even  though 
regional  in  scope,  CAM  has  always 
given  high  priority  to  keeping  in  touch 
with  the  local  folks.  So  this  experience, 
too,  has  kept  me  in  touch. 

The  next  few  months  of  administra- 
tive work  can  now  be  carried  on  from 
a  relearned  perspective,  i.e.,  the  ministry 
of  the  whole  people  of  God  in  their  par- 
ticular place. 


God's  Spirit  helps  us  to 
be  managers  of  time 


Several  falls  ago  I  was  walking 
through  the  woods  in  the  local  park  in 
St.  Paul,  Minnesota.  It  was  a  beautiful 
day;  the  sun  was  shining  bright  and  its 
brilliant  rays  hit  upon  my  face  as  the 
autumn  breeze  blew.  As  I  walked 
along  the  wood's  trail,  I  was  in  tune 
to  the  many  colors  that  created  a  col- 
lage of  fall.  Then  I  began  to  pay  par- 
ticular attention  to  individual  trees  as 
they  so  graciously  received  me  as  I 
passed  them  by. 

As  I  continued  to  walk,  I  could  not 
help  but  notice  a  small  leaf  falling 
from  the  very  top  of  a  tree.  It  floated 
so  softly  towards  the  ground  in  a  spi- 
raling  manner.  I  watched  it  every  mo- 
ment of  its  gentle  drift  and  experienced 
its  landing  upon  other  leaves  that  had 
fallen  before  it. 

Then  suddenly,  I  was  overcome  by 
a  sense  of  sadness — sadness  that  I  had 
walked  through  these  woods  so  many 
times  and  walked  past  this  particular 
tree  so  many  times  and  had  passed  this 
leaf  so  many  times.  And  now  it  was 
falling... It  caught  my  attention  and  I 
thought  it  was  tragic  that  I  did  not 
have  a  chance  to  appreciate  that  leaf 
while  it  still  had  a  place  on  the  tree. 

Life,  however,  is  somewhat  that 
way.  Just  as  it  is  literally  impossible  for 
us  to  get  acquainted  with  every  tree 
and  every  leaf  of  every  tree,  it  is  not 
possible  for  us  to  know  everyone  even 
though  we  might  desire  to  do  so  with 
all  our  hearts.  Even  though  I  briefly 
grieved  over  a  leaf  that  I  had  not  had 
a  chance  to  know,  I  realized  that  had 
I  noticed  it  prior  to  its  flight  to  the 
ground,  I  would  still  not  have  had  the 
option  to  know  it.  And  so  it  is  with  life 
in  general. 

There  are  so  many  people,  like 
leaves,  who  fall  along  the  wayside  and 
we  see  them  as  they  first  hit  the  ground 
and  we  feel  sad.  We  are  saddened  be- 
cause of  their  downfall  and  because  we 
did  not  have  the  opportunity  to  know 
them.  Then  we  try  to  cope  with  the 
meaning  of  all  of  this. 

There  is  only  so  much  time  within 
a  day  and  therefore  we  have  con- 
straints. We  are  forced  to  be  selective 
with  our  time.  It  is  not  possible  for  us 
to  experience  everything  because  we 
just  do  not  have  the  time.  So  we  miss 
so  many  things  in  life,  so  many  trees 
we  pass  by,  so  many  leaves  we  pass  by, 
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without  paying  attention.  And  when 
we  say  "yes"  to  something  or  someone 
in  terms  of  the  use  of  our  time,  we  also 
say  "no"  to  many  other  possibilities 
in  the  use  of  our  time. 

For  example,  if  I  decide  to  have  din- 
ner with  a  specific  person,  that  means 
that  I  am  also  saying  "no"  for  the  use 
of  that  time  for  many  other  possibili- 
ties. I  could  have  used  that  time  to  do 
some  gardening,  I  could  have  used  that 
time  for  a  walk,  I  could  have  used  that 
time  to  do  some  work  which  had  been 
delayed. 

Therefore,  I  must  be  a  manager  of 
my  time.  I  must  be  careful  of  its  use 
and  I  must  recognize  its  preciousness 
and  sacredness.  Yes,  time  is  sacred,  it 
is  a  gift  from  God  to  us  to  be  used  to 
the  fullest  and  there  is  no  time  to 
waste — no  time  to  waste. 

I  believe  God's  spirit  helps  us  to  be 
managers  of  time.  I  believe  the  Spirit 
will  lead  us  to  certain  people  and  things 
that  require  the  use  of  our  time  for 
them  and  they  for  us.  There  is  some- 
thing very  mystical  about  that,  yet  I 
believe  it. 

There  never  seems  to  be  enough 
time,  yet  in  God's  own  time  there  is 
always  enough  time.  Even  though  we 
say  "no"  to  so  many  possibilities,  if 
we  only  would  listen  to  the  Spirit  with- 
in us  it  would  help  us  to  use  our  time 
in  the  best  possible  way. 

I  was  not  able  to  acknowledge  that 
leaf  on  that  tree  before  it  fell,  but  I  did 
get  to  recognize  and  know  other  leaves. 
By  the  same  token,  there  are  many  lives 
that  I  will  never  be  able  to  touch.  God 
does  not  require  me  to  touch  all  lives, 
but  only  those  whom  I  have  contact 
with — those  which  God  has  blessed  me 
to  share  my  time  with  and  they  to  share 
their  time  with  me.  That  is  all  God  re- 
quires. Amen. 

Tyrone  Burkette  is  president  of 
Barber-Scotia  College  in  Concord, 
N.C. 


Boesak  to  speak  at  H.Q.  dedication 


The  Rev.  Allan  Boesak  of  Capetown, 
South  Africa,  president  of  the  World 
Alliance  of  Reformed  Churches,  will 
speak  at  the  ecumenical  service  on  the 
morning  of  Oct.  29  as  the  headquarters 
of  the  Presbyterian  Church  (U.S.A.)  are 
dedicated.  Tickets  for  this  event  are  free 
but  must  be  obtained  in  advance  from 


the  Dedication  Committee,  100  Withers- 
poon  Street,  Louisville,  Ky.  40202-1396. 

Dedication  ceremonies  will  be  held 
Oct.  28-29. 

Tickets  for  an  appreciation  dinner  on 
the  previous  evening  are  $25  each  and 
also  must  be  obtained  from  the  Dedica- 
tion Committee. 


Numbers  tell  story  of  mission 
of  Christ's  church  in  world 


By  Gwen  Kincaid 

I've  been  crunching  numbers  for  the 
church  for  the  past  12  years  during 
which  time  I've  probably  run  adding 
machine  tape  enough  to  wrap  around 
the  world.  While  I  realize  that  to  many 
people  that  sounds  awfully  boring,  for 
me  it  has  been  anything  but.  I  see  the 
numbers  on  those  tapes  to  be  much 
more  than  simply  positive  or  negative 
integers.  For  me,  they  speak  of  a  vital- 
ity, for  they  tell  of  the  mission  of 
Christ's  Church  in  the  world.  Let  me 
share  something  of  what  I  see. 

There's  Barium  Springs  providing 
services  and  residential  care  to  troubled 
children  and  youth.  Among  the  caring 
agencies  are  Sunnyside  and  The  Pres- 
byterian Homes,  with  three  new 
homes  underway,  meeting  the  residen- 
tial and  life-care  needs  of  adults  who 
have  attained  the  "age  of  wisdom." 

And  what  of  our  many  colleges? 
Well,  let's  take  Warren  Wilson,  for  in- 
stance, and  its  distinctive  work  pro- 
gram whereby  each  resident  student 
earns  the  full  cost  of  room  and  board 
in  return  for  15  hours  of  work  per 
week.  Assignments  are  made  among  65 
different  work  crews  ranging  from 
landscaping  and  farming  to  secreterial 
services  and  computer  programming. 
And  there's  Mary  Baldwin,  one  of  the 
few  remaining  women's  colleges  and  a 
cracking  good  one.  Cynthia  Tyson, 
president,  was  a  former  dean  at  sister 
school  Queens. 

We  support  Union  and  Johnson  C. 
Smith  Seminaries,  where  many  folk 
throughout  our  synod  have  been  edu- 
cated and  trained.  Like  Mary  Baldwin 
and  Queens,  here  too  the  tie  that  binds 
is  more  than  financial.  James  Cost  en, 
president  of  Johnson  C.  Smith,  was 
once  a  pastor  in  Rocky  Mount. 

Korean-American  ministry  is 

evidenced  by  the  annual  leadership 
development  event  at  DuRaleigh 
Church  were  some  99-plus  Ph.D.  can- 
didates have  been  equipped  with  skills 
to  put  their  talents  to  work  in  the  life 
of -congregations.  And  there's  an  ex- 
citement over  increasing  that  sphere  of 
partnership  with  the  advent  of  a 
Korean-ministry  specialist. 

The  mission  has  both  global  and 
ecumenical  dimensions.  Idea  and 
Dorothy  McKinney  Wright  are  at 
work  to  broaden  our  understanding  of 
people  in  emerging  nations.  And  there 
are  the  Councils  of  Churches  whereby 
we've  developed  ecumenical  ties  and 
have  celebrated  the  unity  which  God 
in  Christ  has  given  us  to  witness  to 
God's  passion  for  justice  and  peace. 
As  we  witness  to  that  passion,  the  Im- 
pact Briefing  provides  oc- 
casion for  folk  to  go  to  Washington  to 
be  briefed  on  the  impact  of  the  govern- 


ment's decision-making  upon  our  lives 
and  how  the  church  might  respond  in 
return. 

Separation  of  church  and  state  in  the 
Commonwealth  of  Virginia  precludes 
the  state  providing  chaplains  in  penal 
institutions.  As  a  participant  in  the 
chaplain  services  of  the  churches  of 
Virginia,  our  synod  recognizes  and  ad- 
dresses a  need. 

And  my  word,  how  marvelous  the 
number  of  campuses  on  which  we 
Presbyterians  have  a  presence  with  a 
goodly  bit  of  the  work  being  done  in 
cooperation  with  other  denominations. 
But  our  educational  ministries  don't 
stop  with  campus  ministry.  They  en- 
compass career  counseling  services 
which  afford  senior-high  youth  as  well 
as  adults  contemplating  a  career 
change  the  opportunity  to  assess  their 
interests,  abilities,  personalities,  and 
values.  Furthermore,  presbyteries  are 
served  through  the  evaluation  of  min- 
isterial candidates. 

We've  conference  centers,  Chesa- 
peake Center  and  Massanetta 
Springs,  where  events  such  as  Synod 
School  are  held.  They  have  proven  to 
be  as  much  for  family  as  for  leadership 
training. 

The  "numbers"  on  these  adding 
machine  tapes  attest  to  the  fact  that  the 
synod  has  been  intentional  in  nurtur- 
ing its  relationship  with  various  racial, 
ethnic,  and  gender  organizations  while 
being  ever  mindful  to  the  issues  of 
justice. 

And  of  course  I  see  Bob  Milks  rush- 
ing second  copy  of  The  Presbyterian 
News  to  the  printer  so  that  those  of  us 
in  the  pew  are  kept  abreast  of  what's 
happening  across  our  synod  and 
throughout  our  presbytery. 

Repeatedly  there  is  evidence  of  pres- 
bytery partnership.  Not  only  do  we 
work  together  in  concert  to  promote 
evangelism  and  hunger  action  across 
the  synod,  but  we  must  also  work  to- 
gether to  fund  the  mission  of  Christ's 
Church  throughout  this  region.  I  wish 
I  had  the  space  to  tell  of  all  the  mis- 
sions spoken  of  by  these  "numbers." 
I  have  made  mention  of  but  a  few. 

You  see,  believing  in  a  coming  Mes- 
siah is  much  easier  than  believing  in  a 
Messiah  who  has  already  come,  for 
belief  in  a  Messiah  who  has  come  re- 
quires immediate  response.  Hear  the 
Good  News.  The  Messiah  has  come. 
These  "numbers"  bear  witness  to  the 
truth.  Let  us  respond  accordingly,  for 
I  truly  believe  that  blessed  are  those 
who  work  together  in  partnership  to 
bring  Christ's  mission  into  being. 

Gwen  Kincaid  is  the  synod's  transi- 
tional a  sociate  for  finam  s  nd  budget 
and  :  casurer. 


Page  6,  The  Presbyterian  News,  September  1988 


How  we  pull  together  to  carry  out  our  mission  work 


By  William  G.  McAtee 

Editor's  note:  Mission  Partnership 
Funding  will  be  a  new  concept  to  some 
in  the  Synod  of  the  Mid-Atlantic,  while 
others  are  familiar  with  it.  The  synod 
recently  held  a  consultation  on  the  sub- 
ject and  other  matters  between  synod 
and  presbytery  representatives. 

The  following  article  explains  the  con- 
cept in  a  way  that  seems  helpful;  the  ar- 
ticle originally  appeared  in  Presbyter- 
ian Voice,  the  newspaper  of  the  Synod 
of  Living  Waters,  and  is  reprinted  with 
permission. 

There  was  a  group  of  people  in  a  par- 
ticular locale.  They  had  taken  seriously 
what  they  had  read  in  the  Bible  about  be- 
ing the  Body  of  Christ;  telling  others 
about  the  Good  News  and  inviting  others 
to  gather  with  them;  loving  each  other 
faithfully;  and  participating  in  God's  ac- 
tivity in  the  world  by  caring  for  others. 

They  realized  they  could  only  do  so 
much  to  live  out  these  beliefs  specifically 
in  their  locale,  because  their  time,  energy, 
and  resources  were  limited.  They  also 
knew  by  careful  planning  they  could  do 
a  few  things  well.  After  having  done  a 
thorough  job  of  selecting  these  few 
things,  they  looked  at  the  resources  it 
would  take  to  do  them.  They  discovered 
there  was  not  enough  of  their  own  money 
to  do  all  they  felt  was  important. 

Being  Presbyterian 
in  ecumenical  age 
is  theme  of 
lecture  series 

"Presbyterian  Identity  in  an 
Ecumenical  Age"  will  be  the 
theme  of  a  set  of  lectures  by  Dr. 
Louis  Weeks,  dean  of  Louisville 
Presbyterian  Seminary,  at  First 
Church  in  Durham,  N.C.,  Oct. 
16-17. 

Weeks  will  preach  at  the  1 1 :00 
a.m.  service  on  Oct.  16.  At  6:30 
p.m.  that  day,  he  will  discuss 
"What  It  Means  to  be  a  Presby- 
terian." The  next  day,  he  will 
lead  a  seminar  for  pastors  at 
10:00  a.m.;  the  topic  will  be 
"Where  Have  All  the  Mainline 
Protestants  Gone?"  and  Weeks 
will  discuss  the  church's  loss  of 
members  and  what  it  can  do 
about  that  loss. 

Following  a  6:00  dinner, 
Weeks  in  his  final  lecture  will 
discuss  Presbyterian  heritage. 


One  day  a  bunch  of  folks  from  other 
locales  in  the  neighboring  district  came  by 
for  a  visit  and  found  out  about  these  im- 
portant things  these  people  wanted  to  do. 
At  one  point  the  visitors  said,  "Have  you 
thought  about  this  need  or  for  getting 
more  money  in  this  way?" 

"No,  but  those  are  great  ideas.  Even 
when  we  take  your  suggestions  into  ac- 
count, we  still  don't  have  enough  money 
of  our  own  to  do  all  the  important  things 
we  have  selected. 

"More  importantly,  if  we  had  just 
enough  money  to  look  after  our  own 
needs  in  this  locale,  there  would  not  be 
enough  to  give  beyond  ourselves  to  those 
in  other  locales  where  the  need  is  equally 
as  great.  We  feel  it  important  to  be  part 
of  the  larger  Body  in  a  very  tangible  way 
through  sharing  our  money  and  not  just 
keeping  it  all  for  ourselves." 

One  of  the  visitors  said,  "We  have 
pooled  some  money  from  the  other  lo- 
cales in  the  district,  and  we  would  like  to 
be  a  part  of  what  you  are  doing  here.  In 
fact  I  know  of  a  couple  of  other  locales 
who  are  looking  for  places  that  are  do- 
ing the  kind  of  thing  you  are  wanting  to 
do,  so  they  can  share  some  of  their 
money. 

"They  want  to  be  specifically  a  part  of 
the  venture  you  are  doing  on  their  behalf 
in  this  way." 

So  as  the  visitors  were  leaving  they  sug- 


gested that  the  people  in  that  particular 
locale  let  them  know  what  the  total  cost 
would  be  to  get  those  things  done  at 
home,  as  well  as  what  they  wanted  to 
share  beyond  themselves  "to  the  ends  of 
the  earth."  Then  they  said  it  would  be 
helpful  to  know  how  much  money  the 
local  people  had  for  this. 

With  an  understanding  of  these  two  it 
was  easy  to  see  what  was  the  "gap"  be- 
tween the  two.  With  this  figure  in  mind, 
the  visitors  left  to  find  out  what  other 
money  was  available  from  across  the  dis- 
trict for  things  beyond  the  locales 
themselves. 

Finally,  the  visitors  heard  from  all  the 
locales  who  had  "gaps"  as  well  as  what 
all  the  locales  were  willing  to  share 
beyond  themselves.  They  put  it  all  to- 
gether and  found  out  how  much  was  in 
the  "pool"  to  share  among  the  locales  in 
their  district.  To  their  surprise  they  found 
they  almost  had  enough  but  there  was  still 
a  "gap"  between  what  was  requested  and 
what  was  available.  And  there  were  so 
many  carefully  selected  and  important 
things  which  needed  to  be  done! 

Then  one  day  the  word  came  that  there 
was  to  be  a  gathering  of  district  visitors 
like  themselves  from  across  the  region  to 
find  out  what  the  needs  were  among  the 
districts  and  whether  or  not  there  was  a 
"pool"  of  money  for  parts  of  the  region 
which  did  not  have  enough  to  fill  the 


"gaps"  and  do  what  was  needed. 

The  rest  of  the  story  is  similar  to  the 
first.  The  regions  gathered  from  across 
the  country  to  discover  the  "needs,"  the 
"gaps,"  and  the  "pools"  in  other  re- 
gions, districts,  and  locales.  A  way  was 
decided  on  how  to  get  the  money  from  all 
the  "pools"  to  the  places  closest  to  the 
"gaps"  who  best  understood  the  "needs." 
This  was  not  a  one-time  arrangement,  but 
it  continued  in  one  form  or  another  year 
after  year. 

Oh  yes,  even  then  there  was  not  enough 
money  in  the  "pools"  to  do  it  all,  but 
when  all  the  parts  got  hooked  up,  the  im- 
portant things  got  done.  Many,  many 
people  felt  they  were  involved  in  doing  a 
great  many  well  chosen  things — things 
which  concretely  expressed  the  living  out 
of  their  faith  commitments  in  many 
places  and  ways. 

This  story  is  just  one  way  of  describ- 
ing Mission  Partnership  Funding.  Some 
may  call  it  simplistic  while  others  may 
describe  it  differently.  In  the  story,  the 
"locales"  are  the  particular  churches  and 
sessions.  The  "districts"  are  the  pres- 
byteries. The  "regions"  are  the  synods. 
The  "regions  across  the  country" — the 
national  perspective — is  the  General  As- 
sembly. The  "visits"  are  the  Mission 
Partnership  Funding  Consultations.  The 
"visitors"  are  the  governing  body 
representatives. 


Interfaith  cable  network 
kicks  off  its  programming 


Photo  by  Lin  Caufield  Photographers 

Dr.  Louis  Weeks 

Weeks  is  a  graduate  of  Prince- 
ton University,  Union  Seminary 
in  Virginia,  and  Duke  University. 
He  holds  a  doctorate  in  church 
history. 

He  was  one  of  the  first  scho- 
lars to  take  a  case-study  ap- 
proach to  church  history. 

For  more  information  on  the 
lectures,  contact  First  Church  at 
305  E.  Main  Street,  Durham, 
N.C.  27701  (telephone  919- 
682-5511). 


Churches  can  have  foreign  twin 


Churches  may  "twin"  them- 
selves to  a  congregation  in 
another  part  of  the  world 
through  a  program  of  the  World 
Alliance  of  Reformed  Churches, 
to  which  the  Presbyterian 
Church  (U.S.A.)  belongs.  Under 
the  program,  a  church  would  ex- 
change and  discuss  experiences, 
challenges,  and  hopes  with  a  twin 
congregation  in  another  culture. 

The  program  may  involve  per- 
sonal visits,  but  it  does  not  de- 
pend on  financial  commitments 


by  churches  or  denominations. 

Some  denominations  have 
provided  lists  of  their  congrega- 
tions that  would  like  a  twin.  By 
this  summer,  225  churches  in  29 
denominations  in  Africa,  Asia, 
North  America,  Europe,  and 
Australasia  have  expressed 
interest. 

Any  church  interested  should 
contact  the  Rev.  Jill  Schaeffer, 
Department  of  Cooperation  and 
Witness,  150  Route  de  Ferney, 
1211  Geneva  20,  Switzerland. 


Bulletin  inserts  on  synod  work 
available  free  to  churches 


Bulletin  inserts  describing 
the  mission  that  Presbyterians 
engage  in  through  the  Synod 
of  the  Mid-Atlantic  will  be 
available  free  to  churches 
throughout  the  synod,  begin- 
ning early  in  October.  Any 
churches  that  wish  to  use  these 
inserts  should  contact  the 
Raleigh  office  of  the  synod, 
P.O.  Box  10785,  Raleigh,  NC. 
27605  (telephone  919-834-4379). 
The  inserts  will  be  available 
i  bundles  of  50.  Please  indi- 


cate how  many  bundles  you 
need.  Churches  may  order  the 
inserts  more  than  once;  the 
synod  will  be  glad  to  provide 
them  for  as  long  as  they  last. 

The  insert  will  describe  the 
mission  work  the  synod  car- 
ries out,  particularly  through 
its  agencies  and  institutions;  it 
will  also  focus  in  more  detail 
on  two  or  three. 

The  coming  of  stewardship 
emphasis  presents  a  good  time 
to  make  use  of  such  inserts. 


NEW  YORK  —  The  nation's 
new  interfaith  cable  TV  network, 
VISN,  was  scheduled  to  begin 
broadcasting  Sept.  19.  The  new 
network  will  offer  a  wide  variety 
of  programming  from  a  broad 
range  of  religious  groups. 

The  non-profit  National  Inter- 
faith Cable  Coalition  operates 
VISN  (Vision  Interfaith  Satellite 
Network);  a  consortium  of  18  re- 
ligious groups  will  shape  its  pol- 
icies. The  consortium  includes 
Orthodox,  Jewish,  Catholic,  and 
Protestant  groups. 

The  National  Interfaith  Cable 
Coalition,  "parent"  of  VISN, 
has  signed  contracts  with  several 
of  the  largest  cable  companies, 
representing  a  potential  viewing 
audience  of  over  18  million  sub- 
scriber homes.  VISN  will  thus 
immediately  become  the  largest 
of  the  interfaith  cable  networks 
when  it  goes  on  the  air. 

Wilford  V.  Bane  Jr.,  VISN's 
executive,  said  that  in  addition  to 
religious  programming  from  the 
consortium  participants,  the  new 
TV  channel  will  carry  "carefully 
selected,  values-oriented  pro- 
gramming" from  other  produc- 
ers in  the  U.S.,  Canada,  and 
Great  Britain. 

Initially,  programming  will  be 
carried  from  1  p.m.  to  6  p.m. 
EST  Monday  through  Friday,  7 
a.m.  to  5  p.m.  on  Saturday,  and 
6  a.m.  to  5  p.m.  on  Sunday.  The 
channel  plans  to  expand  the  sche- 
dule later. 


The  programming  on  VISN 
will  aim  at  a  broad  spectrum  of 
religious  people  in  the  U.S. 
Organizers  hope  that  persons 
who  do  not  watch  current  reli- 
gious TV  will  be  drawn  to 
VISN's  "rich  mix  of  values- 
oriented  entertainment,  music, 
drama,  and  public  affairs,"  they 
said. 

"In  fact,"  Bane  said,  "VISN 
offers  programming  that  pro- 
vides, even  for  viewers  without 
strong  religious  convictions, 
entertaining  and  thought-pro- 
voking alternatives  to  ordinary 
television.  After  all,  that  is  one 
of  the  purposes  of  our  channel, 
to  reach  out  to  persons  who  may 
at  present  have  little  interest  in 
faith  concepts." 

Underscoring  VISN's  commit- 
ment to  religious  and  values- 
oriented  programming  is  its  em- 
phasis on  real-life  drama.  The 
series  schedule  includes  Moments 
in  Time,  a  series  on  topics  such 
as  medical  ethics,  wife  abuse, 
anti-semitism,  etc.,  from  the 
Canadian  Broadcasting  Com- 
pany, as  well  as  series  produced 
by  the  Lutheran  Church-Mis- 
souri Synod,  the  Paulist  Fathers, 
and  the  Seventh-Day  Adventists. 

VISN  will  offer  a  schedule  of 
both  contemporary  and  tradi- 
tional music. 

Outstanding  documentaries 
will  be  one  of  the  hallmarks  of 
VISN,  Bane  said.  These  will  in- 
clude the  notable  series  of  docu- 
mentary interviews  for  adults  by 


host  Fred  Rogers  called  Old 
Friends,  New  Friends  (Rogers  is 
well  known  for  his  work  with 
children);  a  series  on  interna- 
tional concerns  from  the  Mary- 
knoll  Fathers;  and  documentar- 
ies from  the  Canadian  Broad- 
casting Company. 

The  channel  will  also  offer 
magazine  shows  and  children's 
programs  on  Saturday  morning. 

Sunday's  programs  will  in- 
clude a  national  call-in  show,  a 
Bible  study  from  the  Paulists,  a 
study  series  featuring  Dr.  Ed 
Baumann  on  The  Religion  of  the 
Nation 's  Founding  Fathers,  and 
worship  services  from  New  York 
City's  Marble  Collegiate  Church 
(Reformed  Church  in  America) 
and  the  liturgy  of  the  mass  from 
various  Catholic  churches. 

Members  of  participating 
groups  will  receive  information 
about  dates  and  times  of  their 
programs  from  their  denomina- 
tional periodicals  and  offices. 

Contracting  cable  companies 
include  Telecommunications, 
Inc.  (TCI),  Jones  Intercable, 
United  Cable,  Post-Newsweek, 
TKR,  United  Artists/Daniels, 
National  Cable  Television  Coop- 
erative, Centel,  Paragon,  and 
American  Television  and  Com- 
munications Corporation  (ATC). 
Organizers  expect  more  signings 
soon. 

The  consortium's  four  trustees 
include  Betty  Elam  of  the  Pres- 
byterian Church  (U.S.A.) 


Virginia  presbyteries  begin  transition 


Several  of  the  presbyteries  in 
Virginia  are  continuing  work 
toward  formation  of  new  presby- 
teries in  that  state.  Three  new 
presbyteries  will  form  out  of 
parts  of  five  current  ones.  Mean- 
while, two  others,  Abingdon  and 
Shenandoah,  will  remain  un- 
changed, as  will  National  Capital 
Presbytery,  which  includes  parts 
of  Virginia. 

Representatives  from  the  pres- 
byteries of  Fincastle,  Southern 
Virginia,  and  Blue  Ridge  have 


scheduled  the  first  of  three  tran- 
sitional conventions  to  unite  in- 
to a  single  presbytery  for  Decem- 
ber 3.  The  new  presbytery  for 
now  is  called  Presbytery  I. 

The  first  convention  will  ap- 
prove a  mission  statement;  the 
second,  an  organizational  struc- 
ture and  staffing  model;  and  the 
third  the  election  of  executive 
staff.  Suggestions  for  a  name  for 
the  new  presbytery  are  being 
solicited  now. 

In  another  of  the  new  presby- 


teries, the  transitional  steering 
committe  for  Presbytery  II  has 
begun  the  process  of  merging 
Hanover  Presbytery  and  por- 
tions of  Blue  Ridge  and  Southern 
Virginia  into  a  single  presbytery 
by  July  1,  1989. 

Officers  of  the  committee 
recently  elected  are  the  Rev. 
Richard  M.  Webster  (Hanover), 
moderator;  elder  Louis  F.  Mar- 
tin (Southern  Virginia),  vice- 
moderator;  and  elder  Dorothy 

O.  Sneed  (Hanover),  recorder. 
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Queens  College  trustee  chair  William  Lee  signs  agreement. 
Standing  are  President  Billy  O.  Wireman  (left)  and  Dr.  Bari 
Watkins. 

Queens  forms  exchange 
with  Taiwan  college 


Queens  College  has  formed  an 
exchange  agreement  with  Taiwan 
Presbyterian  Bible  College  in 
Hsinchu,  Taiwan.  Queens  is  a 
Presbyterian  college  in  Char- 
lotte, N.C. 

Queens  President  Billy  O. 
Wireman  signed  the  agreement 
last  spring  when  he  was  in 
Taiwan,  as  did  officials  of  the 
Taiwanese  college.  Wireman  has 
done  consulting  work  on  higher 
education  with  Christian  institu- 
tions throughout  Asia,  including 
China. 

Signing  the  agreement  in 
Charlotte  in  August  were  Wil- 
liam S.  Lee,  chair  of  the  Queens 
trustees,  and  Dr.  Bari  Watkins, 
vice-president  for  academic 
affairs. 

Within  certain  limitations,  the 
agreement  allows  free  exchange 
of  faculty  and  students  between 
the  two  institutions.  Queens  al- 
ready has  a  sister  college  relation- 
ship with  Han  Nam  University  in 
Taejon,  Korea. 

In  other  news  of  the  college, 
Queens  awarded  an  honorary 
doctorate  Sept.  13  to  Julia  W. 
Mauldin  of  Davidson,  N.C,  re- 
cently retired  president  of  the 
board  of  Habitat  for  Humanity. 


That  organization,  through  vol- 
unteer labor,  helps  build  houses 
for  poor  people. 

An  elder  in  Davidson  Presby- 
terian Church,  Mauldin  taught 
as  a  Peace  Corps  volunteer  at  the 
University  of  Zaire  and  esta- 
blished the  Girl  Scouts  in  Cabar- 
rus County,  N.C.  She  has  also 
directed  youth  work  camps  in 
Haiti. 

Also,  Queens  reported  the  en- 
rollment of  its  largest  and  aca- 
demically strongest  class  since 
1971.  The  class  numbers  162,  in- 
cluding 33  men.  The  traditional 
undergraduate  program  at 
Queens  has  been  all-female  until 
the  entrance  of  this  year's  fresh- 
man class. 

Average  Scholastic  Aptitude 
Test  scores  were  about  1000, 
about  50  points  higher  than  last 
year's  average.  In  class  ranks  in 
high  school,  51  percent  of  the 
class  ranked  in  the  top  fifth, 
while  80  percent  were  in  the  top 
two-fifths. 

"Everyone  is  excited  about 
these  enrollment  figures  and  the 
potential  of  these  students,"  said 
Dr.  Steve  Cloniger,  vice-presi- 
dent for  student  management. 


Blue  Ridge  to  devote  presbytery 
meeting  in  Oct.  to  reconciliation 


Blue  Ridge  Presbytery  in  its 
meeting  Oct.  25  will  have  as  its 
theme  for  the  meeting  "Called 
by  God  to  be  Agents  of  Recon- 
ciliation." Participants  will  have 
an  opportunity  to  examine  what 
the  biblical  mandate  means  in  prac- 
tical terms  for  the  congregation. 

Presbytery  meetings  normally 
conduct  business  for  the  govern- 
ing body,  and  the  presbytery's 
newsletter,  Bridgeworks,  notes 
that  "Presbytery  meetings  must 
transact  certain  business  in  ac- 
cordance with  the  Book  of 
Order.  Yet,  presbytery  meetings 
can  be  a  time  for  enrichment, 
growth  and  discovery. 

"This  meeting  will  focus  on 
reconciliation  in  a  creative  and 
stimulating  way." 

The  presbytery  has  used  the 
same  format  for  its  last  few 
meetings.  During  this  meeting, 
commissioners  and  others  will 
form  small  groups  to  examine  in 


detail  some  aspect  of  reconcilia- 
tion and  how  it  can  be  a  reality. 

Blue  Ridge  is  one  of  the  pres- 
byteries in  Virginia  that  will  form 
parts  of  new  presbyteries.  Parts 
of  Blue  Ridge  will  form  parts  of 
two  new  presbyteries.  The  news- 
letter notes  that  the  theme  of 
reconciliation  is  important  in 
working  out  reunion  through 
forming  new  presbyteries  and 
also  important  in  light  of  the 
General  Assembly's  adoption  of 
peacemaking  emphases  recently. 

The  theme  will  "challenge  us 
to  think  creatively  as  we  design 
ministries  that  are  responsive  to 
the  needs  of  the  members  of  our 
congregations  and  the  persons 
who  live  in  our  communities," 
the  newsletter  says. 

In  addition  to  the  small 
groups,  the  meeting  will  include 
speakers  on  the  theme;  there  will 
also  be  a  wide  variety  of  re- 
sources for  congregations. 


Grassy  Creek  Church,  Stovall 


Fall  NX.  historical  tour  to 
feature  Oxford-Henderson  area 


Historic  churches  in  the 
Oxford-Henderson-Townsville 
area  in  north-central  North 
Carolina  will  be  featured  in  the 
annual  Fall  Tour  of  the  North 
Carolina  Historical  Society,  to 
take  place  Friday-Saturday,  Oct. 
21-22.  One  does  not  need  to  be- 
long to  the  Society  to  participate 
in  the  tour. 

It  will  begin  with  registration 
from  3:00  to  5:00  on  Friday 
afternoon  at  First  Church  in 
Henderson.  The  first  scheduled 
event  is  a  visit  to  the  Henderson 
Institute  Museum  at  5:00,  fol- 
lowed by  a  visit  to  Cotton 
Memorial  Church  in  Henderson 
and  then  dinner  at  First  Church. 

The  program  after  dinner  will 
feature  speakers  from  the  Hen- 
derson Institute  Museum  and  the 
churches  visited. 

On  Saturday,  participants  will 
meet  at  First  Church  at  8:30  a.m. 


to  begin  that  day's  visits.  They 
will  be  from  9:00  to  1:00. 

The  churches  visited  include 
St.  John's  Episcopal  Church, 
Williamsboro;  Nutbush  Church, 
Townsville;  Grassy  Creek 
Church,  Stovall;  Oak  Hill 
Church;  Timothy  Darling 
Church,  Oxford;  and  Oxford 
Church.  Lunch  will  be  at  a 
restaurant  in  Oxford. 

The  Society  has  reserved  a 
block  of  rooms  at  the  Holiday 
Inn  in  Henderson  at  a  group  rate 
for  those  registering  through  the 
organization  and  paying  when 
registering  for  the  tour. 

The  registration  fee  for  the 
tour  is  $3,  which  includes  the  cost 
of  a  booklet  containing  informa- 
tion on  the  churches  to  be  visited. 
The  dinner  Friday  night  costs  $7 
per  person.  Deadline  for  registra- 
tion is  Oct.  7. 

Anyone  unable  to  attend  the 


tour  but  wishing  to  obtain  the 
booklet  may  do  so  for  $2.50.  Re- 
quests for  the  booklet  must  be 
submitted  by  Oct.  7,  as  there  are 
a  limited  number  available. 

To  register  or  order  the  book- 
let and  for  information  on  the 
hotel  accommodations  and  other 
details,  contact  the  N.C.  Presby- 
terian Historical  Society,  P.O. 
Box  10785,  Raleigh,  N.C.  27605. 

The  Society  was  organized  in 
1964.  In  addition  to  the  Fall 
Tour,  it  holds  an  annual  business 
meeting  with  a  speaker  on  an  his- 
torical subject  at  Peace  College 
in  Raleigh. 

An  individual  may  join  the 
Society  for  $3,  a  family  for  $5. 
Members  receive  a  newsletter. 

The  1989  Fall  Tour  will  relate 
to  the  250th  anniversary  of  the 
Argyll  Colony  settlement  in  the 
Cape  Fear  Valley,  in  the  Fayette- 
ville,  N.C.  area. 


Baltimore  institute  studies 
Christian-Jewish  relations 


A  church  in  Baltimore  Presby- 
tery houses  an  institute  founded 
in  1987  to  study  relations  be- 
tween Christians  and  Jews.  The 
Institute  for  Christian-Jewish 
Studies  is  in  Brown  Memorial 
Park  Avenue  Church  in  Balti- 
more. 

The  Institute's  director,  the 
Rev.  Christopher  Leighton,  is  a 
member  of  Baltimore  Presbytery. 

The  organizers  intended  to  in- 
volve Christians  and  Jews  in  ex- 
amining each  other's  sacred  writ- 
ings and  discussing  the  theolo- 
gical implications  of  the  studies; 
confronting  distortions  and  mis- 
conceptions in  the  relationship  of 
nearly  2,000  years;  and  pursuing 
benefits  of  religious  pluralism. 

"I  am  convinced  that  Chris- 
tians who  discover  the  vitality  of 
Judaism  become  better  Chris- 
tians, and  Jews  who  explore  the 
dynamics  of  Christianity  better 
comprehend  their  own  tradi- 
tion," Leighton  has  said.  "Both 
gain  a  critical  perspective  on  the 
challenges  which  confront  a  soci- 
ety disoriented  by  its  own 
diversity. 

"We  are  committed  to  the 
kind  of  study  which  will  generate 
better  understanding  of  our- 
selves, others  and  our  world." 

The  Institute  exists  to  provide 
resources  so  people  from  both 
faiths  can  explore  each  other's 
traditions  in  light  of  current 


Among 
the 

Presbyteries 

scholarship. 

In  its  work,  it  works  with 
churches  and  synagogues,  as  well 
as  schools  and  universities; 
organizes  lectures,  study  groups, 
workshops,  and  conferences; 
supplies  scholarly  resources  to 
educators,  ministers  and  rabbis, 
and  lay  groups;  maintains  a  li- 
brary; and  supports  scholarship 
in  Christian-Jewish  studies. 

The  Institute  has  started  the 
Maryland  Interfaith  Project, 
which  involves  10  Christian 
denominations  and  the  Ortho- 
dox, Conservative,  and  Reform 
branches  of  Judaism.  Each  par- 
ticipating denomination  will  ap- 
point a  study  group  to  examine 
how  its  beliefs,  teachings,  and 
practices  have  shaped  its  percep- 
tion of  "the  other." 

After  extensive  study,  each 
group  will  write  guidelines  on 
liturgy,  education,  and  interfaith 
cooperation.  They  will  then  dis- 
tribute these  reports  among  their 
denominations. 

Participants  will  focus  on  his- 
torical and  theological  issues  that 
have  caused  distrust  and  animos- 
ity between  Christians  and  Jews. 

The  Institute  said  that  never 


before  have  a  number  of  Chris- 
tian denominations  engaged  in  a 
sustained  theological  inquiry  on 
their  relationship  with  Judaism, 
nor  the  three  major  branches  of 
Judaism  united  to  discuss  their 
relationship  with  Christians,  nor 
the  two  faiths  cooperated  in  such 
an  attempt  at  interfaith  under- 
standing. 

"This  particular  endeavor  is 
unprecedented  in  the  world  to- 
day," the  Institute  said. 

Among  the  participants  from 
Christianity  are  Baptists,  Disci- 
ples of  Christ,  Episcopalians, 
Eastern  Orthodox,  Lutherans, 
Methodists,  Presbyterians,  Cath- 
olics, United  Church  of  Christ, 
and  Seventh  Day  Adventists. 

Responsible  consumers 

Asheville  Presbytery's  Hunger 
Task  Force  and  Christian  Educa- 
tion Committee  are  sponsoring 
two  workshops  on  being  respon- 
sible consumers. 

Features  will  include  "The 
Great  Advertising  Magic  Show"; 
Seeing  Through  Commercials; 
The  Christmas  Season  in  the 
Congregation;  Self-Help  Crafts; 
Giving  Yourself;  The  Christmas 
Season  and  Children;  Teaching 
Stewardship  to  Children  in  the 
Family  and  in  the  Chare 
the  Presbytery 
Christmas  Gift  P 
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Leith  reacts  to  'Proposed 
Brief  Statement  of  Faith' 


Dr.  John  H.  Leith,  Pemberton 
Professor  of  Theology,  Union 
Theological  Seminary,  Rich- 
mond, and  member  of  Orange 
Presbytery,  presented  to  the 
presbytery  some  of  his  thoughts 
concerning  the  "Proposed  Brief 
Statement  of  the  Reformed 
Faith"  which  is  under  study  by 
the  church  at  this  time. 

He  presently  serves  on  the 
committee  that  has  been  working 
since  1983  to  prepare  such  a 
statement  in  response  to  the  man- 
date given  by  the  church  at  the 
time  of  reunion. 

He  shared  with  the  governing 
body  the  names  of  the  persons 
serving  on  the  committee  and 
some  of  the  process  through 
which  the  committee  has  worked 
to  present  the  draft  before  the 
church  now. 

He  said  that  the  statement  is 
designed  to  be  brief,  short 
enough  to  be  used  either  in  total 
or  in  part  in  corporate  worship, 
and  is  written  to  reflect  the 
"heart  of  the  Christian  faith."  It 
is  not  designed  to  be  an  exhaus- 
tive treatment  of  the  "essentials 
of  the  faith."  It  is  intended  to  be 
a  "non-partisan"  one  enthusias- 
tically endorsed  by  the  whole 
committee. 

Leith  stressed  that  the  intent  is 
for  the  statement  to  be  "written 
by  the  church"  and  one  which 
grows  out  of  worship  within  the 
believing  community,  where  at 
least  80  percent  of  our  member- 
ship can  affirm  the  statement 
with  joy  and  with  integrity.  He 
stressed  that  the  statement  is  in- 
tended to  be  a  "catholic  state- 
ment of  faith"  and  not  just  Pres- 
byterian and  Reformed. 

He  reminded  those  present 
that  it  is  a  doxological  statement, 
reflecting  the  order  of  the  per- 
sons of  God  seen  in  the  Apostolic 
Benediction  of  2  Corinthians 
13:14. 

To  date,  the  committee  has  re- 
ceived more  than  20,000  re- 
sponses and  85  percent  of  the 
responses  have  been  overwhelm- 
ingly positive. 

He  observed  that  his  own 
opinion  and  that  shared  by  many 
with  whom  he  has  talked  and 
those  who  have  responded  is  that 
the  statement  lacks  a  "strong 
statement  about  the  authority  of 
the  Scripture,"  so  basic  to  the 
Reformed  tradition.  He  is  hope- 
ful that  such  a  statement  will  be 
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Prof.  John  Leith  speaks  on  the  "Brief  Statement." 


incorporated  into  the  final  state- 
ment prior  to  adoption  by  the 
church  as  one  of  its  confessional 
documents. 

The  Rev.  Ed  Henegar  voiced 
appreciation  and  support  for  the 
statement  but  also  wished  that  it 
were  stronger  at  certain  points. 
He  would  like  to  see  a  "stronger 
doctrine  of  the  holiness  of  God" 
and  "a  clearer  definition  of  sin." 
He  offered  that  the  statement 
would  be  stronger  if  there  were 
a  "clearer  statement  on  the  work 
of  the  Holy  Spirit,"  particularly 
in  relation  to  God's  effectual 
calling  to  faith  and  the  role  of  the 
Spirit  in  regeneration. 

The  Rev.  Jeanette  Stokes 
voiced  enthusiastic  support  for 
the  statement  and  appreciated 
the  fact  that  "as  one  who  often 
is  identified  with  'the  left  wing' 
of  the  church,"  she  could  affirm 
her  faith  using  the  statement  and 
"feel  good  about  85-90  percent" 
of  what  it  declares.  She  expressed 
her  appreciation  for  its  inclusiv- 
ity;  the  fact  that  it  addresses 
issues  of  ecology,  peace,  and 
freedom;  that  it  has  a  good  blend 
between  the  traditional  while  still 
being  open  to  the  future;  and 
that  it  is  "poetic,  free  flowing, 
and  yet  intentionally  vague."  She 
is  "glad  for  its  generality"  and 


"that  it  can  be  used  liturgically." 

The  Rev.  Scott  Woodmansee 
also  affirmed  its  usefulness  in 
worship  both  "as  a  whole  and  in 
its  parts"  and  its  Trinitarian 
ordering.  He  observed  that  its 
"poetic  style  is  helpful  and  yet 
makes  it  difficult  to  study  criti- 
cally," perhaps  underscoring  the 
point  that  Leith  made  that  the 
statement  is  intended  to  speak 
"to  the  heart  of  the  faith"  and 
not  be  an  exhaustive,  definitive 
statement  of  Reformed  Theol- 
ogy. Those  creedal  statements 
already  exist  in  the  Book  of 
Order  and  will  complement  the 
proposed  "brief  statement." 

The  High  Point  pastor  likes 
the  fact  that  much  theological 
jargon  has  been  omitted  while 
keeping  central  Reformed  theol- 
ogy. He  too  noted  the  absence  of 
a  strong  doctrine  of  the  authority 
of  Scripture. 

Many  expressed  appreciation 
for  the  hour  docketed  for  con- 
sidering such  a  significant  docu- 
ment in  the  life  of  our  church 
and  for  the  presentation  of  Leith 
and  the  respondents. 

This  special  order  of  the  day 
was  planned  by  presbytery's 
Theology  and  Culture  Commit- 
tee, chaired  by  the  moderator, 
the  Rev.  Phyllis  Kort. 


New  Castle 
churches  as 

New-church  development  is 
the  first  priority  for  New  Castle 
Presbytery  in  its  mission.  A  New- 
Church  Development  Commit- 
tee, separate  from  the  Mission 
Committee,  was  elected  at  the 
June  meeting  of  presbytery  so 
that  this  committee  could  give 
full  attention  to  this  matter. 

In  February,  the  presbytery 
organized  the  Presbyterian 
Church  of  Chestertown,  Md. 
Eighty-one  charter  members 
stood  to  form  the  church.  It 
marked  the  culmination  of 
almost  three  years  of  work. 

In  late  spring  and  during  the 
summer  of  1985,  informal  dis- 
cussions with  interested  families 
were  held  at  the  home  of  Lanny 
and  Floyd  Parks  with  the  Rev. 
George  Clayman.  In  September 
1985,  the  first  service  of  worship 
was  held  in  the  Masonic  Hall  on 
High  Street  in  Chestertown.  In 
October  a  petition  was  presented 
to  New  Castle  Presbytery,  and 
after  approval  of  synod  and 
General  Assembly  support,  the 
mission  project  became  a  full- 
fledged  new-church  development 
with  the  Rev.  George  Clayman  as 
the  organizing  pastor. 

With  the  purchase  of  prop- 
erty and  a  remarkable  effort  of 
sweat-equity  on  the  part  of  many 
members  of  the  new-church  de- 
velopment, a  house  and  a  doc- 
tor's office  in  a  former  garage 
were  converted  into  a  manse  and 
sanctuary  with  office  and  meet- 
ing rooms.  The  first  services  in 
the  newly  remodeled  building 
were  held  on  August  31,  1986. 
Through  the  fall  of  '86  and  all  of 
1987  was  a  time  of  adding  to  the 
charter  roll.  The  charter  roll  was 
closed  on  January  31,  1988,  and 


puts  new 
1st  priority 

the  service  of  organization  com- 
pleted this  chapter. 

Chestertown  now  faces  a  new 
chapter.  The  Rev.  George  N. 
Clayman  has  retired,  and  the 
church  has  opted  for  the  desig- 
nated pastor  plan  to  find  a  new 
pastor.  Under  the  designated' 
pastor  plan,  the  Committee  on 
Ministry  of  the  presbytery  will 
submit  a  list  of  potential  candi- 
dates to  the  Pastor  Nominating 
Committee. 

They  may  choose  a  pastor 
from  this  list,  or  request  addi- 
tional names.  (Hanover  Street 
Church  has  selected  a  pastor  with 
this  plan.)  The  Committee  On 
Ministry  has  already  gathered 
pastor  information  forms  on 
some  potential  candidates. 

Prior  to  Chestertown,  the  last 
two  new-church  developments 
did  not  succeed.  Glasgow  Ecu- 
menical Ministry,  near  Glasgow, 
Delaware,  was  an  ecumenical 
new-church  development  that 
did  not  survive,  and  an  attempt 
by  the  presbytery  to  form  a 
Korean  congregation  was  also 
unsuccessful. 

The  New-Church  Develop- 
ment Subcommittee  will  examine 
areas  of  rapid  growth  in  the  pres- 
bytery and  make  recommenda- 
tions of  priority  areas,  land 
purchases,  and  a  timetable  for 
future  new-church  develop- 
ments. In  the  midst  of  pastoral 
vacancies,  the  opportunities  to 
form  new  congregations  in  rapid- 
ly growing  areas  offer  some  en- 
couragement that  the  decline  of 
membership  of  the  presbytery 
can  be  slowed,  and  over  time 
begin  to  increase.  New-church 
development  must  be  a  high 
priority  for  that  to  occur. 


Workshops  address  three  roles  of  pastor 


Albemarle  Presbytery  is  con- 
ducting three  workshops  on  the 
roles  of  a  pastor;  the  series  began 
Sept.  7  with  a  session  on  "The 
Pastor  as  Administrator."  Lead- 
er for  the  workshop  was  Cam 
Murchison.  Murchison  is  a 


former  professor  at  Union  Theo- 
logical Seminary  and  is  current- 
ly pastor  in  Blacksburg,  Virginia. 

On  November  22,  the  topic 
will  be  "pastor  as  counselor." 
Leading  this  workshop  will  be 
Dr.  William  Arnold,  dean  of 


students  at  Union  Theological 
Seminary.  Arnold  is  professor  of 
pastoral  care. 

The  last  workshop  will  be  held 
December  14  and  participants 
will  look  at  "pastor  as  person." 
This  segment  will  be  led  by  Gwen 


Hawley,  a  professor  at  the  Pres- 
byterian School  of  Christian  Ed- 
ucation in  Richmond,  Virginia. 

Each  of  the  workshops  will  be 
held  from  10:00  a.m.  until  4:00 
p.m.  at  Peace  Church  on  High- 
way 1 1  in  Greenville,  N.C. 


Eight  churches  in  Richmond  County 
to  be  part  of  new  Presbytery  'E' 


School's  13  classes 
train  church  leaders 


Editor's  note:  This  article 
also  appears  on  the  Mecklen- 
burg Presbytery  page. 

Richmond  County  will  add 
eight  Presbyterian  churches  (all 
from  the  former  Fayetteville 
Presbytery,  PCUS)  to  Presbytery 
"E."  The  churches  range  in  size 
from  15  members  to  400. 

Mount  Carmel  is  the  oldest  of 
the  eight  in  Richmond  County, 
established  in  1776.  Like  church- 
es in  Montgomery  County,  the 
churches  in  Richmond  were 
members  of  Mecklenburg 
Presbytery  from  1916  to  1972, 
when  re-organization  moved 
those  churches  into  the  bounds 
of  Fayetteville  Presbytery. 

Economically  the  county  was 

once  supported  heavily  by  the 


railroad  industry  (in  Hamlet)  and 
by  textiles  (in  Rockingham). 
With  the  exodus  of  the  hub  of 
rail  transportation,  Hamlet  is 
now  supported  by  light  industry, 
service-related  jobs,  and  a  retired 
rail  community.  Textiles  have  ex- 
perienced many  ups  and  downs 
but  are  now  enjoying  prosperity 
in  Rockingham. 

In  addition  to  support  of  pro- 
grams of  the  General  Assembly, 
synod,  and  presbytery,  local  pro- 
grams include  soup  kitchens, 
crisis  ministries,  clothes  closets, 
and  a  winter  shelter  (in  Rock- 
ingham). These  are  co-operative 
ventures  supported  by  the  com- 
munity churches — financially 
and  with  volunteers.  There  is  an 
annual  CROP  walk.  Church 
buildings  are  used  through  the 
week  to  house  scout  troops, 


Alcoholics  Anonymous  meet- 
ings, civic  groups,  hospice  train- 
ing, and  other  community 
events. 

The  First  Church,  Rocking- 
ham, participates  ecumenically  in 
sponsoring  a  family-life  center  to 
provide  counseling  services  for 
persons  in  the  community.  This 
summer  the  church  sponsored  an 
evening  Bible  school  with  the 
Methodist  and  Episcopal  chur- 
ches which  brought  together  over 
250  people — young  and  old. 

The  Presbyterians  and  Meth- 
odists in  Hamlet  have  co-oper- 
ated in  sponsoring  a  music  camp 
for  elementary  children  during 
the  summer. 

The  churches  in  Richmond 
county  will  offer  good  leadership 
and  a  solid  Presbyterian  back- 
ground to  Presbytery  "E." 


More  than  200  people  attend- 
ed Fayetteville  Presbytery's 
Leadership  School  on  August  13 
at  Methodist  College  in  Fayet- 
teville. It  was  the  final  training 
session  in  leadership  of  the 
presbytery.  Participants  includ- 
ed ministers  and  lay  folks. 

Thirteen  classes  at  the  all-day 
event  covered  various  topics  in 
church  leadership;  in  addition, 
there  was  a  keynote  address  by 
Mary  Jean  McFadyen,  who  is  on 
the  staff  of  the  General 
Assembly  and  whose  home 
church  is  Mt.  Carmel  Church  in 
Fayetteville  Presbytery. 

"It  was  felt  that  all  who  at- 


tended will  go  back  better 
prepared  as  leaders  to  go  forth  in 
renewed  service  to  their  con- 
gregations," said  a  presbytery 
representative. 

The  classes  addresed  such  sub- 
jects as  Sunday  School,  officer 
development,  evangelism,  the 
histories  of  the  four  presbyteries 
forming  the  new  Presbytery  D, 
Presbyterian  Women,  aging, 
music,  and  youth  ministry. 

This  year's  session  was  the 
fourth  annual  leadership  school. 

Future  events  of  this  type  will 
be  sponsored  by  the  new 
presbyteries,  which  officially 
come  into  being  in  1989. 
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Homecoming  1988 


Homecoming  for  alumni  from 
Barium  Springs  Home  for  Child- 
ren was  August  6  and  7  this  year. 
About  350  people  returned  to  the 
campus  with  their  families  and 
loved  ones  to  see  old  friends  and 
reminisce  about  growing  up  at 
Barium. 

Alumni  came  from  as  far  away 
as  California  to  spend  two  days 
wandering  about  the  campus, 
seeing  old  friends,  visiting  the 
Alumni  Museum,  and  enjoying  a 
cookout,  while  their  families  got 
to  know  one  another  and  their 
children  and  grandchildren  en- 
joyed the  campus  swimming 
pool. 

"For  a  few  alumni  it  was  the 
first  time  they  had  been  back  in 
30  years,"  said  Executive  Direc- 
tor Earle  Frazier.  "They  couldn't 
get  over  how  much  the  campus 
has  changed.  All  of  the  older 
buildings  have  been  replaced  by 
modern  facilities." 

A  new  attraction  in  the  Alum- 
ni Museum  this  year  was  17  pen 
and  ink  prints  by  Raleigh  artist 
Jerry  Miller  depicting  the  build- 
ings which  were  standing  on  the 
Barium  Campus  while  most  of 
the  alumni  lived  here.  Only  two 
of  the  buildings  drawn  still  stand 
today,  so  the  alumni's  senti- 
ment towards  these  prints  runs 
high. 

Alumni  (and  anyone  else  in- 
terested) were  able  to  order  these 
prints  between  February  1  and 
May  31  of  1988  through  the 
Barium  Messenger  and  the 
Home's  page  in  The  Presbyterian 
News,  Presbyterian  Family 
Ministries.  Orders  will  be  taken 
again  for  these  prints  February  1 
through  May  31  of  1989. 


Whether  gathering  with  old  friends. 


looking  at  photographs  in  the  Alumni  Museum.. 


or  just  plain  relaxing  and  enjoying  the  day,  Homecoming  1988 
was  fun  for  all! 


New  director  welcomed 


Barium  Springs  Home  for 
Children  welcomes  Fran  Oliver, 
who  began  as  director  of  the 
Family  and  Child  Development 
Center  on  August  2. 

Oliver  comes  to  us  from  the 
Love-N-Care  Child  Development 
Center  in  Newton,  where  she  was 
director  for  12  years. 

For  the  past  three  years,  Oliver 
has  also  been  teaching  courses  at 
Catawba  Valley  Technical  Col- 
lege and  presenting  a  number  of 
workshops  at  various  churches, 
day-care  centers,  and  area  con- 
ferences, all  related  to  the  child- 
development  field.  She  is  a 
member  of  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee of  the  State  Day  Care 
Association. 

"I  have  always  admired  the 
Family  and  Child  Development 
Center  for  its  commitment  to 
children,  families,  and  staff 
training,"  she  said.  "I  feel 
honored  to  be  the  director  here, 
and  so  far  I've  really  enjoyed  it." 

Though  born  in  Baltimore, 
Oliver  was  reared  in  Wilson, 
N.C.,  where  she  attended  college 
and  earned  a  degree  in  religion 
and  English.  She  has  a  16-year- 
old  daughter,  Shannon,  who  was 
recently  accepted  to  the  Gover- 


New  director  Fran  Oliver  (left) 
with  Anita  Payne  at  the  annual 
FCDC  Family  Picnic. 

nor's  School  of  Math  and 
Science,  where  she  will  finish  her 
last  two  years  of  high  school. 

Oliver  is  replacing  Anita 
Payne,  whose  husband  was  re- 
cently promoted  and  transferred 
to  Atlanta,  Georgia.  We  will 
miss  Anita  Payne  and  we  wish 
her  and  her  family  the  best  in 
their  new  home. 


Alumni 
News 

Louise  Gufford  Pfeiffer,  Class 
of  1928,  died  in  Towson,  Mary- 
land, on  June  8. 

She  is  survived  by  her  daugh- 
ter, Roxanne  Lawhon,  of  Bald- 
win, Maryland. 

Pat  Beshears  placed  flowers  in 
the  Alumni  Museum  in  memory 
of  Lacy  Beshears,  Class  of  1942, 
for  Homecoming  on  August  6 
and  7. 

Nettie  Miller  Clarke  called 
with  the  following  information: 

Maxine  Massey  Neill,  daugh- 
ter of  Mrs.  Massey  who  taught 
school  at  Barium  Springs  in  the 
late  1920's,  died  Wednesday, 
August  17,  as  the  result  of  a  car 
accident.  She  was  a  resident  of 
Troutman,  N.C. 

Sarah  Overman  Boyd,  matron 
at  Rumple  Hall  for  a  number  of 
years,  died  the  second  week  of 
August.  She  had  made  her  home 
in  Mt.  Ulla. 


...Or 
So  It 
Seems 


Let  me  tell  you  about  a  tragic 
incident  which  brought  much 
sadness,  but  also  brought  much 
inspiration. 

Dana  Robert  Armstrong  and 
his  two  sisters  grew  up  here  in  the 
1960's  and  70's.  As  a  young  boy, 
Dana  wanted  to  become  a  history 
teacher.  He  was  a  bright  boy  but 
had  more  than  a  little  determina- 
tion to  do  as  he  pleased.  After 
graduating  in  1975,  Dana  entered 
college  with  scholarship  help 
from  the  Home.  His  first  year 
was  so-so  as  he  flirted  with 
trouble. 

As  we  were  working  on  his 
budget  for  his  second  year,  it  was 
obvious  that  he  wanted  much 
more  scholarship  assistance  than 
was  reasonable  and,  in  a  signifi- 
cant huff,  he  decided  to  drop  out 
of  school  and  proceeded  to  fully 
embrace  the  trouble  he  had 
already  explored.  Dana  dropped 
out  of  sight. 

Several  years  later,  he  re- 
appeared and  we  learned  that  he 
had  sought  treatment,  become 
active  in  AA,  returned  to  school, 
and  was  determined  to  work  his 
way  through  "on  my  own." 
Later,  he  shared  "my  proudest 
possession" — his  two-year  AA 
pin.  Dana  stayed  in  close  touch 
with  those  he  had  known  here — 
both  peers  and  staff  as  his 
schooling  proceeded.  He  reluc- 
tantly accepted  assistance  during 
his  student  teaching  semester 
leading  to  graduation. 

His  dream  of  teaching  became 
a  reality  when  he  joined  the 
faculty  of  West  Iredell  High 
School  in  the  fall  of  1987.  He 
stopped  by  often  to  say  how 
much  he  enjoyed  teaching. 
Toward  the  end  of  the  school 
year,  I  was  driving  away  from 
the  office  as  he  was  driving  in. 

Through  the  car  window,  I 
said  that  I  was  on  my  way  to  a 
meeting  and  would  see  him  next 
time.  He  said,  "That's  OK.  I  just 
wanted  to  thank  you  again  for 


Earle  Frazier,  ACSW 
Executive  Director 

helping  me  to  be  a  teacher.  It's 
even  better  than  I  thought." 

That  was  the  last  time  I  would 
see  Dana.  Four  weeks  later,  his 
sister  called  to  say  that  he  had 
drowned  in  a  swimming  acci- 
dent. Of  course  I  was  as  shocked 
as  everyone  else  and  our  shock 
gave  way  to  great  sadness.  Just 
when  he  had  realized  his  goal,  he 
was  taken. 

Then  I  received  a  call  from  his 
group  in  Asheville  wanting  to  do 
something  special  and  lasting 
through  the  Home  "as  a  memor- 
ial to  him.  He  was  a  very  special 
person  to  so  many  people."  It 
was  decided  that  they  would 
establish  a  Memorial  Endow- 
ment Fund  in  his  name. 

Then  a  teacher  from  West 
Iredell  called.  A  group  there 
wanted  to  have  a  special  memor- 
ial service  since  some  students 
and  faculty  could  not  attend  the 
service  in  Red  Springs.  At  that 
service,  people  from  Asheville, 
Charlotte,  and  Winston-Salem 
told  me  how  much  Dana  had 
helped  them. 

One  man  said,  "When  I 
moved  to  Asheville,  I  had  been 
clean  for  about  one  year.  There 
were  several  times  that  I  would 
not  have  made  it  if  he  had  not 
been  with  me."  A  woman  said, 
"I  met  him  at  a  week-end  group 
in  Winston-Salem  and  haven't 
seen  him  since.  He  was  one  of  the 
most  special  people  I  have  ever 
known." 

Our  sadness  is  made  bearable 
by  our  growing  knowledge  that 
Dana  touched  so  many  lives,  by 
knowing  the  depth  of  feelings  for 
him,  and  by  knowing  that  his 
love  of  this  place  and  its  people 
helped  him  "come  to 
himself" — and  to  others. 


In  Memory  —  In  Honor 

Barium  Springs  Home  for  Children 


Donor  

Address 


IN  MEMORY 
My  gift  of  $  _ 


I  wish  to  C  Honor 
Name  of 

Honoree  or  Deceased 
Address  


IN  HONOR 

 is  enclosed. 

Z  Remember 


On  the  occasion  of  

Date  of  death  if  applicable 

Survivor  to  notify   

Address   


Relationship  of  survivor  to  honoree 


P.O.  Box  1,  Barium  Springs,  NC  28010 
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Leutze  speaks  as  seminary 
opens  doors  for  177th  year 


Union  Theological  Seminary 
began  its  177th  year  with  open- 
ing convocation  on  Wednesday, 
September  14,  at  3:30  p.m.  in 
Watts  Chapel.  The  ceremony 
marked  the  beginning  of  classes 
for  new  and  returning  students. 

Dr.  James  R.  Leutze,  presi- 
dent of  Hampden-Sydney  Col- 
lege, delivered  the  convocation 
address,  entitled  "The  Absence 
of  War  (What  If  World  Peace 
Breaks  Out?)."  Ties  between 
Hampden-Sydney  College  and 
Union  Seminary  go  back  to  1812 
when  the  seminary  was  founded 


college  campus.  At  the  turn  of 
the  century,  the  seminary  moved 
to  the  Richmond  campus. 

Leutze  holds  degrees  from  the 
University  of  Maryland,  the 
University  of  Miami,  and  Duke 
University.  For  three  years  he 
served  as  captain  in  the  U.S.  Air 
Force  and  commanded  a  techni- 
cal training  squadron  in  Denver, 
Co.  For  nearly  10  years  he  taught 
in  the  department  of  history  at 
the  University  of  North 
Carolina,  Chapel  Hill,  where  he 
also  chaired  the  committee  on 
curriculum  in  peace,  war,  and 
defense.  Leutze  was  made  the 


Peace  in  1986  and  has  received 
numerous  awards  both  for  his 
excellence  in  inspirational 
teaching  and  for  distinguished 
publication  in  the  area  of 
American  foreign  policy. 

His  books  include  Bargaining 
for  Supremacy:  Anglo-American 
Naval  Collaboration  1937-41  and 
A  Different  Kind  of  Victory:  The 
Biography  of  Admiral  Thomas 
C.  Hart.  Since  1983,  Leutze  has 
written  and  produced  "Globe- 
watch,"  a  13 -part  series  on  inter- 
national affairs  which  is  aired  on 
North  Carolina  Public  Tele- 


as  a  theological  school  on  the     Dowd  Professor  of  War  and  vision. 

Seminary  Sunday:  students, 
faculty  preach  in  churches 


Like  spokes  of  a  wheel, 
students  and  faculty  radiated  out 
in  all  directions  from  Union 
Seminary  the  weekend  of  Sep- 
tember 17-18.  They  were  par- 
ticipating in  Seminary  Sunday 
and  were  preaching  in  churches 
throughout  the  states  of  Virginia, 
West  Virginia,  North  Carolina, 
and  Maryland  and  the  District  of 
Columbia.  Seminary  Sunday  has 
been  designated  by  the  General 
Assembly  as  an  opportunity  for 
students  and  churches  alike  to 
experience  first-hand  the  vital 
connection  between  the  seminary 
and  the  church. 


John  Causey,  director  of  the 
Annual  Fund  at  the  seminary, 
reported  that  400  churches 
planned  to  participate  in  the 
observance  of  Seminary  Sunday. 
Some  requested  a  speaker  from 
the  seminary,  while  others  or- 
dered the  special  Union  Theolog- 
ical Seminary  bulletin  inserts 
with  accompanying  offering  en- 
velopes. Over  81,000  inserts  were 
sent  to  churches,  45,000  of  them 
hand-delivered  by  seminary  field 
representatives. 

The  Rev.  Thorn  Shuman,  pastor 
of  Opequon  Church  in  Winchester, 
Va.,  coordinated  the  Seminary  Sun- 


day preaching  assignments  by  match- 
ing church  requests  with  available 
students  and  faculty. 

In  addition  to  bulletin  inserts  and 
speakers,  a  new  20-minute  videotape 
about  campus  life  was  made  avail- 
able through  the  Development  Office 
at  the  seminary. 

Seminary  Sunday  provides  much- 
needed  financial  support  for  the 
seminaries  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church  (U.S.A.).  It  also  provides  an 
opportunity  for  the  seminary,  the 
churches,  and  the  students  to  com- 
mit themselves  anew  to  the  task  of 
preparing  able  leadership  for  the 
church. 


Dr.  T.  Hartley  Hall  IV  (left),  president  of  Union  Theological 
Seminary  in  Virginia,  and  the  Rev.  Lowelle  Simms,  tran- 
sitional executive  director  of  the  Synod  of  the  Mid-Atlantic, 
met  recently  to  discuss  synod  plans  to  locate  its  new  ex- 
ecutive offices  on  the  seminary  campus. 


Korean  news  broadcasts  resume 


After  a  seven-year  ban  on  its 
news  and  commercial  broad- 
casting, Christian  Broadcasting 
System  in  Korea  finally  had  its 
news  function  restored  in  the  fall 
of  1987,  and  it  is  providing  its 
listeners  with  full  coverage  of  na- 
tional and  international  events. 
Commercial  advertising  is  still 
limited  to  brief  sponsor 
messages,  however. 

The  restoration  of  the  net- 


work's news  is  part  of  an  overall 
move  toward  democratization  in 
South  Korea,  following  the 
massive  nationwide  outpouring 
of  June  1987,  which  forced  the 
government  toward  democratic 
development. 

At  the  main  ecumenical  com- 
munications organization  of  the 
Korean  church,  CBS  plays  an 
important  role  for  the  church 
and  Korean  society. 


4  Bible  translators  from  abroad  study  Greek  at  UTS 


We  don't  all  speak  the  same 
language.  We  don't  even  mean 
the  same  thing  when  we  use  iden- 
tical words.  Much  depends  on 
our  delivery,  our  inflection,  our 
use  of  the  word  in  the  sentence, 
and  the  sociological  context  in 
which  we  use  it. 

In  July,  46  students  from  all 
over  the  globe  came  to  Union 
Seminary  to  study  one  language 
—  Greek.  A  working  knowledge 
of  Greek  is  a  requirement  at 
Union  for  men  and  women  seek- 
ing the  Master  of  Divinity  degree 
in  preparation  for  ministry.  It  is 
also  a  requirement  for  another 
sort  of  ministry. 

Four  translation  consultants 
working  for  the  United  Bible 
Society  (UBS)  traveled  thousands 
of  miles  to  Richmond,  Va.,  to 
participate  in  the  summer  Greek 
school  course.  These  four  men, 
two  with  theology  degrees  and 
two  with  doctoral  degrees,  were 
here  to  learn  the  basics  of  the 
language  in  which  the  New  Tes- 
tament was  originally  written. 

The  aim  of  the  United  Bible 
Society  is  to  translate  the  Bible 
into  as  many  indigenous  languages 
as  possible.  This  is  a  monumen- 
tal task.  Some  countries  have 
hundreds  of  languages  —  not  to 
be  confused  with  dialects,  which 
exhibit  various  inherited  inflec- 
tions of  a  locality.  To  have  the 
Bible  available  to  all  persons  in 
their  own  tongues  is  the  goal  of 
the  UBS. 

a  request  for  translation 
:om  a  congrega- 


United  Bible  Society  scholars  studying  Greek  at  Union 
Seminary  this  summer  pose  for  a  group  picture.  Left  to  right 
are  Madugu,  Some,  Vamarisi,  and  Sembiring. 

tion,  the  UBS  plans  for  financial    original  words  may  be  T  am  hap- 


support  and  trained  translators 
to  accomplish  the  task.  Some- 
times it  commissions  pastors  as 
translators  and  provides  them 
with  linguistic  training.  At  other 
times,  it  chooses  persons  skilled 
in  languages  and  provides  them 
with  theological  training. 

The  job  of  the  translator  is 
first  to  find  the  exact  meaning  of 
the  original  Hebrew  or  Greek, 
and  then  to  translate  it  into  the 
daily  language  of  the  people.  If 
translated  literally,  it  may  make 
no  sense. 

"For  example,"  explained  Dr. 
Isaac  Madugu,  UBS  translation 
consultant  from  Nigeria,  "the 


py,'  while  the  African  way  of 
saying  that  is,  'My  stomach  is 
sweet.'  One  must  translate  the 
Bible  into  a  language  which  can 
be  understood  by  the  people,  but 
still  be  true  to  the  original  mean- 
ing." 

Madugu  studied  at  UCLA 
before  teaching  theoretical 
linguistics  at  the  University  of 
Ibadan,  just  north  of  Lagos.  In 
his  country  there  are  over  400 
languages.  The  Bible  has  been 
translated  into  the  three  main 
languages  (Hausa,  Yoruba,  and 
Igbo),  but  much  is  yet  to  be 
done. 

Dr.  Joachim  Some  arrived  in 


Richmond  from  the  Ivory  Coast, 
a  French-speaking  country  in 
West  Africa.  After  five  years  of 
teaching  at  the  university  and 
seven  years  of  training  at  a 
Catholic  seminary,  Some  is  now 
a  translation  consultant  with  the 
UBS,  supervising  several  projects 
at  once. 

"Greek  is  difficult,  but  my 
academic  training  helps  me," 
Some  said.  "Unlike  some  other 
languages,  there  is  so  much 
memorization  necessary  with  the 
study  of  Greek." 

Some  said  the  Christian 
church  is  growing  rapidly  in 
Africa,  but  Islam  remains  the 
predominant  religion.  Half  of 
the  population  of  the  Ivory 
Coast  is  Muslim,  and  the  remain- 
ing half  Christian  or  animist.  To 
counteract  the  strong  Muslim  in- 
fluence, Christians  in  Africa  ex- 
hibit a  faith  which  is  vital  and 
very  much  a  part  of  daily  life. 

"But  there  are  many  'un- 
reached' people  in  Africa  who 
need  to  hear  the  Good  News," 
said  Some,  "and  they  need  to  be 
reached  by  reading  the  Bible  in 
a  way  they  can  understand." 

The  Rev.  Jutama  Vamarisi 
came  to  Union  Seminary  from 
Fiji,  a  group  of  small  islands  in 
the  Pacific  Ocean  just  east  of 
Australia.  For  10  years  he  has 
worked  with  the  UBS,  supervis- 
ing the  translation  of  the  Old 
Testament. 

Varmarisi  described  percep- 
tual differences  between  cultures 
with  this  true-to-life  anecdote: 


"When  the  missionaries  came  to 
Fiji,  they  saw  us  in  grass  skirts," 
he  said  laughingly,  "and  asked 
us  to  clothe  ourselves.  Now,  we 
see  them  running  around  in  pub- 
lic places  in  bikinis  and  so  we 
have  asked  them  to  clothe  them- 
selves!" 

The  Rev.  M.K.  Sembiring, 
native  of  West  Java,  Indonesia, 
studied  at  Union  Theological 
Seminary  in  the  Philippines  and 
served  as  pastor  of  the  Karo 
Batak  Church  for  three  years 
before  being  selected  by  the 
church  as  a  translator.  Between 
1977  and  1983,  he  translated  the 
entire  Bible  into  one  of  In- 
donesia's 300  languages. 

Sembiring  noted  one  dif- 
ference between  churches  here 
and  in  Indonesia.  "We  are  much 
less  apt  to  notice  denominational 
differences  than  you  are  here. 
The  first  question  Indonesians 
would  ask  would  be,  'Are  you 
Christian?'  and  there  would  be 
no  need  to  ask  further."  Ameri- 
can Christians  tend  to  identify 
themselves  more  as  members  of 
one  denomination. 

Dr.  Linda  Bridges,  instructor 
of  Greek  at  Union  Seminary  this 
summer,  commented  on  the 
presence  of  these  scholars  in  her 
class.  "They're  like  a  corps  of 
team  teachers,"  she  said.  "It's 
wonderful  to  hear  of  the  work  of 
the  UBS  and  to  know  what  must 
go  into  making  a  translation 
communicable  to  the  audience 
while  remaining  faithful  to  the 
original  Greek." 
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Crisis  as  Opportunity: 
Challenges  in  the  Elijah  Stories 
Lesson  2,  October: 
The  Crisis  of  Hunger 

Circle  Bible  Leaders  Study  Guide 


By  Carol  T.  (Pinky)  Bender 

The  Crisis  of  Drought,  unless  alleviated 
rather  quickly,  can  only  lead  to  a  Crisis 
of  Hunger.  Thus  the  topic  for  this  month 
is  just  that,  the  crisis  of  famine,  follow- 
ing the  story  last  month  of  the  terrible 
shortage  of  water.  The  situation  for  Eli- 
jah was  desperate,  not  unlike  the  circum- 
stances in  many  parts  of  the  world  today. 

As  you  begin  preparation  for  the  study, 
think  of  how  you  deal  with  a  biblical 
passage.  Do  you  stretch  and  pull  and  prod 
and  poke  so  as  to  get  all  that  you  can  out 
of  the  text,  rather  than  have  the  "truths" 
laid  out  for  you?  Do  you  rely  on  the  voice 
of  the  Holy  Spirit  to  guide  you  into  truth, 
rather  than  have  commentators  tell  you 
what  the  passage  says?  When  you  deal 
with  a  text,  are  you  affected  by  tradition 
that  does  not  reflect  what  we  see  and 
know? 

Three  questions 

When  approaching  any  passage  of 
Scripture,  you  may  want  to  ask  the 
following  three  questions:  (1)  What  does 
this  passage  say?  (2)  What  does  our  cul- 
ture say  to  us  about  this  passage?  (3)  Has 
something  in  my  life  been  different  from 
this  passage? 

Decide  what  the  "bottom-line"  issues 
are  for  you  when  studying  a  portion  of 
the  Bible,  the  limits  beyond  which  you 
will  not  go.  For  instance,  one  may  be  that 
Scripture  can  be  pushed  and  pulled  be- 
cause it  is  not  fragile  and  will  survive  our 
questions.  Another  may  be  that  Scripture 
speaks  today.  Try  to  state  your  own  ideas 
in  a  clear,  concise  sentence  or  two. 

For  your  background  information, 
read  about  what  Walter  Brueggemann,  in 
the  Knox  Preaching  Guide  on  I  Kings, 


calls  human  vulnerability  versus  divine 
power  (p.  80).  If  you  choose  to  pursue 
this  line  of  thought,  ask  your  circle  ques- 
tions like,  How  is  Elijah  vulnerable?  The 
widow?  The  son? 

Read  Matthew  6:25-33  to  see  what 
Jesus  had  to  say  about  this!  How  are  we 
vulnerable  today?  In  what  ways  are  we 
anxious  today?  What  causes  stress?  How 
do  we  cope  with  it? 

As  you  move  into  the  Scripture 
reference  from  I  Kings  for  this  study,  you 
will  want  to  do  some  background  research 
on  Elijah,  who  is  called  a  "Tishbite"  or 
a  native  of  Tishbe  in  Gilead.  Gilead  is  the 
key  here.  It  is  a  place  of  healing,  of 
miracles,  of  a  sense  of  God's  presence, 
and  is  located  in  the  northern  kingdom 
called  Israel.  (See  map,  page  4.) 

When  the  word  of  the  Lord  came  to 
Elijah,  he  apparently  was  listening!  The 
author  of  the  study  book,  Dr.  Mary 
Boney  Sheats,  has  an  excellent  section  on 
page  16  which  is  introduced  with  the  ques- 
tions, "How  did  the  Lord  speak  to  Eli- 
jah? In  what  ways  does  God  give  direc- 
tions?" Continue  with  the  "Pause  and 
Reflect"  part  as  you  discuss  God's 
guidance  in  our  lives  today. 

Miraculous  feeding 

God  sent  Elijah  to  Cherith  to  be 
miraculously  fed  by  ravens  and  to  drink 
from  the  brook  until  it  dried  up  because 
of  the  drought.  If  you  read  the  various 
commentaries  about  the  ravens,  you  may 
find  interesting  interpretations  for  the 
Hebrew  word  translated  here  as  "raven"! 
Hebrew  is  a  language  without  vowels,  so 
if  certain  vowels  are  supplied,  the  word 
can  be  construed  to  mean  "Arab  mer- 
chants"! We  will  use  the  traditional 
rendering  of  the  word  as  "ravens,"  which 


are  scavenger  birds. 

God's  word  comes  again  to  Elijah,  and 
the  prophet  is  sent  to  Zarephath.  (Again, 
see  map,  page  4.)  Surely,  this  must  have 
seemed  like  a  strange  calling  to  Elijah!  To 
go  to  a  far-away  place  to  be  fed  by  a 
widow  in  a  time  of  history  when  widows 
were  the  lowest  rung  of  the  social  ladder 
was  absurd,  humanly  speaking. 

But  God's  word  was  accurate  as  al- 
ways! There,  at  the  gate  of  the  city,  two 
people  who  had  no  hope  were  brought  to- 
gether by  God  into  a  situation  that  prom- 
ised hope.  Use  questions  under  "Pause 
and  Reflect,"  pages  18  and  19. 

Discuss  Luke  4 

The  second  passage  that  Dr.  Sheats 
gives  for  study  is  Luke  4:16-30.  Try 
dividing  your  group  into  pairs  and  use  the 
following  questions:  What  does  it  mean 
to  "preach  good  news  to  the  poor"?  How 
can  we  "proclaim  release  to  the  cap- 
tives"? Captives  of  what? 

In  what  way  can  we  help  blind  people 
recover  their  sight?  Who  are  the  oppress- 
ed who  need  to  be  set  free?  Let  circle 
members  talk  about  these  questions 
together  and  then  discuss  them  with  the 
whole  group. 

The  study  material  ends  with  several 
suggestions  for  projects  for  your  circle. 
Try  to  find  an  outreach  in  your  communi- 
ty that  deals  with  hunger  and  get  volun- 
teers to  assist  in  that  program. 

As  you  close  your  time  of  study  on  the 
Crisis  of  Hunger,  reflect  on  the  fears  that 
we  have  about  death  which  would  have 
been  the  result  of  this  famine.  Ask  your 
circle  members  to  give  a  summary  of  the 
session  in  one  sentence.  Some  examples 
might  be:  God  provides  sustenance  for  us 


in  participation  with  people.  Faith  is  the 
vehicle  for  miracles.  God  uses  us  to  act 
for  God  in  the  world. 

A  fun  resource 

Another  resource  that  is  not  only 
educational,  but  also  lots  of  fun,  is  a 
musical  skit  written  by  Cleda  Locey,  new 
moderator  for  the  churchwide  Coordinat- 
ing Team  of  Presbyterian  Women.  It  is 
not  copyrighted  and  is  available  from  the 
participants'  program  booklet  at  the  1988 
Women's  Conference  at  Montreat,  held 
August  7-13  of  this  year,  or  by  sending 
a  self-addressed,  stamped  envelope  to 
"Elijah  Skit,"  McQuay  Memorial  Pres- 
byterian Church,  3501  Tuckaseegee 
Road,  Charlotte,  N.C.  28208. 

The  skit  contains  songs  with  familiar 
tunes,  i.e.,  "Now  Elijah  Was  a  Prophe- 
sying Man"  uses  the  tune  to  "She'll  Be 
Coming  'Round  the  Mountain,"  and,  of 
course,  special  words  to  the  tune  of 
"Swing  Low,  Sweet  Chariot!"  A  nar- 
rator, Elijah,  the  widow,  and  four 
"voices"  make  up  the  cast  of  characters. 
The  first  performance  was  given  in 
Anderson  Auditorium  with  the  audience 
as  singers. 

As  we  move  through  this  study  to- 
gether, please  send  ideas  for  additional 
resources  to  me  at  the  above  Charlotte  ad- 
dress, or  to  the  synod  newspaper  editor, 
who  will  forward  them  on.  Because  we 
are  dealing  with  small  sections  of  Scrip- 
ture each  month,  we  will  have  ample  op- 
portunity to  do  some  creative  digging  in 
the  Elijah  stories  to  see  how  they  apply 
to  us  today. 

The  Rev.  Carol  T.  (Pinky)  Bender  is 
pastor  of  McQuay  Church  in  Charlotte, 
N.C. 


Workshops,  social  activities  planned  at  student  event 


College  students  will  be  able  to 
hear  speakers,  take  part  in  work- 
shops, go  on  field  trips,  experi- 
ence a  global  village,  worship, 
and  enjoy  dances,  concerts,  and 
other  socializing  at  a  national 
conference  planned  by  the  Pres- 
byterian Church  (U.S.A.).  "Let 
the  Bones  Dance!"  will  take 
place  Dec.  28-Jan.  1  at  the  Gait 
House  in  Louisville. 

The  title  comes  from  the  story 
in  Ezekiel  37  when  winds  breathe 
upon  the  slain  and  they  stand 
and  live.  The  conference  will 
focus  on  students'  visions  and 
aims  to  help  them  to  new  life. 

Among  leaders  are  Gary  Dem- 
arest,  associate  director  of 
evangelism  with  the  General 
Assembly;  Keith  Russell,  presi- 
dent of  New  York  Seminary; 
Rodrigo  Carazo,  former  presi- 
dent of  Costa  Rica;  Elayne 
Hyman  of  the  University  of  the 
District  of  Columbia;  and  Justo 
Gonzales  of  Columbia  Seminary. 
Music  leaders  are  Bobby  Sawyer 
and  Nancy  Eng  MacNeill. 

Students  can  choose  a  six-hour 
workshop  on  one  topic  or  two- 
hour  workshops  on  three  topics. 
Those  topics  are  peacemaking; 
"bare-bones"  Bible;  racism; 
sharing  one's  faith;  the  power  of 
prayer;  self-identity  as  a  gift 
from  God;  global  mission;  lead- 
ership; loving  God,  neighbor, 
and  self;  and  sexuality. 

Cost  is  $170,  which  covers 


registration,  room,  and  meals, 
but  not  transportation.  Some 
scholarships  for  travel  are 
available. 

For  more  information,  write 
National  Student  Conference, 
Presbyterian  Church  (U.S.A.), 
100  Witherspoon  Street,  Louis- 
ville, Ky.  40202-1396. 

CONFERENCES 

Training  for  pastors  in 
preparing  couples  for  marriage 

Pastors  can  serve  a  crucial 
function  in  a  society  with  a  high 
number  of  divorces  by  preparing 
young  couples  for  marriage  and 
educating  them  afterwards.  The 
Presbyterian  Counseling  Center 
in  Greensboro,  N.C,  will  train 
pastors  in  premarital  counseling 
in  a  workshop  in  November. 

Specifically,  the  session  will 
train  pastors  in  the  use  of 
Prepare  and  Enrich,  approaches 
to  premarital  counseling 
developed  by  Dr.  David  Olson  of 
the  University  of  Minnesota.  The 
former  applies  generally  to 
couples  considering  marriage, 
the  latter  to  couples  needing 
enrichment  or  counseling. 

The  workshop  will  be  held 
Nov.  15  at  the  Center,  from  9:30 
a.m.  to  4:00  p.m. 

Prepare  "helps  identify 
couples  that  may  need  further 
counseling  or  who  may  need  to 


postpone  their  wedding,"  said 
the  Center's  director,  Dr.  Robert 
Herron,  who  will  lead  the  work- 
shop. The  training  will  enable  a 
pastor  to  administer  and  inter- 
pret the  materials. 

The  $75  cost  includes  a  man- 
ual, all  instruments,  and  a  free 
scoring  of  one  test. 

For  more  information,  contact 
Prebyterian  Counseling  Center, 
P.O.  Box  5638,  Greensboro, 
N.C.  27435-0638  (telephone 
919-275-9324). 

4  health  problems  &  what  to  do 

Four  major  issues  in  health 
will  be  the  subject  of  a  forum 
sponsored  by  Brownson  Mem- 
orial Church  in  Southern  Pines, 
N.C,  Oct.  8.  The  issues  are 
adolescent  pregnancy,  alcohol 
and  drug  abuse,  quality  and  care 
of  health  care,  and  ethics. 

Organizers  chose  the  topics 
after  polling  church  members 
and  local  medical  personnel. 

Speakers  will  be  Barbara 
Huberman,  executive  director  of 
the  N.C.  Coalition  on  Adoles- 
cent Pregnancy;  Dr.  Theodore 
Clark,  medical  director  of  several 
treatment  clinics;  Dr.  Monroe 
Gilmour,  retired  physician;  and 
Dr.  John  Lincourt,  professor  of 
philosophy  at  UNC-Charlotte. 

Lunch  will  cost  $5.  For  more 
information  or  to  make  reserva- 
tions, call  Brownson  Memorial 
at  919-692-6252. 


Promoting  the  church  library 

"A  Beachcomber's  Bonanza 
of  Ideas  for  Promoting  the 
Church  Library"  is  the  theme  of 
the  fall  workshop  of  the  N.C. 
chapter  of  the  Church  and  Syn- 
agogue Library  Association,  to 
take  place  Oct.  15  at  Wrightsville 
United  Methodist  Church  in 
Wrightsville  Beach,  N.C,  from 


ADDA-PAD 
PEW  UPHOLSTERING 

REVERSIBLE  CUSHIONS 
PEW  REFINISHING 

Our  installers  have  upholstered  over  1.000 
churches.  15  year  wear  warranty.  We  can  upholster 
your  pews  on  site  for  less  than  loose  cushions' 
Call  us  for  a  FREE  estimate: 


|»ch  Interiors  Inc. 

"yP^I     CHURCH  FURNITURE  &  STAINED  GLASS 

800  Eastchester  Dr.  •  P.O.  Box  5346 

High  Point.  NC  27262-5346 
NC  1  (800)  922-6432  TOLL  FREE 


FREE  ESTIMAT 

Stained  Installations 
Stained  Glass  Restoration 
•Custom  Aluminum  Frames 

•  Fiberglass  Baptistries  &  Steeples 

•  Church  Furniture 

A  &  H 
T  &  STAINED  GLASS 


9:00  a.m.  to  2:30  p.m. 

Cost  is  $3  for  Association 
members  and  $5  for  others.  For 
more  information,  contact  Bet- 
ty Wilson,  237  Monticello  Ave., 
Durham,  N.C.  27707  (telephone 
919-489-6955). 


FIBERGLASS  BAPTISTRIES 

^STEEPLES— CROSSES  ' 
WATER  HEATERS 


TOLL FREEN J 
0-231-6035  y 


LITTLE  GIANT  MANUFACTURING  CO.,  INC. 
Dept.  61  /  Bex  518  /  Orange,  Texes  77630 
IN  TEXAS:  (409)  803-4246 


OMPANY,  IN&£ 


P  O  Box  67 
Harmony,  NC  28634 


Phone 

(704  )  546  2687 


NEW  POSITION: 
Staff  Specialist  for 
Korean  Ministries. 

One-half  time  in  National 
Capital  Presbytery  assisting 
the  development  of  Korean 
congregations  and  one-half 
time  in  Synod  of  Mid-Atlantic 
facilitating  communication 
between  Synod  and  Presby- 
tery staff  and  Korean  churches. 

Salary/Housing:  $25,000  to 
$35,000 

Offices  in  Richmond,  Va. 
and  Washington,  D.C. 

Send  dossiers  to:  Rev. 
Wayne  Moulder,  Synod  of 
Mid-Atlantic,  6600  York 
Road,  Suite  205A,  Baltimore, 
Md.  21212. 

Deadline:  Novi  ,  988.  i 
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Intensive  Bible  study 
is  topic  of  workshop 


Dr.  Eugene  F.  Trester, 
founder  and  director  of  A.B.I.L. 
in  Tuscon,  Ariz.,  will  lead  a  one- 
day  orientation  of  pastors,  edu- 
cators, members  of  adult-study 
committees,  and  other  adults  in- 
terested in  learning  more  about 
this  significant  approach  to  in- 
tensive adult  Bible  study  on  Mon- 
day, Nov.  14,  9:30-4:30. 

Adult  Biblical  Interdependent 
Learning  is  an  intensive  adult 
program  for  studying  the  Bible  in 
an  intelligent,  understanding 
manner,  drawing  upon  the  latest 
scholarship  of  various  biblical 
scholars  known  for  their  work  in 
their  respective  fields. 

Some  of  the  30  writers  include: 
Walter  Brueggemann,  Columbia 
Theological  Seminary;  Paul  J. 
Achtemeier  and  Jack  Kingsbury, 
Union  Theological  Seminary  in 
Virginia;  and  Eugene  March, 
Louisville  Presbyterian  Seminary. 

ABIL  is  a  program  of  biblical 
study  which  consists  of  20  Old 
Testament  and  20  New  Testament 
units  of  study,  each  session  ap- 
proximately two  hours  in  length. 

The  educational  model  incor- 
porates individual  study  and  re- 
flection prior  to  each  class  ses- 
sion, lecture,  and  discussion  car- 
ried out  in  a  group  where  there 
is  a  bond  of  support  and  Chris- 
tian community. 

Dr.  Malcolm  Knowles,  re- 
nowned professor  of  education 
now  retired  from  NCSU  and 


founder  of 
the  educa- 
tional model 
of  adult  learn- 
ing called 
"andragogy," 
has  provided 
the  educa- 
tional model 
upon  which 
ABIL  is  built. 
Bob  Poteet, 


Dr.  Eugene 
Trester 


staff  associate  for  leadership 
development,  Orange  Presby- 
tery, wrote  to  a  national  Chris- 
tian Education  Conference  at 
Montreat  last  year: 

"I  am  impressed  with  ABIL. 
It  is  certainly  scholarly  and  yet  it 
reinforces  and  supports  the  'spir- 
itual' dimensions  of  faith.  It  is 
experiential  and  inductive... and 
offers  the  best  in  scholarship  not 
just  from  one  writer  but  from 
many.  ABIL  offers  an  excellent 
resource  for  persons  who  have 
participated  in  Kerygma  and  are 
wanting  more  in-depth  study  of 
particular  books  of  the  Bible  or 
a  more  sequential,  chronological 
approach  than  thematical." 

Cost  is  $10.00  per  person,  in- 
cluding lunch,  if  registration  is 
received  in  the  presbytery  office 
by  November  1;  $15.00  after 
November  1 .  Call  the  presbytery 
office  (286-0704)  for  more  infor- 
mation or  to  receive  a  registra- 
tion form. 


Canadian  to  lecture  on 
dramas  of  early  church 


The  congregation  of  First 
Church,  Henderson,  is  honored 
to  welcome  one  of  the  most  high- 
ly regarded  preachers  of  Canada, 
Dr.  A.  Leonard  Griffith  of  Wil- 
lowdale,  Ontario,  as  the  1988 
Royster  Lecturer. 

The  series  theme  is  "Dramas 
In  The  Early  Church."  Griffith 
will  preach  during  the  1 1 :00  a.m. 
morning  worship  on  Sunday,  Oc- 
tober 2.  His  sermon  is  entitled, 
"The  Real  Christians  Today," 
based  on  Acts  11:19-30,  13:1-5. 
That  evening  at  8:00  p.m.  the  vis- 
iting lecturer  will  preach  on  Acts 
12,  "A  Drama  of  Prayer." 

Monday  and  Tuesday  evenings 
at  8:00  p.m.,  Griffith  will  preach 
on  "Four  Areas  of  Evangelism" 
(Acts  8)  and  "Christianity  at  Its 
Best"  (Acts  27). 

On  Sunday  evening,  a  recep- 
tion will  follow  the  service. 
Choirs  and  ministers  of  other 
Henderson  churches  will  partici- 
pate in  the  evening  services. 

Griffith,  a  native  of  England, 
emigrated  to  Canada  with  his  pa- 
rents and  received  his  formal 
education  there.  He  graduated 
from  McGill  University  in  1945, 
the  same  year  he  was  ordained  a 
minister  in  the  United  Church  of 
Canada. 

He  also  holds  a  degree  from 
Queens  University,  Toronto,  and 


completed  post-graduate  work  at 
Oxford  University.  The  United 
Theological  College  (1962)  and 
Wycliffe  College  (1985)  bestowed 
the  degrees  of  Doctor  of  Divinity 
upon  Griffith  for  his  many  con- 
tributions to  the  church.  He  was 
also  honored  as  a  Freeman  of  the 
City  of  London  in  1961. 

After  serving  several  brief  pas- 
torates, Griffith  was  senior  min- 
ister of  Chalmers  United  Church 
in  Ottawa  for  11  years.  In  1960 
he  was  called  to  be  senior  mini- 
ster of  the  famous  City  Temple 
in  London,  England,  succeeding 
Dr.  Leslie  Weatherhead.  In  1966, 
he  returned  to  Canada  and  be- 
came senior  minister  of  Deer 
Park  United  Church  in  Toronto. 

He  is  the  author  of  21  books; 
the  most  recent  is  his  autobio- 
graphy, From  Sunday  to  Sun- 
day: Twenty  Years  in  the  Pulpit. 

In  1975,  when  Griffith  was  re- 
ceived into  the  ministry  of  the 
Anglican  Church,  until  his  retire- 
ment in  1986,  he  served  on  the 
staff  of  St.  Paul's  Church  in 
Toronto,  where  he  did  most  of 
the  preaching.  During  that  time 
he  also  taught  preaching  in  the 
Toronto  School  of  Theology. 

The  public  is  cordially  invited 
to  participate  in  these  highly 
respected  lectures,  October  2-4, 
First  Church,  Henderson. 


Youth,  worship  focus  of  workshop 


Roger  Nishioka,  staff  associate 
for  youth  ministry  with  the  Gen- 
eral Assembly,  will  be  leading  a 
workshop  for  educators,  youth 
ministry  leaders  both  profes- 
sional and  lay,  and  others  inter- 
ested in  exploring  together  the 
Reformed  understanding  of  cor- 
porate and  private  worship  of 
God  and  how  these  affirmations 
and  the  needs  and  interests  of 
youth  converge. 

A  challenge  faced  by  many 
planners  of  corporate  worship  is 
how  to  structure  worship  in  a 


way  that  is  true  to  our  tradition 
and  still  is  perceived  to  be  rele- 
vant and  authentic.  Nishioka  will 
share  from  his  own  experience  and 
research  insights  into  this  concern. 

All  planners  of  worship;  youth 
ministry  teachers,  advisors,  and 
leaders;  pastors  and  educators 
are  urged  to  attend  this  special 
workshop  set  for  Monday,  Oc- 
tober 3,  10:00-3:00,  Camp  New 
Hope.  Call  presbytery's  office 
(286-0704)  by  September  28  to 
register.  Cost:  $5.00  (includes 
lunch). 


The  Orange  Presbyterian 


Bob  Poteet,  Editor 

P.O.  Box  2874,  Durham  27705 


September  1988 

(919)  286-0704 


Presbytery  'B'  Council  keeps 
\s  moving  toward  '89 


The  first  Assembly  of  Presby- 
tery "B"  appointed  a  Transition- 
al Council  to  coordinate  the 
work  of  the  transitional  commit- 
tees and  plan  subsequent  Presby- 
tery "B"  assemblies. 

Eight  persons  each  from  Con- 
cord, Orange,  and  Yadkin  Pres- 
byteries make  up  the  member- 
ship of  the  Transitional  Council. 
Mrs.  Dale  Davidson  of  Orange 
Presbytery  chairs  the  Council. 

The  Council  has  assumed  lea- 
dership in  arranging  for  the  new 
presbytery  to  be  "up  and  run- 
ning" in  January  1989.  Plans  to 
prevent  gaps  in  essential  duties 
and  services  of  presbyteries  are 


being  set  into  place. 

The  Council  has  met  monthly 
since  March.  Following  are  the 
highlights  of  the  August  17 
meeting  of  the  Transitional 
Council. 

The  Council  initiated  action  to 
develop  incorporation  papers 
and  by-laws;  with  the  Budget  and 
Finance  Committee,  began  to 
work  on  the  1989  presbytery 
budget,  including  askings  for  the 
churches;  arranged  for  child-care 
at  future  assemblies  of  the  pres- 
bytery; heard  a  progress  report 
on  the  Racial-Ethnic  Caucus; 
named  representatives  to  a  con- 


sultation on  the  future  of  pres- 
bytery camps  and  camping  pro- 
grams; approved  a  paper  harmo- 
nizing the  transitional  documents 
approved  at  the  first  Assembly; 
heard  the  progress  of  the  Presby- 
tery Name  Committee  (a  name 
for  Presbytery  "B"  was  to  be 
chosen  by  the  September  15  As- 
sembly meeting  at  Vandalia 
Church  in  Greensboro);  approved 
a  plan  for  the  use  of  the  present 
officers  of  Concord  and  Orange 
Presbyteries  by  Presbytery  "B" 
through  at  least  the  first  quarter 
of  1989.  Those  presbyteries  are 
being  contacted  to  request  their 
approval  and  to  work  out  details. 


Deas  and  Pickard  named  first 
co-moderators  of  'C  Council 


The  Transitional  Council  of 
Presbytery  "C"  has  met  three 
times  during  the  summer  months. 
At  the  first  meeting  the  Rev.  Ed- 
die Deas  III  of  Rocky  Mount 
and  Dr.  Edwin  Pickard  of  Ral- 
eigh were  elected  co-moderators 
of  the  Transitional  Council. 

Eight  task  forces  made  up  of 
representatives  of  the  antecedent 
presbyteries  were  created  to 
begin  planning  for  the  emerging 
presbytery.  The  task  force 
included: 

•  Committee  on  Ministry 

•  Education 

•  Outdoor  Ministry 


•  New  and  Small  Church 

•  Preparation  for  Ministry 

•  Nominations 

•  Communications 

•  Special  Mission 

Each  of  these  task  forces  met 
initially  on  August  29  in  Raleigh 
at  the  White  Memorial  Church. 
Each  was  asked  to  prepare  bud- 
get requests  for  1989  and  "to  do 
basic  planning  in  their  area  of 
responsibility  until  a  new  struc- 
ture is  in  place." 

The  purpose  of  the  task  forces 
is  to  make  sure  that  important 
areas  of  responsibility  will  not  be 
ignored  during  the  transitional 


Workshops  to  introduce 
new  PREM  curriculum 


Two  identical  "Help  is 
Here!"  workshops  were  held 
on  Sunday,  August  28,  to  in- 
troduce teachers  to  the  new 
Presbyterian  and  Reformed 
Educational  Ministry  curri- 
culum resources,  Bible  Dis- 
covery and  Celebrate. 

Seventeen  classes  were  held 
for  teachers  of  all  age  groups 
in  each  workshop.  There  were 
141  participants  at  Starmount 
Church,  Greensboro,  and  119 
at  First  Church,  Durham. 

Leadership  for  these  two 
workshops  came  primarily 
from  Orange  Presbytery's 
PREM  advocates,  who  have 
been  working  for  several 
months,  assisting  congrega- 
tions in  learning  about  the 
new  curriculum  materials  and 
an  approach  to  the  education- 
al ministry  in  the  church 
which  is  comprehensive  in  na- 
ture and  which  seeks  to  inte- 
grate worship,  study,  mission, 
and  service. 

The  Leadership  Develop- 
ment Work  Unit  expresses  its 


appreciation  to  the  following 
persons  for  their  leadership 
and  support:  Claire  Holt;  Lou 
Anne  Anderson;  Judy  Crow- 
der;  Phyllis  Pollard;  Martha 
Stevenson;  Nancy  Darter; 
Betty  Berghaus;  Jan  Butin; 
Debbie  Taylor;  Mildred  Hog- 
gard;  Bill  and  Becky  Wood; 
Evelyn  Edwards;  Ethel  Si- 
monetti;  Harriet  Isbell;  Betty 
Phipps;  Evelyn  McMullen; 
Jim  Rissmiller;  Doug  Bar- 
rick;  and  Ann  Jones. 

Great  appreciation  is  also 
expressed  to  Arabella 
Meadows-Rogers  and  Leslie 
McLeod  for  their  support  as 
local  contact  persons,  Ara- 
bella in  Durham  and  Leslie  in 
Greensboro. 

The  two  persons  who 
chaired  the  planning  team, 
recruited  the  leadership,  and 
stayed  "on  top"  of  the  many 
details  are  Ron  and  Melisha 
Gilreath,  Mebane  Memorial 
Church,  Roxboro.  Thanks  to 
the  Gilreaths  as  well. 


Peace  associates  named  for  Mid-East 


Elizabeth  Tykal  and  Jim  Barn- 
hardt  have  been  appointed  by  the 
Global  Mission  Unit  with  the 
concurrence  of  the  Presbyterian 
Peacemaking  Program  as  peace 
associates  for  the  Middle  East  for 
one  year  beginning  August  1, 
Presbyterian  News  Service  re- 
ported. 

They  have  served  for  two  years 
as  English  teachers  in  Egypt  and 
more  recently  as  teachers  at  the 
Lutheran  School  in  Ramallah 
while  engaged  in  intensive  Arabic 
language  study  at  Birzet  Univer- 


sity. During  this  past  summer 
they  were  continuing  language 
study  in  Damascus,  Syria. 

On  September  1,  they  began 
their  new  assignment,  to  work 
with  Mark  Brown  and  the  Mid- 
dle East  Council  of  Churches  in 
Jerusalem  in  aiding  Presbyterian- 
sponsored  travel  and  study  sem- 
inars to  the  Middle  East. 

The  associates  will  be  itinerat- 
ing in  the  U.S.  during  the  first 
two  weeks  of  October  1988  on 
behalf  of  the  Presbyterian  Peace- 
making Program. 


period. 

Additional  assembly  meetings 
for  Presbytery  "C"  were  set  for 
September  24  at  First  Church, 
Durham,  and  October  27  at  First 
Church,  New  Bern. 

The  Transitional  Council  has 
been  advised  of  the  contents  of 
the  reports  of  the  special  com- 
mittees on  Mission  Design, 
Structure,  and  Organization 
Name  and  Location;  Budget  and 
Finance;  Exempt  Staff  Search; 
and  Committee  on  Representa- 
tion. These  reports  will  be  made 
to  the  Assembly  on  September 
24. 

Associate 
exec  accepts 
church  call 

The  Rev.  Bob  Poteet,  associ- 
ate executive  presbyter  for  leader- 
ship development,  has  resigned 
his  position  with  Orange  Presby- 
tery effective  October  1  so  that 
he  can  accept  the  call  of  the 
Grace  Church  of  Houston,  Tex- 
as, to  join  its  staff  as  associate 
minister  for  education  and 
program. 

Grace  Church  has  a  member- 
ship of  about  3000,  and  is  known 
as  the  fastest  growing  Presbyter- 
ian congregation  in  the  Synod  of 
the  Sun.  Together  with  full-time 
educators  working  with  children 
and  youth,  Poteet  will  have  the 
administrative  responsibility  for 
the  entire  educational  ministry  of 
that  church.  He  hopes  to  expand 
dramatically  opportunities  for 
growth  and  understanding  for 
children,  youth,  and  adults,  not 
just  on  Sundays  but  throughout 
the  other  days  of  the  week  as  well. 

A  special  focus  of  his  ministry 
will  be  developing  diverse  pro- 
gramming for  adults,  which  seeks 
to  bring  together  the  study  of 
scripture,  theology,  and  life  ex- 
perience and  which  undergirds 
the  work  of  the  church  through 
its  worship,  study,  and  service. 

During  Poteet's  time  with 
Orange  Presbytery,  the  resource 
center  system  has  been  developed 
more  fully,  the  popular  Step  Into 
Leadership  and  Winter  Pops 
training  events  have  been  intro- 
duced, and  most  recently  the  in- 
troduction of  PREM  has  been 
carried  out. 

In  addition  to  staffing  many  of 
the  program  committees  of  the 
presbytery,  he  has  served  as  the 
editor  of  Orange  Presbytery's 
Presbyterian  News  page. 
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elected;  synod  starts  to  organize 


The  Rev.  Carroll  Jenkins  (left)  and  his  wife,  Nancy,  at  the  Synod 
Assembly  in  Richmond  following  his  election  as  executive  of 
the  synod. 


there  would  be  new  leadership, 
they  indicated.  The  two  former 
synods  had  different  operating 
styles  and  emphases;  much  of  the 
concern  in  North  Carolina  was 
over  support  for  institutions, 
which  it  had  strongly  empha- 
sized. 

Representatives  from  the  Pied- 
mont at  the  meeting  said  that  the 
structural  design  for  the  Mid- 
Atlantic  did  represent  a  new 
direction,  not  one  following  that 
of  the  Piedmont;  one  speaker 
said  that  it  was  closer  to  North 
Carolina's  than  the  Piedmont's. 
They  also  said  that  there  was  no 


agreement  in  negotiations  on  the 
new  synod  that  barred  executives 
from  the  old  synods  from  apply- 
ing for  that  position  in  the  new 
one  and  that  the  Articles  of 
Agreement  guaranteed  those 
people  the  right  to  apply  for  the 
new  job. 

Holler  said  in  an  interview 
later  that  he  thought  the  meeting 
had  helped  clear  the  air. 

"The  point  of  the  meeting  was 
to  give  Carroll  an  opportunity  to 
respond  to  some  perceptions  that 
folks  down  here  had,  and  to  lay 
out  his  vision  of  the  new  synod," 
he  said. 


New  committees  listed 


Moderator  Ralph  Johnson  presides  over  the  second  Synod 
Assembly.  He  is  pastor  of  New  Castle  Church  in  Delaware. 


Jenkins 

By  Robert  Milks 
Editor 

The  Synod  of  the  Mid-Atlantic 
at  its  second  Assembly  elected 
the  Rev.  Carroll  Jenkins  as  its  ex- 
ecutive and  elected  the  Synod 
Council  and  the  committees  that 
will  oversee  the  synod's  mission. 
The  synod  at  its  first  Assembly 
had  adopted  the  design  for  its 
structure;  no  committees,  how- 
ever, have  been  organized  yet. 
They  will  now  begin  to  form  in 
late  fall. 

The  meeting  took  place  at 
Grace  Covenant  Church  in  Rich- 
mond, Va.,  Oct.  3-4. 

Jenkins,  53,  served  as  the  last 
executive  of  the  old  Synod  of  the 
Piedmont.  He  was  unanimously 
nominated  by  the  synod's  Staff 
Search  and  Nominating  Com- 
mittee. Commissioners  elected 
him  by  a  vote  of  139-66. 

The  opposing  votes  reflected 
some  political  undercurrents  in 
the  new  synod  that  surfaced 
shortly  before  the  Assembly, 
when  the  last  moderator  of  the 
old  Synod  of  North  Carolina's 
Council,  the  Rev.  Z.N.  Holler, 
called  a  meeting  to  air  percep- 
tions and  feelings.  Jenkins  was 
invited  to  the  meeting,  as  well  as 
representatives  of  the  old  Synods 
of  North  Carolina  and  the  Pied- 
mont. 

Representatives  from  North 
Carolina  said,  essentially,  that 
there  was  fear  in  that  old  synod 
that  Jenkins's  nomination  meant 
the  Mid-Atlantic  would  operate 
on  the  style  of  the  old  Piedmont; 
they  had  understood  from  nego- 
tiations on  the  new  synod  that 
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The  Synod  Assembly  elect- 
ed members  of  the  following 
groups: 

•  Synod  Council.  It  will 
have  five  internal  committees, 
an  executive  committee  plus 
groups  responsible  for  plan- 
ning and  evaluation,  finance, 
communication,  and  per- 
sonnel. 

•  Synod-based  misssion 
committees.  They  will  report 
to  the  Council.  They  include: 

•  Ministries  with  Presbyter- 
ian institutions 

•  Racial-ethnic  ministries 

•  Global  and  ecumenical 
ministries 

•  Social  justice 

•  Educational  ministries 

•  Youth  Cabinet 

•  Presbytery-based  mis- 
sion, also  reporting  to  Coun- 
cil, will  include: 

•  Staff  Cabinet 

•  Partnership  Develop- 
ment Unit,  an  elected  group 
that  will  deal  with  church 
development  and  redevelop- 
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ment,  evangelism,  small  chur- 
ches, hunger,  peacemaking, 
nurture,  outdoor  ministries, 
and  stewardship.  The  synod 
and  its  presbyteries  will  con- 
sult on  what  role  each  should 
take  regarding  these  min- 
istries. 

Several  groups  related  to 
the  synod  will  have  represen- 
tatives on  Council.  They  in- 
clude: 

•  Racial  and  ethnic  cau- 
cuses 

•  Justice  for  Women  Com- 
mittee 

•  Presbyterian  Women 

•  Presbyterian  Men 

In  addition,  four  groups 
will  report  directly  to  the 
Synod  Assembly.  They  are: 

•  Nominating  Committee 

•  Committee  on  Represen- 
tation 

•  Committee  on  Self -Devel- 
opment of  People 

•  Permanent  Judicial  Com- 
mission 


Notify  us  of 
multiple  copies 

We  send  The  Presbyterian 
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bottom  right  of  page  1 1  that  you 
can  use  to  notify  us  if  you  receive 
more  than  one  copy. 


Jenkins  said  in  an  interview 
later  that  "Folks  who  were  there 
from  the  Piedmont  at  least  tried 
to  share  their  perception  that  the 
synod  style  tied  more  closely  to 
synod  structure  and  history  than 


Negotiations  on  the  site  of  the 
synod's  office  will  continue,  with 
a  resolution  of  the  matter  ex- 
pected by  early  December,  the 
Synod  Assembly  decided.  The 
chair  of  the  committee  on  the 
location  of  the  office,  the  Rev. 
John  Wimberly,  told  commis- 
sioners he  hoped  to  have  a  final 
report  by  the  meeting.  A  key  of- 
ficial from  Union  Seminary, 
however,  was  out  of  the  country 
for  some  time  before  the  Assem- 
bly, held  in  Richmond  Oct.  3-4. 

The  negotiations  will  continue, 
with  the  committee  to  report  to 
the  organizational  meeting  of  the 
new  Synod  Council  Dec.  9-10 
with  an  agreement  worked  out  or 
a  recommendation  to  place  the 
office  at  the  alternate  site 
instead. 

The  first  Assembly  last  winter 
voted  to  place  the  office  of  the 
synod  in  an  old  house  adjacent 
to  the  Union  Seminary  campus  in 
Richmond,  which  would  be  re- 
novated. If  negotiations  on  that 
proposal  could  not  reach  agree- 
ment, the  office  would  go  instead 
into  the  present  building  the 
synod  owns  in  Raleigh,  N.C. 

The  first  meeting  between  ne- 
gotiators for  the  synod  and 
seminary  made  clear  that  the  two 
sides  wanted  to  work  together, 
Wimberly  said;  it  also  made  clear 
that  both  had  financial  responsi- 
bilities. 

During  the  course  of  negotia- 


The  September  issues  of  The 
Presbyterian  News  were  delayed 
in  reaching  readers.  We  apol- 
ogize for  the  inconvenience.  The 
reason  for  it  comes  from  the  ex- 
pansion in  our  coverage  as  we 
add  more  readers  throughout  the 
entire  Synod  of  the  Mid-Atlantic, 
as  well  as  more  presbytery  pages 
from  within  the  new  synod. 


it  did  to  synod  staff  and  me  as 
synod  executive." 

At  the  meeting,  Jenkins  said 
that  his  vision  for  the  new  synod 

See  SYNOD,  Page  7 


tions,  the  two  groups  decided  to 
tear  down  the  old  house  instead 
of  renovating  it  and  then  build  a 
new  office  on  the  site.  A  neigh- 
borhood association,  however, 
vetoed  that  idea  because  of  the 
house's  historical  status. 

A  second  alternative  then  be- 
came putting  a  new  building  at 
another  site,  on  Mission  Court; 
another  neighborhood  associa- 
tion vetoed  that  plan. 

The  third  option,  Wimberly 
said,  is  to  leave  the  old  house  in- 
tact and  build  wrap-around  of- 
fices behind  it  on  the  first  floor. 

"It's  a  very  nice  plan,"  he 
said.  "However,  there  is  still  the 
problem  of  paying  for  this." 
Two  options  being  considered 
are  to  put  the  profits  from  the 
sale  of  the  Raleigh  office  into  the 
work,  or  to  place  those  profits  in 
an  endowment  and  use  interest  to 
help  pay  a  lease. 

"I  have  to  be  totally  honest 
with  you  and  say  at  this  point,  we 
don't  know,"  Wimberly  said. 
Either  the  seminary  would  have 
to  take  $350,000  out  of  its  en- 
dowment for  the  work,  or  the 
synod  would  have  to  use  all  the 
profits  from  the  sale  of  the 
Raleigh  building. 

He  moved  that  the  negotia- 
tions team  present  the  final  of- 
fer from  the  seminary  at  the 
meeting  of  the  Synod  Council. 

See  OFFICE,  Page  7 


We  are  considering  options  for 
the  newspaper  that  will  more 
closely  relate  the  date  to  the  time 
of  publication.  We  are  also  con- 
sidering methods  of  handling 
material  that  needs  to  be  to 
readers  earlier,  such  as  the  Bible 
study.  We  appreciate  your  pa- 
tience as  we  deai 
issues. 


no  nosh*  A«v»8ii  orvn  ! 

 NOUogmoa   ;   f  i 


Talks  on  office 
location  continue 


September  newspapers  delayed 
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The  Highland's  is  a  picturesque  building  at  Sunnyside  Presbyterian 
Retirement  Community  in  Harrisonburg,  Va„  on  a  ridge  overlooking  the 
Shenandoah  Valley.  The  Highland's  is  the  newest  feature  of  Sunnyside 
and  was  dedicated  on  Oct.  8;  it  is  a  complex  for  independent  living.  Sun- 
nyside is  an  agency  of  the  Synod  of  the  Mid-Atlantic. 


O'Neill,  Kissinger 
to  speak  at  Queens 


Former  Speaker  of  the  U.S. 
House  of  Representatives 
Thomas  P.  (Tip)  O'Neill  and 
former  Secretary  of  State  Henry 
Kissinger  will  speak  on  the 
Queens  College  campus  in 
Charlotte,  N.C.,  during  the  first 
year  of  the  school's  new  Learn- 
ing Society.  O'Neill  will  speak  on 
Dec.  1  to  inaugurate  the  Socie- 
ty's lecture  series.  Kissinger  will 
speak  on  March  13. 

The  purpose  of  the  Learning 
Society  is  to  give  the  college's 
faculty,  students,  and  staff  and 
members  of  the  community  the 
chance  to  "hear  some  of  the  best 
minds  in  the  world  on  timely  and 
important  topics,"  a  news  release 
from  the  college  said.  The  Socie- 
ty's presidents,  Dee  and  Nelson 
Schwab,  said  it  "appears  to  meet 
a  need  for  an  opportunity  for  the 
intellectually  curious  to  get  to- 
gether, hear,  and  discuss  the 
thoughts  of  people  who  are  the 
major  leaders  and  thinkers  of 
our  time." 

The  Society  comprises  100 
members,  who  underwrite  much 
of  the  costs  of  the  series. 

Students  and  faculty  at  Queens 
will  form  an  integral  part  of  the 
Society,  the  release  said. 
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"One  of  the  major  student 
benefits  of  the  new  program  goes 
beyond  simply  having  students 
meet  and  hear  national  and  inter- 
national figures,"  said  Dr.  Clyda 
S.  Rent,  vice-president  for  com- 
munity affairs  at  the  college. 
"There  is  a  student  executive 
commitee  of  the  Learning  Socie- 
ty which,  with  the  help  of  scores 
of  other  students,  will  play  a  ma- 
jor role  in  implementing  the 
series. 


"Many  important  hands-on 
skills  can  be  learned  through 
these  responsibilities  and  ac- 
tivities." 

The  Learning  Society  is  part  of 
the  Professional  Institute  at 
Queens,  which  Board  of  Trustees 
Chair  William  S.  Lee  described 
as  "a  deliberate  plan  to  link  the 
college  and  the  community  in 
new  and  mutually  beneficial 
ways." 

Each  address  in  the  series  will 
be  in  Dana  Auditorium  in  the 
Fine  Arts  Center.  Each  will  be 
open  to  the  public.  Tickets  for 
each  address  cost  $7.50  and  will 
go  on  sale  in  mid-November.  For 
more  information,  call  the  Office 
of  Community  Affairs  at  the  col- 
lege, (704)  337-2402,  between 
9:00  a.m.  and  5:00  p.m.  on 
weekdays. 

Each  speaker  will  hold  a  news 
conference  on  campus. 


Cannon  grant  to  help 
Barber-Scotia's  marketing 


Miriam  C.  Hayes  (left),  president  of  the  Cannon 
Foundation,  greets  Dr.  Tyrone  Burkette,  president  of 
Barber-Scotia  College,  at  the  Foundation  as  its 


manager,  Dan  Gray,  prepares  to  present  a  check  to 
the  college. 


The  Cannon  Foundation  has 
contributed  $100,000  to  Bar- 
ber-Scotia College.  The  grant 
will  fund  an  enrollment-mar- 
keting program  at  the  Presby- 
terian school,  said  its  president, 
Dr.  Tyrone  Burkette. 

"This  contribution  reflects  the 
Cannon  Foundation's  commit- 
ment to  the  goals  of  Bar- 
ber-Scotia College,"  he  said.  "It 
is  a  visible  way  of  saying  that  the 
Cannon  Foundation  believes  and 


supports  higher  education  in  this 
community."  The  college  is  in 
Concord,  N.C. 

The  enrollment-marketing 
program  will  try  to  enroll  500 
students  at  the  college  in  the 
1989-90  academic  year  and  in- 
crease the  retention  rate  by  five 
percent  each  year  until  the  enroll- 
ment is  stable.  This  year,  there 
are  about  400  students  enrolled. 

The  college  will  concentrate  on 


'Names  of  Jesus'  is 
Advent  Calendar  theme 


"The  Names  of  Jesus"  is 
the  theme  of  Presbyterian 
Survey's  1988  Advent  Cal- 
endar. It  contains  reflections 
on  "the  many  names  by  which 
we  know  the  child  born  for  us 
in  Bethlehem,"  the  magazine 
said  in  a  news  release. 

The  calendar  will  be  pub- 
lished in  the  magazine's 
December  issue  but  will  also 
be  available  separately.  Each 
year,  Presbyterian  Survey 
publishes  an  Advent  calendar. 
It  has  become  a  popular 
feature. 

Orders  for  the  calendar  as 


a  separate  item  should  be 
placed  by  November  14  to  en- 
sure prompt  delivery.  Prices 
are:  1-9  copies  $1  each;  10-99 
copies,  $.75  each;  100  or  more 
copies,  $.60  each.  Add  10  per- 
cent for  postage  and  handling 
(minimum  $2). 

Order  from  Presbyterian 
Publishing  House,  341  Ponce 
de  Leon  Avenue,  N.E.,  Atlan- 
ta, Ga.  30365  or  call  toll  free 
1-800-554-4694  (nationwide). 
Ask  for  item  #19118001. 

Agnes  W.  Norfleet  wrote 
the  calendar  and  Scott  Cole- 
man did  the  art  work. 


Experience  of  mission  station 
in  Bangladesh  flood  told 


Recent  floods  in  Bangladesh 
have  left  the  following  con- 
ditions: 

•  Two-thirds  of  the  country  is 
flooded,  and  roads  and  bridges 
have  been  washed  away. 

•  More  than  25  million  people 
are  homeless. 

•  Drinking  water  and  food  are 
scarce. 

•  As  flood  waters  recede,  the 
danger  impends  of  epidemics  of 
cholera  and  other  water-borne 
diseases. 

A  Presbyterian  working  in  the 
region,  Ralph  Myhers,  reported 
that  in  late  August,  the  CHAPA 
medical  mission  had  nearly  50 
people  living  in  it  after  the  first 
few  days  of  the  flooding.  On  a 
Sunday,  the  water  was  into  the 
lawn  of  the  mission  house.  By 
early  Monday  morning  it  was 
entering  the  building  and  by 
Wednesday,  there  was  water  16 


inches  deep. 

The  lower  offices,  social- 
services  building,  store  room, 
and  the  entire  clinic  area  were  in- 
undated, he  said.  The  clinic  area 
registered  nearly  30  inches. 
Workers  had  to  wade  through 
hip-deep  water  from  their  office 
to  the  clinic  in  order  to  keep  rais- 
ing up  materials  and  supplies. 

Myhers  said  his  living/dining 
room  area  was  home  for  seven 
families  and  the  upper  office 
served  four  families.  People  in 
the  community  lived  on  the  rais- 
ed road  beds,  he  reported. 

In  spite  of  water  in  the  lower 
offices,  they  were  used  for  an 
emergency  clinic.  When  it  was 
possible  to  get  about,  a  tem- 
porary sub-clinic  in  the  town  of 
Khankhanapur  opened.  CHAPA 
has  provided  an  emergency 
medical  team  for  over  6,000 
refugees  living  on  the  road  near 


Rajbari. 

The  clinic  has  been  able  to  get 
additional  supplies  via  a  night 
launch  to  Faridpur.  The 
CHAPA  base  clinic  has  reopened 
and  now  has  a  full  complement 
of  staff  back  on  the  job. 

Donations  for  Bangladesh  re- 
lief may  be  sent  to  Church  World 
Service,  100  Witherspoon  Street, 
Louisville,  Ky.  40202-1396.  They 
may  be  marked  for  Bangladesh. 

The  rains  that  caused  the 
flooding  were  the  heaviest  in  70 
years.  They  left  more  than  90 
percent  of  the  country  under 
water.  The  Presbyterian  Church 
(U.S.A.)  responded  quickly  and 
is  continuing  to  send  aid,  as  is 
Church  World  Service,  one  of 
the  major  ways  churches  aid 
disaster  areas. 

All  Presbyterian  personnel  in 
Bangladesh  were  reported  safe. 


three  needs:  cars  for  recruitment 
in  the  two  Carolinas,  the  col- 
lege's major  recruiting  areas; 
landscaping  to  beautify  the  cam- 
pus, which  will  require  materials, 
tools,  and  heavy  equipment;  and 
the  restoration  of  Faith  and 
Graves  Hall.  These  improve- 
ments should  aid  in  marketing 
the  institution,  officials  believe. 

Barber-Scotia  is  a  four-year, 
liberal-arts,  Presbyterian  college. 
The  synod  helps  support  it. 

Agency  fights 
dehydrating 
diseases 

The  recent  floods  in  Bang- 
ladesh have  brought  widespread 
attention  to  the  area,  but 
another,  ongoing  problem  kills 
3,000  children  each  week;  that 
problem  is  diarrhoeal  diseases. 
One  international  agency,  based 
in  Bangladesh,  concerns  itself  ex- 
clusively with  saving  lives  from 
dehydrating  diseases  that  kill 
more  than  10,000  children 
worldwide  each  day. 

The  International  Centre  for 
Diarrhoeal  Disease  Research  was 
established  by  the  U.S.  in  the 
early  60s;  along  with  doctors 
from  Johns  Hopkins,  it 
pioneered  oral  rehydration 
therapy,  which  uses  a  simple  but 
effective  formula  of  sugar, 
water,  and  salt  that  costs  pennies 
a  day  and  saves  over  a  million 
lives  each  year. 

The  International  Child 
Health  Foundation,  based  in 
Columbia,  Md.,  raises  funds  to 
support  the  work  of  the  Centre 
in  Bangladesh.  It  also  is  support- 
ing relief  efforts  in  the  current 
emergency. 

For  more  information  on  oral 
rehydration  therapy,  the  Interna- 
tional Centre  for  Diarrhoeal 
Disease  Research,  or  the  Interna- 
tional Child  Health  Foundation, 
contact  Mary  Beth  Zaske,  Se- 
cond Presbyterian  Church,  4200 
St.  Paul  St.,  Baltimore,  Md. 
21218. 


Deadline 

The  deadline  for  receiving 
both  ads  and  material  contri- 
buted for  articles  is  the  first 
Wednesday  of  each  month. 


Apathy  Is  A 
Tbugh  Rap 
lb  Beat 


...It  Takes 

A  Good  Strong  Foundation 


A  wasted  life  or  one  of 
accomplishment?  You  can 
change  the  odds.  Give  that 
very  important  push  in  the 
right  direction  through  a 
Deferred  Giving  Plan  from 
the  Presbyterian  Church 
(U.S.A.)  Foundation. 

Constantly  active  ministries 
will  put  your  money  to  work 
in  the  future  to  improve  the 
chances  of  others.  You  can 
receive  income  for  life  and 
may  receive  certain  tax 
advantages.  Above  all,  you 
assure  that  your  stewardship 
goes  on  forever. 

There  are  six  Deferred  Giving 
Plans  to  choose  from.  Take  a 
moment.  Think.  Educational 
funding  is  only  one  option. 
Write  today  Presbyterian 
Church  (U.S.A.)  Foundation, 
200  East  Twelfth  Street, 
leffersonville,  KTfH 
IN  47130.  PIU 


Presbyterian  Church 
(U.S.A.)  Foundation 
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Visions  &  challenges  for  Synod  of  Mid-Atlantic 


My  vision  for  the  synod  is  based,  first, 
upon  an  understanding  that  God  has 
called  us  to  unlimited  possibilities  for 
ministry;  and  secondly,  in  our  region  we 
have  a  great  diversity  of  people  and 
cultures  to  enable  God's  work. 

I  see  us  increasingly  being  a  regional 
community  in  change,  learning  how  to 
live  in  a  multi-cultural  world.  Our  young 
people  face  the  challenge  of  needing  to 
be  global  instead  of  parochial.  Our  abili- 
ty to  bridge  the  cultural  gaps  will  equip 
us  to  support  our  young  people  who 
have  to  participate  in  a  more  diverse  and 
multi-lingual  world  than  we  have,  and 
help  us,  as  the  church,  to  grow  in  ways 
that  make  us  relevant  to  the  needs  of  our 
youth  as  they  grow.  We  are  able  to  give 
life  to  the  words  proclaiming  good  news 
to  all  people. 

Today's  opportunities  cannot  be  pass- 
ed over.  We  have  the  opportunity  to 
model  what  it  means  to  be  a  partnership 
in  ministry.  Important  to  that  process 
are  strong  churches  ( large  and  small), 
strong  presbyteries,  and  a  strong  synod. 
There  are  different  tasks  or  ministries 
assigned  to  the  churches,  the  presby- 
teries, the  synod,  and  the  General 
Assembly. 

They  are  a  part  of  the  whole  task, 
"The  Building  of  the  Church  of  Jesus 
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Christ  and  the  Spreading  of  the 
Gospel."  The  tasks  are  complimentary 
and  are  intended  to  be  inter-related.  We 
must  seek  the  path  that  leads  to  this 
most  effectively  and  efficiently.  Our 
resources  of  people  and  money  are  not 
unlimited,  but  we  have  the  capacity  to 
do  everything  and  anything  that  we  want 
to  do.  The  desire  or  will  to  do  becomes 
important.  If  we  are  able  to  learn  part- 
nership between  the  synod  and  the  pres- 
byteries, this  will  enable  us  to  address 
other  areas  such  as: 

Evangelism:  Not  just  knocking  on 
doors  to  open  them  up  but  closing  our 
church  back  doors  to  keep  people  in.  We 
can  begin  to  develop  and  share  mean- 
ingful church  programs  and  ministries. 
We  can  share  programs  that  help  us  to 
learn  how  to  reflect  the  love  and  joy  of 


the  Gospel  to  people  inside  the  church 
as  well  as  outside  the  church. 

Education:  Not  only  what  we  are  do- 
ing presently  —  institutionally  —  but 
new  opportunities  in  higher  and  lower 
education,  formal  and  informal.  We  are 
people  who  are  exicted  by  learning  and 
education  and  that  excitement  needs  to 
be  translated  in  our  programs  and  our 
ministry. 

Revitalization  of  programs  in  our 
churches 

Camping:  Outdoor  ministries — are 
there  region-wide  approaches  that  need 
to  be  explored?  The  synod  may  be 
helpful  in  convening  consultation  in  this 
area  and,  being  a  partner,  help  in  the  ex- 
ploration and  development  of  this  area. 

New  church  development:  The 
synod,  in  partnership  with  the 
presbyteries,  could  resource  exploration 
of  locations,  funding,  staffing,  pro- 
gramming, and  building  development 
among  racially  and  culturally  different 
people. 

Church  redevelopment:  The  need  to 
develop  effective  programs  to  revitalize 
ministries  in  our  cities  where  neighbors 
and  neighborhoods  have  changed.  In 
our  rural  areas,  where  ministries  are 
multiple  and  resources  limited,  sharing 
may  be  helpful. 

Small  churches:  Where  so  many  of 


our  members  are  located  and  vital 
ministry  takes  place.  Synod  and 
presbyteries  need  to  consult  and  develop 
ways  for  resourcing  and  supporting 
small  church  ministry. 

I'm  convinced  that  God  does  not 
leave  us  here  to  sit  and  vegetate.  We  are 
to  be  mirrors  of  God's  redeeming, 
revitalizing  love  to  the  world. 

The  challenge  before  us,  and  I 
challenge  you,  is  to  let  go  and  let  God: 

Let  God  make  each  of  us  new  as  we 
face  the  challenges  before  us. 

Let  God  make  each  of  us  new  as  we 
seek  new  ways  to  work  together  to  fulfill 
ministry  in  this  region. 

Let  God  make  each  of  us  new  as  we 
develop  new  stewardship  practices  and 
policies  for  our  synod  and  our 
presbyteries. 

Let  God  make  each  of  us  new  as  we 
commit  ourselves  individually  to  seek- 
ing new  relationships  in  the  new  synod 
community  in  which  there  is  opportuni- 
ty to  witness  to  God's  unchanging  love 
and  God's  ability  to  make  us  new. 

Let  God  make  each  of  us  new  that  we 
will  work  ahead  and  not  behind,  and 
that  our  commitment  from  this  day 
forth  be  to  the  Synod  of  the  Mid- 
Atlantic  and  its  ministry. 

Carroll  Jenkins  is  executive  of  Synod 
of  Mid-Atlantic. 


Family  history  creates 
gratitude  for  our  heritage 


My  mother  was  a  Methodist  from 
Alabama,  and  my  father,  a  Baptist  from 
Georgia.  There  were  no  high  schools  for 
blacks  near  their  homes  back  in  the 
1920s,  but  they  were  fortunate  enough 
to  be  sent  to  Knoxville  College  by  their 
older  sisters  and  brothers.  As  you  know, 
Knoxville  is  now  a  liberal-arts,  his- 
torically black  college  in  Knoxville, 
Tenn.,  which  is  related  to  the  Presby- 
terian Church. 

In  the  1920s,  Knoxville  was  also  a 
prep  school,  one  of  several  schools 
throughout  the  south  which  had  been 
established  by  the  Presbyterian  Church. 
Mom  and  Dad  were  able  to  complete 
their  high-school  educations  there,  and 
my  father  received  his  B.S.  degree  from 
Knoxville,  before  he  and  my  mother 
were  married. 

Thus,  I  am  a  Presbyterian,  due  in 
large  part  to  Knoxville  College.  I  have 
fond  memories  of  the  Easter  programs 
and  Christmas  programs  and  Bible 
School  at  Black's  Memorial  Presby- 
terian Church  in  Monroe,  North  Caro- 
lina. I  have  fond  memories  of  the  sum- 
mer youth  conferences  that  I  attended 
at  Johnson  C.  Smith  University  in  Char- 
lotte and  Winston-Salem  Teachers  Col- 
lege in  Winston-Salem.  Those  week-long 
conferences  were  my  first  experiences  of 
being  immersed  in  a  spiritual  environ- 
ment and  coming  away  with  a  renewed 
feeling. 

My  membership  has  moved  from 
Catawba  Presbytery  to  Southern  Vir- 
ginia Presbytery  and  from  Catawba 
Synod  to  the  Synod  of  the  Piedmont,  to 
the  Synod  of  the  Mid-Atlantic.  I  am  not 
one  who  resists  new  things.  The  "new" 
brings  opportunities  for  me  to  meet  new 
people,  have  new  experiences,  and  learn 
new  things.  That  for  me  is  what  our  new 
church  is  about. 

At  the  same  time,  however,  to  rejoice 
about  the  new  is  not  mutually  exclusive 
with  appreciating  the  old.  I  appreciate 
and  love  my  heritage  in  Catawba  and 
Southern  Virginia,  as  I  know  many 
others  appreciate  their  heritages  in 
Mecklenburg,  Orange,  Yadkin,  or  Han- 
over. 

1  know  this  is  true  because  I  have 
ople  talk  about  the  rich 
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heritage  of  Hanover  —  how  it  once 
covered  a  vast  territory.  I  know  this  is 
true  because  I  have  heard  my  friends 
talk  about  how  Mrs.  Samantha  Neil 
taught  the  newly  freed  slaves  in  Amelia 
County,  Virginia,  and  that  through  her 
efforts  and  the  efforts  of  the  Pres- 
byterian Church,  schools  were  estab- 
lished throughout  Virginia  for  the 
education  of  the  Freedmen.  These 
schools  are  gone  now,  but  the  stories  of 
these  schools  and  people  like  Mrs.  Neil 
need  to  live  on. 

The  Articles  of  Agreement  between 
some  ofour  former  presbyteries  call  for 
the  recorded  histories  of  all  of  the 
antecedent  presbyteries  to  be  filed  within 
the  records  of  the  new  presbytery.  This 
must  be  done.  I  would  also  ecnourage 
persons  whose  lives  have  been  affected 
by  the  history  of  our  church  in  this  area 
to  record  their  stories.  Our  children  and 
grandchildren  will  have  a  right  to  know 
their  histories,  and  they  will  only  know 
if  we  leave  it  for  them. 

J.  Saunders  Redding,  a  noted  black 
author,  writes,  "Heritage  in  essence  is 
how  a  people  have  used  their  talent  to 
create  a  history  that  gives  them  mem- 
ories that  they  can  respect,  and  use  to 
command  the  respect  of  others."  All  of 
us  in  the  Synod  of  the  Mid-Atlantic  have 
a  heritage  that  we  can  be  proud  of.  Let 
us  record  that  heritage  for  posterity. 

Dr.  Christine  Darden  is  an  aerospace 
engineer  with  the  National  Aeronautics 
and  Space  Administration.  She  lives  in 
Hampton,  Va.  She  chaired  the  Struc- 
tural Design  and  Staffing  Rationale 
Committee  of  the  Synod. 


Fulton  named  to  coordinate  relations 
for  G.A.  Council  Office  post 


The  Rev.  Evlyn  Wehling  Fulton  has 
been  named  coordinator  for  governing 
body  relationships  for  the  Office  of  the 
General  Assembly  Council.  She  will 
conclude  her  present  responsibilities  as 
executive  presbyter  of  the  Presbytery  of 


Giddings-Lovejoy  in  the  Synod  of  Mid- 
America  and  begin  her  work  in  Louis- 
ville on  November  1. 

Fulton  has  been  a  teacher,  seminary 
administrator,  and  official  with  church 
agencies,  among  other  experience. 


Commentary 


The  Christian  life  can't 
be  kept  on  cruise  control 


The  cruise  control  in  modern  auto- 
mobiles is  a  fascinating  thing.  Once  the 
proper  speed  is  achieved,  and  the  auto- 
mobile headed  toward  its  destination, 
the  cruise  control  put  into  action,  the 
driver  can  sit  back  and  relax  while  the 
car  continues  perfectly  on  course. 

Many  Presbyterians  have  a  "cruise 
control"  concept  of  the  Christian  life. 
We  think  that  once  we  have  turned  our 
lives  over  to  Christ,  we  can  switch  to 
cruise  control,  and  coast  into  the 
heavenly  city. 

But  there  is  nothing  automatic  about 
the  Christian  life.  It  takes  struggle,  hard 
work,  and  discipline.  Paul  wrote  to  the 
Philippians,  "Work  out  your  own  salva- 
tion with  fear  and  trembling,  for  God 
is  at  work  in  you..."  (Phil.  2:12,  13). 

Notice  Paul  did  not  say,  "Work  for 
your  salvation."  God  has  taken  care  of 
that  in  Jesus  Christ.  We  are  to  work  out 
our  salvation  until  we  grow  to  "the 
measure  of  the  stature  of  the  fullness  of 
Christ."  There  is  no  quick  fix  for  our 
problems,  no  instant  holiness. 

We  may  live  in  a  fast-lane  society 
where  technology  can  move  mountains 
with  a  single  blast,  hurl  satellites  into 
space,  and  prevent  sickness  with  a  single 
shot,  but  not  so  in  the  Christian  life.  It 
takes  hard  work  and  precious  time  to 
kill  our  self-centeredness  and  become 
self-affirming,  others-centered  Chris- 
tians. 

An  old  guru  once  told  his  young  disci- 
ple, "The  best  way  for  you  to  help 


By 

Richard 
Morgan 


others  is  to  work  on  yourself."  Un- 
resolved problems  from  our  past, 
unclaimed  hostilities  within  us,  old  con- 
flicts in  the  church  must  be  worked  at 
every  day.  God  has  placed  the  poten- 
tiality for  change  within  us,  but  we  have 
to  work  at  it. 

A  little  girl  went  to  sleep  during  the 
preacher's  sermon,  and  when  her 
mother  chided  her  and  asked  why,  she 
replied,  "I  don't  know,  Mama,  I  must 
have  gone  to  sleep  too  near  the  place  I 
got  in."  Procrastination,  not  predestina- 
tion, is  still  the  cardinal  doctrine  of  the 
Presbyterian  Church. 

But,  take  heart.  As  we  work  out  our 
salvation,  God  is  at  work  in  us.  God's 
silent,  yet  real  Presence  strengthens  us 
for  the  journey.  So,  if  we  are  working 
at  it,  we  can  relax  in  that  presence.  We 
may  have  no  "cruise  control"  to  ease  us 
into  discipleship,  but  "they  who  wait  for 
the  Lord  shall  renew  their  strength," 
and  get  on  with  the  journey. 

Dr.  Richard  L.  Morgan  is  pastor  of 
Fairview  Church  in  Lenoir,  N.C. 
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Listen  to  wind  for  voice  of  God  on  venturing  in  faith 


When  Nicodemus  asked  Jesus  how  an 
old  man  could  be  born  again,  Jesus's 
answer,  in  effect,  was  "Nicodemus, 
listen  to  the  wind."  "How's  that 
again?"  you  say.  Here  is  Nicodemus 
who  by  night  is  seeking  out  Jesus,  ask- 
ing him  to  explain  more  clearly  what  he 
is  talking  about  in  terms  of  being  born 
anew  (John  3:1-10).  Jesus's  response: 
"Don't  marvel  that  I  said  to  you,  'You 
must  be  born  anew.'  Nicodemus,  listen 
to  the  wind.  It  blows  where  it  will.  You 
feel  it  but  you  can't  grasp  it.  It  touches 
you  but  you  can't  touch  it.  Don't  ques- 
tion its  possibility,  Nicodemus,  rather 
seek  its  positive  effect.  Listen  to  the 
wind,  Nicodemus.  Listen  to  what  it  may 
say  to  you." 

Jesus  leads  us  into  the  mysteries  of 
life.  I  suggest  that  God  in  Christ  wants 
us  to  listen  to  one  another  a  bit  more 
than  we  do.  I  don't  know  how  it  is  with 
you  and  your  family,  but  I  suspect  that 
it  is  as  with  me  and  mine.  Sometimes  we 
do  not  listen  to  what  one  another  is  say- 
ing; sometimes  we  imagine  that  the 
other  has  said  something  that  he  or  she 
has  not;  sometimes  we  imagine  that 
we've  said  something  which  in  fact  we 
did  not.  I  think  that  is  true  in  our  church 
work,  in  our  national  governance,  in  our 
relationships  as  friends  and  sometimes 
as  enemies,  and  if  not  as  enemies,  at 
least  in  our  unfriendliness. 

If  one  listened  to  the  talking  at  our  re- 
cent Synod  Assembly,  if  one  listens  to 
the  talking  in  our  current  political  scene, 
if  one  listens  to  the  conversations  bet- 
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ween  friends  and  lovers  —  one  begins 
to  wonder  if  there  is  any  real  listening. 

There  are  a  variety  of  factors  which 
get  in  the  way  of  our  listening  —  our 
prejudices,  our  fears,  our  hurts,  our 
blindness  to  what  others  are  experi- 
encing, and  all  of  those  experiences  of 
ours  which  some  have  referred  to  as  the 
baggage  we  tote,  the  freight  we  carry. 
Sometimes  those  experiences  of  ours  act 
like  a  filter  which  keeps  us  from  seeing 
clearly,  or  which  gives  us  a  distorted  im- 
age. Maybe  the  issue  is  that  we  use  the 
wrong  filter. 

As  a  photographer,  occasionally  I  use 
a  filter  to  create  a  special  effect,  in  other 
words  to  enhance  or  to  distort  the  im- 
age. Other  times  I  use  a  filter  to  see  more 
clearly.  When  you  take  pictures  that  in- 
volve fog,  there  is  a  filter  than  enables 
one  to  see  more  clearly  the  outlines  of 
things  caught  in  the  fog.  You  take  that 
picture  without  that  filter,  and  the 
photograph  will  record  primarily  the 
fog,  and  it  will  not  include  all  that  the 


human  eye  saw.  But  use  that  filter,  and 
the  shape  inside  the  fog,  and  beyond  it, 
take  on  a  more  distinctive  outline.  The 
irony  here  is  that  the  filter  is  called  a 
polarizer,  which  in  terms  of  human, 
foggy  relationships  might  not  be  helpful. 

Sometimes  we  do  not  want  to  listen, 
simply  because  we  do  not  wish  to  hear 
what  the  other  person  has  to  say.  We 
will  use  any  number  of  undisciplined 
mechanisms  to  help  us  not  listen  —  from 
covering  our  ears,  to  talking  over  some- 
one else's  voice,  to  storming  out  of  the 
room. 

Or  again,  maybe  we  feel  the  need  to 
protect  ourselves  from  what  others  say. 
Some  previous  relationship  has  caused 
a  wound  which  has  not  healed.  Some 
previous  experience  looms  so  large  and 
so  foreboding  that  we  cannot  see  clear- 
ly beyond  it.  And  so  we  must  protect 
ourselves. 

No  matter  how  much  we  would  try  to 
protect  ourselves,  God  has  a  way  of  en- 
ticing us  into  coming  to  Jesus,  if  only 
by  the  darkness  of  night.  And  so  we 
come,  trying  to  make  sense  of  what  we 
feel  but  do  not  understand.  God  courts 
us  into  a  venturesome  and  fulfilling  love 
affair  with  Jesus  Christ. 

This  story  and  the  passage  which 
follows  about  God  so  loving  the  world 
that  God  gave  an  only  son  that  whoever 
believes  in  that  son  should  not  perish  but 
have  life  eternal  —  it  seems  to  me  that 
we  have  here  God  telling  us  how  much 
we  are  believed  in,  how  much  we  are 
loved,  how  fruitful  it  can  be  if  we  are 


willing  to  risk  venturing  forth  in  faith. 
The  venturing  forth  is  a  risk,  whether 
the  relationships  be  with  God,  with 
friends,  or  with  lovers;  in  my  experience 
it  is  a  risk  worth  taking. 

If  we  listen  to,  believe  in,  venture 
forth  with  one  another,  or  with  God,  are 
we  not  then  communing  with  one 
another?  How  do  we  listen?  How  do  we 
believe  in  someone?  How  do  we  venture 
forth  in  faith?  How  do  we  commune? 

Not  without  help,  and  God  has  given 
us  that  help  if  we  are  willing  to  accept 
the  gift  and  accept  the  acceptance. 
Because  God  first  loved  us,  we  can  love. 
It  is  as  if  God  lays  a  bridge  across  the 
chasm,  but  if  we  get  across  it,  we  must 
ourselves  go  there. 

Our  going  is  encouraged,  and  we  are 
the  more  self-confident  when  God  and 
our  community  are  with  us,  standing 
beside  us,  affirming  us,  cheering  us  on. 
It  is  not  a  matter  of  getting  across  the 
bridge  first.  It's  just  a  matter  of  getting 
across.  It's  just  a  matter  of  living  up  to 
the  potential  of  which  we  were  created. 

Listen  to  the  wind,  Nicodemus.  Be 
open  to  what  is  being  said  to  you  by 
your  brother  and  sister,  by  your  parent 
or  spouse,  by  your  friend  or  your 
enemy.  That  voice  you  hear,  that  feel- 
ing you  have,  that  urging  you  experience 
within  —  all  of  that  may  well  be  God's 
way  of  telling  you  something  worth  your 
listening.  Listen  to  the  wind! 

Lowelle  Simms  is  transitional  ex- 
ecutive director  of  the  synod. 


Experiencing  God  in 
unfamiliar  situations 


I  have  discovered  it  is  in  conditions 
which  offer  contrasts  that  I  have  op- 
portunities to  grow  and  even  excel  as 
a  human  spirit.  Like  many,  however, 
I  purposely  avoid  new  and  different 
situations.  The  nature  of  this  resistance 
lies  in  my  lack  of  faith,  fear  of  the 
future,  and  idolization  of  my  present 
situation.  I  also  recognize  that  because 
of  this  behavior  I  work  against  the 
Spirit  of  God,  which  is  present  in  all 
situations  and  not  just  the  ones  I  am 
familiar  with. 

I  am  tempted  to  associate  the  Spirit 
of  God  with  certain  places,  people,  and 
events.  Frankly,  it  comes  as  a  recurring 
surprise  to  discover  that  God  can  be 
found  in  all  sorts  of  places,  people, 
and  events  that  are  far  beyond  my 
experiences  and  expectations.  Such 
must  have  been  the  experience  of  the 
children  of  Israel  as  they  moved  from 
place  to  place. 

In  each  new  place  and  event  they 
found  God  —  tutoring  and  leading 
them.  They  found  God  in  slavery,  in 
freedom,  and  in  their  imprisonment. 
The  Psalmist  asks  in  Psalms  139:7, 
"Where  could  I  go  to  escape  from 
you?  Where  could  I  get  away  from 
your  presence?" 

As  a  child  I  was  taught  that  God  is 
everywhere.  Yet  I  have  often  been  guil- 
ty of  aligning  in  my  mind  "the  eter- 
nal" with  the  familiar  that  is  transient 
and  temporary.  Since  I  left  my  native 
home,  Detroit,  Michigan,  in  August  of 
1963  on  a  Greyhound  bus  bound  to 
Livingstone  College  in  Salisbury, 
North  Carolina,  until  this  present  mo- 
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ment,  I  have  discovered  and  redis- 
covered the  Presence  of  God  in 
moments,  places,  and  people  that  I 
would  have  never  imagined. 

In  my  journey  I  have  learned  (and 
forgotten)  to  be  open  to  contrasts  and 
change  even  though  I  simultaneously 
resist  them.  My  experience  with  God 
has  taught  me  to  be  vulnerable,  yet  I 
persist  in  resisting  change,  and 
associate  God  with  the  familiar  and  the 
traditional.  But  each  time  I  do  this  I 
become  stagnant,  content,  lazy,  and 
spiritually  out  of  tune. 

On  the  other  hand,  each  time  I  ex- 
perience new  places  and  events  and 
make  new  friends  I  rediscover  the  spirit 
of  God  through  Christ,  unfolding,  re- 
vealing, and  tutoring  my  spirit. 

So  today  —  I  will  drive  a  new  way 
home,  meet  a  new  friend,  and  try  to 
hear  and  see  new  things  in  a  new  way, 
knowing  that  God  can  also  be  found 
there. 

Tyrone  Burkette  is  president  of 
Barber-Scotia  College  in  Concord, 
N.C. 


Massanctta  Springs  to  close 


The  Massanetta  Springs  Conference 
Center  in  Harrisonburg,  Va.,  will  close  at 
the  end  of  the  year,  the  Center's  board 
of  trustees  voted  at  its  meeting  Oct.  21-22. 
After  Jan.  1,  the  board  will  fund  "inno- 
vative ministries,"  it  announced  in  a  news 
release. 

Massanetta  Springs  was  an  agency  of 
the  Synod  of  the  Virginias  and  was  con- 
tinuing as  one  of  the  Synod  of  the  Mid- 
Atlantic. 

The  board  will  sell  the  real  estate  and 
use  the  proceeds  to  begin  a  foundation  to 
support  conferences  and  other  programs 
of  the  Presbyterian  Church  (U.S.A.). 

The  decision  came  primarily  because  of 
the  condition  of  the  hotel  at  Massanetta 
Springs,  The  Daily  News-Record  of  Har- 


risonburg reported.  Built  in  1910,  it  has 
no  air  conditioning  or  private  baths  in 
most  rooms.  More  people  coming  to  con- 
ferences stayed  at  nearby  hotels,  the 
newspaper  said,  and  thus  income  for 
maintenance  decreased. 

The  decision  to  close  the  center  came 
after  a  two-year  study  on  the  feasibility 
of  development.  The  board  conducted  the 
study  along  with  architectural,  fund- 
raising,  and  financial  consultants.  The 
Daily  News-Record  reported  that  a  Rich- 
mond architectural  firm  estimated  reno- 
vating the  hotel  would  cost  $6  million  and 
the  whole  campus  $12  million.  The  trust- 
ees voted  to  close  the  center  after  receiv- 
ing that  report,  the  paper  said. 


Volunteers  for  outreach  in  ski  areas  sought 


The  Resort  Area  Ministries  organiza- 
tion is  seeking  volunteers  1 8  and  over  in- 
terested in  a  ministry  of  outreach  at  the 
Appalachian,  Beech,  and  Hawksnest  ski 
areas  in  western  North  Carolina.  The 
group  comprises  ministers  and  layfolks 
who  operate  year-round  programs. 

"Winter  volunteers  take  the  parable  of 
the  Good  Samaritan  to  heart  and  let  it 
find  expression  through  their  words  and 
deeds,"  a  news  release  from  the  group 
said. 


The  winter  program  requires  an  over- 
night retreat  at  Blowing  Rock  Assembly 
Grounds  on  Friday-Saturday,  Nov. 
11-12,  from  5:00  p.m.  to  5:00  p.m. 

Anyone  interested  should  contact  Re- 
sort Area  Ministries,  P.O.  Box  24  DTS, 
Boone,  N.C.  28607  (704)  264-6605. 

The  organization  is  an  ecumenical  one 
that  Presbyterians  in  the  area  have  par- 
ticipated in  and  that  the  old  Synod  of 
North  Carolina  supported. 


Group  helps  churches  build,  renovate 


The  Builders  Fellowship  of  Tres  Rios 
Presbytery  holds  no  meetings,  elects  no 
officers,  does  not  keep  minutes,  and  has 
drawn  over  300  members  to  carry  out  its 
only  goal:  to  help  congregations  build 
or  renovate  educational  facilities  and 
manses  and  to  acquire  and  develop 
properties  for  planned  congregations. 

Any  session  may  submit  a  request  to 
the  presbytery's  Division  of  Congrega- 


tional Support.  Fourteen  calls  have  been 
issued  since  1980  and  monies  have  been 
raised  for  projects  such  as  a  social  hall, 
a  remodeling  job,  an  addition  to  a 
manse,  a  new  sanctuary,  mortgage  re- 
tirement, and  a  new  roof. 

"It  is  a  good  family  feeling  to  reach 
out  and  touch  not  just  a  building  pro- 
gram, but  the  future,"  said  an  El  Paso 
Presbyterian. 
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College's  challenge  of  religious  beliefs  called  healthy 


By  Sarah  E.  Merritt 

The  collegiate  experience 
sometimes  challenges  the  re- 
ligious beliefs  of  students  and 
creates  a  positive  form  of  stress, 
say  a  chaplain,  psychologist,  and 
professor  of  religion  at  Davidson 
College. 

Parents,  educators,  and  coun- 
selors should  be  prepared  to  han- 
dle the  healthy  stress  faced  by 
college  students  who  start  a  four- 
year  period  of  study  with  one  set 
of  religious  beliefs  and  then  find 
that  these  beliefs  change. 

Cole  Barton,  an  associate  pro- 
fessor of  psychology  and  a  speci- 
alist in  family  therapy,  describes 
this  type  of  trial  as  "eustress." 

"It's  like  aerobic  exercise," 
Barton  said.  "You  strain  the  sys- 
tem some  and  the  system  is  re- 
quired to  come  up  with  some 
change  to  accommodate."  "Eus- 
tress" differs  from  distress  in 
that  distress  tears  down  the 
psyche  and  is  harmful,  Barton 
said.  When  accompanied  by 
guidance,  eustress  can  provide 
the  beginnings  of  positive 


change.  College  is  the  perfect 
place  to  experience  eustress,  he 
said,  because  the  college  at- 
mosphere provides  means  and 
resources  to  handle  stress  and 
then  make  the  outcome  positive. 

Professors  challenge  the  re- 
ligious beliefs  of  students  in 
order  to  make  them  think,  said 
Brenda  Tapia,  assistant  chaplain 
at  Davidson. 

"Students  are  often  fed  a  lot 
of  information  and  not  encour- 
aged to  think,"  she  said.  "When 
they  come  to  college  with  this 
background  and  professors  seek 
to  expand  their  views  and  their 
understanding,  they  feel  their 
religious  beliefs  are  being 
threatened  or  challenged.  What 
is  actually  happening  is  that 
students  are  being  encouraged  by 
their  professors  to  think." 

Tapia  sees  value  in  the  study 
of  other  religions  because  it 
clarifies  faith  in  its  different 
social,  political,  and  historical 
contexts  and  provides  an  open- 
mindedness  which  enhances  faith 
without  destroying  it. 

The  study  of  comparative  re- 


ligion exposes  students  to  dif- 
ferent cultures  and  traditions  and 
sends  them  on  a  journey  which 
often  presents  great  challenges, 
said  associate  professor  of 
religion  William  K.  Mahony,  a 
specialist  in  comparative  re- 
ligions. The  journey  provides 
obstacles  for  narrow-mindedness 
—  a  trait  that  some  students  may 
have  become  quite  comfortable 
with. 

"Some  students  approach  re- 
ligion to  gain  knowledge  that  will 
reinforce  an  already  existing 
commitment,"  Mahony  said. 
"Others  feel  alienated  by  the 
traditions  they  have  been  ex- 
posed to  and  study  the  religions 
as  a  personal  search  for  meaning, 
while  some  study  comparative 
religion  as  a  way  to  understand 
human  nature  and  expression." 
Each  of  the  three  paths  is 
valuable,  Mahony  said,  because 
students  begin  the  journey  with- 
out a  clear  understanding  of  their 
own  tradition  or  of  others. 

Mahony  sees  personal  value  in 
the  comparative  study  of  reli- 
gions for  students  and  for  the 


world  at  large.  Students  of  com- 
parative religion  begin  to  see  the 
world  much  less  superficially,  he 
said,  and  they  begin  to  gain  an 
understanding  of  other  cultures. 
The  comparative  study  of  re- 
ligion teaches  students  to  be 
more  sensitive  citizens  by  making 
them  more  open-minded  and  less 
ignorant. 

Cross-cultural  studies  fa- 
miliarize students  with  other 
religious  traditions,  a  familiari- 
ty which  sometimes  crosses  into 
such  fields  as  politics  and  his- 
tory. The  religious  traditions  of 
some  countries  are  often  in- 
separable from  their  culture, 
Mahony  said. 

The  study  of  comparative  re- 
ligion presents  students  with  new 
perspectives,  said  Mahony, 
Tapia,  and  Barton.  This  some- 
times scares  students  because 
new  knowledge  may  upset  their 
prior  knowledge.  Professors, 
counselors,  and  parents  should 
be  ready  to  help  the  students 
work  through  this  healthy  chal- 
lenge. 

Mahony  cites  a  story  from  an- 


cient India  which  characterizes  a 
new  sense  of  perspective  pro- 
vided by  the  comparison  of  re- 
ligions. 

Three  blind  men  were  walking 
through  a  forest  together  when 
they  discovered  an  elephant.  One 
blind  man  stood  at  the  front,  felt 
the  elephant's  trunk,  and  said  the 
elephant  was  like  a  rope. 
Another  blind  man  wrapped  his 
arms  around  one  of  the 
elephant's  legs,  and  described  it 
as  similar  to  a  tree.  The  third 
blind  man  felt  the  elephant's  side 
and  said  the  animal  was  like  a 
wall. 

From  what  they  knew,  each 
man  was  right.  Each  view  was 
limited,  however,  and  if  they  had 
worked  together,  they  could  have 
understood  the  whole  picture. 

The  study  of  comparative  re- 
ligion brings  students  a  perspec- 
tive which  enables  them  to 
understand  the  compete  picture 
—  which  includes  not  only  their 
own  particular  religious  tradition 
but  the  many  traditions  of  the 
world. 


New  religious  cable  network 
slow  in  getting  local  airing 


The  new  religious  cable  televi- 
sion network,  VISN,  has  not  ap- 
peared on  many  cable  systems, 
Religious  News  Service  reported. 
It  began  operations  on  Sept.  19. 
The  network  plans  to  offer  a 
wide  variety  of  programming;  its 
parent  consortium  of  18  religious 
groups  includes  Protestant, 
Catholic,  Orthodox,  and  Jewish 
groups.  VISN  stands  for  Vision 
Interfaith  Satellite  Network. 

The  network  will  appear  on 
several  large  cable  companies 
and  will  be  the  largest  religious 


network.  It  plans  to  carry  "val- 
ues-oriented" programming. 

RNS  reported  that  local  cable 
companies  owned  by  national 
companies,  to  a  large  degree, 
control  when  new  programming 
appears  in  their  areas.  Generally, 
new  programming  takes  time  to 
work  its  way  into  a  particular 
market. 

Local  companies  who  have 
signed  up  for  VISN  will  probably 
test  the  market  with  partial  pro- 
gramming for  awhile,  RNS  re- 


ported. 

One  company  that  did  air 
VISN  extensively  from  the  first 
day  was  Tele-Communications, 
Inc.,  the  largest  multiple-system 
operator  in  the  country  and  the 
one  that  approached  religious 
leaders  with  the  idea  of  a  "main- 
line" cable  network. 

An  official  with  VISN  told 
RNS  that  people  who  want  to  see 
VISN  in  their  areas  should  call 
their  cable  company  and  request 
that  it  offer  the  programming. 


Educators'  retreat  seeks  new  networks 


Video  covers  Makemie, 
Irish  church  restoration 


One  of  the  first  Presbyerian 
missionaries  in  America,  the 
Rev.  Francis  Makemie,  organ- 
ized churches  in  what  is  now 
part  of  the  Synod  of  the  Mid- 
Atlantic  (Maryland  and  Vir- 
ginia) and  helped  organize  the 
first  presbytery  in  America,  in 
1706.  In  1987,  the  General 
Assembly  approved  a  cam- 
paign to  restore  the 
Ramselton  Church  building  in 
Ireland  where  Makemie  wor- 
shipped as  a  young  man. 

Now  a  video  deals  with 
Makemie  and  the  restoration 


of  the  Ramelton  Church.  The 
video  is  available  on  loan 
from  the  synod's  Raleigh  of- 
fice; suggested  uses  include 
family  nights  at  churches, 
men's  or  women's  programs, 
or  historical  gatherings. 

Interested  people  should 
note  that  the  video  is  openly 
promotional  as  part  of  an  ef- 
fort to  raise  $250,000  for  the 
campaign.  "However,  it  pro- 
vides interesting  historical  and 
biographical  data  on  one  of 
the  chief  organizers  of  Ameri- 
can Presbyterianism,"  said  a 
synod  official. 


A  retreat  this  winter  for 
educators  in  the  church  will 
celebrate  networks  of  educators 
in  five  old  presbyteries  in  North 
Carolina  and  offer  an  opportuni- 
ty to  create  new  networks  for  two 
new  presbyteries  being  formed 
out  of  the  five  old  ones.  "Mid- 


Winter  Educators'  Retreat"  will 
take  place  at  Camp  New  Hope  in 
Orange  Presbytery,  near  Chapel 
Hill,  Jan.  18-19. 

Theme  for  the  meeting  is  "We 
Have  this  Ministry."  Leader  will 
be  Dr.  Richard  Osmer,  assistant 
professor  of  Christian  education 


at  Union  Seminary  in  Virginia. 

Cost  is  $30  per  person;  regis- 
tration deadline  is  Jan.  13.  For 
more  information,  contact  Mar- 
tha Stevenson  at  (919)  834-3424. 
Register  with  Orange  Presbytery, 
P.O.  Box  2874,  Durham,  N.C. 
27705. 


Video  teaches  on  'Jeremiah' 
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A  new  video  series  produced 
by  Columbia  Seminary  features 
well-known  scholar  Walter 
Brueggemann  in  two  50-minute 
sessions  on  "Jeremiah."  The 

tape  is  the  first  in  the  series 
"Foundations  of  Faith."  Ac- 
companying the  tape  is  a  set  of 


discussion  questions  and  a  bibli- 
ography. 

The  tape  costs  $30  and  is  avail- 
able from  the  Office  of  Ad- 
vanced Studies,  Columbia 
Seminary,  P.O.  Box  520,  Deca- 
tur, Ga.  30031.  Checks  should  be 
made  payable  to  Columbia  The- 
ological Seminary. 


Heavy  damage  reported 
from  Hurricane  Gilbert 


LOUISVILLE,  Ky.  —  Heavy  damage 
in  Jamaica  from  Hurricane  Gilbert  was 
reported  by  two  Presbyterians  who  went 
there  the  week  after  the  storm  to  express 
personally  the  concern  of  the  Presby- 
terian Church  (U.S.A.)  and  to  gain  a 
sense  of  the  damage.  The  two  were 
David  Young,  associate  for  work  in  the 
Caribbean,  and  Laura  Gordon  of  St. 
Augustine  Presbytery. 

They  reported  that  the  major  damage 
was  to  roofs  and  agriculture,  including 
the  near  wipe-out  of  the  chicken  indus- 
try. The  United  Church  of  Jamaica  and 
Grand  Cayman  has  completed  an  initial 
survey  of  damage. 

Preliminary  figures  show  that  in  the 
five  councils  of  the  church  there  is  heavy 
damage.  In  Cornwall  Council,  10  churches 
need  new  roofs.  In  North  Middlesex 
Council,  four  need  new  roofs  and  seven 
have  extensive  additional  repairs  needed. 
In  South  Middlesex  Council,  two  need 
roofs  and  10  have  extensive  additional 
repairs  needed.  In  the  Kingston  area, 
which  is  in  Surrey  Council,  one  needs  a 
roof  and  three  need  additional  repairs. 


Churches  working  together  in  Jamai- 
ca say  they  need  $1.5  billion  for  food, 
bedding,  shelter,  and  medicine. 

The  United  Theological  College  also 
suffered  massive  damage,  with  12  facul- 
ty homes  badly  damaged  and  30  student 
cottages  almost  destroyed. 

In  the  Dominican  Republic,  the  Rev. 
Paul  Blondet,  executive  secretary  of  the 
Dominican  Evangelical  Church,  re- 
ported destruction  of  crops  and  irriga- 
tion canals.  Agricultural  damage  was 
also  reported  in  Haiti.  Details  of  dam- 
age in  the  Yucatan  area  of  Mexico  were 
not  available  at  the  time  of  this  report. 

Persons  wishing  to  donate  to  help  any 
area  may  send  checks  to  the  Presby- 
terian Church  (U.S.A.),  100  Wither- 
spoon  Street,  Louisville,  Ky.  40202- 
1396,  marked  Hurricane  Gilbert;  in- 
dividuals may  designate  a  special  area 
if  they  prefer. 

Church  World  Service,  which  sent 
emergency  supplies  to  the  region,  noted 
that  the  hurricane  followed  two  earlier 
storms  in  late  August  and  early  Septem- 
ber that  already  had  caused  heavy  dam- 
age. 


PEOPLE 

A  professor  of  modern  lan- 
guages at  Hampden-Sydney 
College  in  Virginia  is  the 
third-oldest  person  to  swim 
the  English  Channel.  Dr.  Paul 
Jagasich  swam  it  on  Sept.  6, 
setting  a  new  world  record  for 
his  age  group.  He  is  54;  he 
swam  the  Channel  in  12  hours 
and  28  minutes,  breaking  the 
old  record  set  by  legendary  In- 
diana University  swimming 
coach  Doc  Counsilman. 

•  •  • 

The  Presbyterian  Church 
(U.S.A.)  Foundation  has  an- 
nounced two  new  staff  ap- 
pointments. Scott~Harrah  is 
the  director  of  marketing  and 
Pamela  Nixon  Keith  is  ad- 
ministrative assistant  to  the 
president.  Harrah  has  26 
years'  experience  in  marketing 
with  marketing  agencies  and 
corporations.  Keith  has  12 
years'  experience  as  an  ex- 
ecutive secretary  for  presi- 
dents and  vice-presidents  of 
companies. 

•  •  • 

A  Queens  College  professor 
of  history  will  receive  the 
Merit  Award  of  Excellence 
from  the  N.C.  Society  of  His- 
torians for  a  book  he  has  writ- 
ten. Dr.  Norris  Preyer  won 
the  award  for  Hezekiah  Alex- 
ander and  the  Revolution  in 
the  Backcountry. 

•  •  • 

Presbyterian  evangelist 
Leighton  Ford  led  a  week- 
long  seminar  on  evangelism 
and  leadership  for  28  theolo- 
gical students  from  eight 
countries  at  Gordon-Conwell 
Seminary  in  Massachusetts. 
Ford  is  a  member  of  Mecklen- 
burg Presbytery. 

•  •  • 

Dr.  Ronald  Cram  has  been 
named  to  direct  the  Presby- 
terian School  of  Christian 
Education's  Continuing  Edu- 
cation Center.  He  is  associate 
professor  of  Christian  educa- 
tion. The  Center  is  studying 
the  needs  of  people  it  serves 
and  will  tailor  its  program 
accordingly. 

•  •  • 

The  Synod  of  the  Trinity 
has  elected  Dr.  Thomas 
Johnston  Jr.  as  its  executive. 
He  succeeds  Dr.  William  G. 
Rusch,  who  died  of  cancer  in 
1987.  Johnston  has  been  asso- 
ciate executive  with  the  Synod 
of  the  Covenant.  Among  his 
earlier  work  was  a  stint  as 
associate  coordinator  of  reli- 
gious affairs  at  N.C.  State 
University  in  Raleigh,  N.C. 
The  Synod  of  the  Trinity  in- 
cludes Pennsylvania  and  most 
of  West  Virginia. 
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Synod  elects  executive,  committees 


Church,  politics 
in  South  Africa 
topic  of  forum 

A  South  African  theologian 
was  to  speak  about  the  church 
and  politics  in  his  country  at  a 
forum  sponsored  by  the  North 
Carolina  Council  of  Churches  on 
Oct.  29.  Dr.  Bonganjalo  Goba  is 
professor  of  theology  and  ethics 
at  Chicago  Seminary  and  the  au- 
thor of  several  books  and  articles 
on  themes  of  liberation  from  a 
black,  South  African,  Christian 
perspective. 

The  theme  of  his  address  was 
to  be  "The  Churches'  Struggle 
and  Politics  in  South  Africa." 
Following  his  remarks,  a  panel 
and  the  audience  were  to 
respond. 


Transitional  Executive  Director  Lowelle  Simms  (left)  presents 
a  gift  to  the  Rev.  L.V.  Lassiter,  moderator  of  the  Transitional 
Council,  at  the  Synod  Assembly. 


Continued  from  Page  1 
was  that  "God  has  called  us  to 
unlimited  possibilities  for  mis- 
sion in  the  region.  We  have  great 
diversity,  which  gives  us  a  great 
opportunity." 

Partnership  is  important,  he 
said.  He  said  that  he  has  seen 
both  synod-dominated  and  pres- 
bytery-dominated synods. 

"Neither  is  healthy  for  the 
church."  Partnership  will  have 
to  be  of  a  kind  none  of  us  has 
seen  before,  he  said,  something 
new.  "We  will  have  to  define 
partnership  in  ways  that  work 
for  us  in  the  region.  I  don't  think 
the  church  has  done  that." 

In  response  to  a  question 
about  how  he  would  deal  with 
the  kind  of  perceptions  that  the 
meeting  had  considered,  Jenkins 
said  that  the  synod  needs  to  get 
as  many  people  talking  together 
as  it  can. 

At  the  synod  Assembly,  the 
chair  of  the  Staff  Search  Com- 
mittee, the  Rev.  Lloyd  Green, 
said  the  synod  had  new  difficul- 
ties because  of  the  areas  and 
groups  in  it  that  were  not  pre- 
viously bound  together. 

"The  committee  sought  a  per- 
son to  bridge  the  distances  and 


differences  and  lead  the  synod 
into  a  new  future,"  he  said.  The 
committee  believed  Jenkins  had 
the  talents  to  do  that,  he  said. 
New  structure  organized 

In  regard  to  the  new  struc- 
ture, the  only  body  operating 
in  the  synod  this  past  year  has 
been  the  Transitional  Council, 
which  organized  in  the  sum- 
mer of  1987  and  goes  out  of  ex- 
istence after  the  October  meet- 
ing of  the  Assembly.  Commis- 
sioners elected  the  permanent 
Synod  Council  and  the  com- 
mittee it  will  oversee,  as  well 
as  four  committees  that  will 
report  directly  to  the  Synod 
Assembly.  A  separate  story 
on  page  one  lists  the  commit- 
tees under  the  new  structure. 

The  new  committees  will 
meet  for  a  general  orientation 
and  then  their  own  organiza- 
tional meetings  on  Nov.  11-12 
in  Richmond.  The  new  Council 
will  hold  its  organizational 
meeting  Dec.  9-10  in  Rich- 
mond. 

The  synod's  structural 
design  classifies  two  kinds  of 
mission:  synod-based  and 
presbytery-based.  The  com- 
mittees on  mission  elected  in 


Presbyterians  take  part 
in  Catholic  press  event 


Two  Presbyterians  from  the 
Synod  of  the  Mid-Atlantic 
staff  recently  took  part  in  a 
Catholic  convention  with  an 
ecumenical  theme.  The  meet- 
ing was  the  1988  Southern 
Regional  Catholic  Press 
Association  Convention,  held 
Oct.  14-15  in  Raleigh,  N.C, 
and  hosted  by  The  North 
Carolina  Catholic. 

The  editor  of  The  Presby- 
terian News,  Robert  Milks, 
participated  in  a  panel  discus- 
sion on  ecumenism  and  the  re- 
ligious press  message,  along 
with  editors  of  Baptist  and 
AME  Zion  newspapers  and  a 
Catholic  bishop.  The  admini- 
strators of  the  synod's  Raleigh 
office,  the  Rev.  John  Mac- 
Leod, took  part  in  an  ecumen- 
ical worship  service  in  which 
numerous  ministers  from  dif- 
ferent denominations  were 
present. 

The  convention  included 
workshops  and  an  address  on 
ecumenism  and  the  religious 
press  by  Dr.  Geoffrey  Wain- 


wright,  a  Methodist  and  pro- 
fessor at  Duke  Divinity 
School  and  chair  of  the  final 
establishment  of  the  text  of 
the  World  Council  of  Chur- 
ches' Faith  and  Order  Com- 
mission document  on  "Bap- 
tism, Eucharist  and  Min- 
istry." 

Wainwright  said  the  reli- 
gious press  should  strive  to  be 
fair  in  reporting  ecumenical 
contacts,  that  it  should  seek  to 
cover  ecumenical  news,  and 
that  it  should  advance  the 
mission  of  the  church  through 
the  perspective  with  which  it 
reports  such  news. 

By  "fair,"  he  said  he  meant 
that  other  Christians  should 
be  able  to  recognize  them- 
selves and  what  they  believe  in 
what  the  religious  press 
reports  about  them.  Ecumen- 
ical coverage  can  help  the 
cause  of  Christian  unity,  he 
said.  And  the  perspective  of 
the  press  can  promote  that 
unity,  he  said. 


Church  votes  not  to  leave  PCUSA 


The  Lavonia  Church  in  Geor- 
gia voted  not  to  leave  the  Pres- 
byterian Church  (U.S.A.)  with 
its  property  and  join  the  Evan- 
gelical Presbyterian  Church.  The 
issue  failed  to  secure  the  required 


two-thirds  vote  of  the  congrega- 
tion by  one  vote. 

Northeast  Georgia  Presbytery 
dissolved  the  pastoral  relation- 
ship of  the  Rev.  Joe  D.  Renfro 
to  the  church. 


Vice-moderator  Lynne  Marks  delivers  the  report  of  the  Transi- 
tional Council  at  the  Synod  Assembly. 


Jocelyn  Hill  accepts  the  Margaret  W.  Bowen  Award  for  Chris- 
tian Education  at  the  Synod  Assembly.  St.  Andrews  Presbyter- 
ian College  presents  the  award  annually  for  contributions  to 
Christian  education.  Hill  is  associate  executive  for  Christian 
education  with  Mecklenburg  Presbytery. 


October  fall  under  the  synod- 
based  category,  with  one  ex- 
ception; the  synod  and  its 
presbyteries  will  consult  over 
what  needs  to  be  done  and 
how  work  is  to  be  organized  in 
the  presbytery-based  category. 
Emphasize  partnership 
In  his  report  to  the  Assembly, 
Transitional  Executive  Director 
Lowelle  Simms  noted  that  the 
committee  that  designed  the 
structure  listed  many  functions 
that  the  synod  staff  should  carry 
out,  all  that  people  thought  the 
synod  needed.  Then  people  said 
the  synod  could  not  hire  staff  for 
all  of  them.  The  design  therefore 
cut  back  on  the  number  of  peo- 
ple but  retained  the  number  of 
functions.  Under  that  design, 
associates  in  particular  are 
responsible  for  many  functions 
each. 

"That  is  a  description  of  built- 
in  failure,"  Simms  said.  "One 


person  can't  do  23  things." 

Many  presbyteries  have 
staff  functions  similar  to  what 
the  synod  wants,  he  said.  Some 
options  to  consider,  he  said,  are 
for  the  synod  and  presbyteries  to 
agree  on  what  each  expects  of  the 
other,  and  decide  what  is  essen- 
tial to  do;  for  them  to  strongly 
emphasize  partnership  and 
shared  tasks;  and  for  the  synod 
to  consider  volunteers-in-mission 
on  the  synod  staff.  Under  the  lat- 
ter program,  volunteers  receive 
little  or  no  pay  to  work  in  the 
church's  mission. 

"There  are  many  highly  skilled 
and  qualified  persons  who  might 
be  challenged  in  being  volun- 
teers-in-mission," he  said. 

Simms  added  that  it  is  time  to 
stop  talking  about  "the  way  we 
used  to  do  things  in  the  old 
synod."  It's  time  to  be  the  Synod 
of  the  Mid-Atlantic,  he  said. 


Office  location  talks 


continued  from  Page  1 

"We're  one  meeting  away  from 
finding  out  if  we  can  do  this  or 
not,"  he  said.  If  the  two  sides 
work  out  a  plan  and  the  Council 
accepts  it,  then  the  office  would 
go  into  the  house  next  to  the 
Union  campus.  If  the  team 
thinks  the  offer  is  not  workable, 
then  the  office  would  go  into  the 
Raleigh  building. 

There  was  considerable  discus- 
sion following  the  motion.  Sem- 
inary President  T.  Hartley  Hall 
said,  "I  see  great  possibilities  for 
the  relationship  of  the  synod  as 
a  court  of  the  church  and  the 
seminary  as  an  institution  of  the 
synod  to  bring  resources  together 
on  behalf  of  the  mission  of  the 
church  in  this  part  of  the 


country." 

Several  commissioners  argued 
that  good  stewardship  would  be 
to  move  into  the  building  the 
synod  already  owns.  Others  said 
the  Assembly  should  allow  the 
committee  to  complete  its  nego- 
tiating, and  that  it  could  decide 
whether  an  offer  would  require 
too  much  of  the  synod's  money. 

There  was  an  amendment  to 
put  the  office  in  Raleigh  until  the 
next  Synod  Assembly  and  let  the 
body  decide  finally;  the  amend- 
ment lost.  The  main  motion  car- 
ried 123-58. 

Thus,  negotiations  will  con- 
tinue and  the  synod  should  know 
by  early  December  where  its  of- 
fice will  be  located. 


Skinner  endorsed  for  moderator 


William  Skinner  II  has  been 
endorsed  for  moderator  of  the 
General  Assembly  by  the  Presby- 
tery of  Prospect  Hill.  Skinner, 
56,  is  pastor  of  First  Church  in 
Sioux  City,  Iowa. 

Prior  to  serving  in  Iowa,  he 
served  pastorates  in  Pennsyl- 
vania from  1957  to  1971. 


Skinner  is  a  native  of  Mar- 
burg, Germany,  and  a  graduate 
of  Hamilton  College  and  Prince- 
ton Seminary.  He  is  married  to 
Jane  Haggard  of  Florence,  Al. 
They  have  four  children  and 
three  grandchildren. 

He  authored  the  irmation 
guide  "Come  Be 
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Workshop  looks 
at  new  methods 
in  evangelism 

Evangelism  is  a  major  task  of 
the  Church.  "New  Age  Dawn- 
ing" is  the  Presbyterian  Church 
(U.S.A.)'s  way  of  engaging  in 
evangelism.  To  help  pastors, 
educators,  and  interested  lay  per- 
sons to  become  more  familiar 
with  this  process  of  evangelism, 
the  Division  of  Care  and  Over- 
sight of  Congregations  of 
Fayetteville  Presbytery  is  spon- 
soring a  one-day  workshop  on 
this  timely  topic. 

The  date  for  the  upcoming 
workshop  is  November  15.  The 
place  is  First  Church  in  Fayette- 
ville. Leaders  include  the  fol- 
lowing persons:  Harriett 
Cromartie,  Dan  Sansbury,  and 
Bill  dePrater. 

There  will  be  a  registration  fee 
of  $5.00  for  the  workshop.  This 
cost  covers  the  meal  and  all 
materials.  Among  materials  to  be 
used  is  the  General  Assembly's 
"New  Age  Dawning  Notebook." 

Devout  life  is 
focus  of  Concord 
conference 

The  fourth  annual  Ministry 
Conference  for  Church  Profes- 
sionals of  Concord  Presbytery 
was  held  on  October  17-18  at  the 
Laurel  Ridge  Conference  Center. 

Charlie  Summers,  pastor  of 
the  Seigle  Avenue  Church  in 
Charlotte,  led  the  conference  in 
an  examination  of  the  devout  life 
for  busy  people. 

"All  pastors  and  educators  are 
aware  of  the  great  tension  be- 
tween a  need  for  prayer  and  re- 
flection and  the  many  demands 
on  our  time."  said  Beth  Miller, 
of  the  Continuing  Education 
Committee.  "For  this  reason, 
this  conference  was  more  than  a 
lecture  series." 

There  was  opportunity  for 
quiet  reflection  throughout  the 
retreat.  Using  scripture  and 
references  from  some  of  the 
spiritual  classics,  Charlie  Sum- 
mers helped  the  group  discover 
resources  for  their  own  spiritual 
discipline.  Time  was  allowed  for 
silence,  journal  writing,  and 
prayer.  Participants  were  en- 
couraged to  bring  their  own 
devotional  materials. 

Summers  is  a  native  of  Birm- 
ingham, Alabama,  born  in  1950. 

Video  workshop 
covers  church 
programming 

Using  video  in  the  church  is 
the  subject  of  a  workshop  spon- 
sored by  Mecklenburg  Presby- 
tery on  Nov.  6.  The  session  is  in- 
tended to  cover  "almost 
everything  you've  wanted  to 
know  about  video  possibilities 
for  church  programming." 

Leader  is  Ervin  Dailey,  pro- 
ducer of  videos  for  the  United 
Methodist  Church.  Participants 
in  the  workshop  will  use  equip- 
ment. 

The  meeting  will  cover  such 
topics  as  how  to  use  the  cam- 
corder, using  videos  in  program- 
ming, copyright  laws,  and  edit- 
ing. 

The  workshop  will  take  place 
for  three  hours  in  the  afternoon 
at  the  Mecklenburg  Presbytery 

Center.  Registration  is  limited  to 

25  people.  I 


AMONG  THE 
PRESBYTERIES 

News  from  around  the  Synod 


Intensive  Bible  study 
is  topic  of  workshop 


Wilmington  educational 
conference  draws  650 


More  than  650  people  at- 
tended the  Proclaim-ation 
Celebration  II  educational  event 
sponsored  by  Wilmington  Pres- 
bytery and  held  at  Myrtle  Grove 
Church  on  Saturday,  August  27. 
It  was  an  outstanding  turnout, 
drawing  people  from  62  of  the 
churches  in  Wilmington  Presby- 
tery (that  represents  84  percent  of 
the  churches),  as  well  as  27  per- 
sons from  other  presbyteries  and 
1 1  people  from  other  denomina- 
tions. 

The  large  facility  at  Myrtle 
Grove  was  suited  to  the  task  of 
housing  the  large  crowd,  pro- 
viding more  than  adequate  space 
for  worship,  the  workshops, 
church  displays,  the  bookstore, 
and  lunch. 

Leadership  for  the  day  came 
from  both  inside  and  outside  of 
Wilmington  Presbytery.  Louis 
Weeks  came  from  Louisville 
Seminary,  leading  morning  wor- 
ship and  holding  workshops  on 
Prebyterianism  and  on  ethical 
decision-making.  Melva  Costen 
came  from  the  Interdenomina- 
tional Theological  Center  in 
Atlanta  and  spoke  at  the  after- 
noon worship  service  as  well  as 
leading  workshops  on  worship. 


Marcia  Myers  spoke  on  topics 
related  to  the  small  church,  com- 
ing from  the  Synod  of  the  Trini- 
ty, where  she  specializes  in  small- 
church  ministries.  The  PC  (USA) 
offices  sent  Claude  Godwin,  who 
spoke  on  stewardship,  and  Ashe- 
ville  Presbytery  sent  Virginia 
Stevens,  who  led  a  session  on 
"Reclaiming  Christmas." 

David  Weadon,  of  Princeton 
Seminary,  led  the  music  pro- 
gram, including  the  Proclaim- 
ation  Choir,  who  assisted  in  the 
afternoon  worship  time. 

Many  others  led  workshops  as 
well. 

Many  others  helped  and  de- 
serve much  credit  for  the  success 
of  the  event. 

It  was  a  time  for  the  whole 
presbytery  to  gather  and  have 
worship,  learning,  and  fellow- 
ship together.  It  was  a  day  with 
just  about  everything,  weather 
ranging  from  rain  to  sunshine, 
classes  with  topics  on  clowning, 
dance,  music,  worship,  parli- 
amentary procedure,  ethics,  and 
PREM,  and  it  all  included  the 
warmth  of  a  family  joining 
together  to  grow  with  one 
another. 


Dr.  Eugene  F.  Trester, 
founder  and  director  of  A.B.I. L. 
in  Tuscon,  Ariz.,  will  lead  a  one- 
day  orientation  of  pastors,  edu- 
cators, members  of  adult-study 
committees,  and  other  adults  in- 
terested in  learning  more  about 
this  significant  approach  to  in- 
tensive adult  Bible  study  on  Mon- 
day, Nov.  14,  9:30-4:30. 

Adult  Biblical  Interdependent 
Learning  is  an  intensive  adult 
program  for  studying  the  Bible  in 
an  intelligent,  understanding 
manner,  drawing  upon  the  latest 
scholarship  of  various  biblical 
scholars  known  for  their  work  in 
their  respective  fields. 

Some  of  the  30  writers  include: 
Walter  Brueggemann,  Columbia 
Theological  Seminary;  Paul  J. 
Achtemeier  and  Jack  Kingsbury, 
Union  Theological  Seminary  in 
Virginia;  and  Eugene  March, 
Louisville  Presbyterian  Seminary. 

ABIL  is  a  program  of  biblical 
study  which  consists  of  20  Old 
Testament  and  20  New  Testament 
units  of  study,  each  session  ap- 
proximately two  hours  in  length. 

The  educational  model  incor- 
porates individual  study  and  re- 
flection prior  to  each  class  ses- 
sion, lecture,  and  discussion  car- 
ried out  in  a  group  where  there 
is  a  bond  of  support  and  Chris- 
tian community. 

Dr.  Malcolm  Knowles,  re- 


nowned professor  of  education 
now  retired  from  NCSU  and 
founder  of 
the  educa- 
tional model 
of  adult  learn- 
ing called 
"andragogy," 
has  provided 
the  educa- 
tional model 
upon  which 
ABIL  is  built.      Dr.  Eugene 
Trester 

Bob  Poteet, 
former  staff  associate  for  leader- 
ship development,  Orange  Pres- 
bytery, wrote  to  a  national  Chris- 
tian Education  Conference  at 
Montreat  last  year: 

"I  am  impressed  with  ABIL. 
It  is  certainly  scholarly  and  yet  it 
reinforces  and  supports  the  'spir- 
itual' dimensions  of  faith.  It  is 
experiential  and  inductive... and 
offers  the  best  in  scholarship  not 
just  from  one  writer  but  from 
many.  ABIL  offers  an  excellent 
resource  for  persons  who  have 
participated  in  Kerygma  and  are 
wanting  more  in-depth  study  of 
particular  books  of  the  Bible  or 
a  more  sequential,  chronological 
approach  than  thematical." 

Cost  is  $15.00  per  person,  in- 
cluding lunch.  Call  the  presby- 
tery office  (919-286-0704)  for 
more  information  or  to  receive  a 
registration  form. 


Baltimore  man  serves  community  all  his  life 


Most  of  us  are  on  the  move — 
literally  on  the  move,  changing 
our  positions  and  places,  our 
luck  and  locations  as  we  shift 
from  one  community  to  the  next. 

Dwight  S.  Warren,  however, 
has  grown  and  been  educated, 
worked  and  been  married,  lived 
and  played  his  entire  life  within 
the  same  few  East  Baltimore  city 
blocks.  "I  had  no  idea  I'd  be 
here  this  long,"  he  smiles  as  he 
relates  the  story  of  extraordinary 
commitment  to  one  community. 
And  the  one  experience  which 
has  glued  together  all  aspects  of 
his  40  years  has  been  McKim 
Community  Center. 

Resident  since  age  seven 

Warren  is  executive  director  of 
McKim  today,  but  his  history 
with  the  Center  and  surrounding 
community  dates  back  to  his 
boyhood  when,  at  seven,  he  and 
his  family  moved  to  the  new 
Lafayette  Courts  Housing 
Project — just  one  block  from 
McKim.  The  high-rise  apartment 
building  on  North  Aisquith 
represented  a  new  concept  in 
public  housing  and  was  inhabited 
by  an  even  black-white  racial  mix 
of  tenants.  Neither  the  original 
intent  of  the  Project  nor  the 
racial  balance  has  been  maintain- 
ed, however,  and  Warren  has 
some  well-founded  personal  opi- 
nions on  the  issue. 

"Public  housing  does  not  work" 

"Public  housing,"  he  asserts, 
"does  not  work.  It  creates  a 
hostile  environment  that  per- 
petuates itself.  Families  are  not 
encouraged  to  move  out.  It  was 
designed,  you  know,  as  tem- 
porary living,  but  people  live 
their  whole  lifetimes  there." 


Dwight  Warren  has  served  his  community  through  the  McKim 
Community  Center  since  he  was  13. 


According  to  Warren,  "high-rise 
living  fosters  isolation  and  is  not 
conducive  for  family  living."  He 
elaborates  on  the  phenomenon 
of  "high-rise  nights  folks" — the 
residents  practically  imprisoned 
in  their  homes  to  escape  the 
dangers  of  hallways,  elevators, 
and  the  parking  lots  below.  To- 
day, five  public  housing  projects 
in  the  area  are  home  to  thou- 
sands of  children,  many  of 
whom  have  attended,  currently 
attend,  or  will  attend  the  pro- 
grams at  McKim. 

When  he  first  visited  McKim, 
Warren  was  a  13-year  old  kid 
who  wanted  to  wrestle.  Sid  Rigell 
("Mr.  Sid"),  a  Presbyterian 
minister  and  McKim's  director  at 
the  time,  provided  strong  leader- 
ship and  encouragement  for 
Warren,  who  not  only  made  the 
team,  but  later  won  several 
championships  in  the  Maryland 
Junior  Wrestling  League.  In  this 
economically  disadvantaged 
neighborhood,  "McKim  really  in 
a  sense  saved  a  lot  of  us," 
Warren  remembers. 

He  was  graduated  from  Dun- 
bar High  School  in  1966  with  no 
particular  plans  for  his  future, 
and  like  many  of  his  peers,  found 


employment  at  Bethlehem  Steel 
in  Sparrows  Point.  The  job 
didn't  last  long,  and  neither  did 
his  job  in  a  bakery.  He  recalls 
watching  pies  baking  in  an  oven 
and  deciding,  "I  don't  want  to 
do  this  for  the  rest  of  my  life!" 

Warren's  association  with 
McKim  continued  without  inter- 
ruption as  he  worked  there  in 
practically  every  capacity — 
maintenance  man,  bus  driver, 
camp  counselor,  program  direc- 
tor, coach,  etc.  Around  this  time 
he  also  developed  a  different 
kind  of  association — with  his 
future  wife,  Gladys,  another 
McKim  "graduate." 

In  1969,  Sid  Rigell  resigned; 
Rob  McClure,  another  Presby- 
terian minister,  assumed  the 
directorship;  and  Dwight  Warren 
became  McKim's  assistant  direc- 
tor. McClure  offered  Warren 
some  serious  advice:  you'll  need 
a  college  degree  if  you  ever  want 
to  become  McKim's  director. 
"Going  to  school  [at  night],  be- 
ing married,  and  helping  run 
McKim  was  an  uphill  battle," 
but  in  1975  Warren  was  gra- 
duated from  Morgan  State  with 
a  B.S.  in  physical  education. 


That  was  also  the  year  he  became 
executive  director. 

Over  the  years,  Warren  has 
been  keenly  sensitive  to  the 
needs  of  his  East  Baltimore 
community,  expanding  and 
developing  McKim's  program  to 
meet  those  needs.  Today  the 
Center  offers  tutoring,  Home- 
work Helping  Hour,  Bible  study, 
an  eating  facility  for  adults,  and 
a  host  of  athletic  and  recreational 
activities  including  baseball, 
basketball,  gymnastics,  wrestl- 
ing, weightlifting,  karate,  scout- 
ing, day  camp,  music,  dance, 
4-H  Club,  and  more.  The  budget 
to  support  all  this  activity  is 
$107,000— $53,000  from  the 
Presbytery  of  Baltimore  and 
$54,000  from  fundraisers. 
"Sometimes  they're  nickel  and 
dime  affairs,  but  it  all  adds  up," 
Warren  laughs. 

Alumni  offer  scholarships 

Recently,  he  organized  the 
McKim  Committee,  whose  pur- 
pose is  to  provide  role  models  for 
McKim's  young  clientele  by 
stressing  the  importance  of  hav- 
ing life  goals,  avoiding  drugs, 
and  preventing  teenage  preg- 
nancy. The  alumni  offer  three 
$500  scholarships  every  year  and 
award  them  on  the  basis  of  per- 
sonal interviews  and  recommen- 
dations of  high  school  coun- 
selors. Each  recipient  must  be  a 
neighborhood  resident  who  has 
performed  60  hours  of  work  at 
the  Center  and  who  plans  to  at- 
tend college. 

"Every  kid  who  walks  in  this 
door  wants  a  stage  to  perform, 
wants  attention,  wants  someone 
to  listen.  Our  central  purpose  at 
McKim,"  Warren  explains,  "is 
to  help  kids  become  equipped  to 
take  their  place  in  society." 
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"Team  Model"  is  implemented 


The  Pre-Adolescent  Center 
began  using  the  "team  model" 
approach  to  child  care  in  late 
August  of  1988.  Staff  at  the 
Center  are  now  divided  into  three 
teams,  each  of  which  is  assigned 
to  work  with  the  children  in  one 
of  the  program's  three  cottages. 

Miriam  Johnson,  director  of 
the  Center,  believes  that  the  team 
approach  can  better  meet  the 
needs  of  children  and  families 
and  strengthen  the  support  sys- 
tem among  the  staff. 

In  the  team  approach,  each 
cottage  is  assigned  a  team  con- 
sisting of  a  social  worker,  a 
teacher,  a  cottage  coordinator, 
and  two  team  cottage  counselors. 
This  team  works  together  to  help 
the  children  in  its  group  and  their 
families  find  solutions  and  make 
changes  in  their  lives. 

Children  at  the  Center  are  now 
being  placed  in  cottages  based  on 
the  type  of  problems  they  and 
their  families  are  having.  Each 
cottage  team  is  working  with 
children  who,  because  their  pro- 
blems are  similar,  require  similar 
interventions.  Because  of  this, 
the  team  can  be  more  consistent 
and  effective  in  developing  a  plan 
of  care  for  each  child. 

For  example,  one  of  the  cot- 
tages has  been  defined  as  the 
"family  clarification"  cottage. 
Children  assigned  to  this  cottage 
and  team  have  intense  family 
problems  and  because  of  their 
anxiety  over  past  rejection  and 
possible  future  abandonment, 
they  are  prone  to  be  in  crisis 
more  than  other  children  in  the 
program.  Because  their  parents 
are  also  going  through  transi- 


tions or  crisis  in  their  own  lives 
and  need  intense  levels  of  service, 
they  may,  for  example,  at  the  last 
minute  cancel  an  anxiously 
awaited  visit.  The  child,  feeling 
frustrated,  scared,  and  unloved, 
becomes  angry  and  defiant  or 
belligerent. 

The  child's  feelings  are  under- 
standable, but  he  or  she  needs 
guidance  and  support  to  be  able 
to  express  and  cope  with  those 
strong  feelings.  The  other  child- 
ren in  the  cottage  have  similar 
issues  with  their  families,  so  dur- 
ing the  child's  crisis  they  and  the 
team  can  provide  that  needed 
support.  There  is  a  mutual 
understanding,  friendship  at  a 
lonely  time,  and  guidance  toward 
helpful  ways  of  coping  and 
resolving  the  issues.  The  crisis 
passes,  and  the  healing  process 
continues. 

The  team  would  help  this 
family  to  examine  their  feelings 
about  their  child  and  their  prob- 
lems and  to  decide  if,  and  how, 
they  are  going  to  help.  The  fami- 
ly may  begin  to  see  how  they 
contribute  to  "the  child's  pro- 
blem" and  try  to  change,  or  they 
may  decide  that  reintegration  of 
the  child  into  the  family  should 
be  given  up  and  another  plan 
pursued. 

The  child's  family  is  helped  to 
see  that  giving  their  child  a  clear 
expectation  of  where  and  with 
whom  he  or  she  will  grow  up, 
even  if  that's  not  "at  home,"  is 
a  difficult,  but  more  loving 
choice  than  leaving  the  child  to 
live  with  continuing  uncertainty 
and  doubt. 

So  far  the  "team  model" 


seems  to  be  very  well  accepted  by 
staff,  even  though  it  is  a  big 
change  from  the  way  it  used  to 
be  organized  at  the  Center. 
Social  workers  were  one  depart- 
ment, with  a  lead  social  worker 
in  charge,  and  cottage  counselors 
and  teachers  were  in  two  other 
departments,  each  with  lead 
workers. 

Transition  to  the  team  ap- 
proach was  begun  at  a  time  when 
many  "veteran"  employees  were 
leaving  the  agency.  Remaining 
staff  members  were  given  an  op- 
portunity to  select  the  cottage 
program  they  felt  best  matched 
their  own  skills  and  interests,  and 
most  were  assigned  to  their  first 
choice.  As  people  were  hired  they 
learned  the  new  program  instead 
of  the  old  one. 

The  Center  is  being  guided 
through  this  transition  by  Dr. 
Howard  Garner,  director  of  the 
Virginia  Institute  for  Develop- 
mental Disabilities  at  Virginia 
Commonwealth  University. 
Garner  is  the  author  of  two 
books  on  the  subject  of  the  team 
model  of  organization:  Team- 
work in  Programs  for  Children 
and  Youth  (1982);  and  Helping 
Others  Through  Teamwork 
(1988). 

With  the  team  model,  the  staff 
can  focus  more  clearly  on  the 
purpose  of  placement  for  the 
children  in  each  cottage  and 
work  together  consistently  to 
deal  with  the  causes  of  the  prob- 
lems that  led  to  specialized  group 
care  provided  by  Barium  Springs 
Home  for  Children. 


Balloon  launches  over  Barium 


As  children  from  the  Pre- 
Adolescent  center  watched  in  an- 
ticipation, the  men  from  the  Dix- 
ie Drifters  Balloon  Company 
from  Greenville,  South  Carolina, 
unfolded  the  giant  red,  yellow, 
blue,  white  and  gold  balloon  in 
preparation  for  its  inflation. 

"Look,  it  has  stars  on  it,"  said 
one  11 -year-old  boy.  "It  has  a 
hole  in  the  top  of  it!"  said  a 
13-year-old  girl.  "You  can  see  all 
the  way  through  it." 

Charlene  Massey,  a  substitute 
teacher  at  the  Pre-Adolescent 
Center  School,  was  responsible 
for  getting  one  of  the  126  hot-air 
balloons  from  the  National  Bal- 
loon Rally  in  Statesville,  North 
Carolina,  to  launch  in  a  field  on 


the  Home's  campus  at  7:30  a.m. 
on  Sept.  16. 

"I  had  the  children  study  hot- 
air  balloons  because  of  the  up- 
coming Balloon  Rally,"  said 
Massey.  "Then  I  started  think- 
ing how  great  it  would  be  for 
them  to  be  able  to  see  one  actual- 
ly being  launched.  I  called  the 
Chamber  of  Commerce  and  they 
set  it  up  for  us." 

Charles  J.  Loucks  Jr.,  owner 
of  the  Dixie  Drifters,  carefully 
explained  to  the  children  how  the 
balloon  would  be  inflated  and 
then  hot  air  added  to  make  it 
rise.  He  answered  questions  from 
the  children,  such  as  how  high 
would  the  balloon  go,  what  it 
was  made  of,  and  how  would  it 


get  down  again.  But  nothing  was 
as  fun  as  watching  the  look  of 
amazement  on  the  children's 
faces  as  the  narrow-looking  strip 
of  fabric  grew  and  rose  to  its 
enormous  size. 

Massey,  who  got  up  at  4:30 
a.m.  to  go  to  the  hotel  where  the 
Dixie  Drifters  were  staying  and 
lead  them  to  the  campus,  was 
given  the  honor  of  riding  in  the 
balloon  once  it  was  ready  to  go. 
She  waved  to  the  children  and 
they  waved  back  as  they  watched 
her  float  off  over  the  campus. 

This  was  the  15th  National 
Balloon  Rally,  which  is  usually 
held  on  a  Friday,  Saturday,  and 
Sunday  in  September  at  the 
Statesville  Airport.  It  was  spon- 
sored by  Coca-Cola  and  Pied- 
mont Airlines. 


Alumni  News 

Mrs.  Denzil  Cartrett  Phillips, 
912  North  Third  Street,  Lake 
City,  Florida  32055,  has  written 
to  the  Home  to  ask  that  we  in- 
form her  alumni  friends  and 
staff  that  she  would  love  to  hear 
from  anyone  who  remembers 
her.  She  was  a  resident  of 
Barium  Springs  from  1925  to 
1937. 


...Or 
So  It 
Seems 

A  recent  news  item  reported 
more  than  100,000  children 
homeless.  A  Charlotte  official 
said  that  the  typical  child  on  the 
streets  was  a  15-year-old,  middle- 
class  girl. 

It  is  ironic  that,  in  a  time  of 
unparalleled  prosperity,  our 
children  are  in  such  dire  circum- 
stances. It  is  also  sad.  To  add  to 
the  cloud  over  our  society's 
future,  these  children  will  inherit 
the  debts  piled  up  during  our  cur- 
rent prosperity.  How  will  they 
handle  that  debt?  They  won't.  It 
will  handle  them,  and  not  kindly, 
along  with  our  children  and 
grandchildren. 

We  spend  trillions  to  protect 
ourselves  from  outside  dangers, 
but,  supposedly,  cannot  afford 
to  head  off  impending  disaster 


Earle  Frazier,  ACSW 
Executive  Director 

from  within.  But  can  we  afford 
not  to? 

Rescuing  troubled  children 
and  families  is  a  difficult  and 
costly  undertaking.  Human  that 
we  are,  our  knowledge  and  skill 
is  not  always  sufficient  for  the 
task;  neither  are  the  dollars.  But 
there  is  no  greater  challenge — 
moral  or  otherwise — facing  you, 
me,  our  church,  or  our  country. 

What  will  be  your  response  to 
this  challenge — as  an  individual, 
as  a  church  member,  as  a  citizen? 
Let  us  remember  that  failure  to 
respond  is  a  very  loud  response, 
indeed. 

J? 


Thanksgiving  Offering  set 


Once  again  Thanksgiving  and 
the  holiday  season  is  almost 
upon  us;  once  again  Barium 
Springs  Home  for  Children  is 
preparing  for  the  annual  Thanks- 
giving Offering  in  Presbyterian 
churches  across  North  Carolina. 

It  has  become  a  tradition  each 
Thanksgiving  for  the  Presby- 
terian churches  of  North  Caro- 
lina to  pull  together  to  help  the 
children  and  their  families  at 
Barium  Springs  Home  for  Child- 
ren. 

"Our  Church  Can  Make  the 
Difference"  is  the  theme  for  this 
year's  Offering.  Posters,  bulletin 
inserts,  and  offering  envelopes 


were  mailed  to  churches  on  Oc- 
tober 17  in  preparation  for  the 
event. 

For  many  years  the  Synod  of 
North  Carolina  gave  approval 
for  this  Offering  to  take  place. 
The  monies  received  from  it  and 
the  show  of  support  from  the 
churches  have  been  both  a  finan- 
cial and  spiritual  blessing  to  the 
Home. 

In  this,  the  first  year  of  the  life 
of  the  Synod  of  the  Mid-Atlan- 
tic, the  Home  needs  the  support 
of  the  Church  more  than  ever. 
Together  we  can  make  the 
difference. 


PAC  meets,  officers  chosen 

rents  to  bring  home-made 
goodies  for  the  staff  and  took  up 
donations  to  buy  each  staff 
member  a  little  gift  in  apprecia- 
tion of  their  services. 


The  Parent  Advisory  Commit- 
tee (PAC)  of  the  Family  and 
Child  Development  Center 
(FCDC)  met  for  the  first  time 
this  school  year  and  chose  of- 
ficers for  1988-89. 

Serving  as  co-chairs  will  be 
Jeff  and  Cathy  Corbett;  secre- 
tary will  be  Sherry  Lowrance; 
and  treasurer,  Linda  Parker. 

Also  in  the  meeting  the  PAC 
decided  to  sponsor  a  "Staff  Ap- 
preciation Day,"  which  was  held 
on  October  18.  PAC  asked  pa- 


The  PAC  helps  the  FCDC  by 
raising  money  for  things  such  as 
playground  equipment  and  room 
supplies.  This  year's  15  members 
have  some  excellent  fund-raising 
projects  in  mind  and  met  again 
in  October  to  finalize  their  plans 
for  the  year. 


I 


In  Memory  —  In  Honor 

Barium  Springs  Home  for  Children 


Donor  

Address 


IN  MEMORY  -  IN  HONOR 

My  gift  of  S  is  enclosed. 

I  wish  to  □  Honor       Z.  Remember 


Name  of 

Honoree  or  Deceased 
Address  


On  the  occasion  of   

Date  of  death  if  applicable 

Survivor  to  notify   

Address  


Relationship  of  survivor  to  honoree 


P.O.  Box  t,  Barium  Springs,  NC  28010 
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Faculty,  staff,  and  students  enjoy  a  lighthearted  moment  during  opening  exercises  in  Watts 
Chapel. 

Convocation  speaker  addresses  world  peace 


The  177th  session  of  Union 
Theological  Seminary  in  Rich- 
mond, Virginia,  opened  with 
convocation  exercises  on 
September  14  in  Watts  Chapel  on 
the  seminary  campus.  Faculty, 
staff,  friends  and  colleagues, 
and  new  and  returning  students 
joined  to  sing  hymns  of  praise 
and  to  begin  the  new  academic 
year. 

Dr.  James  R.  Leutze,  presi- 
dent of  Hampden-Sydney  Col- 
lege, delivered  the  convocation 
address  entitled  "The  Absence  of 
War  (What  If  World  Peace 
Breaks  Out?)."  Citing  recent 
softening  of  conflicts  throughout 
the  globe,  he  cautioned  against 


too  optimistic  a  view  of  immi- 
nent world  peace.  More  impor- 
tant than  our  relationship  with 
the  Soviet  Union,  said  Leutze, 
are  three  tough  ethical  issues  fac- 
ing us  all:  the  relationship  be- 
tween developed  and  non- 
developed  countries,  nuclear  pro- 
liferation, and  world  pollution. 

Leutze  urged  Christian  de- 
nominations to  look  beyond 
their  boundaries  and  see  a 
broader  world  vision.  If  the 
United  States  does  not  concern 
itself  with  these  big  issues,  he 
said,  we  will  lose  credibility  with 
others  in  the  world  community. 

Dr.  T.  Hartley  Hall  IV,  presi- 
dent of  the  seminary,  issued  a 


special  welcome  to  Professors 
Trotti  and  Towner,  who  returned 
from  their  sabbatic  year;  to 
students-in-ministry,  who  studied 
in  parish  settings  last  year;  and 
to  visiting  1988-89  faculty  — 
Linda  Bridges  in  New  Testa- 
ment, Arnold  Lovell  in  evan- 
gelism, William  Sachs  in  church 
history,  and  LoAnn  Fairman,  in- 
terim director  in  continuing 
education. 

Hall  announced  fellowships 
for  the  coming  year  and  greeted 
students  from  as  far  away  as 
Switzerland,  Ghana,  France, 
Nicaragua,  Germany,  Korea, 
Puerto  Rico,  Canada,  and  In- 
donesia. 


New  graduate  studies  program  announced 


Dr.  S.  Dean  McBride,  director 
of  graduate  studies,  has  an- 
nounced major  developments  in 
the  Th.M.  and  Ph.D.  degree  pro- 
grams affecting  the  1989  school 
year.  These  programs  are  de- 
signed to  address  interests  and 
needs  of  those  wishing  to  pursue 
advanced  theological  study 
beyond  the  M.Div.  degree  in 
order  to  enhance  their  contribu- 
tions to  the  life  of  the  church  and 
its  ministries. 

Students  in  the  Th.M.  pro- 
gram will  have  a  more  flexible  set 
of  degree  requirements  than  in 
the  past.  They  will  have  the  usual 
year  of  academic  study  in  resi- 
dence, under  faculty  supervision, 
in  the  advanced  curriculum  of  a 
chosen  department.  But  the  new 
structure  will  also  allow  them  to 
participate  in  the  design  of  an  in- 
dividualized course  of  study  and 
research  that  draws  upon  the  re- 
sources of  two  or  more  depart- 
ments. It  is  anticipated  that  this 
interdepartmental  option  will 
prove  quite  useful  for  M.Div. 
graduates  seeking  additional 
training  for  specialized  forms  of 
ministry. 

A  Ph.D.  program  in  practical 
theology  has  just  been  designed, 
adding  to  the  current  doctoral 
programs  in  biblical  studies  and 
church  history.  In  addition  to  the 
usual  areas  of  concentration  — 
preaching  and  worship,  pastoral 
care  and  counseling,  and  the 


teaching  ministry  of  the  church 
—  careful  attention  will  be  given 
to  broader  issues  and  theological 
resources  pertinent  to  contem- 
porary Christian  ministry.  This 
particular  degree  program  is 
designed  to  prepare  candidates 
for  a  variety  of  forms  of  pastoral 
leadership,  including  seminary 
teaching. 


Applications  will  be  received 
and  considered  this  academic 
year  for  entrance  into  both  the 
Th.M.  and  Ph.D.  degree  pro- 
grams in  September  1989.  Re- 
quests for  information  and  ap- 
plications forms  should  be  ad- 
dressed to  Dr.  S.  Dean  McBride, 
director  of  graduate  studies. 


A  message  from 
the  president 


New  and  returning  students 
have  arrived  on  campus  for 
Union  Seminary's  1988-89  aca- 
demic year.  I  continue  to  be  im- 
pressed with  the  quality  and 
potential  of  the  men  and  women 
who  come  to  our  campus.  A  re- 
cent magazine  article  cited  the 
nationwide  drop  in  grades  for 
entering  medical  school  students. 
We  have  not  experienced  that 
among  the  students  who  choose 
to  prepare  for  their  ministry 
here. 

We  are  experiencing  an  in- 
creasing diversity  among  our  stu- 
dent body,  which  is  a  healthy 
reflection  of  the  diversity  within 
our  new  denomination.  The  class 
this  fall  will  bring  to  campus  the 
largest  group  of  racial-ethnic  stu- 
dents in  Union  Seminary's  his- 
tory. 

We've  completed  a  very  good 
academic  year,  and  with  some 
significant  accomplishments. 
The  seminary's  operation  of 
public  radio  for  the  Richmond 
area  has  been  successfully 
transferred  to  another  communi- 
ty organization.  The  administra- 
tion is  in  the  process  of 
negotiating  the  location  of  the 
Synod  of  the  Mid-Atlantic's  of- 
fices here  on  seminary  property. 
The  faculty  is  completing  plans 
for  a  new  graduate  program  in 
practical  theology.  And  a 
challenge  gift  to  strengthen  our 
program  in  evangelism  was 
significantly  over-subscribed  by 
supporters  and  friends. 

All  of  these  things  serve  to 
keep  our  institutional  focus 
where  we  intend  it  to  be:  on  ser- 
vice to  the  church  through  the 
preparation  and  resourcing  of  its 
ministry  and  mission. 

In  this  regard,  I  think  it's 
worth  mentioning  that  our 
graduates  continue  to  find  a  wide 
reception  in  the  church.  At  a 
time  when  pastoral  vacancies  are 
relatively  scarce,  our  experience 
is  that  over  95  percent  of  Union 
Seminary  students  will  have 
received  calls  by  the  time  they 
graduate.  The  few  remaining  will 
ordinarily  get  placements  a  short 


i 

T.  Hartley  Hall  IV 

time  thereafter.  The  figures 
speak  well  both  for  the  school 
and  for  the  quality  of  students 
we  admit. 

Through  the  generosity  of 
many  loyal  persons,  we  were  able 
to  finish  this  last  academic  year, 
pay  all  of  our  bills,  and  operate 
a  bit  in  the  black.  Prudent  invest- 
ment policies  allowed  us  to 
weather  the  stock  market  decline 
last  fall,  and  for  the  whole  year 
our  endowment  portfolio  even 
showed  a  slight  gain.  This  is  im- 
portant, since  we  depend  upon 
endowment  for  50  percent  of  our 
operating  revenue. 

Tuition  brings  us  another  11 
percent  —  which  is  more  than 
offset  by  scholarships  and  stu- 
dent aid  grants.  The  synods  pro- 
vide us  with  three  percent  and 
current  donors  with  a  whopping 
23  percent.  If  you  look  at  endow- 
ment income  as  the  current  giv- 
ing of  past  donors,  then  almost 
three-fourths  of  our  operating  in- 
come comes  from  the  generosity 
of  individuals  and  congregations 
who  have  chosen  to  share  with  us 
the  responsibility  of  providing 
for  the  future  leadership  of  the 
church. 

All  of  us  at  Union  Seminary 
are  very  conscious  of  the  trust  so 
many  persons  have  placed  in  us, 
and  of  our  stewardship  in  using 
these  gifts  wisely  and  well.  And 
we  are  grateful  to  have  you  as 
colleagues  with  us  in  this  impor- 
tant work  on  behalf  of  the  whole 
church. 

T.  Hartley  Hall  IV 
President 


Some  facts  you  may  not  know  about  UTS 


Did  you  know: 

•  that  the  foundation  of 
Union  Seminary  was  a  small 
library  of  23  theological  books 
used  to  train  the  first  students  of 
divinity  at  Hampden-Sydney 
College  in  1806? 

•  that  the  UTS  library  has 
grown  to  encompass  over 
255,000  volumes,  including 
special  collections  on  John 
Calvin  and  other  Reformed 
theologians? 

•  that  the  library  is  open  to 
the  public  and  serves  the  church 
as  well  as  the  seminary 
community? 

•  that  both  alumni/ae  and 
friends  of  the  seminary  may  re- 
quest volumes,  bibliographies,  or 
other  special  services  by 
telephone,  letter,  or  computer 
(using  Presbynet)? 

•  that  the  Media  Resources 


department  of  the  library  houses 
24,000  cassettes  and  reels  which 
may  be  borrowed  upon  request? 

•  that  a  sophisticated  media 
production  facility  provides 
academic  support  to  faculty  and 


students  alike? 

•  that  the  library  is  so  impor- 
tant to  seminary  theological 
education  that  almost  a  quarter 
of  the  seminary's  budget  is 
allocated  for  library  purposes? 


•  that  the  library  relies  heavi- 
ly on  the  generosity  of  friends 
and  supporters  to  meet  rising 
costs  and  to  provide  adequate 
facilities  to  equip  it  for  the  com- 
puter age? 


Robert  W.  Lynn  to  speak  at  1989  Sprunt  Lectures 


Alumni/ae,  faculty,  stu^ 
dents,  and  friends  gather  each 
year  to  attend  Union  Semi- 
nary's annual  Sprunt  Lectures 
and  to  renew  old  acquain- 
tances. The  lecture  series  was 
begun  in  1911  by  Dr.  James 
Sprunt  to  bring  to  campus  the 
finest  scholars  and  preachers 
in  the  land  in  order  to  enrich 
the  academic  curriculum  and 
provide  continued  inspiration 
for  theological  study. 

This  year's  lectures,  cen- 
tered on  "Visions  of  Church 
and  Commonwealth,"  will 


begin  on  Monday,  February 
6,  and  continue  until  Thurs- 
day, February  9,  1989. 
Keynote  speaker  for  the  lec- 
ture series  will  be  Robert  W. 
Lynn,  senior  vice-president  of 
Lilly  Endowment,  Inc.  He  will 
deliver  five  lectures  entitled 
"A  Perplexing  Silence,"  "A 
Tale  of  Two  Cities,"  "An  En- 
during American  Dilemman," 
and  "IS  the  Mainstream  Run- 
ning Dry?" 

Dr.  W.  Sibley  Towner,  pro- 
fessor of  biblical  interpreta- 
tion at  Union  Seminary,  will 


serve  as  preacher  during  the 
series. 

The  Alumni/ae  Reunion 
Luncheon  will  be  held  on 
Tuesday,  February  7,  at 
Lingle  Hall.  Speaker  for  the 
luncheon  will  be  the  Rev. 
Dean  K.  Thompson,  pastor  of 
Pasadena  Presbyterian  Church 
in  Pasadena,  Ca. 

For  further  information, 
please  call  Mary  Jane  Winter, 
director  of  Alumni/ae  and 
Church  Relations  at  the 
seminary,  (804)  355-0671. 
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Crisis  as  Opportunity: 
Challenges  in  the  Elijah  Stories 
Lesson  3,  November: 
The  Crisis  of  Death 

Circle  Bible  Leaders  Study  Guide 

By  Carol  T.  (Pinky)  Bender 


The  old  adage  that  death  and  taxes  are 
the  two  "inevitables"  in  our  lives  is  not 
exactly  true.  The  payment  of  taxes  can  be 
avoided... though  that  course  of  action  is 
neither  condoned  nor  wise!  But  if  you 
don't  mind  spending  time  confined  to  a 
part  of  the  United  States  penal  system, 
you  can  get  out  of  paying  the  assessment 
that  the  government  puts  on  your  earn- 
ings. 

However,  death  is  inevitable.  It  is  the 
one  thing  that  we  all  face  sooner  or  later 
...some  at  a  very  young  age,  some  in  the 
prime  of  life,  and  some  in  the  restful, 
relaxing,  or  stressful  "golden"  years.  But, 
ready  or  not,  death  is  coming. 

Reflect  on  death 

As  you  prepare  to  teach  this  session, 
begin  with  a  lengthy  reflection  on  your 
attitude  toward  death.  Jot  down  some 
thoughts  or  feelings  as  you  consider  this 
part  of  human  existence.  If  you  have 
recently  experienced  the  death  of  a  fami- 
ly member  or  friend,  or  if  you  have  been 
deeply  touched  by  a  newspaper  or  televi- 
sion account  of  a  poignant  death,  record 
those  ideas  before  you  dig  into  the  Elijah 
story. 

Ask  yourself  some  pointed  questions, 
such  as:  How  has  this  death  affected  my 
total  outlook  on  life?  What  can  I  learn 
about  this  situation  that  will  benefit  me 
in  the  years  to  come?  If  I  have  pangs  of 
guilt  about  the  "what  if's"  of  this  death, 
how  can  I  begin  to  resolve  that  guilt  and 
move  on  with  my  life?  What  is  God  try- 
ing to  teach  me  at  this  time  in  my  life? 

Be  honest  with  yourself!  Remember 
that  only  you  will  know  what  the  answers 


to  these  questions  are. 

Continue  your  preparation  by  reading 
I  Kings  17:17-24  in  as  many  translations 
or  paraphrases  as  you  can.  I  have  just 
come  upon  a  copy  of  the  new  Jerusalem 
Bible,  a  revision  of  the  1966  edition,  and 
I  find  it  dynamic  and  lively.  Pick  out  the 
differences  in  each  translation  so  as  to  get 
a  better  feel  for  the  broad  range  of  mean- 
ings of  words.  This  is  a  good  study  to 
begin  this  practice  because  the  amount  of 
Scripture  in  each  session  is  quite  short. 

Homework  assignments 

Decide  about  "outside  assignments," 
such  as  those  suggested  in  "Pause  and 
Reflect,"  page  22,  #2,  and  page  23,  #3. 
Call  a  couple  of  members  of  your  circle 
to  prepare  these  ahead  of  time  for  presen- 
tation at  your  meeting. 

An  additional  resource  not  mentioned 
in  the  study  book  is  /  and  II  Kings  by  A. 
Graeme  Auld.  This  volume  is  from  the 
Daily  Study  Bible  Series,  published  by 
Westminster.  The  format  is  like  the  more 
familiar  New  Testament  series  by  Dr. 
William  Barclay. 

On  to  Elijah!  Having  survived  the 
catastrophe  of  drought  and  hunger,  we 
can  well  imagine  that  Elijah  had  settled 
down  into  the  upper  chamber  of  the 
widow's  house.  Maybe  this  was  the  room 
that  her  late  husband  had  used  for  a 
study,  and  Elijah  yearned  for  some 
peaceful  hours  to  "get  his  head 
together"! 

However,  right  away,  the  Scripture  tells 
us,  "After  this...,"  meaning  the  crisis  of 
hunger.  (You  may  discuss  with  your 
group  how  some  people  seem  to  go  "from 
crisis  to  crisis"  in  their  lives.) 

Using  verses  17  and  18,  ask  your  group 


questions  like  these:  How  would  you  react 
if  someone  lashed  out  at  you  about 
something  over  which  you  had  no  con- 
trol, especially  a  death?  What  would  be 
your  response  to  this  widow's  insinuation 
that  her  sin  had  caused  her  son's  death? 

Consider  your  own  reaction  to  the  pop- 
ular thinking  in  Elijah's  day  (and  maybe 
in  ours?)  that  good  people  were  blessed 
by  God  and  bad  people  were  punished  by 
God.  Review  Dr.  Mary  Boney  Sheats's 
suggestions  under  "Pause  and  Reflect" 
on  page  22  to  help  with  this  discussion, 
including  the  research  on  "sin." 

Move  on  to  verses  19  and  20.  What 
does  Elijah  reveal  in  his  prayer  about  his 
attitude  toward  this  death?  How  does  that 
reflect  some  of  our  modern  conceptions 
of  how  God  works?  What  does  this  say 
to  people  who  cry  out,  "Why  me/us, 
God?" 

Continue  this  section  by  reading  verses 
21-24.  Again  you  will  want  to  use  Dr. 
Sheats's  "Pause  and  Reflect"  section  on 
page  23,  asking  for  the  report  from  one 
of  the  gospels  if  you  have  made  that 
assignment. 

A  helpful  part  of  this  study  will  be  the 
comparison  of  Scripture  references  that 
deal  with  "resuscitation"  and  the 
passages  that  deal  with  "resurrection." 
Put  the  references  on  page  23  on  cards 
and  distribute  them  at  the  beginning  of 
the  session.  Ask  those  with  long  passages 
to  summarize  their  references. 

For  your  study  on  Jesus 's  resurrection, 
you  may  want  to  use  passages  from  each 
of  the  gospels.  For  a  statement  of  what 
we  believe  about  the  resurrection  of  the 
body,  the  1985-86  WOC/UPW  study 
book,  Weaving  the  Fabric  of  Faith, 
Chapter  9,  "The  Pattern  of  Life,"  will 
be  helpful. 


This  will  lead  into  a  discussion  of  death 
in  the  Old  Testament  as  compared  with 
death  in  New  Testament  times.  If  you  do 
not  have  time  to  deal  with  this,  at  least 
present  the  concept  of  "sheol,"  using  a 
Bible  dictionary  for  your  research. 

Use  the  remainder  of  your  time 
together  to  talk  about  how  we  today  face 
our  own  crises  of  death.  If  your  circle  is 
accustomed  to  sharing  together,  you  may 
want  to  discuss  some  of  the  questions  you 
asked  yourself  in  preparing  to  moderate 
this  session.  Consider  using  only  Question 
nA  on  page  25,  "How  can  we  help  the 
bereaved  express  their  grief?  How  can  I 
be  helped  to  express  my  grief?" 

Joan  Gray's  "Bible  Study  Aids,"  page 
73,  will  help  all  of  us  formulate  helpful 
statements  in  a  time  of  death.  Gray's 
questions  deal  with  the  apparent  reality 
that  we  sometimes  experience  in  praying 
for  healing. 

As  you  close,  remember  those  in  your 
midst  who  have  recently  been  touched  by 
death.  Ask  God  to  guide  you  in  a  minis- 
try helpful  to  those  people  at  this  time  in 
their  lives.  Think  about  appropriate  ex- 
pressions of  grief,  such  as,  "I'll  miss  him, 
too."  Or,  "We  will  have  a  hard  time  fill- 
ing the  place  she  has  left." 

Sometimes  just  going  to  a  person  and 
sitting  in  silence  is  the  best  thing  we  can 
do  at  the  moment.  Most  of  us  always  feel 
like  we  have  to  do  something  or  say 
something,  when  a  quiet  time  can  be  the 
most  healing. 

Use  the  hymn,  "Now  Thank  We  All 
Our  God,"  which  was  written,  as  Gray 
tells  us,  by  Martin  Rinkart  in  1636  after 
losing  several  members  of  his  family. 

The  Rev.  Carol  T.  (Pinky)  Bender  of 
Charlotte,  N.C.,  is  the  pastor  ofMcQuay 
Church. 


Quirky  bits  of  Presbyterian  past  noted 


•  Jesse  James's  father-in-law, 
a  notorious  public  drunk,  was 
removed  from  the  rolls  of  the 


First  Presbyterian  Church  in  In- 
dependence, Mo.,  by  the  session 
for  being  an  "unbecoming  Chris- 
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•  When  Sterling  College 
opened,  the  advertisement  for 
teachers  read:  "Only  Pres- 
byterian teachers  are  welcome 
here  because  all  others  expect  to 
be  paid." 


AUTHORS  WANTED  BY 
NEW  YORK  PUBLISHER 

Leading  subsidy  book  publisher  seeks  manuscripts 
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Kids  get  a  first-hand  look  at 
the  Palestine  of  Jesus's  time 


Pre-school  and  elementary- 
age  children  in  the  Broadmoor 
Church  in  Shreveport,  La., 
experienced  life  as  it  might 
have  been  in  the  Palestine  of 
Jesus's  time  this  summer. 
During  the  church-school 
hour  each  Sunday,  children 
dressed  in  costumes,  heard 
stories,  and  participated  in  ac- 
tivities such  as  the  potter's 


house,  the  weaver's  work- 
shop, the  print  shop,  the 
market  place,  the  carpenter's 
shop,  the  temple,  the  candle 
shop,  and  the  metal  works. 

The  goal  of  the  program 
was  to  become  involved  in  the 
day-to-day  activites  of  people 
from  biblical  times  and  gain 
insight  into  their  way  of  life. 
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Three  ministers 
retire  in  Oct. 
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At  the  last  stated  meeting  of 
Orange  Presbytery,  the  presby- 
tery will  observe  the  rite  of  retire- 
ment for  three  of  its  ministers, 
Jerry  McCann  from  the  St.  Paul 
Church  in  Greensboro,  Larry 
Avent  from  the  Jamestown 
Church,  and  William  C.  Bennett 
from  the  Trinity  Avenue  Church 
in  Durham. 

Lawrence  Wilton  Avent  was 
born  in  Sanford,  N.C.,  in  1924, 
to  Elton  Early  and  Virginia  Ver- 
non Sheppard  Avent.  He  at- 
tended Presbyterian  Junior  Col- 
lege, and  received  a  B.A.  from 
Hampden-Sydney  and  a  Masters 
of  Divinity  from  Union 
Theological  Seminary  in  Vir- 
ginia. He  is  married  to  Margaret 
Ann  Newman,  and  they  have 
two  daughters,  Margaret  Ashley 
and  Virginia  Grey. 

Larry  was  ordained  on  June  5, 
1954,  and  has  served  as  pastor  of 
Providence  Forge  Church,  asso- 
ciate pastor  of  Old  Meeting 
House  Church  in  Alexandria, 
Va.,  and  pastor  of  Crestwood 
Church  in  High  Point,  First 
Church  in  Wilson,  and  the 
Jamestown  Church  since  1980. 

Jerry  Clinton  McCann  was 
born  in  Beaumont,  Texas,  in 
1927  to  Emmett  Hugh  and  Mary 
Lucinda  Wade  McCann.  He 
married  Nan  Coker  Carter  in 
1950,  and  they  had  two  children, 


Carrie  Ann,  and  Jerry  Clinton 
Jr.,  who  is  a  minister  who  has 
served  churches  in  Orange  Pres- 
bytery along  with  his  minister 
wife,  Nancy  Rowland  McCann. 

Jerry  Sr.  has  served  as  pastor 
of  Little  Chapel  on  the  Board- 
walk Church  at  Wrightsville 
Beach,  N.C.,  and  Oak  Grove 
Church  in  Wilmington,  and  has 
been  pastor  of  the  St.  Paul 
Church  since  1958. 

Bill  Bennett  was  born  in 
Newman,  Georgia,  in  1923  to 
Boardman  Crompton  and  Anna 
Louise  Leverette  Bennett.  He 
received  his  B.A.  from  Emory 
University,  B.D.  from  Union 
Theological  Seminary  in 
Virginia,  Th.M.  from  Princeton 
Seminary,  and  Th.D.  from 
Union  Seminary.  After  his 
graduate  work,  he  began  serving 
the  Trinity  Avenue  Church  in 
Durham,  starting  with  the  World 
Communion  Service  in  October, 
1948. 

On  Sunday,  October  2,  1988, 
World-Wide  Communion  Sun- 
day, the  congregation  at  Trinity 
Avenue  celebrated  with  Bennett 
his  40th  anniversary  and  honored 
his  retirement.  His  retirement  is 
officially  effective  December  31, 
but  he  will  take  his  first  and  on- 
ly sabbatical  leave  from  church 
work  between  now  and  then. 


Ammmw 

Educators'  meetings  scheduled 


Educators  of  Orange 
Presbytery  will  meet  again  on 
November  2  at  Camp  New  Hope 
for  a  program  on  "Planning 
Comprehensively  for  Adult 
Ministries  in  the  Local  Church." 

A  lunch  is  provided,  for  $5.00 
each,  and  the  program  follows. 
The  leaders  for  this  program  are 
educators  Sheila  and  Doug  Bar- 
rick. 

Sheila  is  the  D.C.E.  at 
Western  Boulevard  Church  in 
Raleigh  and  has  a  Masters  of 
Arts  in  Christian  Education  from 
the  Presbyterian  School  of  Chris- 
tian Education  in  Richmond. 
Doug  is  the  D.C.E.  at  Ernest 
Myatt  Church  in  Raleigh,  and 


has  a  Masters  of  Arts  in  Chris- 
tian Education  from  P.S.C.E.  as 
well  as  a  Doctor  of  Education 
degree  from  N.C.  State  Univer- 
sity. 

Eduators  planning  to  attend 
should  call  in  their  reservations 
to  the  presbytery  office  (286-0704) 
by  October  28.  Educators  should 
also  put  on  their  calendars  the 
retreat  scheduled  for  January 
18-19,  1989,  at  Camp  New 
Hope.  Dr.  Richard  Osmer,  as- 
sistant professor  of  Christian 
Education  at  Union  Theological 
Seminary  in  Virginia,  will  lead 
the  educators  in  a  study  and 
celebration  of  the  theme,  "We 
Have  This  Ministry!" 


Orange  outdoor 
ministries  news 


Presbyterians 
in  Canada 

Twenty-one  adventurers  from 
ages  14  to  56  ventured  from 
Camp  New  Hope  to  the  Algon- 
quin Provincial  Park  in  Northern 
Ontario  during  the  August  High 
Adventure  Camp.  Married 
couples,  college  students,  high- 
school  students,  led  by  Paul 
Ransford,  spent  10  days  on  the 
trip.  Moose,  mink,  meteors, 
rain,  and  lots  of  canoeing  and 
portaging  were  the  daily  diet. 

Orange  Presbytery's  Outdoor 
Ministry  Unit  completely  outfit- 
ted the  trip  using  our  own 
canoes,  gear,  and  the  van  given 
by  the  Women  of  the  Church  in 
1987.  The  participants  compiled 
page  log  at  the  end  of  the 
trip  which  spoke  highly  of  their 


experience  and  the  spiritual 
growth  it  encouraged.  Plans  are 
underway  to  include  a  similar 
trip  for  1989. 

Camp  plans 
for  1989 

More  camps  in  more  places  for 
1989  is  the  plan  under  considera- 
tion by  the  Orange  Presbytery 
Outdoor  Ministries  Unit.  Six 
hundred  summer  campers  filled 
all  the  existing  spaces  this  past 
summer.  Some  campers  were 
turned  away  in  1988  and  an  ex- 
panded schedule  in  1989  will 
open  another  70  spaces.  The  Unit 
also  took  action  to  hold  down 
the  size  of  all  camps  in  order  to 
maintain  program  quality. 

"Our  cabins  hold  12  people," 


Presbyteries 
choose  names 

The  new  presbyteries  of  which 
Orange  Presbytery  will  be  a  part 
after  December  31  have  chosen 
names  for  themselves.  The 
presbytery  formerly  known  as 
Presbytery  "B"  in  central  North 
Carolina  has  chosen  the  name  of 
"Salem  Presbytery." 

The  name  has  significance  in 
four  areas:  geographically,  it 
reflects  the  area  in  the  center  of 
the  presbytery,  around  Winston- 
Salem;  historically,  it  is  reminis- 
cent of  the  early  colonial  settle- 
ment in  this  area;  theologically, 
the  word  Salem  means  "peace," 
being  derived  from  the  Hebrew 
word  "shalom";  and  biblically, 
there  was  a  city  of  Salem  men- 
tioned in  the  book  of  Genesis 
(Gen.  14:18). 

The  presbytery  formerly 
known  as  Presbytery  "C"  has 
chosen  the  name  of  the  "Pres- 
bytery of  New  Hope."  This 
name  has  significance  geo- 
graphically as  it  is  a  common 
name  in  the  area,  and  it  also  has 
theological  implications  for  the 
new  presbytery. 

The  new  Salem  Presbytery  is 
formed  from  parts  of  the  old 
Concord,  Orange,  and  Yadkin 
Presbyteries.  It  will  consist  of 
churches  in  19  counties  of  north- 
west North  Carolina  extending 
from  Boone  to  Burlington.  There 
will  be  157  congregations 
represented,  totaling  about 
40,000  members. 

The  new  Presbytery  of  New 
Hope  is  formed  from  parts  of  the 
old  Albemarle,  Cape  Fear, 
Fayetteville,  Wilmington, 
Yadkin,  and  Orange  Presby- 
teries. Geographically,  it  will 
stretch  from  Durham  in  the  west 
to  the  Atlantic  Ocean  in  the  east, 
and  from  New  Bern  in  the  south 
to  the  Virginia  state  line  in  the 
north.  The  new  presbytery  will 
contain  135  churches  with  31 ,000 
members. 

Members  should  note  that  the 
new  presbyteries  will  not  official- 
ly come  into  existence  until 
January  1,  1989,  after  which 
time  they  will  hold  their  first 
stated  meetings.  Before  that 
time,  both  new  presbyteries  will 
hold  assemblies  to  continue 
organization  of  the  new  bodies. 

Salem  Presbytery  will  hold  its 
fourth  assembly  on  November  15 
at  the  First  Church  in  Salisbury. 
The  Presbytery  of  New  Hope  will 
hold  its  third  assembly  on  Oc- 
tober 27  at  the  First  Church  in 
New  Bern. 


said  Paul  Ransford,  staff 
associate  for  outdoor  ministries. 
"Twelve  people  in  a  cabin  is  a 
crowd.  Since  kids  are  only  there 
for  a  week,  we  don't  want  to 
pack  them  in.  So,  our  older 
campers  will  have  a  one-to-eight 
counselor-camper  ratio  and  our 
younger  campers  will  have  a  one- 
to-six  ratio." 

More  camps  will  be  scheduled 
at  Camp  New  Hope  in  1989  if  all 
goes  according  to  plan.  The  1988 
adventure  camps  were  over- 
subscribed and  a  greater  need  is 
expressed  for  1989. 


Farewell  given 
to  Bob  Poteet 


Many  committees  and  groups 
said  farewell  to  Bob  Poteet, 
Orange  Presbytery's  Associate 
for  Leadership  Development, 
during  the  month  of  September. 
Bob  has  taken  a  position  as  an 
associate  minister  at  Grace 
Presbyterian  Church  in  Hous- 
ton, Texas,  starting  his  duties 
there  as  of  October  15.  He  has 
contributed  much  to  Orange 
Presbytery  and  will  be  greatly 
missed. 

At  their  meeting  on  September 
14,  the  educators  of  the  pres- 
bytery presented  Bob  with  a 
ceramic  communion  set,  com- 
missioned from  a  local  artist  in 
Seagrove,  N.C,  and  told  him  of 
their  nomination  of  him  as  the 


"Educator  of  the  Year"  to  the 
Association  of  Presbyterian 
Church  Educators  (A.P.C.E.)- 
He  was  roasted  and  toasted  at 
this  meeting,  as  well  as  at  the 
farewell  luncheon  by  the  Leader- 
ship Development  Work  Unit  on 
September  22,  at  which  time  Bob 
was  presented  with  a  lovely  gift 
and  with  a  copy  of  a  resolution 
of  appreciation  for  his  ministry 
with  Orange  Presbytery  over  the 
last  four  years.  These  and  all  of 
the  farewell  celebrations  with 
Bob  in  September  reflected  a 
mixture  of  the  joy  and  laughter 
that  Bob  has  always  shared  with 
all  who  know  him,  as  well  as  a 
sense  of  sadness  that  he  is  leav- 
ing our  midst. 


Orange  Presbytery 
holds  its 
last  meeting 


Orange  Presbytery  will  hold  its 
last  stated  meeting  on  October  25 
at  the  Hawfields  Church  in 
Mebane.  The  presbytery  held  its 
first  meeting  also  at  the 
Hawfields  Church  on  the  first 
Wednesday  of  September  1770. 
The  presbytery  was  authorized 
by  the  Synod  of  New  York  and 
Philadelphia  meeting  on  May  24, 
1770. 

Orange  Presbytery  at  the  time 
of  its  conception  served  an  area 
south  of  Virginia  to  an  indefinite 
length  westward  and  an  indefi- 
nite distance  to  the  south. 
Churches  in  the  original 
presbytery  were:  Buffalo, 
Alamance,  Red  House,  the 
Caswell  churches,  Hawfields, 
Eno,  Little  River,  Rocky  River, 
Poplar  Tent,  Sugar  Creek,  and 
Lower  Hico.  The  names  of  the 
founding  fathers  of  the  pres- 
bytery are  familiar  to  many  peo- 
ple in  the  area.  The  seven  men 
who  overtured  the  synod  to 
create  the  presbytery  were  Henry 
Patillo,  David  Caldwell,  Hugh 
McAden,  James  Creswell,  Jo- 
seph Alexander,  Hezekiah  James 


Balch,  and  Hezekiah  Balch. 

The  presbytery  grew  rapidly, 
and  in  1784,  the  Presbytery  of 
South  Carolina  was  created,  and 
subsequently,  other  presbyteries 
were  formed  in  North  Carolina 
from  parts  of  Orange.  In  a  plan 
of  restructure,  Orange  and  Gran- 
ville Presbyteries  were  merged  by 
the  Synod  of  North  Carolina  ef- 
fective January  1,  1972,  and  the 
boundaries  set  by  this  merger  are 
still  effective  today. 

In  the  words  of  Al  Thomas, 
executive  director  of  Orange 
Presbytery,  "To  speak  of 
Orange  Presbytery  is  to  speak  of 
education  (schools,  institutes, 
and  colleges).  It  is  to  speak  of 
home  missions,  and  church  ex- 
tension, of  a  strong  commitment 
to  foreign  missions.  It  is  to  speak 
of  a  social  conscience  which 
manifested  itself  in  many  ways." 

Plans  are  being  made  to  end 
the  last  meeting  of  the  historic 
presbytery  with  a  communion 
service.  Attendance  at  the 
meeting  should  be  heavy,  as  the 
advance  reservations  for  lunch 
now  number  about  350. 


NOTE:  Deadline  for  news  for  this  page  is  the  first 
Wednesday  of  the  month.  Mail  articles  to  the 
Orange  Presbytery  Office,  P.O.  Box  2874, 
Durham,  N.C.  27705  by  that  date.  Thank  you! 
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G.A.  group  defines 
evangelism,  drops 
'New  Age'  name 


By  Jerry  Van  Marter 
Presbyterian  News  Service 

LOUISVILLE,  Ky.  —  "The 
two  questions  I'm  always  asked 
wherever  I  go  are,  'What  do  you 
mean  by  evangelism?'  and  'What 
are  you  going  to  do  about  the 
New  Age  Dawning  name?'  "  the 
Rev.  Gary  Demarest,  the  General 
Assembly's  associate  for  evan- 
gelism, told  the  Evangelism  and 
Church  Development  Ministry 
Unit  Oct.  16.  "Once  those  two 
questions  are  out  of  the  way  we 
can  get  down  to  work." 

Now  they  can  get  down  to 
work. 

In  a  unanimous  vote  that 
stunned  several  committee  mem- 
bers, the  Evangelism  Unit  ap- 
proved a  working  definition  of 
evangelism:  "Evangelism  is 
joyfully  sharing  the  good  news  of 
the  sovereign  love  of  God  and 
calling  people  to  repentance,  to 
personal  faith  in  Jesus  Christ  as 
Savior  and  Lord,  to  active  mem- 
bership in  the  church,  and  to 
obedient  service  in  the  world." 

And,  bowing  to  the  concern 
that  the  "New  Age"  part  of  the 
name  of  the  evangelism  program 
of  the  PCUSA  has  caused  pro- 
blems for  churches  and  presby- 
teries across  the  country,  the  unit 


IN  THE  NEWS 

World  hunger:  a 
suggested  approach 
to  solving  it.  .  .  .5 

How  the  church  has 
joined  the  informa- 
tion revolution .  .  6 

Two  inexpensive 
computer  programs 
for  churches  are 
available  6 

Advice  for  ministers 
on  counseling  confi- 
dentiality and  the 
courts   7 

'Love  of  neighbor* 
in  the  Middle  East 
discussed  10 


decided  to  spend  as  much  as 
$15,000  to  find  and  reprint  a  new 
name  for  the  program. 

The  growing  popularity  of  the 
secular  "New  Age  Movement" 
has  created  confusion  and  gen- 
erated small  but  vocal  criticism 
within  the  church.  Virgil  Cruz,  a 
professor  at  Louisville  Seminary 
who  serves  on  the  Unit,  noted 
that  marketing  surveys  show 
even  minor  negative  association 
can  create  major  marketing 
problems. 

Committee  members  con- 
cluded that  changing  the  name  to 
eliminate  the  negative  responses 
was  worth  the  expense.  They  ex- 
pressed hope  that  clearing  up 
"the  name  problem"  would  ac- 
tually stimulate  sales  of  the  pro- 
gram, thereby  offsetting  the  ex- 
pense of  the  change.  After  a 
study,  the  new  name  will  be  an- 
nounced at  the  1989  General 
Assembly. 

Meanwhile,  the  second  print- 
ing of  2,000  "New  Age  Dawn- 
ing" guide  books  is  already  sold 
out,  Betty  Johnson  of  the  Evan- 
gelism Unit  told  the  General 
Assembly  Council  Oct.  26.  More 
than   8,000  copies   of  the 


Social  Justice  Unit 
rebukes  Ortega 

Urges  Nicaraguan  leader  not  to 
imprison  political  opponents 


N€WAG€ 
DAWNING 

Does  this  logo  confuse  a 
Presbyterian  emphasis  with  a 
trendy  secular  movement? 
Critics  have  complained  that 
the  "New  Age"  evangelism 
emphasis  unintentionally  im- 
plies cultish  overtones  from 
the  movement  of  the  same 
name.  The  General  Assembly 
agency  responsible  for  the  em- 
phasis has  dropped  the  name. 

PCUSA's  evangelism  book  are 
now  in  use  throughout  the 
church.  A  third  printing  will  not 
start  until  the  Unit  comes  up  with 
the  new  name  for  the  program. 

Johnson  also  reported  on  an 
Oct.  13  consultation  with  the 
other  eight  ministry  units  to 
discuss  how  evangelism  relates  to 
their  programs.  The  consultation 
was  part  of  the  response  to  an 

See  NEW  AGE,  page  7 


Presbyterian  News  Service 

LOUISVILLE,  Ky.  —  The 
General  Assembly's  Social 
Justice  and  Peacemaking  Unit 
has  approved  a  letter  to  President 
Daniel  Ortega  of  Nicaragua,  urg- 
ing fair  treatment  of  38  persons 
imprisoned  in  that  country.  The 
letter  responds  to  reports  by 
Americas  Watch  and  Amnesty 
International  that  the  human 
rights  of  the  accused  are  being 
violated. 

Nicaraguan  police  used  clubs 
and  tear  gas  to  break  up  a 
demonstration  organized  by  the 
Coordinadora  Democratica  (a 
group  of  conservative  opposition 
parties,  trade  unions,  and 
business  groups)  in  Nandaime 
July  10.  Eyewitness  accounts  of 
who  started  the  violence  are 
contradictory. 

The  Nicaraguan  government 
.expelled  U.S.  Ambassador  Rich- 
ard Melton  for  his  alleged  in- 
volvement in  the  demonstrations. 

Shortly  after  the  demonstra- 
tion, police  arrested  a  number  of 
opposition  leaders  and  summari- 
ly sentenced  them  to  six  months 
in  prison  for  their  role  in  the 
disturbance.  A  few  days  later  the 
government  vacated  those  sen- 


Catawba  celebrates  the  past 
101  years  as  Synod,  Unit 


"Catawba"  has  been  a  name 
in  use  by  Presbyterians  in  part  of 
this  region  for  a  century,  and 
there  will  be  a  celebration  of  its 
heritage  on  the  eve  of  realign- 
ment that  will  see  the  end  of 
Catawba  as  an  organization.  A 
worship  service  and  banquet  will 
celebrate  the  life  of  the  Catawba 
Synod  and  Unit  on  Dec.  2  in 
Charlotte,  N.C. 

The  Synod  of  Catawba  existed 
from  1887  to  1972,  when  it  be- 
came part  of  the  Synod  of  the 
Piedmont  in  an  earlier  Presby- 
terian reorganization.  At  that 
point,  the  four  presbyteries  in 
North  Carolina  and  Virginia  that 
had  constituted  the  old  synod 
formed  the  Catawba  Inter-pres- 
bytery Program  Agency  within 
the  Synod  of  the  Piedmont. 

Participating  in  the  celebration 
will  be  the  General  Assembly's 
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Rev.  Kenneth  Hall 

moderator,  the  Rev.  Kenneth 
Hall,  and  its  stated  clerk,  the 
Rev.  James  Andrews,  as  well  as 
the  synod's  moderator,  the  Rev. 
Ralph  Johnson,  and  its  new  ex- 
ecutive, the  Rev.  Carroll  Jenkins. 
Also  among  participants  will  be 
the  Rev.  Oscar  McCloud,  a  for- 
mer top  official  with  the  General 
Assembly  who  now  directs  the 
Fund  for  Theological  Education 
in  New  York. 

The  four  presbyteries  in  the 
Unit  will  all  become  part  of  new 
presbyteries  in  Virginia  and 
North  Carolina  in  1989. 

The  worship  service  will  be  at 
6:00  p.m.  at  Memorial  Church  in 
Charlotte;  the  banquet  will 
follow  at  7:30  at  Johnson  C. 
Smith  University,  in  Memorial 
Union. 


A 

Rev.  Oscar  McCloud 

McCloud  will  give  the  sermon, 
entitled  "Prisoners  of  Hope." 
He  was  director  of  the  General 
Assembly  Mission  Board  with 
the  former  United  Presbyterian 
Church;  at  one  time,  McCloud 
was  pastor  of  Davie  Street 
Church  in  Raleigh,  N.C,  in  the 
Synod  of  Catawba. 

Moderator  Kenneth  Hall  will 
also  speak. 

There  will  be  a  processional  of 
ministers  from  throughout  the 
synod.  The  Johnson  C.  Smith 
University  choir  will  sing. 

Giving  prayers  and  readings 
will  be  George  Wilson,  Gershon 
Fiaoo,  James  Barnett,  Joseph 
Gaston,  Raymond  Worsley, 
Grover  Nelson,  Oren  McCul- 

See  CATAWBA,  page  7 


tences  and  remanded  the  cases  to 
regular  civilian  courts,  charging 
them  with  more  serious  offenses. 
They  have  been  held  in  custody 
pending  the  outcome  of  those 
trials. 

On  August  4,  Americas  Watch 
issued  a  report  saying,  "We 
believe  these  arrests  and  prosecu- 
tions of  the  organizers  are  un- 
warranted intrusions  into  free- 
dom of  expression  and  associ- 
ation. In  response  to  violence, 
the  government  may  legitimate- 
ly prosecute  only  those  commit- 
ting the  violent  acts  or  clearly  in- 
stigating them." 

Similarly,  in  a  statement 
released  Sept.  19,  Amnesty  Inter- 
national reported,  "Information 
received  to  date  suggests  that 
those  currently  held  were  not 
responsible,  directly  or  indirect- 
ly, for  acts  of  violence  or  illegal 
activity.  We  believe  they  may- 
have  been  imprisoned  as  a  result 
of  their  leadership  role  in  opposi- 
tion parties  which,  while  vehe- 
mently critical  of  the  govern- 
ment, have  neither  advocated 

See  ORTEGA,  page  7 


Committees, 
Council  meet 

The  Synod  of  the  Mid- 
Atlantic's  new  committees  to 
oversee  its  mission  programs 
met  for  an  orientation  and 
then  organization  in  Rich- 
mond Nov.  11-12.  The  new 
Synod  Council  will  meet  for 
the  same  purpose  in  Rich- 
mond Dec.  9-10. 

The  synod's  structural  de- 
sign described  the  shape  and 
scope  of  the  committees  and 
Council;  the  synod  adopted 
that  design  last  winter  at  its 
first  Assembly.  The  synod, 
however,  did  not  elect  the 
members  of  those  groups  un- 
til the  second  Assembly  in 
October. 

Thus,  there  have  been  no 
committees  operating  during 
the  transitional  year,  except 
temporary  groups  called  to- 
gether when  necessary,  as  well 
as  the  Transitional  Council 
and  its  internal  committees. 


Papers  delayed 
once  again 

The  October  issue  of  The  Pres- 
byterian News  was  late  reaching 
readers.  The  reason  was  the  same 
as  in  recent  months:  we  added  a 
great  many  more  names  to  our 
mailing  list,  which  slowed  down 
the  process.  In  addition,  readers 
in  some  presbyteries  received  a 
mission  insert  in  their  copies;  for 
several  reasons,  this  addition  also 
delayed  the  paper. 

We  apologize, 
tience,  and  expect  U 
problems  worked  c 
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5  educational  priorities  set  for 
church's  racial,  ethnic  groups 


LOUISVILLE,  Ky.  —  The 
General  Assembly's  Racial 
Ethnic  Ministry  Unit,  meeting 
October  14-16,  adopted  five  edu- 
cational priorities  for  the  racial 
and  ethnic  constituencies  of  the 
PCUSA.  The  priorites  grew  out 
of  an  October  14  joint  meeting 
with  the  Education  and  Congre- 
gational Nurture  Unit. 

The  educational  priorities  call 
on  the  Education  Unit  to  develop 
officer-training  resources  appro- 
priate for  the  cultural  context  of 
each  racial  and  ethnic  group  in 
the  church;  train  Native  Ameri- 
can writers  in  curriculum  devel- 
opment; recruit  racial  and  ethnic 
participants  for  all  educational 
events  and  meetings;  develop 
supplemental  ethnic  resources 
and  leadership-training  events 
for  all  age  groups;  and  promote 
sensitivity  to  cultural  pluralism  in 
the  church. 

In  other  actions,  the  Racial 
Ethnic  Unit  created  a  task  force 
to  address  what  it  sees  as  the 
growing  problem  of  racism  in  the 
United  States;  appointed  a  sec- 
ond task  force  to  draft  a  pastoral 
statement  on  the  impact  of  the 
Immigration  Reform  and  Con- 
trol Act  of  1986;  requested  the 
General  Assembly  Council  to 
review  the  Structural  Design  for 
Mission  from  a  racial  and  ethnic 

SalmonCampbell 
endorsed  for 
moderator  again 

The  Rev.  Joan  SalmonCamp- 
bell, 50,  a  candidate  for  moder- 
ator of  the  General  Assembly  in 
1987,  is  seeking  the  post  again  at 
the  General  Assembly  meeting  in 
Philadelphia  next  June.  She  is 
currently  associate  executive  for 
mission  for  the  Presbytery  of 
Philadelphia  and  has  been  en- 
dorsed for  moderator  by  the 
presbytery. 

SalmonCampbell  was  vice- 
moderator,  a  position  appointed 
by  the  moderator,  in  1983. 

She  is  the  fifth  candidate  an- 
nounced for  the  position  this 
year.  Others  include  James  V. 
Johnson  Jr.,  pastor  in  Colum- 
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perspective;  and  sent  a  letter  to 
Presbyterians  in  states  facing 
"English-only"  referendums  in 
November,  reaffirming  the 
General  Assembly's  opposition 
to  such  actions,  based  on  a  mo- 
tion it  adopted  in  1987. 

The  action  addressing  racism 
came  in  response  to  an  overture 
to  the  General  Assembly.  The 
overture  cited  the  rise  of  white 
supremacist  groups,  discrimina- 
tion against  immigrants,  inci- 
dents of  racial  violence  in  New 
York  and  Georgia,  and  continu- 
ing deterioration  of  Native 
American  culture  as  examples  of 
the  worsening  racial  climate  in 
the  country. 

The  overture  asks  for  "pro- 
grammatic recommendations 
which  identify  specific  strategies 
in  which  congregations,  presby- 
teries, and  synods  may  oppose 
racism  and  ameliorate  the  prob- 
lems created  by  the  current  racial 
climate." 

The  new  task  force  will  consult 
with  presbyteries,  synods,  and 
ecumenical  and  community 
groups  and  then  devise  a  "stra- 
tegy for  racial  justice  in  the 
90's."  The  task  force  will  report 
to  the  1990  meeting  of  the  Gen- 
eral Assembly. 

Responding  to  concerns  that 
the  Immigration  Reform  and 


Joan  SalmonCampbell 

bus,  Ga.;  William  V.  Skinner  II, 
pastor  in  Sioux  City,  la.;  Agnes 
Wilson,  former  moderator  of  the 
General  Assembly  Council  from 
Sumter,  S.C.;  and  James 
Wright,  pastor  and  fraternal 
worker  in  Brazil. 

SalmonCampbell  has  held  po- 
sitions in  Kansas  City,  Wash- 
ington, D.C.,  Arlington,  Va.; 
and  Rockville,  Md.  She  is  a 
graduate  of  the  University  of 
Rochester  Eastman  School  of 
Music  and  is  an  accomplished 
contralto  soloist. 

If  elected,  she  would  be  the 
first  female  minister  to  serve  as 
moderator. 

Her  husband  is  James  Camp- 
bell, a  physician's  assistant.  They 
have  seven  sons  and  three 
daughters. 


Control  Act  is  inadequate,  the 
unit  appointed  a  task  force  on 
immigration  and  immigration 
rights  to  draft  a  pastoral  state- 
ment on  the  1986  law's  impact  on 
immigrants  and  undocumented 
persons.  The  task  force  will  also 
consider  recommendations  for 
additional  response  by  the 
church. 

In  regard  to  the  Structural 
Design,  the  Unit  asked  the  Gen- 
eral Assembly  Council  to  hold  a 
consultation  in  the  fall  of  1989 
on  "The  Structural  Design  for 
Mission:  Review  and  Reflection, 
the  Racial  Ethnic  Perspective." 
It  will  include  representatives 
from  all  the  racial  and  ethnic 
caucuses,  all  ministry  units,  and 
the  officers  of  the  General 
Assembly  Council. 

The  letter  from  the  Racial 
Ethnic  Unit  went  to  Presbyterian 
voters  in  Florida,  Colorado,  and 
Arizona,  telling  them  of  the  ac- 
tion taken  by  the  1987  General 
Assembly  "urging  congregations 
and  governing  bodies  where 
'English  as  the  official  language' 
legislation  is  being  considered  to 
act  in  opposition."  That  action 
went  on  to  affirm  diversity  and 
pluralism  as  "integral  to  in- 
clusiveness  and  the  body  of 
Christ,"  and  supported  bilingual, 
and  bicultural  education. 


Reception  to 
honor  MacLeod 
at  retirement 

A  retirement  reception 
honoring  the  Rev.  John  D. 
MacLeod  will  take  place 
Thursday,  Dec.  29,  at  Hudson 
Memorial  Church  in  Raleigh, 
N.C,  from  7:00  to  9:00  p.m. 
MacLeod  is  administrator  of 
the  Raleigh  office  of  the 
Synod  of  the  Mid-Atlantic 
and  was  last  executive  of  the 
old  Synod  of  North  Carolina, 
serving  from  1981  until  it 
became  part  of  the  new  synod 
this  year.  He  is  retiring  at  the 
end  of  the  year. 

The  reception  is  open  to  all 
Presbyterians  and  other 
friends.  The  Raleigh  office 
asks  that  anyone  planning  to 
attend  let  that  office  know; 
the  address  is  P.O.  Box  10785, 
Raleigh,  N.C.  27605  (tele- 
phone 919-834-4379). 

People  will  be  able  to  make 
expressions  of  congratulations 
at  the  occasion,  or  they  may 
send  them  ahead  to  the  office. 
Those  received  ahead  will  be 
presented  at  the  reception. 
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Terry  Young 


Two  from  synod  elected 
to  Foundation  Board 


Two  Presbyterians  from  the 
Synod  of  the  Mid-Atlantic  have 
been  elected  to  serve  on  the 
Board  of  Trustees  of  the  Presby- 
terian Church  (U.S.A.)  Founda- 
tion. The  Rev.  Louis  H.  Evans, 
pastor  of  the  National  Presby- 
terian Church  in  Washington, 
D.C.,  and  Terry  Young,  an  elder 
at  Myers  Park  Church  in  Char- 
lotte, N.C,  will  begin  three-year 
terms  in  January. 

Young  has  recently  completed 
a  term  as  acting  president  of  the 
foundation.  In  that  capacity  he 
merged  the  operations  of  the 
United  Presbyterian  Foundation 
of  New  York  City  and  the  Pres- 
byterian Foundation,  Inc.,  of 
Charlotte.  This  merger  was  an 
important  part  of  the  reunion  of 
the  two  major  Presbyterian 
denominations  in  the  United 
States. 


The  foundation  has  recently 
dedicated  a  new  headquarters 
building  in  Jeffersonville,  In- 
diana. Young,  a  professional  ar- 
chitect, directed  the  design  and 
construction  of  the  facility. 

Evans  has  long  service  in  the 
church.  He  is  also  a  trustee  of 
San  Francisco  Presbyterian 
Theological  Seminary  and  serves 
on  the  National  Capital  Presby- 
tery ministerial  and  pastoral- 
relations  committee.  He  is 
pastoral  advisor  for  the  board  of 
the  national  Presbyterian  Men's 
organization. 

Young,  prior  to  working  for 
the  foundation,  was  vice-presi- 
dent of  the  Shoney's  restaurant 
chain.  A  graduate  of  Georgia 
Tech,  he  has  been  active  many 
years  in  several  Presbyterian 
churches. 


Council  asked  to  confer 
on  Massanetta  future 


The  synod's  new  Educational 
Ministries  Committee  decided  at 
its  organizati6nal  meeting  to  ask 
the  Synod  Council  to  confer  with 
the  board  of  trustees  of 
Massanetta  Springs  Conference 
Center  on  the  future  of  the  facili- 
ty. The  board  had  announced  in 
October  that  it  will  close  the 
Center  and  sell  the  property,  with 
proceeds  to  form  a  foundation  to 
support  conferences  and  other 
Presbyterian  programs. 

The  Synod  of  the  Virginias 
historically  supported  Massanet- 
ta Springs;  the  Synod  of  the  Mid- 
Atlantic  therefore  assumed  that 


support  as  well.  It  held  the  Synod 
School  there  this  past  summer. 
The  Center  was  included  in  the 
synod's  1989  budget. 

Further  details  of  the  commit- 
tee's request  were  not  available 
as  The  Presbyterian  News  was 
going  to  press.  We  will  report 
more  information  in  our  Decem- 
ber issue,  including  the  Council's 
action  on  the  request. 

The  board  gave  as  its  reason 
for  closing  the  facility  the  age  of 
the  hotel  at  Massanetta  Springs 
and  estimated  costs  of  renovating 
it  of  $6  million. 


Educator  suffers  injuries  in  auto  accident 


The  president  of  a  Presby- 
terian minority  school  was  in- 
jured when  a  car  struck  him 
while  he  was  placing  luggage  on 
his  car.  Cecil  Corbett  suffered 
serious  ligament  damage  from 
being  crushed  against  his  car's 
bumper. 

He  is  president  of  Charles 


Cook  Theological  School.  Cor- 
bett is  recovering  at  home,  con- 
fined to  a  wheelchair.  An  official 
with  the  General  Assembly  said 
friends  could  contact  him  at  the 
school  at  708  S.  Lindon  Lane, 
Tempe,  Ariz.  85281-3221  (home 
phone  602-947-0745). 


Christmas  Offering  Joy  Gift  aids  retired 
church  workers,  minority  students 


The  Christmas  Offering  Joy 
Gift,  taken  annually  in  Decem- 
ber, helps  the  church  meet  some 
important  needs.  Retired  church 
workers  whose  income  is  inade- 
quate receive  income  supple- 
ments made  possible  by  the  of- 
fering. Those  whose  financial 
resources  have  been  depleted  and 
who  need  nursing  home  care 
have  it  provided  through  the  of- 
fering. Those  who  have  special 
hardship  that  causes  unmanage- 
able financial  burdens  are  helped 
through  shared  grants  that  are 
partially  funded  through  the 
offering. 

Other  needs  are  met  through 


the  Assistance  Program  of  the 
Board  of  Pensions,  and  they  are 
funded  by  the  offering.  In  effect, 
through-the-year  needs  are  met 
by  this  offering  of  the  members 
of  the  Presbyterian  Church 
(U.S.A.)  during  the  Christmas 
season. 

Another  significant  part  of  the 
offering  is  to  help  fund  minority 
education  in  seven  minority 
schools.  "This  means  that 
minority  students  who  otherwise 
might  be  deprived  of  a  strong 
education  experience  that  also 
provides  opportunities  for  spir- 
itual growth  are  given  an  oppor- 
tunity to  become  the  best  they 


can  be  and  to  provide  leadership 
to  coming  generations,"  said  the 
Rev.  J.  Phillips  Noble,  co-presi- 
dent of  the  Board  of  Pensions. 

In  1988  the  Christmas  Offer- 
ing Joy  Gift  will  be  divided,  with 
74  percent  going  for  use  by  the 
Board  of  Pensions  for  assistance 
and  26  percent  going  for  use  by 
the  Committee  on  Higher  Educa- 
tion in  support  of  racial  and 
ethnic  education. 

"Every  pastor  is  in  a  position 
to  make  a  difference  in  the  con- 
gregation by  giving  attention  and 
strong  support  to  this  needed  of- 
fering," Noble  said. 


Correction 

Because  of  a  typographical 
error,  the  first  name  of 
Mariam  C.  Hayes,  president 
of  the  Cannon  Foundation, 
was  misprinted  as  Miriam  in 
our  October  issue,  in  an  arti- 
cle on  page  two  about  a  grant 
to  Barber-Scotia  College. 

We  regret  the  mistake. 


Deadline 

The  deadline  for  receiving 
both  ads  and  material  contri- 
buted for  articles  is  the  first 
Wednesday  of  each  month. 


Be 

Within  Reach 
Always 

...  It  Tikes  A  Good  Strong 
Foundation 

Help  secure  your  family's 
future  and  continue  your 
witness  to  your  faith.  The 
place  to  start  is  with  your 
Will. 

Without  a  Will,  regardless  of 
special  circumstances,  the 
laws  of  your  state  dictate  who 
gets  your  money  and 
possessions. 

Make  a  Will.  For  the  sake 
of  those  you  love  and  the 
causes  you  consider 
important. 

The  Presbyterian  Church 
(U.S.A.)  Foundation  offers  a 
pamphlet  that  will  help  make 
the  process  easier  for  you.  It 
tells  how,  by  including  a 
bequest  to  the  Church,  you 
can  extend  your  stewardship 
and  your  caring  for  others 
through  your  Will.  Write  today. 
Presbyterian  Church  (U.S.A.) 
Foundation,  200  E.  Twelfth  St. 
leffersonville,  HTfB 
IN  47130.  HI 


Presbyterian  Church 
(U.S.A.)  Foundation 
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Time  of  waiting  is  over  when  God's  gift  arrives 


From  the  last  Sunday  in  November 
through  December  24th,  the  Church 
celebrates  the  season  we  call  Advent.  It 
is  a  time  of  preparation,  a  time  of 
hopeful  waiting,  a  time  of  decision- 
making. Advent  ends  when  Christmas 
arrives:  the  time  of  waiting  ends  when 
Christ  is  born.  The  time  of  waiting  is 
over  when  the  gifts  are  opened.  That 
sounds  terribly  crass  and  commercial. 
But  if  the  gift  is  the  arrival  of  Jesus 
Christ  into  our  lives,  then  the  waiting  is 
for  something  spiritual  and  substantial 
to  happen. 

The  real  question  is  whether  or  not  we 
are  prepared  for  Jesus  to  arrive.  In 
Jeremiah  33,  God  is  saying  to  us,  "I  will 
cause  a  righteous  Branch  to  spring  forth 
from  David,  and  he  shall  execute  justice 
and  righteousness  in  the  land."  Jesus's 
arrival  in  our  lives — whether  that  be  his 
first  coming  or  his  second  coming — can 


By 
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be  a  sign  of  victory  or  a  sign  of  distress, 
depending  upon  where  we  have  been  in 
that  life,  and  how  we  have  been  living  it. 

The  Psalmist  discerned  that  "all  the 
paths  of  the  Lord  are  steadfast  love  and 
faithfulness  for  those  who  keep  his  cove- 
nant" (Psalm  25).  Historically,  our 
church  has  related  Advent  not  only  to 
the  celebration  of  the  birth  of  Christ  but 
also  to  reflecting  on  the  Lord's  second 
coming.  The  Gospel  of  Luke  (21),  refer- 


ring to  this  second  coming,  has  the 
sentence,  "Now  when  these  things  begin 
to  take  place,  look  up  and  raise  your 
heads,  because  your  redemption  is  draw- 
ing near." 

Advent,  the  time  of  preparation,  the 
time  of  hopeful  waiting,  the  time  of 
decision-making,  is  a  time  for  in- 
dividuals to  reflect  and  act;  it  is  a  time 
for  the  Church  corporately  to  reflect 
and  act.  Are  we  prepared  to  stand  in  the 
presence  of  Jesus?  Are  we  as  a  Church, 
in  this  area  of  the  mid-Atlantic,  ready 
to  use  our  resources  to  care  for  one 
another  within  our  household  of  faith, 
and  also  for  those  other  brothers  and 
sisters  outside  our  household?  Jesus 
calls  us  to  make  resources  available  to 
"the  widows,  the  orphans,  and  the- 
strangers."  Is  there  any  possibility  that 
he  was  talking  about  what  today  we 


refer  to  as  "the  homeless"? 

Are  we  prepared  to  fashion  our 
language  and  our  approach  to  one 
another  so  as  to  respect  and  honor  the 
integrity  and  the  being  of  each  other  just 
as  we  show  up?  Are  we  prepared  to  of- 
fer to  those  inside  and  outside  our 
household  of  faith  the  invitation  to 
make  the  decision  to  commit  their  lives 
to  Jesus  as  Savior  and  Lord?  Are  we 
prepared  to  proclaim,  as  individuals  and 
as  churches,  the  power  and  the  presence 
of  God  in  our  midst? 

As  we  ponder  these  matters,  we  can 
be  assured  that  God  in  relation  to  us  will 
be  steadfast  and  faithful.  Do  have  a 
good  Advent  season  at  your  home! 

Lowelle  Simms  is  transitional  ex- 
ecutive director  of  the  Synod  of  the  Mid- 
Atlantic. 


Stories  of  pain,  joy  help 
pastor  to  grow  spiritually 


Be  happy  with  those  who  are  hap- 
py, weep  with  those  who  weep 
(Romans  12:15). 

After  a  long  and  exhausting  day  of 
work,  I  started  reviewing  a  photo 
album  of  a  congregation  I  once 
pastored  (Dayton  Avenue  Presbyterian 
Church,  St.  Paul,  Minnesota).  Each 
photo  held  within  it  precious  memories 
of  pastoral  care.  As  I  viewed  picture 
after  picture,  I  recalled  floods  of 
stories  of  pain  as  well  as  joy,  and  I  also 
recalled  how  privileged  I  was  to  have 
served  as  this  congregation's  pastor. 

As  a  pastor,  all  sorts  of  secrets  were 
shared,  and  as  I  reviewed  the  photo 
album,  I  recalled  many  of  the  secrets 
I  was  entrusted  with  and  the  burden 
that  I  carried  as  the  result  of  the  trust 
bestowed  upon  me.  I  also  recalled  the 
special  opportunity  for  me  to  grow 
personally  in  spiritual  leaps  and 
bounds  as  a  result  of  this  care  and  the 
secrets  shared. 

The  Apostle  Paul  admonishes  us  to 
rejoice  with  those  who  rejoice  and  to 
weep  with  those  who  weep;  to  have 
these  concerns  towards  all. 

I  take  this  time  now  to  share  some 
of  these  stories  but  not  the  secrets.  I 
will  take  the  secrets  to  the  grave. 
Unlike  Paul,  I  will  reverse  the  order. 
I  will  share  the  weeping  stories  and 
then  the  happy  stories. 

•  I  recall  the  experience  of  receiving 
a  call  late  one  night  from  a  woman 
who  was  married  30-plus  years.  She 
said,  "Tyrone,  Al  is  gone.  He  just  died 
in  a  plane  crash." 

•  I  recall  a  story  of  Shirley  who  was 
in  her  mid-50s.  She  married  a  man  who 
like  herself  had  heart  disease.  Two 
weeks  after  the  wedding,  she  was 
forced  to  have  open-heart  surgery.  I 
went  to  visit  her  in  intensive  care  and 
as  she  lay  there,  I  noticed  all  types  of 
tubes  attached  to  her.  I  held  her  hand 
and  told  her  that  everything  would  be 
okay.  She  looked  towards  me  and 
shook  her  head  "no."  She  died  later 
that  day. 

•  I  remember  Douglas,  a  mentally 
handicapped,  middle-aged  man,  and 
how  embarrassed  he  was  when  he 
would  have  seizures  during  the  worship 
service.  We  told  him  not  to  be  embar- 
rassed because  we  understood.  He  later 
died  of  a  seizure. 

•  I  remember  a  Haitian  woman 
coming  from  a  far-away  place  to  a 
strange  land  with  her  seven  children 
and  husband.  Her  husband  left  her 
and  the  seven  children  for  another 
woman. 

«  I  remember  staff  with  whom  I 
.  ileges  and  trust  to  later 
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be  betrayed  by  them. 

But  most  of  all,  I  remember  the  hap- 
py stories. 

•  I  remember  the  Mathey  couple 
celebrating  their  50th  wedding  anniver- 
sary at  a  celebration  at  the  church. 

•  I  remember  Joyce,  a  mentally 
handicapped  young  lady,  holding  the 
baby  of  a  parishioner  so  tenderly,  and 
how  impressed  I  was  with  the  mother 
that  gave  her  newborn  to  a  person  that 
was  retarded. 

•  I  remember  visiting  with  senior 
citizens  in  their  home  and  their  prepar- 
ing tea  and  cookies  for  me  and  shar- 
ing stories  of  their  past. 

•  I  remember  balloon  benedictions 
on  Easter  morning  and  precious  times 
spent  with  other  pastors  in  the 
community. 

•  I  remember  student  interns  and 
their  search  to  apply  theory  to  the 
practical  reality  of  being  a  pastor. 

•  I  remember  baptisms,  holding 
babies  in  my  arms,  receiving  them  into 
the  church,  and  sprinkling  water  on 
their  heads. 

•  I  remember  officiating  Shelly's 
wedding  and  sharing  that  experience 
with  a  Catholic  priest  who  was  a  dear 
friend.  I  remember  the  special  glow  of 
candles,  the  fragrance  of  flowers,  and 
the  sacredness  of  the  moment. 

•  I  remember  the  children,  their 
choirs  and  skits,  their  growing  up  into 
adulthood,  going  to  college,  and  begin- 
ning their  own  families. 

•  I  remember  the  parties,  the  special 
celebrations  of  food  and  drink  and  the 
special  care  the  ladies  gave  in  prepar- 
ing for  the  celebrations. 

•  I  remember  the  excitement  of  the 
senior  citizens  as  they  anticipated  the 
next  church  trip. 

I  recall  hundreds  of  stories  of  white, 
black,  brown,  and  yellow  people  being 
in  a  community  together  —  weeping 
together  and  rejoicing  together,  and  I 
recall  how  privileged  I  was  to  have  had 
the  experience  to  serve  as  a  pastor. 
There  is  no  greater  job.  Having  had  the 
opportunity  to  experience  being  a 
pastor,  I  am  a  better  person  by  far! 

Tyrone  Burkette  is  president  of 
Barber-Scotia  College,  in  Concord, 
N.C. 


Commentary 


Kristallnacht  is  remembered 


The  National  Council  of  Churches' 
Governing  Board  marked  the  50th  an- 
niversary of  Kristallnacht  with  a  worship 
service  that,  in  a  Governing  Board  first, 
included  participation  by  a  Jewish 
religious  leader.  Rabbi  Jack  Bemporad 
of  Temple  Sinai,  Tenafly,  N.J.,  vice- 
president  for  interreligious  concerns  of 
the  Synagogue  Council  of  America, 
recalled  the  night  of  organized  violence 
Nov.  9,  1938,  which  began  the  Nazi 
escalation  of  the  persecution  of  Euro- 
pean Jewry. 

On  that  Kristallnacht  —  which  means 
"Night  of  Broken  Glass"  —  267 
synagogues  were  burned,  7,500  Jewish 
businesses  destroyed  or  looted,  and 
thousands  of  Jews  rounded  up,  Bem- 
porad recalled.  "The  firemen  refused  to 
put  out  the  flames  and  the  police  look- 


ed the  other  way  when  Jews  were  dragg- 
ed from  their  homes  to  be  beaten  and 
murdered,"  he  said. 

The  way  for  Kristallnacht  and  the 
horrors  of  the  Holocaust  which  follow- 
ed was  paved  by  enactment  of  laws  that 
isolated  German  Jews  politically, 
economically,  and  socially  from  other 
Germans,  noted  Bemporad,  who  said  he 
and  his  parents  fled  Italy  after,  in  1938, 
his  teacher  told  him  he  could  no  longer 
go  to  school  because  he  was  Jewish. 
Many  of  his  family  members  died  in  the 
Holocaust. 

"Laws  institutionalize  hatred,  make 
it  more  acceptable  and  provide  it  with 
a  cover  of  legitimacy,"  he  said.  "The 
Nazis  were  emboldened  by  law  to  take 
the  next  step." 


"Methuselah  lived  969  years.,, 
no  wonder  the  social 
security  system  is  in 
trouble . . i" 
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Memories  of  a  career  and  family  roots  recalled 


This  is  my  last  column,  so  perhaps 
some  personal  reminiscences  may  be 
allowed.  With  the  exception  of  five 
years  in  Florida,  my  entire  ministry  has 
been  spent  in  what  is  now  the  Synod  of 
the  Mid-Atlantic. 

As  a  student  I  worked  in  the  suburbs 
of  Washington,  D.C.  My  ordained 
career  included  churches  in  North 
Carolina,  Virginia,  West  Virginia,  and 
Maryland,  the  latter  a  mission  chapel  of 
our  congregation  in  West  Virginia  which 
was  organized  into  a  church  during  my 
tenure.  I  was  executive  of  two  presby- 
teries in  Virginia  before  going  to 
Florida. 

But  my  primary  roots  are  in  North 
Carolina  where  I  grew  up.  One  of  my 
forbears  was  Neill  McNeill,  the  Col- 
onizer, who  brought  over  several 
shiploads  of  immigrants  to  the  Argyll 
Colony  whose  250th  anniversary  will  be 
celebrated  next  year  in  the  Fayetteville 
area. 

These  were  the  people  who  founded 
Bluff,  Barbecue,  and  Longstreet,  the 
latter  having  its  beginnings  in  the  home 
of  Archibald  McKay,  another  ancestor. 
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By  coincidence,  my  uncle,  Randall  Alex- 
ander McLeod,  was  the  last  pastor  at 
Longstreet  before  it  was  absorbed  into 
the  Fort  Bragg  reservation.  He  was  later 
president  of  Presbyterian  Junior  College 
and  served  simultaneously  as  stated 
clerk  of  both  Fayetteville  Presbytery  and 
the  Synod  of  North  Carolina. 

Fayetteville  Presbytery  itself  was 
organized  in  1813  at  Centre  Church  near 
Maxton.  Murdoch  McMillan,  another 
forbear,  preached  the  sermon.  We  met 
again  at  that  stately  old  church  for  the 
175th  anniversary  and  final  meeting  of 
that  presbytery  a  few  weeks  ago. 

One  of  my  very  first  sermons  was 
preached  at  the  black  U.P.  Church  in 
Davidson  when  I  was  a  student  and  the 
pastor  was  away  as  a  commissioner  to 


the  General  Assembly.  Since  becoming 
executive  I  have  preached  at  the  largest 
church  in  our  new  synod  (First  Greens- 
boro) and  in  some  of  the  smallest  and 
many  in  between  —  alike  in  the  warmth 
of  their  welcome  and  their  commitment 
to  Christ. 

I  have  benefited  from  an  excellent 
staff  with  little  turnover  these  seven 
years.  They  assisted  me,  encouraged  me, 
deflected  criticism,  "covered"  for  me  to 
an  embarrassing  extent,  and  have  made 
me  look  far  better  than  I  deserve  — 
meanwhile,  serving  the  synod  extreme- 
ly well  according  to  their  particular 
positions. 

There  is  no  way  that  1  can  begin  to 
express  appreciation  to  all  those  who 
have  contributed  so  much  on  commit- 
tees, councils,  commissions,  and  boards 
of  trustees. 

I  have  been  dealt  with  kindly  and 
gently,  and  when  criticized  have  usual- 
ly deserved  it.  Ah  yes,  and  I  have  been 
fed  well:  roasted  oysters,  pig  pickin's, 
barbecued  chicken,  fried  salt  mullet,  and 
time  and  space  forbid  my  writing  more. 

Coppie  and  I  have  greatly  enjoyed  liv- 


ing among  you.  She  is  wife  but  also 
friend,  partner,  critic,  and  inspiration. 
She  taught  me  to  preach,  remembers 
names  that  I  forget,  and  has  been 
unbelievably  patient  with  long  hours. 
We  will  enoy  having  more  time  together 
and  with  our  four  children  and  six 
grandchildren. 

When  I  succeeded  to  the  office  of 
stated  clerk  of  the  Synod  of  North  Caro- 
lina in  1981,  it  had  been  nearly  50  years 
since  the  death  of  Stated  Clerk  R.A. 
McLeod.  During  that  half  century  the 
synod  changed  greatly  but  also  grew  and 
prospered.  Meanwhile,  my  hope  and 
prayer  is  that  the  new  synod,  which 
represents  great  changes  for  us  all,  will 
also  grow  and  prosper  and  go  well  in  the 
next  half  century.  (Perhaps  in  another 
50  years  another  MacLeod  may  occupy 
this  post!) 

The  Lord  be  with  you. 

John  D.  MacLeod  Jr.  is  administrator 
of  the  Raleigh  office  of  the  Synod  of  the 
Mid-Atlantic.  He  was  last  executive  of 
the  old  Synod  of  North  Carolina.  He 
will  retire  at  the  end  of  the  year. 


Solving  world  hunger  requires  a  holistic  approach 


By  Ed  King 

More  people  have  died  of  hunger- 
related  causes  in  the  past  five  years  than 
have  been  killed  in  all  wars,  revolutions, 
and  murders  of  the  past  150  years.  The 
Hiroshima  bomb  killed  125,000  people. 
Death  due  to  hunger  is  like  a  Hiroshima- 
size  bomb  going  off  every  three  days,  all 
the  time. 

Around  the  globe  between  500  million 
and  one  billion  people  go  to  bed  hungry 
every  night.  That  means  as  many  as  one 
out  of  every  five  inhabitants  of  our 
planet!  Most  hungry  people  in  this 
region  are  the  elderly,  the  children,  the 
uneducated  or  under-educated,  or 
single-parent  women  with  small  children 
and  no  access  to  day  care.  Supporting 
themselves,  even  on  workfare,  is  no 
solution  for  their  extreme  plight. 

Which  local  or  national  political  can- 
didate addressed  this  most  basic  human 
suffering  of  our  times  in  campaigns  this 
fall?  If  it's  this  bad  now,  what  are  we 
going  to  do  10  years  from  now  when, 
according  to  agronomist  Dean  Freuden- 
berger,  only  3.75  percent  of  the  earth's 
surface  (i.e.  available,  arable  land)  will 
be  left  to  grow  all  the  food  needed  for 
a  global  population  of  seven  to  eight 
billion  people?  He  estimates  that  from 
1978  to  2001,  one  and  a  quarter  percent 
of  the  earth's  surface,  formerly  fertile, 


arable  soil,  will  be  lost  through  erosion, 
desertification,  laterization,  and 
"development." 

By  the  end  of  the  1990's  how  much 
more  of  an  impact  will  a  burgeoning 
population,  a  rapidly  deteriorating  en- 
vironment, and  the  "greenhouse  effect" 
have  on  our  global  weather  patterns  and 
on  our  agricultural  production?  Even  if 
we  act  quickly  enough  now  to  stop  glo- 
bal starvation  and  massive  malnutrition, 
what  overall  quality  of  life  will  our 
children  and  grandchildren  face  by  the 
turn  of  the  century?  What  kind  of 
houses  will  they  live  in? 


Guest  Commentary 


How  many  of  the  world's  people  will 
be  able  to  afford  health  care  or  trans- 
portation of  any  kind?  If  40,000  babies 
die  presently  in  the  United  States  before 
their  first  birthdays,  how  many  more 
will  die  in  Africa,  Asia,  and  Latin 
America  by  the  year  2001  with  environ- 
mental deterioration  disproportionate- 
ly accelerating,  and  with  the  gap  be- 
tween rich  and  poor  widening  every  day 
there? 

Those  of  us  who  express  alarm  about 
the  rapid  population  growth  in  the 


"Two-Thirds  World"  (Asia,  Africa, 
and  Latin  America)  tend  to  forget  that 
each  child  born  in  the  industrialized, 
"One-Third  World"  will  consume,  in 
his  or  her  lifetime,  20  to  40  times  as 
much  as  a  child  in  the  Two-Thirds 
World.  Small  population  increases  in 
the  rich  One-Third  World  put  eight 
times  as  much  pressure  on  world 
resources  as  do  larger  population  in- 
creases in  the  poor  Two-Thirds  World. 

We  easily  forget  —  and  many  of  us 
don't  even  realize  —  that  most  of  the 
population  in  the  Two-Thirds  World 
still  lives  in  rural  regions  where 
agriculture  is  not  mechanized  and  where 
the  more  children  you  have,  the  more 
"hands"  there  are  to  do  the  back- 
breaking  work  that  it  takes  for  a  family 
of  landless  day-workers  to  survive.  How 
well  known  is  it  that,  in  poor  countries 
where  there  exist  no  social-security  pro- 
grams, it  takes  eight  live-born  babies  to 
insure  that  at  least  two  will  survive  to 
their  adult  years  in  order  to  take  care  of 
their  parents  when  they  can  no  longer 
take  care  of  themselves? 

The  cause  of  hunger  is  poverty.  The 
causes  of  poverty  are  injustice,  greed, 
war,  disease,  natural  and  man-made 
disasters,  ignorance,  powerlessness, 
and,  increasingly,  ecological  deteri- 
oration. If  Mother  Earth,  our  ecological 
sustainer,  is  weakened  further  or  dies, 
then  we  will  all  become  poor  and  die. 


There  is  a  real  sense  that  the  only  way 
that  a  long-term  solution  to  all  the  other 
causes  of  hunger  and  poverty  is  possi- 
ble at  all  depends  on  our  becoming 
aware,  here  in  the  developed  world,  of 
the  unsustainable  level  of  our  con- 
sumerism; on  our  becoming  attuned  to 
the  need  for  bioregional  planning;  and 
on  our  increasingly  implementing  regen- 
erative agriculture  and  responsible  land 
and  water  stewardship  programs  for  all, 
not  just  for  land  developers.  Underly- 
ing these  reforms  is  the  need  for  a  col- 
lective commitment  to  spiritual  values 
which  incorporate  simpler  living  and 
creation  theology.  In  the  long  run, 
unless  the  earth  survives,  we  humans 
don't  have  a  chance.  But  what  about 
right  now? 

If  there  is  no  short-term  survival  for 
the  one-fifth  of  the  world's  population 
that  goes  to  bed  hungry  every  night, 
then  there  will  be  little  moral  fiber  sur- 
viving in  the  rest  of  the  world  to  make 
a  priority  of  finding  more  profound, 
long-term  solutions  for  the  biosphere  in 
the  21st  century.  That  might  explain 
why  some  45,000  people  walk  in  92  com- 
munity CROP  Walks  in  the  Carolinas 
every  spring  and  fall.  These  are  part  of 
the  faithful  remnant  who  act  on  their 
compassion  and  caring. 

Ed  King  directs  the  Carolinas  region 
for  Church  World  Service/ CROP . 


Report  discusses  unrest  at  women's  'Gathering' 


A  national  Presbyterian 
women's  group  has  issued  a 
report  on  the  "Churchwide 
Gathering"  of  Presbyterian 
women  this  past  summer,  which 
includes  discussion  of  reported 
unrest  among  some  women  over 
the  alleged  political  nature  of 
part  of  the  meeting.  It  was  held 
at  Purdue  University  July  13-18. 

Noting  reported  protests  of 
program  content  at  the  meeting, 
the  Churchwide  Coordinating 
Team  of  Presbyterian  Women 
said  in  the  report  that  a  petition 
signed  by  62  women  objected  to 
"the  political  overtones  and 
blatancy  of  this  presentation  [by 
actress  Vinie  Burroughs]  and  for 
not  calling  upon  the  Holy  Spirit 
to  lead."  Leaders  of  the  Gather- 
ing held  an  open  meeting  and  in- 
vited all  concerned  over  the  issue 
to  come  and  discuss  their  con- 
cerns. Fifteen  women  attended, 


the  group  reported. 

"Their  comments  were  record- 
ed so  that  planners  of  future 
Gatherings  will  have  the  benefit 
of  their  input,"  the  report  said. 

The  objections  received  promi- 
nent coverage  in  the  independent 
newspaper  The  Presbyterian 
Layman. 

The  Coordinating  Team  said 
that  in  planning  a  meeting  for  a 
large  cross-section  of  Presby- 
terian women,  "what  will  satisfy 
some  will  make  others  uncom- 
fortable." The  report  added  that 
the  Team  recognizes  also  that 
"one's  Christianity  affects  every 
facet  of  life"  and  "It  is  impor- 
tant that  spiritual  enrichment  be 
balanced  with  the  prophetic  voice 
which  calls  women  to  respond  by 
living  out  the  faith  which  they 
profess." 

The  report  then  cited  the  pur- 
pose of  Presbyterian  Women: 


"Forgiven  and  freed  by  God  in 
Jesus  Christ,  we  commit  our- 
selves: to  nurture  our  faith 
through  prayer  and  Bible  study, 
to  support  the  mission  of  the 
church  worldwide,  to  work  for 
justice  and  peace,  and  to  build  an 
inclusive,  caring  community  of 
women  that  strengthens  the 
Presbyterian  Church  (U.S.A.) 
and  witnesses  to  the  promise  of 
God's  kingdom." 

In  other  business  related  to  the 
Gathering,  the  Coordinating 
Team  reported  that  the  5,617 
participants  came  from  all  16 
synods.  Major  reasons  they  gave 
for  attending  were  general 
spiritual  inspiration,  celebration 
of  the  new  organization  of 
Presbyterian  Women,  help  in 
their  positions  in  the  organiza- 
tion, training  for  enablers,  com- 
munity with  other,  women,  and 
information  on  issues.  More 


than  75  percent  said  they  were 
satisfied  with  workshops  they  at- 
tended, the  report  said. 

Meanwhile,  Iowa  State 
University  in  Ames,  Iowa,  will  be 
the  site  of  the  next  Churchwide 
Gathering,  July  17-22,  the  Coor- 
dinating Team  decided. 


The  Team  made  its  choice  on 
the  basis  of  its  site  committee's 
research  of  24  convention  centers 
and  on-site  visits  to  four  univer- 
sity campuses.  The  committee 
recommended  Purdue  Universi- 
ty and  Iowa  State. 

The  Team  picked  Iowa  State. 


Task  force  on  ordination  begins 


The  Task  Force  on  Theology 
and  Practice  of  Ordination 
began  its  work  at  a  meeting  Oct. 
12-13. 

The  Rev.  Benton  Kline  Jr., 
president-emeritus  and  visiting 
instructor  of  theology  at  Colum- 
bia Theological  Seminary,  spoke 
on  "Ordination  in  Recent  Pres- 
byterian History."  He  outlined 
books  and  papers  through  the 
years  by  both  former  denomina- 
tions and  decisions  made  on 
ordination. 


Kline  addressed  such  issues  as 
the  call  to  ordain  Christian  edu- 
cators, which  the  new  church  has 
not  adopted,  and  the  possible 
need  for  a  new  look  at  ordination 
of  deacons,  which  has  become  al- 
most obsolete  in  recent  years. 

The  new  task  force  had  organ- 
ized on  the  previous  day.  Among 
its  members  are  the  Rev.  Mary 
McClintock  Fulke 
ham,  N.C.,  and  tJi  nald 
Purkey  of  Wiln  >eL 
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'PresbyNet'  links  church  by  computer,  telephone 


One  way  the  Presbyterian 
Church  (U.S.A.)  takes  part  in 
the  information  revolution  going 
on  in  the  world  today  is  through 
a  computer  network  that  links 
people  in  the  church  together  na- 
tionwide. "PresyNet"  includes 
more  than  half  of  the  synods  and 
presbyteries,  various  agencies  of 
the  General  Assembly  and  its 
Council,  and  many  individuals 
and  congregations  across  the 
nation. 

The  church  has  entered  a  con- 
tract with  Networking  and 
World  Information,  Inc.,  (NWI) 
for  use  of  its  host  computer 
housed  in  East  Hartford,  Con- 


necticut. PresbyNet  is  one  of  the 
networks  on  that  system.  From 
one's  computer,  one  can  enter 
the  system  by  a  local  phone  call; 
once  entered  in  the  network,  peo- 
ple can  send  and  receive  letters 
instantly,  take  part  in  meetings, 
and  take  information  from  the 
network,  from  General  Assem- 
bly agencies,  for  example. 

Electronic  meetings  cover  such 
subjects  as  disabilities,  sermon 
ideas,  and  topics  of  interest  to 
synods  and  presbyteries.  New 
meetings  are  opened  as  interest 
develops.  Meetings  are  con- 
ducted among  members  desig- 
nated by  the  organizer  of  the  par- 


ticular meeting.  Only  members 
of  the  meeting  actually  attend. 
No  one  else  on  the  network  is 
even  aware  that  a  private  meeting 
is  being  conducted. 

On  PresbyNet  a  single  local 
phone  call  can  result  in  the  same 
message  being  sent  to  many  in- 
dividuals, different  messages  to 
varied  addresses,  and  participa- 
tion in  one  or  more  meetings. 
Meetings  and  electronic  mail  are 
not  subject  to  the  immediate 
availability  of  a  person  as  is  true 
with  a  face-to-face  meeting  or  a 
telephone  call.  This  information 
may  be  posted  and  read  at  the 
convenience  of  the  individuals 


involved. 

There  is  no  sign-up  fee  on 
PresbyNet  and  monthly  mini- 
mum fee  is  imposed  only  in  those 
months  when  the  billing  for  ac- 
tual use  would  be  less  than  $5.  By 
special  arrangement  with  NWI 
the  charge  for  connection  to  the 
host  computer  is  more  than  com- 
petitive with  long-distance 
telephone  rates  when  used  during 
non-prime  time.  The  Steward- 
ship and  Communication  Devel- 
opment Ministry  Unit  is  commit- 
ted to  equal  cost  for  access  for  all 
Presbyterians  wthout  regard  to 
the  location  of  their  homes. 

In  order  to  be  an  active  partici- 


pant on  PresbyNet,  you  will  need 
access  to  a  computer,  a  modem 
(used  to  translate  signals  into  a 
form  that  can  be  transmitted 
over  a  telephone  line  and  under- 
stood by  the  receiving  computer), 
and  telecommunication  soft- 
ware. 

If  you  would  like  more  infor- 
mation, please  write  or  call: 
Melville  F.  Willard  Jr.,  Associate 
for  Communication,  Computer 
Systems,  100  Witherspoon  Street, 
Louisville,  Ky.  40202-1396, 
telephone  (502)  569-5172. 

If  you  are  interested  in  joining 
PresbyNet,  please  call  NWI  Cus- 
tomer Service  at  1-800-624-5916. 


Info  on  inexpensive  computer 
programs  for  churches  offered 


Information  on  two  differ- 
ent computer  programs 
geared  to  churches'  needs  and 
costing  less  than  $50  each  is 
available  from  the  pastor  of  a 
church  in  the  'Synod  of  the 
Mid-Atlantic.  The  Rev. 
Steven  Fleming  offers  to  tell 
how  to  legally  obtain  pro- 
grams for  the  IBM  PC  and 
compatible  computers.  Flem- 
ing is  pastor  of  First  United 
Presbyterian  Church  in  West- 
minster, Md. 

He  also  offers  advice  on  in- 
expensive word-processing, 
telecommunicating,  and  other 
software  for  those  machines, 
as  well  as  a  report  on  how  his 
church  decided  which  com- 


puter systems  to  buy  for  the 
church  office,  Christian  pre- 
school and  kindergarten,  and 
the  pastor. 

The  two  programs  for  chur- 
ches are  a  complete  member- 
ship program,  and  a  program 
combining  membership,  con- 
tributions, finance,  and 
budget. 

Anyone  interested  in  his  in- 
formation should  send  by 
Dec.  31  a  self-addressed 
business-sized  envelope  with 
65  cents  in  postage  affixed  to 
it,  and  $2  to  cover  photocopy- 
ing and  handling,  to  Fleming 
at  First  United  Presbyterian 
Church,  65  Washington  Road, 
Westminster,  Md.  21157. 


South  Africa,  poverty  among 
us  are  mission  study  themes 


"South  Africa"  and  "Faces  of 
Poverty  in  our  Midst"  are  the 
mission  study  themes  for  1988-89 
of  Friendship  Press;  books  and 
other  materials  on  those  themes 
are  available  from  Presbyterian 
Publishing  House.  South  Africa 
is  the  geographic  theme,  poverty 
the  issue  theme. 

On  the  South  Africa  theme, 
South  Africa 's  Moment  of  Truth 
by  Edgar  Lockwood  discusses 
the  origins  of  the  current  situa- 
tion, presents  views  of  black  and 
white  South  Africans,  and 
analyzes  "myths  and  realities" 
of  the  situation.  The  book  costs 
$5.95.  Until  We  Are  Free  by 
John  and  Patricia  de  Beer  is  an 
accompanying  study  guide, 


which  costs  $3.95. 

In  addition,  Worldview — 
South  Africa  ($1.50)  is  a 
magazine  issue  for  youths  aged 
1 1-15;  it  examines  apartheid  and 
its  effects,  particularly  on  black 
youths.  "Choose  You  This 
Day... The  Challenges  of  South 
Africa"  ($49.95)  is  a  45-minute 
video  with  such  people  as  Des- 
mond Tutu,  Winnie  Mandela, 
and  Allan  Boesak. 
"Keromamang:  Whom  Shall  I 
Send?"  ($18.95)  is  a  sound 
filmstrip  about  one  black 
woman's  life  under  apartheid. 
Torch  in  the  Night  ($5.95)  by 
Anne  Hope  comprises  worship 
services  built  on  12  themes  and 


including  ritual,  stories,  poems, 
art,  and  responsive  readings. 

On  the  poverty  theme,  Breach 
of  Promise:  Portraits  of  Poverty 
in  North  America  ($4.95)  by 
well-known  Presbyterian  journa- 
list and  poet  James  Gittings 
describes  people  he  met  while 
traveling  through  North  Ameri- 
ca. Keeping  Covenant  with  the 
Poor  ($3.95)  by  Nancy  A.  Carter 
is  an  accompanying  study  guide. 

It's  Hard  Not  to  Worry: 
Stories  for  Children  About  Pov- 
erty ($4.75)  by  John  M.  Barrett 
contains  six  short  stories  about 
children.  The  author  also  wrote 
an  accompanying  Teacher's 
Guide  ($5.95). 


Scotia  pHl  Village 


A  Continuing  Care  Retirement  Community 

A  new  dawn  is  quietly  breaking.  Never  before  has  there  been  anything  quite 
like  Scotia  Village 

This  new  community  is  being  developed  on  66  beautifully  wooded  acres  in 
Laurinburg,  North  Carolina.  Both  the  concept  and  design  of  Scotia  Village  address 
your  independence  and  security.  By  offering  a  variety  of  community  facilities  to 
its  residents  and  their  guests,  Scotia  Village  will  provide  an  abundance  of  personal 
services  that  are  tailored  to  a  quality  lifestyle.  And  best  of  all,  quality  health  care 
will  be  available  to  Scotia  Village's  residents  in  its  on-site,  state-of-art  Health 
Center.  The  Health  Center  will  provide  four  distinct  levels  of  nursing  care  and 
health  services. 

Scotia  Village  may  very  well  be  the  lifestyle  and  the  community  that  will 
brighten  your  day. 


A  community  with 
residential  apartments,  cot- 
tages, common  facilities, 
amenities  and  an  on-site 
Health  Center 
A  private,  non-profit 
community  sponsored  by  a 
local  Board  of  Trustees  and 
The  Presbyterian  Home, 
Inc. 


»  Adjacent  to  St.  Andrews 
Presbyterian  College  in 
Laurinburg 

>  A  variety  of  floor  plans  with  • 
special  design  and  safety 
features  • 

►  Comprehensive  common 
areas  and  amenities.  On-site 
Health  Center  staffed  by 
trained  nurses  with 

For  Information  Write 
Scotia  Village 
2200  Elm  Ave. 
Laurinburg,  INC  28352 
or  Call  (919)  276-1515 


domiciliary  care  intermedi- 
ate care,  skilled  nursing 
care,  and  home  health  care 
Services  designed  to  provide 
worry  free  living 
Financial  security  through  a 
$3  million  fund  raising 
campaign  and  the  continu- 
ing care  concept 


White  supremacists  examined 


White  supremacist  groups  in  America  are 
animated  by  a  virulent  hatred  of  Jews, 
blacks,  and  other  minorities.  Though  few  in 
number,  they  are  heavily  armed  and  well 
schooled  in  war  and  paramilitary  activities. 
These  zealots  are  ready,  willing,  and  able  to 
do  anything  to  advance  their  cause.  Betrayed 
(United  Artists)  is  a  powerful  and  provoca- 
tive film  about  the  white  supremacists  in  the 
farmbelt  of  the  Midwest. 

Following  the  bloody  assassination  of  a 
Jewish  talk-show  host  in  Chicago,  the  FBI 
sends  Cathy  Weaver  (Debra  Winger)  to  in- 
vestigate Gary  Simmons  (Tom  Berenger),  a 
widower  who  lives  on  a  farm  with  his  two 
young  children.  She  falls  in  love  with  him 
but  is  repulsed  when  he  takes  her  on  a  hunt- 
ing expedition  at  night  with  some  of  his 
cronies.  The  prey  turns  out  to  be  a  black 
man. 

Director  Costa-Gavras  (Z,  State  of  Siege, 
Missing)  conveys  the  racist  and  religious  pre- 
judices of  these  white  supremacists  who  call 
the  U.S.  government  "ZOG"  for  Zionist 
Occupational  Government.  Joe  Eszterhas's 
script  realistically  depicts  the  group's  poten- 
tial to  stir  violence  and  incite  hatred  as  they 
rob  a  bank  to  finance  their  extremist  activi- 
ties and  communicate  with  each  other  via  a 
national  computer  network. 

Debra  Winger  gives  a  stellar  performance 
as  a  woman  whose  consience  sets  her  apart 
from  both  the  fanaticism  of  the  supremacists 
and  the  amoral  tactics  of  the  FBI  and  her 
boss  (John  Heard).  In  the  end,  she  realizes 
how  hate  can  dehumanize  even  those  called 
to  serve  the  public  good. 

Friedrich  Nietzsche's  observation,  "He 
who  fights  with  monsters  should  be  careful 
lest  he  thereby  become  a  monster,"  could  be 
applied  to  Betrayed.  This  chilling  insight 
makes  it  one  of  Costa-Gavras's  most  sophis- 
ticated political  films. 

Bernadette  (Cannon)  deals  with  the 
sickly,  poor  French  girl  in  Lourdes,  France, 
who  on  February  1,  1858,  saw  a  vision  of 
"a  lady  dressed  in  white,"  which  Catholic 
believers  declared  was  the  Virgin  Mary.  The 
drama  deals  with  the  responses  of  local 
townfolk,  clergy,  politicians,  and  scientists 
to  the  supernatural  healings  which  take  place 
in  the  area.  In  addition,  director  Jean  Delan- 


noy  wants  to  stir  the  hearts  and  minds  of 
moviegoers  as  they  ponder  the  meaning  of 
faith,  spirituality,  and  miracles. 

Although  Sydney  Penny  is  adequate  as 
Bernadette,  other  performances  in  the  film 
are  wooden  and  lifeless.  Despite  the  fact  that 
Bernadette  has  been  officially  sanctioned  by 
the  Vatican,  this  drama  suffers  in  compari- 
son to  the  artful  and  spiritually  rich  Therese, 
directed  by  Alain  Cavalier. 

A  World  Apart  (Atlantic  Releasing)  is 
based  on  the  true  story  of  a  white  South 
African  journalist  and  anti-apartheid  crusa- 
der. The  film  won  the  special  Grand  Prize 
of  the  Jury  at  the  1988  Cannes  Film  Festival. 
Barbara  Hershey's  performance  as  the  jour- 
nalist and  the  performances  of  two  costars, 
Jodhi  May  as  her  daughter  and  Linda  Mvusi 
as  the  family's  maid,  were  given  the  Best  Ac- 
tress nod. 

Set  in  Johannesburg  in  1963,  A  World 
Apart  revolves  around  13-year-old  Molly 
Roth  and  her  struggle  to  come  to  terms  with 

FILM  REVIEWS 

her  parents'  political  activism.  Her  father 
has  fled  the  country  to  avoid  arrest  by  the 
South  African  regime.  Her  mother,  Diana, 
a  journalist,  is  active  in  the  outlawed  African 
National  Congress.  She  is  so  involved  in  her 
cause  that  she  pays  little  attention  to  Molly 
and  her  two  younger  sisters. 

When  Diana  is  imprisoned  without  trial 
under  a  new  90-day  detention  act,  Molly's 
one  remaining  friend  at  school  drops  her. 
The  isolated  and  confused  teenager  gravi- 
tates toward  Elsie,  the  household  maid,  who 
shows  her  first-hand  what  it  means  to  be 
black  in  South  Africa. 

In  his  debut  as  a  director,  Chris  Menges, 
who  won  Academy  Awards  for  his  cinema- 
tography in  The  Killing  Fields  and  The  Mis- 
sion, skillfully  conveys  the  authoritarian 
clout  of  the  South  African  regime  and  the 
bravery  of  those  who  resist  it.  In  a  second 
and  equally  emotionally  affecting  theme 
line,  he  compels  us  to  see  how  zealots  can 
slight  the  ones  they  love  due  to  the  single- 
mindedness  of  their  commitments. 

Copyright  1988  by  Cultural  Information 
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Clergy  counseling:  can  ministers  keep 
their  clients'  confidentiality  in  court? 


Dr.  John  C.  Bush  is  executive  director  of 
the  Kentucky  Council  of  Churches  and  co- 
authored  the  book  The  Right  to  Silence: 
Privileged  Clergy  Communication  and  the 
Law  with  Bill  Tiemann. 

Dr.  Robert  W.  Lawrence  is  a  member  of 
Norfolk  Presbytery  and  is  chair  of  the 
Theology  and  Culture  Committee. 

Bush  spoke  at  Norfolk  Presbytery  on  Oc- 
tober 25,  and  this  interview  followed. 

Bob:  John,  how  would  you  define  clergy 
confidentiality? 

John:  It  has  to  do  with  privileged  com- 
munication between  a  parishioner/peni- 
tent/counselor. This  person  may  or  may  not 
be  a  member  of  your  church.  It  is  anyone 
with  whom  you  counsel  and  receive  infor- 
mation that  could  be  taken  to  a  court  of  law 
and  the  pastor  could  be  called  upon  to 
testify. 

Bob:  If  the  pastor  is  subpoenaed  to  testify 
in  court  regarding  a  counselee,  what  does 
that  person  need  to  know  in  regard  to 
confidentiality? 

John:  Most  of  us  in  ministry  do  not  know 
much  about  the  law.  If  he  or  she  is  ap- 
proached by  a  prosecuting  attorney,  a  police 
officer,  or  whoever,  they  should  decline  to 
answer  any  question  of  substance  without 
advice  from  counsel.  Ministers  have  that 
right. 

Bob:  What  else  is  important  for  pastors 
to  know? 

John:  We  should  know  a  good  attorney 
and  contact  that  person  immediately.  Many 
attorneys  will  work  with  pastors  up  to  a 
point  at  little  or  no  cost.  You  cannot  expect 
him  or  her  to  go  to  court  with  you  and  try 
a  case  without  being  paid,  but  for  general 
advice  and  consultation,  they  are  frequent- 
ly available. 

Bob:  Is  there  anything  further? 

John:  Yes.  The  minister  should  know 
what  his  or  her  state  says  on  the  question  of 
confidentiality.  The  laws  vary.  I  feel  that 
there  should  be  no  circumstance  period 
under  which  the  minister  is  required  by  law 


to  testify  regarding  anything  that  comes  in- 
to his  or  her  hands  in  the  legitimate  exercises 
of  their  ministry. 

Bob:  Would  this  not  sometimes  create  am- 
biguities for  pastors  and  put  the  pastor  on 
the  horns  of  a  dilemma?  I  am  thinking  par- 
ticularly of  a  confession  involving  child 
abuse. 

John:  There  is  no  good  alternative  that 
preserves  the  right  things  that  need  to  be 
preserved.  Certainly  there  is  a  desire  to  pro- 
tect people  who  are  being  hurt.  But  in  most 
states  the  pastor  is  virtually  the  only  person 
the  abuser  can  turn  to  for  help  under  the  law 
who  is  not  required  to  turn  them  in. 

The  pastor's  role  is  one  of  wanting  to 
bring  redemption.  The  ideal  thing  is  for  the 
relationship  to  lead  the  abuser  to  seek 
psychiatric  help  or  whatever  help  is  needed 
if  the  pastor  is  not  trained  to  help.  If  the  per- 
son refuses  to  get  help  then  you  may  have 
to  say,  "Either  you  are  going  to  have  to  turn 
yourself  in  or  I  am  going  to  have  to  do 
something  I  do  not  want  to  do." 

That  is  a  difficult  point  to  come  to.  Some 
pastors  would  jump  to  it  as  the  first  alter- 
native. I  would  come  to  it  after  a  great  deal 
of  soul  searching. 

Bob:  If  counseling  with  a  couple  leads  to 
divorce  and  both  parties  ask  the  minister  to 
testify,  does  he  or  she  still  have  the  right  of 
refusal? 

John:  In  the  state  of  Virginia,  you  would 
not  be  required  to  testify.  In  most  states, 
however,  the  person  who  makes  the  com- 
munication in  essence  owns  the  privilege  and 
can  require  you  to  testify  if  they  wish. 

Know  your  state  law!  My  advice  would  be 
that  if  you  would  rather  not  testify,  then 
make  as  strong  a  case  as  you  can  to  the  judge 
to  avoid  having  to  testify  because  of  the 
damage  it  does  to  the  credibility  of  the 
pastor. 

Bob:  Are  pastoral  counselors  protected 
under  the  law? 

John:  They  are  if  they  are  working  within 
the  mission  outreach  of  a  congregation  or 
a  presbytery  and  if  they  are  ordained.  If  they 


hang  out  their  sign  independently  and  charge 
fees,  the  clergy-privilege  statute  may  not 
apply. 

Bob:  What  are  the  criteria  you  have  to 
meet  as  a  pastor  in  order  to  claim  protection 
under  the  statute  for  clergy? 

John:  First,  the  statute  applies  to  a  per- 
son who  is  ordained.  Lay  counselors  are 
springing  up  today  in  many  large  churches. 
The  chances  are  that  they  will  not  be  pro- 
tected even  though  many  are  doing  good 
work. 

Second,  the  counseling  has  to  go  on  within 
the  minister's  professional  capacity.  It  has 
to  be  within  the  range  of  seeking  spiritual 
advice,  counsel,  help.  It  cannot  be  an  ex- 
traneous matter. 

Bob:  Suppose  someone  like  a  church 
secretary  or  a  church  member  overhears  a 
confession.  Are  you  still  protected? 

John:  If  it  becomes  known  that  the 
secretary  or  any  other  person  has  overheard, 
and  if  they  are  subpoenaed,  they  will  be  re- 
quired to  tell  what  they  know.  If  that  is  the 
case,  then  the  matter  is  open  to  inquiry  and 
in  the  final  analysis,  if  push  comes  to  shove, 
the  pastor  could  probably  be  forced  to 
testify. 

Bob:  What  kind  of  resources  could 
presbyteries  provide  to  pastors? 

John:  The  199th  General  Assembly 
adopted  a  resolution  calling  on  synods, 
presbyteries,  and  sessions  to  become  ac- 
quainted with  this  issue.  Presbyteries  could 
have  the  executive  presbytery  or  the  Commit- 
tee on  Ministry  be  aware  of  attorneys  in  their 
area  who  understand  this  issue  so  that  when 
a  pastor  has  problems,  the  presbytery  has 
available  immediately  a  name  and  telephone 
number  for  someone  who  can  be  consulted. 

Finally,  it  would  be  well  for  the 
presbyteries  to  draft  a  policy  statement  that 
says  that  it  is  the  discipline  and  policy  and 
practice  of  this  presbytery  to  expect  our 
clergy  to  maintain  in  confidence  all  matters 
committed  to  them  in  the  exercise  of  pastoral 
care. 


New  Age 
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College  seeks  global 
outlook,  teaching  training 


Mildred  A.  Collins,  assist- 
ant professor  of  biology  at 
Stillman  College,  received  the 
first  annual  White  House  in- 
itiative faculty  award  for  ex- 
cellence in  science  and  tech- 
nology. Chosen  as  one  of  34 
science,  engineering,  and 
mathematics  professors  na- 
tionally, she  was  presented  an 
award  at  the  symposium  in 
Washington,  D.C.,  on  Sept- 
ember 26.  Stillman  is  a 
Presbyterian  school. 

Collins  has  taught  at  Still- 
man since  1967.  She  is  pre- 
med  advisor  and  director  of 
programs  in  minority  access 

to  research  careers. 

*  *  * 

In  recognition  of  her  num- 
erous years  of  service  to 
refugees,  Margaret  Mont- 
gomery of  Atlanta  received  a 
certificate  of  appreciation  by 
the  Church  World  Service  Im- 
migration and  Refugee  Pro- 
gram Committee  on  August  5. 
The  award  expressed  "ap- 
preciation for  her  ecumenical 
commitment,  her  grace,  and 
her  generosity  of  spirit," 
thanked  her  for  her  many 
contributions  to  the  Commit- 
tee, and  offered  "best  wishes 
and  Godspeed  for  the  new 
tasks  that  lie  ahead." 

Those  tasks  will  include 
working  half  time  at  the 
refugee  office  of  the  Christian 
Council  of  Metropolitan 
Atlanta  and  spending  plenty 
of  time  with  her  nine  grand- 
children. Montgomery  work- 
ed in  the  office  dealing  with 
refugees  in  the  old  Presbyter- 
ian Church  U.S.  Mission 
Board. 

*  *  * 

The  Rev.  David  W.A. 
Taylor  has  been  confirmed  by 
the  executive  committee  of  the 
Consultation  on  Church 
Union  for  the  position  of 
General  Secretary  of  the  Con- 
sultation. He  had  been  acting 
as  interim  secretary  at  the  of- 
fices at  Princeton,  N.J. 
Taylor  is  a  well-known  pastor 
in  the  Presbyterian  Church 
(U.S.A.),  long  active  in 
ecumenical  work.  He  is  the 
brother  of  the  Rev.  J.  Ran- 
dolph Taylor,  first  moderator 
of  the  Presbyterian  Church 
(U.S.A.) 


Catawba 
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lough,  and  Rosa  Yourse.  The 
service  will  last  about  an  hour. 

At  the  banquet,  Stated  Clerk 
James  Andrews,  Moderator 
Ralph  Johnson,  and  Executive 
Carroll  Jenkins  will  all  bring 
greetings,  as  will  the  moderators 
of  the  four  presbyteries  in  the 
Unit:  Gershon  Fiaoo,  Isaiah 
Phinisee,  Beverly  Bullock,  and 
John  O.  Smith.  There  will  be 
music;  there  will  also  be  presen- 
tations to  staff  of  the  Unit.  The 
banquet  is  expected  to  last  about 
an  hour  and  a  half. 

Administrative  Assistant  Wil- 
lie Garvin  said  that  more  than 
200  people  had  registered  for  the 
banquet  by  mid-November.  Or- 
ganizers had  from  the  beginning 
anticipated  at  least  300  people 
for  the  banquet  and  possibly  400 
to  500  for  the  worship. 

More  information  is  available 
from  the  Catawba  Administra- 
tive Unit  at  700  E.  Stonewall 
Street,  Charlotte,  N.C.  28202 
(telephone  704-372-9360). 


governing  bodies  of  the  church 
to  give  priority  commitments  of 
time,  energy,  and  resources  to 
the  development  and  support  of 
leaders  in  the  denomination's 
evangelism  efforts." 

Johnson  also  reported  that  the 
unit  is  "beginning  now  to  lay  a 
foundation  for  projects  that  will 
benefit  from  the  passage  of 
Overture  95."  That  overture, 
also  passed  by  the  1988  General 
Assembly,  commits  $15  million 
to  evangelism  efforts  between 
1991  and  1995. 

In  another  action  from  the 
Evangelism  Unit's  meeting  Oct. 
16,  the  group  got  an  introduction 
to  the  Unit's  newsletter,  Good 
News.  The  quarterly  publication 
will  go  primarily  to  evangelism 
workers  in  synods  and  presby- 
teries. Editor  is  Julianne  Jens- 
Horton,  coordinator  for  admin- 
istration, communication,  re- 
search, and  planning  for  the  unit. 


Hugh  Bean  Evans,  72,  died 
August  30  in  Columbus,  Ohio. 
He  was  interim  executive  of  the 
Synod  of  the  Piedmont  from 
1979  to  1981. 

Evans  was  educated  at  Prince- 
ton University  and  Princeton 
Seminary  and  served  pastorates 
in  Philadelphia  and  Cincinnati. 
In  addition,  he  was  executive 
secretary    for   the  General 


overture  the  General  Assembly 
passed  in  1988.  The  overture 
urged  "all  ministry  units  and 
nor  practiced  violence. 

The  letter  approved  by  the 
Social  Justice  and  Peacemaking 
Unit  quotes  the  two  reports  ex- 
tensively and  adds,  "The  Social 
Justice  and  Peacemaking  Unit  of 
the  General  Assembly  of  the 
Presbyterian  Church  (U.S.A.) 
joins  Amnesty  International  in 
urging  the  government  of  Nica- 
ragua to  ensure  that  those  de- 
tained during  and  following  the 
events  at  Nandaime  are  tried  in 
accordance  with  international 
standards  of  fairness  and  impar- 
tiality, and  that  they  will  not  be 
subjected  to  criminal  prosecution 
on  the  basis  of  their  political 
views,  or  be  held  criminally 
responsible  for  events  over  which 
they  could  not  reasonably  be  ex- 
pected to  have  had  control." 


Assembly's  Department  of 
Ministerial  Relations  in  the 
United  Presbyterian  Church 
from  1968  to  1973  and  executive 
presbyter  of  the  Presbytery  of 
Scioto  Valley  from  1973  to  1979. 
He  was  honorably  retired  in  May 
1981. 

He  was  married  to  Audrey 
June  Wilcke  and  had  two 
daughters  and  one  son. 


Programs  at  Hampden- 
Sydney  College  to  give 
students  an  international 
perspective  and  to  train  future 
science  and  math  teachers 
have  received  funding. 

The  Brunswick  Foundation 
has  awarded  $10,000  to  the 
school  for  its  "Education  for 
Global  Citizenship"  program, 
which  seeks  to  combat  the  in- 
sularity common  to  small, 
relatively  isolated  liberal-arts 
colleges.  Study  abroad,  inten- 
sified recruitment  of  foreign 
students,  an  international- 


Faced  with  a  $20  million  short- 
fall in  the  major  medical  fund  in 
1988,  the  Board  of  Pensions  took 
several  steps  October  22  to  stem 
the  flow  of  red  ink  in  the  Pres- 
byterian Church's  health-insur- 
ance program.  These  steps  come 
on  the  heels  of  several  previous 
changes  made  in  the  plan  at  the 
1988  General  Assembly. 

Arthur  Ryan,  co-president  of 
the  board,  said,  "Until  the  rate 
of  inflation  of  medical  and  in- 
surance costs  in  this  country 
comes  down,  we  will  continue  to 
have  to  make  changes  in  our 
plan."  Ryan  added  that  it  is  dif- 
ficult to  predict  what  additional 
actions  may  be  necessary  in  the 
future  because  the  post-reunion 
major  medical  plan,  established 
in  January  1987,  is  so  new  that 


studies  curriculum,  and  in- 
struction in  the  Japanese 
language  are  a  few  of  the  ef- 
forts launched  under  the  new 
program. 

Liberal-arts  preparation  for 
teaching  is  getting  a  boost 
with  a  $25,000  grant  from  the 
Commonwealth  of  Virginia. 
The  grant  will  fund  a  new  pro- 
gram at  Hampden-Sydney  to 
provide  summer  workshops 
for  college  students  who  want 
to  become  high-school 
teachers  in  math  and  science. 


"we  don't  have  enough  data  to 
know  what  'normally'  happens." 

The  changes,  which  go  into  ef- 
fect January  1,  include  a  rise  in 
the  member  deductible  from  one 
to  one  and  a  half  percent  of 
salary  plus  housing  allowance. 
This  change  will  save  an  esti- 
mated $1  million  in  1989. 

The  board  also  voted  to  rein- 
stitute  medical  underwriting  for 
new  members  with  pre-existing 
conditions  for  one  year  follow- 
ing their  enrollment  in  the  plan. 
Medical  underwriting,  which  had 
been  a  part  of  both  antecedent 
medical  plans  prior  to  Presby- 
terian reunion,  meant  that  costs 
related  to  medical  conditions 
which  existed  prior  to  e 
were  not  covered. 


Former  Piedmont  interim 
exec  Hugh  Evans  dies 


More  changes  made  in  church's 
medical  insurance  program 
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Delaware 
church  marks 
250th  year 


The  Christiana  Church  in 
Delaware,  in  New  Castle 
Presbytery,  has  been  observing 
its  250th  anniversary  throughout 
the  year.  First  known  as  the 
Presbyterian  Church  of  Chris- 
tiana Bridge,  its  first  pastor  was 
Charles  Tennant;  he  was  the  son 
of  William  Tennant,  who  estab- 
lished the  forerunner  of 
Princeton  University  in  1726. 

The  church's  celebration 
culminated  with  its  homecoming 
weekend  Oct.  8-9.  The  Rev.  Joan 
Salmon  Campbell  spoke  at  a 
banquet  on  Oct.  8  and  at  a 
special  worship  service  Oct.  9. 
She  is  associate  executive  of 
Philadelphia  Presbytery  and  a 
candidate  for  moderator  of  the 
General  Assembly. 

Campers  trek 
in  Canada 

Twenty-one  adventurers  from 
ages  14  to  56  ventured  from 
Camp  New  Hope  in  Orange 
Presbytery  to  the  Algonquin 
Provincial  Park  in  Northern  On- 
tario during  the  August  High 
Adventure  Camp.  Married 
couples,  college  students,  high- 
school  students,  led  by  Paul 
Ransford,  spent  10  days  on  the 
trip.  Moose,  mink,  meteors, 
rain,  and  lots  of  canoeing  and 
portaging  were  the  daily  diet. 

Orange  Presbytery's  Outdoor 
Ministry  Unit  completely  outfit- 
ted the  trip  using  its  own  canoes, 
gear,  and  the  van  given  by  the 
Women  of  the  Church  in  1987. 
The  participants  compiled  a 
10-page  log  at  the  end  of  the  trip 
which  spoke  highly  of  their  ex- 
perience and  the  spiritual  growth 
it  encouraged.  Plans  are  under- 
way to  include  a  similar  trip  for 
1989. 

Meanwhile,  more  camps  in 
more  places  for  1989  is  the  plan 
under  consideration  by  the 
Orange  Presbytery  Outdoor 
Ministries  Unit.  Six  hundred 
summer  campers  filled  all  the  ex- 
isting spaces  this  past  summer. 


AMONG  THE 
PRESBYTERIES 

News  from  around  the  Synod 


Presbytery  stories  solicited 


Do  you  have  news  of  in- 
teresting things  going  on  in  your 
presbytery,  which  people  in  other 
presbyteries  would  enjoy  reading 
about  or  could  pick  up  ideas 
from?  Please  let  us  know  about 


Visit  to  Taiwan  produces 
friendships  and  memories 


it  if  you  do,  so  that  we  can 
publish  the  news  on  this  page, 
which  offers  news  stories  from 
presbyteries. 

Send  your  news  to  The 
Presbyterian  News,  P.O.  Box 
10785,  Raleigh,  N.C.  27605. 
Please  send  it  by  the  first 
Wednesday  of  the  month. 


By  Leigh  Pegram 

Editor's  note:  From  July  8  to 
August  5,  nine  youths  and  one 
adult  visited  the  Presbytery  of 
Hsinchu  as  part  of  Concord 
Presbytery's  partnership  with 
it.  Below  is  one  account  of  their 
experience. 

Taiwan  is  an  island  off  the 
coast  of  China  about  the  size  of 
Maryland  and  Delaware.  With  a 
population  of  approximately  20 
million  people,  only  seven  per- 
cent are  Christians.  The  Portu- 
gese named  her  "Ilha  Formosa" 
upon  discovering  her  in  1590;  the 
Chinese  called  her  "Bao  Dao" — 
Treasure  Island.  You  may  know 
her  only  by  the  label  "Made  in 
Taiwan." 

The  first  three  days  were  spent 
getting  to  know  each  other,  see- 
ing Hsinchu,  visiting  churches, 
relaxing  on  a  lake,  and  glimps- 
ing the  lush  vegetation  of  the 
island.  We  were  met  on  Monday 
by  the  Rev.  Der  Fu  Chan,  Hsin- 
chu Presbytery  moderator,  and 
other  pastors  who  warmly  wel- 
comed us  to  Taiwan. 

On  the  following  day,  I  pre- 
sented a  check  for  $1,000  to 
Hsinchu  Presbytery  on  behalf  of 
Concord  Presbytery  for  its  new 
church-development  project. 
This  is  part  of  the  money  that 
Concord  Presbytery  donated. 

On  one  trip  to  Taipei,  I  met 
with  Mrs.  Kao,  a  very  well- 
respected  Taiwanese  Presbyter- 
ian. Mrs.  Kao  is  the  wife  of  Dr. 
Kao.  Dr.  Kao,  as  you  may  know, 
is  the  present  general  secretary  of 
the  Presbyterian  Church  in 
Taiwan. 

Kao  was  imprisoned  on  poli- 
tical charges  from  1980  to  1984. 
Although  his  imprisonment  was 
painful  for  both  him  and  his 


Roberts  nominated  as 
preacher  of  year 


The  Rev.  Earle  D.  Roberts, 
currently  serving  the  Lake 
Waccamaw  Church,  has  been 
nominated  by  the  Committee 
on  Ministry  of  Wilmington 
Presbytery  as  National 
Preacher  of  the  Year. 

Each  year,  the  General 
Assembly,  working  through 
National  Capital  Presbytery, 
requests  from  governing 
bodies  a  statement  of  what  is 
thought  to  be  the  issue  or  con- 
cern of  greatest  importance  to 
be  lifted  up  during  the  coming 
year.  At  the  same  time  it 
solicits  the  name  of  the  person 
believed  to  best  articulate  that 
concern. 

The  nominees  chosen  by  a 
committee  of  National  Capi- 
tal Presbytery  preach  in  the 
spring  of  the  year  at  the  Na- 
tional Presbyterian  Church  in 
Washington,  D.C.  From 
those  nominees  who  are  in- 
vited, the  "National  Preacher 
of  the  Year"  is  selected. 

Wilmington  Presbytery's 
ittee  on  Ministry,  on 


recommendation  of  its  Sub- 
committee on  Professional 
Development,  adopted  the 
issue  of  "Reconciliation  In 
Church  and  Society"  as  most 
important  for  1989.  The 
minister  in  the  presbytery  who 
was  seen  to  be  best  fitted  to 
articulate  this  concern  was 
Earle  Roberts. 

Roberts  has  played  an  im- 
portant role  in  guiding  a  large 
segment  of  the  PCUSA  into 
the  process  of  reconciliation. 
The  most  evident  result  of  his 
efforts  is  seen  in  the  forma- 
tion of  the  Synod  of  the  Mid- 
Atlantic.  "He  chaired  the 
Synod  of  North  Carolina 
Boundaries  Committee,  and 
his  successful  bringing 
together  of  widely  divergent 
viewpoints  called  for  skills  in 
interpersonal  relationships 
and  leadership  quite  beyond 
the  ordinary,"  said  a  pres- 
bytery representative.  "He  is 
well  suited  to  speak  for  Wil- 
mington Presbytery  on  this 
topic." 


Leigh  Pegram 

family,  the  church  pulled  to- 
gether to  support  him.  New 
ideas,  commitments,  and  faith 
were  born  out  of  this  time  of 
crisis. 

Mrs.  Kao  told  me  of  her  times 
during  the  period  and  of  the 
work  in  which  she  is  now  in- 
volved. Where  I  expected  an 
hour  interview,  I  received  an 
afternoon  of  her  time. 

I  visited  the  Taipei  Develop- 
ment Center,  which  is  a  center 
giving  support  to  women 
through  education  and  counsel- 
ing. I  was  taken  to  the  Taiwan 
Care  Center  and  also  to  the  of- 
fice of  the  Taiwan  Human  Rights 
Association. 

The  Care  Center  offers  hope 
to  the  families  of  political 
prisoners  and  the  Human  Rights 
Association,  obviously,  works 
with  human-rights  violations. 
They  document  these  violations 
and  call  attention  to  them. 

I  felt  privileged  to  see  these 
centers,  but  uncomfortable  in 
seeing  barred  doors  and  windows 
and  some  of  the  pictures  that  I 
saw.  I  was  given  a  tee  shirt  but 
was  told  it  would  be  wise  to  wait 
until  I  had  left  the  country  to 
wear  it.  It  rather  somberly  re- 
minded me  of  how  fortunate  I 
am  to  have  freedoms  which  come 


at  a  greater  cost  for  others. 

Later  in  the  trip,  we  all  visited 
the  General  Assembly,  in  the 
provisional  capital  of  Taipei.  We 
learned  specifics  of  the  presby- 
teries, and  one  of  the  staff  took 
us  to  the  office  of  the  Rainbow 
Project.  I  had  never  heard  of  the 
Rainbow  Project  and  was 
shocked  at  what  I  found. 

The  Rainbow  Project,  found- 
ed in  1986  by  concerned  Chris- 
tians, attempts  to  rescue  young 
girls  from  enforced  prostitution. 
They  help  the  girls  through  edu- 
cation and  useful  skill  training. 
I  was  deeply  touched  by  the  sight 
of  young  girls  behind  the  barred 
doors  of  brothels.  It  would  truly 
break  your  heart. 

While  the  first  three  weeks 
served  as  our  introduction  to  the 
cities,  the  last  week  saw  us  travel- 
ing through  the  mountains. 
Whereas  the  cities  were  over- 
whelmingly crowded,  the  moun- 
tain areas  were  just  the  opposite. 
As  we  left  the  cities  and  the  rows 
of  houses  and  shacks,  we  drove 
south  and  onto  the  East-West 
Highway.  The  beauty  of  Taiwan 
was  evident. 

There  are  many  images  that 
will  remain  in  our  memories  for 
years  to  come.  We  remember  the 
children's  faces  as  we  strove  to 
teach  English,  the  shyness  and 
giggling  of  teenagers  as  we 
walked  into  McDonald's,  the 
many  gifts  we  received,  and  the 
warmth  and  hospitality  extended 
to  us  everywhere. 

They  understood  when  we 
were  frustrated  by  cultural  dif- 
ferences. For  the  first  time  in  our 
lives,  we  understood  what  it  was 
like  to  be  minority  in  a  foreign 
land.  Not  only  did  we  gain  in- 
sight into  their  people,  but  a  trip 
like  this  also  forces  you  to  look 
at  yourself  and  your  world. 


Senior  highs 
hear  video 
director 

The  Rev.  Jeffrey  Kellam, 
director  of  video  ministries  at 
the  Presbyterian  School  of 
Christian  Education,  was  the 
featured  leader  at  Shenan- 
doah Presbytery's  Senior 
High  Rally  in  November. 
Kellam  is  widely  known  for 
his  work  with  radio  and  video. 
He  frequently  uses  popular 
television  programs  as  educa- 
tional vehicles  for  dealing  with 
contemporary  issues. 

Presbytery's  Youth  Council 
chose  a  theme,  "Teens  and 
the  Times"  for  the  annual 
Senior  High  Rally  November 
19  and  20  at  Massanetta 
Springs,  Harrisonburg,  Va. 
Kellam  used  recorded  seg- 
ments of  prime-time  shows  to 
help  youth  to  confront  typical 
problems. 

The  rally  continues  Shenan- 
doah Presbytery's  tradition  of 
holding  an  event  featuring 
national-quality  leadership  for 
senior-high  youth  on  the 
weekend  before  Thanks- 
giving. 

Other  leaders  of  the  event 
included  Laura  Boosinger, 
Beth  Bannerman  Gunn,  and 
Laura  Straube  Smith. 


Church  helps 
reunite  couple 

Caldwell  Church  in  Charlotte, 
N.C,  is  sponsoring  Parvaneh 
Barandak  Ghadakchi,  a  refugee 
from  Iran  who  came  by  way  of 
Turkey  to  the  United  States.  She 
joins  her  husband,  Hassan 
Ghadakchi,  who  has  been  in  the 
Charlotte  area  for  several  years. 


N.  Irish  youths  spend  neutral  summer 


Martin  and  Paul  live  only  two 
miles  apart,  but  their  chance  of 
ever  meeting  was  about  as  real  as 
meeting  a  leprechaun.  So  Martin 
and  Paul  decided  to  travel  3,000 
miles  —  from  Belfast,  Northern 
Ireland  to  Baltimore,  Maryland 
—  just  for  the  opportunity  to 
know  each  other. 

Martin  is  16  years  old,  Nor- 
thern Irish,  and  Protestant.  Paul 
is  18  years  old,  Northern  Irish, 
and  Catholic.  They  lived  together 
for  six  weeks  this  summer  in  the 
Perry  Hall  Church  manse  with 
George  Demass,  pastor.  As  par- 
ticipants in  the  Children's 
Friendship  Project,  Martin  and 
Paul  and  1 18  other  Irish  youth  — 
half  of  them  Protestant,  half  of 
them  Catholic  —  experienced 
each  other  in  the  politically 
neutral  settings  of  American 
homes. 

The  purpose  of  the  Project, 
said  Demass,  is  "not  to  provide 
a  solution  to  the  problems  in 
Ireland,  but  to  alleviate  tension 
among  the  children."  He  em- 
phasizes that  no  religious  strings 
are  attached,  and  no  political 
persuasion  is  attempted  by  any- 
one. Nor  is  pressure  exerted  oh 
the  young  Irish  visitors  «ven  to 


Paul  and  Martin  behind  George  Demass's  parents. 


attend  church  while  here.  By 
concentrating  efforts  on  "the 
next  generation,"  founders  of 
the  Project  hope  to  change 
forever  the  lives  and  attitudes  of 
Irish  youth. 

For  each  family  or  congrega- 
tion which  sponsors  and  hosts 
two  children,  the  experience  is  an 
exercise  in  "hands-on  peace- 
making," and  the  rewards  are 
direct  and  visible.  Healthy  rela- 
tionships established  between 
Protestant  and  Catholic  children 
during  their  stay  here  may  some 
day  contribute  to  permanent 
peace  in  Ireland. 


Children's  Friendship  Project 
was  initiated  by  a  group  of 
priests,  ministers,  and  lay  per- 
sons. Host  families  or  parish 
families  assume  all  expenses,  in- 
cluding airfare,  for  two  children 
for  six  weeks.  Frequently  fund- 
raisers and  donations  help  defray 
the  cost.  Additional  information 
about  the  Project  can  be  ob- 
tained from  George  Demass, 
256-6780. 

This  year  28  Irish  children 
spent  their  summer  in  Maryland 
—  two  of  them  at  Perry  Hall  and 
two  at  Woods  Memorial  Church. 
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Director,  assistant  director 
visit  Michigan  campus 


Adolescent  Center  Director 
Abe  Wilkinson  and  Assistant 
Director  Bruce  Steadman  visited 
the  Albion  campus  of  Starr 
Commonwealth  Schools  in  Al- 
bion, Michigan,  Oct.  13-16  to 
compare  that  agency's  team 
model  to  the  team  model  used  at 
the  Adolescent  Center. 

Our  team  model  is  based  on 
the  model  that  was  developed  by 
Dr.  Howard  Garner  while  he  was 
working  as  a  director  at  one  of 
the  Albion  Villages. 

Wilkinson  and  Steadman 
found  that  the  team  model  at  Al- 
bion is  constantly  evolving  to 
better  serve  children.  The  suc- 
cesses and  failures  of  each  agen- 
cy's approach  were  compared 
and  alternatives  discussed. 


They  noted  differences  in  the 
ways  the  teams  are  designed,  the 
roles  of  certain  team  members, 
and  the  training  required  for  par- 
ticular positions.  Ideas  were 
discussed  for  working  more 
closely  with  families  and  children 
in  their  home  community.  Dif- 
ferences were  noted  in  the  college 
degrees  available  in  the  Michigan 
area  which  can  positively  affect 
an  employee's  tenure,  skill,  and 
career-development  potentials. 

One  thing  is  certain,  no  one 
agency  has  found  a  perfect  way 
to  meet  the  needs  of  today's  chil- 
dren and  families.  When  one 
does,  we  will  all  do  it  the  same 
way.  Until  that  time,  we  will  con- 
tinue to  struggle  with  the  chal- 
lenge of  healing  fractured  fam- 


Child-care  professionals 
from  Britain  visit  BSHC 


Barium  Springs  Home  for 
Children  hosted  two  child-care 
professionals  from  England  on 
Oct.  27  as  part  of  the  Caro- 
linas-England  Child  Care  Ex- 
change being  funded  by  the  Duke 
Endowment  of  Charlotte,  N.C. 

Ken  Hosie,  of  the  Dartington 
Social  Research  Unit,  and  John 
Rae-Price,  director  of  Social  Ser- 
vices, Islington  Borough,  Lon- 
don, were  two  of  the  six  child- 
care  professionals  from  England 
who  visited  the  Carolinas  from 
Oct.  15  through  the  28th.  All  six 
spent  the  first  week  of  their  visit 
receiving  an  orientation  to  Caro- 
lina child  welfare  services  by  at- 
tending several  lectures  and 
workshops  in  the  Raleigh, 
Durham,  Chapel  Hill  area.  Dur- 
ing the  second  week  of  their  visit 
they  paired  off  and  toured  dif- 
ferent child  welfare  agencies  in 
both  states. 

Hosie  and  Rae-Price  visited 
five  other  agencies  in  addition  to 
Barium  Springs  Home  for  Chil- 
dren. The  other  four  British  pro- 
fessionals visited  child-care  agen- 
cies in  other  parts  of  the  two 
states. 

While  at  Barium  Springs 
Home  for  Children,  Hosie  and 
Rae-Price  visited  each  of  the 
Home's  three  programs,  the 
Adolescent  Center,  the  Pre- 
Adolescent  Center,  and  the 
Family  and  Child  Development 
Center.  They  attended  a  lunch- 
eon in  their  honor,  where  invited 
guests  from  five  different  child- 
care  agencies  each  took  10 
minutes  to  tell  the  visitors  about 
their  agencies. 

The  Child  Care  Exchange  be- 
tween England  and  the  Carolinas 
is  an  exchange  of  ideas,  know- 
ledge, and  concepts  which  will 
hopefully  lead  to  personal  and 
agency  enrichment  for  child-care 
professionals  in  both  places. 

This  four-year  project  began 
in  September  of  1986  when  11 
Carolina  child-care  professionals 
made  the  first  two-week  trip  of 
the  Carolinas-To-England  Child 
Care  Exchange.  The  group  was 


given  an  overview  of  British  child 
welfare  services  and  visited 
selected  child  welfare  agencies. 
Two  more  groups,  each  with  15 
Carolina  child-care  profes- 
sionals, visited  England  in  June 
of  1987  and  in  June  of  1988.  A 
fourth  and  final  trip  is  scheduled 
for  June  of  1989. 

Earle  Frazier,  executive  direc- 
tor of  Barium  Springs  Home  for 
Children,  was  among  the  15 
child-care  professionals  who 
visited  England  in  June  of  1988. 
He  said  the  trip  proved  to  be  a 
very  educational  one,  both  pro- 
fessionally and  culturally. 

This  is  the  second  and  final 
group  of  British  child  welfare 
professionals  to  participate  in  the 
England-To-Carolinas  Child 
Care  Exchange.  The  first  group 
visited  the  Carolinas  in  October 
of  1987. 


ilies  and  giving  new  hope  to 
desperate  young  people. 

Wilkinson  and  Steadman  are 
glad  they  made  the  trip  to  Starr 
Commonwealth  Schools.  Their 
visit  has  given  them  a  "soul- 
mate";  someone  to  call  when 
they  have  a  problem  with  the 
team  model  and  say,  "Have  you 
been  through  this  and  what  did 
you  do  about  it?" 

They  must  now  decide  what 
they  learned  that  was  helpful  and 
how  they  can  further  evolve  our 
team  model  to  meet  the  needs  of 
the  children  we  serve.  They  must 
sort  out  what  is  not  possible  for 
us  in  North  Carolina  and  try  to 
make  the  best  use  of  what  is 
possible. 

Alumni 
News 

Franklin  N.  Wise,  28-year-old 
son  of  Mrs.  Irene  Shannon  Wise, 
Class  of  1935,  died  on  Sept.  29 
of  leukemia.  Mrs.  Wise's  address 
is  5509  Halcun  Drive,  N.E.,  Roa- 
noke, Va.  24019  if  you  would 
like  to  write  to  ther. 

Frank  K.  Purdy  Sr.,  Class  of 
1933,  died  Oct.  16  in  Burlington, 
N.C.  He  was  73  years  old. 

Purdy  was  a  graduate  of 
Davidson  College  and  was  re- 
tired from  Toledo  Scales  Com- 
pany as  a  sales  engineer.  He  was 
a  member  of  First  Presbyterian 
Church  in  Burlington. 

He  was  married  to  the  former 
Catharine  Ritchie  of  Statesville, 
who  survives.  Also  surviving  him 
are  two  sons,  Col.  Frank  K.  Pur- 
dy Jr.  of  Chalimar,  Florida,  and 
William  Purdy  of  Jackson,  Mis- 
sissippi; and  four  grandchildren. 

Purdy's  mother  was  head  of 
the  dining  room  at  Barium 
Springs  in  the  1940's  and  1950's. 


Octoberffest!!! 

Current  and  prior  Pre-Adolescent  Center  residents  and  their 
families  were  all  invited  to  Octoberfest  on  October  22.  Everyone 
had  a  chance  to  visit  each  other  while  they  played  some  great 
games  and  ate  some  wonderful  German-style  food. 


...Or 
So  It 
Seems 


Three  whales  trapped  in  the 
Arctic  ice... heroic  efforts  by  in- 
dividuals and  agencies  to  expand 
the  opening  in  the  ice  so  they  can 
get  air  until  an  ice-breaker  can 
arrive  and  open  a  path  to  their 
winter  feeding  grounds... count- 
less hours  and  dollars  go  into  the 
effort  to  save  three  whales... con- 
stant media  coverage  and  state- 
ment by  the  President  implies 
world-shaking  importance.... 

Millions  of  children  and 
families  trapped  in  poverty... 
heroic  efforts  by  individuals  and 
agencies  to  break  through  the  cy- 


Earle  Frazier,  ACSW 
Executive  Director 

cle  of  poverty  and  open  a  path  to 
the  American  dream... countless 
hours  and  dollars  go  into  the  ef- 
fort to  save  their  —  and  our  — 
future... occasional  coverage  by 
the  media  and  lip-service  from 
politicians  implies????? 

Two  battles... one  partially 
won  —  the  other  continues.  But 
then,  there's  little  danger  of  the 
poor  becoming  an  extinct  spe- 
cies. 


Diana  Sweezey,  a  teacher  in  the  four-year-olds  room,  talks  with 
parents  at  the  FCDC's  business  meeting  and  Open  House  on 
Oct.  25.  Classrooms  were  open  and  available  to  give  parents 
and  teachers  a  chance  to  talk  with  each  other  about  the  children 
and  to  get  to  know  each  other  a  little  better.  Director  Fran  Oliver 
said  the  parents  and  teachers  seldom  have  time  to  talk  about 
these  things  on  an  average  day  due  to  their  busy  schedules. 


Chris  and  Regina  Womack,  parents  of  a  child  at  the  FCDC,  gave 
every  employee  a  pink  carnation  on  Employee  Appreciation  Day 
at  the  FCDC.  Kneeling  are  teachers  Jackie  Hayes  and  Edith 
Roseboro  and  nutritionist  Jane  McDaniels.  Standing  are  direc- 
tor Fran  Oliver,  and  teachers  Polly  Roberts,  Brenda  Poole,  Jean 
Peele,  Diana  Sweezey,  and  Brenda  McKee. 


I 
I 

Donor, 


in  Memory  —  In  Honor 

Barium  Springs  Home  for  Children 


Address 


IN  MEMORY 
My  gift  of  $  _ 


IN  HONOR 

 is  enclosed. 


I  wish  to  C  Honor  C  Remember 
Name  of 

Honoree  or  Deceased   


Address  

On  the  occasion  of   

Date  of  death  if  applicable 

Survivor  to  notify   

Address  


Relationship  of  survivor  to  honoree 


P.O.  Box  1,  Barium  Springs,  NC  28010 
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Chosen  peoples,  promised  lands 

Middle  East  travel  seminar  announced 


A  travel  seminar  to  the  Mid- 
dle East  to  be  held  May  8-27, 
1989,  will  be  co-hosted  by  two 
Union  Seminary  professors.  W. 
Sibley  Towner,  professor  of 
biblical  interpretation,  and  Dean 
S.  McBride,  professor  of  Old 
Testament  interpretation,  will 
join  Marmaduke  G.  Bayne, 
counselor  to  the  dean  of  the 
School  of  Foreign  Service, 
Georgetown  University,  and 
former  resident  of  Bahrain,  to 
lead  the  seminar.  The  seminar  is 
open  to  seminary  students, 
clergy,  and  all  interested  laity. 

Visits  to  Egypt,  the  Holy 
Land,  and  Jordan  will  expose 
participants  to  spectacular  sights 
and  sounds  of  historic  cities  of 
the  past  and  modern  cultures  of 
today.  Through  study  and  con- 
versation with  religious  leaders, 
participants  will  examine  con- 


Tour  leaders  McBride,  Towner,  and  Bayne  plan  a  May  travel 

seminar  to  the  Middle  East. 


temporary  expressions  of  Islam, 
Judaism,  and  Christianity  in  the 
very  lands  in  which  they  arose. 
They  also  will  question  political 
leaders  about  the  quest  for  peace 
in  this  troubled  region. 

In  addition  to  studying  the  ar- 
chaeology and  history  of  the  an- 
cient cultures  chronicled  in  the 
Bible,  participants  will  tour 
Egyptian  pyramids  and  temples 


along  the  Nile,  as  well  as 
museums,  mosques,  and 
bazaars.  They  will  have  time  to 
swim  and  snorkel  in  the  Gulf  of 
Aqaba  and  a  day  to  explore  the 
city  of  Petra,  fabulous  capital  of 
an  ancient  Arab  culture. 

For  detailed  information 
about  the  seminar,  please  contact 
Towner  at  the  seminary,  (804) 
355-0671. 


Students  elect  SGA  representatives 


Students  recently  elected 
representatives  to  Union 
Seminary's  Student  Government 
Association  for  the  1988-89 
academic  year.  Representatives 
were  chosen  from  each  grade 
level,  the  graduate  degree  pro- 
gram, and  the  spouses  of  semi- 
narians. 

William  B.  Sweetser  Jr.,  a 
native  of  Jacksonville,  Fla.,  was 


elected  president.  James  H.  Flad- 
land,  from  Grafton,  Iowa,  repre- 
sents the  graduate  degree  pro- 
gram; and  Wanda  Keegan,  wife 
of  seminarian  James  E.  Keegan 
of  Nitro,  W.  Va.,  represents  the 
seminary  spouses. 

Third-level  representatives  in- 
clude Duncan  M.  Borland,  Wil- 
liamsburg, Va.;  H.  Pride  Car- 
son, Columbia,  S.C.;  and  Kim 


A.  Kingshill,  Richmond,  Va. 

Second-level  representatives 
are  Michael  B.  Compton,  Alex- 
andria, Va.;  Robert  F.  Hinman, 
Burlington,  N.C.;  and  Carol 
Ann  Moore,  Clinton,  S.C. 

First-level  students  elected 
Karen  V.  Brown,  Baltimore, 
Md.;  Mary  Katherine  Miller, 
Alexandria,  Va.;  and  C.  Jona- 
than Sherrod,  Sanford,  N.C. 


UTS  caravan  visits  Norfolk  Presbytery  churches 


Students  and  faculty  from 
Union  Theological  Seminary  in 
Virginia  traveled  to  Norfolk 
Presbytery  on  Oct.  29  for  their 
fall  caravan.  Twice  a  year  semi- 
nary representatives  visit  one  of 
the  nearby  presbyteries  to  preach 
in  its  churches  and  to  meet  infor- 
mally with  its  ministers  and 
congregations. 

The  caravan  began  with  a  din- 
ner on  Saturday  night  at  First 
Church  in  Norfolk,  where  semi- 
nary representatives  met  mem- 


bers of  the  participating 
churches. 

Following  the  dinner,  Presi- 
dent T.  Hartley  Hall  IV  pre- 
sented a  program  highlighting 
the  seminary's  exchange  pro- 
gram with  West  Africa. 

This  program  enables  UTS 
students  and  faculty  to  study  in 
Ghana,  and  offers  Ghanaian  stu- 
dents and  faculty  the  opportunity 
to  attend  UTS  for  theological 
training. 


The  purpose  of  a  caravan  is  to 
celebrate  the  shared  partnership 
of  presbytery  and  seminary  in  the 
preparation  of  men  and  women 
for  ministry.  It  provides  churches 
and  pastors  an  opportunity  to 
hear  the  gospel  in  a  fresh  way 
and  to  share  their  faith.  It  also 
offers  to  men  and  women  pre- 
paring for  the  ministry  the  op- 
portunity to  experience  first- 
hand the  life  of  the  church  prior 
to  ordination. 


Panel  talk  on  Mid-East 
draws  interested  crowd 


"Love  of  God  and  How  It 
affects  Love  of  Neighbor" 
was  the  topic  of  a  lively  panel 
discussion  about  the  Middle 
East  which  drew  more  than  60 
persons  to  the  Union  Semi- 
nary campus  on  October  13. 
The  three-member  panel, 
composed  of  representatives 
from  Christian,  Jewish,  and 
Muslim  faiths,  was  moderated 
by  Vice-Admiral  Marmaduke 
G.  Bayne,  counselor  to  the 
dean  of  the  School  of  Foreign 
Service  of  Georgetown  Uni- 
versity. 

It  was  the  second  in  a  series 
of  discussions  which  the 
Hanover  Presbytery  Middle 
East  Committee  hopes  will 
serve  to  open  doors  of  com- 
munication between  the  three 
faiths  and  strengthen  the 
bonds  between  our  religious 
bodies  and  to  seek  amicable, 
humane,  and  reasonable  solu- 
tions for  the  Middle  East. 

Panelist  Avril  Makhlouf, 
former  minister  of  religious 
education  in  the  Catholic 
Diocese  of  Richmond  and 
now  on  the  staff  of  Richmond 
Hill  Ecumenical  Center, 
represented  the  Christian 
position.  Citing  the  parable  of 
the  Good  Samaritan,  she  re- 
flected that  Jesus  identified 
not  only  with  the  Samaritan 
and  the  victim,  but  with  the 
robbers  as  well.  We  likewise, 
she  concluded,  must  relate  to 
others  whose  values  and  be- 
liefs we  don't  share  but  who 
nonetheless  are  our  neighbors. 

"God  creates,  he  doesn't 
mend,"  Makhlouf  said.  "Our 
solutions  too  need  to  be 
creative."  She  said  she  had 
worked  in  many  social-service 
organizations  and  had  ap- 
proached problem  areas  from 
a  variety  of  different  direc- 
tions, but  affirmed  the  value 
of  prayer  to  transform  those 
who  truly  seek,  on  a  deep 
level,  to  heal  broken  relation- 


ships. 

Rabbi  Jack  Spiro,  rabbi  of 
Congregation  Beth  Ahabah, 
made  it  clear  from  the  outset 
that  he  would  have  great  dif- 
ficulty separating  historical 
and  political  realities  from  the 
Jewish  religious  tradition. 
Pointing  out  that  the  Israeli- 
Palestinian  conflict  is  a  cen- 
tury old,  he  sees  Israel  today 
as  an  alien  entity  in  the 
Palestinian  state,  an  entity 
which  must  seek  peace 
through  military  strength. 

Spiro  deplored  the  tactics  of 
the  Shamir  government, 
whose  "iron  fist"  policy  at- 
tempts to  balance  an  extreme 
right  effort;  and  he  admitted 
that  Shamir's  stance  is  alien- 
ating some  of  the  Jewish  com- 
munity. Spiro  agreed  with  the 
prophet  Jeremiah  that  we 
should  pray  for  the  peace  of 
the  community,  for  in  it  we 
will  find  peace. 

Ibrahim  Abu-Rabi,  pro- 
fessor in  the  department  of 
religious  studies  at  Virginia 
Commonwealth  University, 
represented  the  150  million 
Arabs  in  the  Islamic  tradition. 
He  cited  the  cultural  effects  of 
Western  colonization  on  the 
Islamic  religion  which  have 
caused  "tension  between  the 
ideal  and  the  real,"  between 
"Islam  history  and  Islam 
religion."  He  said  that  Arabs 
see  their  destiny  as  a  divine 
mission  which  has  been  inter- 
rupted by  Israel  and  the 
Western  world. 

Panelists  acknowledged 
that  many  persons  are 
dedicated  to  seeking  peace 
and  building  bridges  amid 
conflict,  but  most  of  them  are 
private  individuals  of  good 
will  and  not  those  in  political 
power.  All  on  the  panel  felt 
the  frustration  of  translating 
that  love  and  good  will  into 
practical  means. 


Sprunt  series  to  probe  U.S.  Protestant  education  visions 


Robert  W.  Lynn,  senior  vice- 
president  of  Lilly  Endowment, 
Inc.,  will  deliver  the  1989  Sprunt 
Lectures  on  the  campus  of  Union 
Seminary  on  February  6-9,  1989. 
The  title  of  Lynn's  lecture  series 
is  "Visions  of  Church  and  Com- 
monwealth," an  overview  of  the 
past  150  years  of  American  Pro- 
testant education. 

During  the  four-day  event, 
Lynn  will  present  five  lectures 
that  encompass  the  visions  Pro- 
testants have  had  for  education 
within  the  church  and  in  the 
broader  community.  His  daily 
topics  carry  these  intriguing 
titles:  "A  Perplexing  Silence," 
"A  Tale  of  Two  Cities,"  "An 
Enduring  American  Dilemma," 
"Leaning  Into  the  Future,"  and 
"Is  the  Mainstream  Running 
Dry?"  Informal  sessions  have 
been  scheduled  following  the  lec- 
tures to  allow  participants  time 
for  questions  and  discussion. 

W.  Sibley  Towner,  UTS  pro- 


Robert  W.  Lynn, 
1989  Sprunt  Lecturer. 

fessor  of  biblical  interpretation, 
will  serve  as  preacher  for  the  lec- 
ture series.  Towner  is  a  graduate 
of  Yale  University.  He  taught  at 
Princeton  and  Yale  Universities 


and  at  Dubuque  Theological 
Seminary  before  coming  to 
Union  Seminary  in  1975.  He  has 
studied  in  Jerusalem  and  Ox- 
ford, England,  and  held  a  mis- 
sionary post  in  Lebanon. 

His  books  on  Daniel  and  How 
God  Deals  With  Evil  have  receiv- 
ed wide  acclaim.  His  sermon  en- 
titled "The  View  From  the 
Screened-in  Porch"  recently 
took  first  place  in  the  doc- 
trinal/theological category  of 
Best  Sermons  I,  published  by 
Harper  &  Row. 

Douglas  F.  Ottati,  assistant 
professor  of  theology  at  Union 
Seminary,  will  present  his  in- 
augural address  on  Wednesday 
evening.  Ottati  joined  the  UTS 
faculty  in  1977  after  teaching 
religion  and  ethics  at  King's  Col- 
lege in  Wilkes-Barre,  Pa.,  and 
Concordia  College  in  Moorhead, 
Minn.  His  publications  include 
works  on  Niebuhr  and 
Kaufmann. 


Dean  K.  Thompson,  senior 
pastor  of  the  Pasadena 
Presbyterian  Church  in 
Pasadena,  Cal.,  will  address 
alumni/ae  and  friends  at  the 
alumni/ae  Reunion  Luncheon  on 
Tuesday,  February  7.  Thompson 
received  his  B.D.,  Th.M.,  and 
Ph.D.  degrees  in  church  history 
from  Union  Theological  Semi- 
nary and  has  taught  at  Presby- 
terian seminaries  in  Austin,  Rich- 
mond, and  San  Francisco. 

His  recent  book,  Go 
Therefore,  commemorates  the 
150th  anniversary  of  Presby- 
terian involvement  in  interna- 
tional mission.  Thompson  cur- 
rently hosts  a  Protestant  show  on 
ethical  issues  televised  in  Los 
Angeles. 

David  Barrett,  noted  research 
analyst  and  missionary  with  the 
Church  of  England,  will  speak  at 
the  participants'  luncheon  on 
Wednesday,  February  8.  Hired 
by  the  Southern  Baptist  Foreign 


Mission  Board  in  1983  to  con- 
duct special  research  for 
evangelism,  Barrett  has  studied 
over  3,300  major  cities  world- 
wide to  determine  possible  mis- 
sion sites.  In  1982  he  edited  a 
World  Christian  Encyclopedia, 
chronicling  14  years  of  research 
in  212  countries. 

The  Sprunt  Lectures,  endow- 
ed in  191 1  by  Dr.  James  Sprunt, 
seek  to  bring  to  the  Union 
Seminary  campus  each  year  the 
world's  most  distinguished  and 
authoritative  scholars  to  discuss 
various  aspects  of  Christian 
thought  and  work.  There  is  no 
charge  for  the  lectures. 

All  alumni/ae  and  friends  of 
Union  Seminary  are  cordially  in- 
vited to  attend  any  or  all  of  the 
programs,  but  registration  is  re- 
quested. For  further  information 
and  registration  forms,  contact 
the  Office  of  Alumni/ae  and 
Church  Relations  at  the 
seminary,  (804)  355-0671. 
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Crisis  as  Opportunity: 
Challenges  in  the  Elijah  Stories 
Lesson  4,  December: 
The  Crisis  of  Ultimate  Loyalty 

Circle  Bible  Leaders  Study  Guide 


By  Carol  T.  (Pinky)  Bender) 

"Showdown"  time!  Shades  of  "High 
Noon"  with  cowboys  approaching  each 
other  down  the  dusty  street  in  the  middle 
of  a  town  in  the  wild  west!  Slowly,  slowly 
they  saunter  toward  one  another.  Slowly, 
slowly  they  place  their  hands  on  their 
guns,  each  daring  the  other  to  draw  first 
and  thereby  initiate  the  fatal  action! 

"Showdown"  time  has  arrived  for  Eli- 
jah, and  unlike  the  cowboys  of  the  west, 
Elijah  stands  alone  as  the  only  prophet 
of  Yahweh  in  the  contest.  Against  him  are 
the  450  prophets  of  Baal,  and  the  400  pro- 
phets of  Asherah,  a  consort  of  Baal  (I 
Kings  18:19).  As  A.  Graeme  Auld  in  his 
commentary  on  I  and  II  Kings  (The  Daily 
Study  Bible  Series,  Westminster,  1986) 
says,  "The  contest  on  Carmel  is  not,  as 
often  billed,  between  Elijah  and  the  pro- 
phets of  Baal:  it  is  between  his  Lord 
Yahweh  himself  and  Lord  Baal.  The  hu- 
mans are  involved  only  as  'Seconds.'  " 
As  the  passage  for  this  month  will  show, 
the  contest  is  a  showdown  to  the  death. 

Read  all  of  I  Kings  18 

As  you  prepare  to  teach  this  lesson, 
read  all  of  I  Kings  18  to  get  the  back- 
ground for  the  "feud"  that  brings  on  this 
confrontation.  Ahab  has  hunted  for  Eli- 
jah to  accuse  him  of  causing  the  drought. 
Elijah  is  quick  to  retort  that  it  is  he, 
Ahab,  because  he  allowed  his  wife,  Jeze- 
bel, to  worship  all  of  her  pagan  gods,  who 
has  caused  this  crisis.  Thus,  the  stage  is 
set  for  the  contest  on  Mount  Carmel. 

Try  to  find  an  Old  Testament  introduc- 
tory textbook.  The  one  recommended  on 
page  32  of  the  study  book  is  one  that  has 


been  used  as  a  college  text  for  years.  Your 
pastor  or  your  church  librarian  can  help 
you  find  a  copy.  Or  you  may  use  a  Bible 
dictionary  to  research  what  kind  of  wor- 
ship the  Israelites  found  when  they  came 
into  the  Promised  Land.  If  we  had  to 
describe  it  today,  we  could  say  that  the 
Canaanites  had  a  god/Baal  for  every  oc- 
casion! Think  about  how  radically  this 
differs  from  the  worship  of  one  God,  as 
the  Israelites  were  instructed  to  do. 

But,  before  you  condemn  God's  cove- 
nant people  too  harshly,  remember  that 
they  had  been  wanderers,  nomads,  for  all 
of  their  existence,  and  now  they  were  go- 
ing to  put  down  roots,  figuratively  as  well 
as  literally.  The  Canaanites  were  farmers, 
and  were  all  too  happy  to  help  their  new 
friends  with  their  farming  techniques... 
which  included  the  worship  of  Baals. 
Narrative  reading 

As  you  gather  for  your  circle  meeting, 
provide  Bibles  or  copies  of  I  Kings 
18:17-46  in  the  same  translation  for  use 
as  a  dramatic  reading.  This  is  an  excellent 
way  to  present  this  passage.  Ask  for  vol- 
unteers for  the  following  parts:  a  nar- 
rator, Elijah,  several  to  be  the  prophets 
of  Baal,  and  the  rest  of  your  group  to  be 
the  people.  (Notice  that  Ahab  has  nothing 
to  say  throughout  this  entire  sequence!) 
Begin  the  study  session  with  this  reading. 

Use  the  questions  in  the  study  book  by 
Dr.  Mary  Boney  Sheats,  or  consider  dis- 
cussing the  question,  "What  does  it  mean 
to  'go  limping  with  two  different  opin- 
ions'?" How  does  vacillating  affect  us  to- 
day in  the  church,  in  the  world,  and  in 
our  personal  lives?  You  may  also  want  to 
divide  your  group  in  half,  asking  one  part 


to  discuss  Luke  16:13,  and  the  other  to 
discuss  Matthew  6:33.  How  do  these  two 
verses  from  the  story  of  the  dishonest 
steward  and  from  the  Sermon  on  the 
Mount  speak  to  the  need  to  decide  as 
Joshua  24:15  states:  "Choose  this  day 
whom  you  will  serve... but  as  for  me  and 
my  house,  we  will  serve  the  Lord"?  In 
what  ways  are  we  challenged  to  decide? 
How  can  the  influences  of  "worldly" 
events  ultimately  undermine  the  influence 
of  the  church  in  our  lives? 

Ask  each  group  to  "report  back"  to  the 
entire  circle.  Continue  your  discussion 
with  the  questions  in  "Pause  and  Reflect" 
on  pages  30  and  31  in  the  study  book.  The 
topic  of  murder  is  certainly  brought  out 
in  this  study,  and  your  circle  may  want 
to  discuss  the  implications  of  this  in  I 
Kings  18:40,  centering  your  thoughts  on 
Question  #4. 

Yahweh  wins! 

Yahweh  has  won  the  contest!  Elijah 
hears  the  people  acknowledge  that  "The 
Lord,  he  is  God;  the  Lord,  he  is  God," 
and  in  the  ultimate  of  exaggeration,  he 
tells  Ahab,  "Go  eat  and  drink,  for  there 
is  a  sound  of  the  rushing  of  rain"!  In 
reality,  Elijah  and  his  servant  had  to  hunt 
for  "a  little  cloud  like  a  man's  hand"! 
When  was  the  last  time  you  told  someone 
of  "the  sound  of  rushing  rain"  when  nary 
a  cloud  was  in  sight?  When  was  the  last 
time  your  faith  was  so  strong  that  you 
could  "count  on  God"  like  Elijah  did? 
One  writer  has  said  that  this  is  a  case  of 
"I  know  that  I  know  that  I  know!"  Ask 
your  group  if  they  can  share  personal  ex- 
amples of  this  "knowing." 


Dr.  Sheats  says,  "This  story  of  Elijah's 
contest  with  the  prophets... is  the  water- 
shed of  the  Elijah  narratives.  In  it  is 
focused  the  most  important  fact  of  the 
prophet's  life  and  message:  that  there  is 
One  who  deserves  —  and  demands  —  ul- 
timate loyalty." 

If  this  is  true  in  the  life  of  Elijah,  how 
is  this  decision  of  ultimate  loyalty  also 
true  in  our  own  lives?  How  do  we  make 
the  decision  to  serve  God  or  the  world/ 
mammon?  How  do  we  really  seek  first 
the  kingdom  of  God?  What  changes 
should  we  make  in  our  day-to-day  living? 
What  changes  are  we  willing  to  make  as 
we  try  to  grow  toward  maturity  in  the 
Christian  faith?  Are  there  some  things  in 
our  lives  that  take  time  away  from  God? 
(Not  "bad"  things,  but  things  that  keep 
us  from  putting  God  and  the  worship  of 
God  as  our  first  priority.) 

Close  your  time  together  by  singing,  or 
meditating  on  the  words  to  the  hymn, 
"Have  Thine  Own  Way,  Lord."  If  there 
are  those  who  are  willing  to  share,  ask 
people  to  respond  to  the  statement,  "In 
order  to  put  God  first,  I  will  choose 

between    and   "  i.e. 

playing  golf  on  Thursdays  or  attending  a 
Bible  study,  sleeping  in  on  Sundays  or  at- 
tending Sunday  School  and  worship, 
reading  the  latest  best  seller  or  spending 
the  same  amount  of  time  reading  the 
Bible. 

The  question  of  ultimate  loyalty  is  a 
very  personal  question  and  can  only  be 
answered  by  each  individual.  This  session 
is  designed  to  initiate,  stimulate,  and  nur- 
ture the  thought  processes  for  making  the 
decision  to  "seek  first  God's  kingdom." 

The  Rev.  Carol  T.  (Pinky)  Bender  of 
Charlotte,  N.C.,  is  the  pastor  ofMcQuay 
Church. 


Overture  seeks  way  for  elders  to 
withdraw  ordination  vows  uncensured 


The  Presbytery  of  Arkansas 
has  sent  an  overture  to  the 
General  Assembly  asking  that 
The  Book  of  Order  be  changed 
so  an  elder  can  lay  aside  his  or 
her  ordination  because  of  a 
change  in  conviction. 

The  overture  asks  that  a  new 
ordination  question  be  inserted 
into  the  Form  of  Government, 
G.  14.0207,  between  present 
items  "c"  and  "d"  to  read: 

"Do  you  promise  that  if  at  any 
time  you  can  no  longer  accept  the 
rule  of  Christ  or  the  authority  of 
Scripture  or  the  guidance  of  the 
Reformed  faith  as  expressed  in 
the  Confessions  of  our  Church  in 
their  essentials,  you  will  on  your 
own  initiative  make  known  to  the 
Session  the  change  which  has 
taken  place  in  your  convictions 
since  the  assumption  of  these  or- 
dination vows?" 

The  overture  would  also  add 
to  the  Rules  of  Discipline, 


D.  10.000,  a  paragraph  to  follow 
paragraph  "5"  to  read: 

"When  an  elder  or  deacon  act- 
ing honestly  and  in  good  faith 
reports  to  the  Session  a  change 
in  his  or  her  theological  belief 
making  their  ordained  status 
untenable  to  their  conscience,  the 
Session  shall  divest  them  of  their 
ordained  office  without  censure. 
This  action  shall  be  followed  by 
intercessory  prayer  to  Almighty 
God." 

The  Rev.  Wirt  Skinner,  pastor 
of  Grace  Church  in  Little  Rock, 
said  the  overture  was  prompted 
by  the  request  of  an  inactive  elder 
in  that  church  to  be  released 
from  his  ordination. 

"As  I  looked  through  The 
Book  of  Order,  I  found  no  pro- 
vision for  conscientious  laying 
aside  of  ordination  without  be- 
ing subjected  to  judicial  process 
and  public  censure,"  explained 
Skinner. 


1988  Christmas  Offering 
■    Joy  Gift 


Care  for  retired  Church 
servants  and  their  families 

Educational  opportunities 
for  racial  ethnic  students 


Make  a  generous  response 


The  Book  of  Church  Order  of 
the  old  Presbyterian  Church 
U.S.  had  a  provision  for  consci- 
entious laying  aside  of  ordina- 
tion, but  there  is  no  similar  pro- 
vision in  the  present  Book  of 
Order  of  the  PCUSA. 

The  session  of  Grace  Church, 
feeling  that  a  person  acting  out 
of  good  faith  and  honesty  should 
not  be  held  up  to  public  censure, 
proposed  the  overture  which  now 
goes  to  the  General  Assembly. 

Commented  Skinner,  "We  all 
know  and  love  this  man  and  he 
was  simply  seeking  to  keep  his 
ordination  vows.  We  do  not 
believe  that  censure  is  war- 
ranted." 


PresbyTel  adds  staff 

PresbyTel's  staff  of  telephone 
consultants  has  increased  from 
four  persons  to  10.  PresbyTel  is 
the  Church's  information  service 
"800'  line. 

The  line  gives  referrals  and 
general  information.  The 
number  is  1-800-UP2DATE. 


FREE  ESTIMATES 


Stained  Gla«s  Installations 
Stained  Glass  Restoration 
Custom  Aluminum  Frames 
Fftief glass  Uaptisiries  &  Steeples 

Nv4  V 


AUTHORS  WANTED  BY 
NEW  YORK  PUBLISHER 

Leading  subsidy  book  publisher  seeks  manuscripts 
of  all  types:  fiction,  non-fiction,  poetry,  scholarly 
and  juvenile  works,  etc.  New  authors  welcomed 
Sena  for  free,  illustrated  40-page  brochure  H- 101 
Vantage  Press,  516  W.  34  St.,  New  York.  N  Y.  10001 


ADDA-PAD 
PEW  UPHOLSTERING 

REVERSIBLE  CUSHIONS 
PEW  REFINISHING 

Our  installers  have  upholstered  over  1.000 
churches  1 5  year  wear  warranty.  We  can  upholster 
your  pews  on  site  for  less  than  loose  cushions' 
Call  us  tor  a  FREE  estimate 


FIBERGLASS  BAPTISTRIES 

^STEEPLES — CROSSES  ■ 
WATER  HEATERS 


/■"OWL  TOLL  FBEEN  J 
^    1-SOO-231-603S  y  | 


LITTLE  GIANT  MANUFACTURING  CO.,  INC. 
Dept.  61  /  Box  518  /  Orange,  Texas  77630 
IN  TEXAS:  (409)  883-4246 


%  tch  Interiors  Inc. 

-        CHURCH  FUBNI'UHE  &  STAINED  GLASS 

-HI—I 

800  Eastchester  Dr.  •  P  O  Box  5346 
High  Point.  NC  27262-5346 
NC  1  (800)  922-6432  TOLL  FREE 


T  &  STAINED  GLASS 
►MFANY,  INC. 


P.O.  Box  67 
Harnony,  J)C  28634 


Phone 
(704)  546-2687 
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Dr.  Alfred  Thomas 


Al  Thomas 
presbytery 

By  Betty  Berghaus 

At  its  third  assembly  meeting 
on  October  27,  the  Presbytery  of 
New  Hope  approved  the  call  of 
Alfred  Thomas  as  its  executive 
presbyter  and  stated  clerk. 
Thomas  has  been  serving  as  the 
executive  presbyter  and  stated 
clerk  of  Orange  Presbytery  since 
1983. 

Thomas  came  to  Orange  Pres- 
bytery from  a  position  as  direc- 
tor of  the  Career  and  Personal 
Counseling  Service  for  the  Synod 
of  North  Carolina,  housed  at  St. 
Andrews  Presbyterian  College  in 
Laurinburg.  He  had  previously 
served  several  churches  in  North 
Carolina  and  as  a  Presbyterian 
chaplain  to  state  and  federal  in- 
stitutions at  Butner. 

Since  coming  to  Orange  Pres- 
bytery in  1983,  Thomas  has  ably 
served  as  executive,  staff  direc- 
tor, and  stated  clerk.  This  has  in- 
cluded the  supervision  of  13  staff 
members  and  the  administration 
of  a  budget  of  over  one  million 


is  new 
executive 

dollars.  He  has  guided  Orange 
Presbytery  through  long-range 
planning  and  a  determination  of 
priorities,  as  well  as  a  reorganiza- 
tion of  its  governing  structure. 

He  has  well  represented  the 
presbytery  at  denominational 
assemblies  and  functions,  and 
has  also  worked  on  ecumenical 
relations  within  the  area.  His 
deep  knowledge  of  Presbyterian 
polity  and  practice  has  served  the 
presbytery  well  over  the  last  five 
years,  and  his  background  in 
counseling  has  shown  itself  in  his 
genuine  concern  and  care  for  the 
ministers  and  staff  and  members 
of  the  churches  of  Orange  Pres- 
bytery. 

Thomas's  selection  as  ex- 
ecutive presbyter  should  prove 
helpful  through  the  transition,  as 
he  continues  in  his  office  for 
Orange  Presbytery  until  Decem- 
ber 3 1 ,  and  starts  his  duties  as  ex- 
ecutive presbyter  for  the 
Presbytery  of  New  Hope  on 
January  1. 


St.  Paul  Church  joins  in 
'celebrating  journey' 


Assembly  moderator 
as  Orange  holds  last 


The  last  stated  meeting  of 
Orange  Prebytery  was  held  on 
a  crisp,  bright  autumn  day  at 
the  Hawfields  Church  in 
Mebane,  the  same  church 
where  the  presbytery  held  its 
first  stated  meeting  on  the  first 
Wednesday  of  September  in 
1770.  Three  hundred  ninety- 
one  people  were  in  attend- 
ance, representing  91  of 
Orange  Presbytery's  127 
churches.  The  meeting  open- 
ed with  a  special  worship  ser- 
vice with  Kenneth  Hall,  the 
moderator  of  the  General 
Assembly  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church  (U.S.A.),  preaching. 

Business  transacted  at  the 
meeting  dealt  with  the  division 
of  assets  after  Orange  Presby- 
tery ceases  to  be  as  of 
December  3 1 .  The  approval  of 
assets  being  divided  on  a  basis 
of  40  percent  going  to  Salem 
Presbytery  and  60  percent  to 
the  Presbytery  of  New  Hope 
was  adopted  in  regard  to  all 
undesignated  capital  funds. 
The  rationale  of  the  40-60 
division  has  to  do  with 
equalizing  all  assets  coming 
into  the  new  presbyteries  from 
the  antecedent  presbyteries. 

In  other  business  during  the 
meeting,  a  retirement  service 
was  held  for  three  ministers, 
Lawrence  Avent  (Jamestown 
Church),  William  Bennett 
(Trinity  Avenue  Church  in 


Durham),  and  Jerry  C. 
McCann  (St.  Paul  Church  in 
Greensboro).  Nine  ministers 
were  received  into  the  pres- 
bytery at  this  historic  meeting. 

They  are:  Jerold  D.  Shetler, 
pastor  of  First  Church, 
Greensboro;  W.  Russell  Ward 
Jr.,  pastor  of  First  Church, 
Asheboro;  William  D.  Car- 
mines, pastor  of  Siler  City 
Church;  Donald  Ray  McNair, 
pastor  of  Milner  Memorial 
Church  in  Raleigh;  Thomas  F. 
Pickering,  associate  pastor  at 
Hudson  Memorial  Church  in 
Raleigh;  James  W.  White  Jr., 
pastor  of  St.  Giles  Church  in 
Raleigh;  Paul  S.  Ryoo, 
organizing  pastor  of  the 
Korean  Congregation  in 
Greensboro;  and  John  G. 
Truitt  Jr.  and  David  B. 
Greene  as  Active  Members. 

Craig  B.  Holladay  was  also 
received,  to  be  ordained  and 
installed  as  an  associate  pas- 
tor at  St.  Andrews  Church  in 
Raleigh. 

Certificates  were  presented 
to  three  ministers  in  recogni- 
tion of  their  ordination  anni- 
versaries: Robert  S.  Wells,  for 
25  years  in  ministry;  James 
Eller  (Alamance  Church)  for 
25  years  in  ministry;  and  Nor- 
ris  Fellows,  for  40  years  in 
ministry. 

At  a  special  closing  worship 
service,   John  Kuykendall, 


preaches 
meeting 

president  of  Davidson  Col- 
lege, preached,  and  the  Lord's 
Supper  was  celebrated.  Al 
Thomas,  executive  presbyter 
and  stated  clerk  of  Orange 
Presbytery,  concluded  the 
meeting  with  the  following 
benediction,  which  the  Coun- 
cil of  Orange  Presbytery  re- 
quested be  published  for  all 
members  of  the  presbytery: 

"Go  now  into  this  good  day 
—  confident  that  these  218 
years  we  bring  to  a  close  are 
but  prologue  to  untold  possi- 
bilities of  witness  in  our  new 
presbyteries; 

Go  now  into  this  good 
night  —  guided  by  the  Light 
by  which  you  have  walked, 
lo,  these  many  years; 

Go  now  into  this  good  to- 
morrow —  knowing  that 
even  as  some  go  east,  some 
go  west,  there  is  no  east  or 
west  in  Christ;  and  we  con- 
tinue in  community  even  as 
we  form  new  and  different 
presbyteries. 

And  now  may  God,  who 
has  called  us  to  be  Orange 
Presbytery  and  who  now 
calls  us  to  lay  it  down,  lead 
us  on  a  new  pilgrimage  from 
Salem  to  New  Hope,  from  the 
peace  which  truly  passes 
understanding  to  the  hope 
we  have  in  Jesus  Christ. 

And  now  let  all  God's  peo- 
ple say,  AMEN." 


In  this  year  of  the  200th  an- 
niversary of  the  Presbyterian 
Church,  many  of  our  churches 
are  joining  in  to  "Celebrate  the 
Journey."  One  church  joining  in 
this  journey  is  the  St.  Paul 
Church  in  Greensboro. 

Pictured  above,  retired 
educator  Louise  Roberts  has 
donned  a  custom-made  colonial 
dress  for  children's  sermons  on 
the  history  of  our  Presbyterian 
Church  since  mid- June.  She  has 
taught  using  the  Mission  Year- 
book, the  Bicentennial  Hymn, 
and  litanies  and  other  infor- 


mation from  the  Presbyterian 
worship  service. 

Pictured  with  Louise  above  are 
some  of  the  children  of  the  St. 
Paul  congregation: 

Left  to  right,  front  row: 
Christopher  Slaughter,  Andy 
Pender,  Steven  Pender,  Ashley 
Finison,  Ashley  Burr,  and 
Michael  Murray;  second  row: 
Jonathon  Slaughter,  Daniel 
Humble,  Matthew  Prince,  Rich- 
ard Powell,  Katie  Prince,  Mrs. 
Roberts,  Angela  Bunn,  Shannon 
Knight,  and  Tiffany  Bunn. 


New  Hope 
picks 

Rocky  Mount 
for  office 

At  its  third  assembly  on 
Thursday,  October  27,  the 
Presbytery  of  New  Hope 
made  a  decision  on  the  lo- 
cation of  its  office.  After 
much  discussion,  the  Assem- 
bly voted  to  concur  with  the 
recommendation  of  the  Office 
Location  and  Name  Commit- 
tee to  put  the  new  presbytery's 
office  in  Rocky  Mount. 

As  the  committee  reported, 
other  possibilities  considered 
were:  Tarboro,  Raleigh,  Wil- 
son, and  Wendell,  and  the 
possibility  of  two  offices  in 
the  west  and  east  ends  of  the 
new  presbytery. 

Rocky  Mount  offers  a  cen- 
tral location  for  the  whole 
presbytery,  and  has  good  ac- 
cess via  major  highways  and 
Interstate  95,  and  was  chosen 
to  represent  a  compromise  be- 
tween the  demographic  and 
geographic  centers,  as  well  as 
to  promote  a  "spirit  of  coop- 
eration between  people  who 
understand  that  everyone's 
time  is  valuable  and  every  in- 
dividual's gifts  are  impor- 
tant." It  was  also  noted  that 
the  Presbyterian  churches  in 
Rocky  Mount  have  pledged 
the  sum  of  $18,000  for  the 
purpose  of  setting  up  this  of- 
fice. 


Midwinter 
educators' 
retreat  planned 

An  exciting  retreat  is  planned 
for  educators  of  the  new 
Prebytery  of  New  Hope  and 
Salem  Presbytery  in  mid- 
January.  Dr.  Richard  Osmer, 
assistant  professor  of  Christian 
Education  at  Union  Theological 
Seminary  in  Virginia,  will  lead 
the  educators  in  the  theme  of 
"We  Have  This  Ministry!"  on 
January  18-19  at  Camp  New 
Hope.  This  will  be  a  time  for  the 
educators  to  get  to  know  one 
another  and  to  work  on  creating 
support  systems  for  the  new  pres- 
byteries, as  well  as  to  talk  about 
and  work  on  personal  faith  de- 
velopment resources  and  strat- 
egies. 

"Registration  will  begin  at 
10:00  a.m.  on  Wednesday,  Janu- 
ary 18,  and  the  first  activity  of 
the  event  will  be  one  of  Camp 
New  Hope's  delicious  and 
bounteous  lunches  at  12:00 
noon,"  a  presbytery  represen- 
tative said.  The  retreat  will  con- 
clude after  lunch  on  Thursday, 
January  19,  and  will  include 
work  sessions,  prayer,  and  wor- 
ship. 

Cost  is  $30.00,  which  will  in- 
clude all  meals  and  sleeping  ac- 
commodations in  the  newly  reno- 
vated sleeping  facilities  at  the 
camp,  which  are  now  carpeted 
and  winterized  and  have  three- 
quarter  sized  beds. 

Members  of  the  planning  team 
for  the  retreat  are:  Martha 
Stevenson,  Raleigh;  Leslie 
McLeod,   Greensboro;  Patsy 


Dr.  Richard  Osmer 


Verreault,  Greenville;  Gertrude 
Bullock,  Henderson;  Nancy 
Hardman,  Goldsboro;  Delores 
Spielman,  Mooresville;  and 
Walter  Smith,  Barium  Springs. 

AH  educators  are  encouraged 
to  put  this  event  on  their  cal- 
endars, and  to  send  their  regis- 
tration to  the  presbytery  office, 
P.O.  Box  2874,  Durham,  N.C. 
27705,  by  January  13. 

G.A.  staff  added 

LOUISVILLE,  Ky.  —  The 
Rev.  Frances  (Frank)  M.  Perrin 
and  Donna  Cook  were  con- 
firmed as  new  additions  to  the 
Church  Vocations  Ministry  Unit 
staff  October  15. 

Perrin  began  work  as  associate 
for  services  and  development  of 
governing  body  staff.  Cook  was 
appointed  associate  for  certifica- 
tion and  accreditation  of  Chris- 
tian educators. 
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Presbyterians 
suffer  from 
tornadoes 

No  churches 
damaged,  but 
people  affected 

By  Robert  Milks 
Editor 

Although  no  Presbyterian 
churches  in  Raleigh,  N.C.,  were 
damaged  in  the  tornadoes  that 
swept  through  the  city  in  the 
early  morning  of  Nov.  28,  the 
congregations  did  not  emerge 
unscathed.  St.  Andrews  Church 
was  probably  the  hardest  hit; 
one  of  two  children  who  were 
killed,  Edwin  (Pete)  Fulghum, 
12,  attended  St.  Andrews  with 
his  family.  In  addition,  the 
tornadoes  swept  through  near 
the  church,  uprooting  65  to  70 
trees  on  its  grounds,  said  the 
Rev.  Robert  Walkup,  pastor. 

"It  was  pretty  much  in  the 
path  of  it,"  said  Orange  Presb- 
ytery Executive  Alfred  Thomas. 
He  said  that  the  Rev.  David 
Vellenga,  pastor  of  the  Butner 
Church,  lost  his  home,  and  a  tree 
fell  on  the  house  of  the  Rev. 
Wadih  Antoun,  parish  associate 
at  the  North  Raleigh  Church, 
causing  damage. 

Walkup  said  two  families  in 
his  church  had  their  houses 
destroyed,  while  many  others 
had  trees  fall  on  their  houses. 

"We've  had  hundreds  of  calls 
here  in  the  church,  and  at  home," 
he  said.  "So  many  people  are 
caring  and  offering,  'What  can 
we  do?'  The  love  and  compas- 
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Council  asks  Massanetta 
board  to  delay  action 


St.  Andrews  Church  in  Raleigh  lost  65  to  70  trees  in  the 
tornadoes  that  struck  the  area  in  late  November.  The  building 
itself  was  not  damaged.  Brush  littered  the  grounds. 


sion  shown  is  more  overwhelm- 
ing than  the  devastation  of  the 
storm. 

"This  has  given  our  entire 
family  a  spiritual  perception  of 
renewal.  We  don't  take  anything 
for  granted  anymore — smiles 
goodnight,  saying  'I  love  you.'  " 


The  Rev.  Timothy  Bird,  pas- 
tor of  North  Raleigh  Church, 
said  the  church's  clerk  of  session 
lost  his  house  and  both  cars. 
Four  or  five  others  lost  cars  or 
suffered  damage  to  houses. 

See  TORNADOES,  Page  7 


Agreement  reached  on 
Richmond  office  site 


The  Offices  of  the  Synod  of 
the  Mid-Alantic  will  be  adjacent 
to  Union  Seminary  in  Rich- 
mond, the  Synod  Council 
decided  at  its  organizational 
meeting.  The  Council  approved 
an  agreement  with  the  seminary 
which  settled  the  matter. 

The  synod  at  its  first  meeting 
last  winter  voted  to  move  into 
the  Richmond  site  if  the  synod 
could  reach  a  suitable  agreement 
with  the  seminary;  negotiations, 
however,  ran  into  difficulties, 
and  the  synod  at  its  second 
meeting  directed  its  negotiators 
to  work  out  an  acceptable  agree- 
ment by  the  Council  meeting  or 
else  move  the  office  into  the 
synod's  Raleigh  building  instead. 
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The  chair  of  the  synod's  ne- 
gotiating team,  the  Rev.  John 
Wimberly,  told  the  Council  that 
the  seminary's  trustees  had 
unanimously  approved  the 
agreement,  which  calls  for  the 
seminary  to  sell  the  property  to 
the  synod  for  $1.  A  big  concern 
at  both  synod  assemblies  had 
been  that  the  synod  would  put 
money  into  renovating  a  build- 
ing it  would  not  own,  Wimberly 
said;  this  agreement  answers  that 
concern,  he  said. 

In  addition,  since  the  synod 
does  not  yet  have  trustees,  it  can 
not  take  out  a  loan,  to  finance 
renovations  of  the  building. 
"This  is  a  big-time  problem," 
Wimberly  said. 

"The  seminary  agreed  to  put 
the  money  up  front,  and  pay  for 
the  thing,  and  well  pay  them 
back."  Ultimately,  the  estimated 
cost  to  the  synod  for  renovations 
will  be  $350,000,  while  the 
seminary  will  pay  an  estimated 
$100,000. 

The  synod's  offices  will  all  be 
on  the  first  floor,  while  the  semi- 
nary will  have  use  of  the  second 
floor,  thus  its  share  of  the  reno- 

See  RICHMOND,  Page  7 


The  Synod  Council  at  its 
organizational  meeting  voted  to 
request  the  Board  of  Trustees  of 
Massanetta  Springs  Conference 
Center  to  withhold  further 
action  on  the  sale  of  the  property 
until  the  synod  and  board  can 
confer  further  on  the  matter,  and 
it  voted  to  appoint  a  group  to 
investigate  the  decision  to  close 
the  facility  and  report  back 
within  90  days. 

The  board's  executive  com- 
mittee agreed  not  to  sell  the 
property  for  90  days.  The  com- 
mittee attended  the  meeting  and 
several  members  spoke;  they 
asked  the  Council  to  consult 
with  the  board,  including  exa- 
mining financial  data  that  the 
group  said  led  to  the  decision  to 
close  the  center. 

The  board  voted  in  November 
to  close  Massanetta  Springs  and 
sell  the  property.  It  cited  the  cost 
of  renovating  the  facility  as  the 
reason.  The  decision  has  created 
great  controversy  within  the 
synod.  The  session  of  First 


Church  of  Winchester,  Va.,  for 
example,  passed  a  resolution 
asking  the  board  to  rescind  its 
action  until  "all  parties  con- 
cerned may  be  heard,  proposals 
made,  and  possible  solutions 
offered." 

The  synod's  Educational  Min- 
istries Committee  brought  a 
recommendation  to  the  Council 
that  it  ask  the  Board  of  Trustees 
to  withhold  further  action  on  the 
disposition  of  the  property  "until 
there  can  be  further  action 
between  the  Synod  and  the 
Board"  and  that  the  synod  have 
attorneys  investigate  its  relation- 
ship to  the  ownership  of  the 
property. 

Whether  the  board  has 
authority  on  its  own  to  close  the 
conference  center  and  sell  the 
property,  or  whether  it  must 
clear  such  acts  with  the  synod, 
has  been  in  dispute  between 
supporters  and  opponents  of  the 
board's  decision. 

See  GROUP,  Page  7 


Jenkins  undergoes 
bypass  surgery 


Synod  Executive  Carroll  Jen- 
kins underwent  unanticipated 
heart  bypass  surgery  the  week 
before  Christmas  and  will  be  un- 
able to  work  for  six  to  eight 
weeks.  The  surgery  caused  the 
postponement  of  Jenkins's  in- 
stallation service,  which  had 
been  planned  for  Jan.  15.  The 
rescheduled  date  for  the  service 
has  not  been  set. 

Also  because  of  the  surgery, 
Transitional  Executive  Director 
Lowelle  Simms  said  that  at  Jen- 
kin's  request,  he  would  remain 
as  interim  executive  until  Jen- 
kins returns  to  work.  Simms  had 
been  scheduled  to  end  his  work 
with  the  synod  Jan.  15 

Jenkins  said  earlier  that  his 
installation  would  be  the  new 
synod's  first  official  event  cele- 
brating its  existence.  "It  will  be 
the  celebration  of  the  beginning 
of  active  life  of  the  new  synod," 
he  said.  The  synod's  new  Council 
and  program  committees  just 
recently  organized  and  began 
their  work. 


Rev.  Carroll  Jenkins 

The  installation  service  will  be 
a  worship  service,  with  partic- 
ipants from  across  the  synod. 

Simms  said  that  anyone  wish- 
ing to  send  best  wishes  to  Jen- 
kins after  his  surgery  should 
write  to  his  home  address,  711 
W.  20th  St.,  Wilmington,  Del. 
19802. 


Church  aids  Armenian 
earthquake  victims 


The  Presbyterian  Church 
(U.S.A.)  has  sent  $50,000  to  aid 
victims  of  the  Armenian  earth- 
quake. The  money  comes  from 
the  One  Great  Hour  of  Sharing 
offering  and  through  the 
church's  World  Service  Pro- 
gram; it  went  to  Church  World 
Service,  which  wants  to  raise  $1 
million  to  help  Armenians. 

The  Presbyterian  money 
helped  CWS  ship  medical  supp- 
lies, blankets,  and  clothing, 
which  were  already  on  hand.  The 
first  planeload  left  Washington 


on  Dec.  16.  CWS  is  asking  not 
for  donations  of  clothing  or 
other  materials,  but  for  funds  for 
transporation;  other  funds  will 
go  to  long-term  recovery. 

The  General  Assembly  has 
sent  an  emergency  relief  alert  to 
all  its  congregations,  asking 
them  to  respond  to  the  disaster. 

The  World  Council  of 
Churches  has  sent  a  team  to 
Armenia  to  begin  planning  long- 
term  recovery  with  !c 

See  R'  age  7 
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Pickard  chosen  as  synod's 
associate  exec  for  finance 


Mills  Kirkpatrick  Dorothy  Kirkpatrick 

Book,  newsletter  win 
special  history  award 


The  Synod  Council  has 
elected  the  Rev.  Joseph  Pickard 
as  the  synod's  associate  execu- 
tive for  finance  and  treasurer. 
The  Council  voted  to  call  Pick- 
ard at  its  organizational  meet- 
ing Dec.  10. 

Pickard  is  associate  general 
presbyter  for  business  affairs, 
treasurer,  and  associate  stated 
clerk  with  Concord  Presbytery, 
where  he  has  served  since  1974. 
He  served  on  the  synod's  Tran- 
sitional Finance  Committee  in 
1988  and  on  the  Structural 
Design  and  Staffing  Rationale 
Committee  in  1987-88.  He  has 
also  served  on  the  General 
Assembly's  Pension  Board. 
Pickard  also  served  as  chair  of 
the  old  Synod  of  North  Caro- 
lina's Coordinating  Council's 
finance  committee. 

The  Rev.  Lloyd  Green,  chair 
of  the  synod's  Staff  Search  and 
Nominating  Committee,  nomi- 
nated Pickard  as  the  committee's 
choice  at  the  Council  meeting. 


The  Presbyterian  Home  Inc., 
with  programs  at  Lynchburg, 
Va.,  and  Zuni,  Va.,  will  have  a 
new  name  as  of  Jan.  1:  Presby- 
terian Home  and  Family  Servi- 
ces, Inc.  The  Home's  Board  of 
Directors  approved  the  change 
in  May,  the  synod  in  October. 

The  current  name  took  effect 
in  1972,  replacing  the  original 
Presbyterian  Orphans'  Home, 
dating  from  1902.  In  the  early 
decades  of  the  century,  the  in- 
stitution cared  mostly  for  or- 
phans. By  1972,  that  focus  had 
changed;  in  addition,  the  Zuni 
Training  Center  for  mentally  re- 
tarded children  opened  in  1967. 

The  Home's  programs  include 
the  Zuni  program  and  the 
Lynchburg  campus  serving 
children  and  their  families,  with 
room,  board,  and  schooling  for 
children;  a  hospitality  program 
offering  room  and  board  to 
parents  of  children  hospitalized 


Rev.  Joseph  Pickard 


Synod  Executive  Carroll  Jen- 
kins said  Pickard  would  start 
effective  Jan.  1  but  would  be 
phased  in  on  a  part-time  basis 
while  he  helped  close  out  Con- 
cord Presbytery's  finances.  Con- 
cord goes  out  of  existence  at  the 
end  of  1988. 

The  associate  for  finance  is 


in  the  neonatal  unit  at  Lynch- 
burg's Virginia  Baptist  Hospital; 
an  advanced  aftercare  program 
for  children  who  leave  the  resi- 
dential program  and  their  fam- 
ilies; a  transition-to-indepen- 
dence program  for  those  from 
18  to  22;  and  community-based 
training  and  work  programs  for 
the  mentally  retarded. 

A  future  project,  already 
underway,  is  a  group  home  for 
mentally  retarded  adults;  .an 
emergency  shelter  for  abused 
and  neglected  children  is  also  a 
possible  future  project. 

The  name  change  reflects  the 
intention  to  expand  services 
further  in  coming  years. 

Meanwhile,  renovation  of 
Terry  Cottage  on  the  Lynchburg 
campus  has  started.  The  historic 
building  was  first  the  superin- 
tendent's home,  later  the 
teachers'  cottage,  and  most  re- 
cently a  house  for  off-duty  house 
parents. 

The  renovation  will  gut  the 
interior  and  install  a  new  layout, 
which  will  house  eight  children. 
Total  capacity  for  children  will 
thus  increase  to  68. 

The  cottage  will  be  an  inde- 
pendent unit  with  its  own  kitchen. 

The  work  should  be  finished 
by  July  1. 

Woman  celebrates 
100th  birthday 

A  woman  who  has  been  a  mem- 
ber of  a  Presbyterian  church  for 
most  of  this  century  celebrated  her 
100th  birthday  on  Nov.  II.  Mrs. 
J.E.  (Lessie)  Phelps  of  Hillsbo- 
rough, N.C.,  has  been  a  member 
of  Little  River  Church  in  Hurdle 
Mills  for  85  years. 

She  is  in  good  health  and  still 
attends  church  frequently.  She  is 
the  oldest  member  of  Little  River 
Church. 

The  church  honored  her  on 
Nov.  6  with  a  special  sermon 
preached  by  interim  pastor  Mar- 
shall L.  Smith  on  "The  Life  and 
Times  of  Lessie  Phelps."  At  the 
end  of  the  worship  service,  the 
congregation  presented  her  with 
an  inscribed  plaque  commemorat- 
ing the  occasion. 

In  addition,  the  church  gave  a 
luncheon  in  her  honor,  complete 
with  a  large  birthday  cake. 


one  of  three  associate  positions 
in  the  synod's  structural  design; 
the  others  are  associate  for 
synod  ministries  and  ministries 
in  partnership  with  presbyteries. 
There  will  also  be  staff  specialists 
in  communication  and  Korean 
ministries,  an  administrative  as- 
sistant, and  support  staff  as  needed. 

Pickard,  51,  is  a  native  of 
Charlotte,  N.C.  He  graduated 
from  Charlotte  College  and 
Presbyterian  College  and  holds 
master's  degrees  from  Union 
Seminary  in  Virginia  and  the 
Presbyterian  School  of  Chris- 
tian Education. 

He  served  as  assistant  pastor 
of  First  Church  in  Greenville, 
N.C,  from  1964  to  1968  and 
associate  pastor  of  First 
Church  in  Winston-Salem, 
N.C,  1968-74. 

He  is  married  to  Annette  G. 
Pickard  and  they  have  one  son, 
John. 


Monastery 
celebrates  God's 
presence  in  city 

An  ecumenical  Christian 
group  operating  a  120-year- 
old  retreat  center  on  Church 
Hill  in  Richmond,  Va.,  cele- 
brated God's  presence  in  the 
city  with  Richmond  Hill  Day, 
a  time  of  prayer  and  a  special 
celebration,  on  Sunday,  Nov. 
20.  The  group  celebrated  the 
first  anniversary  of  its  pur- 
chase of  Richmond  Hill,  the 
historic  monastery. 

More  than  100  churches  of 
numerous  Christian  denomi- 
nations in  Richmond  took 
part,  praying  for  the  city  and 
for  God's  presence  in  it  on 
Sunday  morning  of  the  20th. 
That  afternoon,  there  was  an 
open  house  at  3:00,  a  special 
service  of  celebration  at  4:00, 
and  a  reception  at  5:00. 

Volunteers  and  staff,  in- 
cluding Presbyterians,  are 
working  to  pay  for  the  mona- 
stery and  its  renovation;  they 
hope  to  open  it  to  the  public 
as  a  retreat  center  in  April. 

"The  organization  believes 
that  God  is  present  and  Work- 
ing in  the  city  of  Richmond, 
and  that  Richmond  Hill  is 
meant  to  be  a  place  of  prayer 
and  quiet  for  the  entire  city," 
a  news  release  from  the  group 
said.  "They  believe  that 
prayer  and  the  search  for  God 
are  part  of  the  same  spirit 
which  advances  true  justice  in 
our  city  at  this  time." 


The  Rev.  Dennis  Shoemaker, 
62,  died  suddenly  November  6 
while  leading  an  adult  forum  in 
Columbus,  Ohio.  He  was  editor 
of  Communique,  the  newspaper 
of  the  Synod  of  the  Covenant. 

Shoemaker  was  speaking  on 
Sunday  afternoon  at  Covenant 
Church  when  he  suddenly  col- 
lapsed. He  was  dead  on  arrival 
at  Riverside  Methodist  Hospital. 

Funeral  services  were  held 
Nov.  9  at  Overbrook  Church  in 
Columbus.  Memorial  gifts  may 
be  sent  to  the  Synod  of  the 
Covenant  for  the  benefit  of  the 
sanctuary  ministry  of  Southside 
Church  in  Tucson,  Ariz. 

A  longtime  writer  for  the 


A  newsletter  and  a  book  on 
Presbyterian  subjects  won 
awards  recently  from  the  North 
Carolina  Society  of  Historians. 
The  Newsletter  of  the  North 
Carolina  Presbyterian  Histori- 
cal Society,  edited  by  Mills  and 
Dorothy  Kirkpatrick,  won  an 
Award  of  Special  Merit;  The 
Season  of  Dorland-Bell:  History 
of  an  Appalachian  Mission 
School,  by  Jacqueline  Burgin 
Painter,  won  a  Special  Recog- 
nition Award  of  Excellence.  (A 
review  of  Painter's  book  is  on 
page  6.) 

Awards  in  10  categories  rec- 
ognized outstanding  contribu- 
tions to  history  and  historical 
preservation  in  North  Carolina. 

The  newsletter  awards  go  to 
historical,  genealogical,  preser- 
vation, or  archaeological  organ- 


"Creation  Enslaved — Crea- 
tion Freed"  will  be  the  theme  of 
a  two-day  conference  on  "the 
Appalachian  environment  and 
the  people  of  the  church,"  spon- 
sored by  the  Coalition  for 
Appalachian  Ministry  (CAM), 
April  10-11  at  Lutheridge  Con- 
ference Center  near  Asheville, 
N.C.  CAM  is  a  regional  ministry 
of  several  Presbyterian  and 
Reformed  denominations,  in- 
cluding the  Presbyterian  Church 
(U.S.A.). 

The  Synod  of  the  Mid- 
Atlantic  supports  CAM  as  one 
of  its  ministries. 

A  Christian  environmental 
theologian,  Marshall  Massey  of 
Thornton,  Col.,  will  give  the 
keynote  speech.  He  is  a  Quaker. 
A  panel  of  Christians  from  gov- 
ernment, business,  "action 
groups,"  and  the  church  will 
respond. 

Workshops  on  issues  will  give 
detailed  analysis  on  land,  air, 


Presbyterian  Church,  he  had 
held  his  present  position  since 
1978.  Prior  to  that  he  edited  the 
magazine  Trends  and  was  asso- 
ciate editor  of  Crossroads.  Both 
were  publications  of  the  former 
United  Presbyterian  Church. 

He  had  served  as  a  pastor  at 
churches  in  Michigan  and  Indi- 
ana. He  wrote  two  books,  The 
Global  Connection  and  People  of 
Hope.  He  was  primary  author  of 
Adventure  and  Hope:  Christians 
and  the  Crisis  in  South  America. 

Shoemaker  was  born  July  4, 
1926.  Survivors  include  his  wife 
Helen  (Susie),  of  Columbus;  two 
children;  two  stepchildren;  five 
grandchildren;  and  one  sister. 


izations  that  use  the  newsletter 
to  keep  members  informed  and 
contribute  toward  the  goals  of 
the  organization. 

Mills  Kirkpatrick  is  an  elder 
at  First  Church  in  Maxton, 
N.C,  where  he  is  church  histo- 
rian. Dorothy  Kirkpatrick  is  a 
member  of  First  Church  and  a 
former  journalist  for  St. 
Andrews  Presbyterian  College. 

Painter's  book  deals  with  the 
Dorland-Bell  School,  a  mission 
school  in  the  Appalachian 
mountain  region  of  North  Caro- 
lina established  by  the  Board  of 
National  Missions  of  the  Presb- 
yterian Church  U.S.A.  in  the  late 
19th  century.  It  operated  until 
1942,  when  it  consolidated  with 
the  Asheville  Farm  School  to 
form  Warren  Wilson  College, 
initially  a  junior  college. 


water,  and  wastes.  "How-to" 
workshops  will  deal  with  the 
relationship  of  faith  and,  respec- 
tively, education,  legislation, 
community  organizing,  lifestyle, 
and  the  arts. 

Conference  objectives  are  to 
gather  Christian  leaders  from 
across  the  region  to  study  and 
respond  to  ecological  crises  that 
threaten  it;  examine  those  crises 
in  light  of  the  scriptures  and  the 
teachings  of  the  Christian  faith; 
learn  of  efforts  of  the  church, 
government,  industry,  and  citi- 
zen groups  to  respond;  discover 
ways  church  members  can 
become  involved;  and  learn  of 
resources  available. 

"With  renewed  concern  abou 
the  'greenhouse  effect,'  toxic 
wastes,  destruction  of  the  ozone 
layer,  and  acid  rain,  this  confer- 
ence is  a  must  for  every  con- 
cerned Christian,"  said  a  CAM 
official. 

For  more  information,  con- 
tact the  Coalition  on  Appalach- 
ian Ministry,  P.O.  Box  10208, 
Knoxville,  Tenn.  37939-0208 
(telephone  615-584-6135). 

Lodge  gets  bequest 

The  William  Black  Lodge  has 
received  a  bequest  of  $5,000.  The 
Lodge  is  the  Montreat  retreat 
facility  of  the  Synod  of  the  Mid- 
Atlantic. 

The  bequest  has  been  added 
to  the  Lodge's  endowment  fund, 
which  contributes  to  the  facili- 
ty's operation. 


Deadline 

The  Deadline  for  receiving 
both  ads  and  material  con- 
tributed for  articles  is  the  first 
Wednesday  of  each  month. 
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Presbyterian  Home  in 
Va.  changes  its  name 


Synod  of  Covenant  newspaper 
editor  Dennis  Shoemaker  dies 


Faith,  environment  in 
Appalachia  meeting  topic 


Christian  Caring 
Can Work 
Wonders 


...It  Takes 

A  Good  Strong  Foundation 

Take  positive  action  to  im- 
prove the  quality  of  life  for 
others.  It  gives  a  feeling  of 
satisfaction  that's  hard  to 
match. 

You  make  the  difference. 

Many  opportunities  to 
show  your  concern  are 
available  through  Deferred 
Giving  Plans  from  the 
Presbyterian  Church 
(U.S.A.)  Foundation. 

You  can  receive  a  guaran- 
teed income  for  life,  and 
may  receive  certain  tax  ad- 
vantages. Above  all,  you 
assure  that  your  steward- 
ship goes  on  forever. 

What  more  can  you  ask? 
Complete  information  on 
the  six  plans  available. 

Write  today.  Presbyterian 
Church  (U.S.A.)  Foundation. 
200  East  Twelfth  Street, 
leffersonville. 
IN  471 30. 
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Diversity  of  this  synod  is  God's  gift  to  the  church 


As  I  prepare  this  column,  I  am 
cognizant  of  the  fact  that  it  is  scheduled 
to  be  my  last  one  inasmuch  as  my  term 
as  transitional  executive  director  will 
come  to  an  end  as  of  Jan.  15.  This  past 
year  for  me  has  been  a  very  challenging 
and  a  very  rewarding  one.  Previously 
my  vocational  experience  had  been  that 
of  a  pastor  whose  geography  was  a  part 
of  a  city,  or  that  of  an  executive 
presbyter  whose  geography  was  part  of 
a  state. 

In  the  Synod  of  the  Mid-Atlantic,  in 
terms  of  geography  we  are  talking  about 
the  states  of  Delaware,  Maryland, 
North  Carolina,  and  Virginia — plus 
parts  of  West  Virginia  and  the  District 
of  Columbia.  Some  geography!  In 
addition,  a  synod  executive  has  the  task 
of  representing  the  synod  elsewhere  in 
the  nation;  therefore,  I  had  the  oppor- 
tunity to  travel  elsewhere  in  our 
country. 

This  synod  with  its  three  previous 
heritages,  and  they  with  multiple 
backgrounds,  is  a  complex  and  diverse 
one.  For  me,  the  diversity  is  God's  gift 
to  the  Church,  which  itself  is  God's  gift 
to  the  world. 

This  transitional  year  has  been  very 
successful.  It  is  the  people  of  the  synod 
who  have  made  it  so.  We  have  moved 
forward  in  our  creation  of  a  new 
household  within  God's  Church.  Our 
mission  statement  reflects  upon  our  being 
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a  new  synod,  and  it  calls  upon  us  to 
be  open  to  new  understandings  of  what 
it  means  to  be  God's  servant.lt  calls 
upon  us  to  be  supportive  of  people  who 
take  the  risk  of  "new  ideas  and  shapes 
of  ministry"  as  they  enter  into  new 
ventures  of  faith  and  proceed  to  practice 
that  faith. 

We  have  now  elected  new  program 
committees  to  take  initiative,  in  con- 
sultation and  cooperation  with  presb- 
yteries, in  devising  new  ways  by  which 
we  may  carry  out  synod's  ministry. 
These  committees  have  had  their  first 
meeting.  From  what  I  saw  of  them,  their 
faith  commitment,  and  their  eagerness 
to  serve  the  synod,  we  can  expect  of 
them  great  things.  They  will  be  faithful 
to  their  understanding  of  what  God 
calls  them  to  do.  They  will  be  accoun- 
table to  the  presbyteries  and  the  synod 
responsible  for  their  selection  and 
election. 

I  want  to  take  this  opportunity  to 
express  my  appreciation  for  the  support 


of  the  Transitional  Council  as  I  sought 
to  implement  the  policies  and  decisions 
at  which  it  arrived  during  its  18  months 
of  service.  Indeed  those  were  very 
hardworking  and  long-suffering  people. 

I  want  to  express  my  appreciation 
and  my  affection  for  the  professional 
staff  within  this  synod:  those  folk  at 
work  in  the  Baltimore,  Raleigh,  and 
Roanoke  synod  offices  who  gave  so 
much  of  themselves  during  a  time  when 
even  their  jobs  were  scheduled  to  end; 
those  folk  at  work  in  the  20  presbyteries 
within  the  Synod  of  the  Mid-Atlantic — 
again  folks  who  worked  faithfully, 
cretively,  and  joyfully  despite  the  fact 
that  for  many  of  them  the  longevity  of 
their  service  was  also  in  question;  and 
finally,  all  those  program  staff  persons 
in  and  supported  by  the  synod,  whose 
service  helped  us  to  continue  carrying 
on  our  ministry  while  the  synod  and 
its  presbyteries  have  been  in  this 
transitional  and  reorganizational  phase 
of  its  life.  Thanks  to  all  of  you  for  your 
very  significant  and  faithful  service. 

One  final  sermonic  contribution.  I 
use  'sermonic'  advisedly.  A  sermon  is 
that  which  heralds  the  Good  News  of 
the  presence  and  power  of  Jesus  Christ 
in  our  midst.  The  Good  News  from 
Jesus  is  that  each  of  us  is  loved, 
forgiven,  and  restored.  We,  the  Synod 
of  the  Mid-Atlantic,  are  diverse,  and 
that  word  of  Good  News  means  that 


we  are  called  upon  to  accept,  honor,  and 
deepen  the  worthwhileness  of  the  diversity 
of  peoples  for  which  Jesus  died. 

That  divinity  is  racial,  sexual,  soci- 
ological, cultural,  and  theological.  Let 
us  seek  to  understand  and  affirm  one 
another  within  this  loved,  forgiven,  and 
restored  community.  Racially,  we  have 
American  Indian,  Asian,  Black,  Cauc- 
asian, and  Hispanic  peoples  in  our 
midst.  In  our  synod  we  have  a  rule  that 
at  least  25  percent  of  our  decision- 
making groups  should  be  of  racial  or 
ethnic  minority  background. 

My  urging  to  the  synod  today  is  that 
in  fulfillment  of  that  goal,  we  need  to 
more  to  obtain  fuller  sense  of  the 
presence,  gifts,  and  participation  of 
American  Indians,  Asians,  and  His- 
panic persons.  Specifically,  I  call  upon 
our  black  members,  who  know  so  very 
well  what  it  means  to  be  excluded,  to 
insist  that  this  synod  indeed  be  racially 
inclusive — inclusive  of  all  its  races!  I  call 
upon  the  white  members  to  be  open  to 
that  insistence.  I  call  upon  American 
Indians,  the  large  variety  of  Asians  in 
our  midst,  and  the  Hispanic  persons  to 
be  responsive  to  the  church's  efforts  to 
include  you. 

May  the  Lord  be  with  you  and  with 
those  whom  you  love! 

Lowelle  Simms  is  transitional  exec- 
utive director  of  the  Synod  of  the  Mid- 
Atlantic. 


Choosing  to  vote  guards 
against  abuses  of  spirit 

Oh    tn  he  in  England — during  a 


Oh,  to  be  in  England — during  a 
presidential  election.  For  the  fourth 
time  I  got  up  early  the  day  after  the 
election  to  find  a  paper  to  read  the 
preliminary  results  and  the  pages  of 
analysis  accompanying  them.  There 
was  great  interest  in  England  about 
this  election.  The  general  view  was 
that  a  Bush  election  would  be  best  for 
them,  that  he  would  be  more  inter- 
ested in  maintaining  historic  Anglo- 
American  relationships  than  would 
his  opponent. 

We  shared  a  table  at  the  National 
Gallery  one  noon  with  a  woman  who 
had  worked  with  Bush  at  the  UN — 
and  questioned  us  quite  sharply  as  to 
why  we  had  left  without  voting. 
England  has  no  absentee  voting 
procedures,  and  she  was  relieved  to 
find  that  we  had  fulfilled  our  civic 
responsibilities  before  leaving. 

That  weekend  we  took  the  train  up 
to  York  to  see  the  restored  south 
transept  of  the  Minster  which  was 
badly  damaged  by  fire  four  years  ago. 
Sunday  was  Remembrance  Day,  the 
70th  anniversary  of  the  end  of  the 
fighting  in  World  War  I. 

The  sermon  began  with  a  reminder 
that  the  week  was  also  the  50th 
anniversary  of  Kristallnacht,  the  night 
that  Nazi  soldiers  moved  against  the 
homes  and  property  of  Jewish  citizens, 
a  night  that  began  a  governmental 
policy  leading  to  holocaust.  The 
speaker  developed  his  theme  that  all 
of  us  have  within  us  the  capacity  to 
commit  crimes  against  the  human 
spirit  and  only  constant  awareness  of 
this  can  prevent  crimes  against 
humanity  such  as  happened  that  night 
50  years  ago. 

While  waiting  in  line  for  commun- 
ion, I  reflected  on  his  words — and  the 
statistics  from  our  election.  Only  50 
percent  of  the  eligible  voters  had  gone 
to  the  polls.  The  President-elect 
received  54  percent  of  that  vote.  A 
quick  calculation  said  that  27  percent 
of  the  eligible  voters  had  chosen  the 
person  called  "the  most  powerful  man 
in  the  world." 
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In  an  article  that  week,  comment- 
ator Conor  Cruise  O'Brien  wrote  on 
the  racial  factor  in  the  election.  He 
openly  discussed  incidents  only  hinted 
about  in  our  own  papers,  incidents  of 
openly  racist  campaign  activities 
which  exit  polls  indicated  influenced 
at  least  12  percent  of  those  voting. 

What  can  prevent  our  own  Kristal- 
lnacht if  only  half  of  our  citizens  show 
an  interest  in  choosing  a  leader  for 
the  next  four  years,  and  less  than  one- 
third  make  the  decision?  Like  others, 
I  had  voted  without  pleasure  ' or 
enthusiasm,  feeling  that  I  was  forced 
to  make  a  least-bad  choice.  Any  my 
penny-pinching-Scots-soul  was 
revolted  at  the  price  of  that  vote — 
the  presidential  campaign  alone  cost 
over  $40,000,000.  Surely  the  country 
and  the  world  have  better  use  for  those 
dollars. 

As  I  knelt  in  that  ancient  church, 
my  communion  prayer  was  for  all  men 
and  women  in  this  country  who  call 
themselves  Presbyterian — that  we 
remember  our  historic  involvement 
with  the  political  process,  that  we  be 
or  support  candidates  who  are  honest 
and  care  about  the  country,  that  we 
recognize  that  our  sinful  nature  can 
make  us  racist  and  abusive,  that  we 
work  in  our  churches  for  the  vision 
of  inclusiveness  laid  out  in  our  Book 
of  Order. 

Let  us  have  no  Kristallnachts  here 
because  too  many  of  us  chose  not  to 
choose. 

Anne  Treichler  is  moderator  of 
Presbyterian  Women  in  the  Synod  of 
the  Mid-Atlantic.  She  lives  in  Wil- 
liamsburg, Va. 


Winter  has  its  blessings 


Some  years  ago  we  honored  an  old 
country  doctor,  R.W.  Love,  who  had 
served  the  church  for  50  years  as  a 
ruling  elder.  He  was  the  prototype  of 
the  faithful  physician,  who  made 
house  calls  in  all  kinds  of  weather,  and 
ministered  tirelessly  to  the  town's 
outcasts.  Commenting  on  his  faithful- 
ness, Dr.  Albert  G.  Edwards  said,  "He 
hoed  to  the  end  of  the  row." 

Winter  is  always  a  strain  on  our 
patience  and  endurance.  Plants  and 
hibernating  animals  may  well  be 
forced  into  inactivity  during  this 
season.  But  it  irks  us  to  slow  down 
our  pace,  and  "cabin  fever"  runs 
counter  to  our  natures.  We  live  in  a 
fast-lane  society,  where  we  demand 
instant  everything  from  microwaved 
meals  to  quick  money  at  drive-in 
banks.  We  are  too  much  like  Esau, 
seeking  instant  gratification  rather 
than  waiting  for  future  blessing. 

Winter  has  its  blessings,  though.  I 
remember  last  year  waking  up  to  a 
heavy  snow  in  western  North  Carol- 
ina, which  blanketed  our  ground,  and 
left  us  with  awesome  stillness.  A  hush 
fell  on  the  world,  and  even  commuters 
were  stuck  in  their  tracks.  Walking 
downtown,  it  was  strange  to  see  traffic 
stopped,  and  everything  slowed  to  a 
snail's  pace.  In  a  strange  way,  I  found 
this  refreshing. 

Winter  makes  us  realize  that  we 
don't  have  to  be  busy  all  the  time. 
Thomas  Merton  wisely  said  that 
"Being  too  busy  is  an  act  of  violence." 
It  surely  is  an  act  of  violence  against 
ourselves,  as  we  become  stressed  out 
from  all  the  pressures.  We  live  like 
we  are  overpacked  suitcases,  bursting 
at  the  seams.  We  are  bound  by  the 
swaddling  clothes  of  routine.  Despite 
our  frantic  busyness,  it  seems  that  all 
we  do  is  "spin  our  wheels."  Winter 
time  gives  us  a  chance  to  slow  down, 
regroup,  and  recharge  our  spiritual 
batteries.  The  truth  of  this  is  realized 
by  older  people,  who  seem  to  possess 
"winter  grace,"  and  others  forced  into 
periods  of  inactivity  by  illness  or  crisis. 
As  Annie  Dillard  described  it  in 
Pilgrim  at  Tinker  Creek,  "I  bloom 
indoors  in  the  winter  like  a  forced 
forsythia.  I  come  in,  to  come  out." 
So,  we  slow  our  maddening  pace,  take 
time  for  our  souls,  and  wait  for  spring. 

In  the  world  of  nature,  winter  is  the 
seedtime  for  spring.  Out  of  the  frost- 
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bitten  earth  comes  the  possibility  of 
new  life.  Old  farmers  tell  us  that  "A 
better  season  of  growing  always 
follows  a  hard  winter."  We  cannot 
expect  a  springtime  in  our  souls 
without  winters  of  discontent. 

During  the  winter  we  realize  that 
just  as  forces  are  at  work  in  nature 
that  lead  to  spring,  so  God  is  at  work 
in  our  seemingly  unproductive  winter 
times.  Look  at  Biblical  history  and 
recall  how  many  times  God  told  His 
people  to  be  still — to  do  nothing — to 
wait. 

Trapped  between  the  Egyptian 
chariots  and  the  Red  Sea,  Moses  told 
the  Israelites,  "Fear  not,  stand  firm, 
and  see  the  salvation  of  the  Lord 
which  He  will  work  for  you 
today.. .You  have  only  to  be  still." 
Isaiah  counseled  the  panicking  Israe- 
lites to  "Be  still  and  know  that  I  am 
God,"  when  the  armies  of  Sennacherib 
stood  outside  the  walls  of  Jerusalem. 

G.  Campbell  Morgan  of  London, 
England,  tells  how  he  would  go  every 
Saturday  night  and  read  the  Bible  for 
an  hour  to  two  old  women,  one  87, 
and  the  other  85.  After  reading  the 
words,  "Lo,  I  am  with  you  always, 
even  unto  the  end  of  the  age,"  Morgan 
recalls  how  he  looked  into  one  of  the 
women's  wrinkled,  weather-beaten 
face,  and  said,  "Is  that  not  a  beautiful 
promise?"  She  looked  at  him  and 
replied,  "That  is  not  a  promise;  that 
is  a  fact." 

So  it  is.  God  is  with  us  in  all  the 
seasons  of  life,  even  in  our  winters. 
Christ  went  through  a  winter,  colder, 
darker,  and  more  bitter  than  we  will 
ever  know  before  Resurrection 
dawned.  His  presence  is  a  fact.  So  we 
can  "fight  the  good  fight,  finish  the 
race,  and  keep  the  faith"  even  in 
winter.  And  remember,  "If  Winter 
comes,  can  Spring  be  far  behind?" 

Dr.  Richard  L.  Morgan  is  pastor 
of  Fairview  Church  in  Lenoir,  N.C. 
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Stewardship  as  worship:  it  is  more  than  giving 


By  Thomas  VV.  Jackson 

The  idea  for  this  piece  has  been 
bouncing  around  in  my  head  for  several 
weeks.  In  that  time  at  least  three  events 
have  happened  in  my  life  that  have 
something  to  do  with  the  subject. 

First  there  was  the  arrival  of  that 
brown  envelope  with  the  return  address 
"Internal  Revenue  Service,"  with  the 
window  showing  my  name  and  address 
just  like  the  lift  off  that  I  put  on  the 
tax  return.  You  know  the  envelope  well; 
it  is  the  one  that  makes  your  heart  skip 
a  beat  and  you  open  it  first.  And  inside 
the  letter  begins:  "We  are  examining 
your  Federal  income  tax  return  for  the 
above  years..."  So  you  turn  rapidly  to 
the  last  page  and  see  what  they  want. 

In  this  case  it  went  thusly:  "Please 
send  the  records  or  information  to 
support  the  following  items  on  your  tax 
return:  Contributions."  And  there  was 
a  sigh  of  relief,  as  my  tax  accountant 
put  into  words:  "I  wish  they  were  all 
this  easy." 

For  we  know  that  I.R.S.  has  a 
formula  by  which  the  computers  lift  out 
for  examination  on  those  forms  where 
there  is  something  unusual.  And  I 
would  guess  it  is  unusual  to  the 
computer  to  have  persons  of  moderate 
salary  making  contributions  larger  than 
its  programmed  "average." 

The  second  event  occurred  when 


some  friends  from  another  place  and 
another  denomination  visited  our 
worship  service.  Since  they  get  a  special 
kind  of  pleasure  in  putting  me  down, 
they  said,  "You  show  a  lot  of  nerve  to 
take  up  the  collection  after  the  sermon." 


Guest  Commentary 


(Or  maybe  they  were  not  teasing.) 
Anyway,  I  did  not  explain  that  we  do 
not  call  it  the  "collection"  nor  do  we 
think  of  the  offering  as  having  any 
direct  relation  to  the  sermon.  We  place 
the  receiving  of  the  offering  where  we 
do  as  symbolic  of  our  commitment  or 
as  a  response  to  grace. 

The  third  event  that  comes  to  mind 
is  the  recent  meeting  of  the  commitment 
committee  of  the  session  for  the  purpose 
of  setting  the  1989  budget.  The  whole 
thing  is  a  sort  of  academic  exercise  since 
practically  the  officers  will  disperse 
what  the  congregation  gives;  and  if 
there  is  a  special  cause  or  something 
the  congregation  really  wants,  the 
money  for  it  will  come  in. 

At  any  rate  we  go  through  the 
motions  each  year  of  preparing  a  budget 
for  the  next  year  that  must  come  out 
somewhere  within  four  to  seven  percent 
above  the  present  year.  And  then  at  the 
end  of  each  year  we  can  congratulate 
ourselves  on  how  close  we  came  in 


doing  this  estimate. 

Now,  if  you  and  I  are  working  with 
a  common  understanding  of  worship — 
as  "those  things  we  consider,  say,  and 
do  that  show  our  devotion  and  rever- 
ence of  God;  and  show  our  love  for 
God  expressed  through  an  active  love 
for  other  persons  and  things  he  has 
created" — then  these  events  have  some- 
thing to  do  with  giving  as  related  to 
worship.  But  not  stewardship  as  wor- 
ship. Giving  and  stewardship  are  not 
the  same  thing. 

Those  events  have  to  do  with  ste- 
wardship as  worship  only  as  we  drop 
back  one  additional  step.  In  the  matter 
of  the  tax  return  examination,  steward- 
ship as  worship  has  to  do  with  the  figure 
we  put  on  page  1  as  "total  income"  and 
not  the  figure  that  is  listed  under 
contributions  in  schedule  A.  It  has  to 
do  with  the  way  I  use  the  other  dollars 
I  call  "mine"  to  show  my  devotion  and 
reverence  of  God. 

In  the  matter  of  the  worship  service 
and  the  offering,  our  stewardship  as 
worship  is  not  just  the  dollars  and  cents 
that  are  placed  in  the  offering  plate.  It 
is  in  addition  those  things  of  which  the 
offering  is  only  symbolic — the  gifts  that 
arrive  by  mail  throughout  the  week 
directed  to  the  treasurer — gifts  desig- 
nated for  a  special  cause,  or  gifts  to 
share  because  some  persons  gave  up 
something  personal  in  order  to  make 


a  worship  gift.  Most  of  these  gifts  never 
are  known  by  other  members  of  the 
congregation  because  the  treasurer 
knows  he  or  she  is  not  to  reveal  these 
gifts  of  private  worship. 

The  building  of  a  budget  only 
reminds  of  giving  as  worship.  Steward- 
ship as  worship  is  shown  by  going  back 
a  step  to  include  those  evidences  of  time, 
talent,  and  commitment  which  do  not 
become  part  of  the  budget.  Those  are 
evidences  of  love  that  are  shown  by 
loving  other  persons  and  things  God 
has  created.  These  are  gifts  of  food  and 
clothing,  the  gifts  of  a  visit  to  the  sick 
and  others  confined  at  home,  the 
services  rendered  at  the  church,  to  other 
governing  bodies,  and  to  the  commun- 
ity. They  represent  many  dollars  the 
treasurer  never  gets  to  record,  for  there 
is  no  way  to  do  this,  and  even  if  there 
was  a  way  these  persons  would  not 
allow  such  a  record  to  be  made. 

Stewardship  as  worship  is  not  just 
the  two  percent  to  10  percent  that  gets 
counted  and  recorded.  It  really  is  the 
90  to  98  percent  that  is  a  witness  to 
the  faith  and  the  response  of  persons 
to  God's  grace.  It  is,  for  the  most  part, 
a  very  personal  and  private  kind  of 
worship. 

Thomas  W.  Jackson  is  pastor  of  the 
Berkeley  Springs  Church  in  West 
Virginia.  He  wrote  this  article  at  the 
request  of  Shenandoah  Presbytery. 


Forgiving  the  past 
&  trusting  the  future 


It  was  the  Christmas  season  and  the 
Aliens  had  invited  friends  over  for  a 
Christmas  party.  Everything  was 
lovely  and  people  were  having  a  good 
time  when  a  trusted  confidant  let  an 
indiscretion  of  Mr.  Allen's  slip  in  the 
course  of  the  conversation.  Later  that 
evening,  Mrs.  Allen  asked  her  hus- 
band about  the  incident. 

Early  in  the  marriage  he  had  been 
involved  with  another  woman  and 
after  realizing  his  indiscretion,  he 
broke  off  the  relationship.  Now,  Mrs. 
Allen  had  discovered  it  14  years  later. 
She  asked  him  why  didn't  he  tell  her, 
why  did  he  do  it,  and  how  long  did 
it  last?  Her  inquiry  demanded  specific 
details.  Mr.  Allen  had  lived  with  the 
guilt  of  his  indiscretion  for  14  years 
and  now  he  was  begging  his  wife  for 
forgiveness. 

Although  Mrs.  Allen  wanted  to 
forgive  and  forget,  she  found  herself 
picturing  the  affair  in  her  mind.  She 
became  obsessed  with  it — constantly 
going  over  details  shared  and 
expounding  and  exaggerating  each 
detail.  It  had  reched  the  point  where 
she  was  seriously  considering  dissolv- 
ing the  14-year  relationship.  Mr.  Allen 
begged  for  forgiveness.  The  torment 
of  14  years  had  a  crippling  effect  upon 
him  and  now  that  the  secret  was 
known  to  his  beloved,  the  guilt  was 
ripping  him  apart. 

Both  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Allen  wanted 
desperately  to  maintain  their  mar- 
riage. It  was  a  good  marriage  built 
upon  sound  religious  principles  and 
now  one  fleeting  moment  of  indiscre- 
tion was  about  to  destroy  their 
relationship. 

It  served  little  purpose  for  Mrs. 
Allen  to  relive  the  incident  in  her 
mind.  In  fact,  the  act  of  reliving  the 
incident  was  detrimental  to  their 
present  moment  and  to  their  future 
relationship.  Mr.  Allen  realized  the 
demerits  of  his  indiscretion  and  Mrs. 
Allen  realized  that  she  was  married 
to  a  good  man  but  found  it  difficult 
to  forgive. 

How  does  one  forgive?  It  has  been 
said  that  we  become  what  we  think 
and  the  dominant  thoughts  of  our 
minds  will  guide  our  actions — what  we 
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see  is  what  we  get.  One  forgives  first 
of  all  by  realizing  that  one  act  of 
indiscretion  is  only  one  brick  that  is 
a  part  of  a  building.  Other  bricks 
consist  of  abiding  love,  trust,  rever- 
ence, and  forgiveness  which  outweigh 
one  brick  of  indiscretion.  Other  bricks 
consist  of  precious  time  spent  in  love 
and  honor  to  one  another  in  a 
relationship.  Therefore,  the  act  of 
indiscretion  must  be  put  into  perspec- 
tive; it  is  something  very  small  in  the 
total  scheme  of  the  relationship. 

Secondly,  in  order  to  forgive,  one 
should  intentionally  destroy  those 
negative  images  which  one  reviews  in 
one's  mind — make  them  unclear,  put 
them  in  black  and  white,  make  the 
picture  very  small,  and  literally  move 
it  to  a  far-away  place  in  the  back  of 
your  mind. 

Thirdly,  focus  on  those  things  in  the 
relationship  which  are  loving,  true, 
and  beautiful — precious  memories. 
Make  the  pictures  large,  see  action, 
see  colors,  focus  on  pariculars. 

The  past  is  the  past.  Do  not  permit 
it  to  rob  you  of  precious  present 
moments.  Enjoy  the  moment  for  this 
is  all  that  is  given  to  us.  Trust  the 
future  and  make  big  positive  images 
in  your  mind  about  the  future. 
Rehearse  in  your  mind  things  that  you 
want  to  see  yourself  become.  Take  the 
chance,  take  the  leap,  risk— knowing 
that  the  God  of  all  Creation  is  also 
the  God  of  the  future. 

Both  forgiveness  of  the  past  and 
trust  in  the  future  are  divine  gifts  of 
God  to  us.  May  God  grant  us  the 
courage  to  use  his  gifts  of  forgiveness 
and  trust  with  one  another  and  with 
the  expanded  communities. 

Tyrone  L.  Burkette  is  president  of 
Barber-Scotia  College  in  Concord, 
N.C 


Clarification  on  next  churchwide  gathering 


In  a  story  in  our  November  issue 
on  a  report  on  the  "Churchwide 
Gathering"  of  Presbyterian  women 
this  past  summer,  The  Presbyterian 
News  reported  that  the  Churchwide 
Coordinating  Team  of  Presbyterian 
Women  decided  to  hold  the  next 
Churchwide  Gathering  at  Iowa  State 
University  in  Ames,  Iowa,  July  17-22. 

The  story  omitted  the  year  of  the 
next  gathering.  It  will  not  be  next  July, 
as  the  story  implied,  but  will  be  in 


1991.  That  three-year  interval  is 
normal  for  the  meetings. 

There  may,  however,  be  meetings 
of  various  small  groups  associated 
with  Presbyterian  Women  at  the  Iowa 
State  site  over  the  next  couple  of  years 
to  familiarize  people  with  the  facilities 
in  Ames.  What  meetings  may  be  held 
there  has  not  yet  been  decided. 

We  regret  any  confusion  caused  by 
the  omission  of  the  year. 
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Award-winning  book  tells  of 
Appalachian  mission  school 


The  Season  of  Dorland-Bell: 
History  of  an  Appalachian  Mis- 
sion School 

By  Jacqueline  Burgin  Painter 
Biltmore  Press  (Asheville, 
N.C.) 

Paper,  Available  for  $18.50 
plus  $1.25  postage  from  the 
author  at  12  Jones  Street,  Sylva, 
N.C.  28779  (telephone:  704-586- 
4227) 

The  story  of  Dorland-Bell 
school  is  also  the  story  of  a  wider 
Presbyterian  mission  in  the 
Southern  Appalachians.  By 
establishing  schools  and  hospi- 
tals in  the  region,  the  Board  of 
National  Missions  in  New  York 
reached  into  an  isolated  area, 
with  much  poverty,  and 
achieved  much  in  helping  child- 
ren overcome  formidable 
obstacles. 

Two  examples  from  Jacque- 
line Burgin  Painter's  book  illus- 
trate the  problems  and  the 
progress:  one  family  pulled  their 
children  from  a  public  school 
because  the  teacher,  a  Dorland 
graduate,  taught  them  the  world 


was  round.  And  another  Dor- 
land  graduate  went  on  to  study 
law  and  serve  in  the  North 
Carolina  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives. 

Painter's  account  of  the  work 
accomplished  at  Dorland-Bell 
won  her  a  Special  Recognition 
Award  of  Excellence  from  the 
North  Carolina  Society  of  His- 
torians this  year  (see  related 
story,  page  2).  The  book  traces 
the  school's  history  from  Presb- 
yterian minister  Luke  Dorland's 
retirement  to  Hot  Springs,  N.C, 
in  1886,  when  he  began  teaching 
village  children  in  his  house,  to 
the  institution's  closing  in  1942, 
when  it  merged  with  Asheville 
Farm  School  to  form  Warren 
Wilson  College. 

One  merit  to  the  book  is  the 
way  it  shows  the  reality  of  a 
mission  program  carried  out  by 
human  beings.  One  of  the  con- 
tinuing strands  of  the  narrative 
is  the  constant  need  to  promote 
the  school  to  church  groups  in 
the  north  in  order  to  raise 
operating  funds,  often  by  high- 
lighting extreme  examples  of 


Unity  Church  history  available 


Unity  Church  in  Woodleaf, 
N.C,  was  established  in  1788, 
and  as  part  of  its  bicentennial 
celebration,  it  has  produced  a 
470-page  church  history,  To 
Dwell  Together  in  Unity.  The 
book  includes  biographical 
sketches  of  the  original  elders, 
information  on  the  area's 
growth,  illustrations,  maps,  and 


genealogical  charts. 

The  book  also  contains  the 
Civil  War  diary  of  one  of  Unity's 
members. 

The  hardbound  edition  is 
available  for  $20,  plus  $2.50  for 
mailing,  from  Unity  Church, 
P.O.  Box  28,  Woodleaf,  N.C 
27054,  attn:  Jackie  Henry  (tele- 
phone 704-278-2392). 


Religion  in  schools,  Afghanistan, 
criminal  justice  resources  offered 


A  brochure  on  religion  in  the 
public  schools  and  a  booklet  on 
the  Afghan  war  are  available 
from  the  National  Council  of 
Churches. 

The  brochure  on  "Religion  in 
the  Public  School  Curriculum: 
Questions  and  Answers"  offers 
help  on  how  public  schools  can 
be  proper  places  to  teach  about 
religion.  Fourteen  religious  and 
educational  groups  have  pro- 
duced the  brochure,  including 
the  National  Council  and  the 
National  Educational  Associa- 
tion. 

It  is  intended  to  help  school 
boards  make  decisions  about 
curriculum  and  teachers  teach 
about  religion  "in  ways  that  are 
constitutionally  permissible, 
educationally  sound  and  sensi- 
tive to  the  beliefs  of  students  and 
parents,"  the  Council  said  in  a 
news  release. 

To  order  up  to  100  free  copies 
of  the  brochure,  write  the 
National  Council  of  Churches 
Office  of  Education  in  the 
Society,  Room  705,  475  River- 
side Drive,  New  York,  N.Y. 
10115.  To  order  more  than  100 
copies  at  seven  cents  each, 
contact  the  Baptist  Joint  Com- 


mittee on  Public  Affairs,  Attn: 
Oliver  Thomas,  200  Maryland 
Ave.,  N.E.,  Washington,  D.C 
20002. 

The  study  booklet  on  "The 
Afghan  Crisis"  is  a  47-page  guide 
on  the  origins  of  the  crisis  and 
the  "challenges  which  face  the 
Afghan  people  as  they  rebuild 
their  country."  Cost  is  $3  per 
copy  for  fewer  than  10  copies, 
$2  per  copy  for  10-200,  and  $1 
per  copy  for  201  or  more.  Order 
from  the  Council's  Task  Force 
on  Militarization  and  the 
Pacific,  Room  712,  475  River- 
side Drive,  New  York,  N.Y. 
10115. 

A  program  guide  for  Criminal 
Justice  Sunday  in  February  is 
available  from  the  Presbyterian 
Criminal  Justice  Program.  "Jus- 
tice Jottings"  for  Criminal  Jus- 
tice Sunday  on  Feb.  12  was 
mailed  to  every  congregation; 
additional  copies  are  available 
from  the  Criminal  Justice  Pro- 
gram at  100  Witherspoon  Street, 
Room  3044,  Louisville,  Ky. 
40202  (telephone  502-569-5810). 
Contact  the  office  for  more 
information. 


AUTHORS  WANTED  BY 
NEW  YORK  PUBLISHER 

Leading  subsidy  book  publisher  seeks  manuscripts 
of  at]  types:  fiction,  non-fiction,  poetry,  scholarly 
and  juvenile  works,  etc.  New  authors  welcomed 
Send  for  free,  illustrated  40-page  brochure  H-101 
Vantage  Press.  516  W  34  St..  New  York.  N.Y  10001 


children  from  poor  families  and 
the  progress  the  school  had 
made  with  them  (Painter  makes 
clear  that  many  moutaineers  did 
not  consider  themselves  poor, 
and  that  poverty  and  ignorance 
were  not  universal).  Another 
strand  is  the  relationship 
between  the  school's  administra- 
tors and  the  Board,  which  was 
not  without  tension. 

The  author  also  presents  neg- 
ative views  of  the  superintend- 
ents when  relevant  and  shows 
how  they  could  become 
discouraged. 

Still,  the  school  did  remarka- 
ble work,  and  Painter  tells  a 
compelling  story,  making  good 
use  of  anecdote,  letters,  inter- 
views and  research,  and  interest- 
ing narrative.  Enhancing  the 
book's  appeal  are  numerous 
photos  and  graphics,  old  news- 
paper ads  and  articles,  report 
cards,  programs  from  school 
events,  and  more. 


2  trainers  will  help 
with  using  PresbyNet 


Two  people  from  the  Synod 
of  the  Mid-Atlantic  were 
among  1 1  who  received  train- 
ing in  August  on  "Participate," 
software  used  to  operate  the 
PresbyNet  computer  network. 
PresbyNet  is  the  national  net- 
work for  the  Presbyterian 
Church  (U.S.A.);  among  those 
with  accounts  on  it  are  agencies 
of  the  General  Assembly,  syn- 
ods, presbyteries,  churches, 
and  individuals. 

Althea  Burns  and  Jack 
Sharp,  both  of  Maryland,  are 
the  two  from  this  synod  who 
received  the  training.  The  train- 
ers are  available  to  help  groups 
or  individuals  use  computers  as 
a  means  of  communication 
within  the  church,  through 
PresbyNet,  and  within  broader 


religious  circles,  through 
ECUNET,  a  coalition  of  de- 
nominations using  the  same 
computer  facilities  as  Presby- 
Net. 

The  three-day  training  took 
place  in  East  Hartford,  Conn., 
at  the  offices  of  Networking 
and  World  Information,  which 
operates  the  network  that  car- 
ries PresbyNet  and  ECUNET. 

Burns  and  Sharp  are  also 
both  on  a  computer  committee 
of  the  synod. 

Anyone  wishing  help  with 
PresbyNet  should  contact 
them.  Sharp  can  be  reached  at 
Govans  Church  in  Baltimore; 
the  telephone  number  is  (301) 
435-9188.  Burns  can  be  reached 
in  Silver  Springs,  Md.,  at  (301) 
384-8062. 


Toll-free  number  gives  info  on  church 

referrals,  is  1-800-UPTODATE. 


The  toll-free  telephone  num- 
ber at  the  offices  of  the  Gener- 
al Assembly  in  Louisville,  which 
provides  information  on  a  range 
of  subjects  in  the  church  and 


Several  operators  are  available 
to  answer  questions  or  provide 
referrals. 


Books  by,  about  Buechner 
center  on  religion  and  art 


•  Stained  Gla»s  Installations 
>  Stained  Glas*  Restoration 

•  Pustojn  Aluminum  Frames 
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Whistling  in  the  Dark:  An  ABC  Theologized 

By  Frederick  Buechner 

Harper  &  Row,  116  pages,  $12.95 

Frederick  Buechner  is  a  metaphysical  minstrel 
man  who  seeks  in  his  words,  to  catch  "the  muffled 
presence  of  the  Holy"  in  the  precincts  of  everyday 
life.  Now  in  Whistling  in  the  Dark:  An  ABC  The- 
ologized, he  looks  at  the  contemporary  world  in 
"an  attempt  to  keep  the  spirits  up  while  peering 
through  the  shadows  for  some  glimmer  of  mean- 
ing." Buechner  gives  us  lessons  in  long  looking. 
He  muses  upon  such  subjects  as  childhood,  gov- 
ernment, abortion,  and  racism.  He  also  offers  in- 
cisive commentary  on  denominations  and  pallid 
preaching.  Buechner  succeeds  in  revivifying  worn- 
out  religious  terminology  and  in  putting  into  focus 
some  of  the  meanings  in  the  modern  world. 

BOOK  REVIEWS 

Frederick  Buechner: 

Novelist  and  Theologian  of  the  Lost  and  Found 

by  Marjorie  Casebier  McCoy 

with  Charles  S.  McCoy 

Harper  &  Row,  167  pages,  $14.95 

Marjorie  Casebier  McCoy,  who  serves  as  ad- 
junct professor  at  the  Pacific  School  of  Religion 
in  Berkeley,  California,  sets  out  in  this  work  to 
celebrate  the  artistic  and  theological  aspects  of 
Frederick  Buechner's  writings.  Her  intent  is  "to 
draw  others  into  the  experience  of  discovery  and 
deep  appreciation  that  has  been  mine  in  reading 
him."  She  succeeds.  Here  is  a  succinct  outline  of 
his  works,  a  generous  sampling  of  quotations  from 
his  novels  and  nonfiction,  and  a  delineation  of 
his  major  themes  and  favorite  images. 

Spiritual  Quests: 

The  Art  and  Craft  of  Religious  Writing 
edited  by  William  Zinsser 
Houghton  Mifflin,  189  pages,  $16.95 

In  this  third  volume  in  the  Writer's  Craft  series 
(previous  books  focused  on  biography  and  memoir), 
editor  William  Zinsser  presents  the  reflections  of 
writers  whose  work  is  animated  by  religous  concerns. 
Frederick  Buechner,  a  Presbyterian  minister  and 
author  of  23  books,  muses  on  the  "elusive  and 
ambigous"  ways  God  appears  in  our  lives:  he  asserts 
that  religious  writers  who  stay  open  to  grace  should 
be  able  to  "play  their  hunches  more  and  take  risks 
more."  Mary  Gordon  reveals  how  aspects  of 
Catholicism,  such  as  the  "regular  alternation  of  levels 
of  language  and  types  of  literature"  in  the  Mass, 
have  shaped  some  of  her  novels.  Jewish  writer  Hugh 
Nissenson  talks  about  his  fascination  with  religious 
experience.  Black  author  David  Bradley,  poet  Allen 
Ginsberg,  and  church  scholar  Jaroslav  Pelikan 
round  out  this  edifying  resource  on  the  art  and  craft 
of  religious  writing. 

Sanctuary:  A  Story  of  American  Conscience  and 
Law  in  Collision 
by  Ann  Crittendon 

Weidenfeld  &  Nicolson,  410  pages,  $21.95 

Between  1980  and  1983,  more  than  one  million 


people  from  El  Salvador  and  Guatemala  were 
driven  from  their  homes  by  wars  and  death 
squads.  A  group  of  Christian  clergy  and  lay 
workers  in  Arizona  started  an  underground 
railroad  to  provide  sanctuary  for  these  desperate 
refugees.  Ann  Crittendon,  former  foreign  corres- 
pondent for  Newsweek  and  a  New  York  Times 
reporter,  has  performed  an  invaluable  service  by 
telling  the  full  story  of  this  grassroots  civil 
disobedience  movement,  the  nine-month  under- 
cover investigation  of  it  conducted  by  the  Justice 
Department,  and  the  six-month  federal  trial  of 
eight  members  of  the  sanctuary  movement.  This 
volume  is  a  top-drawer  piece  of  investigative 
journalism  about  ethics  in  the  80s. 

Spiritual  Politics:  Religion  and  America  Since 
World  War  II 
by  Mark  Silk 

Simon  &  Schuster,  206  pages,  $19.95 

Mark  Silk,  a  reporter  for  the  Atlanta  Journal- 
Constitution,  has  written  a  lively  and  accessible 
survey  of  religious  developments  in  America  over 
the  past  four  decades.  He  covers  the  peace  of  mind 
movement,  ecumenism,  the  death  of  God  con- 
troversy, the  protest  against  the  Vietnam  War, 
and  the  rise  of  the  New  Right  evangelicals.  Among 
the  movers  and  shakers  are  Reinhold  Niebuhr, 
Fulton  J.  Sheen,  Will  Herberg,  Billy  Graham, 
Harvey  Cox,  and  Robert  Schuller.  Religious 
pluralism  in  America  is  a  blessing  and  the  fight 
to  keep  it  alive  is  still  of  paramount  importance. 

Wheat  That  Springeth  Green 
By  J.F.  Powers 

Alfred  A.  Knopf,  335  pages,  $18.95 

Wheat  That  Springeth  Green  is  J.F.  Powers' 
first  book  since  Look  How  the  Fish  Live,  a  1975 
collection  of  short  stories.  Here  the  novelist  is 
on  familiar  turf  as  he  profiles  the  life  and  ministry 
of  Father  Joe  Hackett. 

After  a  sexual  romp  in  adolescence  in  which 
he  learns  about  the  devil,  the  flesh,  and  the  world 
in  one  evening,  Joe  enters  seminary.  There  he 
wears  a  hair  shirt  in  an  attempt  to  achieve  "hard- 
core spirituality."  Following  service  as  an  assistant 
to  a  parish  priest,  he  takes  over  in  the  late  1960s 
as  head  of  a  suburban  Minnesote  church. 

Powers  cogently  presents  the  challenges  which 
try  Father  Joe's  faith  and  patience.  They  include 
parishoners  who  lean  on  him  for  political  and 
personal  favors,  the  agressive  materialism  of  the 
community,  and  the  money-raising  schemes  of  the 
diocese.  When  Bill,  a  curate  with  a  counter-culture 
philosophy,  is  assigned  to  work  with  him,  the  two 
forge  an  uneasy  fellowship.  Father  Joe's  values 
are  tested  by  this  young  religious  and  his  peers. 

J.F.  Powers  skillfully  reveals  Father  Joe's 
middle-aged  renewal.  There  are  no  crusades  here, 
no  dramatic  ethical  triumphs,  just  the  heroism 
of  one  parish  priest  muddling  through. 

Copyright  1988  by  Cultural  Information  Service 
(CIStms,  Inc.).  Reprinted  by  permission. 
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PEOPLE 

The  following  people  have 
been  named  to  chair  the 
synod's  newly  formed  pro- 
gram committees: 

The  Rev.  Joseph  Harvard, 
Partnership  Development 
Unit;  the  Rev.  Sylvester  Bul- 
lock, Global  and  Ecumenical 
Ministries;  Gordon  Sauls, 
Ministries  with  Presbyterian 
Institutions;  Grace  Solomon, 
Racial-Ethnic  Ministries;  the 
Rev.  Lamar  Williamson, 
Social  Justice. 

••• 

A  pastor  and  associate 
pastor  at  the  same  church 
both  retired  in  the  past  year, 
marking  the  second  time  their 
collaboration  has  ended.  The 
Rev.  Joseph  Mullin  and  the 
Rev.  Gharles  (Jack)  Reckard 
left  First  Church,  Greens- 
boro, N.C.,  Reckard  at  the 
end  of  1987  and  Mullin  on 
Easter  Sunday  1988.  They 
have  served  at  the  church 
since  1971. 

Previously,  they  served  in 
the  same  positions  at  Harvey 
Browne  Memorial  Church  in 
Louisville,  Ky.,  from  1960  to 
1968. 

••• 

Former  North  Carolina 
Gov.  James  Holshouser  has 
been  named  to  the  board  of 
trustees  of  St.  Andrews 
Presbyterian  College. 
••• 

The  Presbyterian  Church 
(U.S.A.)  Foundation  has 
added  another  staff  member. 
Leslie  Vidra  is  the  director  of 
legal  services.  She  will  work 
with  regional  representatives 
and  staff  members  in  the  gift- 
administration  department; 
she  will  also  consult  with 
donors  and  the  Foundation's 
outside  counsel. 

Vidra  has  been  in  private 
practice  for  nine  years  in  the 
Louisville  area. 

••• 

Mary  Goodman  Lane,  co- 
deputy  director  of  the  Presb- 
yterian Study  Center  in 
Montreat  will  retire  at  the  end 
of  1988,  after  27  years  of 
service  to  the  Study  Center 
and  its  predecessor,  the  His- 
torical Foundation.  During 
her  time  there,  she  served  as 
librarian,  research  librarian, 
senior  librarian,  associate 
director,  and  deputy  director. 
••• 

Davidson  College  Profes- 
sor Robert  Manning  has  been 
named  a  silver  medalist  in  the 
Professor  of  the  Year  compe- 
tition held  by  the  Council  for 
the  Advancement  and  Sup- 
port of  Education.  Manning 
teaches  physics  and  human- 
ities. 


Tornadoes  affect  N.C.  Presbyterians 


Relief  sent 
to  Armenian 
victims 

Continued  from  page  1 

tians.  The  Presbyterian  Church 
(U.S.A.)  participates  in  this 
long-term  response  through  its 
membership  in  the  World 
Council. 

Anyone  interested  in  contri- 
buting should  send  donations  to 
World  Service — Armenia  Re- 
lief, 100  Witherspoon  Street, 
Louisville,  Ky.  40202-1396.  All 
money  so  designated  will  go  to 
Armenian  relief. 

The  quake  was  the  Soviet 
Union's  strongest  in  80  years  and 
the  most  destructive  in  its  his- 
tory. It  left  half  a  million  people 
homeless  and  killed  more  than 
60,000  people. 


Continued  from  page  1 

"There  were  no  injuries,"  he 
said.  "It  was  miraculous."  Bird 
said  he  has  been  working  with 
other  ministers,  rabbis,  and 
priests  in  the  area.  "It's  just 
awesome  that  it  didn't  take 
people's  lives  en  masse." 

North  Raleigh  is  a  new  church 
that  does  not  yet  have  its  own 
building. 

The  path  of  destruction  in  the 
northern  part  of  the  city  looked 
like  a  war  zone.  Houses  and 
apartments  buildings  stood  with 
no  roofs  and  missing  numerous 
walls  on  second  floors.  Some 
had  been  reduced  to  rubble,  as 
though  bombed.  It  was  indeed 
difficult  to  see  how  anyone  could 
have  survived  such  destruction. 

Clothes  were  hanging  from 
trees,  and  household  goods  were 
strewn  about  yards.  At  one  site 
in  a  wooded  clearing  where  a 
subdivision  apparently  is 
planned  later  but  which  is  now 
vacant,  an  armchair  was  sitting 
upside  down;  a  few  hundred  feet 
away,  a  washing  machine  lay. 
Both  were  carried  by  the 
tornado. 

Many  subdivisions  and  apart- 
ment complexes  were  affected. 

Thomas  said  there  was  no  way 


of  assessing  how  many  members 
from  churches  in  the  area  lost 
homes  or  had  damage.  The 
presbytery  sent  a  letter  to  its 
churches  asking  for  special 
offerings. 

"We  were  called  from  a 
number  of  churches  outside 
Orange  Presbytery  on  how  they 
might  help,"  he  said. 

Bird  said  ministers  decided  to 
let  professionals  on  the  scene, 
such  as  the  Red  Cross,  do  their 
work,  while  the  ministers  were 
on  standby  for  counseling. 

"There  will  be  a  residue  of 
depression  and  anxiety,  espe- 
cially in  children,"  he  said. 
Church  World  Service  sent 
people  to  conduct  sessions  on 
crisis  counseling. 

He  had  compiled  a  bulletin 
insert  for  churches  and  syn- 
agogues to  use  giving  informa- 
tion on  different  sources  of  help 
available  to  victims  of  the  storm. 

The  churches  will  plan  an 
ecumenical  service  of  thanksgiv- 
ing that  people  were  not  hurt  as 
badly  as  they  could  have  been, 
a  service  that  will  also  demon- 
strate a  spirit  of  unity,  Bird  said. 

Rather  than  immediate  mate- 
rial goods,  the  churches  will  need 
financial  assistance  for  long- 
term  recovery,  he  said. 


The  sanctuary  at  St.  Andews  Church  in  Raleigh. 


Group  to  investigate  Massanetta  decision 


Continued  from  page  1 

At  the  Council  meeting,  the 
Rev.  George  Ducker  proposed 
a  substitute  motion  to  the  com- 
mittee's recommendation,  which 
later  was  incorporated  instead  as 
an  amendment  to  that  recom- 
mendation. Ducker's  motion  as 
finally  worded,  after  some  dis- 
cussion, and  added  to  the  com- 
mittee motion,  called  for  a 
group,  comprising  some  from 
the  Educational  Ministries 
Committee  as  well  as  others,  to 
investigate  the  decision  to  close 
Massanetta  and  report  back  in 
90  days. 

Discussion  among  the  Coun- 
cil indicated  a  desire  to  have  that 
group  consult  with  the  board,  as 
it  requested,  and  also  to  hear 


from  others  concerned  with  the 
board's  action. 

The  Rev.  William  Morris, 
board  chair,  indicated  that  the 
Council's  action  would  be  satis- 
factory to  the  board  as  long  as 
the  90-day  deadline  was 
included. 

In  speaking  to  the  Council  for 
the  board,  Morris  said,  "There's 
not  a  person  on  this  executive 
committee  or  the  board  as  a 
whole  who  doesn't  love  this 
institution  and  want  to  see  the 
right  thing  done."  He  asked  the 
Council  to  examine  records  on 
finances,  attendance,  and  other 
matters  and  said  the  board 
wanted  to  work  with  the 
Council. 

Massanetta  Executive  Direc- 
tor Robert  Stansell  cited  oper- 


ating losses  in  recent  years  and 
said,  "We're  prepared  to  report 
conclusively  and  non-equivo- 
cally:  the  building  is  not  safe  to 
operate."  He  added  that  the 
board  was  studying  how  to  best 
serve  the  interests  of  the  Pres- 
byterian Church. 

In  an  interview  later,  a  leading 
opponent  of  the  action,  Hal 
Finlayson,  expressed  concern 
about  how  fast  events  are  mov- 
ing, in  spite  of  the  Council's 
action,  and  said,  "We  feel  Mas- 
sanetta has  been  under  a  man- 
agement plan  that  can't  possibly 
work  for  an  aging  church  facil- 
ity. They  want  to  create  a 
Hyatt."  He  believes  that  Massa- 
netta is  in  better  financial  con- 
dition that  it's  ever  been,  he  said. 

Finlayson  is  a  former  execu- 


tive director. 

Opponents  of  the  action  want 
to  meet  with  the  special  group 
investigating  the  decision,  he 
said. 

Synod  Executive  Carroll  Jen- 
kins said  in  an  interview,  "That's 
positively  going  to  happen. 
Everyone's  going  to  have  their 
chance  to  be  heard." 

Finlayson  also  said  opponents 
want  the  chance  to  be  present 
when  the  committee  consults 
with  the  board.  Jenkins  said  the 
special  committee  would  have  to 
decide  its  procedure,  and  he  did 
not  know  whether  opponents 
would  be  able  to  be  present  at 
the  same  time  as  the  board. 

But  he  added,  "The  committee 
plans  to  provide  ample  oppor- 
tunity for  everyone  to  be  heard." 


Queens  dean  resigns,  interim  named 

The  dean  of  student  develop-     appointment  as  dean  of  student 


ment  at  Queens  College,  Dr. 
Linda  Little,  resigned  from  that 
position  effective  Dec.  16.  She 
has  served  Queens  since  July 
1987. 

Miss  Gene  Burton,  currently 
director  of  institutional  re- 
search, has  accepted  an  interim 


development,  effective  Dec.  16 
through  June  30,  1990.  A  grad- 
uate of  Queens,  Burton  has 
headed  the  Alumni  Office  and 
the  Office  of  Admissions.  She 
will  continue  for  the  time  being 
with  the  responsibilities  of  insti- 
tutional research. 


Richmond  office 
agreement  approved 


Davidson  official  named 
to  head  Arkansas  College 


Vice-President  for  Institu- 
tional Advancement  John  V. 
Griffith  will  leave  Davidson 
College  June  1  to  become  pres- 
ident of  Arkansas  College  in 
Batesville,  Ark.,  like  Davidson, 
a  Presbyterian  school. 

Griffith  leaves  after  10  years 
of  service  to  Davidson  in  the 
capacities  of  dean  of  admissions 
and  financial  aid  and  vice- 
president  for  institutional  ad- 
vancement, a  position  he 
attained  in  the  spring  of  1985. 
While  dean  of  admissions  and 
financial  aid,  Griffith  was  also 
the  director  of  Project  MATCH, 
a  federally  funded  demonstra- 
tion and  research  project  to 
improve  college  admissions, 
advising,  and  teaching. 

"John  Griffith  has  had  a  very 
marvelous  influence  on  David- 


son College  over  the  past  decade 
and  the  loss  of  his  guidance  and 
support  will  be  immeasurable." 
President  John  Kuykendall  said. 
"I  feel  a  great  personal  sadness 
at  his  departure,  and  I  know  that 
sentiment  is  shared  by  many 
others,  not  only  in  the  College 
family,  but  also  in  the  greater 
community." 

Griffith  received  his  under- 
graduate degree  from  Dickinson 
College  in  religion,  a  M.Div. 
from  Harvard  Divinity  School, 
and  a  doctorate  from  Syracuse 
University. 

At  Arkansas,  Griffith  will  be 
concerned  with  improving  the 
student  attrition  rate,  addressing 
faculty  concerns  over  tenure 
policy  and  the  quality  of  the 
library,  and  improving  the  qual- 
ity of  student  life. 


Continued  from  page  1 

vation  costs.  The  synod's  space  will 
be  4,700  square  feet,  in  the  old  house 
and  an  addition  to  be  built. 

Under  the  agreement,  both 
parties  will  have  equity  in  the  build- 
ing, probably  on  a  3.5  to  2  ratio. 

Wimberly  told  the  Council  the 
community  accepted  the  new 
plans;  community  opposition  had 
blocked  several  earlier  proposals. 
The  City  Planning  Commission 
voted  unanimously  to  approve  a 
variance  for  the  building,  Wim- 
berly said. 

Construction  could  start  within 
two  weeks  of  the  Council  meeting 
in  early  December,  he  said,  and 
the  building  possibly  could  be 
finished  by  the  first  of  June,  or 
by  summer's  end  at  latest,  unless 
the  ground  froze  and  the  start  of 
construction  was  delayed  until 
spring. 

As  for  financing  the  renova- 
tions, Wimberly  said  the  options 
were  to  sell  the  synod's  Raleigh 
building,  worth  an  estimated 
$300,000,  and  take  out  a  $50,000 
loan;  or  to  rent  the  Raleigh 
building  and  use  the  proceeds  to 
pay  for  the  renovations.  The 
negotiating  committee  recom- 
mended the  latter,  he  said. 


At  an  estimated  $7  per  square 
foot  for  rental,  income  would  be 
$44,600,  he  said,  while  the  esti- 
mated payment  on  the  Richmond 
renovation  would  be  $37,000. 

"Down  the  road,  the  synod 
would  own  two  properties,"  Wim- 
berly said.  In  addition,  the  Rich- 
mond payments  would  be  fixed, 
while  the  rental  income  would  rise. 

The  risk  involved  with  this  plan 
would  be  going  for  some  time 
without  a  tenant  and  thus  without 
income.  "We've  been  assured  that 
it  is  a  very  rentable  property," 
Wimberly  said.  The  Raleigh  build- 
ing would  require  $8-10,000  in 
renovation,  he  added. 

There  was  some  debate  in  the 
Council,  with  several  people 
opposing  the  agreement  on  the 
grounds  of  not  wanting  to  put 
money  into  renovating  the  Rich- 
mond building  when  the  Raleigh 
building  was  available;  others, 
however,  argued  that  the  two 
synod  assemblies  had  already 
settled  that  issue  and  directed  that 
offices  should  go  into  the  Rich- 
mond building  if  an  acceptable 
agreement  could  be  worked  out. 

The  Council  voted  to  api 
the  agreement  and 
the  Raleigh  building. 
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Thomas  is 
New  Hope 
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AMONG  THE 
PRESBYTERIES 

News  from  around  the  Synod 


2  Charlotte  churches  join 
hands  to  help  others 


Churches  share  worship  to 
build  sense  of  community 


Work  crew  from  First  Presbyterian,  Charlotte,  and  First  United 
Presbyterian  prepares  to  spend  the  day  working  on  construc- 
tion of  a  house  for  Habitat  for  Humanity. 


Dr.  Alfred  E.  Thomas 

When  the  Presbytery  of  New 
Hope  begins  operations  on  Jan- 
uary 1 ,  it  will  do  so  with  the  Rev. 
Alfred  E.  Thomas  as  its  execu- 
tive presbyter  and  stated  clerk. 
Thomas  has  served  as  the  execu- 
tive presbyter  of  Orange  Presby- 
tery for  five  years. 

Prior  to  that  Thomas  served  as 
director  of  the  Career  and  Per- 
sonal Counseling  Service  where 
he  administered  the  program 
operated  by  the  Presbyterian 
Synod  of  North  Carolina.  He  has 
served  as  pastor  to  Butner 
Church;  Center  Ridge  Church, 
Kenly;  Mizpah  Church,  Kenly; 
and  Oak  Grove  Church,  Middle- 
sex. 

His  educational  background 
includes  a  B.A.  from  Davidson 
College,  M.  Div.  from  Union 
Theological  Seminary,  M.Ed,  in 
rehabilitation  counseling,  Uni- 
versity of  North  Carolina  at 
Chapel  Hill,  and  a  Ph.D.  in 
counseling  psychology  from  the 
University  of  North  Carolina  at 
Chapel  Hill. 

As  the  chief  executive  officer 
he  will  be  responsible  to  the  pres- 
bytery for  the  implementation  of 
presbytery  decisions  in  matters  of 
strategy,  program,  and  resources 
and  provide  staff  services  for 
presbytery  committees.  Thomas 
will  serve  as  senior  executive  staff 
person,  providing  general  over- 
sight of  the  total  program,  mis- 
sion, and  ministry  of  the  presby- 
tery and  implementation  of  pres- 
bytery policies  and  decisions.  He 
will  also  give  leadership  to  long- 
range  planning  and  determina- 
tion of  priorities. 


Bill  Crump,  director  of  music 
Newport  News,  rehearsing  the 

For  a  second  year,  Presbyter- 
ians from  Carver,  Community, 
Denbigh,  Newport  News  First, 
Hidenwood,  Hilton,  KirkWood, 
Parkview,  Newport  News  Sec- 
ond, Wythe,  and  Yorkminster 
Churches  in  Hampton  and  New- 
port News,  Va.  in  Norfolk  Pres- 
bytery, have  enjoyed  an  extraor- 
dinary experience  of  shared 
worship  and  fellowship.  It 
began  in  the  fall  of  1987  as 
pastors  and  choir  directors  of  the 
churches  looked  for  a  way  to 
draw  their  congregations  to- 
gether for  celebration  and  in- 
spiration. "A  Presbyterian 
Gathering"  was  planned  to  in- 
clude a  service  of  worship  in  the 
Reformed  tradition,  instrumen- 
tal and  choral  music,  a  banner 
processional,  and  a  social  hour. 

The  response  was  so  enthusi- 
astic, thanks  primarily  to  the 
superb  sounds  of  the  125-member 

Albemarle 
funds  3  projects 
helping  poor 

Albemarle  Presbytery  has 
apportioned  a  grant  of  $500  from 
the  Presbyterian  Hunger  Program 
Committee  to  three  projects:  the 
Greenville  Life  Center  in  Green- 
ville, N.C.,  which  is  changing  from 
a  shelter  to  a  transitional  housing 
program;  the  Ahoskie  Sewing 
Project,  which  enables  rural  wo- 
men who  receive  low  wages  great- 
er opportunity  by  teaching  them 
to  market  their  skills  in  a  worker- 
owned  company;  and  the  Eliza- 
beth City  Food  Co-op,  which  co- 
ordinates the  work  of  hunger 
organizations. 


G.A.  moderator  preaches 
at  Orange's  last  meeting 


The  last  stated  meeting  of 
Orange  Prebytery  was  held  on 
a  crisp,  bright  autumn  day  at 
the  Hawfields  Church  in 
Mebane,  the  same  church 
where  the  presbytery  held  its 
first  stated  meeting  on  the  first 
Wednesday  of  September  in 
1770.  Three  hundred  ninety- 
one  people  were  in  attend- 
ance, representing  91  of 
Orange  Presbytery's  127 
churches.  The  meeting  open- 
ed with  a  special  worship  ser- 
vice with  Kenneth  Hall,  the 
moderator  of  the  General 
Assembly  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church  (U.S.A.),  preaching. 

Business  transacted  at  the 
meeting  dealt  with  the  division 
of  assets  after  Orange  Presby- 
tery ceases  to  be  as  of 
December  3 1 .  The  approval  of 
vded  on  a  basis 


of  40  percent  going  to  Salem 
Presbytery  and  60  percent  to 
the  Presbytery  of  New  Hope 
was  adopted  in  regard  to  all 
undesignated  capital  funds. 
The  rationale  of  the  40-60 
division  has  to  do  with 
equalizing  all  assets  coming 
into  the  new  presbyteries  from 
the  antecedent  presbyteries. 

At  a  special  closing  worship 
service,  John  Kuykendall, 
president  of  Davidson  Col- 
lege, preached,  and  the  Lord's 
Supper  was  celebrated.  Al 
Thomas,  executive  presbyter 
and  stated  clerk  of  Orange 
Presbytery,  concluded  the 
meeting  with  a  special  bene- 
diction, which  the  Council  of 
Orange  Presbytery  requested 
be  published  for  all  members 
of  the  presbytery.  It  is  printed 
to  the  right. 


at  Carver  Memorial  Church, 
125-voice  choir. 

choir,  that  "A  Presbyterian 
Gathering  II"  was  planned  for 
1988.  This  time  the  event  was  of- 
fered twice  in  the  sanctuary  of 
the  Hidenwood  Church.  At  each 
"Gathering"  over  500  partici- 
pated, including  a  choir  of  120 
members. 

The  service  was  led  by  pastors 
from  the  participating  congrega- 
tions and  included  a  slide  presen- 
tation "Peninsula  Presbyterians 
Celebrate  the  Journey,"  provid- 
ed by  each  church,  and  a  script 
based  on  the  Book  of  Order. 

Harold  McKeithen,  pastor  of 
the  Hidenwood  Church  and 
chair  of  the  Planning  Committee 
for  the  Gathering,  will  be  happy 
to  provide  additional  informa- 
tion to  those  who  may  be  look- 
ing for  ways  to  build  a  stronger 
sense  of  community  with  fellow 
Presbyterians. 


The  Peacemaking  Committee 
at  First  Church,  Charlotte,  N.C., 
has  involved  members  of  the  con- 
gregation in  projects  that  reach 
out  to  others  at  home  and 
abroad. 

At  the  local  level,  this  com- 
mittee initiated  the  first  joint 
venture  since  reunion  between 
members  of  First  United  Presby- 
terian and  First  Presbyterian. 
More  than  25  volunteers  from 
the  two  uptown  churches  have 
formed  a  crew  to  build  houses 
for  Habitat  for  Humanity,  work- 
ing one  Saturday  every  two 
months.  Joseph  Wilson,  retired 
manager  and  member  of  First 
United,  is  the  crew  leader. 

"Celebrating  a  Thousand 
Years  —  Life  and  Faith  in  the 
Soviet  Union"  was  the  theme  of 
the  intergenerational  festival  held 
late  this  summer. 

Designed  by  the  committee  in 
response  to  a  mission  theme, 


Congregation  grows  beans, 
donates  to  feed  hungry 


Bean  snapping  at  Bethesda  (left  to  right):  the  Rev.  Dan  Clark,  pastor;  Violet 
Bolen;  Susie  Tolley 


In  response  to  the  needs  of  the 
homeless  and  hungry,  the 
Bethesda  congregation  in  She- 
nandoah Presbytery  developed 
the  Green  Bean  Project.  They 
planted  a  large  patch  of  green 
beans  on  the  farm  of  Lula  and 
Wallace  Beckner,  where  they 
carefully  watered  and  tended  the 
growing  vines.  During  the  hot, 
dry  season  when  beans  were  hard 
to  find,  the  patch  was  blessed 
with  an  abundance  of  the  long, 
green  vegetables. 

Early  in  the  morning  10-20 


"pickers"  came  to  the  patch. 
They  shuttled  beans  to  the 
church  where  they  joined  the 
"snappers."  Both  groups  be- 
came the  "canners"  and  pro- 
cessed approximately  370  quarts 
of  beans. 

In  early  August  a  group  took 
309  quarts  of  beans  to  Roanoke, 
Va.,  and  delivered  them  to  Justice 
House,  a  community  of  the 
poor.  The  remaining  beans  were 
used  in  the  local  community  for 
Thanksgiving  baskets. 


The  benediction  at  Orange 
Presbytery: 

"Go  now  into  this  good  day 
—  confident  that  these  218 
years  we  bring  to  a  close  are 
but  prologue  to  untold  possi- 
bilities of  witness  in  our  new 
presbyteries; 

Go  now  into  this  good 
night  —  guided  by  the  Light 
by  which  you  have  walked, 
lo,  these  many  years; 

Go  now  into  this  good  to- 
morrow —  knowing  that 
even  as  some  go  east,  some 
go  west,  there  is  no  east  or 


west  in  Christ;  and  we  con- 
tinue in  community  even  as 
we  form  new  and  different 
presbyteries. 

And  now  may  God,  who 
has  called  us  to  be  Orange 
Presbytery  and  who  now 
calls  us  to  lay  it  down,  lead 
us  on  a  new  pilgrimage  from 
Salem  to  New  Hope,  from  the 
peace  which  truly  passes 
understanding  to  the  hope 
we  have  in  Jesus  Christ. 

And  now  let  all  God's  peo- 
ple say,  AMEN." 


"People  and  Churches  of  the 
USSR,"  for  the  1,000-year  an- 
niversary of  the  Russian  Or- 
thodox Church,  the  festival 
began  with  breakfast  after  which 
folk  dancing  and  learning  booths 
were  featured. 

Russian  church  history  and 
culture  were  explored  through 
activities  which  included  story 
telling,  video,  food  tasting, 
Ukranian  egg  dyeing,  music,  and 
icons. 

Carlisle  Harvard  of  First 
Church  in  Durham  spoke  at  the 
1 1 :00  a.m.  worship  service.  She 
is  director  of  International 
House  at  Duke  University  and 
has  led  tour  groups  to  Russia. 

Traditional  Russian  church 
music  and  prayers  were  also 
used  at  the  morning  service. 

In  these  two  projects,  the 
Peacemaking  Committee, 
chaired  by  Rose  Ellen  Stanbery, 
emphasized  that  peacemaking 
begins  at  the  personal  level  and 
then  extends  throughout  the 
world. 


Rocky  Mount 
chosen  for  New 
Hope  office 

At  its  third  assembly  on 
Thursday,  October  27,  the 
Presbytery  of  New  Hope 
made  a  decision  on  the  lo- 
cation of  its  office.  After 
much  discussion,  the  Assem- 
bly voted  to  concur  with  the 
recommendation  of  the  Office 
Location  and  Name  Commit- 
tee to  put  the  new  presbytery's 
office  in  Rocky  Mount. 

As  the  committee  reported, 
other  possibilities  considered 
were:  Tarboro,  Raleigh,  Wil- 
son, and  Wendell,  and  the 
possibility  of  two  offices  in 
the  west  and  east  ends  of  the 
new  presbytery. 

Rocky  Mount  offers  a  cen- 
tral location  for  the  whole 
presbytery,  and  has  good  ac- 
cess via  major  highways  and 
Interstate  95,  and  was  chosen 
to  represent  a  compromise  be- 
tween the  demographic  and 
geographic  centers,  as  well  as 
to  promote  a  "spirit  of  coop- 
eration between  people  who 
understand  that  everyone's 
time  is  valuable  and  every  in- 
dividual's gifts  are  impor- 
tant." It  was  also  noted  that 
the  Presbyterian  churches  in 
Rocky  Mount  have  pledged 
the  sum  of  $18,000  for  the 
purpose  of  setting  up  this  of- 
fice. 
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Thanksgiving  at  Barium 


Turkey,  gravy,  dressing,  yeast 
rolls,  vegetables,  and  pumpkin 
pie.  No  mother  or  grandmother 
on  earth  could  do  it  better. 
Anxious  helpers  rush  to  set 
tables  and  serve  food.  Everyb- 
ody is  excited  about  the  fellow- 
ship, but  the  food  gets  top 
billing. 

The  children  from  the  Pre- 
Adolescent  and  Adolescent  Cen- 
ters joined  together  for  the  feast. 
Over  60  young  people  ages  10 
to  19  and  the  staff  of  the  two 
Centers  enjoyed  the  fantastic 
meal  that  the  Adolescent  Center 
cook,  Jimmie  Lue  Scott, 
prepared. 

As  wonderful  as  the  food  and 
fellowship  was,  it  can't,  and 
didn't,  take  the  place  of  a  family. 
Some  children  were  able  to  go 
home  for  the  holiday.  Others, 
who  have  been  in  foster  care  for 
years,  have  no  real  home  to  go 
to.  And  still  others  can't  return 
to  a  home  where  physical  and 
emotional  abuse,  fear,  and  pain 
have  occurred. 

Staff  at  both  Centers  deal  with 
a  range  of  emotions  from  the 
children  during  the  holidays. 
Some  of  the  children  are  glad 

Survey  is 
conducted 

A  survey  covering  issues  that 
affect  job  satisfaction  and  tenure 
was  administered  to  the  staff  in 
the  Adolescent  and  Pre-Adoles- 
cent  Center  programs  in  mid- 
September. 

Agencies  with  programs  of  an 
intensive  residential  nature,  such 
as  our  programs  at  Barium,  have 
a  history  of  high  staff  turnover 
which  is  related  to  job  satisfac- 
tion. The  purpose  of  the  survey 
was  to  identify  factors  which 
enhance  or  hamper  job  satisfac- 
tion and  thus  affect  the  length 
of  time  a  staff  member  might 
work  in  intensive  residential 
programs. 

A  computer  analysis  of  the 
information  was  completed  and 
will  be  used  over  the  next  six 
months  to  reinforce  those  fac- 
tors which  are  positively  affect- 
ing the  staff  and  to  shore  up 
those  areas  which  need  atten- 
tion. The  survey  will  be  con- 
ducted at  six-month  intervals 
and  the  results  compared  to  the 
previous  survey. 

The  survey  was  developed 
by  Campus  Administrator 
Rochelle  Haimes,  Adolescent 
Center  Director  Abe  Wilkinson, 
and  Pre-Adolescent  Center 
Director  Miriam  Johnson,  in 
collaboration  with  Dr.  Frank 
Kuhn  of  Lutheran  Family  Services. 

Haimes  will  be  meeting  with 
representatives  of  other  agencies 
with  similar  programs  and  pop- 
ulations as  Barium  Springs  to 
discuss  the  possibility  of  con- 
ducting the  survey  at  those 
agencies.  A  comparison  of  data 
from  different  agencies  is  likely 
to  show  notable  likenesses  and 
differences  in  the  problem  area 
of  staff  turnover,  and  Haimes 
hopes  that  several  solutions 
might  appear  as  well. 


Staff  and  children  give  thanks  for  the  Lord's  blessings  and 
for  the  food  they  are  about  to  eat. 


to  be  away  from  home,  sur- 
rounded by  adults  they  know 
care  about  them.  But  others  may 
feel  only  anger  that  they  can't 
help  their  mother  prepare  her 
favorite  dressing  recipe,  or  go 
play  outside  with  their  cousins 
and  friends  after  the  meal. 

No  one  can  blame  a  child  for 
having  these  feelings.  All  staff 
can  do  is  help  them  deal  with 
those  feelings  and  with  the 
problems  the  child  and  family 


are  having. 

Even  though  the  Thanksgiv- 
ing lunch  was  a  great  success, 
it  wasn't  home.  Even  though 
there  was  great  fellowship  with 
friends  and  devoted  staff,  it 
wasn't  family.  Our  job  is  to 
rebuild  fractured  families  and 
redirect  young  lives  as  well  and 
as  quickly  as  possible.  These 
young  folks  need  to  have  a 
chance  for  the  holidays  to  mean 
to  them  what  they  mean  to  most 
of  us. 


Thanks  to  the  Churches 


The  Annual  Thanksgiving 
Offering  for  Barium  Springs 
Home  for  Children  took  place 
last  month  in  the  Presbyterian 
churches  of  North  Carolina. 

The  children  and  staff  of 
Barium  Springs  would  like  to 
thank  each  church  and  its  con- 
gregation for  sharing  with  North 
Carolina's  children  and  families 
in  our  care.  We  would  also  like 


to  thank  the  pastors  and  church 
staff  for  their  help. 

We  would  gladly  welcome  any 
questions,  suggestions,  or  com- 
ments concerning  the  Thanks- 
giving Offering.  Please  feel  free 
to  call  Reade  Baker  or  Lisa 
Crater  collect  at  (704)  872-4157. 
Or  write  to  us  at  Barium  Springs 
Home  for  Children,  P.O.  Box  1, 
Barium  Springs,  N.C.  28010. 


Executive  Director  Earle  Frazier  (left)  receives  a  check  from 
William  Roseman,  president  of  the  West  Junior  Civitan  Club, 
for  the  Dana  Armstrong  Memorial  Fund. 

Armstrong  memorial  fund 
established  at  Barium 


A  memorial  fund  for  Dana 
Armstrong,  a  Barium  alumnus 
who  was  killed  in  a  swimming 
accident  in  July,  has  been  estab- 
lished by  Barium  Springs  Homes 
for  Children. 

Armstrong  grew  up  at  Barium 
Springs  Home  for  Children  and 
graduated  from  South  Iredell 
High  School  in  1975.  He  was 
employed  as  a  social-studies 
teacher  at  West  Iredell  High 
School  in  1986,  where  he  was 
also  an  assistant  football  coach 


and  faculty  advisor  to  the  West 
Iredell  Junior  Civitan  Club. 

When  Armstrong  died  unex- 
pectedly in  July,  his  family, 
friends,  students,  and  co- 
workers wanted  to  do  something 
in  his  memory,  so  they  ap- 
proached the  Home  to  inquire 
about  setting  up  a  memorial 
fund  in  Dana's  name.  Since  that 
time  numerous  clubs,  faculty, 
and  friends  have  raised  $1,700 
for  the  fund,  and  donations  are 
still  being  accepted. 


...Or 
So  It 
Seems 


Two  years  ago  she  sent  her 
first  money  order.  Others  fol- 
lowed at  two-week  intervals. 
Several  weeks  ago  another  gift 
came  accompanied  by  the  simple 
words,  "pray  for  me."  Last  week 
her  gift  came  with  a  long  letter 
telling  about  the  problems  her 
grown  children  were  having  and 
about  her  own  bout  with  alco- 
hol. She  requested  that  I  visit 
her.  Today  I  did.  And  I'm  glad. 

I  found  a  person  who  has 
experienced  enough  to  squelch 
all  desire  for  living.  And  yet,  I 
found  a  person  who  was  facing 
her  problems  dead  in  the  eye  and 
calling  it  by  its  real  name.  I 
found  one  with  faith  that  God 
would  handle  those  things  she 
could  not  handle.  I  found  no 


Earle  Frazier,  ACSW 
Executive  Director 

piosity;  just  an  unpretnetious 
belief  in  life,  friends,  and  God. 

Her  younger  son  lived  here 
several  years  ago  and  she  is 
grateful  for  what  the  staff  tried, 
without  success,  to  do  for  him. 
Her  tithe  has  come  to  Barium 
for  two  years  because,  "I  want 
it  to  go  somewhere  1  know  it  will 
do  some  good." 

What  an  honor  she  pays  us! 
And  what  a  burden  she — and 
others  like  her — place  on  those 
of  us  who  labor  here;  a  solemn 
obligation  to  assure  that  her 

faith  produces  good  works. 


7*5  ^^^^^ 
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Camera,  Ready,  ACTION! 
Social  worker  Colin  Johnson  (far  right)  and  cottage 
counselor  Greg  Samuels  shoot  a  scene  from  the  movie  the 
children  in  their  Drama  Enrichment  Class  are  making.  In 
this  scene  the  children  find  a  treasure  map  which  promises 
to  lead  them  to  the  "lost"  Barium  Springs. 

Board  of  regents  meet 


The  Board  of  Regents  of 
Barium  Springs  Home  for 
Children  met  for  its  fall  meeting 
Nov.  13-14  on  the  Barium  Springs 
campus.  Seventeen  of  the  23 
members  were  present. 

The  board  heard  reports  from 
staff,  the  Program  Committee, 
the   Facility   and  Property 


Committee,  the  Church  Rela- 
tions Committee,  and  the  En- 
dowment Trust  Committee,  and 
it  adopted  a  budget  for  the  fiscal 
year  1989. 

Two  new  members,  Mr.  John 
R.  Friday  of  Lincolnton  and  the 
Rev.  James  H.  Logan  Jr.  of  Char- 
lotte, were  welcomed  to  the  board. 


r* 


In  Memory  —  In  Honor 

Barium  Springs  Home  for  Children 


Donor . 


Address 


IN  MEMORY  -  IN  HONOR 

My  gift  of  S  is  enclosed. 

I  wish  to  [I  Honor      Z  Remember 


Name  of 

Honoree  or  Deceased 
Address  


On  the  occasion  of   

Date  of  death  if  applicable 

Survivor  to  notify   

Address  


Relationship  of  survivor  to  honoree 


P.O.  Box  i,  Barium  Springs,  NC  28010 
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The  sift  of  life  is  freely  given  to  those  most  in  need 


Professor  Charles  M.  Swezy 
leaned  back  in  the  portable 
reclining  chair  and  braced  him- 
self. Around  him.  eager  (and 
some  not  so  eager)  participants 
were  queueing  up  to  face  the 
nurse  in  an  ultimate  confronta- 
tion with  the  needle.  The  Blood- 
mobile  was  back  on  campus  and 
was  coaxing  every  bit  of  much- 
needed  blood  it  could  from  the 
seminary  community. 

Like  others  who  gave  the  gift 
of  life  that  day  in  Lingle  Hall, 
Swezy  feels  it  is  the  least  that 
he  can  do  for  others.  Moreover, 
he  has  a  special  reason  for  giving 
blood.  In  addition  to  teaching 
Christian  ethics  at  the  seminary, 
he  also  serves  on  the  board  of 
the  Richmond  Metropolitan 
Blood  Service  (RMBS),  a  non- 
profit organization  established 
in  1974  to  serve  the  needs  of  14 
Richmond  metropolitan  hospi- 
tals whose  need  for  whole  blood 
and  its  components  is  great. 

"It  was  quite  by  chance  that 
1  became  involved  with  RMBS," 
recounts  Swezy.  "One  day  three 
women  came  into  my  office  with 
a  question  for  me.  One  was 
chaplain  at  St.  Mary's  Hospital, 
one  was  an  administrator  at  the 
Eye  Bank,  and  the  third  worked 
with  organ  transplant  donations 
at  the  Medical  College  of  Vir- 
ginia. They  wanted  to  know  if 


there  were  theological  resources 
or  statements  by  church  bodies 
which  they  could  use  to  encour- 
age local  churches  and  syn- 
agogues to  donate  blood  and 
organs.  We  couldn't  find  any- 
thing very  helpful." 

The  four,  along  with  an 
administrator  from  the  Blood 
Service,  began  to  meet  regularly 
to  work  on  a  statement  and 
brochure.  The  realized  the  great 
potential  of  congregations  as  a 
means  for  communication  and 
education.  It  was  clear  that  it 
was  up  to  local  communities  to 
formulate  their  own  statements. 

The  committee  prepared  an 
informative  paper  to  be  used  by 
clergy  and  produced  a  brochure 
for  wider  distribution,  citing  the 
needs  for  blood  and  organs,  the 
religious  dimension  of  giving 
(including  scripture  and  sermon 
suggestions),  and  the  practical 
application  and  impact  of  dona- 
tions. They  began  sponsoring  an 
annual  "Giving  for  Life"  day. 

The  first  year,  more  than  50 
churches  participated.  A  video- 
tape was  created.  The  program 
continued  with  increasing  par- 
ticipation for  three  years. 
Churches  began  conducting 
blood  drives  several  times  a  year. 
"I  suspect  well  return  to  this 
program  in  the  future,"  Swezey 
said. 


Why  is  Professor  Swezey  smiling?  Is  it  because  he  enjoys 
giving  blood,  or  wants  to  give  confidence  to  others  in  the 
line,  or  because  he  is  having  his  picture  taken?  If  asked,  he 
would  probably  answer  yes  to  all  three. 


Two  years  later,  Swezey  was 
asked  to  sit  on  an  ad  hoc  com- 
mittee at  the  Blood  Service  to 
discuss  the  issues  of  "self- 
directed"  giving.  The  recent 
outbreak  of  AIDS  has  fright- 
ened many  people  about  the 
safety  of  giving  or  receiving 
blood.  Autologous  giving,  or 
donating  one's  own  blood  for 
one's  own  future  surgery,  has 
increased.  Other  people  began 
requesting  "self-directed" giving, 
blood  donated  by  famiy  or 
friends  specified  by  the  patient. 

The  board  of  the  RMBS,  to 


which  Swezey  was  appointed 
last  year,  allows  "self-directed" 
giving,  but  discourages  it.  It  is 
permitted  only  when  a  local 
physician  consents  to  the 
request.  The  board  fears  that 
self-directed  giving  will  encour- 
age coercion  and  so  cause  family 
and  friends  to  be  less  than  honest 
about  their  medical  health.  Self- 
directed  giving  also  lacks 
anonymity. 

Charles  Swezey  knows  about 
the  precautions  which  are  taken 
to  test  the  purity  of  donated 
blood.  He  is  confident  about  the 


safety  of  giving  and  receiving 
blood. 

"Voluntary  giving  is  the  best 
safeguard  to  ensure  pure  blood, 
and  there  is  no  danger  of  getting 
the  AIDS-virus  from  donating," 
he  said.  "You  have  just  about 
as  much  chance  of  getting  the 
AIDS-virus  from  receiving 
blood  which  is  voluntarily 
donated  as  you  have  of  getting 
hit  by  a  car  while  crossing  the 
street,"  he  exclaimed. 

The  need  for  blood  is  great  in 
Richmond,  due  to  the  number 
of  heart,  eye,  kidney,  and  other 
transplants,  as  well  as  other 
major  surgery,  Richmond  uses 
two  hundred  units  of  blood  a 
day — twice  the  national  average. 
Blood  must  be  used  within  35 
days  of  donation,  and  volunteers 
are  sought  constantly.  Eight 
percent  of  the  Richmond  pop- 
ulation donates  blood,  a  figure 
higher  than  the  national  average. 

Twice  a  year  the  Blood  Service 
sends  its  team  of  nurses  to  the 
Union  Seminary  community. 
This  year  29  units  of  blood  were 
collected  to  help  meet  the  daily 
demand  and  replace  the  supply 
for  future  needs.  And  before  the 
academic  year  is  out,  lines  will 
form  in  Lingle  Hall  once  again 
to  donate  that  most  precious  of 
all  gifts — life. 


Church-State  conference 
to  be  held  in  March 


2  noted  visiting  speakers 
provide  fresh  perspectives 


UTS  library  director  John  Trotti  (left)  and  the  Very  Rev. 
Thomas  F.  Torrance  examine  a  book.  Torrance  and  Phillip 
Berryman  spoke  recently  on  campus. 


Two  noted  theologians,  the 
Very  Rev.  Professor  Thomas  F. 
Torrance  and  Phillip  Berryman, 
addressed  members  of  the  Rich- 
mond Theological  Center  ( RTC) 
at  special  convocation  lectures 
recently  in  Watts  Chapel.  The 
RTC  community  is  a  consortium 
comprising  Union  Theological 
Seminary,  the  Presbyterian 
School  of  Christian  Education, 
and  the  School  of  Theology  of 
Virginia  Union  University. 

The  Very  Rev.  Professor  Tho- 
mas F.  Torrance,  former  profes- 
sor of  Christian  dogmatics  at  the 
University  of  Edinburgh  and 
former  moderator  of  the  General 
Assembly  of  the  Church  of 
Scotland,  spoke  in  Watts  Chapel 
on  November  3. 

John  Leith,  professor  of  theol- 
ogy at  the  seminary,  introduced 
Torrance  as  "a  man  uncom- 
promising in  his  insistence  upon 
the  integrity  and  authenticity  of 
the  faith  on  the  one  hand,  and 
on  the  other  hand,  a  man  who 
has  effectively  engaged  the  intel- 
lectual community  both  inside 
and  outside  Christian  circles," 
conversing  not  only  with  lawyers 
but  with  scientists. 

Torrance  lectured  in  Leith's 
classes  and  spoke  at  morning 
chapel  on  the  distinctive  contri- 
bution of  the  Reformed  tradi- 
tion to  Western  cultures.  Using 
the  analogy  of  light  as  an  ulti- 
mate factor  in  our  knowledge  of 
the  universe,  he  compared  its 
characteristics  to  Jesus  Christ, 
the  light  of  the  world,  who  is  a 
constant,  invisible,  impartial 
nger  of  information  and 


understanding. 

Later  that  day,  Torrance 
spoke  to  the  RTC  community 
about  the  doctrine  of  God,  the 
trinity  of  God,  and  the 
Reformed  tradition  and  its 
impact  on  the  scientific  culture 
around  us. 

Berryman  served  as  a  priest  in 
a  Panama  City  barrio  for  eight 
years,  helping  to  organize  a 
successful  housing  cooperative 
there.  In  1976  he  joined  the  staff 
of  the  American  Friends  Service 
Committee  and  served  as  their 
representative  to  Central  Amer- 
ica until  1981.  Now  based  in 
Philadelphia,  he  spends  much  of 
his  time  researching  and  writing 
about  Central  American  issues. 

Berryman's  emphasis  on 
underlying  causes  for  the  crises 
in  Central  America  has  led  him 
to  draft  proposals  about  human 
rights  and  to  propose  to  U.S. 


policy-makers  steps  toward  pos- 
sible solutions.  He  has  organized 
fact-finding  delegations  to  Nica- 
ragua and  El  Salvador  and  has 
maintained  close  relationships 
with  professional,  political,  and 
grassroots  organizations  and 
individuals.  Among  his  books 
are  The  Religious  Roots  of 
Rebellion:  Christians  in  Central 
America  Revolutions,  What's 
Wrong  with  Central  America 
and  What  to  Do  About  It,  Inside 
Central  America:  The  Essential 
Facts,  and  his  latest  book, 
America  and  Beyond. 

In  addition  to  his  lecture, 
Berryman  engaged  in  an  infor- 
mal discussion  with  students  at 
their  social  ethics  dialogue/ 
luncheon,  a  weekly  forum  for 
discussing  contemporary  issues 
from  the  perspective  of  the 
Christian  faith. 


The  Office  of  Continuing 
Education  will  sponsor  a  confer- 
ence on  March  2-3  designed  to 
study  the  effect  of  the  first 
amendment  of  the  Constitution 
on  church-state  relations  in  the 
United  States. 

Conference  leaders  include 
David  Little  from  the  University 
of  Virginia,  John  F.  Wilson  from 
Princeton  University,  James  E. 
Wood  Jr.  from  Baylor  Univer- 
sity, and  Wade  Clark  Roof  from 
the  University  of  Massachusetts. 
Topics  covered  include  "The 
Reformed  tradition  and  the  First 
Amendment,"  "Church-State 
Relations  in  the  United  States 
to  1940,"  "Recent  Cases  in 
Church-State  Relations  in  the 


United  States,"  and  "  'Oldline' 
Churches  and  the  First  Amend- 
ment Today." 

The  conference  will  conclude 
with  a  panel  discussion  moder- 
ated by  W.  Taylor  Reveley  III, 
partner  in  the  Hunton  &  Wil- 
liams law  firm  in  Richmond. 

There  will  be  no  fee  for  the 
course,  but  there  will  be  a  $50 
fee  for  room  and  board.  Plan 
now  to  attend  this  conference  on 
the  effects  of  the  Reformed 
Tradition  on  American  demo- 
cracy from  the  founding  of  the 
nation  to  modern  times.  Call  the 
Office  of  Continuing  Education 
(804-355-0671)  for  further 
information. 


December 
student  activities 

Dec.  2        Westminster  Hall's  annual  Christmas  party 

Dec.  3         UTS  Women's  Group  hosts  Santa  Claus  party 
for  the  more  than  88  children  on  campus 

Dec.  4         Advent  worship  service  and  tree  trimming 

Dec.  7-9      Collection  of  food  for  the  hungry 

Dec.  1 1       President  Hartley  Hall  entertains  second-level 
class 

Dec.  13       UTS  Womens'bake  sale 
Dec.  14-16  EXAMS 

Dec.  17       International  students  visit  Williamsburg 
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Crisis  as  Opportunity: 
Challenges  in  the  Elijah  Stories 
Lesson  5,  January: 
The  Crisis  of  Discouragement 

Circle  Bible  Leaders  Study  Guide 


By  Carol  T.  (Pinky)  Bender 

"I've  had  it.  I  can't  take  another  step. 
I  can't  make  another  decision.  I  can't  see 
another  person,  preach  another  sermon, 
plan  another  meal.  I  just  can't... I  am 
mentally,  physically,  and  spiritually 
exhausted.  I  am  the  only  one  who  cares 
about  this  project  and  now  I've  lost 
interest,  too.  Leave  me  alone!" 

Common  words  for  a  common  cause 
of  fatigue!  Perhaps  Elijah  could  have 
expressed  these  same  words  in  a  different 
day  and  in  a  different  context,  but  the 
root  cause  of  this  fatigue,  this  discour- 
agement, as  the  session  this  month  calls 
it,  is  what  modern  psychiatrists,  psychol- 
ogists, ministers,  and  just  plain  folks  call 
"burn-out." 

Elijah  bottoms  out 

"The  Crisis  of  Discouragement"  seems 
to  be  the  "bottoming-out"  part  of  the 
study  of  Elijah.  He  has  had  his  high 
moments  on  the  mountain.  His  God  has 
"beat  out"  the  Baal  of  those  pagan 
prophets.  Life  should  be  looking  up  for 
Elijah,  but  in  the  passage  for  this  month, 
the  prophet  of  God  is  depicted  as  moping 
around  with  his  bottom  lip  poked  out! 

As  preparation  for  this  session,  try  to 
glance  over  at  least  one  resource  on  burn- 
out. Several  good  books  are  as  follows: 
John  A.  Sanford,  Ministry  Burnout 
(New  York:  Paulist  Press);  Herbert  J. 
Freudenberger,  Burn-out  (Garden  City, 
N.J.:  Anchor/ Doubleday);and  Freuden- 
berger and  Gail  North,  Women's  Burn- 
out (Doubleday).  The  Sanford  book  has 
a  chapter  entitled  "Elijah's  Problem," 
which  deals  with  the  prophet's  sense  of 
failure  and  resulting  burn-out.  Or  you 
may  want  to  consult  the  magazine  file 


in  your  local  library  for  articles  in 
professional  journals  on  different  kinds 
of  burn-out. 

Report  on  Jezebel 

In  the  week  or  two  prior  to  the  circle 
meeting,  ask  someone  to  bring  in  a  report 
on  Jezebel  to  supplement  the  material 
found  in  the  study  book  by  Dr.  Mary 
Boney  Sheats.  Or,  you  may  choose  to 
do  this  research  yourself.  A  good  Bible 
dictionary,  or  Old  Testament  textbook, 
will  be  helpful. 

Begin  the  meeting  by  asking  the  group 
to  define  "burn-out."  Record  these 
answers  for  comparison  with  the  Elijah 
account  later  on  in  the  sermon.  Freu- 
denberger and  North  define  this  affliction 
as  "a  wearing  down  and  wearing  out  of 
energy.  It  is  an  exhaustion  born  of 
excessive  demands  which  may  be  self- 
imposed  or  externally  imposed  by 
families,  jobs,  friends,  value  systems,  or 
society,  which  depletes  one's  energy, 
coping  mechanisms,  and  internal  resour- 
ces. It  is  a  feeling  state  which  is  accom- 
panied by  an  overload  of  stress,  and 
which  eventually  impacts  on  one's 
motivation,  attitudes,  and  behavior." 
(Women's  Burn-out,  pages  9  and  10) 

Burn-out 

Ask  questions  like,  What  causes  burn- 
out? How  can  we  avoid  it?  What  do  we 
do  about  it  when  it  sneaks  up  on  us? 
How  can  we  sense  that  the  problem  is 
bigger  than  a  good  night's  sleep  or  pulling 
ourselves  up  by  the  proverbial  boot 
straps? 

Have  volunteers  read  I  Kings  19:  1- 
10.  Ask  the  circle  to  recall  "all  that  Elijah 
had  done,"  as  recorded  in  I  Kings  18: 
20-46.  How  do  you  think  Ahab  presented 


this  information  to  Jezebel?  What  do  you 
think  was  Ahab's  relationship  with  his 
wife  Jezebel?  What  kind  of  person  was 
she?  (At  this  point,  either  ask  for  the 
report  on  Jezebel,  or  give  some  back- 
ground material  from  your  own 
research.)  How  did  the  queen  respond 
to  Ahab's  account  of  the  battle  on  Mount 
Carmel?  (This  would  be  a  good  place  to 
use  Joan  Gray's  first  section  of  questions 
on  "evil"  found  on  page  76  of  the  study 
book.) 

Elijah's  Symptoms 

What  symptoms  of  burn-out  does 
Elijah  exhibit  in  this  passage?  (Fear, 
depression  to  the  point  of  being  suicidal, 
exhaustion,  isolation)  Compare  Elijah's 
symptoms  to  those  given  by  the  group 
as  the  causes  of  burn-out.  Are  there 
similiarities  or  differences?  Who  came  to 
help  Elijah?  Think  of  people  around  you 
(even  yourself!)  who  may  be  bordering 
on  burn-out.  What  can  you  do  to  help 
them?  Spend  some  time  discussing 
Elijah's  above-mentioned  symptoms, 
using  Dr.  Sheats's  questions  on  page  36. 
What  happens  if  the  person  does  not 
want  to  be  helped?  What  part  does  self- 
pity  play  in  burn-out? 

One  of  the  points  that  Dr.  Sheats 
brings  out  is  God's  patience.  How  does 
God  treat  Elijah?  What  attributes  of  God 
do  you  sense  in  this  passage?  How  do 
you  experience  the  patience  of  God  in 
your  own  life?  What  kinds  of  people  does 
God  send  to  minister  to  you?  With  what 
results? 

If  your  group  likes  to  do  research,  you 
may  want  to  deal  with  Mark  9:2-29,  the 
story  of  Jesus  on  the  mountaintop  with 
Peter,  James,  and  John.  Gray  says, 
"Elijah  experienced  his  greatest  tempta- 


tion to  despair  immediately  after  his 
greatest  triumph  of  faith."  (page  76)  Ask 
the  circle  members  to  think  of  times  in 
their  own  lives  when  they  have  had 
"mountaintop"  experiences.  What  hap- 
pened in  the  aftermath?  Even  if  failure 
is  not  the  issue,  how  do  we  respond  after 
a  big  event  in  our  lives?  What  can  we 
do  to  combat  the  "let-down"  feeling  that 
comes  after  holidays,  vacations,  confer- 
ences, etc.? 

If  the  circle  members  feel  comfortable 
sharing  with  one  another,  try  asking  for 
volunters  to  give  high  and  low  points  in 
their  spiritual  journeys.  There  is  a  chart 
on  page  84  of  the  study  book,  and  each 
person  may  want  to  take  time  to  fill  that 
in.  Or,  you  may  want  to  deal  with  other 
biblical  characters  who  suffered  from 
"low"  times  in  their  ministries:  Moses, 
Sarah,  Joseph,  Jonah,  and  Paul. 

Closing  Meditation 

For  a  closing,  use  Isaiah  43:1-2  as  a 
meditation.  Ask  each  individual  to  think 
of  times  when  God  has  led  her  "through 
the  waters,"  or  "through  the  rivers,"  or 
"through  the  fire."  Stress  the  word 
"through"  because  God  does  not  want 
us  to  wallow  in  self-pity,  but  wants  us 
to  keep  moving  through  our  "bad" 
experiences. 

Use  sentence  prayers,  or  the  words  of 
an  uplifting  hymn,  such  as  "God  of  Grace 
and  God  of  Glory,"  or  "Immortal, 
Invisible,  God  Only  Wise,"  to  wrap  up 
this  session. ..and  to  dispel  the  last  traces 
of  discouragement! 

The  Rev.  Carol  T.  (Pinky)  Bender  of 
Charlotte,  N.C.,  is  the  pastor  of  McQuay 
Church. 


Lesson  6,  February: 

The  Crisis  of  a  Call  to  Action 


By  Carol  T.  (Pinky)  Bender 

"Go  forth..."  "Get  up  and  get  on  with 
your  life!  Quit  feeling  sorry  for  yourself." 
This  is  not  the  kind  of  message  that  Elijah 
wanted  to  hear!  This  is  not  the  kind  of 
message  that  those  of  us  who  are  modern 
"Elijahs"  want  to  hear!  Remember  in  the 
last  lesson  Elijah  was  nursing  his  wounds, 
sticking  his  lower  lip  out  in  a  pity-party 
pout,  wallowing  in  self-pity  as  he  hit  what 
we  hope  will  be  his  low  point  in  this  series 
of  studies!  Now  in  the  subsequent 
passage,  we  see  that  God  has  called  Elijah 
into  action.  The  time  has  come  to  put 
whatever  is  bothering  him  aside  and  to 
return  to  the  place  where  God  first  spoke 
to  him,  to  Mount  Sinai  or  Mount  Horeb. 

God's  word  comes  to  Elijah  after  Elijah 
has  eaten  food,  drunk  water,  and  had 
time  to  recuperate  with  plenty  of  rest. 
He  is  feeling  better,  more  fit  in  both  body 
and  spirit,  and,  despite  his  hiding  in  a 
cave,  should  be  ready  to  do  as  God  tells 
him  to  do. 

Hear  God's  Word 

As  you  prepare  to  teach  this  session, 
consider  your  own  sense  of  how  you 
"hear  the  word  of  God."  How  does  God 
speak  to  you?  Through  what  means  of 
communication  does  God  instruct  you? 
Guide  you?  Dr.  Mary  Boney  Sheats, 
author  of  the  study  book,  says  "Elijah 
did  not  have  a  once-for-all  encounter 
with  the  Lord  that  kept  him  faithful  for 
the  rest  of  his  life.  Rather,  on  many 
occasions  he  felt  estranged  from  God  and 
needed  a  fresh  experience  to  restore  the 


relationship."  (page  40)  Consider  your 
own  spiritual  journey  and  the  ups  and 
downs  that  it  may  contain.  How  has  God 
spoken  to  you  "in  the  valleys"?  "on  the 
mountaintops"? 

In  preparation  for  the  opening  exer- 
cise, write  the  biblical  references  in  the 
next  paragraph  on  cards  and  distribute 
them  as  the  women  arrive. 

God  speaks  through... 

To  begin  your  circle  meeting,  you  may 
want  to  ask  the  members  to  finish  the 
sentence:  "I  hear  God  speaking  to  me 
through..."  Compare  these  answers  with 
how  God  speaks  to  people  in  the  Bible, 
i.e.  Abraham  (Genesis  15:  1 ;  22:  1 ),  Moses 
(Exodus  3:  1-4),  Isaiah  (Isaiah  6:  1-8), 
and  Paul  (Acts  1-9).  What  differences 
and  similarities  do  you  perceive? 

Give  a  brief  review  of  last  month's 
study  and  remind  the  group  of  Elijah's 
despair  when  last  we  saw  him!  Have  a 
volunteer  read  the  text  for  this  lesson, 
I  Kings  19:  11-18.  You  have  already 
touched  on  the  call  to  action  in  your 
personal  preparation  to  teach  as  sug- 
gested above.  Decide  if  your  group  will 
feel  comfortable  discussing  the  questions 
that  you  have  asked  yourself. 

The  text,  in  the  last  half  of  verse  1 
and  all  of  verse  12,  says  that  "the  Lord 
passed  by."  A  dramatic  picture  is  given 
of  that  "passing  by."  How  do  we  expect 
God  to  speak  today?  Think  of  some 
modern  images  that  you  could  apply  to 
"wind,"  "earthquake,"  and  "fire."  Why 
do  you  think  God  spoke  to  Elijah  in  "a 
still  small  voice"?  Ir  this  theophany,  or 


manifestation  of  the  presence  of  God, 
Davie  Napier,  the  author  of  Word  of 
God,  Word  of  Earth,  says  this:  "We  have 
before  us  a  description  that  is  incompar- 
ably eloquent  by  virtue  precisely  of 
economy,  simplicity,  and,  in  all  of 
biblical  literature,  stark  singularity.  Time 
stands  quite  still.  It  is  a  moment  of  crisis 
majestically  detached  from  all  known 
and  common  ways,  and  it  is  recounted 
in  Hebrew  without  the  use  of  a  single 
verb  to  say  the  naked  power  of  static, 
substantive  words."  Dr.  Napier  also 
points  out,  in  his  translation  of  this 
passage,  that  "a  still  small  voice"  can  be 
translated  more  accurately,  "a  sound  of 
gentle  silence."  (pages  61-62) 

Places  of  silence 

What  is  the  place  of  silence  in  our 
world  today?  Using  the  biblical  referen- 
ces in  the  study  book  on  pages  40  and 
41  (and  others  that  come  to  mind), 
discuss  modern-day  attitutes  toward 
silence.  What  happens  to  a  conversation 
when  one  person  chooses  not  to  talk? 
In  what  kind  of  atmosphere  do  our 
teenagers  study?!  How  dependent  are 
most  of  us  on  the  radios  in  our  auto- 
mobiles? (Think  of  other  aspects  of 
silence,  or  the  lack  of  silence,  to  share 
with  the  group.) 

God  repeats  the  question  to  Elijah, 
"What  are  you  doing  here?"  Use  the  first 
question  in  the  "Pause  and  Reflect" 
section  on  page  40  of  the  study  book  to 
elicit  discussion.  (You  may  choose  to  use 
the  questions  under  "Bible  Study  Helps," 
on  page  77.)  After  reading  Elijah's 


response  again — it  is  basically  the  same 
as  in  verse  10 — consider  what  God  asks 
Elijah  to  do.  God  asks  Elijah  to  take 
direct  political  action  in  another  country 
that  will  result  in  the  death  of  the 
monarch!  Why  does  God  require  this  of 
Elijah?  Remember  Chapter  Four  in  the 
study  book?  The  question  in  the  Elijah 
stories  is  always  one  of  ultimate  loyalty. 
Whatever  stands  between  God  and  the 
people  must  be  sacrificed,  must  be 
eliminated,  so  that  the  final  and  ultimate 
loyalty  is  to  God  and  to  God  alone.  There 
is  no  distinction  between  the  world  of 
faith  and  the  world  of  politics  in  this 
passage.  There  is  no  notion  that  God's 
domain  is  just  spiritual.  "Whoever  or 
whatever  stands  between  the  people  and 
their  putting  God  first  must  be  sacri- 
ficed." (Sheats,  page  43)  What  do  we  put 
first  before  God?  What  idols  do  we 
worship?  What  steps  do  we  need  to  take 
to  get  our  priorities  in  order?  What  is 
getting  in  my  way  of  acknowledging 
God's  sovereignty? 

The  time  has  come  for  Elijah's  suc- 
cessor to  step  into  the  scene.  Elisha  is 
anointed,  and  eventually  it  is  he  who 
carries  out  the  other  requests. 

In  closing,  you  may  want  to  use  the 
suggestion  in  the  study  book  on  pages 
44  and  45. 

Or  you  may  choose  to  close  by 
thanking  God  for  the  "surprises"  that 
have  come  into  the  lives  of  your  circle 
members.  (See  page  41,  and  also  Ques- 
tion #1  under  "Pause  and  Reflect," 
44.)  Ask  each  person  who 
pray  a  sentence  or  two. 
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Last  issue  recognizes  presbytery  staff 


Since  Orange  Presbytery  goes 
out  of  existence  at  the  end  of 
1988,  this  page  will  be  the  last 
Orange  Presbytery  page.  Most 
of  it  deals  with  the  staff  persons 


who  have  served  the  presbytery 
in  recent  years,  as  a  way  of 
recognizing  and  thanking  them 
for  that  service. 


The  Orange  Presbyterian 


Betty  Berghaus,  Editor 

P.O.  Box  2874,  Durham,  27705 


December  1988 

(919)  286-0704 


People  who  serve  on  Orange  staff  have  varied  roles 


By  Betty  Berghaus 

Since  this  is  the  last  issue  of 
the  Orange  Presbytery  page,  the 
editor  would  like  to  devote  most 
of  this  page  to  a  thanks  to  the 
folks  who  have  worked  in  the 
office  of  Orange  Presbytery  and 
enabled  the  presbytery  to  carry 
out  its  many  functions  and 
programs. 

Orange  Presbytery  officially 
ceases  to  be  as  of  December  31, 
1988;  however,  the  present  staff 
members  will  stay  on  during  the 
first  quarter  of  1989  in  order  to 
help  with  transition  to  the  new 
presbyteries  of  Salem  and  New 
Hope. 

Al  Thomas  is  the  executive 
presbyter  and  stated  clerk,  and 
will  serve  in  the  same  position 
for  the  Presbytery  of  New  Hope 
starting  on  January  1,  1989.  He 
and  wife  Elaine  have  four  grown 
children. 

Al  has  done  much  to  enable 
the  presbytery  to  run  smoothly 
and  efficiently  since  coming  to 
this  position  in  1983,  and  he  is 
greatly  respected  and  loved  as  a 
staff  member  by  all  at  the  office 
because  of  his  sincere  caring  and 
compassion  for  all. 

Jim  Watkins  is  the  associate 
stated  clerk  and  associate  in 
church  development.  He  has 
been  on  the  staff  of  Orange  Pres- 
bytery in  adjunct  and  interim 
positions  since  1968  and  in  his 
present  position  since  1979.  He 
and  wife  Jean  have  three  grown 
children. 

Jim  has  served  several 
churches  in  Orange  Presbytery, 
and  still  preaches  once  a  month 
for  the  Church  of  the  Cross  in 
Greensboro.  He  is  known  around 
the  office  for  his  love  of  hot  Texas 
food  and  for  sharing  jokes. 

Paul  Ransford,  associate  in 
outdoor  ministries,  fidgets  when 
he  has  to  be  in  the  office  too 
long,  and  likes  to  wear  his  camp 
clothes  to  the  office  so  he  can 
head  out  to  Camp  New  Hope 
or  Presbyterian  Point  when  he 
feels  too  desk-bound.  Paul  over- 
sees facilities,  programs,  and 
people  and  very  much  enjoys  the 
variety  in  his  work. 

He  and  wife  Sally  are  the 
proud  parents  of  three  girls. 

Kay-Robert  Volkwijn,  asso- 
ciate in  special  ministries,  has 
also  been  serving  as  the  hunger 
enabler  for  the  synod.  He  and 
wife  Desiree  are  from  South 
Africa  and  have  two  grown  girls. 
Kay-Robert  came  to  the  presb- 
ytery from  the  Timothy  Darling 
Church  in  Oxford  in  1984. 

Chuck  Noonan  is  the  treas- 
urer of  the  presbytery,  and  has 
been  working  in  the  office  since 
1979.  He  is  known  around  the 
office  for  his  great  sense  of 
humor  and  his  great  appetite.  He 
is  also  a  computer  whiz. 

Marjorie  (Margie)  O  Briant  is 
the  bookkeeper,  and  has  been  at 
the  office  since  1982.  She  has 
nine  grandchildren  and  three 
birds,  and  loves  them  all  a  lot. 
She  handles  finances  and  is  the 
one  who  makes  sure  that  the  rest 
of  us  get  our  paychecks. 

Anne  Higgs  is  the  office  man- 
ager and  secretary  for  the  stated 
clerk.  She  is  the  mother  of  four, 
and  the  grandmother  of  one,  and 
i  her  office  that  says 


"I  can  handle  any  crisis — I  have 
children!" 

Dot  Bass  is  the  administrative 
assistant  to  the  executive  presb- 
yter and  the  Committee  on  the 
Ministry.  She  is  the  proud 
mother  of  two  grown  children 
and  one  grandchild,  and  is  a 
member  of  the  Hudson  Memor- 
ial Church.  She  has  ably  handled 
all  the  paperwork  for  the  Com- 
mittee on  Ministry  since  1981. 

Debbie  Pearson  is  the  secre- 
tary to  camps  and  leadership 
development.  She  is  the  mother 
of  three,  a  19-year-old  boy  and 
twin  12-year-old  girls.  She 
spends  a  lot  of  her  time  running 
the  printing  press,  especially 
when  printing  brochures  for  Bob 
and  Paul,  and  also  does  regis- 
tration for  camps  and  events  and 
much  more. 

Betty  Berghaus  is  the  secretary 
for  administrative  services,  and 
has  served  at  the  presbytery 
office  in  various  part-time  posi- 
tions since  1983.  She  is  also  the 
director  of  Christian  education 
for  Trinity  Avenue  Church  in 
Durham,  and  is  the  mother  of 
a  six-year-old  girl  and  the  wife 
of  a  minister  in  the  presbytery. 

Missing  from  the  picture  is 
Bob  Poteet,  associate  in  leader- 
ship development.  Bob  ably  and 
joyfully  led  the  presbytery  in  this 
position  for  four  years.  He  and 
wife  Carol  and  their  four  child- 
ren have  moved  to  Houston, 
Texas,  where  Bob  has  been 
called  to  a  position  as  an  asso- 
ciate pastor  at  the  Grace  Church. 

The  newest  face  in  the  office 
(not  pictured)  is  Molly  Morgan, 
who  is  serving  as  the  peace 
enabler  for  Orange  Presbytery. 
She  spends  her  time  learning 
about  resources  (people,  papers, 
positions,  etc.),  getting  out  a 
newsletter,  and  trying  to  encour- 
age churches  to  be  involved  in 
or  to  recognize  their  involve- 
ment in  peacemaking.  She  is  a 
candidate  for  the  ministry  and 
a  student  at  Duke  Divinity 
School 

CAMP  STAFF 

Greg  Bryan  serves  with  wife 
Karen  as  manager  of  Presbyter- 
ian Point.  His  job  includes  such 
duties  as  repairing  sailboats  and 
fixing  the  plumbing.  He  also 
mows  grass,  makes  trash  runs, 
washes  dishes,  and  rents  sailboats. 

He  most  enjoys  doing  reno- 
vations on  the  buildings,  which 
Orange-Aid  funds  have  made 
more  possible.  Greg  enjoys  any 
outdoor  activities  and  loves 
fatherhood. 

Karen  Bryan  is  officially  the 
administrative  manager  of  Pres- 
byterian Point,  but  her  jobs  vary 
from  cleaning  cabins,  to  washing 
dishes  for  60  people,  to  mowing 
grass.  When  those  jobs  don't  in- 
terrupt, she  manages  the  office 
and  acts  as  hostess  to  the  various 
groups  who  use  the  camps.  She 
is  especially  happy  as  the  mother 
of  one-year-old  Andrew. 

Frank  Smith  is  the  manager 
and  caretaker  of  Camp  New 
Hope,  and  oversees  the  facility 
and  employees.  He  and  wife  Sue 
have  two  grown  children  and 
one  grandchild.  Frank  enjoys 
watching  fishing  and  watching 
sports. 


Pictured  are  the  staff  of  Orange  Presbytery:  First  photo,  front  row,  left  to  right:  Debbie 
Pearson,  Anne  Higgs,  Karen  Bryan  with  Andrew,  Margie  O'Briant.  Back  row,  left  to  right: 
Jim  Watkins,  Frank  Smith,  Greg  Bryan,  Chuck  Noonan.  Second  photo,  front  row,  left  to 
right:  Betty  Berghaus,  Dot  Bass.  Back  row,  left  to  right:  Paul  Ransford,  Al  Thomas,  Kay- 
Robert  Volkwijn. 


A  look  at  'Loaves  &  Fishes' 

Raleigh  ministry  serves  children 


The  "Loaves  and  Fishes  Min- 
istry" in  Raleigh  is  housed  at  the 
Westminster  Church  on  Whi- 
taker  Mill  Road  and  is  busy 
doing  ministry  in  that  city. 
Included  here  is  an  excerpt  from 
the  newsletter,  called  "LAF 
Lines,"  which  will  illustrate  the 
various  ministries  of  this 
organization: 

Dear  Friends, 

Frequently — in  the  midst  of  a 
Long-Range  Planning  meeting, 
in  a  moment  of  discovery  with 
a  child,  sharing  breakfast  with 
my  "Parent  Friend,"  noticing  the 
deepening  relationship  of  a 
Study  Buddy  team,  or  in  times 
of  worship  with  our  staff — I  am 
filled  with  a  great  sense  of  gra- 


titude to  be  a  part  of  Loaves  and 
Fishes.  We  really  are  helping 
people  to  make  changes  in  their 
lives,  to  have  hope  for  the  future, 
and  to  have  day  to  day  moments 
of  gentleness,  wonder  and  joy. 

Of  course  I've  always  felt  that 
Loaves  and  Fishes  was  doing 
something  important,  but  this 
fall  I  feel  like  we're  becoming 
whole.  The  Long-Range  Plan- 
ning Committee  is  evaluating 
and  envisioning  in  all  areas  of 
our  work.  The  "Churches  for 
LAF"  task  forces  and  the 
Finance  Committee  have  plans 
which  will  help  to  broaden  our 
base  of  financial  support. 

Parent  Friends  and  the  vision 
of  a  "mentor"  program  for  high- 
school  students  bring  a  com- 


pleteness to  the  services  we  offer. 
They  provide  structures  which 
will  enable  LAF  to  approp- 
riately serve  children  in  grades 
K-12  and  provide  support  for 
their  parents. 

We  are  maturing — growing 
into  wholeness — and  I  feel 
touched  by  a  sense  of  holiness 
as  I  participate  in  this  process. 
The  changes  that  are  happening 
here  are  good  and  important  and 
powerful. 

I  am  deeply  grateful  to  each 
of  you  for  making  Loaves  and 
Fishes  possible,  and  for  allowing 
me  to  be  a  part  of  it. 

Signed, 
Nancy  Newell 
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Massanetta  task  force 
meets  with  trustees 


The  special  task  force  ap- 
pointed by  the  Synod  Council 
to  investigate  the  decision  to 
close  Massanetta  Springs  Con- 
ference Center  met  on  Jan.  21 
with  the  center's  board  of  trus- 
tees at  Massanetta  Springs;  it 
has  also  met  with  representatives 
of  the  owners  of  cottages  and  the 
organization  Friends  of  Massa- 
netta, which  opposes  the  trus- 
tees'decision  to  close  the  facility. 
As  a  result  of  the  meeting  with 
trustees,  they  agreed  to  extend 
the  period  for  the  synod  to 
respond  to  the  decision  from 
three  months  to  six  months, 
from  early  December  until  late 
May. 

In  addition,  the  task  force 
decided  to  hold  hearings  in 
February  and  March  so  that 
people  interested  in  the  issue 
may  comment.  Those  hearings 
will  be  Feb.  22-23  in  Richmond 
and  March  1-2  in  Norfolk. 

The  Synod  Assembly  for  1989 
will  be  held  in  late  May,  so  the 
task  force  will  make  a  final 
report  to  that  meeting.  A  pre- 
liminary report  will  go  to  the 

Synod  School  to 

The  Synod  School  was  an 
annual  event  for  a  number  of 
years  in  the  Synod  of  the  Pied- 
mont, and  the  Synod  of  the  Mid- 
Atlantic  continued  the  tradition 
with  the  school  last  July.  The 
event,  however,  will  not  be  held 
in  1989;  planners  are  working 
now,  though,  to  plan  a  signif- 
icant Synod  School  for  1990. 

"The  School  was  an  event  that 
brought  people  together  from 
across  the  synods  to  have  an 
experience  of  community  in  the 
connectional  church,"  those  or- 
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Council's  meeting  on  March  3. 

The  board  voted  in  October 
to  close  the  facility  because  it 
believed  necessary  renovations 
would  be  too  expensive.  The 
decision  has  caused  great  con- 
troversy; opponents  believe  the 
management  has  not  considered 
less  expensive  ways  to  use  the 
facility. 

Opponents  appeared  before 
the  synod's  Educational  Minis- 
tries Committee  and  requested 
it  to  recommend  action  by  the 
synod  to  fight  the  decision  to 
close.  The  committee  recom- 
mended that  the  Council  inves- 
tigate the  decision;  the  Council 
decided  to  appoint  the  task  force 
to  do  that. 

The  January  meeting  was  the 
first  between  the  task  force  and 
the  board;  the  two  groups  met 
for  an  hour  and  a  half.  They 
agreed  to  each  appoint  two 
representatives  to  plan  how  to 
get  responses  from  interested 
individuals  and  churches 
throughout  the  synod.  Part  of 
the  gathering  of  responses  will 
be  through  the  hearings. 

resume  in  1990 

ganizers  said  in  a  letter.  It 
emphasized  an  intergeneration- 
al,  multi-racial,  family  atmos- 
phere. The  school  included 
classes,  worship,  and  recreation. 

Organizers  decided  not  to 
hold  it  this  year  for  several 
reasons:  the  new  synod  provides 
an  opportunity  to  evaluate  min- 
istries and  design  new  forms,  if 
they  seem  advantageous;  the 
transition  to  a  fully  operating 
new  synod  offers  a  good  time  to 
pause  to  make  such  evaluation; 
and  the  confusion  surrounding 
the  future  of  Massanetta  Springs 
Conference  Center,  where  the 
Synod  School  traditionally  took 
place,  created  uncertainty  about 
a  school  in  1989. 

The  plans  for  1990,  however, 
are  definite.  The  organizing 
group  is  meeting  this  far  in 
advance  to  plan  a  "synod-wide 
community  event  in  the  summer 
of  1990."  The  letter  said  the 
event  then  "will  offer  opportun- 
ities for  education,  spiritual 
growth,  recreation  and  fellow- 
ship." 

It  added,  "the  event  requires 
new  dreams  and  new  visions  to 
shape  a  new  reality." 

Planners  will  release  more 
information  as  they  develop 
fuller  details  of  the  Synod 
School  in  1990. 
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Dr.  John  MacLeod  (center)  and  his  wife,  Coppie,  greet  guests  at  his  retirement  reception. 

MacLeod  honored  with 
reception  upon  retirement 


Dr.  John  D.  MacLeod  Jr.  was 
honored  with  a  reception  upon 
his  retirement  at  the  end  of  1988. 
MacLeod  was  the  last  executive 
of  the  old  Synod  of  North 
Carolina;  for  the  past  year,  he 
has  served  as  administrator  of 
the  Synod  of  the  Mid-Atlantic's 
Raleigh  office. 

His  duties  in  that  post  ended 
with  1988;  MacLeod,  66,  chose 
to  retire.  He  had  served  as 
executive  of  the  Synod  of  North 
Carolina  since  1981. 

A  number  of  people  at  the 
reception  spoke,  many  in  a 
humorous  vein.  The  Rev.  Col- 
lins Kilburn,  executive  director 
of  the  North  Carolina  Council 
of  Churches,  said,  "25  denom- 
inations in  North  Carolina  are 
very  much  opposed  to  the  idea 
of  his  retiring."  He  paid  tribute 
to  MacLeod's  ecumenical  work. 

"He's  made  a  very  wonderful 
and  vital  contribution  to  inter- 
denominational life  in  North 
Carolina." 

Several  speakers  also  noted 
his  interest  in  higher  education. 
The  Rev.  Roger  Woods  of  the 


Committee  on  Theological  Ed- 
ucation of  the  General  Assembly 
said,  "One  of  the  basic  things  in 
our  Reformed  tradition  was 
concern  for  higher  education. 
John  MacLeod  has  been  a  great 
Reformer  and  stood  for  that 
tradition." 

Retired  president  Mable 
McLean  of  Barber-Scotia  Col- 
lege said,  "This  man  has  given 
himself  to  something  that  out- 
lasts life." 

The  Rev.  Robert  Clark  of 
Ahoskie,  N.C,  paid  tribute  to 
MacLeod's  43  years'  service  to 
the  church  and  said,  referring  to 
a  book  containing  expressions  of 
appreciation,  "There  is  bound 
up  in  here  the  largest  collection 
of 'Dear  John'  letters  for  anyone 
who's  still  well  regarded." 

The  Rev.  Z.N.  Holler  said, 
"John,  you  have  been  a  gentle- 
man in  a  work  that  doesn't 
always  make  being  a  gentleman 
easy." 

In  response,  MacLeod  said,  "I 
am  moved  greatly."  He  had 
received  letters  and  greetings 
from  every  place  he  had  served, 


he  noted. 

In  remembering  his  career,  he 
recalled  serving  as  presbytery 
executive  in  St.  Petersburg,  Fla., 
when  the  first  union  presbytery 
outside  border  states  formed  in 
that  area.  "I  have  some  comfort 
that  some  of  the  things  I  have 
done  have  mattered,"  he  said. 

He  noted  that  when  he  entered 
the  ministry,  the  Presbyterian 
Church  U.S.  was  completely 
separate  from  the  Presbyterian 
Church  U.S.A.  and  that  the 
races  were  separate. 

"Only  now  are  we  entering  the 
fullness  of  interrelationships  I 
think  the  Synod  of  the  Mid- 
Atlantic  will  bring  to  us,  and  I 
rejoice  in  that." 

As  to  retiring,  he  told  those 
assembled  that  "I  said  to  [his 
wife]  Coppie,  'I've  carried  you 
over  all  the  rough  spots  of  life,' 
and  she  said,  'Well,  you  haven't 
missed  many.'" 

He  expects  to  remain  busy  in 
retirement  doing  interim  work  in 
the  church.  In  his  career,  he  ser- 
ved as  pastor,  presbytery  exec- 
utive, and  synod  executive. 


Date  change  goes 
into  effect 

With  this  issue,  the  first  of  1989, 
The  Presbyterian  News  changes  its 
way  of  dating  editions.  This  issue 
is  called  the  February  issue;  al- 
though there  is  none  called  Jan- 
uary, we  are  not  skipping  an  issue: 
this  edition  comes  out  on  the 
regular  schedule. 

We  are  making  the  change  to 
solve  the  problem  of  the  newspaper 
coming  out  at  the  end  of  a  month, 
and  frequently  during  the  first  part 
of  the  next  month.  This  problem 
has  arisen  as  we  have  added 
subscribers  and  presbytery  pages, 
expansions  that  caused  delays  in 
producing  the  newspaper. 

From  now  on,  you  should  receive 
each  month's  paper  late  the  previous 
month  or  early  in  that  month. 

We  hope  this  change  takes  care 
of  any  problems  associated  with 
the  paper  coming  out  at  the  end 
of  a  month. 


Davis  Ycucll  serves 
an  interim  pastorate 

The  last  executive  of  the  Synod 
of  the  Virginias,  the  Rev.  Davis 
Yeuell,  is  serving  as  interim  pastor 
of  the  Old  Stone  Church  in 
Louisburg,  West  Virginia.  Yeuell 
served  in  1988  as  administrator  of 
the  Roanoke  office  of  the  Synod 
of  the  Mid-Atlantic. 

Yeuell  and  the  executives  of  the 
two  other  old  synods  that  joined 
to  form  the  Synod  of  the  Mid- 
Atlantic,  North  Carolina  and  the 
Piedmont,  were  designated  ad- 
ministrators of  the  offices  that  had 
been  headquarters  for  their  re- 
spective synods.  Their  duties 
ended  with  1988. 

John  MacLeod  of  the  Raleigh 
office  retired  at  the  end  of  1988, 
while  Carroll  Jenkins  of  the 
Baltimore  office  was  elected  synod 
Yeuell  is  serving  as  interim  pastor 
until  June. 


Rev.  Davis  Yeuetl 

He  joined  the  staff  of  the  Synod 
of  the  Virginias  in  1974  as  coor- 
dinator of  resources  and  became 
synod  executive  in  1976. 

Yeuell  said  he  intends 
interim  work  professic 
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Washington  group  examines  conflict  in  N.  Ireland 


As  an  answer  to  the  question 
"What  can  we  do"  about  con- 
ditions in  Northern  Ireland,  10 
Christians  from  Washington, 
D.C.,  including  several  Presby- 
terians, visited  that  strife-torn 
area  in  mid-November.  They 
went  in  response  to  an  invitation 
from  Catholic  priest  Gerry  Rey- 
nolds and  Methodist  pastor  Sam 
Burch,  both  of  Belfast,  who 
visited  Washington,  including 
Chevy  Chase  Presbyterian 
Church,  last  April.  The  two 
invited  people  to  see  what  Ca- 
tholics and  Protestants  were 
accomplishing  together  in 
Northern  Ireland. 

The  Washington  group  visited 
for  a  week.  Some  stayed  in 
Clonard  Monastery,  where  Rey- 
nolds is  a  priest  assigned  to 
ecumenical  ministries;  some 
stayed  in  Cornerstone  Commun- 


ity, where  Burch  leads  a  recon- 
ciliation ministry  in  the  midst  of 
the  embattled  Falls  Road  (Ca- 
tholic) and  Shankill  (Protestant) 
areas.  Still  others  stayed  in  St. 
Peter's  rectory  and  a  home. 

These  sites  in  West  Belfast  are 
where  para-military  extremists 
from  the  Irish  Republican  Army 
and  the  Unionists  engage  in 
terrorism.  Burch  and  Reynolds 
serve  in  a  joint  ministry  to 
victims  of  that  terrorism. 

The  group  went  to  listen  and 
learn.  One  important  lesson  was 
finding  signs  of  hope. 

"While  the  media  seems  only 
to  tell  of  bombs  and  other  bad 
things,"  said  one  of  the  Amer- 
icans, "there  are  core  groups  of 
Christian  persons  from  both  the 
Catholic  and  Protestant  com- 
munities who  are  committed 
enough  and  courageous  enough 


to  work  for  reconciliation.  Such 
groups  of  persevering  reconcil- 
ers are  the  hope  for  Northern 
Ireland  as  well  as  for  the  whole 
world. 

"These  persons  and  groups 
not  only  deserve  our  support, 
but  are  examples  for  all  of  us 
to  follow." 

Among  people  the  Americans 
met  were  victims  of  terrorism, 
political  leaders,  religious  lead- 
ers, and  U.S.  government  offi- 
cials stationed  in  Belfast.  The 
group  worshipped  with  Protest- 
ants and  Catholics,  separately 
and  jointly;  toured  ecumenical 
reconciliation  centers;  and  visit- 
ed several  successful  self-devel- 
opment centers. 

The  Washington  Christians 
came  back  convinced  they 
should  act  in  a  number  of  ways. 
A  primary  one  is  to  encourage 


economic  development  in 
Northern  Ireland,  through 
church  and  business  connec- 
tions, in  the  conviction  that 
scarce  employment  causes  much 
of  the  turmoil  in  the  region. 

Some  others  were  to  encour- 
age others  to  visit;  plan  ex- 
changes of  church  staff  and 
youths;  encourage  tourism  to 
Northern  Ireland;  study  the 
conflict  and  try  to  influence  the 
U.S.  public  and  government,  as 
well  as  American  churches  as  to 
possible  ministries  of  reconcili- 
ation; and  urge  theological 
schools  to  plan  courses  in  non- 
violence. 

The  group  also  plans  to  deep- 
en relationships  among  its 
members  for  increased  ecumen- 
ical work  in  the  Chevy  Chase 
area,  from  where  most  of  them 
came,  and  to  promote  justice, 


peace,  reconciliation,  non-vio- 
lence, and  ecumenics. 

Presbyterian  participants 
were  Josiah  Beeman,  elder  and 
moderator  of  the  General  As- 
sembly Council;  Dr.  Thomas 
Laird  Jones,  pastor  of  Chevy 
Chase  Church  and  chair  of  the 
PCUSA  Social  Justice  and 
Peacemaking  Ministry  Unit;  and 
elder  Carol  Minor.  Others  in  the 
group  were  Methodist  and  Ca- 
tholic. 

In  addition  to  Reynolds  and 
Burch,  a  host  in  Belfast  was  the 
Hon.  Robert  Myers  Jr.,  consul 
general  of  the  American  consu- 
late in  Belfast  and  a  deacon  in' 
Chevy  Chase  Presbyterian 
Church. 

In  addition  to  funding  by 
participants  and  their  churches, 
the  Presbyterian  Peacemaking 
Program  gave  a  grant  to  help 
underwrite  the  journey. 


Delaware  church  marks  100th 
year  with  year-long  celebration 

The  Elsmere  Church  in     church  plans  many  special 


Wilmington,  Del.,  will  mark 
its  100th  anniversary  with  a 
year-long  celebration  in  1989. 

The  church  began  as  a 
mission  Sunday  School  of 
Hanover  Church  in  Wilming- 
ton, starting  out  in  a  one- 
room  school  building.  As  a 
mission  Sunday  School  under 
the  direction  of  Ada  Warren 
and  Sara  Snodgrass,  Elsmere 
played  an  important  role  in 
the  spread  of  Presbyterianism 
to  Wilmington's  suburbs. 

For  the  centennial  year,  the 


programs,  including  dedicat- 
ing a  new  sanctuary  organ; 
recognizing  long-time  mem- 
bers; compiling  a  new  pictor- 
ial directory,  an  historical 
booklet,  and  memorabilia 
exhibits;  planning  visits  by 
former  pastors  and  guest 
speakers;  and  holding  a  spe- 
cial anniversary  dinner  and 
musical  celebration. 

The  current  pastor  is  the 
Rev.  Charles  F.  Holm,  who 
was  called  to  the  church  last 
August. 


American  contacts  with  South 
African  churches  promoted 


An  American  group  in  Wil- 
mington, Del.,  seeks  church 
groups  interested  in  correspond- 
ing with  churches  in  South 
Africa  in  response  to  increasing 
attempts  to  isolate  those  church- 
es in  the  racially  troubled  coun- 
try. Many  Christian  churches  in 
South  Africa  have  spoken  in  op- 
position to  apartheid;  as  a  result, 
the  government  has  clamped 
down  on  them. 

The  new  effort,  sponsored  by 
Companions  for  Christ,  "has  no 
political  agenda,"  organizers 
said,  but  is  a  "move  to  involve 
American  Christians  in  a  positive 


way."  That  move,  the  group  said, 
"is  timely  since  South  Africa's 
churches  are  becoming  a  principal 
forum  for  debate  on  the  future 
direction  of  race  relations." 

The  group's  efforts  match  offers 
by  American  colleges  of  scholar- 
ships to  black  South  African 
students  to  study  in  the  United 
States. 

"Though  a  few  American 
churches  have  established  contact 
with  Christian  South  Africans," 
Companions  for  Christ  said, 
"most  have  stood  on  the  side- 


lines or  have  actively  opposed 
contact.  This  new  ministry  will 
provide  a  practical  answer  for 
those  who  do  want  to  reach  out 
but  lack  a  way,  and  can  include 
in  the  fellowship  those  who  have 
already  done  so." 

Anyone  interested  should  write 
Registrar,  Companions  for  Christ, 
Presbyterian  Church  of  the  Cov- 
enant, 503  Duncan  Road,  Wil- 
mington, Del.  19809. 

There  is  no  charge  to  register. 
Mailing  and  other  administrative 
costs  are  covered  by  donations. 


Itineration  of  missionaries  in  the 
new  N.C.  presbyteries  announced 


Because  presbyteries  in  North 
Carolina  have  changed  at  the 
beginning  of  1989,  problems 
have  arisen  in  publicizing  the 
itineration  of  missionaries  for 
Witness  Season.  Therefore,  The 
Presbyterian  News  is  publishing 
schedules  for  those  presbyteries. 

Assigned  speakers  are  Don- 
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aldson  and  Charlene  Woods  and 
Dr.  Margaret  Blair  Price.  The 
Woodses  have  worked  in  evange- 
lism and  Christian  education  in 
Hong  Kong,  China,  and  Samoa. 
They  have  slides  and  their  own 
transportation;  they  wish  to  visit 
churches  as  a  team.  They  arc 
available  Feb.  10-12  in  New  Hope 
Presbytery,  Feb.  24-26  in  Salem 
Presbytery,  and  March  10-12  in 
New  Hope  Presbytery,  Feb.  24-26 
in  Salem  Presbytery,  and  March 
10-12  in  Western  North  Carolina 
Presbytery.  If  interested,  contact 
the  Woodses  at  Box  4,  Montreat, 
N.C.  28757  (telephone  704-669- 
7023). 

Price  has  taught  for  the  past  six 
years  at  Hirosaki  Gakuin  College 
and  the  Medical  School  of  Hiro- 
saki University  in  Japan.  She  will 
use  public  transportation  and 
service  furnished  by  churches  she 
visits.  She  is  available  March  1- 
12  in  New  Hope  Presbytery  and 
March  15-24  in  Charlotte  Presb- 
ytery. She  will  spend  February 


itinerating  in  Virginia.  Contact 
her  at  1206  Rennie  Ave.,  Rich- 
mond, Va.  23227. 

Advocates  for  international 
mission  of  former  presbyteries 
have  names  of  other  speakers, 
since  new  committees  on  global 
mission  are  in  process  of  forming. 
Information  on  other  speakers  is 
available  from  Flo  Sthreshley,  1 14 
W.  Grace  St.,  Williamston,  N.C. 
27892  (telephone  919-792-6010). 
The  Global  and  Ecumenical  Min- 
istries Committee  of  the  synod  has 
designated  her  synod  advocate. 

Churches  should  cover  trans- 
portation mileage,  meals,  lodging, 
and  a  reasonable  honorarium  for 
their  invited  guest. 

The  church  will  take  the  Wit- 
ness Season  Offering  in  February; 
it  is  the  primary  support  for  557 
Presbyterian  missionaries  work- 
ing in  87  countries.  Fifty  percent 
goes  to  evangelism  and  church 
development,  and  25  percent  to 
congregational  nurture. 


Itineration  info  in  Va.,  northern 
presbyteries  is  available 


Some  of  the  missionaries 
who  will  be  available  to  speak 
to  churches  in  Virginia  during 
Witness  Season  are  Dr.  Fahed 
Abu-Akel,  a  Palestinian;  the 
Rev.  and  Mrs.  Howatt  Mallin- 
son,  who  taught  in  China;  and 
Dr.  Edwin  Kang,  who  works 
with  the  church  in  Japan  on 
human  rights,  social  justice, 
counseling,  and  evanglism. 
Kang  will  also  speak  in  Mary- 


land, Delaware,  West  Virginia, 
and  the  District  of  Columbia. 

Information  on  the  itineration 
of  missionaries  in  Virginia  is 
available  from  Mary  Crawford, 
associate  synod  advocate  for 
international  mission,  at  1600 
Westbrook  Ave.,  Apt.  647,  Rich- 
mond, Va.  23227  (tele.  804-264- 
6697).  Contact  Kang  at  44  Alex- 
ander St.,  Princeton,  N.J.  08540 
(tele.  609-497-1 164). 


Boesak's  remarks  reported 


South  African  church  leader 
Allen  Boesak's  remarks  to  the 
Presbyterian  Church  (U.S.A.) 
during  the  dedication  of  the 
General  Assembly's  new  offices 
in  Louisville  in  October  will 
appear  in  the  March  issue  of 
Presbyterian  Survey,  the  de- 
nomination's magazine.  The 
article  containing  his  remarks  is 
entitled  "Prophetic  Faithful- 
ness." 


Renewal,  revitalization  are 
topics  of  Montreat  retreats 


How  to  keep  going  in  a  ministry 
of  social  action  in  the  face  of  being 
frustrated,  defeated,  and  misun- 
derwood  is  the  focus  of  a  retreat 
at  Montreat  Conference  Center 
March  31-April  2.  Entitled  "Keep- 
ing on  Keeping  on:  Integrating 
Faith  and  action,"  the  retreat  is 
intended  to  offer  renewal  and 
refreshment  to  those  who  may 
wonder  if  their  work  is  worth  the 
effort. 

The  retreat  will  deal  with 
achieving  balance  in  ministry, 


setting  priorities  among  commit- 
ments, discovering  God  at  work 
in  one's  life  and  in  society,  and 
learning  biblical  principles  that 
can  energize  one's  work.  The 
retreat  will  balance  study,  reflec- 
tion, fellowship,  and  relaxation.  It 
will  be  limited  to  20  people. 

Church  leader  the  Rev.  Law- 
rence Bottoms  will  lead  the  re- 
treat. He  was  a  moderator  of  the 
General  Assembly  of  the  Presb- 
yterian Church  U.S.  and  now 
serves  in  retirement  as  interim 


pastor  of 
Atlanta. 


Radcliffe  Church  in 


Another  retreat  during  the  same 
dates,  March  31-April  2,  will 
concern  "Spiritual  Growth 
Through  Journaling."  This  ses- 
sion is  based  on  the  idea  that 
"listening  and  becoming  aware  of 
the  inner  movement  of  our  lives 
and  recording  our  findings  in 
words  on  a  page  can  be  a  helpful 
tool  for  our  spiritual  develop- 
ment." 


In  his  speech,  Boesak  encour- 
aged the  Presbyterian  Church  to 
be  a  prophet  like  Balaam  in  the 
Bible. 

Boesak  is  president  of  the 
World  Alliance  of  Reformed 
Churches,  to  which  the  PCUSA 
belongs,  and  is  pastor  to  stu- 
dents at  the  University  of  West- 
ern Cape  in  Capetown,  South 
Africa.  He  is  a  leading  opponent 
of  the  apartheid  system  in  South 
Africa. 

The  March  issue  of  Survey 
will  also  contain  "Easter  Head- 
lines," an  account  of  the  begin- 
nings of  the  Christian  Church  in 
the  format  of  newspaper  clip- 
pings; "Glimpses  of  the  King- 
dom," about  an  American  group 
finding  faith  among  Christians 
in  the  Soviet  Union;  "The  Great 
Awakener,"  about  Gilbert  Ten- 
nant,  a  leader  in  an  early  Amer- 
ican religious  revival;  and  "One 
Church  and  AIDS,"  about  a 
church's  struggle  with  AIDS 
striking  a  member. 


Deadline 

The  deadline  for  receiving  both  ads 
and  material  contributed  for  articles 
is  the  first  Wednesday  of  each  month. 
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Peace  seminar  to 
travel  in  Mid-East 


Former  missionaries  Ben  and 
Carol  Weir  will  help  lead  a 
traveling  seminar  in  the  Middle 
East  this  summer  for  36  Presb- 
yterians who  have  been  active  in 
peacemaking.  The  seminar  will 
take  place  July  1-16;  it  will 
include  an  orientation  in  New 
York  and  a  debriefing  in  Cyprus, 
each  lasting  several  days. 

The  Presbyterian  Peacemak- 
ing Program  will  sponsor  the 
seminar  to  give  first-hand  expe- 
rience in  the  Middle  East  to 
participants,  who  will  then  speak 
to  Presbyterian  audiences  in 
their  region.  The  sponsors  in- 
tend the  seminar  to  help  partic- 
ipants understand  complex  real- 
ities facing  Palestinians  and 
Israelies  within  their  cultural 
and  religious  traditions,  and 
help  participants  become  famil- 
iar with  issues  of  justice  in  the 
region. 

Anyone  wishing  to  take  part 
must  send  an  application  form 
to  the  office  of  the  Presbyterian 
Peacemaking  Program  by 
March  1.  The  office  will  notify 
applicants  by  March  20  whether 
or  not  it  has  chosen  them  to 
participate.  For  application 
forms,  contact  Travel/ Study 
Seminar  on  Palestinian-Israeli 
Situation,  Presbyterian  Peace- 
making Program,  100  Withers- 
poon  Street,  Lousiville,  Ky. 
40202-1396  (telephone  502-569- 
5786). 

The  basis  for  choosing  partic- 
ipants is  active  work  in  peace- 
making in  their  congregations, 
presbyteries,  or  synods.  Spon- 
sors hope  the  group  will  reflect 
the  racial,  gender,  age,  and 
geographical  diversity  of  the 
church.  The  seminar  does  not 
require  expertise  on  or  previous 
travel  in  the  Middle  East. 

Ben  and  Carol  Weir  were 
missionaries  in  Lebanon  for 
more  than  30  years.  Ben  Weir 
spent  more  than  a  year  as  a 
hostage  and  later  served  as 
moderator  of  the  General  As- 
sembly. 

Other  leaders  of  the  seminar 
are  Byron  Haines,  staff  associate 
for  the  Middle  East  with  the 
Global  Mission  Ministry  Unit, 
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and  Ollie  Gannaway,  staff  asso- 
ciate with  the  Peacemaking 
Program. 

The  seminar  will  include  visits 
with  Israelis  and  Palestinians 
working  for  peace;  visits  in 
Jerusalem,  Galilee,  West  Bank, 
and  Gaza;  lectures,  films,  and 
discussions;  reflection  and  eva- 
luation; and  visits  to  different 
religious  groups,  as  well  as 
religious  and  historical  sites. 

Cost  is  $1,900,  which  includes 
airfare,  rooms  and  meals,  and 
transportation  in  the  Middle 
East;  it  does  not  include  trans- 
portation to  New  York. 
European  religious  pilgrimage 

A  travel  seminar  will  visit 
Protestant  and  Catholic  centers 
in  Europe  this  spring.  The  N.C. 
Council  of  Churches  will  spon- 
sor the  seminar,  which  will  take 
place  April  24-May  8. 

The  tour  will  include  not  only 
historic  sites  but  also  meetings 
at  the  Secretariat  for  Christian 
Unity  at  the  Vatican  and  at  the 
World  Council  of  Churches 
offices  in  Geneva.  The  emphasis 
will  be  ecumenical  and  spiritual, 
with  daily  worship  and  prayer. 
The  seminar's  final  two  days  will 
be  at  the  ecumenical  monastery 
at  Taize,  France. 

Enrollment  will  be  limited  to 
36  participants,  plus  four  hosts. 
The  hosts  are  the  Rev.  Brady  and 
Lois  Faggart  (Lutheran)  and 
Father  George  Kloster  and  Sis- 
ter Susan  Kresse  (Catholic),  all 
of  Greensboro,  N.C. 

Cost  is  approximately  $2,338 
per  person,  which  includes  all 
transportation,  rooms,  and  two 
meals  per  day.  For  more  infor- 
mation, contact  Faggart  at  First 
Lutheran  Church,  3600  West 
Friendly  Avenue,  Greensboro, 
N.C. 27410. 


One  of  the  new  buildings  at  the  Presbyterian  Home  in  High  Point. 

High  Point  Home  celebrates 
construction  of  new  buildings 


The  Presbyterian  Home  of 
High  Point,  N.C,  held  an  open 
house  Nov.  13  to  mark  comple- 
tion of  the  second  phase  of  an 
$8  million  expansion.  The  Home 
invited  the  public  to  tour  a  new 
six-story  administrative  and 
residential  building,  a  four-story 
health-care  building,  and  a  225- 
seat  chapel.  The  institution 
added  them  over  the  past  four 
years. 

Additional  projects  for  1989 
include  renovating  heating  and 
cooling  systems  in  two  old 
buildings,  modernizing  eleva- 
tors, and  renovating  former 
administrative  offices  into  an 


out-patient  clinic. 

The  Presbyterian  Home  is  the 
original  institution  of  what  is 
now  the  Presbyterian  Homes, 
Inc.  Another  facility,  Scotia 
Village,  has  just  been  built  in 
Laurinburg,  N.C,  while  the 
organization  plans  another  in 
Cary,  N.C,  just  outside  Raleigh. 
Presbyterians  established  the 
High  Point  home  in  1952,  help- 
ing pioneer  this  kind  of  ministry. 

That  Home  is  the  only  facility 
of  its  kind  in  the  state  accredited 
by  the  Continuing  Care  Accred- 
itation Commission  of  the 
American  Association  of  Homes 
for  the  Aging.  It  offers  several 


levels  of  health  care,  including 
74  skilled-nursing  beds,  10  inter- 
mediate-care beds,  and  69  pri- 
vate rooms,  31  with  help  in  daily 
living. 

The  institution  has  137  units 
for  independent  living,  including 
cottages,  duplexes,  and  apart- 
ments. The  new  residential  and 
administrative  building  replaces 
the  Home's  original  structure, 
which  was  razed  about  two  years 
ago. 

Greeting  guests  at  the  open 
house  were  Robert  Gross,  chair 
of  the  Home's  board  of  advisors, 
and  Hunter  Dalton,  president  of 
the  board  of  trustees. 


Relation  of  spirituality,  evangelism 
to  be  explored  at  annual  conference 


The  relationship  of  spiritual- 
ity to  evangelism  will  be  the  topic 
of  the  1989  Massanetta  Springs 
Evangelism  Conference,  to  be 
held  May  8-11  at  Union  Semi- 
nary in  Richmond,  Va.  Massa- 
netta Springs  Conference  Center 
and  Union  Seminary  will  spon- 


Montreat  announces  schedule 

Montreat  Conference  Center  has  announced  its  1989  conference  schedule.  Along  with  the  usual 
programs,  the  agenda  includes  10  new  conferences  and  retreats. 

The  1989  Montreat  Conference  Catalog,  listing  details  on  each  conference  and  retreat,  as  well 
as  general  facility  information,  has  been  mailed  to  all  Presbyterian  Church  (U.S.A.)  churches,  synods, 
presbyteries,  and  resource  centers.  This  publication  will  provide  important  information  for  church 
leaders  and  layfolk  on  the  educational  and  spiritual  renewal  opportunities  available  at  the  conference  center. 

Montreat 's  1989  conference  schedule  includes  the  following: 


Keeping  on  Keeping  On:  Integrating 
Faith  and  Action* 

March  31  -April  2 

Spiritual  Growth  Through  Journaling* 

March  31 -April  2 

Rest  and  Renewal  for  Church 

April  3-5 

Professionals* 

Communication  and  Stewardship 

April  23-26 

Conference 

Ministry  of  the  Laity  Conference 

April  23-27 

Annual  Recreation  Workshop 

May  1-6 

Adult  Faith  Ministry 

May  15-17 

Older  Adult  Leadership  Conference 

May  15-19 

Synod  of  Mid-Atlantic  Women's 

June  11-14 

Conferences  1  and  II 

June  14-17 

Worship  and  Music  Conferences 

1 

June  18-24 

II 

June  25 

Christian  Life  Conference 

July  1-4 

Singles  Conference 

July  2-7 

Family  Enrichment  Conference 

July  4-8 

Evangelism  Conference 

July  4-8 

Youth  I 

July  9-15 

Youth  II 

July  16-22 

Global  Mission  Conference 

July  23-29 

Bible  and  Theology  Conference 

July  24-28 

Christian  Education  Conference 

July  24-29 

Youth  III 

July  30-Aug.  5 

Youth  IV 

Aug.  6-12 

Women's  Conference 

Aug.  13-19 

Issues  Forum 

Aug.  20-24 

Interim  Pastors  Seminar 

Aug.  27-Sept.  1 

Young  Adult  Conference 

Sept.  1-4 

Older  Adult  Conference 

Oct  9-13 

Wee  Kirk  Conference 

Oct  16-18 

Peacemaking  Conference 

Oct  23-26 

Autumn  Outdoors  Weekend 

Oct  27-29 

Prayer  &  Temperament* 

Oct  27-29 

Montreat's  Mountain  Heritage 

Nov.  3-5 

Montreat  Winter  Festival 

Dec.  27-29 

Youth  Yuletide  Festival 

Dec.  29-Jan.  1 

sor  the  conference. 

Dr.  Ben  Johnson  and  Dr.Gary 
Demarest  will  give  keynote 
speeches.  Johnson  is  professor 
of  evangelism  and  church  grow- 
th at  Columbia  Seminary.  He 
has  led  workshops  on  evange- 
lism in  numerous  presbyteries 
and  synods. 

Demarest  is  associate  director 
of  the  Evangelism  and  Church 
Development  Ministry  Unit  of 
the  General  Assembly.  He  for- 
merly was  pastor  of  La  Canada 
Church  near  Pasadena,  Cal., 
and  adjunct  professor  of  minis- 
try at  Fuller  Seminary. 

Workshops  and  leaders  are: 
beginning  the  spiritual  journey, 
Ben  Johnson;  deepening  the 


spiritual  journey,  Johnson; 
evangelistic  preaching,  the  Rev. 
Robert  Henderson;  prayer  and 
evangelism,  Betty  Henderson; 
evangelism  in  the  workplace,  Dr. 
Meyers  Hicks;  models  for  rene- 
wal in  the  local  church,  Hicks; 
and  evangelism  in  the  multi- 
racial congregation,  with  the 
leader  to  be  announced. 

The  conference  begins  with 
registration  at  3:30  p.m.  on  May 
8  and  ends  at  1:00  p.m.  on  May 
11.  Cost  is  $98,  which  covers 
housing  and  meals. 

Partial  scholarships  are  avail- 
able from  Massanetta  Springs. 

For  more  information,  con- 
tact Massanetta  Springs  Confer- 
ence Center,  Harrisonburg,  Va. 


For  additional  information,  contact  Montreat  Conference  Center,  P.O 
28757,  (704)  669-2911. 


A  part  of  the  Evelyn  Green  Retreat  Program 
Box  969,  Montreat,  N.C. 


Vice  President  For 
Church  Relations 
And  Development 

Barber-Scotia  College  is  presently  seeking  a  Vice  President 
for  Church  Relations  and  Development. 

Respond  with  curriculum  vitae  no  later  than  March  1,  1989. 
Vitae  and  other  relevant  documents  should  be  sent  to: 

Barber-Scotia  College 
Office  of  the  President 
1 45  Cabarrus  Avenue,  W. 
Concord,  North  Carolina  28025 

An  Equal  Opportunity,  Affirmative  Action  Employe- 
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Staff  changes  have  been  order  of  the  day  in  synod 


Last  month  I  submitted  what  I 
thought  was  going  to  be  my  last  column 
as  the  transitional  executive  director, 
or  interim  synod  executive  as  it  were. 
My  term  was  to  end  with  1988,  and 
our  new  synod  executive,  Carroll 
Jenkins,  would  assume  his  office. 

On  December  21,  Carroll  underwent 
surgery  for  a  quadruple  bypass  oper- 
ation. At  his  suggestion,  the  Executive 
Committee  of  the  Synod  Council  asked 
me  to  continue  my  transitional  role 
until  he  is  able  to  return  to  work. 
Carroll's  operation  was  a  successful 
one,  and  he  is  now  at  home  in  Wil- 
mington, Delaware,  for  the  six  to  eight 
week  at-home-recuperation  period.  So 
it  would  seem  I  will  be  the  transitional 
executive  through  the  month  of  Feb- 
ruary. 

Staff  changes  seem  to  have  been  the 
order  of  the  day  since  I  arrived  a  year 
ago.  At  that  time  there  were  24  of  us, 
working  out  of  one  of  three  offices — 
Baltimore,  Raleigh,  and  Roanoke.  Of 
that  number  15  have  now  departed  for 


other  ventures,  and  three  more  are 
scheduled  to  finish  their  job  soon.  We 
have  secured  two  new  support  staff  until 
we  move  our  offices  to  Richmond. 

At  the  last  meeting  of  the  Synod 
Council  a  new  associate  for  finance  was 
selected:  the  Rev.  Joe  Pickard  is  now 
beginning  his  work  and  Gwen  Kincaid 
will  finish  her  term.  As  Gwen  turns  her 
task  over  to  Joe  we  will  have  moved 
from  transitional  to  installed  staff  in 
that  one  instance. 

As  1988  ended  both  Davis  Yeuell  and 
John  MacLeod,  former  synod  execu- 
tives of  the  Synods  of  Virginia  and 
North  Carolina,  finished  their  terms; 


John  to  retire,  and  Davis  to  begin  to 
serve  as  an  interim  pastor  in  Louisburg, 
West  Virginia. 

We  have  closed  the  Roanoke  office, 
and  notice  will  be  given  this  month  that 
we  intend  to  close  the  Baltimore  office. 
The  Raleigh  office  will  continue  to  serve 
as  the  synod's  office  until  our  new/ 
renewed  one  is  readied  for  us  in 
Richmond.  At  the  last  meeting  of  the 
Synod  Council  a  final  decision  was 
made  to  accept  for  one  dollar  a  century- 
old  building  from  Union  Theological 
Seminary  with  the  understanding  that 
the  synod  will  renovate  it  to  make  it 
suitable  for  synod  needs. 

It  is  hoped  that  the  Richmond  office 
will  be  ready  for  occupancy  during  the 
summer  of  1989.  At  that  time  the 
Raleigh  office  building  will  be  leased, 
the  income  from  which  is  expected  to 
support  the  mortgage  payments  on  the 
Richmond  property. 

The  transitional  committees  nearly 
have  finished  their  assigned  tasks,  and 


the  newly  elected  synod  committees  and 
Council  have  begun  theirs.  Moving 
from  two  denominations  into  one,  from 
three  synods  into  one,  from  20  presb- 
yteries in  this  new  synod  into  13  (still 
underway) — all  of  this  "moving"  takes 
its  toll  on  staff  and  elected  /  volunteer 
service.  I  am  most  appreciative  of  the 
fine  spirit  with  which  all  these  people 
served  during  our  transitional  days  in 
the  Synod  of  the  Mid-Atlantic.  The 
synod  can  be  proud  of  its  faithful 
servants. 

Meanwhile  the  essential  ministries 
within  our  synod  have  continued,  and 
new  understandings  and  covenants  are 
being  worked  out  so  that  they  will 
continue  into  the  future,  so  that  they 
will  be  accountable  and  carry  forth  the 
Good  News  of  the  power  and  presence 
of  Jesus  Christ  in  our  midst. 

Lowelle  Simms  is  transitional  exec- 
utive director  of  the  Synod  of  the  Mid- 
Atlantic. 


MacLeod  grateful  for  reception 


From  the  moment  that  David 
Austin  arrived  in  his  Rolls  Royce  we 
knew  we  were  setting  out  for  a  festive 
evening  at  Hudson  Memorial  Church 
on  the  occasion  of  my  retirement. 

We  were  overwhelmed  with  the 
wonderful  letters  in  the  Book  of 
Remembrance,  the  comments  made 
by  friends  far  and  near,  and  the 
attendance  of  nearly  200  persons.  We 
had  greetings  from  every  place  we 
have  served. 

"Sandy"  McGeachy,  West  Raleigh 
pastor,  paid  a  nice  tribute  to  Coppie. 
The  Keyser,  W.  Va.,  Church  sent  a 
videotaped  message  and  the  Bayside 
Church  in  Virginia  Beach  sent  a  poster 
of  greetings. 

We  were  overwhelmed  again  by  the 
gift  of  an  excellent  computer  with 


printer,  and  a  portable  stereo  radio/ 
cassette  player. 

Our  special  thanks  to  Z.N.  Holler, 
Bob  Clark,  Diane  Austin,  and  our 
children.  The  refreshments  served  by 
the  staff  were  delightful. 

We  go  into  retirement  full  of 
memories  and  excited  about  the 
future.  Meanwhile,  thanks  to  all. 

John  D.  MacLeod  Jr. 
Raleigh,  N.C. 

Editor's  note:  MacLeod's  letter 
refers  to  the  reception  held  in  honor 
of  his  career  upon  his  retirement  at 
the  end  of  1988.  He  was  last  executive 
of  the  Synod  of  North  Carolina  and 
one  of  three  administrators  for  the 
Synod  of  the  Mid-Atlantic  during  the 
transitional  year  of  1988. 


COMMENTARY 


MARRIAGE 

COUNSELOR 


"There's  a  free-for-all  going 
on  in  the  waiting  room.. I" 


Growing  older  doesn't 
have  to  be  growing  old 


Do  you  realize  that  you  may  have  to 
grow  older,  but  you  do  not  have  to 
become  old?  Now,  this  many  sound  like 
preacher  double-speak,  but  it  is  true. 
There  is  no  way  we  can  halt  the  aging 
process;  life  has  no  "fountain  of  youth." 
I  still  get  a  kick  out  of  older  people  who 
try  to  deny  their  aging.  They  cling  to 
youth  as  anxiously  as  a  caterpillar  clings 
to  a  branch.  But  everyone,  if  they  are 
fortunate,  will  grow  older. 

Listen  to  this  description  of  aging: 

"How  hard  and  painful  are  the  last 
days  of  an  aged  man.  He  grows  weaker 
every  day;  his  eyes  become  dim,  his  ears 
deaf,  his  strength  fails.  All  his  bones 
hurt.  Old  age  is  the  worst  of  misfortunes 
that  can  afflict  a  man." 

Sounds  like  a  description  of  a  geri- 
atrician in  1989.  No,  it  was  written  in 
the  year  2500  B.C.  by  an  Egyptian 
philosopher. 

Yes,  everyone  will  age.  On  his  80th 
birthday  someone  asked  George  Ber- 
nard Shaw  if  it  bothered  him  very  much 
to  be  old.  He  replied,  "It  used  to  bother 
me  a  great  deal  until  I  thought  about 
the  alternative,  which  is  dying.  Since 
then  it  hasn't  bothered  me  in  the  least." 
We  cannot  erase  the  wrinkles  on  our 
face,  or  wash  away  the  gray  hair  with 
Grecian  Formula  44,  or  get  along 
without  bifocals.  The  German  poet 
Goethe  used  to  say,  "that  in  our  younger 
days  we  live  through  the  body,  but  in 
older  years  we  live  against  the  body." 

While  it  is  true  that  there  are  many 
grandpas  and  grandmas  living  active, 
healthy  lives,  instead  of  sitting  on  the 
porch  "contemplating  space,"  we  cannot 
minimize  the  losses  of  old  age.  B.F. 
Skinner  has  said  if  you  want  to  know 
what  it  feels  like  to  be  old,  "you  should 
smear  dirt  on  your  glasses,  stuff  cotton 
in  your  ears,  put  on  heavy  shoes  that 
are  too  big  for  you,  and  wear  gloves. 
Then  try  to  spend  the  day  in  a  normal 
way." 

Despite  the  process  of  aging,  we  do 
not  have  to  grow  old.  Paul  put  it 
succinctly  in  his  letter  to  the  Corinthi- 
ans, "So  we  do  not  lose  heart,  though 
our  outer  nature  is  wasting  away,  our 
inner  nature  is  being  renewed  every  day" 
(II  Corinthians  4: 16).  We  may  physically 
grow  older,  but  we  can  remain  young 
in  spirit  until  life's  end.  From  a  spiritual 
point  of  view,  life  is  a  constant  growth 
in  spirit,  and  we  bring  to  old  age  the 
person  we  have  become  throughout  life. 

Growing  older  can  be  a  liberating 
experience.  Retirement  does  not  mean 
we  have  to  become  retarded.  We  expend 
so  much  energy  in  making  a  living  and 


By 

Richard 
Morgan 


caring  for  our  families  that  we  have  little 
time  for  God  or  ourselves.  The  deeper 
powers  of  the  inner  life  remain  undeve- 
loped. 

So,  growing  old  can  be  a  time  for 
spiritual  growth,  freedom  to  develop  our 
unrealized  potential,  opportunity  for 
incredible  creativity.  Yes,  it  is  true  that 
some  older  people  give  up,  and  allow 
their  mental  and  spiritual  powers  to  age 
with  their  bodies.  But  there  is  an 
increasing  number  of  older  people  who 
seem  to  have  bursts  of  new  energy  in 
the  later  years.  They  adapt  well  to  the 
physical  limitations  imposed  by  the 
aging  process,  and  are  able  to  find 
meaningful  activities  and  new  social 
outlets.  They  do  not  resign  themselves 
to  boredom  and  depression,  but  seek 
new  ways  to  be  involved  in  life. 

What  an  untapped  potential  there  is 
in  the  church  among  our  older  people. 
Walk  into  any  church  service  and 
observe  the  number  of  older  people  in 
the  pews.  Look  at  what  age  group  gives 
most  proportionally — in  time  and 
money — to  most  congregations.  Older 
people  still  represent  the  single  largest 
voluntary  network  in  our  country.  It  is 
high  time  that  we  get  over  our  "guilt 
complex"  about  not  having  enough 
young  people  in  our  congregations,  and 
affirm  the  potential  of  our  older  people 
in  our  midst,  and  put  them  to  work! 

Old  age  can  be  a  time  of  growth  and 
fulfillment.  We  may  grow  older,  but  we 
do  not  have  to  be  old.  This  is  beautifully 
expressed  in  an  old  Taoist  parable  which 
tells  about  a  carpenter  and  his  apprent- 
ice who  saw  an  oak  tree,  very  old  and 
gnarled. 

"The  carpenter  said  to  his  apprentice, 
'Do  you  know  why  this  tree  is  so  big 
and  so  very  old?'  The  apprentice  said, 
'No,  why?'  The  carpenter  answered, 
'Because  it  is  useless.  If  it  were  useful 
it  would  have  been  cut  down,  sawed  up, 
and  used  for  beds  and  tables  and  chairs. 
But,  because  it  is  useless,  it  has  been 
allowed  to  grow.  That  is  why  it  is  now 
so  great  that  you  can  rest  in  its  shadow.' " 

So,  don't  deny  or  resent  growing  old. 
Celebrate  your  aging.  "The  best  is  yet 
to  be." 
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Presbyterian:  Worshiping  God  with  hearts  and  minds 


I  am  a  Presbyterian  by  choice.  I 
decided  to  become  a  Presbyterian 
because  of  the  Church's  Reformed 
theology  and  its  form  of  government. 
I  like  the  idea  of  our  theology;  our 
understanding  about  God  as  ever 
growing,  ever  expanding.  I  like  the 
Church's  representative  form  of  go- 
vernment, where  we  as  a  people  decide 
together  the  nature  and  scope  of  the 
ministry.  I  appreciate  the  Church's 
history  and  particularly  its  respect  and 
commitment  to  higher  education. 

However,  there  are  some  things  that 
don't  quite  excite  me  about  being 
Presbyterian.  With  some  exceptions, 
one  of  those  things  is  the  lack  of 
enthusiasm  in  worship  service.  Every 
once  in  a  while  I  have  to  'steal  away' 


By 
Tyrone 
Burkette 


to  where  I  can  hear  the  word  preached 
with  fervor  and  the  songs  filled  with 
emotional  praise.  I  love  the  tapping  of 
the  feet,  the  swaying  of  the  body,  the 
expressions  of  the  hands,  the  'Amen,' 
the  'Hallelujah,'  and  the  'Praise  God.' 
Worshipping  God  is  an  emotional 
experience  and  we  must  therefore 


worship  God  freely  with  expressions  of 
laughter,  with  tears  of  joy,  and  with  a 
spirit  of  excitement  and  enthusiasm. 

In  observation  of  myself,  I  have 
found  that  I  bring  a  form  of  coldness 
with  me  to  the  worship  service,  and 
when  I  go  elsewhere,  when  I  'steal 
away,'  the  environment  forces  me  to  be 
open  and  emotional.  The  irony  is  that 
many  of  those  who  subscribe  to  the 
emotional  form  of  worship  do  not 
believe  that  we  should  worship  God 
with  our  minds.  In  such  cases,  the  mind 
in  its  intellectual  capacity  is  sometimes 
construed  as  a  work  of  the  devil. 

However,  God  is  also  the  God  of  the 
mind  as  well  as  the  heart.  Both  the  heart 
and  the  mind  should  inform  each  other 
and  join  together  in  the  worship 


experience.  God  gave  us  a  mind  to 
think,  to  reason,  to  analyze,  and  to  push 
us  beyond  the  expectations  of  the 
animal  world.  God  gave  us,  as  human 
beings,  a  mind  to  assist  us  in  being  all 
we  can  be,  not  only  intellectually,  but 
more  importantly,  spiritually! 

I  will  therefore,  worship  God  with 
the  tapping  of  my  feet,  the  swaying  of 
my  body,  the  expressions  of  my  hands 
in  praise  and  admiration.  I  will  also 
worship  God  with  my  mind  by  enter- 
taining great  ideas,  by  probing,  and  by 
questioning.  I  will  worship  God  with 
my  heart  and  my  mind! 

Tyrone  Burkette  is  president  of 
Barber-Scotia  College  in  Concord, 
N.C. 


Gunfire  welcomes  Baltimore  visitors  to  El  Salvador 


By  Allen  Benshoff 

When  Dr.  Herbert  Valentine, 
executive  presbyter  of  the  Baltimore 
Presbytery,  and  I  were  asked  to  be 
the  Baltimore  delegation  to  the 
Sister  City  summit  meetings  and  the 
celebration  of  the  first  anniversary 
of  the  repopulation  of  El  Salvador, 
little  did  we  realize: 

1.  We  would  hear  a  dramatic  tale 
of  capture,  torture,  and  threats, 

2.  Be  exposed  to  machine  gun  and 
mortar  fire  and  experience  the 
harassment  and  intimidation  that  is 
too  typical, 

3.  And  see  a  beautiful  young  child 
who  is  a  typical  12-year-old  despite 
the  fact  that  she  has  only  one  leg. 

The  difficulties  started  when  our 
group  of  17  from  sister  cities  all  over 
the  United  States  set  off  from  San 
Salvador  by  van  for  Guarjila  and 
San  Jose  Las  Flores,  both  in  the 
Chalatenango  Department  (State). 

We  managed  to  get  through  three 
military  checkpoints  which  were 
time  consuming  but  little  else.  It  was 
dark  when  we  set  off  on  the  final 
leg  of  the  trip  to  Guarjila,  where  we 
would  spend  the  night. 

The  road  soon  became  impassable 

—  the  route  the  military  had  sent 
our  drivers  on  was  the  closed  road, 
not  the  open  one  —  so  we  decided 
to  walk  the  remaining  five  kilome- 
ters or  so. 

We  had  our  needs  for  three  days 
in  the  hills  in  backpacks,  but  we  also 
had  material  aid  for  the  sister  cities 

—  clothes,  school  equipment,  and 
some  medicines  —  that  were  too 
heavy  to  carry.  We  decided  to  store 
it  along  the  road,  but  off  far  enough 
so  it  wouldn't  be  too  obvious. 

Upon  our  arrival  in  Guarjila,  we 
reported  the  aid  that  was  left  behind 
and  the  Guarjilans  said  they  would 
pick  it  up  by  truck  the  next  morning. 
We  were  able  to  sleep  in  an  area 
that  had  a  cement  floor  and  was 
open  at  the  back  and  partly  along 
two  sides. 

When  the  Salvadorans  retrieved 
the  aid  the  next  morning,  it  had  been 
scattered  over  the  area.  Suitcases 
containing  some  of  the  aid  were 
slashed  open.  When  one  suitcase  was 
moved,  a  land  mine,  placed  by  the 
military,  was  discovered. 

The  Salvadorans  are  used  to  this 


and  are  very  careful.  If  one  of  us  had 
retrieved  the  aid,  the  result  could  have 
been  much  different. 

In  Guarjila  that  morning,  Valentine 
and  I  had  the  opportunity  to  meet 
with  Dimas  Casco  Herrera,  president 
of  the  Directiva  (City  Council)  of  El 
Barillo,  Baltimore's  sister  city. 

He  had  been  arrested  by  the  Treas- 
ury Police  just  a  week  before  but  was 
released  after  three  days. 

Dimas  said,  "They  tied  my  thumbs 
together  behind  my  back  and  hand- 
cuffed me  that  way.  I  was  a  prisoner 
three  days  without  eating,  without 
sleeping,  blindfolded  and  with  my 
hands  tied. 

"They  accused  me  of  being  a 
member  of  the  guerrillas  and  didn't 
believe  the  truth  I  was  telling  them. 
They  threatened  they  were  going  to 
kill  me  and  my  family,"  he  said. 

"They  hit  me  here  on  my  chest,  they 
stepped  on  my  neck.  They  had  me 
face  down  with  my  hands  tied  behind 
my  back  and  they  put  a  rifle  to  my 
head  [behind  my  ear]." 

He  said  they  offered  to  release  him 
if  he  would  become  an  informer.  He 
refused,  but  they  released  him  any- 
way, saying  it  was  a  pity  they  couldn't 
do  what  they  wanted  to  do. 

Dimas  said,  "The  last  threat  they 
gave  me  was  that  if  they  captured  me 
another  time,  they  weren't  going  to 
forgive  me  any  more.  They  were  going 
to  kill  me  as  well  as  members  of  the 
directiva  I  directed.  They  said  one  of 
the  reasons  I  was  released  was  the 
pressure." 

Members  of  the  directiva  from  a 
neighboring  village  had  observed  his 
capture  and  told  the  people  in  El 
Barillo.  CRIPDES,  the  Christian 
committee  for  the  displaced,  the  legal- 
aid  society  of  the  Archdiocese,  the 
legal  office  of  Catholic  University, 
and  the  International  Red  Cross  were 
notified  immediately.  The  informa- 
tion went  out  to  Baltimore  and 
telegrams  were  sent. 

Dimas  credited  pressure  from 
inside  El  Salvador  and  from  the 
United  States  with  securing  his 
release. 

That  evening,  we  went  on  to  San 
Jose  Las  Flores  and  were  treated  to 
a  dance  in  the  town  square.  Among 
the  participants  were  members  of  the 


Farabundo  Marti  National  Libera- 
tion Front  (FMLN),  the  guerrilas.  At 
the  end  of  the  dance,  they  returned 
to  the  hills  and  we  went  to  bed,  this 
time  in  an  enclosed  room.  We  slept 
either  on  hammocks  or  thin  fiber  mats 
placed  directly  on  the  cement  floor. 

The  next  morning,  Valentine  and 
some  members  of  the  group  negotiat- 
ed the  summit  agreement  with  their 
Salvadoran  counterparts  while  I  and 
the  rest  met  with  directivas  from  the 
various  Salvadoran  sister  cities  and 
heard  a  litany  of  progress  hampered 
by  military  harassment. 

Crops  were  sometimes  burned, 
food  and  medical  supplies  could  not 
be  brought  into  the  villages,  excess 
production  could  not  be  taken  to 
market  to  be  sold  (capitalism  is  only 
for  the  wealthy),  outlying  fields  could 
not  be  planted  because  workers  would 
be  captured  by  the  military.  All  of 
the  blame  was  placed  on  the  military, 
none  on  the  guerrillas. 

At  mid-morning,  we  heard  the 
Army  was  en  route  to  the  village. 
Around  noon,  we  heard  they  were  five 
or  10  minutes  away,  so  we  broke  for 
lunch. 

We  no  more  than  got  our  fried 
beans,  rice,  and  tortillas  than  gunfire 
broke  out  all  around  us.  It  was  a 
steady  barrage  of  the  staccato  of 
machine-gun  fire,  punctuated  by 
occasional  blasts  of  mortar  and  some 
rifle  fire.  It  lasted  almost  15  minutes. 

Valentine  was  in  the  square  when 
the  shooting  broke  out.  He  saw 
soldiers  firing  away  from  the  square, 
but  made  a  fast  dash  for  the  school 
where  the  rest  of  us  were  on  the  floor. 

Then  the  soldiers  started  coming 
into  town,  marching  around  the 
square  in  twos  and  threes. 

After  a  while,  we  resumed  our 
meetings  and  the  summit  agreement 
was  signed. 

It  was  decided  we  should  move  to 
the  sanctuary  of  a  church  to  sleep  that 
night  and  we  were  joined  there  by 
more  than  100  of  the  Salvadorans 
who  were  also  visitors  in  San  Jose 
Las  Flores. 

The  next  morning,  we  returned  to 
Guarjila.  The  Army  was  still  standing 
guard  in  San  Jose  Las  Flores  and  had 
awakened  us  during  the  night  with 
further  shooting. 

None  of  the  shooting  was  the  sound 


of  battle.  There  was  never  any  return 
fire.  It  was  simply  an  attempt  at 
harassment  and  intimidation. 

Upon  returning  to  Guarjila,  anoth- 
er celebration  was  held  and  the 
summit  agreement  was  signed  amid 
much  ceremony  by  each  of  the 
negotiators,  including  Valentine. 

That  night,  we  returned  to  San 
Salvador  and  real  beds. 

While  some  of  the  group,  including 
Valentine,  left  the  following  day,  I  and 
seven  others  remained  for  three  more 
days. 

The  highlight  was  a  visit  to  Usul- 
atan,  a  coastal  department.  There  we 
joined  a  celebration  of  seven  com- 
munities who  were  observing  the  end 
of  the  rainy  season  and  the  fact  that 
they  escaped  injury  from  Hurricane 
Gilbert. 

This  was  a  fun  celebration.  There 
were  pinatas  for  the  kids  and  dancing 
for  adults.  One  man  got  some  coco- 
nuts and,  with  his  machete,  hacked 
off  the  top,  opening  a  small  hole.  The 
coconuts  were  given  to  the  North 
Americans  and  they  were  told  to  drink 
the  milk  from  the  coconuts.  It  was 
good. 

Present  at  the  celebration,  was 
Hussan,  a  lovely  12-year-old,  who  had 
just  one  leg  and  was  on  crutches.  She 
said  she  stepped  on  a  mind  three 
months  before  in  San  Vicente  (a 
neighboring  department).  The  right 
leg  is  off  just  below  the  knee. 

Although  she  was  on  crutches,  she 
interacted  well  with  her  girlfriends 
and  giggled  like  any  12-year-old  when 
told  by  an  adult  that  she  was  pretty. 

It  was  a  haunting  picture,  a  child 
who  must  grow  up  in  war  and  accepts 
her  plight  as  just  part  of  growing  up. 

There  was  a  serious  side  of  the 
celebration  as  we  met  with  the  leaders 
of  the  communities.  The  Army  chased 
them  out  of  their  original  homes  and 
continues  to  harass  them. 

They  credit  the  visits  by  interna- 
tionals and  humanitarian  organiza- 
tions for  keeping  the  harassment 
under  control. 

Even  though  the  guerrillas  some- 
times visit  the  villages,  including 
during  this  celebration,  the  Salvad- 
orans insisted  that  when  the  Army 
comes,  they  are  not  looking  for 
guerrillas,  but  simply  harassing.  One 
said,  "If  they  want  the  FMLN,  they 
would  be  up  in  the  hills,  not  in  the 
villages." 

El  Salvador  is  a  beautiful  country, 
even  though  it  is  torn  by  war.  I'd  like 
to  come  back  some  day.  I  want  to 
visit  El  Barillo  and  I'd  like  to  see  how 
Hussan  grows  up. 
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TV  series  examines  contemporary  ethical  issues 


Should  you  intervene  if  you 
see  a  woman  hitting  a  child  in 
a  grocery  store? 

Does  a  pregnant  woman  with 
terminal  cancer  have  the  right  to 
refuse  treatment? 

Can  lawyer/client  confidien- 
tiality  be  broken  to  save  the  life 
of  an  innocent  man? 

Where  should  journalists 
draw  the  line  between  the  pub- 
lic's right  to  know  and  the 
privacy  of  politicians? 

Should  you  tell  your  best 
friend  that  her  husband  is  cheat- 
ing on  her? 

What  comes  first  for  a  bus- 
iness: profits  or  the  needs  of  the 
community? 

These  are  some  of  the  tough 
moral  issues  which  are  explored 
on  "Ethics  in  America,"  a  10- 
part  series  which  begins  the  week 
of  January  30  on  public  televi- 
sion stations  and  continues  on 
consecutive  weeks.  (Check  list- 
ings for  the  PBS  station  and  time 
in  your  area.)  The  series  is 
produced  by  Fred  W.  Friendly, 
a  50-year  veteran  of  broadcast 
journalism,  with  Columbia  Uni- 
versity Seminars  on  Media  and 
Society. 

In  each  program,  a  moderator 
leads  a  panel  through  a  hypo- 
thetical case  study  of  an  ethical 
issue  such  as  an  individual's 
responsibility  to  the  community, 
accountability  in  government, 
loyalty  in  the  military,  confiden- 
tiality in  the  law,  or  privacy  and 
the  press.  As  the  panelists  grap- 
ple with  these  dilemmas,  they 
reveal  the  hard  choices  facing 
people  today  and  the  diversity 


of  ethical  views  in  our  society. 
Viewers  in  turn  are  invited  to 
compare  and  contrast  their 
values  with  the  choices  made  by 
the  panelists. 

Among  the  distinguished 
panelists  appearing  on  the  10 
programs  are  U.S.  Supreme 
Court  Justice  Antonin  Scalia, 
Surgeon  General  Dr.  C.  Everett 
Koop,  ethicist  Willard  Gaylin, 
ABC  News  anchor  Peter  Jen- 
nings, Planned  Parenthood 
president  Faye  Wattleton,  Un- 
ion Theological  Seminary  pres- 
ident the  Rev.  Dr.  Donald 
Shriver,  business  "raider"  T. 
Boone  Pickens,  former  U.S. 
Secretary  of  Health,  Education 
and  Welfare  Joseph  A.  Califano 
Jr.,  Catholic  theologian  theRev. 
J.  Bryan  Hehir,  former  U.S. 
Representative  to  the  United 
Nations  Jean  Kirkpatrick,  and 
many  more.  Host  Fred  Friendly 
introduces  each  program's  over- 
all theme. 

Here  is  a  list  of  the  10  pro- 
grams in  the  "Ethics  in  America" 
series  and  the  PBS  airdates. 

1.  Do  Unto  Others 

Week  of  January  30 

"Ethics  in  America"  begins,  in 
Fred  Friendly's  words,  with  "the 
very  genesis  of  all  our  ethics — 
the  personal  relationships  that 
bind  us  all  together,  parent  to 
child,  husband  to  wife,  friend  to 
friend,  friend  to  stranger."  The 
panelists,  who  represent  a  wide 
variety  of  backgrounds  and 
professions,  consider  how  they 
would  act  when  faced  with 
personal  knowledge  of  cheating 
and  adultery  or  when  given  an 
opportunity  to  intervene  to 


protect  a  child  or  to  help  a 
homeless  person. 

2.  To  Defend  A  Killer 

Week  of  February  6 

The  American  criminal  justice 
system  is  designed  to  punish  the 
guilty,  but  it  must  also  protect 
the  innocent.  Thus,  those  ac- 
cused of  a  crime  are  presumed 
to  be  innocent,  a  stance  that 
often  brings  with  it  ethical 
dilemmas  for  defense  lawyers 
and  the  society  at  large.  On  this 
program,  the  hypothetical  case 
of  a  man  who  has  murdered  his 
girlfriend  and,  it  turns  out, 
another  person  earlier,  gives  the 
panelists  an  opportunity  to 
consider  the  purpose  and  worth 
of  lawyer/ client  confidentiality, 
the  necessity  of  winning  cases, 
the  morality  of  the  system, 
society's  need  for  retributive 
justice,  and  the  nature  of  forgive- 
ness. 

3.  Public  Trust,  Private 
Interests 

Week  of  February  13 

Those  who  govern  in  a  demo- 
cracy hold  a  "public  trust."  This 
program  takes  a  hard  look  at  the 
thorny  ethical  dilemmas  which 
can  arise  as  government  officials 
work  out  the  specific  require- 
ments of  this  relationship.  The 
hypothetical  begins  in  the  White 
House  where  an  ambitious  aide 
is  suspected  of  leaking  a  story 
calling  into  question  the  charac- 
ter of  another  staff  member.  The 
panel  discussion  moves  on  to 
explore  questions  of  responsibil- 
ity to  superiors  and  constituents, 
the  misuse  of  power  for  personal 
gain,  the  dynamics  of  political 
lobbying,  the  tactics  used  to  win 


Scotia  |H|  Village 


A  Continuing  Care  Retirement  Community 

A  new  dawn  is  quietly  breaking.  Never  before  has  there  been  anything  quite 
like  Scotia  Village 

This  new  community  is  being  developed  on  66  beautifully  wooded  acres  in 
Laurinburg,  North  Carolina.  Both  the  concept  and  design  of  Scotia  Village  address 
your  independence  and  security.  By  offering  a  variety  of  community  facilities  to 
its  residents  and  their  guests,  Scotia  Village  will  provide  an  abundance  of  personal 
services  that  are  tailored  to  a  quality  lifestyle.  And  best  of  all,  quality  health  care 
will  be  available  to  Scotia  Village's  residents  in  its  on-site,  state-of-art  Health 
Center.  The  Health  Center  will  provide  four  distinct  levels  of  nursing  care  and 
health  services. 

Scotia  Village  may  very  well  be  the  lifestyle  and  the  community  that  will 
brighten  your  day. 


A  community  with 
residential  apartments,  cot- 
tages, common  facilities, 
amenities  and  an  on-site 
Health  Center 
A  private,  non-profit 
community  sponsored  by  a 
local  Board  of  Trustees  and 
The  Presbyterian  Home, 
Inc. 


Adjacent  to  St.  Andrews 
Presbyterian  College  in 
Laurinburg 

A  variety  of  floor  plans  with 
special  design  and  safety 
features 

Comprehensive  common 
areas  and  amenities.  On-site 
Health  Center  staffed  by 
trained  nurses  with 
For  Information  Write 

Scotia  Village 

2200  Elm  Ave. 
Laurinburg,  NC  28352 
or  Call  (919)  277-2000 


domiciliary  care  intermedi- 
ate care,  skilled  nursing 
care,  and  home  health  care 
Services  designed  to  provide 
worry  free  living 
Financial  security  through  a 
$3  million  fund  raising 
campaign  and  the  continu- 
ing care  concept 


Reach 

150,000 

people 

By  advertising 
in  The  Presbyter- 
ian News,  you  can 
reach  an  audience 
of  150,000  people 
throughout  the 
Mid-Atlantic  re- 
gion: Delaware, 
Maryland,  Virgi- 
nia, North  Caroli- 
na, the  District  of 
Columbia,  and 
part  of  West  Vir- 
ginia— and  your 
ad  will  go  into  peo- 
ple's homes. 

For  information 
on  rates  and  dead- 
lines, contact  Ad- 
vertising Manager, 
The  Presbyterian 
News,  P.O.  Box 
10785,  Raleigh, 
N.C.  27605. 


elections,  and  vote  trading  in 
Congress. 

4.  Does  Doctor  Know  Best? 
Week  of  February  20 

In  the  past,  it  was  unthinkable 
for  patients  to  challenge  doctor's 
orders.  Today,  the  paternalism 
of  physicians  has  been  replaced 
by  calls  for  greater  patient- 
physician  collaboration.  This 
program's  case  study  focuses  on 
a  pregnant  woman  with  cancer 
who  decides  to  forego  treatment 
and  later  refuses  to  consent  to 
surgery  which  might  save  the 
baby.  The  panelists  discuss 
physician-patient  confidentiali- 
ty, treatment  selection,  informed 
consent,  care  for  the  terminally 
ill,  and  the  conflicts  which  arise 
when  the  autonomy  rights  of  the 
patient  collide  with  the  profes- 
sional concerns  of  the  physcian 
and  the  society's  interests  in  the 
baby. 

5.  Anatomy  of  a  Corporate 
Takeover 

Week  of  February  27 

This  program  reveals  the  clash 
of  value  orientations  in  the 
business  world.  The  hypotheti- 
cal concerns  an  increasingly 
familiar  Wall  Street  scenario:  a 
"raider"  launches  a  takeover  bid, 
and  the  CEO  of  the  target 
corporation,  its  lawyers,  and 
board  of  directors  must  respond. 
The  discussion  sheds  light  on 
insider  trading,  the  responsibil- 
ity of  corporate  officers  and 
boards,  and  the  impact  of  finan- 
ciers on  the  restructuring  of 
corporate  America. 

Under  Orders,  Under  Fire,  I 

Week  of  March  6 

Through  discipline  imposed 
during  training,  soldiers  learn  to 
obey  orders  and  to  operate  as 
a  team.  The  effective  functioning 
of  the  unit  in  battle,  indeed  their 
very  lives,  depends  upon  mastery 
of  these  basics.  At  the  same  time, 
the  military  life  reflects  the 
solider's  loyalty  to  his  country 
and  his  understanding  of  duty. 
On  this  program,  officers,  cha- 
plains, and  journalists  examine 
the  ethical  dilemmas  which  can 
arise  as  military  personnel  put 
these  values  into  practice.  The 
hypothetical  case  study  centers 
on  a  lieutenant  who  orders  his 
unit  to  take  a  hill  against  un- 
deniably bad  odds. 

7.  Under  Orders,  Under  Fire,  II 

Week  of  March  13 

On  this  program,  the  panelists 
examine  the  ethical  parameters 
of  confidentiality  in  four  differ- 
ent situations.  A  platoon  leader 
must  decide  whether  to  torture 
an  enemy  prisoner  to  make  him 
reveal  the  location  of  captured 
Americans;  a  chaplain  must 
consider  the  sanctity  of  informa- 


tion given  by  a  soldier  who 
participated  in  an  atrocity;  a 
journalist  filming  behind  enemy 
lines  has  to  choose  whether  or 
not  to  warn  American  troops 
about  an  ambush;  and  advisors 
to  the  President  wrestle  with  the 
national  security  implications  of 
an  order  to  use  a  nuclear  device. 

8.  Truth  on  Trial 
Week  of  March  20 

In  this  hard-hitting  examina- 
tion of  a  civil  case,  lawyers  face 
a  series  of  ethical  choices  which 
seem  to  contradict  and  even 
subvert  the  quest  for  the  whole 
truth  and  nothing  but  the  truth. 
The  hypothetical  focuses  on  the 
defense  strategy  for  a  company 
selling  space  heaters,  one  of 
which  caused  a  fire  after  the 
company  president  decided 
against  fixing  a  safety  problem. 
The  panel  discussion  reveals  that 
the  lawyers  are  compelled  to 
present  the  best  case  and  seek 
the  best  settlement  for  the  com- 
pany, even  if  that  involves 
withholding  information,  trying 
to  mislead  the  jury,  discrediting 
witnesses,  and  ignoring  the 
public  good. 

9.  The  Human  Experiment 
Week  of  April  13 
Medical  research  requires 

scientists  to  balance  the  poten- 
tial to  do  harm  to  a  few  indi- 
viduals with  the  likelihood  of 
creating  good  or  discovering 
benefits  for  many.  The  case 
study  concerns  a  man  with 
AIDS  who  wants  to  participate 
in  a  program  testing  a  new  drug 
called  H.O.P.E.  As  he  learns 
about  his  options,  the  panelists 
consider  the  requirements  of 
responsible  research  projects, 
the  ramifications  of  informed 
consent,  the  compulsion  to  share 
scientific  information,  and  the 
motivations  of  publicly  funded 
and  for-profit  research  pro- 
grams. 

10.  Politics,  Privacy  & 
the  Press 

Week  of  April  3 

This  program  focuses  on  the 
potential  clashes  between  the 
public's  right  to  know  and  a 
politician's  privacy.  The  hypo- 
thetical revolves  around  a  repor- 
ter who  receives  a  tip  that  Joe 
Valentine,  a  Senator  who  is 
running  for  President,  is  having 
an  extramarital  affair.  Among 
the  issues  which  are  debated  by 
journalists  and  politicians  are 
where  to  draw  the  line  in  dis- 
closures about  the  private  lives 
of  politicians,  the  ethics  of 
spying,  and  paying  money  for 
the  news. 
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Guides,  inserts  on  series  offered 


Cultural  Information  Service  (CIS) 
has  developed  resources  for  churches  on 
"Ethics  in  America,"  including  an  eight- 
page  Viewer's  Guide  and  a  set  of  10 
Bulletin  Inserts. 

The  CIS  Viewer's  Guide  for  "Ethics 
in  America"  introduces  the  concept  for 
the  series  and  suggests  discussion  ques- 
tions to  be  used  with  every  program. 
Sections  on  each  episode  include  (a)  a 
brief  summary  of  the  key  dilemmas  of 
the  hypothetical  case  study,  (b)  questions 
on  relevant  ethical  codes  and  traditional 
value  systems,  (c)  explorations  of 
changes  in  society  which  have  created 
new  dilemmas,  and  (d)  opportunities  for 
values  clarification  and  decision-making. 

CIS  did  a  direct  mail  distribution  of 
the  guide  to  selected  churches  nationwide 


in  early  January.  Copies  can  also  be 
ordered  for  a  minimum  charge  of  $2 
(which  includes  First  Class  postage)  from 
CIS,  P.O.  Box  786,  Madison  Square 
Station,  New  York,  New  York  10159. 

There  will  be  one  SlA  inch  by  5lA  inch 
single-sided  insert  for  each  of  the  10 
television  programs.  CIS  will  supply 
reproducible  proofs  from  which  churches 
can  make  their  own  copies.  The  price  for 
using  the  inserts  is  based  upon  the 
number  of  copies  printed  from  each  page: 
1-200  copies,  $14.95;  to  print  201-500 
copies,  $19.95;  to  print  more  than  500 
copies,  $24.95.  Each  church  will  also 
receive  a  special  16-page  booklet  outlin- 
ing ways  to  use  the  inserts  in  a  parish- 
wide  education  progiam,  tie-in  sermon 
topics,  and  referrals  to  other  resources. 


National  student  conference 
seen  as  a  spur  to  renewal 


The  Presbyterian  News,  February  1989,  Page  7 


By  Presbyterian  News  Service 

LOUISVILLE,  Ky.  —  Using 
the  "valley  of  dry  bones"  passage 
from  Ezekiel  as  their  focal  point, 
more  than  500  college  students 
from  throughout  the  country 
gathered  in  Louisville  December 
28-January  1  for  the  first  Presb- 
yterian-sponsored national  stu- 
dent conference  in  19  years. 
Planners  of  the  event  entitled  it 
"Let  the  Bones  Dance!"  hoping 
to  spur  renewal  of  campus 
ministry  programs  and  greater 
participation  by  students  in  the 
life  of  the  church. 

Participants  cited  personal 
renewal,  sharing  faith,  and  a 
desire  to  become  more  involved 
in  the  church  as  reasons  for 
attending  the  conference.  The 
10-member  Presbyterian  Stu- 
dent Strategy  Team  that  planned 
the  event  designed  numerous 
small-group  sessions  throughout 
the  four  days  to  encourage 
intimate  dialogue  around  these 
and  othere  issues. 

The  tactic  worked.  Morning 
Bible-study  groups  and  after- 
noon workshops  produced  lively 


Poet,  politician 
speak  at  JCSU 

World-renowned  poet  Nikki 
Giovani  and  activist-politician 
Julian  Bond  were  among 
speakers  at  Johnson  C.  Smith 
University  in  Janaury.  The 
institution's  Lyceum  Commit- 
tee sponsored  the  speakers. 

Others  scheduled  to  speak  at 
the  Charlotte,  N.C.,  Presbyter- 
ian college  were  Ron  Harrill, 
vice-president  of  First  Union 
Bank;  Alvin  Pouissant,  asso- 
ciate professor  of  psychiatry  at 
Harvard  University  and  script 
consultant  for  television's  The 
Cosby  Show;  Kelly  Alexander 
Jr.,  NAACP  president  in  North 
Carolina;  and  Tony  Brown  of 
the  award-winning  television 
series  Tony  Brown's  Journal. 


Offering  to  help 
the  homeless 

LOUISVILLE,  Ky.  —  The 
Social  Justice  and  Peacemaking 
Unit  of  the  Presbyterian  Church 
(U.S.A.)  has  announced  a  new 
effort  to  help  churches  involved 
in  community  organizing  as  a 
means  to  solve  problems,  includ- 
ing homelessness.  More  than  100 
Presbyterian  congregations  are 
active  in  community  organiza- 
tions. 

Beginning  in  1989  four  percent 
of  the  One  Great  Hour  of  Sharing 
(OGHS)  offering  will  be  designat- 
ed for  local  community  develop- 
ment projects  that  address  home- 
lessness along  with  other  social 
and  economic  issues.  Based  on  the 
income  from  the  offering  in 
previous  years,  the  amount  available 
should  be  about  $380,000. 

The  program  has  four  goals:  to 
help  congregations  build  strong 
neighborhood  organizations 
through  which  they  can  more 
effectively  meet  the  needs  of  the 
community;  build  interfaith  coa- 
litions dealing  with  issues  of 
homelessness,  and  especially  with 
affordable  housing;  build  local 
and  state-wide  coalitions  to  work 
on  public-  policy  issues;  and  train 
at  the  congregational  and  presb- 
ytery levels  to  work  with  other 
churches  and  community  groups. 

The  ministry  unit  established 
the  program  in  response  to  the 
General  Assembly's  authorization 
to  set  up  to  10  percent  of  the 
offering  for  "emerging  and  unan- 
ticipated needs." 


discussion  on  such  topics  as  pre- 
marital sex,  congregational  lead- 
ership, racism,  overseas  mission 
opportunities,  prayer,  and  how 
to  study  the  Bible. 

Featured  speakers  each  morn- 
ing challenged  the  student  par- 
ticipants to  assume  leadership  in 
the  renewal  of  the  church  and 
the  world.  Gary  Demarest,  from 
the  Evangelism  Unit  of  the 
Presbyterian  Church  (U.S.A.), 
issued  an  "invitation  to  a  journey 
of  faith."  Demarest  said  the 
Presbyterian  Church  expe- 
rienced a  period  of  renewal  when 
he  was  a  student  in  the  early  '50s 
and  "stands  on  the  verge  of 
another  great  renewal."  Warn- 
ing against  religious  attitudes 
and  rituals  that  tend  to  be 
divisive,  Demarest  challenged 
the  students  to  "shape  a  vision 
of  faithfulness  to  the  gospel  that 
will  be  so  exciting  an  adventure 
that  others  will  flock  to  be  a  part 
of  it." 

Rodrigo  Carazo,  former  pres- 
ident of  Costa  Rica,  received  a 
standing  ovation  after  his  appeal 
for  international  cooperation 


and  peace.  Noting  that  Costa 
Rica  just  celebrated  the  40th 
anniversary  of  the  abolition  of 
its  armed  forces,  Carazo  said, 
"Peace  rests  in  confidence  in 
ourselves,  not  in  military  might." 

Playing  on  the  theme  of  the 
conference,  he  concluded,  "Our 
challenge  and  responsibility  in 
the  love  of  God  is  to  dance 
together  as  friends  for  a  better 
life  for  all  of  us." 

Mary  Ann  Lundy,  director  of 
the  Women's  Ministry  Unit, 
addressed  issues  of  leadership 
and  the  role  of  young  adults  in 
the  church  and  the  world. 

The  students  welcomed  in  the 
new  year  with  a  watchnight 
worship  service  and  alcohol-free 
party. 

Participants  elected  a  new  10- 
member  strategy  team  to  plan 
future  denominational  students 
events.  Among  the  10  students 
elected  was  Bill  Buchanan  of  the 
University  of  North  Carolina. 
Also  serving  on  the  team  is 
campus  minister  Sue  Harris  of 
Old  Dominion  University  in 
Roanoke,  Va. 


Group  to  recommend 
small  church  celebration 


A  special  group  working  to 
advance  the  interest  of  small 
churches  will  ask  the  General 
Assembly  when  it  meets  in  June 
to  declare  a  special  celebration  of 
small  churches  in  1991.  Partners 
in  Small  Church  Strategy  has  been 
meeting  for  two  and  a  half  years; 
its  final  meeting  before  the  next 
Assembly  was  Nov.  16-18  in 
Louisville. 

It  prepared  a  final  report  for  the 
Assembly,  with  recommenda- 
tions. Other  recommendations 
have  not  yet  been  disclosed.  The 
Assembly  created  the  committee 
in  response  to  an  overture  on  small 
churches  at  the  annual  meeting  in 
1986.  The  group's  members  re- 
present small  churches  from  six 
synods,  including  the  Mid-Atlan- 
tic, as  well  as  four  seminaries  and 
staff  from  the  Evangelism  and 
Church  Development,  Education 
and  Congregational  Nurture,  and 
Church  Vocation  Units  of  the 
General  Assembly. 

At  the  final  meeting,  the  group 


heard  special  reports  on  issues 
facing  small  churches  with  racial 
and  ethnic  minority  memberships, 
and  the  experience  of  female 
ministers  in  small  churches. 

In  its  work,  the  committee  has 
encouraged  a  national  network  of 
small  churches,  pointed  out  needs 
of  small  churches  to  the  Assemb- 
ly's ministry  units  and  staffs  of 
other  governing  bodies,  and  raised 
questions  about  the  way  the 
church  prepares  both  ministers 
and  lay  leaders  for  work  in  small 
churches.  The  committee  has  also 
examined  printed  materials  and 
other  resources  for  usefulness  to 
small  churches. 

The  committee  sponsored  a 
booth  on  small  churches  at  the 
annual  meeting  of  the  Assembly 
last  year. 

Members  of  the  Partners  from 
the  Synod  of  the  Mid-Atlantic  are 
Mrs.  W.D.  Couch  and  the  Rev. 
Jeffrey  Smith,  both  of  Winston- 
Salem,  N.C. 


Students  react  favorably 
to  Louisville  meeting 


LOUISVILLE,  KY  —  Stu- 
dents attending  the  national 
student  conference,  "Let  the 
Bones  Dance!"  brought  a  typ- 
ically diverse  collection  of 
reasons  and  expectations  to  the 
gathering  in  Louisville  De- 
cember 28-January  1. 

"Some  students  are  here 
because  they  have  nothing  else 
to  do  during  the  Christmas 
break,"  said  Bulut,  a  Muslim 
from  Cyprus  who  attends  the 
University  of  Oklahoma.  "Oth- 
ers are  here  because  of  their 
involvement  in  local  campus 
ministries,"  he  added.  When 
asked  to  explain  his  own  at- 
tendance, Bulut  replied,  "I  am 
involved  because,  as  an  intern- 
tional  student,  it  helps  me 
connect  not  just  with  Chris- 
tians, but  with  many  other 
students." 

The  chance  to  meet  students 
from  other  parts  of  the  country 
was  a  frequently  mentioned 
desire  of  many  participants. 
Bernadette  Murray,  a  student 
at  the  City  University  of  New 
York-LaGuardia  and  one  of 
three  students  attending  the 
conference  from  First  Presby- 
terian Church  in  Jamaica, 
Queens,  N.Y.,  said  she  came  to 
Louisville  to  see  "how  Presb- 
yterian students  in  other  states 
are  doing...  and  to  have  fun." 

Suzanne  Miller,  senior  at 
Muskingum  College  in  New 
Concord,  Ohio,  expressed  ap- 
preciation for  the  new  friends 
she  made  at  "Let  the  Bones 
Dance!"  She  said,  "This  con- 
ference has  helped  pull  us  all 


together,  to  feel  that  we  are  not 
alone."  Renee  Haynes,  a  senior 
at  James  Madison  University 
in  Virginia,  agreed.  "We  are 
lucky  to  get  15  people  at 
campus  fellowship  meetings,  so 
the  strength  of  numbers  here 
is  very  positive  for  me." 

Other  students  spoke  favor- 
ably about  the  small-group 
format  of  the  conference.  Da- 
nelle  Crawford,  a  Native  Amer- 
ican student  at  South  Dakota 
State  University  who  is  con- 
templating seminary,  said, 
"Meeting  new  people  in  small 
groups  has  enabled  us  to  talk 
with  each  other  about  faith 
issues  rather  than  be  preached 
at,  which  is  what  the  church 
does  too  much  of." 

Andrea  Ball,  a  blind  student 
at  Marshall  University  in  West 
Virginia,  viewed  the  conference 
as  a  personal  renewal  oppor- 
tunity. "I  have  only  been  a 
Presbyterian  for  two  years,  so 
the  small-group  discussions 
gave  me  the  chance  to  learn  a 
lot  more  about  the  church  and 
other  Christians." 

All  agreed  that  "Let  the 
Bones  Dance!"  had  been  a 
valuable  experience.  George 
Harrison,  another  member  of 
the  Jamaica,  Queens,  trio  and 
a  student  at  the  State  Univer- 
sity of  New  York-Plattsburg, 
said,  "This  has  been  a  good 
experience  to  meet  other  peo- 
ple and  share  views. 

"But  I  hope  it  doesn't  stop 
here,"  he  added.  "I  hope  that 
all  those  here  will  take  the 
message  we  have  heard  back 
home." 


Church  background  examined 


LOUISVILLE,  KY.  —  About 
two-thirds  of  Presbyterian  clergy 
and  one-half  of  the  laity  were 
baptized  in  the  Presbyterian  tra- 
dition, according  to  recent  find- 
ings by  the  Presbyterian  Panel. 
The  most  common  tradition 
among  those  baptized  in  another 
faith  is  Methodist,  followed  by 
Baptist.  These  two  denominations 
account  for  about  one-half  of 
those  baptized  in  a  tradition  other 
than  Presbyterian. 

Similar  but  slightly  higher 
percentages  of  panelists  were 
confirmed  as  Presbyterians.  Over- 
all, 51  percent  of  members,  41 
percent  of  elders,  59  percent  of 


pastors,  63  percent  of  clergy  in 
Presbyterian  ministries,  and  56 
percent  of  clergy  in  non-Presby- 
terian ministries  were  both  bap- 
tized and  confirmed  in  the  Presb- 
yterian tradition. 

An  alarming  figure  discovered 
in  the  panel  was  that  trends  in 
recent  years  show  young  people 
dropping  out  of  active  participa- 
tion in  the  church  soon  after  they 
are  confirmed.  A  quarter  of  the- 
panel  also  finds  that  confirmation 
numbers  are  declining. 


German  president  to  speak 
at  church's  bicentennial  event 


President  Richard  von  Weiz- 
sacker  of  the  Federal  Republic  of 
Germany  is  among  top  international 
speakers  to  be  featured  at  a  convo- 
cation celebrating  the  bicentennial 
of  the  Presbyterian  Church  (U.S.A.) 
and  to  be  held  immediately  preced- 
ing the  201st  General  Assembly  next 
June  in  Philadelphia.  Sponsored  by 
the  church's  Bicentennial  Commit- 
tee, the  convocation  will  be  based 
on  the  theme,  "Continue  The  Jour- 
ney." 

The  event  will  be  held  at  the 
historic  Arch  Street  Friends  Meet- 
ing House  in  Philadelphia  on  June 
2-4.  Internationally  known  experts 
from  a  variety  of  disciplines  will 
discuss  important  issues  shaping  the 
world  as  it  looks  to  a  new  century. 

Presenters  will  also  include  enter- 
tainer Steve  Allen;  Dr.  Maxine 
Singer,  president  of  the  Carnegie 
Institution  of  Washington  and  one 
of  the  foremost  biologists  in  the 
world  today;  and  Dr.  Margaret 
McKenna,  president  of  Lesley  Col- 
lege in  Cambridge,  Mass.,  and  a 
leading  educator  in  the  United 
States.  Others  include  Dr.  Emi';o 


Castro,  general  secretary  of  the 
World  Council  of  Churches;  author 
and  actress  Maya  Angelou;  Roger 
Heyns,  former  chancellor  of  the 
University  of  California,  Berkeley; 
and  author,  environmentalist,  and 
theologian  Thomas  Berry. 

The  program  will  begin  and  end 
with  worship.  Moderator  of  the 
General  Assembly  C.  Kenneth  Hall 
will  serve  as  worship  leader  and 
Bishop  Lesslie  Newbigin,  former 
missionary  and  retired  bishop  of  the 
Church  of  South  India,  will  be  the 
preacher  on  Sunday  morning. 

More  than  500  church  and  com- 
munity leaders  are  expected  to 
attend.  The  convocation  will  offer 
times  for  questions  and  panel  dis- 
cussions. 

Participation  is  open  to  all;  the 
registration  fee  is  $201  ($251  after 
March  31).  Allocation  of  places  will 
be  by  region,  so  that  all  parts  of  the 
church  can  be  represented.  Regis- 
tration forms  are  available  in  presb- 
ytery and  synod  offices  as  well  as 
at  all  Presbyterian  colleges  and 
seminaries. 

Organizers  have  asked  synods  and 


presbyteries  to  set  aside  scholarship 
money.  The  committee  also  noted 
that  for  people  attending  the  Gener- 
al Assembly,  attending  the  sympo- 
sium can  be  a  cost-effective  way  to 
experience  a  "world-renowned  line- 
up of  influential  thinkers  comment- 
ing upon  the  future." 

For  more  information  contact 
Kyoji  Buma,  475  Riverside  Drive — 
Room  420,  New  York,  N.Y.  10115 
(telephone  212-870-2908),  or  Marj 
Carpenter,  100  Witherspoon  Street, 
Louisville,  Ky.  40202-1396  (tele- 
phone 502-569-5519). 


Pfaff  joins  national  staff 

The  Rev.  Andrea  E.  Pfaff  has 
been  appointed  associate  director  of 
rural  and  urban  development  in  the 
Evangelism  and  Church  Develop- 
ment Ministry  Unit  in  Louisville. 
She  has  been  associate  executive 
presbyter  for  programming  with 
Hanover  Presbytery. 

She  began  her  work  with  the 
Ministry  Unit  Jan.  1. 


Education  s{udy 
meeting  planned 

Search  Institute,  a  nationally 
known  research  organization, 
has  announced  a  major  nation- 
al conference  on  the  research 
findings  from  a  landmark  study 
called  "Effective  Christian 
Education:  A  National  Study 
of  Protestant  Congregations." 
The  conference  will  be  held  at 
the  Sheraton  Hotel  in  St. 
Louis,  March  25-28,  1990. 

The  Presbyterian  Church 
(U.S.A.)  is  one  of  six  denom- 
inations involved  in  the  project. 
Others  are  the  Christian 
Church  (Disciples  of  Christ), 
Evangelical  Lutheran  Church 
in  America,  Southern  Baptist 
Convention,  United  Church  of 
Christ,  and  United  Methodist 
Church. 

The  study  aims  to  under- 
stand the  nature  of  Christian 
education  in  Protestant  con- 
gregations— how  it  is  defined, 
how  it  is  organized  and  admin- 
istered, its  impact  on  the  faith 
of  adults  and  youth,  and  what 
distinguishes  programs  that 
have  a  particularly  positive  im- 
pact on  members.  The  ultimate 
goal  is  to  help  congregations 
learn  how  to  increase  the  ef- 
fectiveness of  their  Christ 
education  programs 
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PRESBYTERIES 

News  from  around  the  Synod 


New  Castle  looks 
at  growth,  mission 


The  New  Church  Develop- 
ment Committee  of  New  Castle 
Presbytery  has  entered  into  a 
relationship  with  the  Evangelism 
and  Church  Development  Unit 
of  the  General  Assembly  for  a 
study  of  the  new  church  devel- 
opment potential  of  the  presby- 
tery. The  study  utilizes  the  new 
computer  equipment  and  soft- 
ware programs  installed  in  early 
December  in  the  General  Assem- 
bly offices.  The  survey  will  pro- 
vide the  presbytery  with  an 
overall  map  and  demographic 
information  about  the  presby- 
tery. 

Also,  the  presbytery  has  been 
divided  into  six  units  for  closer 
survey.  In  each  unit,  the  maps 
and  demographics  along  with 
the  profiles  of  the  people  who 
live  in  each  area,  and  the  rate 
of  growth,  will  serve  to  highlight 
the  areas  of  most  rapid  growth. 
The  top  two  or  three  places  of 
growth  in  each  unit  will  receive 
closer  attention  via  a  printout  of 
a  one,  three,  and  five  mile  radius 
to  further  identify  the  growth 
potential. 

The  system  makes  use  of  the 
Infomark  System,  which  is  part 
of  National  Decision  Systems,  a 
commercial  marketing  agency 


owned  by  a  Presbyterian.  The 
Synod  of  Southern  California 
and  Hawaii  has  used  this  system 
for  several  years,  and  the  Synod 
of  the  Northeast  is  purchasing 
the  equipment  for  its  use. 

The  Rev.  Harry  Clewer,  chair 
of  the  New  Church  Develop- 
ment Committee;  the  Rev.  Stan- 
ley Wood,  associate  for  church 
growth  and  new  church  devel- 
opment in  the  General  Assembly 
offices  in  Louisville;  the  Rev. 
Dennis  Macaleer,  chair  of  the 
Evangelism  Committee;  and  the 
Rev.  Robert  G.  Bolt  met  to- 
gether to  become  familiar  with 
what  services  the  General  As- 
sembly has  to  offer  presbyteries. 

After  the  computer-generated 
information  is  received,  Wood  is 
going  to  lead  a  retreat  for  mem- 
bers of  the  New  Church  Devel- 
opment Committee  and  other 
leaders  in  the  presbytery  to  learn 
how  to  interpret  the  data,  and 
to  develop  a  long-range  new 
church  development  strategy  for 
the  presbytery.  This  information 
is  expected  to  help  the  commit- 
tee identify  the  priority  areas  for 
new  church  development,  and  to 
plan  a  schedule  for  beginning 
new  projects. 


Mission  studied  from 
biblical  perspective 


Wilmington  closes 
with  a  celebration 


Piper  Kirk  Rose  leads  the  procession  around  Oak  Island. 


The  340th  and  final  meeting 
of  Wilmington  Presbytery  was 
held  at  the  Oak  Island  Church 
on  December  6.  The  day  began 
with  a  business  session  and  end- 
ed with  a  worship  service  cele- 
brating the  life  of  the  presbytery 
and  expressing  hope  for  the 
future. 

The  business  portion  of  the 
meeting  moved  swiftly,  finishing 
in  plenty  of  time  for  the  closing 
worship  service  at  11:30  a.m. 

The  closing  worship  service 
included  a  sermon  by  the  Rev. 
David  Stitt,  interim  at  First, 
Wilmington,  and  a  celebration 
of  the  Lord's  Supper.  The  con- 
clusion of  the  service  of  worship 
was  a  procession  led  by  bag- 
pipes, elders,  and  ministers 
which  moved  out  of  the  building 
and  down  the  street,  a  long  line 
marching  together  commemor- 
ating the  life  of  Wilmington 
Presbytery. 

Oak  Island  was  a  particularly 


fitting  place  to  hold  the  meeting. 
It  is  the  newest  of  the  churches 
in  the  presbytery,  and  the  meet- 
ing was  held  in  its  newly  con- 
structed sanctuary  building.  The 
building  is  so  new  that  the 
heating  unit  was  being  hooked 
up  as  the  meeting  began. 

There  were  a  number  of  spe- 
cial guests  at  the  meeting,  includ- 
ing several  former  presbytery 
executives  and  associates.  The 
list  included  James  B.  Tubbs, 
Robert  C.  Bankhead,  Robert  G. 
Grisby,  Edward  C.  Hay,  Charles 
D.  Elliott,  and  Dorothy  O. 
Forbes.  Others  recognized  in- 
cluded some  of  present  and 
former  staff — Agnes  Marks, 
Nancy  McGwier,  Ceclia  Sebik, 
Miriam  Allen,  Joe  Hill,  and  Ann 
Jennings. 

The  day  closed  with  a  note  of 
sadness,  and  yet  of  hope,  looking 
toward  new  beginnings  in  1989 
as  new  presbytery  boundaries 
come  into  effect. 


Albemarle  holds 
its  final  meeting 


Thirty-eight  ministers,  51  elders,  and  56  visitors  gathered  at 
First  Church  in  Goldsboro  for  the  final  meeting  of  Albemarle 
Presbytery  on  November  15. 


Taking 
Christmas  to 
the  mall 

Church  reminds 
shoppers  of 
original  meaning 

While  many  thoughtful  Balti- 
more Presbyterians  were  at- 
tempting to  keep  Christmas 
commercialism  in  its  place  by 
avoiding  the  shopping  malls,  the 
members  of  Faith  Church  de- 
cided that  a  shopping  mall  was 
exactly  the  place  to  carry  out  the 
meaning  of  Christmas. 

Throughout  the  month  of 
December,  members  staffed  a 
Christmas  Booth  in  Towson 
Marketplace  Mall  where  they 
could  talk  with  passing  holiday 
shoppers.  Specifically,  two 
groups  were  targeted:  people 
motivated  by  the  Christmas 
season  to  consider  returning  to 
a  church  after  a  period  of  ab- 
sence, and  unaffiliated  individ- 
uals inspired  by  the  holidays  to 
think  about  the  original  meaning 
of  Christmas  and  Christianity. 
For  all  who  noticed  it,  the  booth 
served  as  a  reminder  of  the 
deeper  significance  of  the  Christ- 
mas season. 

Passersby  were  offered  small 
gifts  (balloons,  pencils,  magnets) 
and  literature  concerning  Ad- 
vent and  Christmas  programs  at 
Faith.  They  were  also  provided 
with  the  opportunity  to  volun- 
teer their  services  at  a  variety  of 
community  organizations — "to 
give  the  gift  of  yourself." 

Dick  Wereley,  pastor  of  Faith, 
conceived  the  idea  last  August 
and  named  it  "Living  the  Gift 
of  Faith." 

Group  works  on 
design  for  III 

For  three  consecutive  days, 
just  prior  to  Thanksgiving,  the 
Sub-Committee  on  Organiza- 
tional Design  and  Staffing  Mod- 
el, chaired  by  Don  Broad,  met 
into  the  evening  hours  to 
hammer  out  a  new  design  and 
staffing  model  for  Presbytery 
III.  This  document  is  now  being 
printed  for  distribution  to 
members  of  Norfolk  and  South- 
ern Virginia  Presbyteries.  It  is 
hoped  that  as  members  receive 
this  information,  they  will  tho- 
roughly review  all  of  it  and  be 
prepared  to  ask  for  clarification 
or  make  recommendations  for 
changes. 

The  Transitional  Steering 
Committee  made  arrangements 
for  "hearings"  to  be  held  simul- 
taneously on  the  Peninsula,  the 
Southside,  and  the  Eastern 
Shore,  January  30-31. 

In  addition,  three  other  sub- 
committees are  working  to  bring 
recommendations  to  the  next 
Transitional  Convention:  the 
Office  Location  Committee, 
chaired  by  Brad  Cartwright;  the 
New  Name  Committee,  chaired 
by  Frances  Paige;  and  the  Tran- 
sitional Nominating  Committee. 
When  these  three  committees 
have  completed  their  work,  they 
will  be  able  to  bring  recommen- 
dations for  Presbytery  Ill's 
location  and  name,  as  well  as  the 
Nominating  Committee  for  the 
new  staff  positions. 

If  all  goes  as  planned,  they 
should  be  well  on  their  way  to 
the  "new"  presbytery  on  Febru- 
ary 23,  when  the  next  Transi- 
tional Convention  will  meet  at 
':  I  ampton. 


Every  church  that  has  lost  a 
minister  wants  to  know  how  the 
mission  study  and  the  search  for 
a  pastor  are  moving  ahead.  And 
New  Castle  Presbytery  is  no 
different.  People  want  to  know 
how  the  Ministry  and  Mission 
Task  Force  of  the  presbytery  is 
proceeding. 

The  task  force  met  on  De- 
cember 7  in  Dover  to  review  its 
progress  and  plan  what  else 
needs  to  happen.  At  this  point, 
sessions  have  received  assign- 
ments from  the  task  force,  and 
the  results  from  the  sessions  were 
expected  by  January  1 . 

At  the  same  time,  chairs  of 
committees  and  task  forces  of 
the  presbytery  have  been  con- 
tacted for  their  response  about 
the  work  of  each  committee  and 
what  could  be  done  to  streamline 
the  structure  of  the  presbytery. 
About  100  community  groups 
from  all  over  the  Delmarva 
Peninsula  have  been  asked  to 
respond  to  the  problems  that 


Mecklenburg  Presbytery  met 
for  its  68th  stated  meeting — its 
final  meeting — on  December  6 
at  Steele  Creek  Church.  The  first 
meeting  of  the  presbytery  was 
held  in  the  same  location  on 
April  21,  1870. 

Marjorie  Smith  chaired  the 
planning  group  and  worked  with 
the  church  staff  and  60-plus 
members  of  the  church  to  pro- 
vide a  warm  and  historic  envi- 
ronment. She  said,  "We  have 
attempted  to  recall  the  first 
meeting  in  1870  with  several 
historic  displays  here  today." 
Assembled  were  farm  imple- 
ments of  the  late  1800's  and 


they  see  in  the  last  10  years  of 
this  century  and  how  the  church 
should  be  involved  in  solving 
these  problems. 

At  the  February  4  meeting  of 
presbytery  at  Concord  Church, 
the  task  force  is  requesting  time 
on  the  docket  to  involve  the 
clergy  and  elders  in  ways  of 
thinking  about  the  presbytery 
from  a  Biblical,  theological 
perspective  and  how  to  define 
new  priorites  for  the  presbytery. 
Once  that  process  is  finished,  the 
task  force  will  work  on  a  report 
for  a  later  presbytery  meeting 
that  will  lead  to  the  adoption  of 
new  ministry  and  mission  prior- 
ities, a  staff  design,  and  a  search 
committee  for  an  executive 
presbyter  and  any  other  staff 
that  the  presbytery  decides  it 
should  have. 

Although  an  exact  timetable 
has  not  been  announced,  it  is 
likely  that  the  project  will  be 
completed  by  late  spring. 


utilitarian  household  goods,  as 
well  as  modes  of  transportation 
from  that  time.  The  organ  that 
was  played  during  the  meeting 
in  1 870  was  in  the  sanctuary  and 
was  played  several  times  during 
the  day. 

As  a  special  order  of  the  day, 
Price  H.  Gwynn  III,  an  elder  at 
Steele  Creek,  and  Lawrence 
Stell,  minister  member  of  Meck- 
lenburg Presbytery  since  the 
early  '50's,  offered  reflections  on 
the  past.  They  reminisced  about 
early  meetings,  drew  compari- 
sons to  the  present,  remembered 
the  persons  of  days  gone  by,  and 
looked  to  the  future. 


The  226th  stated  meeting  of 
Albemarle  Presbytery  was  called 
to  order  at  the  First  Church  in 
Goldsboro  on  Tuesday,  Novem- 
ber 15,  with  38  ministers,  51 
elders,  and  56  visitors  present. 

The  Rev.  J.  Nikk  Adams  was 
elected  moderator  for  this  final 
meeting  of  Albemarle  Presby- 
tery. The  Rev.  Tom  Davis  and 
the  Rev.  Joe  Cochran,  former 
executives  of  presbytery,  were 
special  guests.  They  were  recog- 
nized and  each  addressed  re- 
marks to  the  governing  body. 

The  Rev.  Curtis  "T"  Christian 
IV  was  examined  and  received 
as  a  minister-member  of  the 
presbytery.  He  has  been  called 
to  serve  as  pastor  to  the  Cann 
Memorial  Church  in  Elizabeth 
City. 

Charles  McDougal  reported 
for  the  Committee  on  Ministry. 
It  is  with  great  anticipation  for 
their  future  ministries  that  we 
dismissed  H.D.  Scoggins  to 
Fincajtle    Presbytery,  Bob 


McCully  to  Sheppards  &  Laps- 
ley  Presbytery,  and  John  Alex- 
ander to  Mecklenburg  Presby- 
tery. 

Statistics  from  the  1988  camp- 
ing program  were  presented  by 
Jerry  Bron.  A  total  of  568 
campers  attended  sessions  this 
past  summer.  The  schedule  for 
'89  was  announced. 

Al  and  Marie  McElmon  and 
"Mike"  Burcher  were  recognized 
for  their  loyal  and  dedicated 
service  to  the  camp. 

Jane  Latham,  Stella  Barnes, 
Bob  Clark,  and  Bill  Gilbert  were 
affirmed  as  nominees  to  the 
Nominating  Committee  of  New 
Hope  Presbytery.  Ed  Conner 
will  replace  John  Alexander  on 
the  Exempt  Staff  Search  Com- 
mittee. 

Becky  Stasavich  and  Jerry 
Bron  presented  reports  on  behalf 
of  the  commissioners  to  the  1988 
meeting  of  the  Synod  of  the  Mid- 
Atlantic. 


Mecklenburg  ends  where  it  began 
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Staff  and  children  from  the  Adolescent 
Center  had  a  great  time  at  their  pizza  and 
skating  party. 


Children  at  the  Family  and  Child  Develop- 
ment Center  visited  with  Santa  Claus  at  the 
Center's  Open  House.  , 


Christmas  at  Barium  —  1988 


The  monies  received  for 
Christmas  in  1988  from  the 
Joseph  F.  Cannon  Christmas 
Trust  brought  much  "happiness 
and  cheer"  to  the  children  of 
Barium  Springs  Home  for 
Children. 

Cannon,  in  a  will  dated  1932, 
set  up  a  trust  naming  10  North 
Carolina  institutions,  including 
Barium  Springs,  to  each  receive 
10  percent  of  the  trust's  annual 
income.  The  only  stipulation  of 
the  funds  is  that  they  be  used 
to  bring  "happiness  and  cheer" 
to  the  children  at  Christmas 
time. 

The  funds  received  by  the 
Home  are  divided  between  its 
three  programs,  the  Adolescent 
Center,  the  Pre-Adolescent  Cen- 
ter, and  the  Family  and  Child 
Development  Center.  The  Cen- 
ters use  their  shares  for  Christ- 
mas decorations  and  wrapping 
paper,  to  buy  a  nice  individual 
gift  for  each  child,  and  to  pay 
for  Christmas  activities  for  the 
children.  These  activities  are 
planned  by  each  Center  accord- 
ing to  the  age  and  interests  of 
the  children  it  serves. 

The  Adolescent  Center  youth 
were  treated  to  a  pizza  party  and 
roller-skating  at  the  Wonder- 
land Skate  Center  in  Statesville. 

The  Pre-Adolescent  Center 
children  made  luminaries,  lined 
the  cottage  area  with  them,  and 
sang  Christmas  carols.  They 
used  some  of  their  money  to  buy 
games  and  necessities  for  their 
cottages  that  they  can  use  the 
year  through. 

The  Family  and  Child  Devel- 
opment Center  had  a  Christmas 
Open  House  so  children  could 
bring  their  parents  to  see  all  the 


decorations  they  made  for  their 
classrooms.  In  addition  to  their 
individual  gifts,  each  child  re- 
ceived a  treat  bag  of  fruit  and 
candy  from  Santa  Claus. 

Some  of  the  Cannon  fund 


monies  will  also  be  used  to 
renovate  the  "Hub,"  an  area  in 
the  basement  of  the  gymnasium 
that  all  of  the  children  at  the 
Home  can  use  for  indoor  activ- 
ities and  parties. 


The  children  at  the  Pre-Adolescent  Center  returned  to  their 
cottages  and  opened  presents  after  singing  Christmas  carols. 


After  their  Christmas  lunch  the  youth  of  the  Adolescent 
Center  put  on  a  delightful  play  called  "111  be  cloned  for 
Christmas." 


Barium  Alumi  News 


Lucille  Mclnnis  Hall,  70,  of 
810  Executive  Place,  Fayette- 
ville,  died  on  December  22  after 
a  lengthy  illness. 

She  and  her  husband,  James 
A.  Hall  Sr.,  who  survives,  began 
working  at  Barium  Springs 
Home  for  Children  in  1967  and 
1969  respectively  and  both  re- 
tired to  Fayetteville  in  July  of 
1982. 

Mrs.  Hall  was  born  August 
26,  1918,  in  Cumberland 
County,  a  daughter  of  the  late 
Angus  and  Mary  Jessup  Mcln- 
nis. 

In  addition  to  her  husband, 


she  is  survived  by  one  daughter, 
Mrs.  Henry  Player  of  Fayette- 
ville; one  son,  James  A.  Hall  Jr. 
of  Fayetteville;  four  sisters,  Mrs. 
Tom  Whitted  of  Charlotte,  Miss 
Elizabeth  Mclnnis,  Mrs.  Orva 
Perkins,  and  Mrs.  Alton  Ed- 
mondson,  all  of  Fayetteville;  and 
three  grandchildren. 

Mrs.  Hall's  funeral  was  held 
on  December  24  at  First  Presb- 
yterian Church  of  Fayetteville 
with  Dr.  Joseph  Walker  and 
Earle  Frazier  (executive  director 
of  Barium  Springs  Home  for 
Children)  officiating. 


In  Memory  —  In  Honor 

Barium  Springs  Home  for  Children 


...Or 
So  It 
Seems 


The  following  letter  was  re- 
ceived recently.  It  is  presented 
here  to  give  readers  an  insight 
into  the  kinds  of  problems  we 
encounter  and  to  assure  readers 
that  some  parents  of  troubled 
children  struggle  gallantly,  but 
without  success.  Names  of  peo- 
ple and  places  have  been 
changed. 

"Dear  Mr.  Frazier, 

I  am  seeking  information 
regarding  admission,  costs,  pro- 
gram, etc.  for  Barium  Springs 
Home  for  Children.  The  reason 
I  desire  such  information  is  for 
the  possible  placement  of  my 
adopted  son,  Peter.  I  will  try  to 
give  you  as  brief  a  description/ 
explanation  of  our  situation  as 
I  can  so  that  you  can  make  an 
initial,  honest  judgment  as  to 
whether  or  not  your  institution 
might  be  of  help  to  us. 

Peter  is  a  twelve  year  old 
emotionally  disturbed  seventh 
grader  with  quite  a  high  I.Q., 
though  his  grades  and  school 
behavior  are  very  poor.  We 
adopted  him  when  I  was  pastor- 
ing  in  another  city  when  he  was 
six  years  old.  He  is  biracial  and 
came  out  of  an  abusive/ neglect- 
ful home.  He  was  in  foster  care 
for  nearly  five  years  before  the 
courts  terminated  the  rights  of 
his  birth  parents  and  he  and  his 
brother  became  eligible  for 
adoption.  That  is  when  we  came 
into  the  picture.  Along  with 
Peter  came  his  older  brother 
Paul  (16)  who  also  has  severe 
emotional  problems  but  with 
whom  we  seem  to  be  making  it. 
This  letter  primarily  concerns 
Peter. 

From  the  first  of  the  relation- 
ship we  (the  entire  family) 
sought  and  have  been  in  family 
and  individual  therapy.  We  have 
been  through  extensive  testing 
and  counseling.  From  the  first 
day  until  now  we  have  struggled 
to  make  it.  Peter  has  continually 
rejected  Donna  (my  wife)  and 
myself.  It  seems  that  we  have 
been  through  the  gamut  of 
rebellion,  rejection  and  all  the 
behavior  that  goes  with  that. 
However,  no  sooner  do  I  say  that 
than  something  new  comes  up. 
In  all  honesty  I  think  I  can  say 
 — , 

I 


Donor . 


Address 


IN  MEMORY 
My  gift  of  S  _ 


I  wish  to  □  Honor 
Name  of 

Honoree  or  Deceased 

Address  

On  the  occasion  of  


IN  HONOR 

 is  enclosed. 

]  Remember 


Date  of  death  if  applicable 

Survivor  to  notify   

Address  


Earle  Frazier,  ACSW 
Executive  Director 

we  have  given  it  our  best  shot. 
1  think  we  understand  where 
most  everything  comes  from. 
Though  I  am  sure  we  do  not 
understand  everything. 

In  1985  we  gave  birth  to  our 
first  birthchild,  Joy.  In  the 
summer  of  1986  I  was  called  to 
a  distant  state.  With  the  move 
we  made  the  decision  to  give 
everyone  a  break  from  therapy. 
Before  my  calling  we  first  saw 
a  family  therapist/ social  worker 
for  one  year.  Then  we  began 
seeing  Dr.  King,  a  psychologist 
specializing  in  therapy  for  spe- 
cial needs  adopted  children.  We 
saw  him  for  over  three  years 
before  we  left.  In  the  fall  of  1986 
along  with  the  move  we  gave 
birth  (a  very  difficult  one)  to  our 
second  birthchild,  Karen.  These 
drastic  changes  seemed  to  have 
brought  to  a  climax  the  prob- 
lems we  were  having,  especially 
with  Peter. 

By  the  spring  of  1987  Peter's 
behavior  had  grown  worse  and 
he  showed  increasing  signs  of 
becoming  violent  with  our  two 
girls.  At  that  time  we  sought  help 
from  Dr.  Kent,  a  psychiatrist. 
With  his  recommendation  we 
put  Peter  into  a  pediatric  psy- 
chiatric treatment  center  for  45 
days.  While  in  the  family  therapy 
that  went  with  that  treatment 
Donna  and  I  made  the  most 
difficult  decision  of  our  lives  that 
we  could  no  longer  have  Peter 
in  our  home  and  that  he  would 
not  come  home  at  the  end  of  his 
treatment.  We  began  searching 
for  alternatives.  At  the  end  of 
his  treatment  their  recommenda- 
tion was  that  Peter  either  go  to 
a  foster  home  with  continued 
psychological  treatment  or  be 
admitted  to  a  residential  treat- 
ment center.  Through  the  help 
of  Dr.  Kent  we  found  a  couple 
who  were  willing  to  take  Peter 
in  foster  care.  He  has  been  with 
them  since  August  of  1987. 

Most  recently  the  wife/ moth- 
er of  that  situation  went  into  a 
intensive  psychiatric  treatment 
facility.  We  do  not  know  the 
reeasons  for  that.  However, 
upon  her  dismissal  the  foster 
couple  decided  to  separate.  We 
have  just  found  that  out.  At  the 
moment  Peter  is  still  living  with 
his  foster  dad.  However,  we  are 
afraid  that  might  end  at  any 
time.  Ultimately,  we  are  still 
responsible.  We  still  feel  very 
strongly  that  there  is  no  way  to 
bring  Peter  back  into  our  home. 
We  feel  it  would  be  disastrous 
and  destructive  for  him  and  for 
us.  Therefore  we  are  trying  to 
investigate  all  possibilities  of 
help. 

We  would  appreciate  any 
thoughts,  hopes,  ideas,  etc.  that 
you  might  have  and  certainly 
whether  or  not  you  think  your 
institution  might  be  a  possible 
solution. 

Sincerely  yours  in  Christ, 

George  A.  Cary" 


Relationship  of  survivor  to  honoree 


P.O.  Box  1,  Barium  Springs,  NC  28010 


Page  10,  The  Presbyterian  News,  February  1989 


"iLOCICA/ 

L        1        *        1  O 

2 

(Wi 

|UiJl"ii  1 

Union  T 

neological  oemmar 

V  IN  VIRGINIA 

Z 

V— ^ 

> 

Vol.2 

Marty  Torkington,  Editor 

No.  12 

February  1989 

Synod  of  the  Mid-Atlantic  moves  to  Union  Seminary  campus 


Union  Theological  Seminary 
in  Virginia  has  signed  an  agree- 
ment with  the  Synod  of  the  Mid- 
Atlantic  to  locate  the  synod's 
central  offices  on  seminary 
property  adjacent  to  the  campus. 
The  move  follows  months  of 
planning  and  negotiations  in- 
volving the  seminary,  the  loca- 
tion committee  of  the  synod,  the 
Richmond  City  Planning  Com- 
mission, and  neighborhood  as- 
sociations. 

The  decision  was  approved  by 
the  Board  of  Trustees  of  the 
seminary  at  its  November  18 
meeting  and  by  the  Council  of 
synod  on  December  9. 

T.  Hartley  Hall  IV,  president 
of  the  seminary,  expressed  his 
delight  with  the  move.  "This 
move  affords  an  ongoing  oppor- 
tunity for  the  larger  church  to 
draw  upon  the  resources  of  its 
institutions  here  in  Richmond  as 
it  plans  for  its  mission  and 
carries  out  its  many  ministries 
in  this  region  of  the  United 
States." 

After  the  new  Synod  of  the 
Mid-Atlantic  was  established  in 
the  reunited  Presbyterian 
Church  (U.S.A.),  it  began  look- 
ing for  a  place  to  locate  its 
central  headquarters,  which  will 
combine  former  offices  in  Bal- 
timore, Roanoke,  and  Raleigh 
into  a  single  facility. 

The  locations  committee, 
chaired  by  the  Rev.  John  Wim- 
berly,  approached  Union  Semi- 
nary in  Virginia  as  a  possible  site 
for  its  offices.  One  criterion  was 
that  it  be  centrally  located  for 
the  synod's  1500  congregations 


The  charm  of  the  "Brightside"  house  as  it  was  in  1893  is  still  evident  almost  100  years  later.  This 
picture  was  found  in  the  inside  cover  of  Brightside  Idyls,  James  Power  Smith's  book  of  devotional 
reflections  which  were  written  from  the  porch  of  his  home. 


men  and  women  at  Union  Se- 
minary preparing  for  positions 
of  leadership  in  the  church. 

The  proposed  site  is  located 
on  the  southwest  corner  of 
Chamberlayne  and  Westwood 
Avenues,  directly  opposite  Un- 
ion's new  Seminary  Relations 
Center.  Plans  call  for  an  addi- 
tion to  be  made  to  the  existing 
structure  and  the  entire  first 
floor  to  be  used  by  the  synod 
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Architectural  drawings  show  additions  and  renovations  to  the 
future  offices  of  the  Synod  of  the  Mid-Atlantic.  Details  of  the  new 
additions  will  be  in  keeping  with  the  post-Civil  War  and  Victorian 
flavor  of  the  community. 


and  accessible  to  the  13  presby- 
teries the  synod  adjudicates.  The 
committee  saw  the  seminary's 
location  in  Richmond  as  offer- 
ing easy  access  by  car  or  plane 
to  all  areas  of  the  new  synod. 
Moreover,  its  excellent  theolog- 
ical library,  renowned  faculty, 
and  physical  facilities  offer  rich 
resources  for  the  synod's  use. 

The  seminary  too  was  eager 
for  the  new  plans  to  materialize, 
and  worked  to  explore  every 
alternative  possible.  It  sees  the 
presence  of  the  synod  in  Rich- 
mond as  a  witness  of  the  church 
at  work.  This  new  venture  will 
open  w'f'er  perspectives  for  the 


for  its  offices.  The  seminary  will 
retain  use  of  the  second  floor  for 
its  own  use.  Synod's  offices  will 
be  fully  accessible  to  the  handi- 
capped, and  ample  off-street 
parking  is  planned. 

Both  the  seminary  and  the 
synod  will  participate  in  the  cost 
of  the  project,  but  the  property 
will  be  owned  by  the  synod. 
When  the  construction  on  the 
project  is  completed,  the  title  will 
be  transferred  to  the  synod. 

The  move  has  not  been  with- 
out its  share  of  problems.  Initial 
negotiations  on  the  Chamber- 
layne Avenue  location  included 
tearing  down  the  present  struc- 


ture. Local  citizens,  attempting 
to  protect  the  historic  nature  of 
the  neighborhood,  rallied  sup- 
port against  the  proposal. 
Another  campus  site  near  Mis- 
sion Court  was  considered  and 
rejected,  and  negotiators  re- 
turned to  their  original  location. 

A  third  option,  to  add  a  wrap- 
around addition  to  the  first  floor 
of  the  Chamberlayne  Avenue 
house,  expanding  its  space  and 
modernizing  it  for  office  facil- 
ities, was  eventually  approved  by 
Union  Seminary,  the  Synod  of 
the  Mid-Atlantic,  and  Rich- 
mond planning  authorities. 

A  garage  adjacent  to  the  house 
has  been  torn  down  and  reno- 
vation of  the  interior  of  the 
house  has  already  begun.  Com- 
pletion of  the  project  should  take 
approximately  six  months. 

The  present  structure  is 
steeped  in  local  and  Presbyterian 
history.  The  Rev.  James  Power 
Smith,  aide-de-camp  to  General 
Stonewall  Jackson,  named  the 
house  "Brightside"  when  he 
moved  to  Richmond  in  1893. 
Smith  had  come  to  the  city  to 
assume  editorship  of  The  Cen- 
tral Presbyterian,  a  weekly 
church  newspaper  now  known 
as  The  Presbyterian  Outlook. 

Smith  also  holds  the  distinc- 
tion of  having  been  stated  clerk 
of  the  Synod  of  Virginia  for  half 
a  century  (1873-1920),  longer 
than  anyone  before  or  since.  His 
devotional  book,  Brightside 
Idyls,  is  a  compilation  of  spir- 
itual reflections  written  while  he 
lived  in  the  house. 

This  move  of  the  Synod  of  the 
Mid-Atlantic  to  the  seminary's 
campus  brings  an  added  dimen- 
sion to  Richmond's  strong 
Presbyterian  community.  Union 
Theological  Seminary  in  Virgi- 
nia has  been  preparing  men  and 
women  for  positions  of  leader- 
ship in  the  Presbyterian  Church 
for  over  176  years,  90  of  them 
on  the  Richmond  campus. 

Adjacent  to  the  seminary 
stands  the  Presbyterian  School 


of  Christian  Education  (PSCE), 
long  esteemed  for  its  commit- 
ment to  the  training  of  Christian 


educators.  The  offices  of  the  new 
Presbytery  of  the  James  are 
currently  located  on  the  PSCE 
campus. 

Other  Presbyterian-related 
institutions  nearby  include  Mis- 
sion Court,  an  apartment  com- 
plex for  missionaries  and  inter- 
national students;  Westminister- 
Canterbury  House;  and  the 
offices  of  The  Presbyterian 
Outlook.  More  than  30  Presb- 
yterian congregations  are  locat- 
ed in  the  city  of  Richmond  alone. 

For  years  the  seminary  has 
enjoyed  a  close  relationship  with 
congregations  and  individuals  in 
the  region  now  served  by  the 
Synod  of  the  Mid-Atlantic.  It 
hosts  visiting  synod,  presbytery, 
and  church  groups,  sponsors 
alumni/ ae  gatherings,  conducts 
workshops  and  seminars  both 
on  its  campus  and  in  presbyter- 
ies, and  sends  its  students  and 
faculty  to  preach  and  teach  in 
churches  throughout  the  area. 

The  seminary  welcomes  this 
opportunity  to  share  its  resour- 
ces and  facilities  with  this  his- 
toric synod,  and  looks  forward 
to  the  associations  and  the 
perspective  which  the  synod  will 
bring  to  the  seminary  and  to  the 
Richmond  community. 


Plat  indicates  present  structure  and  proposed  addition  with  office 
space  and  parking. 

Seminary  Center  dedicated  in 
honor  of  distinguished  alumnus 


A  generous  bequest  honoring 
the  memory  of  the  Rev.  Dr.  John 
McAden  Rose  Jr.,  former  alum- 
nus and  trustee  of  Union  Theo- 
logical Seminary  in  Virginia,  has 
been  given  to  the  seminary  by 
his  son,  William  Cumming 
Rose,  Ph.D.  This  gift  has  helped 
to  make  possible  the  renovation 
and  completion  of  a  new  Semi- 
nary Relations  Center  on  cam- 
pus, which  will  house  the  com- 
munications and  development 
offices.  On  November  18,  the 
Board  of  Trustees  of  the  semi- 
nary met  with  relatives  and 
friends  of  the  Rose  family  to 
dedicate  the  new  center  honor- 
ing the  memory  of  Rose  and 
celebrating  the  gift  of  his  son. 

John  McAden  Rose  Jr.,  was 
born  in  1849  in  Fayetteville, 
N.C.  and  received  his  education 
from  Davidson  College,  the 
University  of  North  Carolina,  and 


Union  Theological  Seminary  in 
Virginia  (1873).  Following  his 
ordination  in  East  Hanover 
Presbytery,  he  served  churches 
in  Portsmouth,  Va.;  Memphis, 
Tenn.,  Goldsboro,  N.C,  Green- 
ville, S.C.,  Morganton,  N.C, 
and  Laurinburg,  N.C.  He  served 
as  moderator  of  both  Fayette- 
ville Presbytery  and  the  Synod 
of  North  Carolina  and  as  trustee 
of  Davidson  College  and  Union 
Seminary. 

His  son,  William  Cumming 
Rose  (1887-1985),  received  a 
B.S.  from  Davidson  College  and 
a  Ph.D.  in  biochemistry  from 
Yale  University  in  1911.  He 
taught  at  the  University  of 
Pennsylvania  College  of  Medi- 
cine, at  the  University  of  Texas 
Medical  School,  and  at  the 
University  of  Illinois  before 
entering  into  research  in  1953. 
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Crisis  as  Opportunity: 
Challenges  in  the  Elijah  Stories 
Lesson  7,  March: 
The  Crisis  of  Injustice 

Circle  Bible  Leaders  Study  Guide 


By  Carol  T.  (Pinky)  Bender 

"Social  justice"... we  hear  the  words 
and  each  one  of  us  conjures  up  his  or 
her  own  definition  of  what  those  two 
words  mean.  The  basic  necessities  for 
every  human  being:  food,  clothing,  and 
shelter?  Equal  pay  for  equal  work?  Those 
certain  inalienable  rights  to  which  each 
citizen  is  entitled?  We  know  what  "social 
justice"  is  and  what  the  words  mean... and 
what  we  should  do  about  social  justice. 
That  is  what  makes  this  particular 
chapter  so  difficult!  We  cannot  "worm 
our  way  out"  of  this  chapter  on  injustice! 
The  lesson  to  be  learned  is  clear,  and 
it  is  a  lesson  that  most  of  us  would  rather 
skip! 

Bible  moderators  may  want  to  prepare 
for  teaching  this  session  by  using  the 
resources  listed  on  page  52  of  Dr.  Mary 
Boney  Sheats's  study  book.  If  you  have 
not  already  done  so,  look  up  Ahab  and 
Jezebel  in  the  Interpreter's  Dictionary  of 
the  Bible  (Ahab,  Vol.  1,  pp.  61-63; 
Jezeble,  Vol.  2,  pp.  905-906).  An  article 
on  Naboth  may  also  be  found  in  the  IDB, 
Vol.  3,  page  495.  You  may  also  want  to 
do  some  research  on  what  the  Bible  says 
about  "justice,"  using  Dr.  Sheats's 
suggestions  on  pages  51  and  52.  Other 
references  may  be  found  by  using  a 
concordance.  Use  a  theological  word 
book,  or  any  standard  dictionary  for  a 
definition  of  the  word  "covet." 

Compare  with  David 

If  you  decide  to  use  a  comparison 
between  the  Ahab/ Jezebel /Elijah  story 
and  the  David/ Bathsheba/ Nathan  story 
as  suggested  in  the  section,  "Echoes  from 
the  Past,"  assign  the  story  of  David, 


Bathsheba,  and  Nathan  to  someone 
ahead  of  time  for  research  and  study. 
What  are  the  differences  and  similarities 
in  these  two  stories?  What  was  the  place 
of  repentance  and  forgiveness  in  each 
story?  What  happened  to  the  main 
characters? 

Begin  the  session  with  a  dramatic 
reading  of  I  Kings  21:  1-29.  Choose 
people  to  read  the  parts  of  narrator, 
Ahab,  Naboth,  Elijah,  Jezebel,  two  base 
fellows,  and  God.  Remember  to  keep 
before  you  and  your  group  the  three  basic 
questions  that  we  ask  each  Scripture 
passage:  (1)  What  does  this  passage  say? 
(2)  What  does  our  culture  say  to  us  about 
this  passage?  and  (3)  Has  something  in 
my  life  been  different  from  this  passage? 

Concept  of  land 

Using  the  questions  in  "Pause  and 
Reflect"  on  pages  47  and  48,  discuss  the 
biblical  concept  of  land  and  the  inher- 
itance of  land.  (Pay  special  attention  to 
the  daughters  of  Zelophehad!)  What  was 
Ahab's  reaction  to  Naboth's  refusal  to 
sell  him  the  vineyard? 

Move  into  a  contemporary  discussion 
by  asking  questions  like  these:  What  does 
it  mean  to  "covet"?  What  are  some 
examples  from  the  world  today  that  you 
consider  "covetousness"?  How  might  the 
community  be  "guilty"  of  this?  The 
church?  Our  nation? 

Jezebel  interesting! 

Jezebel  is  an  interesting  biblical 
character  that  you  may  want  to  spend 
some  time  on!  She  is  the  epitome  of  evil 
and  is  referred  to  in  Revelation  2:  20. 
Her  background  as  the  daughter  of  a 
Phoenician  king  gave  her  an  unswerving 


belief  in  the  absolute  power  of  the 
monarchy.  As  Dr.  Sheats  says,  "What 
was  an  insurmountable  problem  to  the 
king  [Ahab]  was  merely  an  inconvenience 
for  Jezebel."  (p.  48)  Whatever  Queen 
Jezebel  had  to  do  to  get  the  vineyard 
for  King  Ahab  she  could  and  would  do. 
For  her,  the  ends  justified  whatever 
means  she  had  to  take  to  achieve  what 
she  or  Ahab  wanted.  What  are  some  of 
the  things  that  Jezebel  did,  or  had  done, 
to  accomplish  her  purpose  of  attaining 
the  vineyard? 

How  does  the  singlemindedness  of 
Jezebel  compare  to  that  of  people  who 
today  climb  the  corporate  ladder  with 
no  thought  for  those  on  whose  necks  they 
step  as  they  climb?  In  what  places  do 
we  find  this  "corporate  ladder"?  How 
does  climbing  the  corporate  ladder 
compare  with  the  life  of  servanthood  that 
Jesus  Christ  calls  us  to  lead? 

The  questions  in  "Pause  and  Reflect" 
on  age  49  can  be  used  to  dig  further  into 
verses  8-16  of  the  passage.  The  term 
"conniving  woman"  pales  when  put 
beside  Jezebel! 

Here  comes  Elijah! 

Elijah  is  called  by  God  to  step  into 
the  situation  much  the  same  way  that 
Nathan  was  asked  to  confront  King 
David.  (If  you  use  the  comparison,  this 
is  the  place  to  ask  for  a  report  concerning 
the  David/ Bathsheba/ Nathan  story.) 
Imagine  that  you  are  Elijah,  and  you  have 
been  called  to  be  God's  spokesperson  in 
the  confrontation  of  Ahab.  What  would 
be  your  response?  How  would  you  feel 
as  you  went  "to  Samaria"  to  that 
vineyard  where  Ahab  is?  What  words 
would  you  be  going  over  in  your  mind? 


Ahab  and  Elijah  meet  again!  In  I  Kings 
18,  they  met  on  Mount  Carmel  for  a 
"showdown."  Now  they  meet  once  again 
as  God  calls  the  prophet  into  service  once 
more.  Ahab  calls  Elijah  "my  enemy." 
And  enemy  he  was!  Elijah,  speaking  with 
the  mind  of  God,  "knew"  all  that  God 
knew  about  the  situation — including  the 
plotting  of  Jezebel  and  the  acquisition 
of  the  vineyard.  The  incident  called  for 
judgment — and  Elijah  uttered  those 
words,  as  recorded  in  verses  20b-24. 

Ahab  repents 

The  response  of  Ahab  in  verse  27  may 
surprise  some  folks,  who  thought  he 
would  tell  Elijah  to  get  lost.  But  re- 
member Ahab  was  the  king  of  Israel,  part 
of  the  divided  kingdom  of  the  covenant 
people  of  God.  Even  if  he  slips  into  evil 
ways,  somewhere  in  the  back  of  his  mind 
he  knows  what  is  right.  Ahab's  repent- 
ance delays  God's  judgment  to  the  reigns 
of  his  sons. 

Close  the  session  with  a  time  of  prayer 
reflecting  on  situations  that  may  seem 
like  covetousness,  either  in  your  own  life, 
or  the  life  of  your  church  and  community. 
You  may  want  to  write  down  these  ideas 
and  pray  them  as  a  closing  litany,  using 
the  words  of  the  prophet  Amos  (5:  24, 
page  51)  as  a  refrain.  Or  you  may  want 
to  reflect  on  Dr.  Sheats's  statement,  "The 
repentance  of  an  individual,  no  matter 
how  sincere,  cannot  undo  wrong."  How 
is  this  true  in  your  own  life?  The  life  of 
your  church? 

The  Rev.  Carol  T.  (Pinky)  Bender  is 
pastor  of  McQuay  Church  in  Charlotte, 
N.C. 


Education,  volunteers  are  course  topics 


Two  courses  at  the  Continu- 
ing Education  Center  of  the 
Presbyterian  School  of  Chris- 
tian Education  this  spring  will 
deal  with  education  in  the 
church  and  using  volunteers  in 
the  church.  PSCE  trains  Chris- 
tian educators.  The  courses  are: 

Essential  Skills  for  Education- 
al Ministry,  March  28-31. 
Teacher  is  Donald  Griggs,  au- 
thor, educational  consultant, 
and  co-founder  of  Griggs  Edu- 
cational Service.  The  course  is 
designed  for  pastors  and  layfolk 
with  little  formal  training  in 
practical  and  theoretical  educa- 
tion; PSCE  recommends  it  also 
as  a  refresher  for  experienced 
educators.  Participants  may 
take  it  for  academic  credit,  and 
educators  may  take  it  to  fulfill 
requirements. 

How  to  Mobilize  Church 
Volunteers,  April  24-25.  Teacher 
is  Marlene  Wilson,  author  and 
consultant  on  managing  volun- 
teers. The  course  will  help  min- 
isters and  lay  leaders  identify 
new  talent  in  a  congregation  and 
work  successfully  with  volun- 
teers. 

For  more  information  on  the 
courses,  tuition  and  housing 
costs,  and  registration,  contact 
Dr.  Ronald  Cram,  Continuing 
Education  Center,  1205  Palmyra 
Ave.,  Richmond,  Va.  23227 
(telephone  804-355-5495  or  254- 
8046). 

Recreation  in  the  church 

The    Annual  Recreation 


Workshop  will  take  place  at 
Montreat  May  1-6.  It  will  train 
pastors,  educators,  lay  leaders, 
and  youth  and  camp  workers  in 
recreational  ministry. 

The  workshop  will  include  19 
classes  and  numerous  special  events. 

For  more  information,  con- 
tact Frank  Boyd,  420  W.  Walker 
Ave.,  Asheboro,  N.C.  27203 
(telephone  919-625-3227). 

Conferences 

Historians'  seminars 

The  Offices  of  History  in 
Montreat  and  Philadelphia  will 
sponsor,  respectively,  a  Seminar 
on  Local  Church  History  and  an 
Historians'  Conference,  the 
former  at  the  Presbyterian  Study 
Center  in  Montreat  May  14-17 
and  the  latter  at  First  Church 
in  Wichita,  Kan.,  June  29- July  1. 

The  Montreat  seminar  is  de- 
signed for  writers  of  congrega- 
tions' histories  for  publication 
and  for  historians  of  Presbyter- 
ian Women  and  others  writing 
annual  historical  reports.  Guest 
historian  will  be  Dr.  James  H. 
Smylie,  professor  of  American 
church  history  at  Union  Semi- 
nary in  Virginia  and  editor  of 
American  Presbyterians:  Jour- 
nal of  Presbyterian  History.  For 
more  information,  contact 
Diana  Ruby  Sanderson,  Presb- 
yterian Study  Center,  P.O.  Box 
849,  Montreat,  N.C.  28757  (tel- 
ephone 704-669-7061). 

The  Wichita  meeting  will  offer 


workshops  on  preserving,  col- 
lecting, and  using  Presbyterian 
history.  For  more  information, 
contact  Virginia  Moore,  Presb- 
yterian Office  of  History,  425 
Lombard  St.,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 
19145-1516  (telephone  215-627- 
1852). 

Christian-Jewish  relations 

The  11th  National  Workshop 
on  Christian- Jewish  Relations 
will  take  place  March  27-30  at 
the  Omni  Hotel  and  Convention 
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AUTHORS  WANTED  BY 
NEW  YORK  PUBLISHER 

Leading  subsidy  book  publisher  seeks  manuscripts 
of  all  types:  fiction,  non-fiction,  poetry,  scholarly 
and  juvenile  works,  etc.  New  authors  welcomed 
Send  for  free,  illustrated  40-page  brochure  H-101 
Vantage  Press.  516  W  34  St..  New  York.  N  Y.  10001 


ADDA-PAD 
PEW  UPHOLSTERING 

REVERSIBLE  CUSHIONS 
PEW  REFINISHING 

Our  installers  have  upholstered  over  1.000 
churches.  1 5  year  wear  warranty.  We  can  upholster 
your  pews  on  site  for  less  than  loose  cushions' 
Call  us  for  a  FREE  estimate: 


Uttch  Interiors  Inc. 

^pTj     CHURCH  FURNITURE  &  STAINED  GLASS 

800  Easlchesler  Dr.  •  P.O.  Box  5346 
High  Point.  NC  27262-5346 
NC  1  (800)  922-6432  TOLL  FREE 


Center  in  Charleston,  S.C.  Chur- 
ches and  synagogues  in  the  Ca- 
rolinas  are  hosting  the  meeting. 

For  more  information,  con- 
tact 1 1th  National  Workshop  on 
Christian-Jewish  Relations, 
P.O.  Box  3363,  Columbia,  S.C. 
29230  (telephone  803-786-7115 
or  71 16). 


FREE  ESTIMATES 


•  Stained  Glass  Installations 

•  Stained  Gho>»  Restoration 

•  Custom  Aluminum  Frames 

•  Fiberglass  Baptistries  &  Sti 
•Church  Furniture 
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COMPANY,  INC. 


P.O  Box  67 
Harmony,  NC  28634 


Phone 

(704  )  546-2687 
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Camp  Albemarle 
offers  varied  programs 

On  a  cold  and  wintery  day,  what  better  way  to  keep  warm  than 
to  think  about  the  summer.  Now  is  the  time  to  start  making  plans 
for  summer  camp. 

New  Hope  Presbytery  is  affiliated  with  three  camps.  Presbyterian 
Point,  located  north  of  Henderson,  N.C.,  Camp  New  Hope  near 
Chapel  Hill,  and  Camp  Albemarle  located  on  the  banks  of  the 
Bogue  Sound,  near  Morehead  City. 

The  camps  provide  young  people  with  an  opportunity  to 
experience  new  relationships  and  grow  in  Christian  understanding 
by  living  in  a  close  Christian  community.  They  also  offer  experienced 
instructors  who  will  help  campers  develop  skills  according  to  the 
age  and  experience  of  the  camper. 

Of  special  interest  this  year  will  be  a  nine-day  camp  offered  by 
Camp  Albemarle.  This  will  be  for  sixth  through  eighth  graders  and 
will  be  June  25-July  3.  This  extended  camp  will  include  a  trip  to 
Fort  Macon/ Atlantic  Beach  and  a  trip  to  see  the  musical  outdoor 
drama,  "Worthy  is  the  Lamb,"  which  focuses  on  the  life  and  ministry 
of  Jesus.  The  full  cost  of  these  excursions  is  included  in  the  camper 
fee. 

Also,  Camp  Albemarle  will  offer  a  three-day  second  and  third 
grade  camp.  This  camp  is  a  shorter  version  of  the  week-long  camp 
and  is  designed  as  an  introduction  to  the  camp  experience  for  those 
who  have  never  been  to  camp  before. 

The  Bible  study  portion  at  Camp  Albemarle  will  focus  on  "tools" 
we  use  to  help  build  our  faith  and  will  look  seriously  at  the  whole 
Bible  and  at  worship,  addressing  questions  like  "Why  do  we  have 
sermons?"  and  "How  do  1  find  where  my  favorite  story  is  in  the 
Bible?" 

The  waterfront  program  at  Camp  Albemarle  will  include  advanced 
sailing  skills  aboard  a  Rhodes  19  for  interested  campers,  as  well 
as  the  opportunity  to  earn  a  certificate  in  one  of  three  levels  of 
sailing  skill. 

The  schedule  for  Camp  Albemarle  is  as  follows: 


The  New  Hope  Presbyterian 


Sylvia  Goodnight,  Editor 

P.O.  Box  35,  GreenvUle  27834 


February  1989 

(919)  752-7156 


Mission  conference  set 


Camp  1 

June  18-24 

Grades  3-5 

$110 

Camp  2 

June  25-July  3 

Grades  6-8 

$165* 

Camp  3 

July  6-8 

Grades  2-3** 

$40 

Camp  4 

July  9-15 

Grades  3-5 

$110 

Camp  5 

July  16-22 

Grades  5-7 

$110 

Camp  6 

July  23-29 

Grades  8-10 

$120* 

Camp  7 

July  30-Aug.5 

Grades  3-5 

$110 

Camp  8 

Aug.  6-12 

Grades  4-6 

$110 

*Fee 

includes  transportation/  admission 

to  the 

outdoor  drama,  "Worthy  is  the  Lamb." 
** Limited  to  first-time  campers. 

Be  sure  to  make  your  plans  early  for  camp.  Camps  close  out 
early.  For  information  about  Camp  Albemarle,  contact  the  Rev. 
Michelle  (Mike)  Burcher,  P.O.  Box  380,  Greenville,  N.C.  27835 
or  call  (919)  752-7240. 

Future  editions  will  carry  more  information  about  the  programs 
at  Presbyterian  Point  and  Camp  New  Hope.  But  you  may  also 
contact  the  Rev.  Paul  Ransford,  P.O.  Box  2874,  Durham,  N.C. 
27705  or  call  (919)  286-0704. 


March  4  is  the  date  to  mark 
for  the  1989  Mission  Conference 
that  is  being  hosted  by  the 
former  Albemarle  Presbytery. 
The  Mission  Conference  will  be 
held  at  Covenant  Church,  2603 
Tilghman  Road,  Wilson. 

Plans  are  being  made  for  six 
or  seven  workshops  which  will 
highlight  various  countries  in 
which  the  Presbyterian  Church 
(U.S.A.)  is  at  work  in  global 
missions.  A  variety  of  the  types 
of  ministry  performed  in  the 
international  focus  of  our 
church  will  also  be  described. 

Four  of  the  workshop  leaders 
are  to  be: 

Margaret  Blair  Price,  recently 
returned  from  six  years  teach- 

Honors  given 

Recipients  of  honorary  life 
memberships  in  Albemarle 
Presbytery  for  1988  were: 

Linda  B.  Schrock— W.O.C., 
Albemarle  Presbytery;  Florence 
Holt— W.O.C.,  Albemarle 
Presbytery;  Myrtle  Hadden  Les- 
lie— First,  Greenville;  Edna 
Rose  Whitehurst  Lewis — Boyd 
Memorial,  Greenville;  Marcia 
Thigpen  Warren — Howard 
Memorial,  Tarboro;  Milton  Ray 
Harrell — Boyd  Memorial, 
Greenville;  Catherine  Ramsey 
Broadfoot — First,  Wilson;  and 
Carol  Smith  Sawyer — First, 
Washington. 

Whitney  Allison  Owens  of 
Howard  Memorial  Church  in 
Tarboro  has  been  honored  for 
having  recited  the  Child's  Cate- 
chism. 


Students  called  to  be  'seers' 


"Let  the  Bones  Dance,"  they 
read.  "Let  the  Bones  Dance," 
they  shouted.  "Let  the  Bones 
Dance!"  they  sang.  "Let  the 
Bones  Dance"  was  the  message 
which  rang  clearly  in  the  hearts 
and  minds  of  over  500  college 
students  from  all  over  the  coun- 
try and  around  the  world  as  they 
gathered  at  the  National  Student 
Conference  hosted  by  the  Presb- 
yterian Church  (U.S.A.). 

Albemarle  Presbytery, 
through  its  Campus  Ministry 
Committee,  sponsored  seven 
students  from  the  New  Hope 
Presbytery  region. 

The  conference  was  held  Dec. 
28-Jan.  1  in  Louisville,  Ky.,  just 
two  blocks  from  the  PC(USA) 
National  Headquarters.  Justo 
Gonzalez  led  the  daily  Bible 
study,  which  focused  on  Eze- 
kiel's  vision  of  the  valley  of  dry 
bones,  bringing  new  insight  to 
this  familiar  passage  as  the 
students  were  challenged  to 
make  themselves  part  of  the 
vision.  Daily  challengers  in- 
cluded Gary  Demarest,  associate 
director  of  the  Ministry  Unit  on 
Evangelism;  Rodrigo  Carazo, 
former  president  of  Costa  Rica; 
and  Mary  Ann  Lundy,  director 
of  the  Ministry  Unit  on  Women. 

Students  cited  many  high- 
lights to  this  conference.  Pam 
Foreman,  a  black  student,  en- 
joyed the  racial  and  ethnic 
diversity  of  the  group  and  felt 
included  throughout  the  confer- 
ence. Others  enjoyed  the  open- 
of  (he  community  and 


Top,  l.-r.,  Christine  Presley,  Butner,  ECU;  Bill  Stanley, 
Kinston,  ECU;  Rebecca  Isbell,  Raleigh,  St.  Andrews;  Cynthia 
Lay,  Chapel  Hill,  JMU;  Bottom:  Angela  Rose,  Williamston, 
ECU;  "Mike"  Burcher,  Presbyterian  Campus  Minister,  ECU. 


getting  to  know  other  students. 
Several  talked  about  the  free- 
dom to  be  "fools  for  Christ" 
engendered  by  recreation  leader 
Steve  Price.  "Sometimes  1  felt  a 
little  stupid,"  said  one  student, 
smiling,  "dancing  and  hopping 
around  like  that,  but  we  were  all 
doing  it  together,  so  it  was  fun." 

Conference  preacher  Elayne 
Hyman  called  the  students  to  be 
"seers,"  and  took  the  conference 
collectively  on  a  tour  through 
their  minds  of  the  tragedy  and 
brokenness  of  the  world,  of 
hunger  in  Africa,  and  earth- 
quake-devastated Armenia,  and 
the  scattered  remains  of  the 
victims  of  the  Pan  Am  bombing. 
"Can  these  bones  dance?"  she 
asked,  while  calling  the  students 
from  despair  to  hope. 

Perhaps  most  stirring  was  the 
call  for  peace  from  President 
Carazo,  as  he  told  students  how 


the  Costa  Ricans  have  no  pro- 
fessional army  to  ward  off 
invaders.  "We  believe  the  United 
States  are  friendly. ..We  share 
this  North  American  continent, 
we  must  live  together  in  love  and 
harmony."  He  challenged  the 
students  that  as  part  of  a  first- 
world  country,  they  have  a  great 
responsibility,  not  only  to  the 
third  world,  but  to  people  in 
their  own  nation.  He  recounted 
how  when  leaders  in  New  York 
City  asked  what  it  was  like  to 
live  in  a  third-world  country,  he 
took  them  to  the  Bronx. 

The  conference  participants 
elected  a  10-member  strategy 
team  to  develop  the  next  na- 
tional gathering  of  students,  to 
be  held  as  part  of  an  ecumenical 
conference  in  December  1990 
with  some  1 1  denominations 
already  pledged  to  participate. 


Volunteer  dentist  holds  clinic  in  Cormiers,  Haiti 


ing  in  a  Christian  college  in 
Japan.  She  will  tell  of  her  ex- 
perience there  and  the  present  si- 
tuation in  the  Japanese  churches 
and  special  difficulties  for  Chris- 
tians in  that  country. 

Dr.  John  Hamil,  a  leader  in 
the  Presbyterian  Men's  organi- 
zation, both  of  synod  and  na- 
tional, will  show  slides  of  a  1986 
visit  in  Egypt.  At  that  time  he 
led  a  group  of  Presbyterian  men 
from  the  United  States  in  a 
workship  in  Cairo  for  Egyptian 
laymen  of  the  Evangelical 
Church  of  Egypt,  training  them 
in  lay  mission  work. 

Ray  Galloway  will  give  an  up- 
date on  the  situation  at  many  of 
our  mission  hospitals  in  the  five 
countries  he  visited  in  recent 
weeks.  He  and  his  wife  have  just 
returned  from  observing  work  in 
Zambia,  Kenya,  Pakistan,  Ne- 
pal, and  Bangladesh. 

John  Hanna  will  lead  a  work- 
shop on  partnership  in  Haiti. 
This  is  a  program  of  working 
with  the  church  in  that  country 
in  the  fields  of  education  and 
agriculture.  Through  several 
visits  and  extensive  study  of  this 
mission,  he  brings  a  lively  and 
informative  presentation. 

The  purpose  of  the  Mission 
Conference  is  to  heighten  our 
awareness  of  opportunities  for 
Christian  witness  in  an  interna- 
tional context  and  to  learn  about 
some  of  the  work  being  done  at 
present  by  the  people  we  support 
in  87  countries  of  the  globe.  It 
will  be  an  opportunity  also  to 
accent  the  need  for  generous 


Ray  Galloway 

support,  both  financially  and 
spiritually,  for  those  who  repres- 
ent us  in  Christ's  mission  in 
faraway  places.  We  will  be  urged 
to  continue  a  serious  and  con- 
stant habit  of  prayer  for  our 
missionaries,  leaders  in  national 
churches,  and  the  people  they 
minister  to  on  our  behalf. 

The  schedule  for  March  4  will 

be: 

Registration  9:00-9:30  a.m. 
Opening  Session 

9:30-10:00  a.m. 
Workshops 

10:00  a.m.-12:30  p.m. 
Light  lunch  12:30-1:00  p.m. 

Make  plans  now  to  attend  this 
most  informative  missions  con- 
ference. You  may  pre-register  by 
filling  out  the  coupon  below. 
Cost  of  the  conference  is  $3.00, 
which  will  include  a  light  lunch. 
For  more  information,  contact 
Ms.  Jean  Ryburn,  1808  Oakdale 
Drive,  Wilson,  N.C.  27893  or 
call  (919)  243-2302. 


Pre-Registration  Form 

1989  Mission  Conference 


Return  to: 


Name 


Jean  Ryburn 

1808  Oakdale  Drive 

Wilson,  N.C.  27893 


Address 


Church 


Number  of  people   Amount  encl. 

Please  return  as  soon  as  possible 
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Synod  Council  seeks  to  save  Massanetta 


The  Synod  Council  has  said 
it  will  try  to  save  Massanetta 
Springs  Conference  Center  as  a 
synod  ministry.  At  its  meeting 
March  4  in  Richmond,  Va.,  the 
Council  went  into  executive 
session  for  several  hours  to 
discuss  the  findings  of  a  task 
force  it  had  appointed  to  inves- 
tigate the  Massanetta  situation. 

The  trustees  of  the  facility 
voted  in  October  to  close  it 
because  they  believed  necessary 
renovations  would  be  too  expen- 

Warren 
Wilson  has 
changes  in 
leadership 

Warren  Wilson  College  has 
installed  a  president  and  will  lose 
another  official.  Dr.  Alfred  O. 
Canon  was  installed  as  president 
in  November.  He  had  served  as 
interim  president  since  last  May. 
The  Rev.  Malcolm  Maccubin 
has  resigned  as  director  of 
church  relations  to  accept  an 
appointment  as  regional  repre- 
sentative of  the  Presbyterian 
Church  (U.S.A.)  for  the  Synod 
of  the  Sun. 

Canon  became  interim  pres- 
ident after  the  resignation  of  Dr. 
John  Carey,  who  had  served  for 
two  years.  He  left  after  some 
conflict  over  operating  style  at 
the  college. 

Canon  was  installed  on  Nov. 
13,  during  Founders'  Day  cer- 
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sive.  The  decision  caused  great 
controversy.  Opponents  of  the 
closing  believes  the  management 
has  not  considered  less  expen- 
sive ways  to  use  the  center.  In 
December,  the  Council  appoint- 
ed the  task  force,  which  met  with 
the  trustees  and  opponents  and 
held  hearings  in  February  and 
March.  The  task  force  reported 
to  the  Council  March  4,  during 
the  executive  session. 

Following  the  session,  the 
Council  released  the  following 


statement  on  the  matter: 

"The  Council  of  the  Synod  of 
the  Mid-Atlantic  joins  its  Mas- 
sanetta Task  Force,  and  those 
hundreds  and  hundreds  of  peo- 
ple who  have  written  and  spok- 
en, in  the  belief  and  hope  that 
the  Synod  of  the  Mid-Atlantic 
should  do  all  that  it  can  to  save 
and  to  restore  the  ministry  at  the 
Massanetta  Springs  Conference 
Center. 

"Toward  that  end,  the  Council 
representatives  shall  be  holding 


additional  conversations  with 
Massanetta's  Board  of  Trustees, 
and  with  others  whose  help  is 
needed,  to  achieve  the  hopes  of 
the  Council. 

"We  will  be  seeking  to  obtain 
positive  synod-wide  support  for 
the  ministry  at  the  Massanetta 
Springs  Conference  Center  as 
the  Council  now  recommends 
that  the  Synod  Assembly  seek 
to  decide  the  future  of  the 
Massanetta  Springs  Conference 
Center." 

Presbytery  I  picks 
name,  office  site 

MARYLAND 


This  statement  is  the  only 
comment  the  Council  and  task 
force  will  have  for  now,  they 
indicated.  The  Synod  Assembly 
will  meet  in  late  May.  The 
Council  will  report  to  that  body 
on  the  Massanetta  Springs  issue. 

In  other  business  at  the  meet- 
ing on  March  4,  the  Council: 

•  rescheduled  an  evangelism 
consultation  from  April  28-29  to 
May    11-12,    following  the 

See  Council,  page  5 


WEST  VIRGINIA  L^^'ISS^ 
'     Shenandoah'  V^,  capi' 

VIRGINIA^^ 


DELAWARE 


Dr.  Alfred  Canon 

emonies.  A  Presbyterian  elder 
and  clerk  of  session  at  Black 
Mountain  (N.C.)  Church,  he 
took  the  interim  position  at 
Warren  Wilson  from  the  post  of 
vice-chancellor  for  university 
relations  at  the  University  of 
North  Carolina  at  Asheville. 
Previously  he  served  as  vice- 
president  of  Peace  College, 
president  of  Drury  College,  and 
chancellor  of  Queens  College. 
Peace  and  Queens  are  Presby- 
terian colleges  in  the  Synod  of 
the  Mid-Atlantic. 

Canon  is  a  graduate  of 
Rhodes  College  (formerly 
Southwestern  at  Memphis)  with 
a  degree  in  mathematics,  and 
earned  master's  and  doctoral 
degrees  in  political  science  from 
Duke  University. 

In  remarks  at  the  installation, 
Canon  said  he  hopes  to  help 


Rev.  Malcolm  Maccubbin 

develop  and  implement  a  visior 
for  the  college. 

Maccubbin  began  his  new 
duties  on  Feb.  15.  He  will  be 
based  in  Dallas,  Tex.,  and  cover 
Arkansas,  Louisiana,  and  Okla- 
homa in  addition  to  Texas. 

A  Presbyterian  minister,  he 
served  as  director  of  church 
relations  since  1982.  Previously 
he  served  pastorates  in  Pennsyl- 
vania, Michigan,  Vermont,  and 
Rhode  Island  and  was  associate 
director  of  youth  work  for  the 
National  Council  of  Churches  in 
the  early  '60s. 

Canon  said,  "Mai  has  deve- 
loped stronger  and  more  pro- 
ductive relations  between  our 
college  and  the  Presbyterian 
Church,  both  in  the  recruitment 
of  students  and  in  establishing 
the  college  in  the  budgets  of 
church  courts." 


Presbytery  I  in  Virginia,  shown  on  map,  is  now  the  Presbytery 

of  the  Peaks. 


Based  on  a  report  by  Pix  Mahler 

Presbytery  I  in  Virginia  at  its 
second  Convention  adopted  a 
name,  an  office  location,  and  an 
organizational  design  and  staf- 
fing pattern.  It  also  approved  a 
search  committee  for  profession- 
al staff. 

The  Convention  met  at  First 
Church  in  Lynchburg  on  Jan. 
21. 

The  presbytery  will  be  known 
as  Presbytery  of  the  Peaks;  its 
office  will  be  at  Westminster 
Church  in  Lynchburg.  The 


presbytery  will  officially  come 
into  existence  on  July  1 ,  as  will 
the  other  new  presbyteries  in 
Virginia. 

The  presbytery  combines  all 
of  the  present  Fincastle  Presb- 
ytery, all  but  three  counties  of 
Blue  Ridge  Presbytery,  and 
several  churches  from  Southern 
Virginia  Presbytery.  The  three 
remaining  counties  of  Blue 
Ridge  will  help  form  the  Pres- 
bytery of  the  James.  Other 
churches  from  Southern  Virgi- 

See  Presbytery,  page  5 


Are  you  getting 
presbytery  page? 

If  you  live  in  a  presbytery 
that  takes  a  page  on  the  back 
of  The  Presbyterian  News 
and  you  consistently  do  not 
receive  that  page,  please  let 
us  know.  Those  presbyteries 
are  New  Castle,  Baltimore, 
Shenandoah,  Norfolk,  New 
Hope,  Charlotte,  Salem,  and 
Western  North  Carolina. 
(Norfolk  does  not  take  one 
every  month,  so  be  sure  you 
haven't  received  one  for  sev- 
eral months  before  contacting 
us.) 
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Group  forms  to  coordinate 
work  with  elderly  in  synod 


A  new  association  to  help 
ministries  with  the  elderly  in  the 
Synod  of  the  Mid-Atlantic  has 
begun  its  work. 

Jan  McGilliard,  former 
enabler-trainer  for  Older  Adult 
Ministries  of  the  Synod  of  the 
Virginias,  has  been  employed  by 
the  Association  as  its  enabler- 
trainer.  She  will  be  available 
part-time  to  work  with  presby- 
teries and  congregations  as  they 
focus  on  ways  to  enrich  the  lives 
of  older  persons.  She  lives  in 
Blacksburg,  Va.  and  may  be 
reached  at  (703)  953-1366. 

The  new  association  was  ap- 
proved by  the  Synod  Council 
last  September  as  a  related 
group.  Its  purpose  is  to  serve  as 
an  umbrella  agency  under  which 
institutions  and  programs  of 
ministry  with  older  persons  will 
work  together;  they  will  lead  in 
developing  resources  for  such 
ministries  and  will  exchange 
information  and  coordinate 
services  throughout  the  synod. 


Represented  in  the  Associa- 
tion as  institutional  members  are 
the  present  institutions  of  the 
synod  under  which  residential 
and  health  care  are  provided  to 
older  persons:  Sunnyside  Presb- 
yterian Retirement  Community 
and  Westminster  Presbyterian 
Homes,  Inc.,  of  the  former 
Synod  of  the  Virginias;  and  the 
Presbyterian  Homes,  Inc.,  of  the 
former  Synod  of  North  Carol- 
ina. Their  representatives  are 
Richard  E.  Lyons  of  Harrison- 
burg, Va.  (Sunnyside),  John  H. 
Cecil  Jr.  of  Richmond,  Va. 
(Westminster),  and  G.  William 
Pleasants  of  Jamestown,  N.C. 
(the  Presbyterian  Homes). 

Also,  six  persons  from 
throughout  the  new  synod  have 
been  elected  to  join  the  Associ- 
ation's development  of  minis- 
tries with  older  persons.  They 
are  Douglas  Barrick  of  Garner, 
N.C,  Albert  E.  Dimmock  of 
Montreat,  N.C,  St.  Paul  Epps 
of  Windsor,  N.C,  Melba  Moore 


of  Cumberland,  Md.,  Jane  M. 
Saunier  of  Charlottesville,  Va., 
and  Mary  Payne  of  Richmond, 
Va. 

"The  present  synod  institu- 
tions and  a  spectrum  of  presb- 
ytery and  congregational  minis- 
tries are  already  bound  together 
theologically  through  Christian 
faith  that  affirms  the  life  of  each 
individual  as  a  gift  of  God  to 
be  respected,  accepted,  and  used 
to  the  fullest,"  said  a  represen- 
tative of  the  Association.  "It  is 
intended  that  this  affirmation 
now  be  reinforced  through  syn- 
od-wide organization  and  com- 
munication." 

The  new  Association  will 
welcome  as  affiliate  members 
those  presbytery  and  congrega- 
tional-based institutions  which 
serve  older  persons.  It  hopes 
they  will  join  present  members 
to  develop  leadership  plans. 

The  group  elected  ' 
chair,  Dimmock  vie 
McGilliard  recorder. 
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Chesapeake  camp  offers  programs  for  youths,  adults 


Perched  upon  Chesapeake 
Bay  in  the  northeast  corner  of 
Maryland  are  113  acres  of  land 
the  Synod  of  the  Mid-Atlantic 
owns.  They  form  Chesapeake 
Center,  a  synod  facility  that 
holds  summer  camps  for  young- 
sters and  hosts  retreats  for 
church  members.  The  Center  is 
available  to  everyone  in  the 
synod. 

Summer  resident  camps  for 
youths  offer  children  aged  seven 
through  15  week-long  camps 
with  such  activities  as  Christian 
education,  swimming,  horse- 
back riding,  pottery,  woodwork- 
ing, music  and  drama,  outdoor 
cooking,  campfires,  and  more. 
The  camps  also  offer  employ- 
ment as  staff  to  people  aged  18 
and  over  who  would  like  to  work 
with  children  for  the  summer; 
staff  members  receive  salary  plus 
room  and  board  (anyone  inter- 
ested in  working  at  Chesapeake 
Center  should  contact  the  camp 
office  at  the  address  listed  at  the 
end  of  this  article). 

During  the  rest  of  the  year, 
Chesapeake  Center  opens  its 
facility  to  groups  for  their  own 
retreats.  The  grounds  include 
three  adult  retreat  buildings,  the 
most  recent  completed  last  Au- 
gust and  sleeping  two  per  room, 
as  well  as  youth  cabins  and 
facilities  for  tent  and  trailer 
camping.  All  food  service  is 
provided  by  the  camp. 


A  place  with  a  past 

Chesapeake  Center  has  been 
offering  such  services  to  youths 
and  adults  for  34  years.  But 
those  years  haven't  all  been  as 
successful  as  they  are  now. 

In  1955,  the  old  Synod  of 


Peace  College  gets 
its  largest  single  gift 


Peace  College  received  the 
largest  single  gift  in  its  history 
in  January.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Perry 
A.  Sloan  Jr.  of  Durham,  N.C., 
have  established  a  unitrust  that 
will  provide  in  excess  of  $2.5 
million  to  the  college  for  aca- 
demic development. 

Chris  Broughton,  director  of 
development,  said  the  donation 
is  the  college's  first  million- 
dollar  gift  made  at  one  time  by 
a  single  donor.  "We  have  had 
several  donors  give  in  excess  of 
a  million  dollars  before," 
Broughton  said,  "but  those  were 
cumulative  gifts  over  a  number 
of  years.  The  Sloan  gift  repres- 
ents our  largest  single  contribu- 
tion." 

With  this  gift  Peace  has  estab- 
lished the  Perry  A.  and  Gertrude 
Harris  Sloan  Memorial  Fund 
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in  honor  of  Sloan's  parents. 
"This  fund  will  be  used  to 
provide  professorships  and  scho- 
larships for  Peace,"  Broughton 
said.  "It  signifies  the  commit- 
ment the  Sloans  have  to  the 
purposes  and  traditions  of  Peace 
College,  which  have  been  reaf- 
firmed by  our  new  president." 

Dr.  Garrett  Briggs  assumed 
the  presidency  of  Peace  College 
last  July.  Briggs's  goal  for  the 
college  is  to  continue  improving 
its  academic  quality.  "I  think 
Peace  College  has  been  brought 
to  the  very  threshold  of  excel- 
lence," Briggs  said.  "I'm  building 
on  strengths,  and  this  gift  will 
help  thrust  us  into  the  ranks  of 
academic  distinction." 

Peace  plans  to  attract  addi- 
tional faculty  "of  high  quality," 
he  said.  "This  gift  represents  the 
financial  support  necessary  to 
attract  senior  faculty  with  estab- 
lished achievements  and  na- 
tional recognition  in  their 
fields." 

Richmond  church 
to  get  G.A.  honor 

Second  Church  in  Richmond, 
Va.,  has  been  nominated  to 
receive  an  honor  at  the  meeting 
of  the  General  Assembly  in  June 
because  of  its  ecumenical  pro- 
jects. Each  year,  the  Assembly 
honors  a  session,  presbytery, 
and  synod  from  throughout  the 
church  for  their  ecumenical 
work.  Those  honored  receive 
Ecumenical  Service  Recogni- 
tioin  Awards. 

The  Advisory  Committee  on 
Ecumenical  Relations  will  refer 
the  church  along  with  two  presb- 
yteries, Cascades  and  Utah,  to 
the  Global  Mission  Unit  and  the 
General  Assembly  Council  for 
approval.  The  committee  de- 
cided to  name  two  presbyteries 
rather  than  a  synod  this  year 
since  it  felt  there  were  no  out- 
standing synod  nominees. 

All  three  nominees  have  a 
wide  variety  of  ecumenical  pro- 
jects. 


the  Chesapeake  bought  Happy 
Valley  Camp,  a  girls'  riding 
academy  in  Port  Deposit,  Md. 
Throughout  the  late  '50s  and 
'60s,  many  young  people  took 
part  in  the  camp's  activities; 
many  of  those  people  are  now 
leaders  in  the  synod's  churches. 
By  the  70s,  however,  the  camp 


suffered  hard  times.  After  some 
organizational  changes  on  the 
synod  level,  Chesapeake  Center 
had  a  new  name  but  an  uncertain 
future.  The  camp  faced  financial 
trouble.  Some  people  argued  the 
synod  (by  then  the  Piedmont) 
should  sell  the  property  and 
concentrate  on  its  other  pro- 


grams. 

Others,  however,  believed  the 
camp  had  potential.  In  1975,  the 
synod  hired  Lloyd  Elling  to  turn 
the  ailing  facility  and  programs 
around.  That  year,  200  campers 
enrolled  in  the  summer  program; 
the  number  of  retreat  groups 
declined. 

The  camp  underwent  inten- 
sive renovation  to  bring  it  up  to 
par.  It  added  programs. 

A  success  story 

Within  five  years,  1,000 
campers  were  taking  part  in  the 
summer  programs.  During  the 
past  few  years,  registration  has 
been  almost  all  the  camp  can 
hold. 

Today,  campers  come  from 
Delaware,  Maryland,  Virginia, 
Washington,  D.C.,  Pennsylva- 
nia, and  even  from  as  far  away 
as  Mexico  and  Venezuela.  Staff 
members  as  well  come  from 
throughout  the  world. 

The  camp  aims  to  serve  the 
entire  new  synod.  "The  staff  is 
eager  to  provide  whatever  ser- 
vice a  group  of  campers  would 
need,"  said  Program  Director 
Alan  Loman.  For  more  informa- 
tion on  the  facility,  contact 
Chesapeake  Center,  50  Happy 
Valley  Rd.,  Port  Deposit,  Md. 
21904  (telephone  301-378- 
CAMP). 


Consultation  to  explore 
synod  role  in  evangelism 


A  consultation  on  evange- 
lism between  the  synod  and  its 
presbyteries  will  take  place 
May  11-12  at  Union  Seminary 
in  Richmond,  following  the 
Massanetta  Springs  Evange- 
lism Conference  at  the  same 
place  May  8-11.  People  should 
understand  that  the  Massanet- 
ta Springs  Evangelism  Confer- 
ence will  be  held  this  year,  said 
the  Rev.  James  Carr  of  Wil- 
liamston,  N.C,  who  is  involved 
in  the  synod's  evangelism  pro- 
grams. Apparently,  many  peo- 
ple believe  it  will  not  take  place 
because  of  the  turmoil  the 
conference  center  is  undergo- 
ing since  its  trustees  decided  to 
close  it  and  the  Synod  Council 
subsequently  began  to  investi- 
gate that  decision. 


The  conference  will  be  held, 
but  at  Union  Seminary.  Organ- 
izers of  the  consultation  de- 
cided to  hold  it  at  the  seminary 
immediately  following  the  con- 
ference in  order  to  save  time 
and  money,  since  many  of  the 
same  people  are  likely  to  par- 
ticipate in  both  meetings. 

Under  the  design  of  the  new 
synod,  for  kinds  of  ministry  for 
which  the  synod  does  not 
operate  programs,  it  will  hold 
consultations  with  the  presby- 
teries when  interested  groups 
request  such  meetings.  At  the 
consultations,  representatives 
of  the  synod  and  presbyteries 
work  out  who  should  operate 
any  programs  and  what  kind, 
if  any. 


Such  meetings  have  oc- 
curred for  ministry  addressing 
hunger  and  for  peacemaking. 

Topics  the  consultation  on 
evangelism  will  probably  ad- 
dress include  the  synod's  role 
in  supporting  presbyteries' 
evangelism  programs,  con- 
ducting regional  activities,  and 
linking  presbyteries'  programs 
with  those  of  the  General 
Assembly. 

The  Massanetta  conference 
will  examine  the  relationship  of 
spirituality  to  evangelism.  Dr. 
Ben  Johnson  and  Dr.  Gary 
Demarest  will  give  keynote 
speeches.  For  more  informa- 
tion, contact  Massanetta 
Springs  Conference  Center, 
Harrisonburg,  Va. 


G.A.  judicial  group  blasts  synod 


By  Robert  Milks 
Editor 

The  General  Assembly's  Per- 
manent Judicial  Commission 
has  strongly  criticized  what  it 
said  was  the  failure  of  a  similar 
commission  of  an  antecedent 
synod  of  the  Synod  of  the  Mid- 
Atlantic  to  carry  out  the  Assem- 
bly body's  directives.  An  official 
of  the  synod  group  involved, 
however,  had  a  different  view  of 
the  matter,  and  it  appears  there 
may  have  been  some  miscom- 
munication  between  the  two 
groups. 

The  commission's  strongly 
worded  concerns  came  in  a 
report  to  the  General  Assembly. 
It  said  the  commission  of  the 
Synod  of  the  Piedmont  did  not 
meet  to  carry  out  directed  ac- 
tions and  did  not  appear  before 
the  Assembly  group  to  explain 
why,  Presbyterian  News  Service 
reported.  The  Assembly  com- 
mission charged  that  these  acts 
affect  "the  fabric  of  the  Presby- 
terian system  of  government  and 
its  basic  principle  of  mutual 


accountability." 

The  commission's  concern 
arises  from  the  review  of  judicial 
cases  involving  the  Rev.  Thomas 
B.  Hoover  of  Charlotte,  N.C, 
and  the  Presbytery  of  Catawba 
and  the  Synod  of  the  Piedmont, 
which  were  dealt  with  on  appeal 
over  the  past  three  years.  The 
cases  involved  Hoover's  right  to 
participate  in  the  Kate  B.  Rey- 
nolds Fund,  which  provides 
income  from  its  interest  to 
retired  ministers  in  North  Carol- 
ina. Similar  cases  involved  the 
old  Synod  of  North  Carolina  in 
the  issue. 

In  an  order  issued  September 
6,  1987,  the  Assembly's  commis- 
sion noted  its  concern  about  two 
errors  Hoover  charged  the  Syn- 
od of  the  Piedmont's  commis- 
sion had  committed:  failure  to 
cite  requested  witnesses  and  to 
obtain  relevant  documentary 
evidence. 

Based  on  these  concerns,  the 
Assembly  commission  re- 
manded the  case  to  the  Synod 
of  the  Piedmont's  commission 
with  instructions  to  address  the 


concerns,  it  said  in  its  report  to 
the  General  Assembly.  Later,  it 
said,  it  got  an  appeal  of  one  of 
the  cases  arising  from  the  failure 
of  the  synod  commission  to  meet 
by  Dec.  31,  an  action  the  As- 
sembly commission  said  it  or- 
dered in  September.  The  com- 
mission requested  representa- 
tives of  the  synod  group  to 
appear  before  it  and  explain  the 
failure  to  comply,  it  reported. 
The  synod  commission  did  not 
appear  as  requested,  it  said. 

Synod  view 

The  Rev.  John  Dean,  howev- 
er, who  was  stated  clerk  of  the 
Piedmont,  said,  "When  they 
remanded  [the  case],  they  said 
re-evaluate  and  examine  again 
what  we  had  done.  That's  exact- 
ly what  we  did."  The  Piedmont 
group  did  so  through  correspon- 
dence, he  said. 

See  G.A.  Group,  page  7 


Deadline 

The  deadline  for  receiving  both  ads 
and  material  contributed  for  articles 
is  the  first  Wednesday  of  each  month. 


START  PLANNING  THE  BEST 
VCS  YOU'VE  EVER  HAD 


Vacation  Church  School  planners  in  all 
kinds  of  churches  got  the  biggest  and 
most  pleasant  surprises  in  their  lives  — 
when  they  were  introduced  to  and  used 
the  exceptional  material  which  we  helped 
provide  them  from  Augsburg.  They  were 
thrilled  by  it.  Here  they  found  large 
stocks  and  fast,  dependable  service. 

Now  . . .  with  the  all- new  material  in 
hand  for  1989,  we  are  prepared  for  an 
even  greater  response.  Orders  come  in 
from  all  over  the  East  Coast,  West  Coast, 
all  over. 

JUST  LOOK 
AT  THESE  RESPONSES 
FROM  PAST  SEASONS 

"Your  material  was  the  best  we  have 
ever  used.  The  children  went  home 
talking  about  what  they  were  learning 
and  arose  the  next  morning  eager  to 
come  —  even  the  boys!!  The  music  was 
just  super.  We  are  so  grateful  for  such 
wonderful  and  creative  writers." 

—VCS  Chairman 

"...  I  was  skeptical  at  first  and  thought 
the  material  might  be  extremist  or  un- 
suitable, but  it  is  great." 

— Presbyterian  minister 

"This  material  is  excellent." 

—Presbyterian  minister, 
Spokane,  Wash. 

"Hurray  for  this  theologically  sound,  re- 
sponsible, enjoyable  curriculum!  Hur- 
ray for  your  promptness  in  sending  out 
materials." 

—Congregational  Church 
New  York  State 

Thanks  again  for  providing  this  great 
material  for  us  and  for  your  usual 
GREAT  service." 

—Missouri 


HUGE  INVENTORY 

Outlook  Book  Service  is  the 
largest  dealer  of  Augsburg  Vaca- 
tion Bible  School  material  in  the 
U.S.A.  You  can  be  sure  of  getting 
your  material  in  time  for  early 
planning  sessions. 

SHIPPING  POINTS 

Five  possible  shipping  points, 
which  we  select:  Virginia,  Califor- 
nia, Minnesota,  Ohio,  Texas  (just 
tell  us  your  planning  and  school 
dates  —  we'll  have  it  there! ). 

SAME  DAY 
SHIPPING  SERVICE 

When  you  need  extra  speed,  call 
us  before  12  o'clock  noon  and  we'll 
get  your  delivery  on  the  UPS  truck 
that  very  same  day. 


"We  very  much  appreciate  your  prompt 
service  ...  all  of  our  leaders  are  en- 
thusiastic, and  I  have  found  your  di- 
rector's book  to  be  especially  helpful, 
as  this  is  my  first  year  in  this  position." 

—Director 

"Fantastic  material  —  but  appreciate 
YOUR  fast  service  most." 

—Director 


More  than  4,257  churches  —  from 
Maine  to  Oregon,  from  California  to 
Florida  —  have  used  our  Augsburg  VCS 
materials  and  fast  service. 

Here  are  our  customers,  by  denomina- 
tion, listed  according  to  number  ordering: 
Presbyterian,  United  Methodist,  Episco- 
pal, UCC,  Disciples,  Lutheran,  Baptist, 
Reformed,  Catholic,  Misc. 

Suggestions  for  promotion  with  bulletin 
inserts,  mailers,  posters  and  the  personal 
touch  are  in  the  kit. 

WE  LEARNED  about  this  fine  materi- 
al from  an  experienced  DCE  who  was 
serving  a  presbytery  in  leadership  train- 
ing events  for  several  churches.  She 
wanted  something  that  would  avoid  the 
usual  repetitions  and  duplications  (chil- 
dren facing  the  same  monotony  year  after 


year).  When  we  got  available  samples, 
she  liked  this,  we  liked  it,  and  the  thing 
began  to  spread.  So  here  we  go  again. 
Early! 

Every  church  will  want  an  examination 
kit,  but  time  is  of  the  essence  because 
plans  must  be  made  and  enough  material 
must  be  on  hand  before  the  starting  date 
(otherwise,  there  are  big  problems). 

This  great  material  can  make  the  dif- 
ference between  a  monotonous,  slipshod 
school  where  nobody  is  very  happy  and 
one  where  there  is  excitement  and  en- 
thusiasm. We  don't  want  your  church  to 
miss  it  THIS  YEAR  —  or  any  year.  But 
let  us  hear  now. 

Your  1989  examination  kit  is  ready  and 
waiting.  Just  say  the  word. 


Celebrate  God's  Love: 


The  Right  VBS 


Right1 


FbrAlline 
Right  Reasons! 


The  right  VBS  because  it  helps 
students  experience  Gods  love  and 
challenges  them  to  reflect  that  love 
in  daily  life. 

The  right  VBS  because  it's  easy 
to  teach  and  a  joy  to  learn. 

The  right  VBS  because  it's 
biblical,  life-related,  engaging  and  fun. 

Great  music,  solid  courses, 
creative  activities,  and  featuring  the 
All-School  Celebration  Station. 

All  the  right  reasons  to  order 
your  Exam  Kit  today. 


"When  surveying  materials  to  use...  Augsburg 
outshined  the  others  by  far  in  interest. ..and  content." 

—VBS  Director,  Tipp,  OH 

"This  material  is  without  any  doubt,  the  best  we  have 

seen  and  used."      -Minister  of  Education,  Goldsboro,  NC 

AUGSBURG  1989  VBS  EXAM  KIT— 
Contains:  Series  Planning  Guide.Teacher  Guide  and  10-session 
Student  Pak  for  each  age  level,  Adult  Study  Book,  Song  Book, 
Family  Devotion  Folder,  Supplemental  Items  and  Orientation 

Only  $27.95  ($69.00  retail  value) 


Outlook  Book  Service 

PO.  Box  C-32071 

Richmond,  Virginia  23261-2071 

Widely  used  by  Presbyterian  churches  from 
coast  to  coast  through  Outlook  Book  Service. 
Five  possible  shipping  points  which  we 
select.  Fast  and  dependable  service. 
Call  toU-iree  1-800-446-6008.  In 
VA  call  804-359-8442  collect. 


1  Please  send  me  one  Examination  Kit  (code  16-8901)  @  $27.95. 
I  (Limit:  one  kit  per  congregation).  Please  add  S2.50  for  postage 
■  on  cash  orders. 

I  Ship  In  .  


.Zip- 


Zip  

Oitlovd  by. 
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In  Bible,  evangelism  is  journalism,  not  selling  a  product 


By  George  R.  Hunsberger 

It  has  become  easy  for  us  to  repudiate 
a  "salesmanship"  model  of  evangelism. 
Rightfully  so.  The  Bible  never  portrays 
evangelism  in  those  terms.  Images  from 
the  industries  of  agriculture,  architec- 
ture, and  fleet  fishing  abound.  A 
profoundly  organic  "birthing"  image  is 
used.  But  the  Gospel  is  never  cast  as 
a  marketable  commodity,  the  evangelist 
is  never  couched  as  a  salesperson,  and 
the  audience  is  never  treated  as  a 
potential  customer.  As  "effective"  as  we 
may  be  at  applying  marketing  skill  to 
evangelistic  strategy,  we  are  not  follow- 
ing the  Biblical  lead  when  we  do  it. 

But  is  it  so  easy  to  re-image  what 
we're  doing  when  we  evangelize?  And 
what  image  has  the  power  to  renew 
what  has  become  so  lost  to  our 
churches?  One  Biblical  image  com- 
mends itself,  in  part  because  it  is  not 
so  much  a  comparable  "image"  as  it 
is  the  New  Testament's  direct  descrip- 
tion of  what  is  going  on  in  evangelism 
-  it  is  essentially  "journalism." 

Jesus  entered  the  public  arena  report- 
ing that  "the  Kingdom  of  God  is  at 
hand"  and  adding  his  own  editorial 
commentary,  "turn  around  and  believe 
this  good  news."  The  New  Testament's 
habitual  language  —  announcing, 


"As  'effective'  as  we  may 
be  at  applying  marketing 
skill  to  evangelistic  stra- 
tegy, we  are  not  following 
the  Biblical  lead  when  we 
do  it." 

declaring,  solemnly  testifying,  giving 
eye-witness  reports  —  fixes  the  atten- 
tion on  delivering  a  news  report  about 
the  events  of  Jesus's  personal  history 
and  the  unleashed  presence  of  God's 
reign  his  history  established. 

How  well  do  we  know  how  to 
"journalize"  this  Gospel?  In  a  probing 
article  in  the  International  Review  of 
Mission  (January  1983),  David  Lowes 
Watson  explored  how  we  might  learn 
a  journalist's  approach  to  evangelism. 
He  identified  two  necessary  prerequi- 
sites: "that  certain  items  are  news- 
worthy, and  the  conviction  that  people 
will  benefit  from  being  informed  about 
them."  Affirming  the  metaphor  com- 
bines a  "responsibility  for  truthful 
reporting  and  a  respect  for  the  integrity 
of  those  to  whom  the  report  is  to  be 
made." 

I  was  impressed  with  Watson's 
argument  for  a  journalist  model.  His 
call  for  the  church  to  "discern,  define, 
interpret  and  circulate,"  journalistical- 


ly, the  gospel  message  gave  fresh 
perspective.  But  the  practical  question 
nagged  at  me.  "Exactly  how  can  this 
new  theory  be  put  into  practice  in  a 
local  congregation  by  the  real  people 
who  live  there?" 

A  year  after  reading  the  article  I  had 
occasion  to  talk  with  Watson.  I  asked 
him  my  question.  How  had  he  seen  this 
model  implemented?  His  answer  was 
immediate  and  vivid.  In  one  church,  a 
small  group  covenanted  together  to 
discern  how  and  where  the  presence  of 
the  Kingdom  of  God  was  showing  itself. 
They  met  regularly.  Each  member  of 
the  group  was  responsible  to  come  with 
one  "newsworthy"  item.  The  group 
selected  from  the  items  identified  the 
one  which  they  all  believed  was  the  news 
most  needing  to  be  "published."  They 
then  determined  to  whom  it  should  be 
announced  and  in  what  appropriate 
manner  —  and  proceeded  to  do  it. 

In  another  church,  a  small  group 
began  to  periodically  publish  a  news- 
paper whose  purpose  it  was  to  an- 
nounce in  the  freshness  of  the  contem- 
porary facts  of  the  matter  that  "the 
Kingdom  of  God  is  at  hand."  This  idea 
has  become  useful  as  a  class  assignment 
for  the  course  in  evangelism  I  teach  for 
undergraduates.  A  trio  of  students  is 
assigned  to  develop  an  editorial  policy 
describing  the  criteria  to  be  used  for 


discerning  the  presence  of  the  Kingdom 
of  God,  the  principles  to  be  used  for 
selecting  and  writing  stories,  and  the 
identification  of  the  specific  audience 
to  be  addressed.  They  are  then  required 
to  produce  the  first  issue  of  such  a 
newspaper.  Students  have  found  the 
assignment  hard,  but  fun  and  illumi- 
nating. In  some  cases,  it  has  not  only 
been  submitted  for  a  grade  but  has  been 
mass-produced  and  actually  distributed 
to  the  intended  audience. 

The  primary  value  of  such  an  assign- 
ment has  been  that  my  students  have 
been  forced  to  define  and  observe  what 
they  profess  to  believe,  the  good  news 
that  in  Jesus  the  Kingdom  of  God  has 
come  and  is  among  us.  It  has  forced 
greater  relevance  not  only  to  their 
communication  of  that  news  but  to  their 
own  life  of  faith  in  it.  And  they  struggle 
together  in  the  process. 

None  of  these  things,  it  seems  to  me, 
would  hurt  today's  church.  Nor  would 
it  hurt  the  world  to  hear  good  and 
relevant  news  from  such  a  church. 

This  commentary  appeared  in  Presb- 
yterian Voice,  the  newspaper  of  the 
Synod  of  Living  Waters,  and  is  reprint- 
ed with  permission. 

George  R.  Hunsberger  is  associate 
professor  of  Christian  ministries  at 
Belhaven  College  in  Jackson,  Miss. 


Commentary 


Jenkins  column  to  resume  soon 


The  column  on  this  page  by 
Carroll  Jenkins  will  resume 
after  he  returns  to  work.  He 
has  been  recuperating  from 
emergency  heart-bypass  sur- 
gery at  Christmas. 

Jenkins  is  synod  executive 
and,  as  such,  publisher  of  The 
Presbyterian  News.  The  pub- 
lisher has  traditionally  had  a 
column  on  the  commentary 
page,  and  Jenkins's  column 
began  running  on  this  page 
following  his  election  as  synod 
executive  in  October. 


Carroll  Jenkins 

His  recuperation  from 
surgery  has  been  going  well. 
We  expect  to  be  able  to  resume 
running  his  column  soon. 


"Better  give  your  sermon  on  gambling 

a«.'j>am... we're  getting  a  lot  of  lottery  tickes 
in  the  collection  plate..!" 


Will  we  make  decisions  in 

the  front  parlor  —  or  the  back? 


In  Williamsburg,  adjacent  to  the  restored 
capitol  and  across  from  the  18th-century  Palmer 
house,  stands  a  house  which  is  always  a  surprise 
to  visitors.  It  is  late  Victorian  in  style,  painted 
yellow  with  white  shutters,  brown  trim.  A  sign 
identifies  it  as  "The  Dora  Armistead  House," 
circa  1 890,  and  notes  a  connection  to  the  AP V A, 
the  Association  for  the  Preservation  of  Virginia 
Antiquities. 

Before  1890  an  18th-century  coffee  house  had 
stood  on  the  site,  a  building  purchased  by  Cary 
Peyton  Armistead  to  be  refurbished  for  his 
growing  family.  He  had  married  the  "girl  next 
door,"  Eudora  Jones,  a  descendant  of  Rowland 
Jones,  first  rector  at  Bruton  Parish  Church.  The 
coffee  house  turned  out  to  be  filled  with  termites, 
so  it  was  razed  and  the  present  house  built  on 
its  foundations,  making  use  of  the  chimneys  in 
place. 

Eventually  there  were  five  children,  three  boys 
and  two  girls,  and  the  youngest  was  just  five 
years  old  when  Mr.  Armistead  died,  leaving 
Eudora  Armistead  sole  support  of  the  family. 
When  our  family  moved  to  Williamsburg  20 
years  ago  the  two  surviving  children,  daughters 
Cara  and  Dora,  could  often  be  seen  in  rocking 
chairs  on  the  front  porch  watching  townspeople 
and  visitors  go  back  and  forth  on  the  Duke 
of  Gloucester.  Above  their  heads  was  a  sign 
"Rooms"  since  they  began  during  World  War 
II  renting  rooms  to  men  stationed  in  the  area, 
then  their  families,  and  afterwards  to  visitors 
to  Colonial  Willaimsburg. 

Cara  died  in  1979  and  in  1984  Dora  died, 
aged  93.  None  of  the  children  had  ever  married 
so  the  house  contained  furniture,  toys,  letters, 
papers,  records  of  almost  a  hundred  years  of 
one  family  living  quietly  while  great  changes 
took  place  around  it.  The  heirs,  two  cousins, 
arranged  a  lease  with  the  APVA  so  that  the 
house  could  be  shown  to  the  public,  showing 
that  life  did  not  come  to  an  end  when  the  capital 
was  moved  to  Richmond  in  1780.  The  late 
English  decorator  Laura  Ashley  and  her  firm 
offered  to  redecorate  the  house  in  the  style  of 
the  late  Victorian  period,  and  so  those  of  us 
who  serve  as  interpreters  are  able  to  give  visitors 
a  glimpse  of  life  at  that  time  using  the 
possessions  of  the  Armistead  family,  supple- 
mented with  fresh  fabrics,  wallpapers,  and  paint. 

As  did  many  houses  of  that  time,  the  house 
has  both  a  front  and  a  back  parlor  —  the  first 
very  formal,  the  latter  less  so.  The  front  parlor 
contains  the  elegant  furniture  with  polished 
wood  and  red  brocade.  The  tea  table  is  set  with 
fine  china  for  honored  visitors  and  special 
occasions.  The  minister,  the  Ladies  Aid  Society, 
beaux,  first-time  visitors  would  be  ushered  into 
the  room,  curtains  opened,  tea  served.  Best 
clothes  and  best  manners  were  on  display  as 
cups  were  passed  amid  quiet  conversation. 


By 

Anne 
Treichler 


The  back  parlor  was  the  family  room  of  the 
19th  century.  Children  gathered  around  a  table 
in  the  center  of  the  room  to  do  their  lessons, 
read,  play  games.  Family  friends  were  invited 
into  the  back  parlor,  served  coffee  and  leftover 
cake,  and  the  conversation  around  that  table 
could  touch  on  the  neighbors,  friends  moving 
from  the  street  because  they  had  sold  to  the 
Restoration,  activities  at  the  College,  political 
affairs,  and  yes,  gossip. 

This  living  of  two  separate  lives  did  not  end 
with  the  19th  century.  We  persist  in  being  formal 
with  one  group  of  people,  those  we  know  less 
well,  the  strangers.  And  with  those  we  know, 
those  we  consider  our  friends,  we  express 
thoughts  which  would  never  make  it  in  the  front 
parlor.  They  run  together  at  our  meetings. 
Everyone  is  familiar  with  the  experience  of  a 
quiet  meeting  which  has  its  follow-up  on  the 
parking  lot  afterwards  where  the  real  business 
of  the  meeting  is  transacted.  At  this  equivalent 
of  the  second-session-meeting-in-the-parking- 
lot  individuals  are  able  to  forget  company 
manners  and  say  what  really  is  of  concern  to 
them  in  the  life  of  that  particular  congregation. 
But  it  leaves  out  those  in  the  front  parlor. 

Leadership  in  this  new  synod,  new  presby- 
teries, new  organizations  needs  to  be  trained 
to  have  only  one  meeting  —  neither  front  parlor, 
nor  back  parlor  —  perhaps  in  the  hall?  Everyone 
needs  to  take  part  in  the  decision-making.  That 
often  takes  more  time  than  the  individuals  want. 
A  short  formal  visit  in  the  front  parlor  is 
preferable  to  an  elbows  on  the  table  meeting 
in  the  back  parlor.  Around  the  tea  table  no 
commitment  must  be  made,  politeness  abounds, 
and  everyone  leaves  without  really  knowing 
about  the  others,  still  strangers. 

If  as  Christians  we  believe  in  the  unity  of  the 
Gospel,  we  must  also  believe  that  company 
manners  are  for  everyone,  but  can  also  believe 
that  best  behavior  does  not  limit  openness, 
coutresy,  love  for  the  others  who  sit  at  the  tables 
with  us.  If  the  church  is  represented  in  the  front 
parlor,  and  the  world  in  the  back,  how  do  we 
bring  them  together?  The  hall  may  not  be  such 
a  bad  idea. 

Anne  Treichler  is  moderator  of  Presbyterian 
Women  in  the  Synod  of  the  Mid-Atlantic.  She 
lives  in  Williamsburg,  Va. 
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New  organization  will  seek  renewal  of  the  church 

Group  to  promote  'Biblical,  theological,  spiritual'  renewal 


A  new  group  seeking  to  renew  the 
Presbyterian  Church  (U.S.A.)  spiritually 
will  form  at  a  conference  April  20-22  in 
St.  Louis.  "Presbyterians  for  Renewal" 
will  merge  two  existing  organizations, 
Presbyterians  For  Biblical  Concerns  and 
the  Covenant  Fellowship  of  Presbyter- 
ians; it  will  continue  their  work  but 
organizers  hope  to  appeal  to  a  broader 
constituency  within  the  church. 

The  conference  is  entitled  "A  Call  to 
Renewal";  it  will  include  a  number  of 
speakers,  including  Moderator  Kenneth 
Hall  and  Stated  Clerk  James  Andrews. 

Purpose  of  the  new  group,  a  brochure 
on  the  conference  indicates,  is  to  seek 
renewal  in  the  church  by  "focusing  on 
the  centrality  of  Jesus  Christ  by  prom- 
oting Biblical,  theological  and  spiritual 
renewal;  obeying  the  Great  Commission 
in  making  disciples  among  all  peoples; 
working  for  righteousness  and  social 
justice  and  combatting  racism  and 
sexism;  seeking  ways  to  encourage  the 
Church  to  increased  faithfulness  to  its 
great  constitutional  aims;  recalling  all 


Presbyterians  to  greater  spiritual  holiness 
and  personal  piety." 

The  organization's  ministries  will 
include  prayer;  publications  on  renewal 
in  individuals  and  congregations,  theo- 
logical reflection,  and  church  issues; 
proclamation;  involvement  in  church 
structures  and  issues;  and  programs 
supplementing  the  church's  work  with 
youths,  adults,  and  families,  renewal  and 


support  of  ministers;  theological,  moral, 

Council  seeks  to  save  Massanetta 


and  social  issues  and  justice;  and  cross- 
cultural  missions. 

Presbyterians  for  Renewal  will  try  to 
build  regional  networks. 

People  who  attend  the  St.  Louis 
conference  will  vote  on  the  proposed 
organization  of  Presbyterians  for  Rene- 
wal and  elect  the  board  of  directors. 

Among  speakers  at  the  conference  will 
be  author  and  professor  Diogenes  Allen, 
pastor  Howard  Edington,  former  profes- 
sor and  missionary  Samuel  H.  Moffett, 
theologian  Jack  Rogers,  counselor  Maria 
Santa-Maria,  Executive  Director  Ilona 
Buzick  of  Presbyterian  Elders  in  Prayer, 
professor  Virgil  Cruz,  Assembly  evange- 
lism official  Gary  Demarest,  author 
Colleen  Townsend  Evans,  President 
Thomas  Gillespie  of  Princeton  Seminary, 
and  pastor  Jerry  Kirk. 

Conference  leaders  have  written, 
"Emphasis  will  be  placed  upon  the  person 
of  Jesus  Christ  and  His  unique  saving 
power,  the  authority  of  Holy  Scripture, 
the  strength  which  comes  through  prayer 
and  devotion,  the  need  for  holiness  in 


personal  life  and  in  societal  structures 
and  the  urgency  of  the  joyous  task  of 
proclaiming  the  good  news  of  life  in 
Christ." 

Further  information  can  be  obtained 
from  conference  director  Kathleen 
Goodrich  at  First  Presbyterian  Church, 
37  South  5th  Street,  Reading,  Penn. 
19602  (telephone  215-375-4499). 

Presbyterians  for  Renewal  will  em- 
phasize active  participation  within  the 
existing  structures  of  the  church  but  with 
careful  attention  to  promoting  spiritual 
renewal,  Presbyterian  News  Service 
reported. 

Organizers  believe  a  majority  of 
Presbyterians  are  sympathetic  to  their 
concerns  and  at  the  same  time  are  loyally 
committed  to  the  denomination,  the 
News  Service  said.  They  expressed  "the 
need  for  the  power  of  God  to  bring 
renewed  vitality  to  the  Presbyterian 
Church  (U.S.A.)  to  reverse  the  downw- 
ard trend  in  membership  statistics  and 
mission  giving." 


Continued  from  page  1 

Massanetta  Springs  Evangelism 
Conference,  which  will  take 
place  this  year  at  Union  Semi- 
nary in  Richmond  (see  story  on 
page  2); 

•  set  the  dates  for  the  Synod 
Assembly  for  May  21-22,  a 
Sunday  and  Monday,  at  Old 
Dominion  University  in  Nor- 
folk, Va.; 

•  cut  most  programs  in  the 


synod's  budget  slightly  (the 
amounts  presbyteries  have  indi- 
cated they  can  send  to  synod 
total  less  than  the  synod  had 
hoped  in  originally  forming  its 
budget  for  1989);  these  cuts  are 
in  addition  to  ones  already  made 
earlier  from  the  originally  pro- 
posed budget,  and  program 
expenses  will  now  total  just  over 
$4  million; 

•  voted  to  study  the  feasibil- 
ity of  selling  the  synod's  Raleigh 


office,  which  the  Council  had 
earlier  decided  to  lease;  there  has 
been  an  offer  to  purchase  it.  The 
Council  voted  in  December  to 
lease  the  Raleigh  building  and 
use  rental  income  to  pay  for  ren- 
ovating the  new  office  in  Rich- 
mond. The  synod  would  then 
own  two  buildings.  The  latest 
action  only  studies  the  possibil- 
ity of  selling  rather  than  leasing; 
it  does  not  mean  the  synod  will 
necessarily  choose  to  sell. 


Presbytery  I  picks  name,  office 


Continued  from  page  1 

nia  will  help  form  that  presby- 
tery and  Presbytery  III.  She- 
nandoah, Abingdon,  and  Na- 
tional Capital  Presbyteries  will 
remain  as  they  are  now. 

The  Transitional  Steering 
Committee  for  the  presbytery 
presented  the  organizational 
design  and  staffing  pattern,  as 
well  as  recommendations  on  the 
name  and  office  location. 
Among  points  related  to  the 
design  were  a  recommendation 
that  the  roles  of  stated  clerk  and 
presbytery  executive  be  held  by 
different  persons,  which  the 


Convention  adopted,  and  provi- 
sion for  the  camping  program. 

Fincastle  and  Blue  Ridge  both 
operate  camps.  The  committee 
came  to  the  Convention  with  a 
change  from  its  original  prop- 
osal; under  the  amended  prop- 
osal, which  the  Convention 
adopted,  both  camps  will  oper- 
ate through  the  1989  season  as 
they  have  in  the  past.  A  tran- 
sitional committee  will  plan  for 
coordinating  programming  at 
the  camps  this  year. 

In  regard  to  the  name,  the 
committee  recommended  Presb- 
ytery of  the  Peaks.  Substitutes 
suggested  from  the  floor  were 


Old  Briery  and  Peaks  of  Otter. 
The  committee's  name  won. 

The  committee,  however,  re- 
commended the  Bedford  City 
area  for  the  presbytery's  office. 
Substitutes  from  the  floor  were 
the  Bonsack  area  and  the  Lynch- 
burg location.  The  vote  for 
Lynchburg  was  104-51. 

Both  name  and  location 
caused  lengthy  and  often  emo- 
tional debate. 

The  Convention  elected  the 
Rev.  Rosalind  Banbury-Hamm 
moderator  and  John  Collins 
vice-moderator  for  the  third 
Convention,  to  be  held  in  Roa- 
noke. 


Group  to  oppose 
death  penalty 

"Presbyterians  to  Abolish  the 
Death  Penalty,"  a  new  Presb- 
yterian organization,  estab- 
lished a  national  and  Pennsyl- 
vania chapter  at  Wilson  Col- 
lege in  Chambersburg,  Penn., 
Feb.  10-11. 

Presbyterians  to  Abolish 
the  Death  Penalty  will  engage 
in  prayer;  action  in  church, 
political  bodies,  and  society; 
education;  and  ministry  to 
families  of  condemned  pri- 
soners and  their  victims  in  an 
attempt  to  abolish  the  death 
penalty  in  America. 

It  will  be  organized  by  state 
chapters  with  additional 
chapters  in  New  Jersey  and 
New  York  scheduled  to  begin 
in  March. 

The  Rev.  Murphy  Davis  of 
Atlanta  and  attorney  Lynn 
Reade  of  Whittier,  Cal.,  were 
elected  honorary  presidents 
of  the  organization,  which 
has  59  charter  members. 


To  be  or  not  to  be  an 
elder:  that  was  question 


Under  the  synod's  structural 
design,  the  moderators  of 
certain  groups  related  to  the 
synod  serve  on  the  Synod 
Council,  with  vote,  and  ther- 
eby hangs  a  potential  problem, 
or  at  the  least  some  confusion. 
The  Council  acted  to  resolve 
the  problem  at  its  meeting 
March  4. 

The  issue  involves  whether 
non-elders  may  serve  on  the 
Council.  The  design  states  that 
the  Council  comprises  elders 
and  ministers  nominated  by 
the  presbyteries,  with  the 
synod's  Nominating  Commit- 
tee to  propose  remaining  at- 
large  members  in  accordance 
with  a  specific  section  of  the 
church's  Book  of  Order  (G- 
12.0204).  That  section  calls  for 
at  least  one  elder  or  minister 
on  the  Council  from  each 
presbytery. 

"Some  have  concluded  that 
all  members  of  Council  must, 
therefore,  be  elders  or  minis- 
ters," wrote  Dr.  John  D. 
MacLeod,  former  executive 
and  stated  clerk  of  the  old 
Synod  of  North  Carolina,  in 
an  opinion  (the  Nominating 
Committee  asked  MacLeod 
for  the  opinion  in  the  absence 
of  Stated  Clerk  Carroll  Jen- 


kins, who  is  recuperating  from 
heart-bypass  surgery). 

The  design,  however,  also 
provides  that  "lay  members  of 
Ministry  Program  Commit- 
tees are  not  required  to  be 
ordained  elders."  From  com- 
mittee membership,  the  synod 
chooses  the  moderator  of  each 
group;  that  person  serves  on 
the  Council. 

"Some  have  concluded  that 
this  indicates  that  Council 
membership  is  not  limited  to 
ordained  ministers  and 
elders,"  MacLeod  wrote. 

After  researching  the  mat- 
ter, MacLeod  gave  as  his 
opinion  that  moderators  of 
committees  who  are  not  elders 
or  ministers  do  have  the  right 
to  a  seat  on  the  Council.  He 
also  advised  the  Council  to  ask 
the  Synod  Assembly  to  amend 
the  design  to  make  this  matter 
explicit.  The  Council  voted  to 
accept  his  opinion  and  recom- 
mendations. 

Another  aspect  to  the  issue 
is  that  such  members  would 
not  be  able  to  vote  on  auth- 
orizing celebrations  of  the 
Lord's  Supper,  since  such  auth- 
orization must  come  from  elders 
and  ministers. 


Maryland  minister  wins  award  for  services 


A  Presbyterian  minister  in  the 
Washington,  D.C.,  area  has  re- 
ceived his  county's  Martin  Luther 
King  Jr.  Humanitarian  Award  for 
his  16  years  of  work  on  behalf  of 
people  in  need.  The  Rev.  Lincoln 
S.  (Lon)  Dring  of  Montgomery 
County  received  the  award  in 
January.  He  is  the  director  of 
Community  Ministry  of  Montgo- 
mery County. 

"The  54-year-old  Presbyterian 
minister,  described  by  Montgo- 
mery County  Council  member 
Bruce  T.  Adams  and  others  as  'the 
conscience'  of  the  county,  has  been 
instrumental  since  the  early  1970s 
in  trying  to  make  sure  that  Mont- 
gomery residents  do  not  go  hung- 
ry," reported  The  Washington 
Post  in  a  story  on  Dring  by 
Claudia  Levy. 

The  Post  story  quoted  the 
county's  director  of  family  services 
as  saying  that  when  his  agency 
needed  volunteer  help  to  respond 
to  needs,  it  turned  to  Dring  and 
his  volunteers.  "Very  few  counties 
have  accomplished  the  coordina- 
tion of  the  religious  community 


that  Lon  Dring  has,"  the  official 
said. 

Dring  grew  up  in  the  affluent 
city  of  Oak  Park,  111.,  and  attended 
Dartmouth  College  and  Union 
Theological  Seminary  in  New 
York.  Then,  he  served  as  a  pastor 
for  five  years  at  a  church  in  New 
York  City's  Spanish  Harlem. 
There,  he  told  the  Post,  "I  started 
seeing  a  whole  different  world." 

He  later  served  as  chaplain  at 
Howard  University,  a  predomi- 
nantly black  institution  in  Wa- 
shington, and  then  helped  found 
the  community  ministry  in  Mont- 
gomery County. 

"Under  Dring's  guidance,  Com- 
munity Ministry's  efforts  against 
hunger  began  with  a  voucher 
program  and  led  to  establishment 
of  the  Manna  food  center,  which 
distributed  53,000  pounds  of 
groceries  in  December  alone,"  the 
Post  reported.  "About  2,000 
households  turn  to  Manna  month- 
ly." 

In  addition,  Dring  has  prodded 
the  county  to  acknowledge  the 
increasing  need  for  low-cost  hous- 


ing; the  Community  Ministry  also 
started  Montgomery  Habitat  for 
Humanity,  which  has  raised  mo- 
ney to  build  homes  for  low-income 
people. 

The  Posr  quoted  Dring  as 
telling  a  county  conference  on 
social  services,  "What's  needed 
isn't  being  provided  by  our  socie- 
ty." Unless  someone  seeking  pub- 
lic assistance  has  an  advocate,  "the 
system  doesn't  work,"  he  said. 
"People  are  being  trashed." 

In  1988,  Community  Ministry 
distributed  $74,500  in  emergency 
aid,  the  Posr  noted;  that  help 
included  such  acts  as  providing 
prescriptions  for  poor  older  peo- 
ple and  help  with  rent  and  groc- 
eries. About  2,000  volunteers 
collected  $100,000  during  the 
ministry's  Thanksgiving  drive  for 
food  to  distribute  locally  and 
abroad.  The  ministry  comprises 
church  members  and  ministers 
from  more  than  50  churches  and 
synagogues  in  the  county. 

"When  people  are  evicted  from 
their  homes,  Community  Ministry 
sends  its  truck  and  crew,  paid  for 


by  a  grant  from  the  county,  to 
collect  belongings  for  temporary 
storage,"  the  Post  said.  "The 
organization  gets  a  third  of  its 
$341,000  budget  from  churches 
and  the  rest  from  government, 
private  and  corporate  sources." 

Dring  is  widely  recognized  as  a 
cheerful  builder  of  bridges  be- 
tween churches  and  organizations, 
the  newspaper  said.  He  was  called 
on  to  try  to  help  mediate  a  conflict 
between  tenants  and  the  county 
last  year  when  the  county  acted 
to  enforce  an  apartments  ordi- 
nance. 

Dring  preaches  about  twice  a 
month  in  the  area  and  leads  a  Bible 
study  group  at  a  nursing  home 
weekly. 

"Dring's  admirers,  including 
fellow  ministers, housing  advo- 
cates and  county  officials,  say  his 
good  will  is  infectious,"  the  news- 
paper said.  "Former  county  exec- 
utive Charles  Gilchrist,  who  left 
government  three  years  ago  t 
study  for  the  Episcopal  pri 
hood,  said  Dring  i  his 

inspirations." 
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y terian  mission  to  come  to  national  television 


LOUISVILLE,  Ky.  —  The 
celebration  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church's  200  years  in  the  United 
States  will  come  to  life  on 
television  screens  across  the 
country  April  5  with  the  pre- 
miere of  Celebrate  the  Journey. 
For  13  weeks,  the  national 
viewing  audience  may  tune  into 
VISN,  an  interfaith  cable  tele- 
vision network,  for  information 
about  the  ministry  of  the  Presb- 
yterian Church  (U.S.A.)  in  the 
United  States  and  abroad. 

The  series  will  provide  a 
chance  to  have  "the  distinct  story 
of  the  church  told  to  a  mass  au- 
dience," said  Ted  Yaple,  coor- 
dinating producer.  The  General 
Assembly's  Stewardship  and  Com- 
munication Development  Unit  is 
sponsoring  the  series  as  part  of 


the  Bicentennial  celebration. 

VISN  is  the  largest  interfaith 
cable  television  network.  It 
began  last  September.  A  consor- 
tium of  18  mainline  religious 
groups  shapes  its  policies  and 
programming;  those  groups  are 
Protestant,  Roman  Catholic, 
Orthodox,  and  Jewish,  and  they 
represent  about  100  million 
people. 

People  who  want  their  cable 
companies  to  carry  VISN  should 
encourage  them  to  do  so.  The 
companies  can  get  information 
on  contracting  with  the  network 
for  programming,  licensing  fees, 
and  other  matters  by  contacting 
Wilford  V.  Bane  Jr.  (telephone 
615-742-5451  or  212-602-0738)  or 
Bill  Airy  (telephone  505-293-9225). 

Hosts  for  the  Presbyterian 


journey  will  be  the  Rev.  Robert 
Bohl,  pastor  of  First  Church  in 
Fort  Worth,  Tex.,  and  the  Rev. 
Mary  Paik,  associate  pastor  of 
the  Korean  Presbyterian  Church 
of  Metro  Detroit  in  Southfield, 
Mich. 

The  series  will  begin  with  an 
historical  perspective  of  the 
Presbyterian  Church  from  the 
16th  century  until  the  October 
1988  dedication  of  the  Presby- 
terian Center  in  Louisville.  Most 
of  the  episodes  will  focus  on 
mission  projects  in  Kenya,  India, 
Pakistan,  Mexico,  and  other 
countries  where  missionaries 
have  been  working  for  many 
years.  The  work  of  the  church 
also  touches  lives  in  the  United 
States,  as  two  families  from  the 
Missouri  farm  belt  will  attest. 


In  other  episodes,  pastors  from 
around  the  country  will  discuss 
their  roles  as  preachers  and 
teachers,  and  students  and  alum- 
ni will  comment  on  the  important 
relationship  between  the  church, 
education,  and  minorities. 

Bohl  and  Paik  will  lead  dis- 
cussions about  the  past,  present, 
and  future  objectives  of  the 
church  with  special  guests  in- 
cluding the  Rev.  John  Mulder, 
president  of  Louisville  Prsbyter- 
ian  Theological  Seminary;  Mel- 
vin  and  Maryanna  Cassady, 
missionaries  who  worked  in 
India  for  40  years;  Mable  P. 
McLean,  the  first  woman  elected 
national  chair  of  the  United 
Negro  College  Fund  and  retired 
president  of  Barber-Scotia  Col- 
lege in  Concord,  N.C.;  the  Rev. 


Douglas  W.  Oldenberg,  presi- 
dent of  Columbia  Theological 
Seminary  and  former  pastor  of 
Covenant  Church  in  Charlotte, 
N.C.;  and  many  members  of  the 
General  Assembly's  staff. 

Each  episode  will  air  twice  a 
week,  on  Wednesday  and  Thurs- 
day. Check  local  listings  for  time 
and  channel. 

An  estimated  20  million 
households  may  tune  into  Ce7e- 
brate  the  Journey,  which  Yaple 
said  is  "an  opportunity  to  take 
people  out  into  the  world  and 
get  a  fresh  understanding  of  the 
Presbyterian  Church's  work." 

Mable  McLean  will  appear  on 
the  fourth  episode,  "A  Sense  of 
Belonging:  The  Presbyterian 
Commitment  to  Minority  Edu- 
cation." 


Women's  Bible  study  for 
1989-90  is  now  available 


The  1989-90  Presbyterian 
women's  bible  study,  "A  Faith 
More  Precious  Than  Gold:  A 
Study  of  1  Peter,"  is  now 
available  for  order.  The  au- 
thors are  Catherine  Gunsalus 
Gonzalez  and  Justo  L.  Gonzal- 
ez of  Columbia  Theological 
Seminary  in  Decatur,  Ga., 
where  she  is  a  church-history 
professor  and  he  is  an  adjunct 
professor  of  theology. 

The  study's  theme  centers 
on  faithfulness,  with  an  em- 
phasis on  living  hope,  being 
holy,  suffering,  persecution, 
and  reaching  out  to  others. 

"We  are  very  excited  about 
the  quality  and  thoroughness 


of  the  upcoming  study,"  said 
Barbara  Roche,  editor  of 
Horizons. 

The  studies  are  $2  each. 
Horizons  magazine  subscrib- 
ers will  receive  the  study  as 
part  of  their  subscription. 

To  order,  contact  Horizons 
Bible  Study  Distribution  Center, 
P.O.  Box  1321,  Harrisburg, 
Penn.  17105  (800-272-5484). 
Shipment  is  set  for  mid-April. 

For  Spanish  and  Korean 
translations  at  $1  each,  or 
audio  cassettes  at  $15  each, 
direct  orders  to  Horizons, 
Presbyterian  Center,  100 
Witherspoon  Street,  Louis- 
ville, Ky.  40202-1396. 


Protestant  Hour  marks  bicentennial 


The  12-week  Presbyterian 
series  on  The  Protestant  Hour 
radio  program  beginning  May 
14  is  entitled  "Celebrate  the 
Journey,"  and  focuses  on  the 
200th  anniversary  of  the  Presb- 
yterian Church  (U.S.A.).  The 


three  speakers  are  the  Rev.  John 
M.  Mulder,  president  of  Louis- 
ville Seminary;  the  Rev.  Joanna 
Adams,  pastor  of  North  Decatur 
Church  in  Georgia;  and  Thelma 
Adair,  elder  and  former  General 
Assembly  moderator  from  New 


York  City. 

The  Protestant  Hour  is  a 
cooperative  effort  of  Presbyter- 
ians, Lutherans,  Episcopalians, 
and  United  Methodists;  it  is  the 
oldest  ecumenical  religious  radio 
program  on  the  air. 


Multicultural  resource  collection  opens  at  PSCE 


One  of  the  largest  collections 
of  multicultural  Christian-edu- 
cation resources  in  the  world  was 
dedicated  January  15  at  the 
Presbyterian  School  of  Chris- 
tian Education. 

The  Joseph  Nash  Multicultu- 
ral Resource  Collection  consists 
of  more  than  3,500  printed  and 


audio-visual  resources.  Joseph 
Nash,  founder  of  the  collection, 
was  present  for  the  dedication 
in  Richmond.  Nash  is  a  noted 
lecturer  and  black  dance  histo- 
rian, chief  consultant  to  the 
American  Jazz  Festival,  and 
consultant  in  black  history  and 
Christian  education. 


The  collection  originated  at 
the  National  Council  of 
Churches  during  the  civil-rights 
movement  of  the  1960s.  Al- 
though it  started  as  a  black 
resource  collection,  it  now  in- 
cludes materials  created  for 
Asian-Americans,  Appalachian, 
Hispanic,and  American  Indian 
ministries. 


THE  PRESBYTERIAN  HOMES,  INC. 


A  Continuing  Care  Retirement  Community 

Laurinburg,  North  Carolina 

A  new  dawn  is  quietly  breaking.   Never  before  has  there  been 
anything  quite  like  Scotia  Village. 

This  new  community  is  located  on  66  beautifully  wooded  acres 
in  Laurinburg,  North  Carolina.  Both  the  concept  and  design  of 
Scotia  Village  address  your  independence  and  security.  By 
offering  a  variety  of  community  facilities  to  its  residents  and 
their  guests,   Scotia  Village  provides  an  abundance  of  personal 
services  that  are  tailored  to  a  quality  lifestyle.   And  best  of 
all,   quality  health-care  is  available  to  Scotia  Village's 
residents  in  its  on-site,    state-of-the-art  Health  Center. 

Scotia  Village  may  very  well  be  the  lifestyle  and  the  community 
that  will  brighten  your  day. 

V 


•A  private,    non-profit  community 
sponsored  by  the  Presbyterian 
Homes,    Inc.   and  a  local  Board  of 
Trustees 

•A  community  with  residen- 
tial  apartments,    cottages,  common 
facilities,    amenities  and  an  on- 
site  Health  Center 

•Adjacent  to  St.   Andrews  Presby- 
terian College  in  Laurinburg 

•A  variety  of  floor  plans  with 
special  design  and  safety  fea- 
tures 

For  Information  Write: 

Scotia  Village-2200  Elm  Avanua-Laurinburg,  North  Carolina  28352 
or  call   (919)  277-2000 


•Comprehensive  common  areas  and 
amenities.   On-site  Health  Cen- 
ter staffed  by  trained  nurses 
with  domiciliary  care  and  skil- 
led nursing  care 

•Services  designed  to  provide 
worry  free  living 

•Financial   security  provided 
through  a  $3  million  fund 
raising  campaign  and  the  con- 
tinuing care  concept 


How  churches  can  use 
computers  to  be  explored 


How  churches  can  use  computers  will 
be  the  topic  of  a  conference  in  Seattle, 
Wash.,  May  18-20.  CAMCON  4  is  the 
fourth  annual  church  computer  conference 
sponsored  by  the  Joint  Strategy  and  Action 
Committee,  an  ecumenical  group  based  in 
New  York. 

The  conference  will  include  workshops, 
product  demonstrations,  and  plenary 
sessions.  Workshops  will  cover  ways 
churches  can  use  computers;  there  will  also 
be  spontaneous  groups  meeting  on  topics 
participants  want  to  address.  The  work- 
shops divide  into  two  groups:  novice,  for 
those  who  know  little  about  computers, 
and  advanced.  The  former  introduce 
personal  computer  programs  and  the  disk 
operating  system  and  address  how  to  select 
a  system.  The  latter  address  desktop 
publishing,  networking,  shared  experien- 
ces, church  database  design,  and  using 
spreadsheets  in  the  church. 

Demonstrations  of  products  include 
database  software  for  churches,  desktop 
publishing,  computer  networks,  Christian 
education  software,  and  electronic  Bible 
concordances  and  research  aids. 

For  more  information,  contact  CAM- 
CON  4/JSAC  at  Suite  450,  475  Riverside 
Drive,  New  York,  N.Y.  10115  (telephone 
212-870-3105). 

Church  musicians'  workshop 

Dr.  Lloyd  Pfautsch  will  be  guest  con- 
ductor at  Campbell  University's  annual 
Choral  Institute  April  14-15.  The  meeting 
will  offer  choral  directors  an  opportunity 
to  sing  music  by  Pfautsch  in  directors' 
chorus  rehearsals,  take  part  in  three  choral 
technique  sessions  (clarity  in  conducting, 
maximizing  rehearsal  time,  and  the  role  of 
diction  in  the  choral  rehearsal),  see  liter- 
ature for  high-school  and  church  choirs, 
and  hear  concerts  by  the  university's  choral 
ensembles  and  a  guest  high-school  choir. 

Pfautsch  is  professor  of  sacred  music  and 
director  of  choral  activities  at  the  Meadows 


School  of  the  Arts  of  Southern  Methodist 
University.  He  has  published  more  than  250 
musical  compositions  and  arrangements, 
conducted  frequent  clinics,  and  received  an 
ASCAP  award  every  year  since  1961. 

Registration  costs  $30  ($25  for  prereg- 
istration).  For  more  information,  contact 
Dr.  Robert  Piper,  Division  of  Fine  Arts, 
Campbell  University,  Buies  Creek,  N.C. 
27506  (telephone  919-893-4111). 

CONFERENCES 

Dealing  compassionately  with  mental  illness 

"The  Mental  Illness  Awakening:  A  Call  to 
Compassion"  is  the  theme  of  the  1989  spring 
conference  of  the  N.C.  Alliance  for  the  Mentally 
111,  April  28-29  at  First  Lutheran  Church  in 
Greensboro,  N.C.  Organizers  invite  ministers, 
layfolk,  and  families  and  friends  of  mentally 
ill  people  to  take  part. 

Speakers  include  ministers,  a  govern- 
ment consultant,  and  a  hospital  official. 
They  will  deal  with  various  aspects  of 
ministry  to  the  mentally  ill. 

Cost,  excluding  lodging,  is  $35.  For  more 
inforamtion,  contact  the  N.C.  Alliance  for 
the  Mentally  111,  4900  Waters  Edge  Drive, 
Suite  170,  Raleigh,  N.C.  27606  (telephone 
919-859-2201  or  800-451-9682). 

What  to  do  about  decent  housing 

Involving  religious  people  in  efforts  to 
increase  affordability  of,  access  to,  and 
quality  of  housing  for  low-  and  moderate- 
income  people,  especially  women  and 
children,  will  be  the  goal  of  a  "Conference 
on  Women,  Faith,  and  Housing:  A  Decent 
Place  to  Live,"  April  7-8  at  First  Presb- 
yterian Church  in  Durham,  N.C.  Sponsors 
are  the  N.C.  Council  of  Church  Committee 
for  Equal  Rights  and  the  Resource  Center 
for  Women  and  Ministry  in  the  South. 

For  more  information,  contact  the  Rev. 
Jeanette  Stokes,  Resource  Center  for  Women 
and  Ministry  in  the  South,  1113  Watts  Street, 
Durham,  N.C.  27701  (telephone  919-687-0408). 


Queens  v-p 
to  head 
Miss,  college 

Queens  College  Vice-Presi- 
dent for  Community  Affairs 
Clyda  S.  Rent  has  been  named 
president  of  Mississippi  Univer- 
sity for  Women.  Rent  has  been 
a  professor  and  administrator  at 
Queens  since  1972. 

In  other  news  of  the  college, 
the  first  black  woman  to  grad- 
uate from  Queens  received  pos- 
thumously North  Carolina's 
highest  citizen  award,  the  Long 
Leaf  Pine  Award.  Bernice  Ful- 
son  graduated  in  1964.  She  died 
last  April. 

Rent  has  supervised  freshman 
service  internships  in  the  com- 
munity and  informal  dinners 
between  seniors  and  civic  and 
business  leaders.  She  also  started 
a  speaker  series. 

Previously,  she  served  as  vice- 
president  for  academic  affairs, 
dean  and  vice-president  of  New 
College  and  the  Graduate 
School,  chaired  the  Division  of 
Business  and  Social  Sciences, 
and  taught  sociology. 

She  earned  bachelor's,  mas- 
ter's, and  doctoral  degrees  from 
Florida  State  University.  She  is 
married  to  Queens  sociology 
Professor  George  Rent,  and  they 
have  one  daughter. 

Gov.  James  Martin's  special 
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Montreat-Anderson  adds 
staff,  receives  scholarship 


Clyda  S.  Rent 

assistant  for  minority  affairs, 
Jim  Polk,  presented  the  award 
that  Fulson  received.  She  earned 
a  bachelor's  degree  in  nursing 
and  a  master's  of  education 
degree  at  the  University  of  North 
Carolina  at  Charlotte.  From 
1964  until  her  death  she  taught 
nursing  at  Central  Piedmont 
Community  College. 

The  award  presentation  came 
at  the  college's  annual  Honors 
Convocation  on  Feb.  14.  At  the 
ceremony,  the  president  and 
parliamentarian  of  Fulson's 
sorority,  Vivian  Smith  and  The- 
reasea  Elder,  presented  her 
portrait  to  the  college.  The 
sorority  is  Chi  Eta  Phi. 

Black  students  Latanya  Wa- 
tley  and  Walter  Aikens  spoke 
about  memories  black  alumni 
have  of  Queens. 


Montreat-Anderson  College 
has  named  a  new  director  of 
church  relations  and  a  new 
public-information  officer.  Eve- 
ritt  Vincent  will  direct  church 
relations,  while  Miles  Morgan 
will  supervise  public  informa- 
tion. 

In  other  news,  the  college  has 
received  an  endowed  scholarship 
from  the  Robinson  Presbyterian 
Church  in  Charlotte  in  honor  of 
a  member  of  the  congregation, 
Nancy  Boyd  Garrison. 

Everitt  Vincent  served  pre- 
viously as  associate  executive 
director  of  the  United  Way  for 
the  Montgomery,  Ala.,  area.  He 
also  served  as  a  business  exec- 
utive and  as  an  officer  in  Viet- 
nam. At  Montreat-Anderson,  he 
will  work  in  the  development 
office;  he  will  develop  relation- 
ships to  pastors  and  high-school 
principals  to  discuss  Montreat- 
Anderson's  status  as  a  Christian 
college  and  attract  more  stu- 
dents to  the  college. 

Montreat-Anderson  has  re- 
cently changed  from  a  two-year 
to  a  four-year  school. 

A  Presbyterian  elder,  Vincent 
is  a  graduate  of  Auburn  Univer- 
sity and  Troy  State  University. 
He  is  married  to  Brenda  Davis, 
and  they  have  two  children. 


Publishing  House  moves  to  Louisville  center 


The  Presbyterian  Publish- 
ing House  moved  from  Atlan- 
ta to  new  offices  at  the  Gener- 
al Assembly's  center  in  Louis- 
ville the  week  of  Jan.  23-27. 
The  new  mailing  address  is 
Presbyterian  Publishing 
House,  A  Division  of  Publi- 
cations Services,  Presbyter- 
ian Chruch  (U.S.A.),  100 
Witherspoon  St.,  Louisville, 


Ky.  40202-1396.  All  corres- 
pondence, billings,  and  rem- 
ittances should  use  that  ad- 
dress. 

The  toll-free  telephone 
numbers  for  curriculum  and 
other  general  resources  are 
800-554-4694  or  800-277- 
2872.  The  number  for  sub- 
scriptions services  for  Presb- 
yterian Survey,  These  Days, 


Vanguard,  and  the  Bulletin, 
Insert,  and  Stencil  Service  is 
800-624-2412. 

Payments  on  accounts  by 
customers  should  be  sent  to 
the  above  address,  attention 
Room  6607.  Correspondence 
regarding  subscription  servi- 
ces should  be  sent  to  that 
address,  attention  Room 
1207. 


Grants  to  JCSU  aid  science, 
technology,  other  programs 


Johnson  C.  Smith  University 
has  received  three  grants  recent- 
ly, two  for  specific  scientific  or 
technical  programs  and  the 
other  for  a  variety  of  programs. 

A  $1.7  million  grant  for  mi- 
nority biomedical  research  from 
the  National  Institute  of  Health 
will  help  increase  the  pool  of 
minority  students  entering  bio- 
medical science.  The  grant  will 
fund  research  for  four  years.  The 
university  has  received  grants  for 
the  program  in  the  past  and 
currently  has  1 1  students  work- 
ing on  research  projects. 


In  addition,  the  ARCO  Foun- 
dation has  awarded  a  $15,000 
grant  to  the  dual-degree  pro- 
gram in  engineering  at  Johnson 
C.  Smith  University.  The  engi- 
neer-in-residence  program  will 
receive  $10,000  of  the  grant 
money.  The  program  is  designed 
to  include  the  residency  of  a 
distinguished  practicing  engi- 
neer one  week  out  of  each 
semester.  The  remaining  $5,000 
of  the  grant  will  be  used  to 
purchase  software. 

The  third  grant  is  for  $575,000 
from  the  Duke  Endowment. 


Children  give  a  new 
slant  on  church  history 


Children  gave  these  answers  to 
questions  in  confirmation  classes: 

•  Noah's  wife  was  called  Joan 
of  Ark. 

•  The  fifth  commandment  is 
"humor  thy  father  and  thy  mother." 

•  Lot's  wife  was  a  pillar  of  salt 
by  day  and  a  ball  of  fire  by  night. 

•  When  Mary  heard  that  she 
was  the  mother  of  Jesus,  she 
sang  the  Magna  Carta. 

•  Holy  Acrimony  is  another 
name  for  marriage. 

•  Christians  have  only  one 
wife.  This  is  called  "monotony." 

•  The  patron  saint  of  travelers 
is  Saint  Francis  of  Seasick. 


•  The  natives  of  Macedonia 
did  not  believe  Paul,  so  he  got 
stoned. 

•  It  is  often  difficult  to  hear 
in  church  because  the  agnostics 
are  so  terrible. 

Editor's  note:  This  list  ap- 
peared in  Marj  Carpenters  "In 
this  Corner"  space  in  the  News 
Briefs  published  by  the  General 
Assembly's  Office  of  News  Ser- 
vices and  is  reprinted  by  permis- 
sion. Bill  Du  Val,  coordinator 
of  World  Service  with  the  Gener- 
al Assembly,  submitted  it;  the 
All  Saints  Episcopal  Church  in 
Birmingham,  Ala.,  compiled  it. 


Since  1924,  the  Duke  Endow- 
ment has  awarded  nearly  $30 
million  to  JCSU  for  a  variety  of 
programs.  The  new  grant  will 
fund  several  specific  programs: 
a  faculty  chair,  projects  in  the 
school's  library,  faculty  salary 
supplements,  scholarships,  ho- 
nors programs,  and  renovation 
of  the  campus  church. 

Prof  researches 
prehistoric  sites 

A  Warren  Wilson  College 
archaeologist  is  investigating 
prehistoric  sites  of  American 
Indians  in  western  North  Carol- 
ina, particularly  those  of  cul- 
tures in  "late  prehistoric"  (1000- 
1500)  and  "historic  contact" 
(1500-1780)  periods.  Ken  Robin- 
son is  conducting  the  research. 

Students  at  Warren  Wilson 
are  analyzing  artifacts  from  the 
excavations. 

Students  examine 
their  racial  attitudes 

Black  and  white  students  at 
Davidson  College  examined 
their  attitudes  toward  each  other 
as  part  of  the  campus  celebration 
of  Black  History  Month  in 
February.  Students  watched  the 
Public  Broadcasting  System  film 
Racism  101  and  then  discussed 
their  own  perceptions  of  racial 
attitudes  on  campus. 
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Everitt  Vincent 

Miles  Morgan  has  worked  for 
14  years  with  news  and  sports 
publications  in  the  Asheville, 
N.C.,  area,  where  the  college  is 
located  in  Montreat.  Before  join- 
ing the  college  staff,  he  served  as 
sports  editor  for  Iwwana,  Inc.,  a 
publisher  of  magazines  in  the  area. 

He  will  supervise  the  college's 
program  of  public  information. 
"In  our  transition  from  a  two- 
year  to  a  four-year  college,  it  is 
essential  that  we  keep  the  public 
informed  and  up-to-date  on  our 
progress,"  said  Director  of  De- 
velopment Dick  Forster. 

Morgan  is  a  graduate  of  the 
University  of  Southern  Missis- 
sippi. His  wife,  Arlene,  is  an  ad- 


Miles  Morgan 

ministrative  secretary  at  Highland 
Hospital;  they  have  one  daughter. 

The  Robinson  Church  en- 
dowed the  scholarship  in  honor 
of  Nancy  Garrison  to  honor  her 
"many  years  of  faithful  service 
to  the  church  and  for  her  un- 
selfish devotion  to  serving  the 
needs  of  others, "the  college  said. 
The  scholarship  will  fund  tui- 
tion, room,  and  board  of  deserv- 
ing students  based  on  need,  with 
preference  to  students  from  the 
church  and  the  Charlotte  area. 

Garrison  is  a  1936  graduate  of 
Montreat  College  and  received 
the  Alumni  Service  award.  Last 
year  she  became  vice-president 
of  the  Alumni  Association  Board. 


MacLeod  honored  by 
environmental  council 


An  ecumenical  organization 
in  North  Carolina  concerned 
with  promoting  environmental- 
ism  from  a  biblical  perspective 
has  honored  Dr.  John  D.  Mac- 
Leod Jr.  by  formally  adopting 
a  resolution.  MacLeod  was 
administrator  of  the  Synod  of 
the  Mid-Atlantic's  Raleigh  of- 
fice in  1988  and  was  last  exec- 
utive of  the  old  Synod  of  North 
Carolina.  He  retired  at  the  end 
of  1988. 

The  Land  Stewardship  Coun- 
cil adopted  the  resolution  at  its 
quarterly  meeting  Jan.  19.  A 
number  of  Christian  and  Jewish 
religious  groups  in  North  Carol- 
ina, including  the  Presbyterian 
Church,  formed  the  Council 
some  years  ago  to  promote 
stewardship  of  the  land  and 
other  resources  based  on  biblical 
precepts. 

The  resolution  calls  MacLeod 


"an  inspiration  and  guiding  light 
during  the  formative  years"  of 
the  Council  and  says  his  "in- 
spired vision,  unyielding  advo- 
cacy, and  ecumenical  leader- 
ship" helped  bring  the  organiza- 
tion into  being.  The  resolution 
then  recognizes  him  for  his 
"prophetic  leadership  and  his 
legacy  of  concern  for  the  future 
of  God's  Creation,  and  wishes 
him  God  Speed  in  his  well 
deserved  retirement." 


G.A.  group  criticizes 
synod  commission 


Continued  from  Page  1 

"Now  they  say  that's  not  what 
they  meant.  Now  they  say  they 
ordered  a  rehearing.  That's  not 
what  they  explicitly  said." 

In  its  order  to  the  Piedmont 
commission,  the  Assembly  body 
said  the  synod  group  had  not 
determined  if  Hoover  had  "stat- 
ed a  claim  upon  which  relief 
could  be  granted."  The  Assem- 
bly commission  directed  the 
synod  group  "To  deter- 
mine...whether  it  states  a  claim 
upon  which  relief  may  be  grant- 
ed, and  if  so,  the  Synod's  Per- 
manent Judicial  Commission 
shall  then  hold  a  hearing  by 
December  31,  1987... If  it  deter- 
mines that  inquiry  in  the  neg- 
ative, it  may  take  appropriate 
actions  of  dismissal." 

Asked  about  the  Assembly 


commission's  charge  that  no  one 
from  the  synod  group  had  ap- 
peared before  it  when  sum- 
moned, Dean  said,  "They  called 
me  two  or  three  days  before  the 
hearing  and  wanted  someone  to 
come  to  the  hearing.  I  couldn't 
get  anyone  to  go  in  that  period." 

Hoover  has  claimed  to  be 
eligible  as  a  beneficiary  of  the 
Reynolds  Trust  Fund  and  has 
charged  in  his  judicial  cases  that 
various  presbyteries  have  failed 
to  act  properly  to  provide  the 
necessary  certification  to  the 
trustee  of  the  trust  fund.  The 
Asembly  commission  directed 
the  synod's  certification  commit- 
tee for  the  fund  to  consider 
Hoover's  qualifications  to  par- 
ticipate. That  committee  called 
a  meeting  for  March  16  to  do 
so. 
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AMONG  THE 
PRESBYTERIES 

News  from  around  the  Synod 


Salem  elects  exec 
at  its  first  meeting 


The  Rev.  John  McNeel  Hand- 
ley  was  elected  unanimously  as 
executive  presbyter  and  stated 
clerk  of  Salem  Presbytery  at  its 
first  meeting  on  January  7  at 
First  Church,  Greensboro. 
Handley  served  a  similar  posi- 
tion for  the  former  Presbytery 
of  Concord. 

The  Rev.  Dexter  Taylor,  pas- 
tor of  Trinity  Church  in  Win- 
ston-Salem and  chair  of  the 
Exempt  Staff  Search  Commit- 
tee, in  presenting  Handley  to  the 
presbytery  said,  "We  had  many 
fine  candidates  for  this  office. 
Any  one  of  them  could  have 
done  the  job  exceptionally  well, 
but  the  committee  unanimously 
decided  that  John  had  the  most 
sterling  qualifications." 

In  reacting  to  his  election, 
Handley  said,  "I  believe  that 
God  has  something  wonderful  in 
store  for  Salem  Presbytery.  Two 
years  ago  I  would  not  have 
applied  for  this  job,  but  what  I 
have  seen  lately  has  made  this 
election  a  very  happy  time. 

"Salem  Presbytery  is  in  the 
spotlight.  We  are  center  stage  to 
show  what  reunion  is  all  about. 
We  have  the  challenge  of  putting 
small  and  large  churches  togeth- 
er. To  grow  together  as  blacks 
and  whites  so  that  the  faith  we 
share  becomes  more  important 
than  the  color  of  our  skin," 
Handley  said. 

"I  would  hope  that  Salem 
Presbytery  will  show  the  world 
that  it  does  make  a  difference 
to  be  Christian.  The  world  does 


Rev.  John  Handley:  "Two 
years  ago  I  would  not  have 
applied  for  this  job." 

not  know  how  to  disagree  in 
love.  We  can  show  it  how,"  he 
added. 

"The  presbytery  provides  our 
connectedness,"  Handley  went 
on  to  say.  "Not  only  in  terms 
of  connecting  local  churches 
with  one  another,  but  also  in 
bringing  us  into  contact  with  the 
world  community  so  that  we 
become  aware  of  our  together- 
ness in  Christ." 

In  conclusion,  Handley  said 
he  was  glad  for  the  name  of 
"Salem"  for  the  new  presbytery. 
The  Biblical  root  of  the  word 
means  "peace."  "However,  it 
means  more  than  peace.  It  refers 
to  the  wholeness  of  God's  crea- 
tion. I  ask  you  to  join  me  in  being 
a  presbytery  that  is  excited  about 
being  a  part  of  God's  creation." 


Western  N.C.  Presbytery 
holds  organizing  meeting 


By  Lucy  McCarl 

Celebrating  past  and  future 
with  bright  banners  and  hymns 
of  praise,  the  Presbytery  of 
Western  North  Carolina  con- 
vened for  its  first  stated  meeting 
at  the  First  Church  of  Morgan- 
ton  on  Jan.  7. 

Preacher  for  the  worship 
service  was  Dr.  Jack  Sadler, 
pastor  of  the  First  Church  of 
Richmond,  Virginia.  Sadler 
spoke  to  the  assembly  on  the 
topic  "When  Loyalties  Become 
Tragedies."  Having  been  in- 
volved in  several  restructures  of 
presbyteries,  he  said,  he  has 
become  aware  that  "that  which 
lasts  is  the  word  of  God"  and 
that  our  primary  goal,  even  in 
the  midst  of  the  work  of  organ- 
ization, is  "to  be  the  body  of 
Christ  in  this  world...,  to  be  the 
Good  News  of  Christ  to  the 
world." 

If  we  are  too  busy  here  and 
there  (like  the  servant  in  I  Kings 
20),  if  we  are  too  occupied,  even 
with  the  organized  structures  of 
the  church,  to  proclaim  the 
Good  News  and  to  respond  to 
need  as  disciples  of  Christ,  then 
"all  our  loyalties  become  trage- 
dies." 

Others  participating  in  the 
worship  service  were  Steven 
Eason,  Leslie  Tucker,  John 
David  Stewart,  State  Alexander, 
and  the  choirs  of  First  Presby- 
terian, Morganton,  and  First 
Presbyterian,  Belmont,  with 


Benjamin  J.  Outen,  director  of 
music  and  organist  of  First, 
Belmont. 

Mrs.  Marion  Beegle,  elder 
from  the  Cullowhee  Church,  was 
elected  moderator.  Beegle  ac- 
cepted the  gavel  from  the  Rev. 
Rudolph  Hendricks,  who  has 
served  as  moderator  since  the 
first  assembly  of  the  presbytery 
last  March.  Beegle  expressed  to 
Hendricks  the  thanks  of  the 
presbytery  for  his  service. 

Moderators  of  the  three  an- 
tecedent presbyteries  greeted  the 
commissioners,  outlining  the 
histories  of  their  presbyteries 
and  providing  inspiration  for  the 
work  of  the  newly  created  body. 
Barbara  McLean  spoke  for 
Asheville  Presbytery,  Jack  Ro- 
binson for  Concord,  and  Robert 
Meachum  for  Catawba. 

Williard  Sessler,  chairman  of 
the  Transitional  Council,  gave 
the  report  for  the  Council  and 
proposed  to  the  presbytery  the 
name  of  William  S.  McLean  as 
interim  executive  presbyter. 
McLean,  who  recently  retired 
from  the  Myers  Park  Church  in 
Charlotte,  now  lives  in  Black 
Mountain.  He  will  be  available 
three  days  a  week  to  work  with 
presbytery  committees  until  a 
permanent  staff  person  is  em- 
ployed. 

Sessler  announced  that  the 
new  presbytery  office  will  be 
located  in  a  house  near  the 
church  in  Morganton. 


New  Castle  volunteers  to  help 
host  Philadelphia  Assembly 


New  Castle  Presbytery  will  be 
one  of  the  co-hosts  for  the  1989 
General  Assembly  in  Philadel- 
phia in  June.  One  of  the  days 
of  the  assembly  will  be  New 
Castle  Presbytery  day,  when 
volunteers  from  the  presbytery 
will  be  used  in  a  variety  of 
assignments  from  greeting  peo- 
ple at  the  Philadelphia  Airport 
to  answering  questions  and 
guiding  visitors  about  the  assem- 
bly. The  New  Castle  workers  will 
be  supported  and  supplemented 
by  members  of  the  Philadelphia 
Presbytery's  volunteer  team. 
They  are  attempting  to  recruit 
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2000  volunteers  to  work  at  the 
assembly. 

The  Task  Force  on  Peace  and 
World  Justice  throught  its  chair, 


Ann  Jarrett,  will  coordinate  the 
recruitment  of  volunteers  within 
the  presbytery.  Former  delegates 
to  General  Assemblies  will  be 
invited  to  participate  in  an  ad 
hoc  committee. 

The  General  Assembly  in 
Philadelphia  provides  a  rare 
opportunity  for  many  of  us  as 
Presbyterians  to  attend  and  to 
observe  the  work  of  the  assem- 
bly. The  variety  of  display 
booths,  the  worship  and  work 
of  the  assembly,  and  the  celebra- 
tions of  the  Bicentennial  will, 
draw  many  people  to  Philadel- 
phia. 


Baltimore  musicians  visit  Cuba 


Four  musicians  from  Balti- 
more Presbytery — Ann  Ma- 
thews (Maryland  Church),  Roy 
Knight  (Knox  Church),  Joe 
Ayala  (Perry  Hall  Church),  and 
Ken  Byerly  (associate  executive 
presbyter) — enjoyed  the  rare 
opportunity  of  spending  a  week 
in  Havana,  Cuba,  early  in  De- 
cember. 

Through  Betty  McGinnis's 
contact  with  Rafael  Cepeda,  a 
retired  Cuban  Presbyterian- 
Reformed  pastor,  an  invitation 
was  extended  to  the  four  musi- 
cians by  the  Ecumenical  Council 
of  Cuba  to  attend  a  two-day 
Ecumenical  Music  Conference. 
The  purpose  of  the  Conference 
was  to  explore  current  issues  in 
Cuban  and  North  American 
church  music — for  example, 
new  hymns  on  social  justice;  old, 
privatized,  traditional  hymnol- 
ogy;  choir-directing  techniques; 
etc. 

Mathews,  Knight,  Ayala,  and 
Byerly  not  only  observed,  but 
also  participated  in  the  Confer- 
ence by  performing  music  cur- 
rently used  in  North  American 
Presbyterian  churches.  They 
sang  and  played  the  organ  and 
piano.  The  Conference  also 
included  a  "standing-room  only" 
Ecumenical  Choir  Festival  at  the 
Episcopal  Cathedral  in  Havana. 


Charlotte 
approves  new 
offices 

At  the  December  meeting, 
the  Assembly  of  Presbytery 
E,  now  Charlotte  Presbytery, 
approved  the  recommenda- 
tion of  the  Office  Location 
Committee  for  the  new  presb- 
ytery offices  to  be  located  at 
the  Koger  Center  in  Char- 
lotte. This  will  be  a  temporary 
location — probably  two  ye- 
ars— while  a  permanent 
presbytery-owned  center  is 
sought. 

The  Koger  Center  is  a 
complex  of  10  buildings  lo- 
cated on  Albemarle  Road  at 
the  intersection  with  Farm 
Pond  Road.  The  offices, 
meeting  room,  and  resource 
center  will  occupy  5,528 
square  feet  on  the  second 
floor  of  the  Catawba  build- 
ing. The  building  is  modern, 
there  is  ample  parking,  and 
the  grounds  of  the  property 
are  well-appointed. 

The  new  address  will  be 
5700  Executive  Center  Drive 
—  Suite  200,  Charlotte  28212. 
The  move  was  expected  to 
completed  by  March  1. 


Ken  Byerly,  Ann  Mathews,  Joe  Ayala,  Roy  Knight 


The  four  Baltimore  Presbyter- 
ians spent  time  sightseeing  along 
the  northern  coast  of  Cuba  and 
discussing  the  life  of  the  church 
in  Cuba  with  pastors,  lay  per- 
sons, and  faculty  and  students 
at  the  Evangelical  Theological 
Seminary.  One  Cuban  minister 
commented  to  them,  "Under 
Batista,  there  were  full  churches 
of  empty  people;  after  the  Re- 
volution, there  are  empty 
churches  with  a  few  full  people." 

According  to  Byerly,  a  critical 
question  emerged  from  this  trip: 
in  a  country  where  good  educa- 
tion, health  care,  and  recreation 


and  leisure  facilities  are  provided 
by  the  government  (there  is 
virtually  no  homelessness  or 
hunger),  what  is  the  mission  of 
the  church?  The  four  partici- 
pants on  this  trip  are  available 
to  interpret  their  experiences  to 
interested  churches  in  the  presb- 
ytery. 

In  1987,  Rafael  and  Aida 
Cepeda  were  visitors  to  Balti- 
more Presbytery  under  the  aus- 
pices of  the  Global  Mission 
Committee. 

There  are  9,000  members  in 
the  36  Presbyterian-Reformed 
churches  in  Cuba. 


Members  learn  what 
seeking  pastor  entails 


In  a  new  approach  to  vacant 
churches  that  is  used  in  other 
presbyteries,  the  acting  execu- 
tive presbyter  of  New  Castle 
Presbytery,  the  Rev.  Robert  G. 
Bolt,  preached  at  the  Church  of 
the  Covenant  on  January  15  on 
the  topic:  "When  Sheep  Go 
Shopping  for  a  Shepherd."  It 
was  a  sermon  designed  to  pro- 
vide information  for  the 
members  of  the  church  about 
what  steps  the  church  must  go 
through  in  its  search  for  a  pastor, 
and  the  role  of  New  Castle 
Presbytery  in  the  process. 

The  previous  Sunday,  the 
congregation  celebrated  the 
ministry  of  the  Rev.  Donovan 
O.  Norquist  and  his  retirement. 
Don  is  going  to  be  part-time 
minister  of  visitation  for  the 
Germantown  Church  of  the 
Philadelphia  Presbytery. 

When  there  is  a  vacancy, 
someone  from  presbytery  staff 
and  the  Committee  On  Ministry 
meet  with  the  session  to  explain 
what  needs  to  happen  in  the 
process  of  seeking  a  pastor.  The 
members  of  the  congregation 
seldom  hear  the  explanation.  In 
an  attempt  to  increase  the  aware- 
ness of  members,  the  Committee 
On  Ministry  has  asked  the  acting 


executive  presbyter  to  preach  in 
a  vacant  church  as  soon  as 
possible. 

The  sermon  attempts  to  ex- 
plain the  steps  that  must  be 
taken  leading  to  the  call  of  a 
pastor.  These  steps  include  the 
immediate  naming  of  a  moder- 
ator for  the  session,  finding  an 
interim  pastor  for  the  church, 
the  mission  study  process,  and 
the  Pastor  Nominating  Commit- 
tee's search  for  a  new  pastor. 

Response  from  the  members 
of  Covenant  Church  was  re- 
quested via  written  comments  on 
the  bulletins  which  were  collect- 
ed at  the  door.  One  comment 
was:  "Very  informative,  much 
needed  explanation.  I'm  sure  it 
will  calm  some  of  the  anxiety 
people  are  experiencing."  One 
member  of  the  Pastor  Nominat- 
ing Committee  wrote:  "Being 
asked  to  serve  on  the  PNC,  I 
especially  found  your  sermon  to 
be  educational,  and  something 
that  the  whole  congregation 
found  to  be  of  value  today." 

The  opportunity  helps  to 
make  clear  the  role  of  support 
that  New  Castle  Presbytery  has, 
and  provides,  in  every  vacancy 
situation. 
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Staff  training  benefits  children 


Barium  Springs  staff  members 
are  intent  on  doing  the  best  job 
possible  with  troubled  children 
and  families.  To  do  so,  contin- 
uous training  is  a  necessity  to 
refine  skills  and  learn  the  latest 
techniques  in  the  field.  Since  the 
beginning  of  the  year  several 
training  sessions  have  been 
completed.  The  following  are 
samples. 

Four  Adolescent  Center  staff 
and  one  Pre-Adolescent  Center 
staff  attended  "Working  in 
Residential  Child  Care"  one  day 
a  week  for  five  weeks.  This  is 
a  family-centered  training 
course  designed  to  give  a  generic 
philosophical  base  for  working 

Pen  &  ink  prints 
are  available 

Barium  Springs  Home  for 
Children  is  again  offering  pen 
and  ink  prints  of  the  original 
campus  buildings. 

For  sale  are  individual  10  x 
14,  signed  prints  of  the  buildings 
for  $10;  a  set  of  the  17  prints, 
%Vi  x  11,  for  $99.95;  a  box  of 

17  note  cards  (one  of  each  print) 
and  envelopes  for  $5.25;  and  an 

18  x  22  collage  of  all  17  buildings 
in  one  print  for  $25. 

The  Alumni  Association  com- 
missioned artist  Jerry  Miller,  of 
Raleigh,  N.C.,  to  draw  17  of  the 
old  buildings  from  photographs. 
The  original  prints  are  hanging 
in  the  Alumni  Museum  located 
on  the  campus.  Miller  will  be 
autographing  prints  from  2  to  4 
p.m.  on  August  5  at  the  Museum 
during  Homecoming. 

To  order,  fill  out  the  coupon 
to  the  right  and  send  a  check  or 
money  order  to:  Barium  Springs 
Home  for  Children,  P.O.  Box  1, 
Barium  Springs,  N.C.  28010. 
Orders  will  be  taken  February 
1  through  May  31  and  must  be 
pre-paid  before  they  can  be 
filled.  Orders  not  picked  up  at 
Homecoming  1989,  August  5 
and  6,  will  be  shipped  shortly 
thereafter. 


in  residential  child  care  within 
a  team  model. 

Bruce  Steadman,  assistant 
director  of  the  Adolescent  Cen- 
ter, coordinated  this  training 
with  four  other  area  agencies. 
Five  staff  from  each  of  the 
agencies,  a  total  of  25,  partic- 
ipated in  the  training.  Steadman 
and  trained  staff  from  the  other 
agencies  were  instructors  for  the 
course. 

Steadman  hopes  to  repeat  this 
training  quarterly  so  that  even- 
tually all  of  the  residential  staff 
at  each  agency  will  complete  the 
course. 

In  January  several  staff  from 
the  Pre-Adolescent  Center  took 
a  cardiopulmonary  resuscitation 
(CPR)  course.  Seveal  others  will 
take  the  course  in  the  next  few 
months  so  that  enough  staff  will 
be  certified  to  always  have 
someone  on  duty  who  knows 
CPR  in  case  one  of  the  children 
should  need  it. 

On  February  9,  Sandra  Rus- 
sell, the  special  services  coordi- 
nator at  the  Family  and  Child 


Development  Center  (FCDC), 
gave  a  workshop  on  special 
needs  children  for  the  staff  of  the 
FCDC. 

"Program  planning  for  the 
Handicapped  Pre-Schooler" 
teaches  staff  a  technique  called 
the  "Incidental  Teaching  Me- 
thod." With  this  method  staff 
can  help  children  strengthen 
delayed  skills  through  their  play 
in  the  classroom  and  at  home. 
This  will  help  to  avoid  singling 
out  the  child  by  having  to 
remove  him  or  her  from  the 
classroom  in  order  to  have 
special  teaching  sessions. 

About  15  percent  of  the  child- 
ren at  the  FCDC  have  special 
needs  such  as  physical,  mental, 
social,  emotional,  or  speech- 
language  development  delays. 

It  takes  great  skill  and  pa- 
tience to  know  and  do  what  is 
best  for  troubled  children  and 
families.  But  the  rewards  of 
progress  are  well  worth  the  effort 
it  takes  to  be  the  best  we  can 
be. 


...Or 
So  It 
Seems 


A  former  resident  stopped  by 
after  having  not  been  seen  or 
heard  from  since  he  left  almost 
20  years  ago.  We  recalled  his 
time  here  and  some  of  our 
"tangles"  when  I  was  chief 
disciplinarian.  It  was  a  particu- 
larly enjoyable  time  for  me. 

After  he  left  I  thought  about 
so  many  good  friends  out  there! 
Former  residents,  former  staff, 
former  regents,  donors,  and 
colleagues — all  having  given  so 


That's  Mrs.,  not  Mr. 


Earle  Frazier,  ACSW 
Executive  Director 

much  to  Barium  and  to  me 
personally.  I  often  feel  that  so 
many  of  you  are  neglected.  How 
I  would  like  to  be  able  to  visit 
with  each  of  you  regularly!  Since 
that  is  impossible,  I  just  need  to 
let  you  know  that  1  am  acutely 
aware  of  my  debt  to  you.  Thank 
you  for  all  you  have  done  for 
the  Home.  And  thank  you  for 
being  a  friend  to  me. 


Due  to  a  typographical  error, 
the  article  "Board  of  Regents 
Meet"  in  the  December  issue  of 
the  Presbyterian  Family  Minis- 
tries stated  that  one  of  the  newly 
elected    Board    of  Regents 


members  was  Mr.  John  R. 
Friday.  It  was  in  fact  Mrs.  John 
R.  (Lila  P.)  Friday  who  was 
elected,  not  her  husband,  who 
is  the  Honorable  John  R.  Fri- 
day, a  superior  court  judge. 


Pen  &  Ink  Drawings 
of  the  Original  Buildings 
of  Barium  Springs  Home 
for  Children 


Clip  Out  Form  &  Mail  To  Order 
To  Order:  Fill  out  form  below:  send  with  check  or  money  order  before 
May  31 ,  1 989  to  Barium  Springs  Home  For  Children,  P.O. 
Box  1,  Barium  Springs,  NC  28010. 


INDIVIDUAL  PRINTS 
NAME 


10  x  14  $10  each 

QUANTITY 


SET  OF  17  PRINTS;  $99.95  per  set 
8  1/2x11        No.  of  Sets  


The  original  Little  Joe's  Church 


1.  Alexander  Building  (Shoe  Shop) 

2.  Annie  Louise  Cottage 

3.  Elementary  School  (New  School) 

4.  Howard  Cottage 
Jennie  Gilmer  Cottage 
Lee's  Cottage 

Little  Joe's  Presbyterian  Church 
Lottie  Walker  Woman's  Building 
McNair  (Old  School  Building) 
Rumple  Hall  (Dining  Hall) 
Sprunt  Infirmary 
Stowe  Baby  Cottage 

13.  Synod's  Cottage 

14.  Boyd  Cottage 

15.  Burrough  Office  Building 

16.  Oakland  Superintendent's  Home 

17.  Round  Knob 


BOX  OF  17  NOTE  CARDS,  EN  VS. 
$5.25  Per  Box     No.  of  Boxes  


(One  print  of  each  building  per  box) 

18  x  22  Collage  of  all  17  buildings 
$25  Per  Print      No.  of  Prints  


Total  Amount  Enclosed 


Name 


Address . 
City  


St. 


Zip  Code  

Orders  cannot  be  filled  unless  they  are 
prepaid.  Orders  not  picked  up  at 
Homecoming  will  be  mailed  shortly 
thereafter. 


ANNUAL  REPORT 

FISCAL  YEAR  1988 


Endowment  Interest 


Bequest  Endowment  Principal 


Services  to  Children  &  Families 


(Synod,  Thanks- 
giving Offering, 
Groups) 


Miscellaneous 
OPERATING  INCOME  $2,496,650 


Financial  Oevelopmeni/Public  Relations 
OPERATING  EXPENDITURES  $2,496,650 


Endowment  Value  October  1,  1987  S9. 565.091 
Endowment  Value  September  30,  1988  S8. 127.455 
ft  copy  of  Ihe  Annual  Audit  is  available  tor  'eview  in  the  main  office. 


SERVICES  TO  CHILDREN  AND  FAMILIES 


Facility 


Residential  Services' 


FCDC**      Agency  Total 


Capacity 

Applications/Inquiries 
Number  Admitted 
Number  Discharged 
Total  Served 

Average  number  children  per  day 

Total  Days  of  Care 

Average  Length  ot  Stay  (months) 

'Adolescent  Center 
Pre-Adotescent  Center 

"Family  &  Child  Development  Center 


84 

335 
93 
93 
157 
626 
22,913 
11.0 


124 
222 
64 
64 
182 
99 
28.340 


208 
557 
157 
157 
339 
161.6 
51.253 


A  special  thank  goes  to 


The  children,  staff,  and  Board 
of  Regents  would  like  to  say  a 
special  thanks  to  Taylor  Oil 
Company  of  Winston-Salem 
and  to  NCNB  of  Troutman  for 
becoming  members  of  our  Cor- 
porate Sponsor  Club  for  1988. 

The  Corporate  Sponsor  Club 
is  for  corporations  donating 
$500  or  more  for  the  children  in 
our  care.  Corporate  sponsors  are 
very  important  to  the  lives  of 
troubled  youth.  Their  gifts  help 
to  provide  special  education, 
family  and  individual  counsel- 
ing, and  structured  group  living. 
Thank  you. 

Special  thanks  to  Mrs.  Thel- 
ma  Kellam  of  Raleigh,  N.C,  for 
her  donation  of  a  new  set  of  1988 
World  Book  Encyclopedias  to 
the  Adolescent  Center.  The 
books  were  placed  in  the  Prep- 
aration for  Independent  Living 
cottage,  where  they  will  be  very 
useful  to  the  youth  who  are 
attending  public  high  school. 


Kellam  has  been  a  faithful 
donor  for  over  15  years.  We  are 
very,  very  grateful  for  the  nu- 
merous new  sets  of  World  Book 


Encyclopedias  she  has  donated 
to  Barium  Springs  Home  for 
Children. 


In  Memory  —  In  Honor 
Barium  Springs  Home  for  Children 


Donor  _ 
Address 


IN  MEMORY  —  IN  HONOR 

My  gift  of  $  is  enclosed. 

I  wish  to        □  Honor        □  Remember 


Name  of 

Honoree  or  Deceased 
Address  


On  the  occasion  of  

Date  of  death  if  applicable 

Survivor  to  notify   

Address  


Relationship  of  survivor  to  honoree  . 


P.O.  Box  1,  Barium  Springs,  NC  2801  f 


 I 
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Union  Seminary  hosts  annual  CPE  Day  Tower  Scholar  Program  announced 


"CPE  Day  offers  a  significant 
service  to  the  seminary  and  to 
the  supervisors  of  Clinical  Pas- 
toral Education  (CPE)  by  pro- 
viding a  format  where  seminar- 
ians and  CPE  programs  can 
meet  and  get  acquainted."  So 
reported  Kurtis  C.  Hess,  director 
of  Union  Seminary's  Office  of 
Field  Education  and  Placement, 
at  the  close  of  the  seminary's 
second  annual  CPE  Day  on 
November  1 1. 

What  exactly  is  Clinical  Pas- 
toral Education?  Most  seminar- 
ies require,  as  part  of  their  basic 
degree,  that  students  gain  a 
certain  amount  of  experience 
during  their  seminary  training  in 
the  practical  application  of  their 
ministry.  Part  of  this  experience 
is  expected  to  be  in  the  area  of 
clinical  pastoral  education,  a 
supervised  encounter  with  per- 
sons in  crisis. 

This  encounter  can  take  place 
in  a  church  setting,  in  a  hospital 
or  nursing  home,  in  a  prison,  or 
in  another  specializied  form  of 
ministry  approved  by  the  semi- 
nary. By  reflecting  on  specific 
human  situations,  students  gain 
new  understanding  of  problems 
they  will  encounter  in  their 
ministries.  They  learn  to  develop 
skills  which  will  enable  them  to 
work  with  persons  in  their 
congregations  and  in  the  com- 
munities in  which  they  will  live. 
And  in  the  process,  they  learn 
much  about  themselves. 

Each  seminary  fulfills  this 
requirement  in  its  own  way. 
Union  Seminary  requires  two 
field  education  credits  for  gra- 
duation, one  ordinarily  being  a 
CPE  credit.  This  CPE  require- 
ment can  be  met  by  completing 
a  summer's  work  at  any  ap- 


Michael  Pollis  (UTS)  and  Jeff  Butler  (PSCE)  stop  to  chat 
with  a  supervisor  and  inspect  the  CPE  program  at  Riverside 
Hospital. 


proved  CPE  facility  in  the  coun- 
try, or  by  taking  courses  during 
the  school  year  at  a  local  qual- 
ified center.  In  order  to  qualify 
for  acceptance  into  one  of  these 
programs,  each  student  must 
complete  an  in-depth  interview 
conducted  by  a  trained  CPE 
supervisor. 

Last  year  was  the  first  of 
Union  Seminary's  present  CPE 
Day  format  in  which  supervisors 
from  hospitals  and  churches  in 
the  area  are  invited  to  campus 
to  conduct  interviews  with  stu- 
dents. A  major  outline,  prepared 
by  students  prior  to  the  inter- 
view, is  used  as  a  springboard 
for  questioning  by  the  supervi- 
sor. This  in-depth  probe  helps 
students  to  focus  on  their 
strengths  and  weaknesses  and  to 
determine  a  good  learning  situa- 
tion in  which  CPE  can  be  ex- 
perienced. Once  the  interview  is 
completed  and  reviewed,  the 
student  can  apply  to  any  certi- 
fied CPE  program  in  the  U.S. 


CPE  Day  gives  to  supervisors 
the  opportunity  to  recruit  appli- 
cants and  to  share  information 
about  their  programs.  It  also 
provides  to  students  the  oppor- 
tunity to  learn  of  various  CPE 
programs  available  to  them  for 
summer  ministry  and  to  com- 
plete the  interview  necessary  for 
application.  Since  students  from 
all  seminaries  vie  for  available 
positions  and  must  be  enrolled 
in  the  program  by  February  1, 
they  are  eager  to  complete  this 
portion  of  the  program. 

This  year,  25  supervisors  from 
Virginia,  North  Carolina,  Mary- 
land, and  the  District  of  Colum- 
bia met  with  students  to  plan 
courses  of  action  for  CPE  train- 
ing. 

Hess  credits  the  seminary's 
excellent  placement  record  in 
part  to  the  school's  emphasis  on 
the  practical  application  of 
academic  study  and  to  its  insist- 
ence on  the  development  of  its 
students'  interpersonal  and  in- 
terprofessional relationships. 


The  Tower  Scholar  Program, 
available  several  times  each  year 
at  Union  Theological  Seminary 
in  Virginia,  affords  ordained 
ministers  an  opportunity  to 
return  to  campus  for  a  week  or 
two  of  intensive,  independent 
research  in  an  area  of  their  own 
interest.  This  program  serves  to 
address  the  need  for  theological 
renewal  and  stimulation  neces- 
sary for  ministers  who  have  been 
in  the  parish  for  some  time. 

Upcoming  Tower  Scholar 
opportunities  at  the  seminary 
will  be  April  24-28. 

Prior  to  arrival,  participants 
notify  the  seminary  of  special 
interest  areas.  The  library  re- 
searches each  subject  and  pre- 
pares a  bibliography  which  is 
given  to  the  participant  at  the 
introductory  session.  Independ- 
ent study  is  then  supplemented 
by  group  seminars  led  each  week 


by  faculty  members.  Though 
these  seminars  do  not  deal  with 
individual  projects,  they  provide 
an  update  on  theological  trends 
and  publications.  The  outstand- 
ing library  facilities  and  dedicat- 
ed faculty  at  Union  Seminary 
make  this  program  one  of  the 
best  resources  available  to  min- 
isters. 

Faculty  members  participat- 
ing in  the  January  Tower  Scho- 
lar Program  were:  James  H. 
Smylie,  professor  of  American 
church  history;  Charles  M. 
Swezey,  professor  of  Christian 
ethics;  W.  Sibley  Towner,  pro- 
fessor of  biblical  interpretation; 
and  John  B.  Trotti,  professor  of 
bibliography. 

Ministers  interested  in  further 
information  about  this  program 
should  call  Union  Seminary's 
Office  of  Continuing  Education, 
(804)  355-0671,  ext.  301. 


Continuing  Education  Events 


February  21-23 

Preaching  for  the  Smaller 
Congregation  was  the  subject 
of  a  seminar  taught  by  David 
Bartlett,  associate  professor  of 
homiletics  and  worship  at 
UTS.  Professor  Bartlett  ad- 
dressed the  unique  problems 
and  opportunities  related  to 
the  smaller  congregation.  In 
addition,  participants  studied 
ways  to  prepare  and  deliver 
sermons  in  the  context  of  the 
smaller  congregation. 

February  27-March  1 

Living  with  the  Heat:  Stress, 
Conflict,  and  Burnout  helped 
ministers  deal  with  the  con- 
stant demands  made  upon 
them.  William  V.  Arnold, 
professor  of  pastoral  care  and 
counseling,  taught  some  of  the 
more  effective  skills  needed  for 


meaningful  survival  in  the 
ministry. 
March  2-3 

Church-State  Conference: 
The  First  Amendment  was  led 

by  James  H.  Smylie  and  ad- 
dressed the  religious  clauses  in 
the  First  Amendment. 
March  6-17 

USAF  Chaplains'  Christian 
Education  Institute  is  a  two- 
week  conference  offering  cha- 
plains an  opportunity  for  in- 
dependent study  and  daily 
seminars  with  faculty.  Regis- 
tration is  closed. 

April  24-28 

Tower  Scholar  Program  is 

the  fifth  in  a  series  of  seven 
enrichment  programs  designed 
to  help  ministers  pursue  indi- 
vidually selected  topics  of 
interest. 


Colloquium  to  honor  Dr.  John  H.  Lcith, 
distinguished  professor  of  theology 


"Ministry  in  the  Life  of  the 
Reformed  Church  Today"  is  the 
title  of  a  colloquium  to  be  held 
on  the  campus  of  Union  Theo- 
logical Seminary  in  Virginia  on 
April  3-4  to  honor  John  Haddon 
Leith,  longtime  professor  of 
theology  at  the  seminary. 

By  participating  in  this  collo- 
quium, colleagues  and  friends 
will  join  in  giving  thanks  for 
Leith's  many  years  of  dedication 
to  the  Presbyterian  Church  and 
for  his  influence  on  Reformed 
theology  around  the  world. 
Keynote  speaker  is  Albert  C. 
Outler,  emeritus  professor  of 
theology  at  Yale  and  Southern 
Methodist  Universities. 

William  J.  Bouwsma,  profes- 
sor of  history  at  the  University 
of  California,  Berkeley,  Cal.,  is 
scheduled  to  speak  on  "The 
Legacy  of  John  Calvin  for  the 
Ministry  in  the  Reformed 
Churches." 

Elsie  McKee,  associate  profes- 
sor of  church  history  at  Andov- 
ilogical  Semi- 


nary, will  discuss  "Calvin,  Dis- 
cipline, and  Exegesis:  Matthews 
18:15-19  and  1  Corinthians  5:3- 
5  in  the  Sixteenth  Century." 

Paul  L.  Lehmann,  emeritus 
professor  of  theology  at  Union 
Seminary  in  New  York,  will 
present  an  address  on  "The 
Obedience  of  Faith:  With  Spe- 
cial Reference  to  Calvin's  Pers- 
pective on  Responsibility." 

Arthur  S.  Link,  editor  of 
Woodrow  Wilson  Papers,  Prin- 
ceton University,  will  focus  on 
"Woodrow  Wilson  and  the  Re- 
formed Tradition." 

The  final  panel  discussion, 
moderated  by  Wallace  M.  Al- 
ton, pastor  of  Nassau  Presbyter- 
ian Church,  Princeton,  N.J.,  will 
center  on  the  importance  of  the 
Reformed  tradition  for  life  in  the 
modern  world.  Panel  partici- 
pants include  Edward  A.  Do- 
wey,  John  W.  Lancaster,  W. 
Taylor  Reveley,  Thomas  W. 
Gillespie,   George   B.  Telford, 


Hughes  O.  Old,  and  Roland  M. 
Frye. 

John  H.  Leith  has  been  the 
Mary  Elizabeth  Pemberton  Pro- 
fessor of  Theology  at  Union 
Seminary  since  1959.  He  re- 
ceived degrees  from  Columbia 
Theological  Seminary,  Vander- 
bilt  University,  and  Yale  Univer- 
sity Graduate  School,  as  well  as 
honorary  degrees  from  Erskine 
College  and  Davidson  College. 
For  more  than  40  years,  as 
pastor  and  preacher,  scholar  and 
teacher,  he  has  worked  in  pursuit 
of  excellence  and  integrity  with- 
in the  church's  polity,  its  theol- 
ogy, and  its  structures. 

The  colloquium  will  conclude 
with  a  dinner  honoring  Dr.  and 
Mrs.  Leith  to  be  held  at  the 
Country  Club  of  Virginia.  Ad- 
vance registration  is  necessary. 
For  information  and  reservation 
form,  contact  Mrs.  Elaine 
Grammer  at  the  seminary,  (804) 
355-0671,  extension  320. 


The  significant  contributions  of  John  H.  Leith  will  be 
celebrated  at  a  special  Reformed  colloquium  in  April. 


Crisis  as  Opportunity: 
Challenges  in  the  Elijah  Stories 
Lesson  8,  April: 
The  Crisis  of  Succession 

Circle  Bible  Leaders  Study  Guide 
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By  Carol  T.  (Pinky)  Bender 

"You  shall  anoint...  Elisha...to  be 
prophet  in  your  place."  How  did  these 
words  from  the  Lord  affect  the  great 
prophet  Elijah?  How  did  he  feel  as  he 
sensed  the  end  of  his  mission  on  earth 
to  be  at  hand?  What  thoughts  ran 
through  his  mind  as  he  watched  the 
"rising  star"  of  a  younger  prophet  come 
up  on  the  horizon?  How  does  it  feel  to 
leave  your  "life's  work"  in  the  hands  of 
another?  Surely,  Elijah,  as  well  as  some 
of  the  more  modern  "Elijahs,"  have  had 
these  same  pangs  as  the  end  of  a  ministry 
and  the  beginning  of  another  is  immi- 
nent. 

This  is  the  point  of  the  merging  of  the 
past,  present,  and  future  of  Elijah's  life 
and  work.  This  is  the  "changing  of  the 
guard"  that  was  difficult  in  Elijah's  day 
and  has  not  grown  much  easier  in  the 
present  time.  Elijah's  entire  life  story  has 
been  one  of  bitter  conflict  between  faith 
and  the  state... church-state  controversies 
is  how  that  life  would  be  termed  today. 
All  of  his  life  he  had  "defended"  the 
living,  dynamic  Yahweh  against  the  god 
Baal.  Elijah  must  have  gotten  weary.. .to 
the  end  of  his  rope. .yet  could  he  leave 
this  work  to  a  younger  man,  to  the  man 
God  had  already  chosen,  to  Elisha? 

Transition  of  power 

As  you  begin  your  preparation  for  this 
session,  think  of  the  recent  transition  of 
"power"  during  the  inauguration  of 
President  George  Bush.  What  took 
place?  How  was  the  office  of  the  Pres- 
ident of  the  United  States  shifted  from 
Ronald  Reagan  to  George  Bush?  Even 


though  Bush  was  elected  by  the  people, 
how  do  you  think  Reagan  felt  as  he 
circled  the  White  House  lawn  in  the 
Marine  helicopter  as  he  left  Washington, 
D.C.,  for  the  trip  to  California  and  life 
as  a  private  citizen?  Can  you  imagine 
similarities  and  differences  in  the  govern- 
mental transition  as  compared  to  the 
transition  of  power  from  Elijah  to  Elisha? 

How  much  do  we  know  about  Elisha 
from  the  passage  in  I  Kings  19:  15-21? 
(Have  someone  read  these  verses.)  What 
characteristics  can  you  discern  if  you 
"read  between  the  lines"?  Compare 
Elijah's  answer  to  Elisha's  request  to  "kiss 
my  father  and  mother  good-bye"  to  what 
Jesus  said  in  Matthew  10:37  and  other 
places.  (You  may  want  to  use  Dr.  Mary 
Boney  Sheats's  section  called  "Selecting 
the  Successor,"  and  the  Pause  and 
Reflect  following  it  on  page  54  of  the 
study  book.)  How  do  we  sometimes  put 
"mother  and  father"  before  service  to 
God?  What  other  kinds  of  things,  or 
people,  come  between  us  and  our  "seek- 
ing first  the  kingdom  of  God"? 

Read  as  narrative 

Use  the  passage  from  II  Kings  2:  1- 
18  as  a  narrative.  Ask  for  volunteers  to 
read  the  parts  of  Elijah,  Elisha,  and  a 
narrator.  Let  the  rest  of  the  circle  be  "a 
group  of  prophets,"  reading  those 
portions  together.  As  you  read  this,  you 
can  almost  hear  the  theme  music  from 
Chariots  of  Fire  softly  coming  forth  in 
the  background! 

If  you  have  access  to  an  Old  Testament 
college  or  seminary  textbook,  such  as 
Anderson's  Understanding  the  Old 
Testament,  as  listed  in  the  study  book 


references,  look  up  the  section  on  the 
different  kinds  of  prophets.  You  will  find 
that  the  Bible  refers  to  ecstatic  prophets, 
prophetic  guilds,  writing  prophets,  and 
cultic  prophets,  or  ones  assigned  to  the 
worship  services.  What  kind  of  prophet 
were  Elijah  and  Elisha?  What  would  a 
typical  day  in  their  lives  be  like? 

Bible  study  aids 

Using  Joan  Gray's  "Bible  Study  Aids" 
on  pages  80  and  81  of  the  study  book, 
discuss  with  your  group  the  persons  in 
their  own  lives  who  have  been  "spiritual 
mentors"  to  them.  How  did  this  special 
relationship  begin?  What  part  did  this 
person  play  in  the  development  of  faith? 
With  Luke  9:  57-62  and  Mark  10:  28- 
30  as  the  scripture  references,  divide  into 
two  groups  to  discuss  what  following 
Jesus  can  mean. 

Continue  the  discussion  by  asking 
volunteers  to  share  difficult  decisions 
that  they  have  made  after  they  sensed 
the  call  of  God  in  their  lives.  What 
decisions  did  Elisha  have  to  make?  How 
do  you  think  he  felt  about  following  in 
the  footsteps  of  the  great  Elijah?  How 
do  we  feel  when  we  take  the  place  of 
a  "great  saint"  in  the  church,  a  fantastic 
boss  on  the  job,  a  beloved  minister  on 
staff?  What  inadequacies  do  you  think 
Elisha  felt?  How  do  they  compare  to  the 
way  we  feel  in  similar  situations? 

Use  the  quote  on  page  81  to  spark 
discussion  about  work  in  the  church,  in 
the  presbytery,  etc.:  "If  God  calls  us  to 
do  God's  work,  God  will  give  us  the  gifts 
we  need  to  do  it."  Do  we  believe  that, 
and  if  we  do,  do  we  live  it  out  in  our 
commitment  to  the  church?  You  may 
want  to  continue  with  Gray's  final  section 


in  the  study  aids. 

Compare  the  prophets 

A  delightful  study  is  already  outlined 
for  you  and  is  included  on  pages  57  and 
58  in  the  section  entitled  "Predecessor 
and  Successor."  Distribute  the  scripture 
references  given  by  Dr.  Sheats  and 
discuss  the  different  aspects  of  the  lives 
and  work  of  Elijah  and  Elisha.  Think 
of  people  whom  you  know  that  are  as 
different  as  these  two  prophets.  Think 
of  their  leadership  styles.  Compare  the 
way  they  get  things  done  to  the  way  that 
Elijah  and  Elisha  accomplished  God's 
work.  What  does  this  teach  us  about 
diversity,  especially  in  the  church?  How 
can  we  avoid  the  "seven  last  words  of 
the  church,"  that  ancient  cliche,  "We've 
never  done  it  this  way  before"? 

As  you  close  your  session,  think  about 
transitions  that  you  have  experienced. 
Use  the  questions  in  "Pause  and  Reflect" 
on  pages  58  and  59  to  wrap  up  the 
teaching  gained  from  this  Elijah  and 
Elisha  story.  How  can  we  be  better 
equipped  to  face  transition  from  the 
study  of  this  passage?  How  has  the 
transition  from  United  Presbyterian 
Women  and  Women  of  the  Church  to 
Presbyterian  Women  been  accomp- 
lished? What  can  we  still  learn  from  these 
prophets  as  we  move  forward  together 
in  God's  work? 

Have  sentence  prayers  asking  God  not 
only  to  reveal  the  divine  will  in  your  life, 
but  also  to  equip  you  with  the  necessary 
gifts  and  talents  to  do  God's  will. 

The  Rev.  Carol  T.  (Pinky)  Bender  of 
Charlotte,  N.C.,  is  the  pastor  of  McQuay 
Church. 


Black  Presbyterians  to  focus  on  'journey  to  equality' 


"Bicentennial:  A  New  De- 
sign— Journey  Toward  Equali- 
ty" will  be  the  theme  of  the 
annual  conference  of  the  Na- 
tional Black  Presbyterian  Cau- 
cus. It  will  be  held  April  13-17 
at  the  Holiday  Inn  Jetport  at 
Newark  International  Airport  in 
New  Jersey.  The  meeting  will 
include  workshops. 

Registration  costs  $60  for 
adults  and  $40  for  youths;  the 
room  rate  is  $59  single  or  double. 

Preceding  the  meeting  will  be 
the  annual  clergy  conference, 
April  12-13.  Its  theme  will  be 
"The  Call,  The  Caller,  The 
Called";  it  will  give  ministers  the 
opportunity  to  re-examine  their 
calls.  Dr.  Clinton  Marsh  will 
present  a  special  series  of  lec- 
tures. Registration  costs  $10. 

For  more  information  on 
either  conference,  contact  Elias 
S.  Hardge  Jr.,  3010  Olive  Street, 
St.  Louis,  Miss.  63101. 

Travel  and  study  in  the  Philip- 
pines and  Korea 

A  Presbyterian  travel-study 
seminar  will  take  place  April  24- 
May  11  in  the  Philippines  and 
Korea.  Participants  will  meet 
members  of  partner  churches  in 
those  countries,  worship  in 
congregations  of  those  churches, 
and  learn  about  issues  facing 
Christians  in  the  countries. 
Participants  will  lead  study 
sessions  when  they  return  to  this 
country. 

They  will  stay  in  homes  of 


Christians  in  the  Philippines, 
visit  church  projects,  study  the 
effects  of  militarization  and 
dispossession  of  land  and  other 
problems,  and  take  part  in 
Christian-Muslim  dialogues. 
The  Philippines  visit  will  last 
from  April  27  through  May  5. 

The  second  part  of  the  trip  will 
take  place  in  Korea  May  6-9; 
participants  will  visit  churches 
and  church  projects  in  Seoul  and 
outlying  villages. 

There  will  be  an  orientation 
in  Los  Angeles  April  24  and  a 
debriefing  in  Seoul  May  10. 

Participants  will  agree  to 
study  preparatory  materials, 
lead  study  sessions  upon  return- 
ing, help  partner  churches  ad- 
dress their  problems,  and  take 
part  in  a  network  upon  return- 
ing. 

The  church's  Global  Mission 
Unit  sponsors  this  seminar.  It  is 
one  in  a  series  to  places  where 
the  Presbyterian  Church  has  had 
historic  connections.  This  se- 
minar will  visit  the  Philippines 
since  it  is  the  focus  of  an  ecu- 
menical study  theme  of  the 
National  Council  of  Churches; 
the  seminar  will  include  Korea 
as  part  of  the  Philippines'  re- 
gional context. 

Host  churches  are  the  United 
Church  of  Christ  in  the  Philip- 
pines, the  Presbyterian  Chuch  of 
Korea,  and  the  Presbyterian 
Church  in  the  Republic  of  Ko- 
rea. 

For  more  information,  rail 


(502)  569-5259. 

Travel  in  U.S.S.R.,  Brazil 

Meanwhile,  the  National 
Council  of  Churches  itself  is 
sponsoring  a  similar  travel  se- 
minar to  the  Philippines  April 
30-May  17,  as  well  as  ones  to 
the  U.S.S.R.  and  Brazil.  There 
will  be  two  to  the  U.S.S.R.,  one 
to  the  Armenian  and  Georgian 
Orthodox  Churches  June  12-29 
and  one  to  the  Russian  Orthod- 
ox Church  July  31 -Aug.  17.  The 
seminar  to  Brazil  will  take  place 
Sept.  3-19. 

For  more  information,  con- 
tact the  NCCC  Ecumenical 
Travel  Seminar  Program,  475 
Riverside  Drive  #851,  New 
York,  N.Y.  10115  (telephone 
212-870-2044). 

Global  Village  in  America 

The  Philippines  will  also  be 
the  subject  of  a  "Global  Village 
'89"  at  Stony  Point  Center,  a 
Presbyterian  conference  center 
in  New  York  state,  July  1-6.  The 
theme  of  the  village  is  "Faith  and 
Struggle  through  the  Philippine 
Prism."  The  village  will  include 
people  from  throughout  the 
world;  organizers  advertise  it  as 
ecumenical,  international,  and 
intergenerational. 

Participants  will  live  in  re- 
gional houses  and  take  part  in 
workshops  and  "funshops."  The 
village  will  include  events  de- 


signed for  youths  and  children. 
The  study  focus  will  be  on 
Christian  mission  in  the  Philip- 
pines, Philippine-American  rela- 
tions, and  the  church  in  the 
Philippines:  the  struggle  for 
justice. 

Registration  costs  $40  for 
adults,  $20  for  youths  aged  12- 
16,  and  $15  for  children.  Room 
and  board  cost  $200  for  adults, 
$130  for  youths,  and  $75  for 
children.  Family  discounts  are 
available. 


Classified  Ad 

DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH  AND 
CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION  - 
970-member  church  in  college 
town  seeking  full-time  educator. 
College  degree  with  at  least  three 
years  experience.  Job  descrip- 
tion upon  request.  Send  resume 
by  March  31,  1989  to:  Search 
Committee,  First  Presbyterian 
Church,  308  West  Fisher  Street, 
Salisbury,  North  Carolina  28144. 


CAST  BRONZE 
PLAQUES 


TO  IDENTIFY,  DEDICATE, 
RECOGNIZE  AND 
COMMEMORATE 

The  f  inest  quality  costs  no  more. 


Call  for  a  free  estimate: 
AD-N-IMAGE,  INC. 
624  Wells  Court 
Chapel  Hill,  NC  27514 
(919)  942-7840 


For  more  information,  con- 
tact Stony  Point  Center,  17 
Crickettown  Road,  Stony  Point, 
N.Y.  10980  (telephone  914-786- 
5674). 

The  church  and  human  need 

The  Human  Services  Institute 
in  Greensboro,  N.C.,  will  spon- 
sor its  third  annual  Convocation 
on  the  Church  and  Human  Need 
on  April  5,  from  10:00  a.m.  to 
3:00  p.m.,  at  the  New  Garden 
Friends  Meeting.  The  meeting's 
theme  is  "Journey  Inward,  Jour- 
ney Outward — Spiritual  and 
Practical  Help  for  Persons  in 
Cooperative  Ministries." 

Registration  costs  $10;  for  a 
form,  contact  the  Human  Ser- 
vices Institute  at  5608  West 
Friendly  Ave.,  Greensboro, 
N.C. 27410. 

IlJREE  ESTIMATES^ 

•  Stained  Glass  Installations 

•  Stained  Glasa  Restoration 

•  Custom  Aluminum  Frames 

•  Fiberglass  Baptistries  &  Steeples 

•  Church  Ftirntttrre  ^--^trS 

A&H 
IT  &  STAINED  GLASS 


P  O  Box  67 

i  ;   r  i       i   ;   i  ;   \  ^ 
Phone 

Harmony,  NC  28634 

(704)  546-2687 

AUTHORS  WANTED  BY 
NEW  YORK  PUBLISHER 

Leading  subsidy  book  publisher  seek?  manuscripts 
of  all  types:  fiction,  non-fiction  poetry,  scholarly 
and  juvenile  works,  etc.  New  author.!  welcomed 
Send  for  free,  illustrated  40  p»p'  l.rrecitv 
Vantage  Press.  516  W  34  St  N 
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As  we  start  our  life  together 
as  the  Presbytery  of  New  Hope, 
it  is  a  good  time  to  look  at  what 
we  are  called  to  be  and  to  do. 
The  Book  of  Order  lists  a 
number  of  responsibilities.  Our 
Mission  Design  Committee  has 
done  a  great  job  of  helping  us 
define  our  task  and  creating  a 
structure  for  implementation. 

My  purpose  here  is  not  to  list 
all  the  possibilities  and  respon- 
sibilities; rather,  it  is  to  look 
subjectively  and  beneath  the 
surface.  What  are  the  primary 
privileges  of  service  to  which  we 
are  called  as  the  Presbytery  of 
New  Hope?  It  seems  to  me  that 
these  are  clustered  in  three  areas: 

Pastoral  care  of 
church  professionals 

The  presbytery  has  no  task 
more  important  than  that  of 
supporting  the  ministry  of  the 
Word  and  Sacrament  of  the 
pastor.  This  is  the  lifeblood  of 
the  church.  By  it  we  are  sus- 
tained and  nurtured.  It  is  the 
presbytery  which  receives  in- 
quirers, affirms  candidates,  ap- 
proves calls,  ordains  and  installs 
persons  in  pastoral  relation- 
ships. It  is  the  presbytery  which 
is  charged  with  supporting  this 
ministry  over  the  years  through 
visitation,  counsel,  crisis  inter- 
vention, care  for  families,  and 
personal  and  professional  devel- 
opment. 

This  care  is  not  limited  to 
parish  clergy.  It  should  include 
non-parish  clergy,  retired  clergy, 
and  lay  persons  who  are  called 
to  serve  the  church.  The  func- 
tions vary,  but  the  quality  of  our 
care  should  not. 

Resourcing  and 
strengthening  congregations 

There  is  a  linkage  between 
pastoral  care  and  strengthening 
congregations.  The  more  effec- 
tive the  church  professional  the 
more  that  person  can  be  a  leader 
and  catalyst  for  congregational 
vitality  and  outreach.  We  are 
talking  about  program  develop- 
ment, but  not  just  that.  We  are 
speaking  of  helping  people  to 
cope,  then  moving  beyond  cop- 
ing to  growth  and  development. 


We  are  talking  about  helping 
people  in  times  of  transition — 
the  pain  of  separation,  moving 
to  meaningful  retirement,  etc. 
We  are  talking  about  challeng- 
ing our  people  to  service — 
knowing  that  there  comes  a  time 
when  the  best  thing  we  can  do 
for  persons  is  to  expect  some- 
thing significant  from  them  by 
way  of  commitment  and  service. 

The  presbytery  has  a  respon- 
sibility to  help  congregations  be 
the  church  in  their  community 
and  to  provide  resources  and 
training  to  that  end,  so  that 
members  may  grow  and  be 
engaged  in  ministry.  We  also 
must  reach  out  to  organize  new 
churches  and  extend  the  King- 
dom where  opportunities  avail 
themselves. 

Community 

The  presbytery  is  called  to 
build  and  to  be  a  community  of 
faith  in  the  region  it  serves.  It 
is  called  to  break  down  walls 
which  divide  us,  to  enable  us  to 
share  a  common  pilgrimage  as 
brothers  and  sisters  in  Christ.  It 
is  called  to  value  the  contribu- 
tion which  every  person  can 
make  and  to  be  sensitive  to  that 
need  and  to  that  voice  which 
comes  out  of  a  different  expe- 
rience or  perspective. 

We  are  called  to  communicate 
a  vision  of  the  whole  church,  so 
that  we  do  not  become  parochial 
and  self-serving.  This  leads  us  to 
engage  in  partnership  with  the 
synod  and  General  Assembly.  It 
challenges  us  to  ecumenical 
relationships  as  we  work  coop- 
eratively in  northeastern  North 
Carolina. 

The  presbytery  must  also  offer 
programs  for  all  ages  which  cut 
across  congregations.  These 
include  (but  are  not  limited  to) 
youth  events,  outdoor  ministries 
through  our  camps  and  in  other 
ways,  programs  for  singles,  and 
various  kinds  of  leadership  and 
fellowship  opportunities. 

In  closing,  let  me  say  that  the 
ministry  of  presbytery  is  that 
which  we  do  together.  I  am 
grateful  for  the  privilege  of 
sharing  with  you  in  this  impor- 
tant work. 


1st  meeting  of  New  Hope  held 


Meeting  in  the  historic  First 
Church  of  Raleigh,  the  Presb- 
ytery of  New  Hope  held  its  first 
stated  meeting  on  Saturday, 
January  14.  The  Rev.  Richard 
Boyd,  moderator  of  the  Third 
Assembly,  convened  the  meet- 
ing. Having  been  elected  exec- 
utive presbyter  and  stated  clerk 
at  the  Third  Assembly,  the  Rev. 
Alfred  Thomas  served  as  stated 
clerk.  The  Rev.  Bruce  Ford  was 
elected  recording  clerk.  The  Rev. 
Edwin  Pickard,  pastor  of  White 
Memorial  Church,  Raleigh,  was 
elected  moderator. 

In  attendance  were  125  min- 
isters, 145  elders,  six  Christian 
educators,  84  visitors,  and  five 
staff. 

Among  the  many  enabling 
actions  of  this  first  meeting  was 
the  granting  of  authority  to  the 
Council  to  give  interim  approval 
to  the  report  of  the  Nominating 
Committee.  Also,  the  Commit- 
tee on  Ministry  was  authorized 
to  permit  a  minister  to  move  on 
the  field,  following  successful 
examination  by  the  Examina- 
tion Committee  and  the  Com- 
mittee on  Ministry. 

All  amendments  to  the  Book 
of  Order,  including  the  new 
Directory  for  the  Service  of  God, 
were  approved  by  presbytery. 

Worship  was  led  by  the  Rev. 
James  Brown,  the  Rev.  Donna 
Harder,  the  Rev.  Edwin  Stock 
Jr.,  and  the  Rev.  Richard  Boyd, 
who  preached  the  sermon. 
Elders  from  14  Wake  County 
churches  served  communion. 
The  Chancel  Choir  of  the  host 
church  participated  in  the  ser- 
vice. 

Upon  recommendation  of  the 
Budget  and  Finance  Committee, 
the  presbytery  adopted  the  pro- 


The  Rev.  Ed  Pickard,  moderator 


posed  budget  for  1989  of 
$1,500,000. 

Upon  recommendation  of  the 
Mission  Design  committee,  the 
presbytery  adopted  the  Design 
for  Mission  (Standing  Rules  and 
Manual  of  Operation.)  The  Rev. 
Ron  Gilreath,  member  of  the 
committee,  gave  the  report  on 
position  descriptions.  After 
much  debate,  the  presbytery 
approved  position  descriptions 
for  executive  presbyter  and 
stated  clerk,  treasurer  and  fi- 
nance officer,  and  general  pas- 
tor, and  remanded  consideration 
of  any  other  positions  to  the 
Mission  Design  Committee. 

Four  ministers  were  examined 
and  approved  for  installation  in 
churches  and  one  was  approved 
for  ordination  and  installation. 
The  ministers  are  as  follows: 

Paul  Windsor  Bonham  as 
pastor  of  Little  River  Church, 
Hurdle  Mills. 

Donna  Harder  as  associate 
pastor  of  First  Church,  Raleigh. 

T.  Murray  Richmond  III 
(candidate)  for  ordination  and 
as  pastor  of  St.  John's  Church, 
Durham. 

Russell  Riter  as  pastor  of 
Falkland  Church,  Falkland. 

Carl  A.  Rush  as  pastor  of 


Ernest  Myatt  Church,  Raleigh. 

The  Revs.  Scott  Andrews, 
David  Collier,  and  Burton  Sher- 
rod  were  given  permisison  to 
labor  within  the  bounds  of  the 
presbytery.  Sherrod  will  serve  as 
stated  supply  and  moderator  of 
the  Plainview  Church  in  Angier. 
The  Rev.  James  B.  Tubbs  was 
approved  as  parish  associate  at 
White  Memorial  in  Raleigh.  The 
Rev.  Polk  Moffet  will  serve  as 
the  interim  pastor  and  moder- 
ator at  Covenant  Church,  Wil- 
son. The  Rev.  J.  John  Edgerton 
was  approved  as  stated  supply 
and  moderater  at  Westminster  in 
Lucama. 

The  Rev.  Norris  Fellows  was 
approved  as  moderator  at 
Young  Memorial,  Brookston, 
and  St.  Andrews  Church, 
Henderson. 

The  Rev.  David  Sherrod, 
formerly  pastor  of  the  Pinetops 
Church,  was  dismissed  to  the 
Presbytery  of  Cape  Fear  Valley. 

Honorable  retirement  was 
granted  to  the  Rev.  Samuel 
Hope. 

Permission  to  labor  outside 
the  bounds  was  given  to  the  Rev. 
David  Jenkins. 

The  next  meeting  of  New 
Hope  Presbytery  will  be  on 
Tuesday,  April  18. 


Camp  New  Hope  and  Presbyterian  Point  are  ready 


Outdoor  Ministries  opportun- 
ities in  our  new  presbytery  will 
be  much  greater  than  they  were 
in  our  previous  groupings.  All 
of  the  pre-existing  programs 
have  been  carried  forward  for 
the  space  of  one  year  while  we 
put  the  rest  of  our  mission  into 
place,  and  then  changes  will  be 
made  in  the  outdoor  ministries 
structure  as  called  for  by  the 
presbytery. 

Camp  New  Hope  and  Presb- 
yterian Point  will  be  jointly 
owned  by  the  Presbytery  of  New 
Hope  and  Salem  Presbytery  and 
will  continue  to  serve  a  wide 
consituency  from  the  Triangle 
area. 

These  camps  are  under  the 
direction  of  the  Rev.  Paul  Rans- 
ford,  who  was  the  staff  associate 
for  outdoor  ministries  with 
Orange  Presbytery  for  seven 
years.  During  Paul's  tenure  lots 
of  changes  have  taken  place  in 
facilities  and  programming. 

Orange  Presbytery  was  able  to 


complete  a  capital  funds  cam- 
paign and  a  number  of  facilities 
improvements  at  both  of  its 
camps  prior  to  the  new  presb- 
ytery lines  being  completed. 
Thus,  we  share  ownership  in  two 
refurbished  facilities  and  we  own 
Camp  Albemarle  outright  as  a 
legacy  from  Albemarle  Presby- 
tery. 

Camp  New  Hope  and  Presb- 
yterian Point  are  members  of  the 
American  Camping  Association 
and  therefore  must  conform  to 
a  rigorous  set  of  standards  for 
operation.  These  standards  cov- 
er safety,  food  services,  nursing 
care,  program  standards,  trip- 
ping standards,  and  staff  qual- 
ifications. Both  camps  are  visit- 
ed every  other  year  to  make  sure 
of  compliance  with  these  stand- 
ards. Staff  associate  Paul  Rans- 
ford  and  manager  Karen  Bryan 
are  both  certified  visitors  for  the 
ACA  and  annually  visit  half  a 
dozen  camps  throughout  the 
Southeast.  Several  changes  have 


been  made  in  our  own  camps' 
risk-management  practices  be- 
cause of  things  learned  at  other 
camps. 

Camp  New  Hope  hosts  a 
number  of  outside  groups  as  a 
way  of  providing  reasonable 
low-cost  facilities  for  commun- 
ity groups,  and  it  significantly 
lowers  the  amount  of  subsidy 
needed  to  run  our  camps.  The 
Muscular  Dystrophy  Associa- 
tion, the  North  Carolina  Autism 
Society,  Duke  University,  and 
UNC-Chapel  Hill  all  make  use 
of  this  facility  which  stays  open 
year  around  serving  an  increas- 
ing number  of  adult  groups 
through  its  newly  remodeled 
conference  facilities. 

A  large,  remodeled  swimming 
pool,  remodeled  pavilions,  and 
large  playing  fields  assure  lots  of 
use  in  the  summer  months  as 
area  churches  and  groups  hold 
day  camps  and  day  meetings  on 
the  grounds. 

Two  or  three  weeks  of  pres- 


bytery summer  programming 
are  also  done  at  Camp  New 
Hope.  An  adult  handicapped 
camp,  a  music  and  drama  camp, 
and  a  camp  for  the  younger  age 
groups  are  all  held  at  Camp  New 
Hope.  Most  of  the  High  Adven- 
ture and  rafting  trips  also  leave 
from  Camp  New  Hope. 

Presbyterian  Point,  located 
just  over  the  state  line  into 
Virginia,  is  on  Army  Corps  of 
Engineers  property  and  is  leased 
by  the  presbytery.  Because  of 
favorable  stewardship,  several 
more  parcels  of  land  have  been 
added  to  the  first  tract  and  "The 
Point"  now  is  well  over  200 
acres. 

Presbyterian  Point  is  not  as 
busy  as  Camp  New  Hope,  but 
large  groups  of  people  use  the 
facility  throughout  the  warm 
weather  months.  A  favorite 
family  camping  destination  for 
lots  of  church  families,  the  Point 
provides  Sunday  worship  ser- 
vices in  the  summer  time  right 


at  the  family  camping  area  where 
there  may  be  several  thousand 
campers. 

An  extensive  Red  Cross-cer- 
tified sailing  program  with  a  fleet 
of  Sunfish  and  high  performance 
boats  has  been  a  major  draw  for 
the  summer  camps  in  years  past. 
More  canoeing  instruction  is 
now  being  offered,  and  the  ski 
program  now  is  offered  to  all  of 
the  upper  level  campers.  In  1989, 
plans  are  in  place  to  serve  close 
to  700  summer  campers. 

During  the  fall  and  winter 
months,  church  youth  groups 
from  all  over  the  state  enjoy 
retreats  at  Presbyterian  Point. 
Lucky  groups  may  spot  deer 
eating  persimmons  out  in  the 
grove  and  star-lit  nights  provide 
a  spectacular  backdrop  for  spir- 
itual growth. 

We  are  fortunate  to  have  these 
facilities  available  to  all  of  our 
churches,  and  the  staffs  are 
ready  and  willing  to  serve  you. 
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Korean 

specialist 

called 

The  Synod  Council  has  called 
the  Rev.  Edwin  Kang  as  the 
Synod  of  the  Mid-Atlantic's 
staff  specialist  for  Korean  min- 
istries. The  synod  shares  the 
position  with  National  Capital 
Presbytery;  Kang  will  work  half- 
time  for  each.  He  began  his  work 
April  1  but  because  of  previous 
commitments  will  not  start  full- 
time  until  July  1 . 

He  has  been  on  home  leave 
this  year  in  Princeton,  N.  J.,  from 
mission  in  Japan,  where  he  has 
served  since  1978.  Previously, 
Kang  served  as  a  missionary  in 
Zaire,  from  1972  to  1977;  as 
pastor  of  two  English-speaking 
churches  in  Ohio,  1967-72;  and 
as  an  assistant  pastor  in  New 
Castle,  Del. 

Kang  graduated  from  Soong- 
srl  College  in  Seoul,  then  at- 
tended Union  Seminary  in  Vir- 
ginia, graduating  in  1966.  He 
later  earned  a  doctorate  in 
ministry  from  Union.  Washing- 
ton City  Presbytery  (now  Na- 
tional Capital)  ordained  him  in 
1967. 

His  wife,  Mae,  was  commis- 
sioned a  missionary  with  him  in 
1972.  She  attended  Yonsei  Uni- 
versity in  Seoul  and  served  as 
a  nurse  in  Korea,  Germany,  and 
the  United  States  before  the 
Kangs  became  missionaries. 

In  Japan,  Kang  has  worked 
in  theological  education,  evan- 
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Rev.  Edwin  Kang 

gelism,  human  rights  of  Koreans 
in  Japan,  pastoral  care  and 
counseling,  peacemaking,  and 
social  and  racial  justice.  He 
studied  clinical  pastoral  educa- 
tion after  graduating  from  semi- 
nary and  taught  courses  in  that 
field  in  Zaire. 

The  search  committee  that 
recommended  Kang  to  the 
Council  said  Kang  especially 
impressed  it  with  his  "credentials 
in  CPE  and  conflict  manage- 
ment as  well  as  his  style  and 
approach  to  dealing  with  pas- 
tors, lay  leadership,  churches, 
presbyteries,  synod  and  other 
staff." 

The  Kangs  have  a  son  and  two 
daughters. 

Briggs 
inaugurated 
at  Peace 

Peace  College  inaugurated  its 
eighth  president,  Dr.  Garrett 
Briggs,  on  March  19.  Briggs,  54, 
assumed  the  presidency  last 
July.  He  was  formerly  the  dean 
of  the  College  of  Physical  and 
Mathematical  Sciences  at  North 
Carolina  State  University. 

Briggs  succeeded  Dr.  S.  David 
Frazier,  who  retired  last  June 
after  23  years  as  president  of 
Peace,  a  two-year  liberal-arts 
college  for  women. 

The  inaugural  convocation 
took  place  at  First  Presbyterian 
Church  of  Raleigh,  with  a  recep- 
tion afterwards  on  the  Peace 
campus.  Delegates  from  other 
colleges  and  universities  at- 
tended, as  well  as  college  trus- 
tees, faculty,  staff,  and  friends. 

Featured  speakers  were  au- 
thor and  historian  Wilma  Dyke- 
man  Stokely;  Peace  alumna 
Janet  Greenwood,  president  of 
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Strong  interpretation  of 
mission  in  synod  urged 


Concern  that  the  Synod  of  the 
Mid-Atlantic  have  strong  inter- 
pretation of  mission  to  its 
members  arose  at  a  consultation 
in  March  between  representa- 
tives of  the  synod,  its  presbyter- 
ies, and  the  General  Assembly, 
a  report  on  the  meeting  indi- 
cates. Participants  also  said  the 
church  should  emphasize 
growth  through  developing  new 
churches,  strengthening  small 
churches,  and  evangelism. 

The  mission-funding  consul- 
tation took  place  March  10-11 
in  Richmond,  Va. 

In  connection  with  the  con- 
cern over  interpreting  mission, 
the  chair  of  Synod  Council's 
Finance  Committee,  Peg  Aalfs, 
said  in  a  presentation  that  the 
synod  needs  "to  help  each  of  the 
350,000  members  of  the  synod 
understand  and  feel  a  part  of  the 
synod's  mission — through  com- 
munity building  and  strong 
interpretation." 

And  participants  did  decide  to 
hold  two  kinds  of  consultations 
in  the  future:  one  in  May  each 
year  on  interpreting  mission  and 
one  in  September  on  funding 
mission.  Officials  will  plan  an 
initial  consultation  on  interpre- 


Dr.  Garrett  Briggs 

the  University  of  Bridgeport  in 
Connecticut;  and  Raleigh  attor- 
ney James  K.  Dorsett  Jr.,  past 
chair  of  the  Peace  trustees. 
Briggs  gave  the  inaugural  ad- 
dress. 

The  weekend  also  included  an 
educational  forum  on  "Liberal 
Arts:  A  Means  to  Self-fulfill- 
ment." 

Briggs  served  as  dean  at  N.C. 
State  from  1981.  Before  that  he 
was  associate  dean  for  research 
and  resource  development  in  the 
College  of  Liberal  Arts  at  the 
University  of  Tennessee.  He  has 
also  taught  at  the  University  of 
Wisconsin,  Tulane  University, 
and  Newcomb  College. 

Briggs  grew  up  in  Texas  and 
earned  a  degree  in  geology  from 
Southern  Methodist  University 
and  the  University  of  Wisconsin. 
He  also  attended  Harvard  Bus- 
iness School's  Institute  for  Ed- 
ucational Management. 

He  has  consulted  for  oil  com- 
panies and  government  agencies 
as  well  as  taught. 
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George  Magnuson  of  Blue  Ridge  Presbytery  at  the  mission- 
funding  consultation. 


tation  for  this  May. 

As  for  the  emphases  on  kinds 
of  mission,  Aalfs  said  the  synod 
needs  to  develop  an  "exciting, 
challenging  mission  program  for 
the  synod — believing  that  the 
synod  and  its  presbyteries  need 
to  move  in  new,  creative  direc- 
tions." The  synod  also  needs  to 
develop  a  sound  mission-fund- 
ing plan,  she  added,  "not  a 
haphazard  one — one  with  theo- 
logical basis  for  stewardship  and 
mission  at  all  levels." 

In  order  to  achieve  such  aims, 
the  synod  and  its  presbyteries 
must  develop  joint  mission  goals 
and  priorities,  Aalfs  said.  Relat- 
ing to  that  point  is  a  major 
interest  noted  in  the  report  on 
the  meeting:  "considerable  con- 
cern over  transition  and  the  hope 
of  getting  beyond  it  intact  with 
trust  and  integrity  in  new  rela- 
tionships." 

Aalfs  said  the  Synod  Council 
wants  to  emphasize  a  "better 
understanding  of  the  inter-re- 


latedness  of  the  mission  funding 
task,  a  commitment  to  fund  the 
mission  of  the  whole  church  and 
understand  the  problems  in- 
volved, a  commitment  to  devel- 
op a  strategy  for  mission  funding 
within  the  bounds  of  the  synod, 
and  a  commitment  to  the  service 
of  God  in  the  world — realizing 
it  to  be  a  corporate  responsibility 
as  well  as  an  individual  one." 

Aalfs  also  noted  some  prob- 
lems: a  temptation  to  be  paroch- 
ial, and  the  effects  of  budget 
cutbacks  on  the  synod,  including 
the  institutions  it  helps  fund. 

She  said  the  synod,  in  com- 
municating, will  need  to  make 
creative  use  of  The  Presbyterian 
News  and  should  offer  resources 
and  training  to  pastors  and 
church  members. 

In  regard  to  giving,  the  report 
noted  that  almost  all  examples 
cited  of  successes  concerned 
giving  to  specific  programs  or 
purposes;  hardly  any  involved 
general  mission  giving. 


Group  responds  to 
charges  on  grant 


An  agency  of  the  General 
Assembly  has  issued  a  news 
release  responding  to  allegations 
against  it  in  the  independent 
publication  The  Presbyterian 
Layman  in  connection  with  a 
grant  to  a  group  in  North  Ca- 
rolina. The  newspaper  charged 
that  the  Committee  on  the  Self- 
Development  of  People  gave  a 
grant  for  $49,650  to  the  Tuscar- 
ora  Indian  tribe  against  the 
wishes  of  local  Presbyterians, 
and  that  the  Committee  did  not 
consult  with  them. 

The  grant  will  help  support 
the  tribe's  claim  for  federal 
reconition. 

The  Self-Development  of 
People  program  funds  self-help 
projects  carried  out  by  groups 
of  poor  people  in  the  United 
States  and  abroad. 

In  its  release,  the  Committee 
said  the  presbytery  where  a  grant 
request  originates  is  "the  center 


for  local  information  and  eva- 
luation." The  presbytery  does 
not  have  to  endorse  or  approve 
grant  requests;  but  "Fayetteville 
Presbytery  officers  were  asked  to 
involve  the  congregation  or 
congregations  near  the  project  to 
take  part  in  it,  which  they  did," 
the  Committee  said. 

The  Layman  said  the  Com- 
mittee asked  the  presbytery  to 
rule  on  whether  the  proposal  met 
the  program's  guidelines,  and 
the  presbytery  said  it  did;  it 
voted  not  to  endorse  or  approve 
the  grant,  the  newspaper  said. 

The  Committee  said  in  its 
release  that  the  presbytery's 
Outreach  Division  reviewed  the 
proposal  and  recommended  it 
for  certification,  which  the 
presbytery  voted  overwhelming- 
ly to  do.  The  Division  met  twice 
with  representatives  of  First 

See  Group  responds,  Page  2 
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Davidson  to  launch  biggest 
liberal-arts  school  campaign 


Davidson  College  has  an- 
nounced what  an  outside  consul- 
tant called  "the  largest  campaign 
ever  undertaken  by  a  liberal-arts 
college,"  for  $150  million  over  five 
years.  The  Presbyterian  school,  an 
institution  related  to  the  Synod  of 
the  Mid-Atlantic,  will  launch  the 
drive  this  coming  fall. 

"The  campaign  marks  a  signif- 
icant point  in  the  history  of 
Davidson  College,"  said  trustee 
Chair  Craig  Wall  Jr.  "It  is  essential 
to  Davidson's  ability  to  retain  its 
position  as  one  of  the  premier 
liberal-arts  colleges  in  the  country 
and  to  implement  the  college's 
long-term  strategic  plan." 

The  money  raised  will  go  to 
financial  aid,  faculty  salaries,  and 


capital  programs.  About  $90 
million  will  endow  professorships, 
student  scholarships,  and  academ- 
ic programs.  The  remaining  $60 
million  will  fund  capital  needs  and 
operating  expenses. 

The  outside  consultant  is 
George  A.  Brakeley  III,  president 
of  Brakeley,  John  Price  Jones, 
Inc.,  which  monitors  campaigns 
across  the  country.  "The  likeli- 
hood of  success  reflects  the  high 
regard  in  which  Davidson  is  held," 
he  said. 

Wall  said  the  trustees  have  set 
a  goal  of  $25  million  to  raise 
among  themselves.  Trustee  R. 
Stuart  Dickson  said  substantial 
commitments  are  already  in  hand. 

"Early  fund-raising  efforts  have 


yielded  gifts  and  pledges  of  over 
$50  million,"  he  said,  "and  trustee 
and  college  leadership  are  current- 
ly recruiting  the  campaign  lead- 
ers." Dickson  chairs  the  board's 
institutional-advancement  com- 
mittee. 

The  college  has  received  12 
advance  gifts  of  a  million  dollars 
or  more.  Those  include  commit- 
ments from  the  John  I.  Smith 
Charities  of  Greenville,  S.C.,  the 
Baker  family  of  Jacksonville,  Fla., 
the  Duke  Endowment,  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Perry  A.  Sloan  of  Durham, 
N.C.,  several  trustees,  the  Belk 
Foundation,  and  members  of  the 
Richardson  family  of  Greensboro, 
N.C. 


Ex-staffer  of  synod  wins 
college  ministry  award 


Mid-Atlantic 
man  to  chair 
foundation 

A  Presbyterian  from  the  Synod 
of  the  Mid-Atlantic  has  been 
elected  chair  of  the  board  of 
trustees  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church  (U.S.A.)  Foundation. 
Paul  B.  Bell  of  Charlotte,  N.C, 
is  outgoing  vice-chair  and  is  a 
former  president  of  the  Founda- 
tion. He  is  an  elder  at  Trinity 
Church  in  Charlotte. 

Bell  is  president  and  senior 
member  of  the  Bell,  Seltzer,  Park 
&  Gibson  intellectual  property  law 
firm  in  Charlotte.  He  graduated 
cum  laude  from  the  Wake  Forest 
University  School  of  Law,  where 
he  now  serves  as  adjunct  professor 
of  law. 

In  addition,  the  first  woman  to 
hold  one  of  the  Foundation's  top 
positions  will  serve  as  vice-chair. 
She  is  Helen  Robson  Walton  of 
Bentonville,  Ark.,  who  was  the 
first  woman  moderator  of  Arkan- 
sas Presbytery.  She  is  married  to 
Sam  Walton;  together  they  open- 


Efforts  to  build  a  new  Presb- 
yterian Home  in  Cary,  N.C,  are 
underway.  Organizers  are  putting 
together  a  financial  package  to 
build  the  facility  within  the  next 
year.  It  would  be  the  third  of  the 
Presbyterian  Homes,  Inc.,  an 
organization  related  to  the  Synod 
of  the  Mid-Atlantic;  the  other  two 
are  the  Presbyterian  Home  in 
High  Point,  N.C,  and  Scotia 
Village  in  Laurinburg,  N.C. 

The  board  of  trustees  has  pur- 
chased an  option  on  property  at 
Kildaire  Farm  and  Cornwall 
Roads  in  Cary.  The  town  ap- 
proved zoning  in  March,  provided 
the  facility  meets  certain  condi- 
tions. Architects  who  have  worked 
on  the  other  two  homes  are 
working  on  drawings  for  the  Cary 
facility. 

Organizers  will  ask  congrega- 
tions and  Presbyterians  in  New 
Hope  Presbytery  and  eastern  North 


Photo  by:  Christina  M.  Freitag 

Paul  Bell 

ed  Walton's  5  and  10  in  1951, 
the  predecessor  to  the  Wal-Mart 
Stores.  Mrs.  Walton  has  a  de- 
gree in  finance  from  the  Univer- 
sity of  Oklahoma. 

The  Presbyterian  Church 
(U.S.A.)  Foundation  manages 
more  than  $650  million  in  en- 
dowed assets  for  the  benefit  of 
the  church.  Begun  190  years  ago, 
it  is  the  largest  church  founda- 
tion in  the  country. 


Carolina  to  contribute  to  build 
and  support  the  facility. 

The  new  home  will  seek  to  make 
a  difference  in  the  lives  of  its 
residents,  organizers  said.  It  will 
offer  both  security  and  independ- 
ence. 

Under  a  planned  first  phase,  the 
facility  will  include  four  large 
buildings  and  15  stand-alone 
duplexes.  The  large  buildings 
include  a  main  building,  two 
apartment  buildings  flanking  it 
with  connecting  covered  walk- 
ways, and  a  stand-alone  health- 
care building  at  the  back  of  the 
property.  The  duplexes  will  ring 
a  horseshoe  drive  surrounding  an 
existing  pond. 

The  main  building  will  contain 
offices,  central  dining  facilities, 
activities  rooms,  a  chapel,  and  a 
bank,  barber  and  beauty  shop, 
and  gift  shop.  The  health  building 
will  hold  20  people  in  its  living 
unit  and  20  in  its  skilled  nursing 
unit. 

The  trustees  have  worked  for 
seven  years  on  the  project.  Bill 
Williams  has  chaired  the  board  for 
six  years;  he  is  a  layman  at  First 
Church  in  Raleigh.  The  board  is 
ecumenical. 


The  Zuni  Presbyterian  Training 
Center  is  selling  peanuts  to  help 
raise  funds  for  its  work:  training 
mentally  retarded  adults,  or  peo- 
ple with  developmental  problems, 
to  work  at  jobs  in  their  commun- 
ities. Among  vocations  the  Center 
trains  people  for  are  horticulture, 
food  service,  custodial  work, 
agriculture,  building  and  grounds 
maintenance,  and  landscaping. 

Students  at  the  center  plant, 
grow,  harvest,  and  package  the 
peanuts  the  Zuni  Training  Center 
sells. 

The  Center  assesses  each  indi- 
vidual, then  offers  training  in  one 
of  the  vocations.  After  initial 
training,  students  get  experience 
through  work  in  the  area,  then  are 
ready  to  take  jobs  in  their  own 
communities.  The  Training  Cen- 
ter also  teaches  the  students 


2  new 

presbyteries 
pick  execs 

Two  new  presbyteries  in 
the  synod  have  elected 
executives  and  another 
chosen  a  name.  The  Pres- 
bytery of  the  James,  in 
Virginia,  elected  the  Rev. 
William  S.  Morris  its  ex- 
ecutive, while  Cape  Fear 
Valley  Presbytery,  in 
North  Carolina,  has  elect- 
ed the  Rev.  William 
Hatcher.  Both  have  been 
executives  of  old  presby- 
teries that  have  helped 
form  the  new  ones. 

Morris  is  executive  of 
Hanover  Presbytery;  the 
Presbytery  of  the  James 
will  come  into  existence 
July  1.  Hatcher  was  exec- 
utive of  Fayetteville  Presb- 
ytery; Cape  Fear  Valley 
came  into  existence  Jan.  1. 
He  was  elected  in  Febru- 
ary. Morris  was  elected  in 
late  March. 

Meanwhile,  another 
new  Virginia  presbytery  to 
come  into  being  July  1  has 
chosen  its  name.  Presby- 
tery III  will  be  Eastern 
Virginia  Presbytery.  It 
combines  the  current  Nor- 
folk Presbytery  and  some 
churches  from  Southern 
Virginia  Presbytery. 


independent  living  skills  so  they 
can  function  socially  in  their 
communities. 

The  peanuts  for  sale  come  in 
plastic  bags  or  plastic  buckets,  in 
amounts  of  one,  two,  and  five 
pounds  in  the  former  and  one  and 
two  and  a  half  pounds  in  the  latter. 
One  can  order  peanuts  prepared 
in  a  number  of  ways.  Prices 
depend  on  amount,  container,  and 
form  of  preparation;  the  least 
expensive  available  is  $1.35,  the 
most  $9.25.  In  addition,  a  Zuni 
Special  Gift  Pack  contains  differ- 
ent amounts  prepared  in  different 
ways,  for  $14.95. 

For  more  information  on  order- 
ing peanuts,  contact  Peanuts, 
Zuni  Presbyterian  Training  Cen- 
ter, Zuni,  Va.  23898  (telephone 
804-242-6131.). 


A  former  staff  member  of  the 
Synod  of  the  Mid-Atlantic  received 
the  first  Patrick  Emmett  Mullen 
Award  from  Community  College 
Ministries  in  Virginia.  The  Rev. 
Dennis  Schulz  received  the  award 
for  his  "perseverance,  professional- 
ism, and  devotion  of  time  and 
energy"  to  this  ecumenical  mission 
of  the  church  with  10  community 
colleges. 

The  award  will  go  annually  to  an 
individual  "who  has  demonstrated 
exceptional  commitment  to  the 
mission  of  the  Church  with  higher 
education"  and  specifically  within 
the  scope  of  the  work  of  Community 
College  Ministries. 

Schulz  is  now  an  associate  with 
the  General  Assembly's  Office  of 
Ecumenical  Relations  in  Louisville. 
He  served  on  the  staffs  of  the  Synod 
of  the  Virginias  and  the  Synod  of 
the  Mid- Atlantic;  from  1985  to 
1988,  he  served  on  the  board  of 
directors  of  Community  College 
Ministries  and  Alliance  for  Excel- 
lence, its  affiliated  ministries  with 
minority  education.  In  addition, 
Schulz  served  as  chaplain  at  Rad- 
ford University  and  worked  with  the 
Virginia  Council  of  Churches  and 
the  Campus  Ministry  Forum. 

The  award  honors  the  memory  of 
the  Rev.  Patrick  Emmett  Mullen, 
who  was  a  parish  priest  for  Epis- 
copal congregations  in  North  Carol- 
ina, South  Carolina,  and  Virginia. 
He  served  on  the  board  of  Commun- 
ity College  Ministries  from  1985  to 
1987.  Mullen  died  in  1987. 

The  award  says  of  Schulz,  "The 
personal  lives  and  educational 

Fife  to  take 
part  in  refugee 
conference 

A  well-known  Presbyterian 
minister  active  in  the  Sanctu- 
ary movement  for  Central 
American  refugees  during  the 
'80s  will  take  part  in  a  confer- 
ence on  undocumented  Central 
Americans  in  Wilmington, 
Del.,  on  May  5-7.  The  Rev. 
John  Fife  will  participate  in  the 
conference,  which  is  sponsored 
by  Borderlinks,  an  organiza- 
tion dealing  with  such  refugees. 

National  Capital,  Baltimore, 
and  New  Castle  Presbyteries 
have  endorsed  the  work  of 
Borderlinks  and  participate  in 
it. 


endeavors  of  many  students  and 
college  and  university  faculty  and 
administrators  have  been  greatly 
influenced  by  the  Reverend  Dennis 
Schulz'  commitment  and  loyalty  to 
the  broader  mission  of  the  Church 
with  higher  education." 

Community  College  Ministries  is 
an  ecumenical  partnership  involving 
nine  denominations  with  the  10 
community  colleges  in  central  and 
southwestern  Virginia.  Presbyterian 
participants  include  the  synod  and 
the  Presbyteries  of  the  Peaks  and 
Abingdon. 

More  information  on  the  Minis- 
tries is  available  from  its  coordina- 
tor, the  Rev.  Stephen  Darr,  at  305 
Washington  St.,  S.W.,  Blacksburg, 
Va.  24060  (telephone  703-552-2473). 

Group  responds 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 

Church  in  Lumberton  to  hear  their 
objections,  the  Committee  said. 

The  Layman  said  the  session  of 
First  Church  opposed  the  grant  and 
asked  to  meet  with  the  Committee 
before  it  approved  the  grant,  a 
request  the  newspaper  said  the 
Committee  denied.  In  its  release,  the 
Committee  said  it  "was  never  asked 
for  a  meeting  with  the  Lumberton 
Church  representatives  or  any  oth- 
ers who  objected  to  the  project." 

The  Layman  said  the  local 
Presbyterians  objected  to  the  grant 
because  the  applicants  formed  one 
of  five  groups  competing  for  the 
name  Tuscarora  and  that  polariza- 
tion could  result. 


What's  in  a  name? 

The  minutes  of  the  Synod 
Council's  meeting  in  Janu- 
ary refer  to  a  communica- 
tion on  Heffner  Project 
representation.  At  the  next 
meeting,  a  Council  member 
pointed  out  that  the  item 
should  have  referred  to  a 
Heiffer  Project,  which  pro- 
vides livestock  to  poor 
farmers;  presumably,  the 
item  did  not  refer  to  the 
publisher  of  Playboy  mag- 
azine. 


Deadline 

The  deadline  for  receiving 
both  ads  and  material  con- 
tributed for  articles  is  the  first 
Wednesday  of  each  month. 


The 

Presbyterian  News 

Published  Monthly 
by  the  Synod  of  the 
Mid-Atlantic 
Presbyterian  Church  (U.S.A.) 

Mailing  Address: 
Box  10785-Raleigh,  N.C.  27605 
(919)  834-4379 

Carroll  Jenkins 

Publisher 
Robert  Milks 

Editor 
Earl  Cannon 
Circulation  Manager 

POSTMASTER.  Send  Form 
3579  To  Box  10785, 
Raleigh,  N.C.  27605 

Subscription 
SI. 00  a  year,  individual 
50c  a  year  in  groups 

Second  Class  Postage  Paid 
At  Raleigh,  N.C.  27611  And 
At  Additional  Mailing  Offices 

USPS  No.  604-120 

Volume  LV  April  1989 

154,022 
April  Circulation 


Planned  Cary  retirement 
home  gets  underway 


Peanut  sale  supports 
Presbyterian  ministry 


START  PLANNING  THE  BEST 
VCS  YOU'VE  EVER  HAD 


Vacation  Church  School  planners  in  all 
kinds  of  churches  got  the  biggest  and 
most  pleasant  surprises  in  their  lives  — 
when  they  were  introduced  to  and  used 
the  exceptional  material  which  we  helped 
provide  them  from  Augsburg.  They  were 
thrilled  by  it.  Here  they  found  large 
stocks  and  fast,  dependable  service. 

Now  . . .  with  the  all- new  material  in 
hand  for  1989,  we  are  prepared  for  an 
even  greater  response.  Orders  come  in 
from  all  over  the  East  Coast,  West  Coast, 
all  over. 

JUST  LOOK 
AT  THESE  RESPONSES 
FROM  PAST  SEASONS 

"Your  material  was  the  best  we  have 
ever  used.  The  children  went  home 
talking  about  what  they  were  learning 
and  arose  the  next  morning  eager  to 
come  —  even  the  boys!!  The  music  was 
just  super.  We  are  so  grateful  for  such 
wonderful  and  creative  writers." 

—VCS  Chairman 

"...  I  was  skeptical  at  first  and  thought 
the  material  might  be  extremist  or  un- 
suitable, but  it  is  great." 

—Presbyterian  minister 

"This  material  is  excellent." 

—Presbyterian  minister, 
Spokane,  Wash. 

"Hurray  for  this  theologically  sound,  re- 
sponsible, enjoyable  curriculum!  Hur- 
ray for  your  promptness  in  sending  out 
materials." 

—Congregational  Church 
New  York  State 

Thanks  again  for  providing  this  great 
material  for  us  and  for  your  usual 
GREAT  service." 

—Missouri 


HUGE  INVENTORY 

Outlook  Book  Service  is  the 
largest  dealer  of  Augsburg  Vaca- 
tion Bible  School  material  in  the 
U.S.A.  You  can  be  sure  of  getting 
your  material  in  time  for  early 
planning  sessions. 

SHIPPING  POINTS 

Five  possible  shipping  points, 
which  we  select:  Virginia,  Califor- 
nia, Minnesota,  Ohio,  Texas  (just 
tell  us  your  planning  and  school 
dates  —  we'll  have  it  there! ). 

SAME  DAY 
SHIPPING  SERVICE 

When  you  need  extra  speed,  call 
us  before  12  o'clock  noon  and  we'll 
get  your  delivery  on  the  UPS  truck 
that  very  same  day. 


"We  very  much  appreciate  your  prompt 
service  ...  all  of  our  leaders  are  en- 
thusiastic, and  I  have  found  your  di- 
rector's book  to  be  especially  helpful, 
as  this  is  my  first  year  in  this  position." 

— Director 

"Fantastic  material  —  but  appreciate 
YOUR  fast  service  most." 

—Director 


More  than  4,257  churches  —  from 
Maine  to  Oregon,  from  California  to 
Florida  —  have  used  our  Augsburg  VCS 
materials  and  fast  service. 

Here  are  our  customers,  by  denomina- 
tion, listed  according  to  number  ordering: 
Presbyterian,  United  Methodist,  Episco- 
pal, UCC,  Disciples,  Lutheran,  Baptist, 
Reformed,  Catholic,  Misc. 

Suggestions  for  promotion  with  bulletin 
inserts,  mailers,  posters  and  the  personal 
touch  are  in  the  kit. 

WE  LEARNED  about  this  fine  materi- 
al from  an  experienced  DCE  who  was 
serving  a  presbytery  in  leadership  train- 
ing events  for  several  churches.  She 
wanted  something  that  would  avoid  the 
usual  repetitions  and  duplications  (chil- 
dren facing  the  same  monotony  year  after 


year).  When  we  got  available  samples, 
she  liked  this,  we  liked  it,  and  the  thing 
began  to  spread.  So  here  we  go  again. 
Early! 

Every  church  will  want  an  examination 
kit,  but  time  is  of  the  essence  because 
plans  must  be  made  and  enough  material 
must  be  on  hand  before  the  starting  date 
(otherwise,  there  are  big  problems). 

This  great  material  can  make  the  dif- 
ference between  a  monotonous,  slipshod 
school  where  nobody  is  very  happy  and 
one  where  there  is  excitement  and  en- 
thusiasm. We  don't  want  your  church  to 
miss  it  THIS  YEAR  —  or  any  year.  But 
let  us  hear  now. 

Your  1989  examination  kit  is  ready  and 
waiting.  Just  say  the  word. 


Celebrate  God's  Love: 


The  Right  VBS 
FbrAlnhe 
Right  Reasons! 


The  right  VBS  because  it  helps 
students  experience  God  s  love  and 
challenges  them  to  reflect  that  love 
in  daily  life. 

The  right  VBS  because  it's  easy 
to  teach  and  a  joy  to  learn. 

The  right  VBS  because  its 
biblical,  life-related,  engaging  and  fun. 

Great  music,  solid  courses, 
creative  activities,  and  featuring  the 
All-School  Celebration  Station. 

All  the  right  reasons  to  order 
your  Exam  Kit  today. 


"When  surveying  materials  to  use...  Augsburg 
outshined  the  others  by  far  in  interest...and  content? 

-VBS  Director.  Tipp,  OH 

"lliis  material  is  without  any  doubt,  the  best  we  hxwe 

Seen  and  Used."      -Minister  of  Education,  Goldsboro.  NC 

AUGSBURG  1989  VBS  EXAM  KIT- 
Contains:  Series  Planning  Guide, Teacher  Guide  and  10-session 
Student  Pak  for  each  age  level,  Adult  Study  Book,  Song  Book, 
Family  Devotion  Folder,  Supplemental  Items  and  Orientation 
Cassette. 

Only  $27.95  ($69.00  retail  value) 


Outlook  Book  Service 

PO.  Box  C-32071 

Richmond,  Virginia  23261-2071 

Widely  used  by  Presbyterian  churches  from 
coast  to  coast  through  Outlook  Book  Service. 
Five  possible  shipping  points  which  we 
select.  Fast  and  dependable  service. 
Call  toll-free  1-800-446-6008.  In 
VA  call  804-359-8442  collect. 


Please  send  mo  one  Kxamination  Kit  (code  16-8901)  @  S27.95. 
(Limit:  one  kit  per  congregation).  Please  add  S2.50  for  postage 
on  cash  orders. 

Ship  Ui  
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When  a  'good-bye'  turns  out  not  to  be  a  'good-bye' 


Something  like  three  months  ago 
now  I  wrote  a  column  which  essentially 
said  "good  bye."  The  perspective  was 
the  fact  that  as  of  the  end  of  1988  my 
role  as  transitional  executive  director 
was  about  to  end,  and  I  was  both 
reflecting  on  the  previous  year  and 
wishing  you  all  well  for  1989. 

Then  came  along  the  quadruple- 
bypass  operation  of  Carroll  Jenkins, 
our  newly  elected  synod  executive,  and 
I  was  asked  to  continue  for  a  while. 
In  addition  to  Carroll  being  out  of  the 
work  force,  John  MacLeod,  the  admin- 
istrator of  the  Raleigh  office,  retired; 
Dennis  Schulz,  the  associate  for  synod 
ministries,  found  a  new  job  working  for 
the  General  Assembly;  and  Diane 
Austin,  the  administrative  associate  in 
the  Raleigh  office,  took  a  new  position 
working  for  Presbyterian  Homes,  Inc. 

None  of  these  persons  was  replaced, 
and  my  "continuing  for  a  while"  meant 
also  that  I  soon  learned  how  much  these 
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good  folk  had  contributed  to  the  life 
and  work  of  the  synod.  To  put  it  mildly, 
it  has  been  the  hardest  three  months 
of  my  service  to  the  Synod  of  the  Mid- 
Atlantic.  It  was  possible  only  because 
of  the  faithful  work  of  the  support  staff 
here  in  Raleigh.  To  them  I  give  my 
grateful  appreciation  not  only  for  the 
work  they  did  but  also  for  putting  up 
with  me  during  this  time  of  my  over- 
involvement. 

These  three  months  have  also  been 
very  good  times.  I  have  seen  much 
evidence  of  the  maturing  of  the  synod's 
elected  leadership.  Committee  chairs 
have  taken  hold  of  their  responsibilities. 
Committees  and  special  task  forces 


have  begun  to  be  creative  in  grasping 
their  assignments  and  designing  new 
approaches  to  ministry.  In  many 
instances  there  have  been  particular 
ministries  within  the  synod  which  had 
not  yet  been  assigned  to  any  official 
structure,  and  faithful  individuals  out 
there  in  the  synod  and  its  presbyteries 
have  sustained  those  programs  while 
they  synod  was  "getting  its  act  togeth- 
er." 

For  the  past  month  Carroll  has  been 
back  to  work  on  a  part-time  basis,  and 
beginning  in  April  he  was  full  time.  At 
that  time  I  ceased  to  be  the  transitional 
executive  director  and  he  assumed  the 
responsibilities  of  the  synod  executive. 
I  take  this  time  to  thank  all  those  many 
people  who  have  joined  me  in  this 
exciting  task  of  creating  a  new  synod. 

Lois  and  I  went  on  vacation  during 
the  first  week  of  April.  We  celebrated 
a  30th  wedding  anniversary  on  April 
8.  We  spent  that  week  in  Seattle, 
Washington,  one  of  our  favorite  spots 
in  our  nomadic  time.  Some  will  re- 


member that  we  moved  to  Raleigh  from 
Seattle  back  in  January  of  1988. 

When  the  vacation  is  over,  Carroll 
has  invited  me  to  occupy  the  position 
of  transitional  associate  for  synod 
ministries  —  that  one  which  Dennis 
Schulz  vacated  some  time  ago.  That  will 
put  me  into  relationship  with  the  three 
dozen  campus  ministers  at  work  in  our 
synod,  the  1 1  Presbyterian  colleges, 
other  institutions  of  caring,  and  the 
conference  centers  within  the  synod, 
and  I  will  be  providing  staff  resources 
to  the  Committees  on  Educational 
Ministries,  Global  and  Ecumenical 
Ministries,  Ministries  with  Institutions, 
and  Social  Justice. 

I  look  forward  to  being  around  for 
a  while. 

Lowelle  Simms  served  as  transitional 
executive  director  of  the  Synod  of  the 
Mid-Atlantic  during  its  first  year,  1988, 
as  it  merged  the  operations  of  three 
antecedent  synods. 


a  moment  of  laughter.  We  are  not 
suggesting  that  humor  become  a 
distraction,  or  a  subtle  way  of  avoid- 
ing intimacy.  It  is  all  too  easy  to  put 
people  off  by  our  jokes.  But  many  a 
bad  scene  has  been  redeemed  by 
genuine  laughter. 

Jesus  was  a  person  who  loved  to 
laugh.  Touches  of  humor  can  be  found 
in  many  of  his  parables  and  sayings. 
I  can  imagine  him  enjoying  a  good 
joke  with  his  disciples.  I  am  sure  that 
he  must  have  laughed  heartily  with 
Mary,  Martha,  and  Lazarus  in  his 
"second  home"  at  Bethany,  approp- 
riately called  "House  of  Laughter."  He 
made  people  realize  that,  like  a  ray 
of  sunshine  piercing  a  dark  and 
overcast  sky,  laughter  brings  us  into 
the  presence  of  God. 

The  bottom  line  for  Christians  is 
that  life  is  not  grim,  but  grace.  No 
wonder  some  of  the  early  fathers  saw 
Easter  as  God's  best  joke  on  the  devil. 
Easter  ends  with  comedy  (a  story 
whose  ending  comes  out  right),  not 
tragedy.  The  best  punch  line  in  history 
remains:  He  is  risen! 

Granted  there  are  some  things  in 
life  which  are  not  laughing  matters. 
Only  faith  can  deal  with  them.  No- 
thing hurts  more  than  someone  dis- 
missing our  pain  with  some  flippant 
joke.  Reinhold  Niebuhr  said  it  well, 
"Humor  must  move  toward  faith,  or 
sink  into  despair  when  ultimate  issues 
are  raised."  But  most  of  life  can  be 
redeemed  by  a  saving  sense  of  humor. 

A  little  boy  went  with  his  father, 
a  preacher,  to  a  country  church,  and 
noticed  that  there  were  66  red  lights 
over  the  chancel,  one  for  every  book 
of  the  Bible.  The  father  was  aware  that 
his  son  became  excited  during  his 
sermon,  and  later  asked  him  about  it. 
The  son  replied,  "Daddy,  you  couldn't 
see,  but  Lamentations  went  out." 

There  is  a  time  to  mourn,  but  there 
is  more  time  to  rejoice.  Will  Rogers 
summed  it  up  best  when  he  said,  "We 
are  just  here  for  a  spell  —  so  get  a 
few  laughs."  I  never  heard  of  anyone 
who  died  from  laughing! 

Dr.  Richard  L.  Morgan  is  pastor 
of  Fairview  Church  in  Lenoir,  N.C. 


Commentary 


'The  late  bloomer'  offers 
analogy  to  human  life 


This  is  the  time  of  year  that  I  am 
reminded  of  the  story  of  "the  late 
bloomer."  Every  year  Dr.  Samuel  E. 
Duncan,  a  former  president  of  my 
alma  mater,  Livingstone  College,  in 
Salisbury,  N.C,  now  deceased,  would 
tell  the  story  about  a  particular  tree 
on  the  campus  of  Livingstone  College. 

During  the  spring,  all  the  other  trees 
would  hastily  bud  and  bring  forth 
flowers  and  leaves,  but  this  particular 
tree,  for  whatever  reason,  always  had 
a  late  start  in  blooming.  For  a  campus 
newcomer,  one  would  question  wheth- 
er there  was  any  life  in  the  tree,  and 
after  a  period  of  time,  some  would 
discard  the  tree  as  being  hopeless  and 
even  dead.  Some  would  recommend 
perhaps  it  being  cut  down,  asking, 
"why  cumbereth  it  the  ground?" 
However,  Dr.  Duncan  would  always 
remind  us  that  this  particular  tree  was 
a  late  bloomer.  "Always  behind,"  he 
would  say,  "but  it  is  sure  to  bloom." 

Like  this  tree,  late  bloomers  are 
always  in  our  midst.  Sometimes  they 
are  dyslexic,  sometimes  they  are 
handicapped  with  some  form  of 
mental  retardation.  Sometimes  they 
are  truly  unique  eccentric  people. 
Behind  all  of  these  late  bloomers  lie 
great  gifts  of  creativity  and  promise. 

When  I  was  nine  years  old,  I  had 
to  repeat  the  fourth  grade.  The 
classroom  teacher  organized  the 
seating  arrangement  according  to 
student  abilities  and  achievements. 
Those  who  sat  on  the  front  row  were 
considered  the  "best  students."  Much 
was  required  and  expected  of  these 
students.  I  sat  on  the  back  row  in  the 
rear  of  the  class.  I  was  considered  a 
"slow  learner."  1  had  difficulty  reading 
and  my  classroom  attention  span  was 
short.  I  was  a  daydreamer. 

One  day  in  the  midst  of  one  of  my 
daydreams  I  was  asked  a  question  by 
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my  teacher,  Miss  Stone.  I  did  not 
know  the  answer  to  the  question 
because  I  was  not  listening.  I  was  not 
listening  because  I  found  my  day- 
dream, my  fantasy,  more  interesting 
than  the  discussion  in  the  classroom. 

Because  I  did  not  know  the  answer, 
Miss  Stone  ridiculed  me  and  made  fun 
of  my  "big  lips,"  to  the  point  that  I 
covered  my  mouth  with  my  hands. 
Taking  offense  to  my  action,  she 
reached  over  to  me,  pulled  my  hands 
from  my  face,  and  smacked  me  with 
her  full  force. 

To  Miss  Stone,  I  was  not  worthy 
of  positive  attention.  Very  little  was 
expected  of  me,  and  if  someone  had 
given  Miss  Stone  the  authority,  I 
probably  would  have  been  "cut 
down."  Although  this  was  over  30 
years  ago,  there  are  many  "Miss 
Stones"  who  still  live  in  classrooms 
across  this  nation,  attempting  to  cut 
down  young  people  of  great  potential 
and  promise. 

Einstein  was  a  later  bloomer. 
President  Lincoln  didn't  go  beyond 
elementary  school  nor  did  Benjamin 
Franklin.  Henry  Ford  never  finished 
high  school.  With  every  tree  and 
person  lies  great  promise  and  possi- 
bilities. They  need  nurturing,  sun- 
shine, water,  and  fertilization.  If 
attended  to  carefully,  they  will  pro- 
duce fruit  which  many  will  feast  upon. 

Tyrone  Burkette  is  president  of 
Barber-Scotia  College  in  Concord, 

N.C. 


Massanetta  Update 

Representatives  of  the  synod  task 
force  investigating  the  decision  of  the 
Massanetta  Springs  Conference  Cen- 
ter to  close  the  facility  have  met  with 
the  trustees  in  a  follow-up  conversa- 


tion after  the  Synod  Council  indicated 
it  would  try  to  save  the  Center  as  a 
synod  ministry.  The  Rev.  Lowelle 
Simms  said  the  task  force  would  meet 
further  with  the  trustees  to  try  and 
reach  a  resolution  and  will  also  meet 
with  the  organization  "Friends  of 
Massanetta." 


Improve  your  laugh  life 


It  was  a  rather  dark  and  gloomy 
day  at  our  Senior  Outreach  Center  at 
the  church.  The  group  seemed  listless 
and  withdrawn.  We  decided  to  have 
a  joke  fest,  and  everyone  sat  around 
and  shared  funny  experiences  or  told 
favorite  jokes.  The  laughter  lifted  our 
spirits.  One  older  man  said,  "Well,  I 
read  the  obituaries  this  morning,  and 
I  didn't  see  my  name  there,  so  I  guess 
I  still  must  be  alive."  We  all  laughed, 
united  in  our  proximity  to  death,  but 
relieved  that  we  could  still  laugh  about 
it.  We  all  agreed  it  would  be  hard  to 
face  old  age  without  a  sense  of  humor. 

The  writer  of  the  Proverbs  said  it 
well,  "A  merry  heart  doeth  good,  like 
medicine"  (Proverbs  17:22).  In  his 
book,  An  Anatomy  of  an  Illness, 
Norman  Cousins  tells  about  laughing 
his  way  to  recovery  from  a  serious 
illness.  When  physicians  found  that  he 
had  a  rare  blood  disease  and  gave  him 
one  in  500  chances  of  recovery, 
Cousins  checked  himself  out  of  the 
hospital.  He  stopped  taking  all  med- 
ication except  Vitamin  C,  and  spent 
his  time  laughing  at  reruns  of  Candid 
Camera  and  Marx  Brothers  films. 
Although  there  is  exaggeration  here, 
laughter  does  strengthen  the  will  to 
live,  and  releases  recuperative  powers. 

Laughter  relieves  stress.  Medieval 
kings  realized  this,  and  employed 
court  jesters,  whose  antics  always 
brought  comic  relief.  Recent  studies 
show  that  laughter  is  associated  with 
fewer  headaches,  reduced  stress,  and 
even  a  longer  life.  At  DeKalb  General 
Hospital  in  Decatur,  Georgia,  patients 
who  seem  close  to  giving  up  are  given 
an  unusual  prescription  these  days.  A 
few  hours  in  the  humor  room  allows 
them  to  see  videotapes  of  old  movies 
of  Laurel  and  Hardy  and  W.C.  Fields, 
and  other  reruns  of  comedy  films.  It 
keeps  them  in  stitches.  Hospitals  are 
beginning  to  discover  the  positive 
power  of  humor. 

Humor  also  helps  us  accept  our 
limitations.  We  really  do  take  our- 
selves too  seriously  most  of  the  time. 
We  are  expected  to  be  super-human 
beings,  often  trying  to  live  up  to 
others'  expectations.  When  we  realize 
the  gap  between  who  we  really  are, 
and  what  we  are  trying  to  be,  that  is 
a  laughing  matter.  When  we  can  laugh 
at  ourselves  we  are  in  touch  with  our 
humanity.  Humor  helps  us  realize  that 
we  are  sinners,  not  perfect  people, 
fallible  mortals,  not  plastic  saints. 

Victor  Borge,  the  comic  pianist, 
once  said,  "Humor  is  the  shortest 
distance  between  two  people."  Many 
tense  situations  have  been  eased  by 
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Grandfather  Home  seeks  normal  lives  for  abused  kids 


By  Rainey  MacArthur 

Can  you  love  Jimmy? 

His  mother  and  sister  were 
sexually  abused  by  his  grand- 
father. It  is  suspected  that  the 
grandfather  and  father  abused 
Jimmy  as  well. 

Jimmy's  brother  is  listed  on 
his  birth  certificate  as  his  father. 
His  mother  claims  that's  a  mis- 
take, but  child-care  staff  believes 
it  may  be  true. 

When  Jimmy  was  in  elemen- 
tary school,  his  father  died 
during  the  night;  when  he  re- 
turned home,  the  body  already 
had  been  cremated.  Jimmy  be- 
lieves his  father  may  still  be  alive. 

Jimmy  is  now  17,  and  is  part 
of  the  program  at  Grandfather 
Home  for  Children  in  Banner 
Elk,  North  Carolina. 

In  1989,  Grandfather  Home  is 
celebrating  its  75th  year  of 
ministering  to  children  and 
families.  Jimmy  is  one  of  more 
than  40  children  currently  resid- 
ing at  this  Presbyterian-related 
agency.  The  goal  for  Jimmy,  as 
well  as  for  the  others,  is  to  help 
him  find  his  way  out  of  a  tragic 
past  and  into  a  new  family  and 
new  future. 

Founded  in  1914  by  the  Rev. 
Edgar  Tufts,  a  Presbyterian 
minister,  Grandfather  Home 
once  served  more  than  100 
children  at  a  time.  The  children 
were  orphans,  and  they  stayed 
until  they  reached  adulthood. 

A  biologically  orphaned  child 
is  rare  today — but  the  number 
of  children  in  need  is  no  less 


During  autumn,  children  rake  .(and  jump  in)  the  many  leaves  that  fall.  They  are  responsible 
for  keeping  their  rooms  clean  and  other  cottage  chores. 


than  it  was  in  1914.  Grandfather 
Home  now  serves  children  who 
have  been  emotionally,  physical- 
ly, and  sexually  abused,  children 
who  have  been  called  "emotional 
orphans." 

After  three  years  of  intensive 
work  and  counseling,  Jimmy's 
mother  has  decided  to  relinquish 
all  parental  rights.  How  does  a 
child  handle  being  rejected  by  his 
mother  whom  he  loves  so  dearly? 
What  does  he  do  with  his  rage 
toward  her  now? 

Jimmy  has  decided  to  stay  at 
Grandfather  Home  and  work 


toward  the  goal  of  living  in  an 
adoptive  family.  He  wants  to 
have  a  permanent  family  that  he 
can  turn  to  when  he  is  over- 
whelmed by  joy  or  sadness,  a 
family  with  whom  he  can  share 
Thanksgiving,  Christmas,  and 
birthday  celebrations.  A  family 
that  will  never  turn  him  away. 

Grandfather  Home's  ministry 
is  unique.  Three  principles  that 
make  the  program  different  are: 
the  rage  manifested  by  abused 
children  is  justified;  everyone 
has  need  of  family;  and  everyone 
is  worthy  of  unconditional  love. 

The  love  most  of  these  child- 


Former  UTS  prof,  media 
leader  Kirkpatrick  dies  at  80 


Longtime  professor  at  Union 
Seminary  in  Virginia  Dr.  Robert 
W.  Kirkpatrick  died  Feb.  19  at 
the  age  of  80.  He  taught  homi- 
letics  at  Union  from  1950  to  1974 
and  directed  the  seminary's 
audio-visual  center  and  radio 
station  from  1953  to  1972. 
Before  becoming  professor  of 
homiletics,  he  taught  public 
speaking  at  the  seminary  from 
1940  to  1950  while  serving  as  a 
pastor. 

Kirkpatrick  was  known  for  his 
involvement  in  media.  A  grad- 
uate of  Davidson  College  and 
Union  Seminary,  he  also  studied 
at  the  American  Academy  of 
Dramatic  Arts  in  New  York  and 
earned  a  master's  degree  in 
public  speaking  from  Northw- 
estern University.  He  established 
the  audio-visual  center  and  the 
radio  station  and  started  using 
closed-circuit  television  at  the 
seminary. 

He  was  a  member  of  the 
Presbyterian  Church  U.S. 
General  Assembly's  Board  of 
Television,  Radio,  and  Audio 
Visuals  and  the  National  Coun- 


Dr.  Robert  W.  Kirkpatrick 

cil  of  Churches'  Broadcasting 
and  Film  Commission.  In  addi- 
tion, he  served  as  president  of 
Creative  Media,  Inc.,  in  Rich- 
mond. He  was  president  of 
Virginia  Educational  Television 
in  1959-60. 

The  seminary's  radio  station, 
WRFK,  was  a  classical  music  sta- 
tion and  for  35  years  was  the  only 
station  broadcasting  public-radio 
programs  and  Presbyterian  services 
on  Sundays  in  central  Virginia. 

A  native  of  Austin,  Tex.,  Kirk- 


patrick attended  Presbyterian 
College  before  Davidson,  and 
earned  a  doctorate  in  theology  from 
Union  Seminary.  Hanover  Presby- 
tery  ordained   him   in  1932. 

He  was  pastor  of  First  Church  in 
South  Boston,  Va.,  from  1933  to 
1945;  Halifax  Church  in  Virginia, 
1941-45;  and  Westminster  Church  in 
Richmond,  1946-50.  He  was  stated 
supply  at  Memorial  Church  in 
Nathalie,  1943-45,  and  Roseneath 
Church  in  Richmond,  1948-51. 

When  Kirkpatrick  left  the  semi- 
nary, he  was  honorably  retired. 
When  he  died,  he  had  been  serving 
as  associate  pastor  for  10  years  at 
the  Seventh  Street  Christian 
Church  in  Richmond  and  for  13 
years  at  the  former  Laburnam 
Presbyterian  Church  (now  the 
New  Hanover  Church)  in  Rich- 
mond. 

Surviving  are  his  wife,  Helen 
Rudisill  Kirkpatrick,  and  two 
daughters,  one  of  whom,  the  Rev. 
Bettie  Kirkpatrick,  is  associate 
pastor  of  First  Church  in  Rocky 
Mount,  N.C.  A  cousin,  the  Rev. 
Charles  Kirkpatrick,  lives  in 
Charlotte. 


Judge  reverses  sanctuary  ruling 


A  U.S.  9th  Circuit  Court  judge 
reversed  a  decision  made  in  Oc- 
tober 1986  in  a  suit  brought  by 
churches  charging  that  the  U.S. 
Immigration  and  Naturalization 
Service  (INS)  violated  the  rights 
of  the  churches.  The  case  involved 
infiltration  of  churches  in  connec- 
tion with  an  investigation  of  the 
church-led  sanctuary  movement. 

The  reversal  ruled  with  the 
churches  after  a  U.S.  district  judge 
threw  the  lawsuit  out  of  court  in 
Arizona  in  October  1986.  The 


reversal  did  not  support  the  charge 
that  the  government  services  had 
violated  the  first  amendment. 

The  original  decision,  however, 
claimed  that  the  churches  failed 
to  allege  that  they  had  suffered  an 
injury  sufficient  to  establish  stand- 
ing. The  circuit  court  judge,  Judge 
William  Norris,  disagreed  and 
held  that  the  injuries  alleged  in  the 
complaint  are  an  adequate  foun- 
dation for  standing  in  the  case. 
The  judge,  however,  also  said, 
"Because  we  are  unable  to  assess 


the  likelihood  that  the  INS  will 
repeat  its  surveillance  of  the 
churches  in  the  future,  we  remand 
to  the  district  court  for  a  deter- 
mination of  whether  the  churches 
have  standing  to  seek  prospective 
relief." 

The  Presbyterian  Church 
(U.S.A.)  and  the  American  Luth- 
eran Church  (now  the  Evangelical 
Lutheran  Church)  filed  the  law- 
suit, along  with  four  congrega- 
tions, three  of  them  Presbyterian. 


ren  have  experienced  has  been 
based  on  what  they  do,  what 
they  say,  and  how  they  look. 
Grandfather  Home's  child-care 
staff  shows  them  a  different  kind 
of  love.  God's  love  values  honest 
feelings,  not  pretty  words;  com- 
munication that  is  real,  but  not 
hurtful;  actions,  not  manipula- 
tions. 

The  challenge  to  minister  to 
today's  family  is  a  difficult  one. 
Several  avenues  for  being  part 
of  this  ministry  are  open  to  you. 
In  addition  to  the  real  need  for 
financial  support,  another  way 
to  support  Grandfather  Home's 


ministry  is  to  inform  and  edu- 
cate. Many  people  are  unaware 
of  the  crises  assailing  families 
today,  or  what  can  be  done. 

Several  people  are  available  to 
speak  to  church  groups  and 
answer  questions  about  the 
ministry.  Church-school  mate- 
rials will  be  distributed  for  use 
on  Father's  Day,  to  coincide 
with  the  offering  many  churches 
collect  for  Grandfather  Home. 

Do  you  feel  called  to  serve 
children  in  crisis?  Grandfather 
Home  needs  married  couples  to 
work  as  child-care  staff.  Also, 
adoptive  parents  are  needed  for 
children  who  are  difficult  to 
place. 

Most  importantly,  you  can 
pray  for  the  children  and  the 
staff  members  who  work  with 
them.  If  you  have  questions  or 
are  willing  to  help,  please  call 
(704)  898-5465,  or  write  to: 
Rainey  MacArthur,  Grandfath- 
er Home  for  Children,  P.O.  Box 
98,  Banner  Elk,  N.C.  28604. 

The  Lord  himself  embraced 
children  and  directed  us  to  be 
advocates  for  children  in  crisis, 
to  "defend  the  orphan."  As 
Grandfather  Home  celebrates  its 
75th  anniversary,  all  are  invited 
to  rejoice  in  this  ministry  and  the 
healing  that  enables  a  child  to 
become  part  of  a  family  again. 

Rainey  MacArthur  is  serving 
Grandfather  Home  for  Children 
as  a  Volunteer  in  Mission 
through  the  PCUSA.  She  is 
public  relations  coordinator  and 
chair  of  the  75th  Anniversary 
Committee. 


Nine  churches  approve  union 


Nine  American  denomina- 
tions have  approved  a  prop- 
osal for  a  form  of  unity 
whereby  they  would  have 
joint  worship  and  ordination 
but  with  each  keeping  its  own 
structure  and  government. 
The  Presbyterian  Church 
(U.S.A.)  is  among  the  nine. 

Delegates  to  the  Consulta- 
tion on  Church  Union  (CO- 
CU)  adopted  the  "covenant 
communion"  in  December. 
The  highest  governing  bodies 
of  the  nine  denominations 


must  still  approve  the  accord. 
If  they  do,  the  new  relation- 
ship could  take  effect  by  the 
mid-90s. 

Under  the  covenant,  each 
denomination  would  add 
"Church  of  Christ  Uniting"  to 
its  own  name.  Congregations 
would  celebrate  communion 
together  regularly  and  would 
undertake  joint  mission.  The 
denominations  would  also 
ordain  ministers  jointly.  Go- 
verning structures  would  not 
merge. 


"  KR  ..I'M   SOIR R  Y   MY  BEEFIER 
WENT  Ore p-    IN  THE  MIDDLE 
OP-  YOUR   SERMON  .  " 
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Computers  can  do  much  to 
aid  work  of  churches,  pastors 


Many  churches  and  pastors  are  beginning 
to  explore  how  computer  technology  can  assist 
their  ministries.  As  a  pastor  and  a  user  of 
personal  computers  since  1985, 1  am  interested 
in  helping  others  put  the  power  of  the  computer 
to  work  in  their  churches  and  ministries.  This 
column,  to  appear  periodically  in  The  Presb- 
yterian News,  will  attempt  to  help  readers  as 
they  consider  the  use  of  computers  in  their 
particular  situations. 

Future  columns  will  usually  contain  two  or 
three  parts:  comments  on  some  aspect  of 
computing  as  it  relates  to  ministry;  answers  to 
questions  submitted  by  readers;  and  reviews  of 
computer  programs  (software)  that  might  be 
useful  to  readers. 

But  why  consider  computers  at  all,  especially 
in  the  church?  Let  me  list  just  some  of  the  ways 
computers  can  significantly  enhance  the  work 
of  churches  and  church  leaders: 

Word  processing:  Probably  the  single  most 
important  use  of  the  computer  for  Christian 
ministry.  The  computer  as  a  word  processor 
becomes  a  powerful  electronic  typewriter  with 
ability  to  edit,  rewrite,  print,  customize,  and 
handle  repetitive  typing  tasks  such  as  the  weekly 
bulletin  or  monthly  newsletter. 

Membership  data:  The  computer  quickly  and 
easily  handles  membership  information  once 
it  has  been  entered.  This  data  can  then  be  easily 
changed  when  members  change  their  address 
or  phone  number,  or  be  used  to  create  mailing 
labels,  print  directories,  and  generate  the  many 
other  necessary  reports  related  to  the  work  of 
the  congregation  or  group.  You  can  use  it  to 
follow  visitors  and  prospects,  or  attendance  of 
members  to  assist  in  pastoral  care  and  calling. 

Financial  information:  Computers  are  ideal 
for  handling  financial  information  related  to 
ministry.  Records  of  individual  contributions 


Computer  Corner 

By  Steven  R.  Fleming 


can  be  recorded,  church  expenses  accounted 
for  (and  bills  paid)  by  computer,  and  financial 
statements  and  reports  of  various  kinds 
generated  for  church  boards  and  leaders. 

Bible  study  and  research:  Computer  pro- 
grams exist  to  allow  research  and  study — at 
incredible  speed — of  almost  all  major  Bible 
translations  as  well  as  a  few  specialized  Bible 
reference  books.  Other  computer  software  can 
catalogue  library  materials,  index  (and  retrieve) 
sermons  and  illustrations,  or  assist  in  preparing 
sermons  and  Bible  lessons. 

Telecommunications:  A  computer  equipped 
with  a  modem  and  attached  to  a  phone  line 
can  communicate  with  other  computers  across 
the  country.  You  can  search  national  databases 
for  information  not  readily  available  to  most 
pastors  or  churches.  Using  PresbyNet  (our 
national  Presbyterian  Church  U.S.A.  commun- 
ications system)  church  members  anywhere  in 
the  country  can  communicate  with  others 
across  time  zones  and  geography. 

These  are  just  some  of  the  many  uses  of  the 
computer  in  the  life  and  work  of  a  congregation 
and  its  leadership.  Used  properly,  computers 
can  be  a  powerful  tool  in  our  ministry  for  Jesus 
Christ. 

Send  your  questions  about  computers  or 
comments  to  Fleming  at  65  Washington  Road, 
Westminster,  Maryland  21157.  A  10-page 
report  entitled  "Selecting  Computer  Hardware 
&  Software" is  available  from  the  author  upon 
request  for  $3  postpaid. 

Steven  Fleming  is  pastor  of  First  United 
Presbyterian  Church  in  Westminster,  Md. 


Presbyterian  mission 
work  overseas  shown 


Presbyterians  in  mission  at  a 
medical  center  in  India,  at  a 
health  center  and  farming  pro- 
ject in  Bangladesh,  and  in  Haiti 
are  the  subjects  of  three  Mission 
Yearbook  videos  the  church  has 
produced.  Complementing  the 
printed  Mission  Yearbook,  the 
videos  inform  Presbyterians 
about  their  church's  work  world- 
wide. 

They  are  taped  on  location,  in 
color,  and  last  20-25  minutes 
each;  a  study  guide  accompanies 
each.  The  price  is  $29.95  per  video. 

"Some  People  Can  Sing" 
shows  the  work  of  a  Volunteer 
in  Mission  at  Miraj  Medical 
Center  in  north  India;  the  work 
of  Don  Cain,  who  helps  main- 
tain sophisticated  electronic 
equipment  at  Wanless  Hospital; 
success  stories  from  Richardson 
Leprosy  Hospital;  mid-wives 
working  with  mothers  of  new- 
born children;  and  Christian 
worship  in  village  churches.  The 
video  is  program  seven;  the 
Presbyterian  Distribution  Ser- 
vice order  number  is  950-88-271. 

"Crossing  the  Bridge"  tells 
about  the  work  of  Christian 
Health  Services  in  Tongi,  Ban- 
gladesh, and  the  Christian 
Health  and  Agricultural  Project 
in  Ahladipur,  Bangladesh. 
Presbyterians  work  in  that  coun- 
try to  alleviate  problems  caused 
by  river  flooding,  hurricanes, 
disease,  and  famine.  The  video 
is  program  eight,  with  PDS 
order  number  950-88-272. 

"Beyond  the  Mountain"  cov- 
ers the  work  in  Haiti  of  Pres- 
byterians from  the  old  Mecklen- 


VIDEOS 


burg  Presbytery  in  North  Carol- 
ina, as  they  help  Haitians  pro- 
vide themselves  with  clean  water. 
The  video  is  program  nine;  PDS 
order  number  is  950-88-273. 

Suggested  uses  for  the  videos 
include  introducing  Presbyter- 
ian overseas  mission  to  new 
members;  showing  Presbyterian 
mission  dollars  at  work;  and 
helping  build  community  in  the 
congregation  by  giving  memers 
with  video-cassette  recorders  the 
opportunity  to  host  small  groups 
to  see  and  talk  about  the  program. 

To  order,  contact  PDS  at  100 
Witherspoon  Street,  Louisville, 
Ky.  40202-1396  (toll-free  tele- 
phone 1-800-524-2612). 

Handling  conflict 

Two  new  videos  train 
members  of  committees  on  min- 
istry in  presbyteries  to  deal  with 
conflict.  "Coping  with  Conflict" 
tapes  one  and  two  help  commit- 
tee members  understand  why 
conflict  is  inevitable,  recognize 
warning  signs,  use  conflict's 
energy  constructively,  keep  con- 
flict from  escalating,  know  what 
they  can  and  cannot  do,  and 
know  when  to  seek  outside  help. 

Each  video  includes  a  user's 
guide  and  reference  materials. 

A  Presbyterian  coalition  pro- 
duced the  videos.  For  ordering 
information,  contact  the  Synod 
of  Lakes  and  Prairies,  8012 
Cedar  Ave.  S.,  Bloomington, 
Minn.  55425-1210. 


THE  PRESBYTERIAN  HOMES,  INC. 


A  Continuing  Care  Retirement  Community 

Laurinburg,  North  Carolina 

A  new  dawn  is  quietly  breaking.   Never  before  has  there  been 
anything  quite  like  Scotia  Village. 

This  new  community  is  located  on  66  beautifully  wooded  acres 
in  Laurinburg,   North  Carolina.  Both  the  concept  and  design  of 
Scotia  Village  address  your  independence  and  security.  By 
offering  a  variety  of  community  facilities  to  its  residents  and 
their  guests,   Scotia  Village  provides  an  abundance  of  personal 
services  that  are  tailored  to  a  quality  lifestyle.  And  best  of 
all,    quality  health-care  is  available  to  Scotia  Village's 
residents  in  its  on-site,    state-of-the-art  Health  Center. 

Scotia  Village  may  very  well  be  the  lifestyle  and  the  community 
that  will  brighten  your  day. 


•A  private,    non-profit  community 
sponsored  by  the  Presbyterian 
Homes,    Inc.   and  a  local  Board  of 
Trustees 

•A  community  with  residen- 
tial apartments,    coctages,  common 
facilities,   amenities  and  an  on- 
site  Health  Center 

•Adjacent  to  St.   Andrews  Presby- 
terian College  in  Laurinburg 

•A  variety  of  floor  plans  with 
special  design  and  safety  fea- 
tures 

For  Information  Write: 

Scotia  ViHage-2200  Elm  Avanua-Laurinburg,  North  Carolina  28352 
or  call   (919)  277-2000 


•Comprehensive  common  areas  and 
amenities.   On-site  Health  Cen- 
ter staffed  by  trained  nurses 
with  domiciliary  care  and  skil- 
led nursing  care 

•Services  designed  to  provide 
worry  free  living 

•Financial   security  provided 
through  a  $3  million  fund 
raising  campaign  and  the  con- 
tinuing care  concept 


You  Haven't 
Changed 
In  Years! 

Are  they  saying  this 
about  you? 
To  find  out  more  about 
how  you  can  make  learn- 
ing, growing  and  changing 
a  lifelong  experience, 
contact  us. 

Please  send  me  more  information 
about  Montreal's  programs  and 
facilities. 


Name . 


Address . 


City 


State 


Zip. 


Mail  to:  Montreat  Conference  Center 
Post  Office  Box  969 
Montreat,  NC  28757 
704-669-2911 


Free  bulletin  insert  on 
synod  mission  offered 

Bulletin  inserts  describing  the  mission  that 
Presbyterians  carry  out  through  the  Synod  of  the 
Mid-Atlantic  are  available  free  to  churches 
throughout  the  synod.  The  insert  is  a  four-page, 
bulletin-sized  piece  on  the  synod  and  its  mission. 

The  front  page  contains  a  map  of  the  synod,  an 
introduction  on  it,  and  some  statistics  such  as 
membership  and  geography.  The  two  inside  pages 
describe  the  kinds  of  mission  the  synod  will  carry 
out  under  its  design  and  mentions  some  of  the 
programs  of  the  synod.  They  also  contain  an 
organizational  chart  for  that  mission  and  some 
photos.  The  back  page  has  a  budget  listing  the 
synod's  programs. 

The  inserts  are  available  in  bundles  of  50.  Use 
the  form  below  to  order  from  the  Synod  of  the 
Mid-Atlantic,  P.O.  Box  10785,  Raleigh,  N.C.  27605 
(telephone  919-834-4379). 

■--  1 

I    Synod  Mission  Inserts 

|     Please  send   bundles  of  inserts  (each  bundle  | 

j     containing  50  inserts)  to  us. 

j  Church:  

|  Address:   

I  City:   

State:   Zip  Code: 


Reach 
150,000 
people 


Vice  President  For 
Church  Relations 
And  Development 

Barber-Scotia  College  is  presently  seeking  a  Vice 
President  for  Church  Relations  and  Development. 

Respond  with  curriculum  vitae  and  other  relevant 
documents  to: 

Barber-Scotia  College 
Office  of  the  President 
1 45  Cabarrus  Avenue,  W. 
Concord,  North  Carolina  28025 

An  Equal  Opportunity,  Affirmative  Action  Employer 


By  advertising  in 
The  Presbyterian 
News,  you  can  reach 
an  audience  of 
150,000  people 
throughout  the  Mid- 
Atlantic  region:  Del- 
aware, Maryland, 
Virginia,  North  Ca- 
rolina, the  District 
of  Columbia,  and 
part  of  West  Virgi- 
nia— and  your  ad 
will  go  into  people's 
homes. 

For  information 
on  rates  and  dead- 
lines, contact  Adver- 
tising Manager,  77ie 
Presbyterian  News, 
P.O.  Box  10785,  Ra- 
leigh, N.C.  27605. 
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Project  encourages  theology 
in  the  work  of  presbyteries 


Former 
PCUS 
leader  dies 

The  Rev.  James  Abia  Millard, 
77,  died  March  4  at  his  home 
in  Fairhope,  Ala.,  Presbyterian 
News  Service  reported.  Millard 
served  as  stated  clerk  for  the 
General  Assembly  of  the  old 
Presbyterian  Church  U.S.  from 
1959  to  1973.  The  coroner's 
ruling  was  death  by  self-inflicted 
gunshot  wounds  following  des- 
pondency over  family  illness, 
said  Huey  Mack,  coroner,  of 
Robertsdale,  Ala. 

A  memorial  service  for  the 
church  leader  took  place  March 
7  at  Trinity  Church  in  Fairhope, 
Ala. 

At  the  time  of  his  retirement 
as  clerk,  the  minutes  of  the 
General  Assembly  said,  "James 
A.  Millard  has  become  Mr. 
Presbyterian,  not  because  of  any 
power  or  any  prominence,  but 
because  he  has  lived  out  and 
worked  out  that  knowledge  and 
love  and  understanding  and 
appreciation  of  the  Presbyterian 
system,  including  government 
and  law,  as  expressed  in  the 
Presbyterian  Church  U.S. 

"Millard's  love  for  the  Presb- 
yterian Church  has  been  love  for 
its  members  and  ministers.  But 
the  love  has  been  also  for  the 
Presbyterian  Church  in  the  U.S. 
as  an  institution,  with  history 
and  traditions  and  laws  and 
government.... As  he  completes 
his  magnificent  service  as  Stated 
Clerk,  we  wish  to  honor  him  for 
his  Christian  insight  and  theo- 


The  African  Office  of  the 
Global  Mission  Unit  reports  that 
the  situation  in  Sudan  is  becom- 
ing increasingly  critical.  A  mes- 
sage received  by  the  office  and 
also  by  the  Stated  Clerk  of  the 
General  Assembly  reports  that 
over  500,000  persons  in  Sudan 
starved  while  the  government 


The  first-ever  mission  confer- 
ence in  the  United  States  spon- 
sored by  the  World  Council  of 
Churches  will  draw  more  than 
300  mission  leaders  from  Pro- 
testant, Roman  Catholic,  and 
Orthodox  churches  around  the 
world  to  San  Antonio,  Tex., 
May  22-June  1 .  Observers,  con- 
sultants, and  press  will  swell  the 
participant  total  to  approxi- 
mately 800  persons  from  76 


Rev.  James  A.  Millard 


logical  integrity  which  have 
served  to  inspire  confidence  and 
respect  in  the  various  meetings 
of  boards,  agencies  and  councils 
at  home  and  abroad  with  which 
he  has  been  intimately  associat- 
ed." 

Born  April  8,  1912,  in  Bristol, 
Tenn.,  he  married  Sunshine 
Hooper  of  Richmond  in  1937. 
She  survives  him  as  do  three 
daughters,  Eleanor  Vest,  Pamela 
Anne  Smith,  and  Lora  Smith. 

Millard  graduated  from 
Hampden-Sydney  College  in 
1932  and  earned  theological 
degrees  from  Union  Seminary  in 
Virginia.  East  Hanover  Presby- 
tery ordained  him  in  1935.  His 
first  pastorate  was  in  Emporia, 
Va.,  and  he  also  served  a  pas- 
torate in  Lawrenceville.  Other 
pastorates  were  in  New  Orleans 
and  Hot  Springs,  Ark. 

He  taught  at  Austin  Seminary 
from  1952  to  1959,  when  he 
became  the  stated  clerk. 


refused  to  let  food  be  delivered 
from  Kenya. 

There  are  plans  for  some  sort 
of  special  drive  to  raise  funds  to 
get  food  into  the  most  southern 
corner  of  that  country  in  an  area 
near  Kenya  where  Presbyterians 
have  had  work  through  the 
years. 


countries. 

The  World  Conference  on 
Mission  and  Evangelism  is  held 
every  eight  or  nine  years  to  try 
to  discern  God's  will  for  the  next 
decade  and  to  suggest  new  ways 
for  the  churches  to  be  in  mission. 

Delegates  will  represent  mis- 
sion councils  in  six  continents, 
as  well  as  churches  belonging  to 
the  World  Council  of  Churches 
and  national  Christian  councils. 


From  a  report  by  Pamela 
Crouch  of  Presbyterian  News 
Service. 

PORTLAND,  Ore.  —  The 
importance  of  emphasizing 
theology  in  the  work  of  presb- 
yteries is  the  focus  of  a  pilot 
program  that  began  here  Feb.  7- 
8.  It  started  with  a  consultation 
between  representatives  of  the 
Presbytery  of  the  Cascades  and 
the  Rev.  Joseph  Small,  associate 
director  of  pluralism  for  the 
General  Assembly's  Theology 
and  Worship  Ministry  Unit. 

The  consultation  was  the  first 
of  15  to  take  place  with  various 
presbyteries  during  the  next 
three  years.  Small  said  they  will 
result  in  five  model  programs  for 
use  in  other  presbyteries. 

Discussions  of  personal  theo- 
logical thinking  and  its  develop- 
ment made  participants  realize 
the  low  level  of  importance 
placed  on  theological  concern  in 
the  work  of  the  presbytery, 
Small  said. 

"This  was  an  interesting  ex- 
ercise because  there  had  never 
been  much  of  a  chance  for  talk 
within  this  group,  and  the 
members  learned  more  about  the 
other  folks  that  they  had  always 
considered  liberal,  conservative, 
or  some  other  label,"  he  said. 

The  Rev.  Taire  Mathison- 
Bowie  is  an  associate  pastor  of 
Central  Church  in  Eugene,  Ore., 
and  a  participant  in  the  consul- 
tation. She  said  the  presbytery 
council  picked  members  of  the 
group  carefully. 

"A  diverse  group  was  pur- 
posely selected  to  see  if  some- 

Candidate 
drops  out  of 
moderator  race 

The  Rev.  James  Wright  of 
Brazil  has  withdrawn  from 
the  race  for  moderator  of  the 
General  Assembly.  He  did  so 
because  he  decided  it  would 
be  physically  impossible  to 
carry  out  moderatorial  duties 
in  the  United  States  and  those 
of  a  general  secretary  in  Brazil 
at  the  same  time.  In  July  1987, 
after  37  years  of  service  as  a 
missionary,  Wright  was  elect- 
ed general  secretary  of  the 
United  Presbyterian  Church 
of  Brazil. 

Wright  had  written  to  three 
former  moderators,  who  ad- 
vised him  that  he  must  be 
willing  to  give  much  of  three 
years  to  Presbyterian  Church 
(USA)  activities  if  elected.  He 
decided  that  if  he  did,  he 
would  have  to  resign  as  gener- 
al secretary  and  also  resign 
from  the  Peace  and  Justice 
Service  in  Latin  America,  a 
non-violent  movement  in  12 
countries. 


Consultants  will  include  a  Vat- 
ican delegation  and  eight  con- 
servative evangelicals.  Confer- 
ence planners  tried  to  ensure  that 
50  percent  of  the  participants 
would  be  women,  20  percent 
Orthodox,  and  15  percent  youth. 

The  conference  will  have  a  few 
major  addresses.  An  emphasis 
will  be  on  listening  to  challenges 
from  "people  whose  voices  and 
actions  are  ignored  or  silenced." 


"One  of  the  grounds 
of  a  decision  should 
be  theology,  not  nec- 
essarily a  decision 
based  on  a  manage- 
ment issue  of  The 
Book  of  Order." 

thing  like  this  would  really 
work." 

The  group  identified  theolog- 
ical issues  important  in  the  life 
of  the  presbytery,  such  as  abor- 
tion, worship,  and  feminist 
theology.  Small  said  decisions 
within  presbyteries  on  these 
sorts  of  issues  are  usually  shaped 
by  polity  struggles  or  personal 
predilections. 

"Theological  life  of  presbyter- 
ies isn't  a  part  of  meetings,  and 
there  is  very  little  theological 
discussion  in  doing  business 
within  task  forces  and  other 
working  committees,"  he  said. 
"One  of  the  grounds  of  a  deci- 
sion should  be  theology,  not 
necessarily  a  decision  based  on 
a  management  issue  or  The 
Book  of  Order. " 

In  order  to  start  theological 
discourse,  the  Cascades  group 
will  propose  to  the  council  next 
month  the  formulation  of  a 
theology  and  worship  task  force. 
Mathison-Bowie  said  the  task 
force  would  create  ways  for  the 
presbytery  to  have  theological 
discussions  at  regular  meetings 
and  other  planned  events.  After 
two  years,  the  presbytery  will 
review  the  work  of  the  task  force; 
reviewers  may  recommend  the 


Over  4,600  youth  and  adults 
are  expected  to  participate  in  a 
youth  conference  sponsored  by 
several  North  American  Presb- 
yterian denominations.  They  are 
the  Presbyterian  Church 
(U.S.A.),  the  Cumberland 
Presbyterian  Churches,  and  the 
Presbyterian  Church  in  Canada. 
The  1989  Presbyterian  Youth 
Triennium  will  be  held  on  the 
Purdue  University  campus  July 
22-27. 

The  triennium  will  center  on 
the  theme,  "From  These 
Roots...,"  a  reference  to  the 
Apostle  Paul's  admonition  to  be 
"rooted  and  grounded  in  love" 
in  Ephesians  3:17-18.  Planned 
activities  include  daily  plenary 
sessions,  workshops,  seminars, 
small-group  meetings,  recrea- 
tion, and  special  evening  events. 

The  plenary  sessions  will 
include  worship  and  presenta- 
tions. 

Among  presenters  are  the 
Rev.  Joan  Salmon  Campbell, 
associate  executive  for  the 
Presbytery  of  Philadelphia;  the 
Rev.  Houston  Hodges,  execu- 
tive of  the  Presbytery  of  North 

Former  medical 

Dr.  James  Hervey  Ross, 
former  medical  secretary  of  the 
Presbyterian  Church  U.S.  and 
missionary,  died  Feb.  17  after  a 
short  illness. 

As  a  medical  missionary,  he 
became  director  of  the  mission 
hospital  Sanatorio  La  Luz  at 
Morelia,  Mexico.  In  1967,  he 
was  appointed  medical  secretary 
of  the  Board  of  World  Missions 
in  Nashville. 

In  connection  with  the  Mex- 
ican Presbyterian  Centennial  in 


presbytery  establish  a  perman- 
ent theology  and  worship  com- 
mittee. 

Mathison-Bowie  expects  one 
of  the  biggest  hurdles  as  the  pilot 
program  gets  off  the  ground  will 
be  emphasizing  what  theology 
really  is  and  can  mean  in  the  life 
of  the  presbytery. 

"The  general  thought  is  that 
theology  is  for  seminary-trained 
people  only,"  she  said.  "That's 
not  true.  A  person  explaining 
God  to  their  child  is  discussing 
theology.  I  plan  to  be  on  the 
bandwagon  letting  people  know 
that  theology  is  used  daily." 

Small  said,  "The  word  theol- 
ogy has  a  bad  connotation. 
People  think  of  abstract,  irrele- 
vant, philosophical  discourse.  It 
must  be  made  clear  that  theology 
is  a  reflection  of  the  experience 
of  God's  way  in  the  world." 

Plans  are  already  in  the  works 
for  consultations  with  several 
presbyteries  that  have  contacted 
Small  and  expressed  an  interest 
in  the  program.  These  presby- 
teries will  be  used  in  the  early 
stages  because  the  motivation  is 
there  and  that  is  important  to 
get  the  program  going.  Small 
said.  Later  on,  if  necessary,  he 
will  select  the  remaining  partic- 
ipating presbyteries  to  ensure  a 
cross  section  of  the  church. 

The  program  results  from  a 
study  of  theological  diversity 
within  the  Presbyterian  Church 
(U.S.A.),  entitled  "Is  Christ 
Divided?"  Last  year's  General 
Assembly  adopted  it.  Small 
chaired  the  committee  that 
created  the  document. 


Alabama;  the  Rev.  Mary  Paik, 
associate  pastor  of  the  Korean 
Presbyterian  Church  of  Metro 
Detroit;  the  Rev.  Russell  Bot- 
man,  pastor  of  the  Dutch  Re- 
formed Mission  Church  in  Wyn- 
berg,  South  Africa;  noted  Presb- 
yterian journalist  and  poet  Jim 
Gittings;  and  the  Rev.  Judy 
Fletcher,  co-pastor  of  West- 
minster Church  in  Houston, 
Tex. 

Youth  participants  must  be 
between  the  ages  of  15  and  19. 
Adult  advisors  must  be  at  least 
21.  The  cost  is  $235  per  partic- 
ipant and  includes  housing, 
meals,  insurance,  triennium  T- 
shirt,  and  a  Bible. 

Each  presbytery  has  a  quota 
of  delegates,  and  registrations 
are  already  coming  in.  The 
deadline  for  registration  is  May 
19. 

For  more  information,  con- 
tact your  presbytery  office  or 
Rodger  Nishioka,  associate  for 
youth  ministry,  100  Withers- 
poon  Street,  Room  5429,  Louis- 
ville, Ky.  40202-1396,  (telephone 
502-569-5497). 

board  head  dies 

1972,  Ross  wrote  an  historical 
account  of  the  work  of  the 
Presbyterian  Church  in  Mexico. 

Surviving  are  his  wife,  Pauline 
Ribelin;  two  daughters,  Mary 
Ross  McMahill  of  Black  Moun- 
tain, N.C.,  and  Helen  Ross 
Black  of  Charlotte,  N.C.;  a  son, 
James  Hervey  Ross  Jr.  of  Bal- 
timore, Md.;  three  grandchild- 
ren; a  brother;  and  two  sisters. 

A  memorial  service  was  held 
at  Hillwood  Presbyterian 
Church  in  Nashvil; 


Open  hearings  planned 
for  study  on  sexuality 


LOUISVILLE,  Ky.  —  Open 
hearings  will  be  held  by  the 
Special  Committee  on  Human 
Sexuality  at  the  General  Assem- 
bly in  Philadelphia  on  June  11. 
The  group  held  its  fourth  meet- 
ing in  Los  Angeles  Feb.  16-19 
and  held  hearings,  at  which  15 
persons  spoke  to  the  committee 
and  several  others  gave  resolu- 
tions from  churches  or  written 
suggestions. 

The  committee  has  been  hold- 
ing closed  hearings  due  to  what 
it  calls  the  "sensitivity  of  the 
issue";  the  group,  however,  has 
also  been  holding  open  hearings 
in  connection  with  the  meetings. 
The  next  regular  meeting  of  the 
committee  is  June  29- July  2  in 
Denver. 

It  will  hear  reports  at  that 
meeting  on  "Sex  and  the  Elder- 
ly" and  "Masculine  Sexuality 
and  Spirituality."  Discussion  on 
"Sex  and  Singleness"  will  be 
continued.  Sub-committees  will 


report  on  topics  related  to  the 
final  report. 

Other  meetings  are  planned 
for  Dallas  Nov.  9-13  and  Orlan- 
do, Fla.,  Feb.  15-18,  1990. 

The  committee  has  agreed 
that  it  will  organize  its  report  in 
response  to  the  mandate  given 
by  the  General  Assembly.  The 
report  will  include  a  review  of 
previous  Presbyterian  docu- 
ments on  sexuality;  a  consider- 
ation of  the  cultural  and  medical 
developments  which  have  affect- 
ed society;  and  a  statement  of 
a  theological  and  ethical  view- 
point that  the  committee  agrees 
should  guide  deliberations  on 
human  sexuality. 

The  report  also  considers  six 
or  seven  specific  topics  and 
reflects  on  consequences  follow- 
ing for  the  life  of  the  church. 
Major  studies  used  by  the  com- 
mittee will  be  published  as  a 
supplementary  volume  or  as 
appendices  to  the  report. 


Sudan  suffers  hunger  crisis 


Worldwide  meeting  to  seek  God's  will 


Huge  youth  conference 
set  for  Presbyterians 
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AMONG  THE 
PRESBYTERIES 

News  from  around  the  Synod 


Abingdon  prcsbyterians 
to  travel  to  Ecuador 


A  delegation  of  20  youths  and 
adults  from  Abingdon  Presby- 
tery will  leave  July  19  for  two 
weeks  of  work  and  study  in 
Ecuador.  The  trip  is  part  of  the 
presbytery's  partnership-in-mis- 
sion program. 

Participants  will  share  daily 
study  and  worship  with  Ecuado- 
ran Christians  and  visit  in  and 
around  the  capital  city  of  Quito. 
They  will  also  work  on  projects 
approved  by  the  United  Evan- 


gelical Church  of  Educador  and 
Abingdon  Presbytery. 

In  other  news  from  Abingdon 
Presbytery,  Phyllis  Canter, 
hunger-action  enabler,  an- 
nounced that  contributions  to 
the  presbytery's  hunger  ministry 
through  its  two-cents-a-meal 
program  totaled  more  than 
$19,200  in  1988.  She  reported 
that  39  of  the  presbytery's  57 
churches  now  participate  in  the 
program. 


Innovative  meeting 
considers  presbytery 


Ed  White  addresses  New  Castle  Presbytery. 


The  693rd  stated  meeting  of 
New  Castle  Presbytery  featured 
two  hours  of  docket  time  that 
involved  all  of  the  pastors  and 
elders  present  in  considering  the 
question:  "What  would  you  like 
people  to  say  about  our  presb- 
ytery 10  years  from  now?"  For 
two  hours,  the  members  of  the 
presbytery  gathered  about  tables 
in  the  fellowship  hall  of  Concord 
Church  and  shared  together  in 
discussions  about  Who  Is  Presb- 
ytery? and  What  Is  Presbytery 
For?  and  In  An  Age  of  Consu- 
merism, What  Does  Socially 
Responsible  Individualism 
Look  Like? 

Keynoter,  prompter,  stimula- 
tor for  the  event  was  the  Rev. 
Ed  White,  formerly  the  executive 
presbyter  of  National  Capital  Pres- 
bytery. Ed  is  known  for  his  week- 
end retreats  with  church  officers 
and  for  the  orientation  of  new 
clergy  that  he  has  done.  He  has 
also  studied  and  written  on  the 
role  of  the  executive  presbyter. 

Dr.  Carol  Haas,  chair  of  the 
Ministry  and  Mission  Task 
Force  of  the  presbytery,  intro- 
duced Ed  White  to  the  presby- 
tery, and  also  explained  the 
process  that  would  be  followed. 
After  the  meeting,  Roxi  Coop, 
member  of  the  task  force  and 
one  of  the  table  leaders,  shared 


how  her  group  had  expresed  a 
growing  awareness  of  the  role 
that  elders  and  pastors  have  as 
presbyters. 

During  registration,  the  elders 
and  pastors  were  assigned  a  table 
number  so  that  groups  were  well 
mixed.  Elders  from  large  and 
small  churches,  new  pastors  and 
pastors  with  long  experience  in 
the  presbytery  shared  tables 
together  with  a  table  leader 
selected  by  the  Task  Force  at 
each  table  to  guide  the  process 
and  take  notes. 

New  worship  experience 

Worship  was  integrated  into 
the  entire  meeting  of  presbytery. 
The  meeting  opened  with  a  call 
to  worship,  hymn  of  praise,  and 
a  litany  of  confession.  After 
several  docketed  business  items, 
there  was  scripture  and  a  ser- 
mon: "Faith  In  Action"  present- 
ed by  the  Rev.  Bernice  Warren 
of  First  &  Olivet  Church.  Bul- 
letins were  carried  to  lunch,  and 
the  communion  and  offering 
were  at  the  same  tables  where 
commissioners  had  dined  to- 
gether, and  following  the  two- 
hour  process  of  the  Task  Force 
on  Ministry  and  Mission  and  the 
report  of  the  Bills  and  Overtures 
Committee,  the  day  was  closed 
with  a  hymn  and  the  benediction. 


Church's  Sunday  night  service 
reaches  out,  develops  talents 


Bedford  Church  in  Virginia, 
in  Blue  Ridge  Presbytery,  has 
begun  a  Sunday  night  worship 
service  in  order  "to  reach  out  and 
offer  services  to  people  who  can't 
get  to  Sunday  morning  wor- 
ship." The  session  approved 
expanding  the  church's  services 
to  Sunday  night. 

The  Sunday  night  services  will 
be  informal  and  will  be  open  to 
non-Presbyterians.  Pastor  Richard 
Boyce  will  lead  it,  along  with 


elders  and  members  of  the  church. 
Youths  from  the  church  will  con- 
tribute to  the  services  in  many 
ways,  including  helping  lead  them. 

Guest  ministers  from  the  Bedford 
area  will  also  help  with  the  services. 

The  church  sees  the  service  as 
a  chance  to  help  its  members 
develop  their  own  talents.  Elder 
Cyndi  Viemeister  said  the  service 
will  present  "an  opportunity  for 
our  elders  and  others  to  grow 
through  leadership  responsibilities." 


Church's  project  offers  a 
housing  option  for  elderly 


By  Carolyn  Nelson 

Miss  C  is  housebound.  She 
doesn't  go  out  much  because  her 
neighborhood — and  the  world 
— has  changed  in  recent  years. 
She  is  afraid  to  leave  her  home 
and  come  back  to  an  empty 
house  alone. 

Mr.  B's  health  is  suffering 
because  he  really  doesn't  eat  the 
way  he  should.  His  wife  of  46 
years  died  recently,  and  some- 
how he  just  never  learned  to 
cook.  He  "gets  by"  on  cereal, 
sandwiches,  and  the  occasional 
meal  at  a  restaurant. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  A  are  in  rea- 
sonably good  health,  but  they 
are  no  longer  able  physically  to 
keep  up  their  yard,  and  they 
don't  use  many  of  the  rooms  in 
their  house  since  the  children 
have  grown  up  and  gone.  They 
have  thought  about  moving  to 
a  retirement  home,  but  all  those 
they  have  investigated  are  more 
expensive  than  they  can  afford. 

These  stories  are  typical  of 
situations  which  exist  in  practi- 
cally every  community. 
Members  of  Bethel  Church,  near 
Davidson,  N.C.,  in  Charlotte 
Presbytery,  have  long  felt  the 
need  to  fill  the  gap  in  suitable 
choices  for  housing/ care  for  the 
elderly.  Thus  was  born  the 
Bethel  Share-A-Home  project. 

Currently,  elderly  people  who 
no  longer  can  or  should  remain 
in  their  own  homes  must  choose 
moving  into  either  a  rest  home/ 
nursing  home,  a  retirement 
home,  or  a  relative's  home. 
Many  older  adults  continue  to 
live  alone — often  lonely,  some- 
times fearful,  and  frequently 
malnourished — because  they 
really  do  not  need  nursing  care, 
a  retirement  home  is  beyond 
their  financial  means,  and  they 
do  not  wish  to  give  up  their 
independence. 

The  Bethel  Share-A-Home 
will  provide  an  alternative  to 


This  will  be  home  for  several  elderly  people. 


long-term  care  facilities  for  older 
people  who  are  unable  or  reluc- 
tant to  live  alone,  yet  want  to 
remain  independent.  It  will  be 
a  "family"  of  non-related  senior 
adults  who  share  a  household 
and  divide  up  the  expenses  of 
running  it. 

After  hearing  about  and  vis- 
iting such  an  establishment  in 
Albemarle  about  1 8  months  ago, 
a  committee  from  the  Bethel 
congregation  has  been  working 
to  open  a  Share-A-Home  in  their 
community.  The  congregation 
has  set  aside  a  three-bedroom 
house  across  the  street  from  the 
church  for  this  project. 

The  house  will  need  extensive 
renovations  to  make  it  suitable 
for  up  to  seven  residents.  Con- 
verted garage  space  plus  an 
addition  will  provide  three  more 
bedrooms,  baths  for  each  bed- 
room, an  enlarged  kitchen  and 
laundry  room,  a  sun  porch,  and 
a  new,  larger  dining  room. 

Church  members  have  donat- 
ed hours  and  hours  of  time  in 
preparation  for  the  contractors. 
Thanks  to  volunteer  labor  by 
various  Bethel  members,  from 
youths  to  the  elderly,  prelimi- 
nary "deconstruction"  has  been 
taken  care  of. 

Various  people  pulled  up 
carpeting;  cut  back  shrubbery; 
took  down  sheet  rock  and  pa- 
nelling; removed  light  fixtures, 
plumbing  fixtures,  and  cabinets; 
knocked  down  and  cleaned 


brick;  removed  a  ramp;  swept 
the  floors,  etc. 

Now  the  "reconstruction"  is 
moving  ahead.  Contractors  have 
begun  the  work  necessary  to  make 
the  house  ready  for  occupancy. 

The  church  hopes  to  open  the 
house  by  August.  What  can 
residents  expect? 

They  will  live  as  a  "family." 
Each  will  have  a  private  or  semi- 
private  (one  room  is  large 
enough  to  share)  room  and  bath. 
The  house  will  be  staffed  24 
hours  a  day,  and  residents  wll 
be  provided  with  all  meals, 
housekeeping  and  laundry,  and 
transportation  to  and  from  ap- 
pointments, shopping,  and  church. 

Each  resident  will  furnish  his 
or  her  own  bedroom.  Common 
areas  will  be  furnished  by  the 
Share-A-Home.  Members  of 
Bethel  have  been  generous  in 
donating  articles  for  the  home. 

The  Share-A-Home  will  be  a 
self-supporting,  non-profit  ven- 
ture. Residents  will  pay  a  month- 
ly fee  based  on  the  amount 
necessary  to  meet  operating 
expenses  and  monthly  mortgage 
payments. 

The  goal  of  the  Bethel  con- 
gregation is  to  make  residence 
in  the  Share-A-Home  a  possibil- 
ity for  any  member  of  the  com- 
munity, regardless  of  financial 
status.  It  is  hoped  that  a  person 
will  be  able  to  live  in  the  home 
even  if  his  or  her  only  income 
is  from  Social  Security. 


Workshop  project  ministers 
to  prison  superintendents 


By  Ginny  Couch 

The  former  Presbytery  of  Con- 
cord leaves  to  its  successor  presb- 
yteries an  unusual  legacy  in  prison 
ministry. 

Over  the  last  year  and  a  half, 
the  Presbytery  of  Concord  pro- 
vided a  series  of  Stress  Manage- 
ment and  Support  Workshop/ 
Retreats  for  prison  unit  superin- 
tendents of  the  Western  Area  of 
the  North  Carolina  Department  of 
Corrections. 

"North  Carolina,  like  a  number 
of  other  states,  suffers  from 
overcrowded  prison  facilities  and 
periodically  faces  the  threat  of  a 
federal  takeover  of  its  prison 
system.  Many  of  its  unit  superin- 
tendents, having  worked  their  way 
up  through  the  ranks  and  put  in 
long  years  of  service,  are  subject 
to  a  great  deal  of  stress,"  said 
Ginny  (Mrs.  W.D.)  Couch,  who 
chaired  Concord's  prison  ministry 
subcommittee.  "It  is  in  this  con- 
text that  prison  ministry  efforts 
take  place." 

Couch  and  Harriet  (Mrs.  Clar- 
ence) Lipe,  Mooresville,  had 
surveyed  the  superintendents  of 
the  prison  units  within  Concord's 
bounds  as  to  ways  in  which  a 
church  or  groups  of  churches 
could  assist  their  particular  prison 


unit.  These  individual  surveys 
have  since  been  shared  with  actual 
or  potential  prison  ministry  sup- 
port groups  in  many  parts  of  the 
presbytery. 

Upon  receiving  a  copy  of  the 
survey,  David  Hawley,  adminis- 
trator of  the  Western  Area  of  the 
North  Carolina  Department  of 
Corrections,  called  Couch  with  a 
proposal  for  a  series  of  workshop/ 
retreats  for  his  superintendents. 
Couch,  Lipe,  the  Rev.  James 
Cockerham,  Gastonia,  and  the 
Rev.  Caroline  Gourley,  associate 
general  presbyter  for  ministers  of 
the  Presbytery  of  Concord,  met 
with  Hawley  and  his  administra- 
tive staff  at  Hudson,  N.C.,  and 
caught  a  vision  of  an  extraordi- 
nary service  that  the  presbytery 
could  render. 

From  Hawley 's  request  eventu- 
ated a  unique  model  of  ministry: 
a  series  of  workshop/ retreats  for 
prison  superintendents  "which 
would  result  in  positive  changes 
in  the  milieu  of  prison  units, 
impacting  the  employees,  inmates 
and  volunteers,  thus  facilitating 
the  prison  ministries  through 
churches  in  Concord  Presbytery." 

The  initial  workshop  in  Sep- 
tember 1987  dealt  with  "Stress 
Management"  and  the  hurts  of 
hardworking  superintendents  who 


"had  not  felt  that  church  people 
actually  cared  much  about  them 
but  felt  more  that  the  emphasis 
had  been  on  caring  for  inmates," 
according  to  the  Rev.  J.  John 
Edgerton,  Presbyterian  minister/ 
counselor  who  directed  it. 

The  1988  workshops,  led  by  the 
Rev.  Howard  Doerle,  were  cen- 
tered around  "Conflict  Manage- 
ment" and  "Burnout:  Its  Treat- 
ment and  Prevention." "There  has 
been  no  other  program  of  this  type 
provided  for  them  either  by  the 
state,  or  other  organizations.  This 
unique  ministry  is  not  only  appre- 
ciated, but  has  been  recommended 
to  other  parts  of  the  state  system," 
said  Doerle. 

In  evaluating  this  series  of 
workshop/ retreats,  Hawley  wrote 
Couch:  "The  unseen  accomplish- 
ment has  been  the  gradual  opening 
of  the  Superintendents  to  their 
local  religious  community.  Each 
Superintendent  is  being  more 
supportive  of  their  local  religious 
volunteers  and  chaplains.  I  believe 
they  are  more  open  to  try  activities 
recommended  by  the  volunteers." 

Already,  Western  Area  DOC 
superintendents  have  ideas  for 
future  workshop/ retreats  which 
they  hope  they  can  work  out  with 
the  new  presbyteries. 
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Education  is  a  cornerstone 
of  Barium  Springs  Home 


A  child's  education  plays  a 
very  important  role  in  becoming 
a  self-confident,  successful 
adult.  Therefore,  the  programs 
of  Barium  Springs  strive  to 
provide  the  best  possible  educa- 
tion available. 

Youths  in  the  Home's  two 
residential  centers,  the  Adoles- 
cent and  Pre-Adolescent  Cen- 
ters, attend  special  education 
schools  on  campus  where  they 
receive  the  attention  and  focus 
they  need.  Small  classes  allow 
for  extra  help  from  teachers, 
individual  lesson  planning,  and 
less  distractions  from  others. 

The  on-campus  schools  give 
chldren  who  are  failing  before 
coming  to  Barium  the  ways  and 
means  to  catch  up.  Once  they 
are  able  to  achieve  some  success 
they  can  begin  to  have  new 
expectations  of  their  own  abil- 
ities. Hopefully,  they  can  return 
home  at,  or  closer  to,  their  true 
grade  levels. 

In  addition,  the  on-campus 
schools  try  to  provide  some 
activities  similar  to  that  of  a 
public  school  such  as  dances, 
school-wide  activities,  events, 
and  field  trips.  These  activities 
not  only  make  an  ordinary 
school  day  a  more  exciting 
learning  experience,  but  they 
also  provide  some  familiarity  to 
the  children  as  they  return  to 
public  school  where  such  events 
often  take  place. 

For  example:  both  schools 
recently  had  Valentine's  Day 
dances  for  the  children;  the  Pre- 
Adolescent  Center  School  had  a 
representative  from  the  North 
Carolina  State  Museum  of  Nat- 
ural History  in  Raleigh  to  teach 
the  children  about  reptiles  and 
amphibians,  complete  with  live 
examples;  and  the  Adolescent 
Center  School  celebrated  Black 
History  Month  with  a  series  of 
events. 

The  two  residential  centers 
work  with  families  as  well  as 
their  children.  This  means  that 
the  staff  involves  the  child's 
family,  legal  guardian,  custodi- 
an, or  relative  as  much  as  pos- 
sible throughout  the  child's  stay 
at  Barium. 

In  order  to  involve  the  parent 
or  guardian  in  the  child's  edu- 
cation, the  staff  might  arrange 
for  the  parent  to  help  the  child 
with  a  particularly  tough  sub- 
ject, or  do  a  parent-child  project 
for  school.  Circumstances  for 
every  family  and  child  are  dif- 
ferent, so  there  are  many  differ- 
ent ways  to  involve  a  family  with 
their  child's  education. 

Some  of  the  children  may 
always  need  special  education. 
Our  staff  works  with  the  officials 
in  the  child's  school  and  with  the 
family  to  find  the  most  approp- 
riate educational  services  avail- 
able in  their  home  community. 
This  makes  transition  for  the 
child  back  into  the  family  and 
back  into  school  a  little  easier 
because  the  child,  family,  and 
school  system  all  know  what  to 
expect  from  each  other. 

Education  is  an  important 


part  of  a  child's  life  and  goes 
beyond  reading,  writing,  and 
arithmetic.  Helping  a  child  and 
family  get  the  most  from  the 


total  education  process  is  only 
one  of  the  functions  of  the 
Adolescent  and  Pre-Adolescent 
Centers. 


Chris,  left,  from  the  Museum  of  Natural  History  in  Raleigh, 
lets  some  Pre-Adolescent  Center  youth  examine  a  live  boa 
constrictor 


...Or 
So  It 
Seems 


Many  of  us  spend  more  wak- 
ing hours  with  the  people  with 
whom  we  work  than  than  with 
family  or  anyone  else.  For  too 
many,  these  are  not  pleasant 
hours.  Tension  and  strife  in  the 
work  place  is  all  too  common. 

I  feel  blessed  to  work  with  the 
people  here.  They  are  able, 
conscientious,  efficient,  and, 
most  of  all,  fun.  I  find  this  true 
throughout  the  staff  —  all  80 
plus.  But  since  I  spend  more  time 
with  the  staff  of  the  main  office, 
they  provide  most  of  my  joy. 

My  thanks  for  what  they  do 
and  my  respect  for  who  they  are 
—  Bette  Chastain,  receptionist; 


Earle  Frazier,  ACSW 
Executive  Director 

Rochelle  Haimes,  campus  ad- 
ministrator; Connie  Brown, 
secretary;  Reade  Baker,  director 
of  development;  Lisa  Crater, 
administrative  assistant;  Martha 
Upright,  secretary;  Sharon  Sar- 
gent, assistant  bookkeeper;  Kat- 
hleen Lederer,  payroll  clerk; 
Linda  Parker,  chief  bookkeeper. 
I  hope  their  combined  85  plus 
years  of  work  at  Barium  has 
been  as  enjoyable  as  they,  and 
others,  have  made  my  18  years. 


"Hub"  being  renovated 


Adolescent  Center  youth 
had  a  great  time  at  the  Val- 
entine's Day  Dance. 


Barium 
Alumni 
News 


Lucille  Long  Wallace,  Class  of 
1932,  is  a  resident  at  the  Masonic 
Home,  700  South  Holden  Road, 
Greensboro,  N.C.  27407.  She 
would  love  to  hear  from  alumni. 


Jimmie  Lue  Scott,  Adoles- 
cent Center  cook,  was  ho- 
nored during  Black  History 
Month. 


Having  fun  is  an  important 
part  of  life  at  Barium  Springs. 
Our  children  like  the  same  sorts 
of  things  most  children  10  to  19 
do:  movies,  TV,  outings,  time 
with  friends,  loud  music,  dances, 
table  and  video  games.  We  do 
need  to  provide  close  supervi- 
sion when  dealing  with  troubled 
youths  in  order  to  teach  approp- 
riate ways  of  interacting. 

Occasionally  a  cottage  group 
will  go  out  to  dinner  or  to  see 
a  movie,  but  with  cottage  groups 
of  eight  or  nine  children  it  is  hard 
for  two  or  more  cottages  to  do 
much  together.  Sixteen  to  18 
troubled  teenagers  in  a  restau- 
rant, movie  theater,  or  video 


The  Hub  during  renovation 


arcade  can  be  quite  a  handful 
to  supervise  for  two  to  four  staff 
members. 

Now  there  is  another  alternative 
where  our  youths  can  have  fun  and 
learn  to  get  along  with  others.  With 
$3,000  from  the  Cannon  Funds,  an 
annual  trust  distribution,  staff  and 
children  recently  began  working 
together  to  fix  up  the  "Hub,"  an  on- 
campus  recreation  room. 

The  Hub  has  been  used  for  about 
20  years,  so  both  the  area  and  the 
equipment  were  well  worn  and  badly 
in  need  of  cleaning  and  repair. 

Children  and  staff  cleaned  and 
painted  the  entire  area,  and  a 
parent  of  one  of  the  children 
helped  repair  the  table  games.  It 
was  a  group  effort  that  really 
paid  off.  Video  games,  a  drink 
machine,  a  stereo,  and  other 
table  games  have  been  added, 
and  there  are  plans  to  add 
exercise  equipment. 

The  Hub  is  an  area  where 
boys'  and  girls'  cottages  can  get 
together  to  have  fun  in  a  super- 
vised, controllable  environment. 
Staff  and  children  alike  are 
excited  about  having  a  place 
where  they  can  relax,  let  off 
steam,  and  have  a  good  time. 


Pen  &  Ink  Drawings 
of  the  Original  Buildings 
of  Barium  Springs  Home 
for  Children 


Clip  Out  Form  &  Mail  To  Order 

To  Order:  Fill  out  form  below:  send  with  check  or  money  order  before 
May  31,1 989  to  Barium  Springs  Home  For  Children,  P.O. 
Box  1 ,  Barium  Springs,  NC  2801 0. 

SET  OF  17  PRINTS;  $99.95  per  set 
8  1/2x11         No.  of  Sets  


The  original  Little  Joe's  Church 


INDIVIDUAL  PRINTS  - 10  x  14  $10  each 

NAME  QUANTITY 

1 .  Alexander  Building  (Shoe  Shop)   

2.  Annie  Louise  Cottage   

3.  Elementary  School  (New  School)   

4.  Howard  Cottage   

5.  Jennie  Gilmer  Cottage   

6.  Lee's  Cottage   

7.  Little  Joe's  Presbyterian  Church   

8.  Lottie  Walker  Woman's  Building   

9.  McNair  (Old  School  Building)   

10.  Rumple  Hall  (Dining  Hall)   

1 1 .  Sprunt  Infirmary   

12.  Stowe  Baby  Cottage   

13.  Synod's  Cottage   

14.  Boyd  Cottage   

15.  Burrough  Office  Building   

16.  Oakland  Superintendent's  Home   

17.  Round  Knob   


BOX  OF  17  NOTE  CARDS,  ENVS. 
$5.25  Per  Box     No.  of  Boxes  , 


(One  print  of  each  building  per  box) 

18  x  22  Collage  of  all  17  buildings 
$25  Per  Print      No.  of  Prints  


Total  Amount  Enclosed 


Name 


Address . 
City  


St. 


Zip  Code  

Orders  cannot  be  filled  unless  they  are 
prepaid.  Orders  not  picked  up  at 
Homecoming  will  be  mailed  shortly 
thereafter. 


Kfta  urn*,  t  '.u 
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Lynn  sheds  light  on  history 
of  Protestant  education 


"It  has  been  decades  since 
leaders  of  mainstream  churches 
have  defined  the  unified  purpose 
of  Protestant  education,"  de- 
clared Robert  W.  Lynn  as  he 
addressed  alumni  and  friends  of 
Union  Theological  Seminary  in 
Virginia  at  the  seminary's  annual 
Sprunt  Lectures.  Lynn  is  the 
senior  vice-president  for  religion 
with  Lilly  Endowment,  Inc.,  an 
Indianapolis-based  foundation 
which  endows  and  supports  a 
wide  range  of  civic,  cultural,  and 
religious  efforts. 

In  a  series  of  five  lectures 
entitled  "Visions  of  Church  and 
Commonwealth,"  Lynn  present- 
ed the  predicament  of  main- 
stream Protestantism  today  and 
factors  contributing  to  its  pres- 
ent decline  in  membership.  Not- 
ing that  the  Puritan  values  of 
religion  and  education  were  once 
inseparable  elements  of  the 
emerging  United  States  republic, 
Lynn  traced  the  history  of  Chris- 
tian education  from  Puritanism, 
common  schools,  and  later  the 
Christian  day  schools,  whose 
goal  it  was  to  change  the  health 
of  the  nation  through  education, 
to  today's  public  and  private 
schools,  whose  distinctions  be- 
tween church  and  state  become 
more  pronounced  each  day. 

Lynn's  reseach  has  led  him  to 
believe  that  the  solid  core  of 
common  beliefs  and  convictions 
which  once  shaped  the  educa- 
tional institutions  of  bygone  eras 
(i.e.,  family,  congregations, 
Sunday  schools,  public  schools, 
universities,  colleges,  and  semi- 
naries) no  longer  incorporates 
the  same  strength  of  mission  and 
vision  it  once  had. 

The  impact  of  this  change  is 
widely  felt  in  each  segment  of 
this  educational  chain.  Lynn 
noted  that  the  current  forces 
pressing  on  seminaries  today  are 
the  result  of  fragmentation  of 
institutions  which  formerly  had 
prepared  students  for  Christian 
service  from  the  time  of  birth. 
And  that  picture  is  not  likely  to 
change  any  time  soon,  he  added. 

In  one  lecture,  Lynn  described 
the  early  19th  century  concept 
of  the  United  States  as  a  "city 
on  a  hill,"  surrounded  by  for- 
tresses, walls,  and  boundaries, 
whose  virtue  would  come  from 
an  educated  public.  Those  who 


Lecturer  Robert  Lynn  clarifies  a  point  with  James  E.  Atwood 
during  a  break  in  the  day's  lectures. 


were  in  covenant  with  God 
became  embodiments  of  God's 
grace.  As  parents,  pastors,  ed- 
ucators, they  saw  education  as 
the  instrument  of  the  continuing 
reformation. 

The  goal  was  noble  but  dif- 
ficult to  achieve,  for  a  second 
vision  began  to  emerge — the 
wilderness  city  of  the  west.  To 
guard  against  the  threat  of 
"barbarism"  to  the  pioneers  (not 
only  from  enemies  and  harsh 
conditions,  but  from  the  mere 
absence  of  their  Christian  roots 
and  structures),  Christian  edu- 
cators and  ministers  formed  the 
second  wave  of  migration  to  the 
west  to  ensure  proper  education 
and  continuance  of  religious 
practices  among  the  early 
settlers. 

Another  goal  solidified  early 
Protestant  educators.  Thoughts 
of  the  millennium  spurred  our 
forebears  to  work  toward  the 
building  of  a  Christian  nation  in 
preparation  for  that  future  day, 
Lynn  continued.  Though  mem- 
bership began  declining,  they 
pressed  on  with  eyes  to  the 
future,  replenishing  their  flocks 
with  harvests  from  revivals. 

However,  the  Puritan  passion 
for  education  gradually  began  to 
fade  and  was  replaced  by  a  new 
focus,  fanned  by  the  flames  of 
Darwin's  arguments,  biblical 
criticism,  and  the  post-Civil  War 
industrial  boom.  Some  saw  the 
vision  of  an  "open  city,"  one 
which  had  no  walls,  which  drew 
its  enemies  in,  and  sought  the 


truth  through  dialogue. 

The  responsibility  of  the  fam- 
ily as  primary  nurturer  and 
educator  also  began  to  change. 
Lynn  recalled  early  theologian 
Horace  Bushnell's  belief  that 
"the  church  in  the  home"  made 
it  primary  agent  of  Christian 
education.  This  teaching  of 
values  from  childhood  was  ex- 
pected to  have  an  exponential 
effect  on  succeeding  generations, 
thus  propagating  the  faith  and 
strengthening  the  republic. 

But  by  the  first  half  of  the  20th 
century,  the  term  "family"  was 
being  used  to  describe  both  church 
and  business  institutions.  Nurture 
became  confused  with  education. 
This  nurturing  posture  became 
almost  casual  rather  than  inten- 
tional. By  now,  the  millennium 
was  an  embarrassment,  Purita- 
nism had  evaporated,  and  a  sep- 
aration of  the  Reformation  and 
education  had  taken  place. 

Although  Lynn  painted  a 
vivid  picture  leading  to  the 
decline  in  membership  of  20th- 
century  mainstream  Protestant- 
ism, his  outlook  for  the  future 
was  far  from  gloomy.  "We  are 
now  in  the  eye  of  the  storm," 
he  said,  "and  are  able  quietly  to 
assess  the  past  and  the  future." 
He  advised  his  audience  that 
now  is  the  time  to  reflect  on  our 
Christian  roots,  marshal  our 
forces,  and  put  into  place  a 
vision  for  the  future  which  is 
solidly  grounded  in  our  faith  and 
relevant  to  the  church  of  today 
and  tomorrow. 


Professor  gains  tenure;  gives 
address  at  Sprunt  Lectures 


Douglas  F.  Ottati  gained 
tenure  as  associate  professor  of 
theology  at  Union  Theological 
Seminary  following  his  inaugu- 
ral address  at  the  seminary's 
1989  Sprunt  Lecture  series. 

Ottati  came  to  Union  Semi- 
nary in  1977,  having  taught 
previously  at  King's  College  in 
Wilkes-Barre,  Penn.,  and  at 
Concordia  College  in  Moor- 
head,  Minn.  He  received  degrees 
from  the  University  of  Pennsyl- 
vania  (A.B.  and  M.A.)  and  the 
University  of  Chicago  (Ph.D.). 

His  recent  book,  Jesus  Christ 
and  Christian  Vision,  was  re- 


Dr.  Douglas  Ottati 

viewed  as  "a  creative  approach 
to  Jesus'  humanity  and  divini- 
ty...speaking  directly  to  contem- 
porary believers."  Ottati  is  con- 


vinced that  Jesus  Christ  remains 
the  vital  clue  to  the  mystery 
which  pervades  our  own  lives, 
values,  and  commitments.  He  is 
the  author  of  other  books  and 
articles  on  Christian  theology  in- 
cluding articles  to  the  Abingdon 
Dictionary  of  Living  Religions. 

Ottati  has  taught  continuing- 
education  courses  and  will  lec- 
ture on  theological  ethics  during 
the  1989  Interpreting  the  Faith 
conference  for  preachers  in  July. 

Friends,  students,  and  col- 
leagues congratulated  Ottati  at 
a  reception  following  the  inaug- 
ural address  in  Schauffler  Hall. 


Seminary  echoes  estate 
planning  emphasis 


"Why  should  I  make  out  a 
will?  I  don't  have  enough  of  an 
estate  to  qualify.  My  spouse  will 
inherit  my  money  anyway.  I 
don't  need  a  will  because  my 
children  will  get  all  of  my  estate. 
I'm  too  young  for  a  will."  These 
are  just  a  few  of  the  excuses  we 
may  give  for  not  drafting  a  will. 

The  Presbyterian  Church  rec- 
ognizes that  when  people  die 
without  a  will,  the  state  disposes 
of  their  estates.  This  option  is 
often  not  in  the  best  interests  of 
the  remaining  family,  either 
financially  or  physically.  There- 
fore, the  church  encourages 
persons  to  consider  seriously  the 
ways  in  which  they  want  their 
estates  to  be  divided  at  their 
deaths. 

In  order  to  stress  how  impor- 
tant it  is  for  each  person  to  have 
a  will,  the  General  Assembly  of 
the  Presbyterian  Church 
(U.S.A.)  has  designated  May  7 
as  Wills  Emphasis  Sunday. 

There  are  many  benefits  to 
making  a  will:  you  designate 
executors  of  your  estate  and 
guardians  for  minor  children, 
and  specify  gifts  to  individuals 
and  corporate  recipients.  In 
short,  your  personal  wishes  and 
interests  are  honored.  At  the 
same  time,  you  may  even  reduce 


the  amount  of  estate  taxes. 

One  of  the  ways  to  make  a 
gift  through  your  will  is  to 
provide  bequests  to  church 
agencies  and  charitable  organi- 
zations. The  Presbyterian 
Church  (U.S.A.)  recognizes  the 
use  of  bequests  as  a  way  by 
which  members  can  support  the 
ongoing  work  of  their  church. 

Union  Theological  Seminary 
in  Virginia  joins  the  church  in 
its  emphasis  and  encourages 
Presbyterians  to  exercise  their 
stewardship  by  including  Union 
Seminary  in  their  wills.  Gifts 
may  be  designated  for  the  semi- 
nary's general  fund  or  may  be 
earmarked  for  a  specific  use, 
such  as  cross-cultural  events, 
education,  the  library,  endow- 
ment of  chairs,  or  student  assist- 
ance. In  this  way,  alumni/ ae  and 
friends  of  the  seminary  can 
support  the  education  of  men 
and  women  who  will  serve  as 
leaders  in  the  church  for  years 
to  come. 

If  you  have  considered  using 
your  will  as  a  way  to  support 
the  seminary  or  if  you  would  like 
further  information  about  op- 
portunities available  to  you, 
contact  the  Rev.  James  Wom- 
ack,  (804)  355-0671,  ext.  240. 


Placement  article  strikes 
chord  with  Presbyterians 


"The  Crisis  in  the  Place- 
ment System,"  a  recent  article 
in  Union  Seminary's  As  I  See 
It  Today  publication,  has 
created  a  stir.  The  article 
struck  a  chord  with  many 
Presbyterian  ministers  and 
educators  across  the  nation 
who  struggle  to  understand 
the  church's  present  difficul- 
ties with  clergy  placement. 

The  article's  author  is  Kur- 
tis  C.  Hess,  director  of  field 
education  and  placement  and 
professor  of  supervised  min- 
istries at  Union  Theological 
Seminary  in  Virginia.  For 
years  Hess  had  compiled  data 
as  part  of  his  concern  for  the 
placement  of  graduating  se- 
niors at  Union  and  for  the 
growing  problem  of  place- 


ment throughout  the  denom- 
ination. 

Requests  for  additional 
copies  from  synods,  presby- 
teries, churches,  and  individ- 
uals have  resulted  in  a  second 
printing.  Over  4,000  addition- 
al brochures  have  been 
mailed.  Excerpts  appeared  in 
the  Presbyterian  News  Ser- 
vice and  The  Christian  Ob- 
server, and  the  article  ap- 
peared in  its  entirety  in  the 
February  20  issue  of  The 
Presbyterian  Outlook. 

Those  wishing  reprints  of 
the  article  should  contact 
Hess  at  the  seminary,  3401 
Brook  Rd.,  Richmond,  Va. 

23227. 


Key  friends  to  meet  at  seminary 


Key  Friends  of  Union  Theo- 
logical Seminary  in  Virginia  will 
hold  their  44th  annual  meeting 
on  campus  April  28-29.  "Key 
Friends"  are  people  chosen  by 
churches  to  help  sessions  iden- 
tify and  support  young  persons 
who  may  wish  to  pursue  Chris- 
tian ministry  and  to  encourage 
pastors  to  pursue  continuing- 
education  opportunities. 

Key  Friends  will  meet  with 
members  of  the  faculty,  staff, 
and  student  body  to  discuss  their 


roles  in  the  congregation,  to 
investigate  various  opportuni- 
ties for  deferred  giving,  and  to 
tour  the  seminary's  library  facil- 
ities. The  two-day  meeting  will 
conclude  with  a  barbecue  hosted 
by  UTS  president  Dr.  T.  Hartley 
Hall. 

For  further  information, 
please  contact  Mrs.  Elaine 
Grammer,  3401  Brook  Rd., 
Richmond,  Va.,  23227,  or  call 
(804)  355-0671. 


Crisis  as  Opportunity: 
Challenges  in  the  Elijah  Stories 
Lesson  9,  May: 

The  Crisis  of  Hope  for  the  Future 

Circle  Bible  Leaders  Study  Guide 
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By  Carol  T.  (Pinky)  Bender 

"Hope  for  the  future?  How  can  I  have 
hope  for  the  future  when  I  am  spending 
all  of  my  energy  trying  to  survive  the 
present. ..and  pay  for  the  past?  The 
future,  for  me,  just  means  'more  of  the 
same.'  More  bills,  more  pain,  more 
frustration,  more  of  all  the  things  that 
are  getting  me  down  now." 

Perhaps  many  of  us  can  echo  the 
despondency  and  pessimism  of  our 
fictional  character  from  whom  we  have 
just  heard.  Perhaps  many  of  us  can  feel 
the  weight  of  the  world  on  our  shoulders 
and  can  perceive  no  way  to  remove  that 
weight.  Perhaps  the  burnout  syndrome 
we  studied  not  too  long  ago  is  evident 
in  our  lives  and  we  are  just  now  beginning 
to  work  at  removing  it.  For  whatever 
reasons  we  feel  that  the  future  doesn't 
promise  much  more  than  the  mess  we 
are  in  right  now,  perhaps  our  old  friend 
Elijah  can  help  us  over  this  crisis! 

Review  study  book 

As  you  begin  to  prepare  for  this  final 
session  in  the  study  book,  you  may  want 
to  review  the  entire  book  with  your  circle. 
One  excellent  way  to  do  this  is  to  assign 
ahead  of  time  each  chapter  to  a  circle 
member.  Ask  each  to  re-read  that  chapter 
and  to  write  a  summary  of  the  chapter 
in  no  more  than  five  sentences.  Then  ask 
for  these  summaries  when  you  meet 
together.  Another  suggestion  for  a  way 
of  reviewing  the  previous  chapters  may 
be  found  in  Joan  Gray's  Bible  Study  Aids 
on  page  82  of  the  study  book. 

Write  the  Scripture  references  from  the 
beginning  of  the  chapter  on  cards  to 


distribute  to  circle  volunteers  who  will 
read  these  passages  at  the  appropriate 
time. 

Between  memory  and  hope 

Begin  the  session  by  asking  a  question 
based  on  the  opening  sentences  in  Dr. 
Mary  Boney  Sheats's  chapter:  what  does 
it  mean  to  you  to  "live  between  memory 
and  hope"?  You  may  want  to  "prime  the 
thought-pump"  by  stating  that  Dr. 
Sheats  says  that  this  is  the  conviction  that 
God  has  acted  in  the  past  and  the 
assurance  of  God's  redemptive  presence 
in  the  future.  How  does  this  affect  us 
and  the  way  that  we  think  about  the 
future?  How  does  this  give  us  hope?  What 
incidents  in  my  own  life  can  I  share  that 
show  God's  action  on  my  behalf  in  the 
past?  How  does  this  give  me  hope  for 
the  future? 

Use  the  two  sections  in  the  study  book, 
"Elijah  in  the  Later  Hebrew  Scriptures," 
and  "Elijah  in  the  Jewish  Tradition," 
along  with  the  questions  in  the  "Pause 
and  Reflect"  section  on  page  62  to 
broaden  the  knowledge  of  Elijah  for  your 
circle. 

Day  of  the  Lord 

The  "day  of  the  Lord"  is  an  important 
concept  throughout  the  entire  Old 
Testament.  The  people  of  God  thought 
that  God  would  come  and  "wipe  out  all 
of  their  enemies" — all  of  the  "bad" 
people — and  vindicate  them,  the  "good" 
people.  Scripture  shows  us  that  the  day 
of  the  Lord  is  a  day  of  judgment  for  all 
people.  If  someone  would  like  to  do 
further  study  on  the  concept  of  "the  day 
of  the  Lord,"  that  person  can  use  the 


following  Scripture  references:  Joel  I:  15; 
2:1-3,  28-29;  Amos  5:18-20;  Obadiah  15 
(a  twist  on  the  Golden  Rule!);  and 
Zechariah,  chapters  12-14  (note  the  litany 
of  "on  that  day"). 

Continue  the  study  of  Elijah  using  the 
section  "Elijah  in  the  Gospels."  Have  the 
volunteers  read  the  Scripture  references 
as  given  in  the  section.  Why  do  you  think 
Elijah  was  a  "mysterious"  figure  in  the 
New  Testament?  (Surely  one  reason 
could  be  the  circumstances  of  his  "going 
away  in  a  chariot  of  fire"  and  not  dying 
as  we  commonly  think  of  people  doing.) 
If  Elijah  was  such  an  important  person, 
why  do  you  think  we  have  so  little  biblical 
material  abou  him  and  about  his  life,  as 
compared  to  the  life  and  work  of  other 
prophets,  for  example? 

Elijah  in  NT  Letters 

In  the  New  Testament  Letters,  Elijah 
is  again  mentioned.  Read  the  Romans 
and  James  passages.  What  ideas  do  these 
two  texts  bring  out  about  the  prophet 
that  we  can  apply  to  our  lives  today? 
Identify  some  of  our  "Baals"  today.  How 
can  we  refuse  to  "bow  the  knee  to  Baal"? 
How  often  have  you  heard  a  person  say, 
with  a  kind  of  dejected  voice,  "All  I  can 
do  is  pray"?  What  do  you  think  about 
a  statement  like  that?  What  do  we  need 
to  do  about  our  prayer  lives  so  that  our 
prayers  have  "a  powerful  effect"? 

Jurgen  Moltmann  says  that  hope  is  the 
inseparable  companion  of  faith:  faith  is 
belief;  hope  is  expectation.  Faith  believes 
God  to  be  true;  hope  awaits  the  time 
when  this  truth  will  be  manifested.  John 
Calvin  said  that  hope  invigorates  faith 
again  and  again  with  perseverance.  Dr. 


Sheats  closes  this  study — and  the  book — 
with  a  section  entitled  "Hope:  Expecting 
the  Unexpected."  She  writes,  "The  entire 
Bible  breathes  the  air  of  expectancy.  It 
is  an  atmosphere  of  waiting  for  some- 
thing to  occur."  If  you  agree  with  this 
statement,  how  has  it  been  "played  out" 
in  your  own  life?  When  was  the  last  time 
God  surprised  you?  Ask  persons  to  share, 
if  they  will. 

Hope  for  the  future. ..that  is  the  title 
of  the  lesson.  Yet  we  know  so  little  about 
hope  that  we  have  a  hard  time  defining 
it.  Ask  your  circle  members  to  think  of 
synonyms  for  "hope."  How  do  they 
articulate  hope?  With  a  whiny  "I  hope 
so"?  or  with  an  erect,  assertive  attitude 
of  confident  expectation? 

As  a  closing  exercise,  let  your  circle 
ponder  what  hope  is  for  them.  Help  them 
reflect  on  hope  as  a  way  to  rid  themselves 
of  the  despondency  and  pessimism  in  the 
opening  statements  of  this  session.  Use 
the  summary  of  the  various  crises  of  this 
book  on  page  65  as  a  basis  for  prayer 
sentences. 

(Note:  for  the  next  three  months,  the 
Bible  Study  Helps  for  circle  leaders  will 
deal  with  other  aspects  of  hope.  The  idea 
will  be  expanded  to  include  Jeremiah: 
Hope  as  the  New  Covenant;  Ezekiel: 
Hope  in  a  New  Heart  and  Spirit;  Minor 
Prophets:  Hope  for  Hopeful  People 
Today;  John:  Resurrection  Hope:  Ro- 
mans: Characteristics  of  Hope;  and 
Revelation:  Hope  As  a  New  Heaven  and 
Earth.  Hopefully  (!),  I  will  be  able  to 
include  all  of  this!) 

The  Rev.  Carol  T.  (Pinky)  Bender  of 
Charlotte,  N.C.,  is  the  pastor  of  McQuay 
Church. 


How  churches  should  respond  to  racism:  meeting  topic 


How  churches  should  respond 
to  racism  will  be  the  topic  of  a 
conference  sponsored  by  the 
North  Carolina  Council  of 
Churches  April  28-29  in  Win- 
ston-Salem, N.C.  The  meeting 
will  take  place  at  St.  Paul's 
United  Methodist  Church. 

The  topic  is  "Racism,  Poverty, 
and  Economic  Justice  in  North 
Carolina:  Shaping  the  Churches' 
Response." 

Three  major  addresses  will 
focus  on  "Poverty  in  North 
Carolina,"  by  Dr.  Jonathan 
Sher,  author;  "Racism  and  Pov- 
erty in  North  Carolina,"  by  Dr. 
Audreye  Johnson,  of  the  School 
of  Social  Work  at  the  University 
of  North  Carolina  at  Chapel 
Hill;  and  "Racism,  Poverty,  and 
Economic  Justice  in  Religious 
Perspective,"  by  Dr.  William 
Turner  of  Duke  Divinity  School. 

Workshops  will  deal  with 
charity  and  justice;  Native 
Americans;  pastoral  leadership, 
education,  and  strategies  for 
congregations;  women  and 
children;  and  jobs,  wages,  and 
labor. 

The  meeting  follows  up  on  a 
conference  on  resurgent  racism 
the  Council  held  last  year.  The 
1989  conference  will  examine 
"economic  roots  of  racism  and 
institutional  racism  which  is 
reinforced  by  economic  patt- 
ern." 

For  more  information,  con- 
tact the  Council  at  1307  Glen- 
wood  Ave. — Suite  162,  Raleigh, 


N.C.  27605-1216  (telephone 
919-828-6501). 

Study  seminars  abroad 

Two  seminars  will  enable 
people  to  travel  and  learn  in  Asia 
this  summer  and  fall.  The  World 
Alliance  of  Reformed  Churches 
will  sponsor  a  seminar  in  Seoul, 
Korea,  Aug.  14-27;  it  will  coin- 
cide with  the  meeting  of  the 
organization's  General  Council, 
which  representatives  of  Re- 
formed churches  from  around 
the  world  will  attend.  Partici- 
pants in  the  seminar  will  also 
share  the  life  and  culture  of 
Korea.  For  more  information, 
contact  Robina  Winbush,  Ecu- 
menical-Interfaith  Office,  Glo- 
bal Mission  Unit,  100  Wither- 
spoon  Street,  Louisville, 
Ky.  40202-1396  (telephone 
502-569-5303). 

The  General  Assembly  will 
sponsor  a  seminar  in  China  Oct. 
16-Nov.  10.  Participants  will 
meet  with  Chinese  Christians, 
hear  lectures  on  historic  and 
contemporary  China,  worship  in 
Protestant  and  Catholic 
churches,  and  visit  seminaries 
and  places  of  other  faiths,  as  well 
as  historic  and  currently  impor- 
tant sites.  For  more  information, 
contact  China  Program,  Room 
1144,  475  Riverside  Dr.,  New 
York,  N.Y.  10115  (telephone 
212-870-3135). 

Breaking  barriers  between  women 

The  theme  of  the  eighth  annual 


Women  in  Ministry  in  North 
Carolina  Conference  will  be 
"Can  We  be  Different  but  Not 
Alienated?"  and  the  goal  will  be 
to  "identify  and  break  through 
barriers  that  separate  women 
and  keep  them  from  working 
together  for  justice  and  libera- 
tion." The  meeting  will  take 
place  May  14-16  at  the  Episcopal 


Conference  Center  at  Browns 
Summit,  N.C;  sponsor  is  the 
Resource  Center  for  Women  in 
Ministry  in  the  South. 

Taking  part  will  be  the  Rev. 
Katie  Cannon,  Presbyterian 
minister,  who  teaches  Christian 
ethics  at  Episcopal  Divinity 
School  in  Cambridge,  Mass., 
and  the  Rev.  Carter  Heyward, 


who  teaches  theology  at  the 
same  institution. 

Registration  costs  $50;  room 
and  board  cost  $75.  Registration 
deadline  is  May  1.  For  more 
information,  contact  the  Re- 
source Center  for  Women  and 
Ministry  in  the  South,  P.O.  Box 
7725,  Durham,  N.C.  27708  (tele- 
phone 919-687-0408). 


AUTHORS  WANTED  BY 
NEW  YORK  PUBLISHER 

Leading  subsidy  book  publisher  seeks  manuscript? 
of  all  types:  fiction,  non-fiction,  poetry,  scholarly 
and  juvenile  works,  etc.  New  authors  welcomed. 
Send  for  free,  illustrated  40-page  brochure  H- 101 
Vantage  Press,  516  W  34  St..  New  York.  N.Y.  10001 
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Dream  continues 
at  Manteo  church 


The  New  Hope  Pr 

esbyterian 

Sylvia  Goodnight,  Editor 

April  1989 

In  November  1986,  land  was 
purchased  on  U.S.  Highway  65 
in  Manteo  near  Manteo  High 
School.  It  was  the  hope  and 
dream  of  many  to  start  a 
Presbyterian  church  in  Man- 
teo. This  dream  is  coming 
closer  to  bping  a  reality.  Land 
clearing  has  begun  on  the 
property. 

Currently,  under  the  leader- 
ship of  the  Rev.  Richard  Ains- 
worth,  the  group  meets  in  the 
Manteo  Middle  School.  They 
have  services  on  Sunday  morn- 
ing with  worship  and  Bible 
study  being  combined  into  one 
service.  One  Sunday  in  the 
month,  they  have  a  fellowship 
gathering.  Hymnals  have  been 
given  to  them  and  they  are 
moving  forward. 

The  mission  design  states 
that  "the  mission  of  this  church 
is  to  be  the  body  of  Christ  in 
this  community  as  given  in  a 
reformed  faith;  to  proclaim  the 
truth/compassion  of  Jesus 
revealed  in  scripture  in  our  life 
together  in  service  to  others;  to 
invite  and  educate  others  to 
share  their  commitment  to 
Christ;  to  reach  out  to  bring 
to  community  those  who  need 
the  reconciling  love  of  Jesus 
Christ;  to  participate  faithfully 
in  the  government  and  mission 
of  the  Presbyterian  Church 
USA." 

The  church's  focus  will  be  on 
"mission  to  the  newcomers  and 


transients,  families,  singles, 
ministry  and  community  devel- 
opment and  ministry  in  faithful 
stewardship  of  mission." 

News  items 
needed 

The  Presbytery  of  New  Hope 
is  interested  in  reading  about 
your  church.  Please  help  to 
spread  the  word.  Send  your 
newsletter,  bulletin,  articles,  and 
pictures  about  what  fun  and 
exciting  things  are  happening  in 
your  church.  Items  should  be 
mailed  to  Sylvia  Goodnight, 
Route  16,  Box  150,  Greenville, 
N.C.  27858  or  call  (919)  756- 
3991. 

Info  on  camps 
available 

Don't  forget  to  make  plans 
now  for  summer  camp.  Regis- 
tration forms  may  be  picked  up 
at  your  church  office  or  you  may 
contact  the  Rev.  Paul  Ransford 
at  P.O.  Box  2874,  Durham,  N.C. 
27705  or  call  (919)  286-0704  for 
information  on  Camp  New 
Hope  and  Presbyterian  Point. 
For  information  on  Camp  Al- 
bemarle, contact  the  Rev.  Mi- 
chelle Burcher,  P.O.  Box  380, 
Greenville,  N.C.  27835  or  call 
(919)  752-7240. 


Annual  meeting  slated 


The  Presbyterian  Women 
will  hold  their  second  annual 
meeting  on  April  22,  at  First 
Church,  Goldsboro.  Registra- 
tion and  coffee  will  be  from 
9:00  till  9:45.  The  call  to  order 
will  be  at  9:45. 

The  theme  of  this  year's 
meeting  will  be  "Lead  My 
Sheep"  with  Vera  Swann  as  the 
featured  speaker.  Swann  is  the 
area  associate  for  the  Sou- 
theast Region  of  the  Women's 
Ministry  Unit.  The  Rev.  Don- 
na Harder,  associate  pastor  at 
First  Church  in  Raleigh,  will 
be  the  guest  minister. 

Items  on  the  agenda  include 
voting  on  the  new  budget, 
election  of  officers,  and  voting 
on  revisions  to  the  constitution 
and  by-laws.  Adjournment 
should  be  around  1:30. 

Lunch  will  be  provided  by 
the  host  church.  The  cost  of 
the  meeting  is  $5.00,  which 
covers  lunch.  Due  to  the  large 
number  of  Presbyterian  Wom- 
en, advance  reservations  are 
encouraged.  Each  local  mod- 
erator will  receive  registration 
forms  which  are  to  be  complet- 
ed and  returned  with  the  names 
of  the  individuals  attending 
and  their  registration  fees.  It 
is  hoped  that  this  will  help  to 
expedite  registration  on  the 
day  of  the  meeting. 

Presbyterian  Women  are 
also  encouraged  to  mark  their 
calendars  for  the  Women's 
Conference  to  be  held  at  Mont- 
reat,  N.C,  and  Harrisonburg, 
Virginia. 

Sessions  I  and  II  will  be  held 
at  Montreat  June  11-14  and 
June  14-17  respectively.  There 


will  be  babysitting  available  at 
the  second  conference. 

Sessions  III  and  IV  will  be 
held  at  the  Eastern  Mennonite 
College  in  Harrisonburg,  Va. 
The  dates  for  these  conferences 
are  July  23-26  and  July  26-29. 

The  Bible  Platform  Speaker 
at  the  Montreat  Conferences 
will  be  the  Rev.  Mary  Faith 
Carson.  Carson,  professor  of 
religion  and  chair  of  the  reli- 
gion department  at  the  Mor- 
avian College  at  Bethlehem, 
Pennsylvania,  was  the  speaker 
at  the  churchwide  gathering  for 
women  held  in  Purdue. 

The  Rev.  Pinkey  Bender  will 
be  the  Bible  platform  speaker 
at  the  conferences  in  Harrison- 
burg. Bender  is  currently  serv- 
ing as  minister  of  McQuay 
Church  in  Charlotte,  N.C.  She 
is  also  editor  of  the  Presbyter- 
ian Women's  Bible  Study 
which  appears  in  this  paper. 

McFadyen  retires 

LOUISVILLE,  Ky.  —  Mary 
Jean  McFadyen  retired  here 
following  an  illustrious  career  as 
a  Christian  educator  in  the 
Presbyterian  Church.  In  1988, 
she  was  honored  as  educator  of 
the  year  by  the  Association  of 
Presbyterian  Christian  Educa- 
tors. At  the  time  of  her  retire- 
ment she  was  serving  as  associate 
director  of  the  leader  develop- 
ment division  of  the  Education 
and  Congregational  Nurture 
Ministry  Unit. 

During  her  career,  she  served 
as  director  of  Christian  educa- 
tion in  First  Church,  Goldsboro; 
First  Church,  Houston,  Tex.; 
and  White  Memorial,  Raleigh. 


New  ministers  received 


New  Hope  Presbytery  has 
received  the  following  minis- 
ters. 

Paul  Windsor  Bonham,  new 
pastor  of  Little  River  Church, 
describes  himself  as  a  second 
career  man.  With  a  degree  in 
engineering,  he  has  both  oper- 
ated a  mine  and  then  served 
in  the  Navy  as  a  civil  engineer. 
Later  he  received  an  M.S. 
degree  in  management,  ob- 
tained the  rank  of  captain,  and 
also  taught  at  a  vocational 
school. 

Paul  attended  I  »ion  Theo- 
logical Seminary,  graduating 
in  1988  with  a  Master  of 
Divinity  degree.  During  the 
summer  of  1987  his  summer 
field  work  took  him  to  Sea- 
shore State  Park,  Virginia 
Beach,  Virginia.  There  he 
served  as  park  chaplain,  lead- 
ing worship  services  and  pro- 
viding a  ministry  of  presence. 

Following  seminary,  Paul 
was  ordained  by  the  Presbytery 
of  Wilmington  (now  Cape  Fear 
Valley)  where  he  served  as 
pastor  of  the  First  Church  of 
Whiteville. 

Donna  Knight  Harder 
comes  to  the  First  Church  of 
Raleigh  with  experience  and 
knowledge  in  parish  work 
which  includes  both  small  and 
multi-staffed  larger  congrega- 
tions. 

Prior  to  entering  the  minis- 
try, Donna  received  an  A.A. 
degree  in  education  from  Dade 
Community  College  and  a  B.S. 
degree  in  education  from  Flor- 
ida International  University. 
She  has  worked  as  both  a  tax 
consultant  and  preparer  for  H 
&  R  Block  and  a  school 
teacher. 

Donna  attended  Austin 
Theological  Seminary  in  Texas 
from  1981  to  1984,  receiving  an 
M.  Div.  degree.  While  in  se- 
minary, she  served  both  as  a 
chaplain  and  parish  intern. 
From  1984  to  1988,  she  worked 
as  the  minister  of  counseling 
and  community  ministry  at 
Memorial  Drive  Church, 
Houston,  Texas.  While  there, 
she  also  served  as  adjunct  staff 
of  New  Covenant  Presbytery. 

Called  meeting 

A  called  meeting  of  the  Presb- 
ytery of  New  Hope  was  held  at 
White  Memorial  in  Raleigh  on 
Monday,  February  27,  at  2:00 
p.m.  Job  descriptions  which 
were  tabled  at  the  regular  meet- 
ing of  presbytery  had  been 
reworked  and  were  approved. 

The  following  position  des- 
criptions have  now  been  ap- 
proved: executive  presbyter  and 
stated  clerk,  staff  associate  for 
finance  and  treasurer,  general 
pastor,  staff  associate  for  con- 
gregational nurture,  and  staff 
associate  for  church  and  society. 

Nominations  for  committee 
appointments  were  received 
from  the  nominating  committee 
and  approved  by  acclamation. 
Reports  from  the  committee  on 
ministry  were  also  received  and 
accepted. 

The  meeting  adjourned  after 
only  35  minutes. 


The  presbytery  received  four  ministers. 


Thomas  Murray  Richmond 
III  (Murray)  will  be  serving  as 
the  pastor  of  St.  John's  Church 
in  Durham.  St.John's  is  a  new 
church  development  of  our 
presbytery. 

Murray  received  a  B.  A.  degree 
in  political  science  and  history 
from  the  University  of  North 
Carolina  in  Chapel  Hill  in  1970. 
He  then  studied  journalism  at 
UNC  from  1981  to  1983  while 
working  as  a  freelance  reporter 
for  the  Durham  Morning  He- 
rald. From  1983  to  1985  Murray 
served  as  an  operations  analyst 
for  Central  Carolina  Bank.  He 
entered  Duke  Divinity  School  in 
1985  and  received  an  M.  Div. 
degree  in  1988. 

Murray  says  that  his  entry 
into  ministry  came  through  an 
interest  in  Christian  nurture  and 
specifically  through  the  ministry 
of  Christian  education. 

As  a  lay  person,  he  was  very 
involved  in  the  educational 
ministry  of  his  home  church.  His 
involvement  with  education 
soon  led  him  beyond  the  Sunday 
classes  to  planning  retreats, 
chairing  a  young  adults  steering 
committee,  and  leading  small- 
group  Bible  studies.  Eventually 
he  became  involved  with  the 
more  "administrative"  side  of 
the  church  where  he  sat  on  the 
church-wide  steering  committee 
and  served  as  president  of  the 
Durham  Presbyterian  Council. 
His  commitment  to  the  ministry 
eventually  led  him  to  seminary 
and  to  ministry  as  a  vocation. 

Russell  A.  Riter  will  be  serv- 
ing in  our  presbytery  as  pastor 
of  Falkland  Church. 

Russell  first  began  to  wonder 
if  God  was  calling  him  into  the 
ministry  when  he  was  about  16 
years  old.  By  the  time  Russell 
finished  high  school,  this  sense 
of  calling  had  grown  dormant. 

In  1965,  Russell  enlisted  and 
spent  three  years  in  the  Army. 
After  the  Army,  Russell  at- 


tended the  University  of  South 
Carolina,  graduating  with  a 
degree  in  history  in  1972. 

For  four  years  he  worked  with 
the  South  Carolina  Department 
of  Archives  and  Records  Div- 
ision. He  attended  Union  Theo- 
logical Seminary  in  Virginia 
from  1981  until  1985. 

During  seminary  Russell 
taught  Sunday  School  at  Grace 
Covenant  Church  and  worked  to 
get  a  young  adult  group  started. 
During  1983-1984,  he  was  the 
student-in-ministry  at  Lakeside 
Church  in  Richmond.  He  grad- 
uated from  Union  in  May,  1985 
with  a  D.  Min.  degree. 

Upon  graduation  from  semi- 
nary Russell  accepted  a  call  from 
the  Louisa  Church  and  the  Kirk 
O'Cliff  Church,  where  he  has 
been  pastor  for  the  last  three  and 
a  half  years. 

Carl  A.  Rush  is  a  familiar  face 
to  many  people  in  New  Hope 
Presbytery.  Prior  to  accepting 
the  call  to  Ernest  Myatt  Church, 
Carl  served  as  associate  pastor 
at  High  Point  First  since  1984 
and  was  thereby  a  member  of 
the  former  Orange  Presbytery. 

Prior  to  his  ordination  and 
ministry  at  High  Point,  Carl 
graduated  from  Auburn  Univer- 
sity with  a  B.S.  degree  in  1977. 
He  then  went  to  work  as  a 
research  associate  at  Louisiana 
State  University,  Baton  Route, 
Louisiana.  Carl  attended  Union 
Theological  Seminary  in  Rich- 
mond, Va.,  where  he  received  a 
D.  Min.  degree  in  1984.  While 
in  seminary,  Carl  spent  a  year 
as  a  student-in-ministry  at 
Cadder  Parish  Church,  Glas- 
gow, Scotland.  While  there  he 
also  studied  at  Trinity  College 
in  Glasgow. 

About  the  ministry  Carl 
writes,  "investing  my  life's  time 
and  energy  as  an  ordained  min- 
ister is  unbelievably  fulfilling 
and  undeniably  fun." 


Have  vision,  G.A.  unit  urged 


LOUISVILLE,  Ky.  —  Citing 
the  scripture  from  Proverbs, 
"Without  a  vision  the  people 
perish,"  Roy  T.  Lloyd,  freelance 
religious  media  consultant  from 
Connecticut,  challenged  the 
General  Assembly's  Stewardship 
and  Communication  Develop- 
ment Ministry  Unit  to  "develop  a 
vision"  at  a  meeting  March  17.  He 
said  that  after  reviewing  the  work 
of  the  church  in  communication, 
he  noticed  that  a  statement  of 
vision  and  purpose  seems  to  be 


missing. 

He  urged  the  group  to  "com- 
municate with  heart"  and  to  put 
down  on  paper  a  vision  of  a  future 
that  is  not  inconsistent  with  the 
present  but  that  will  move  the 
present  to  something  nearer 
ideal." 

He  read  the  priority  statement 
of  the  unit  aloud  and  said  "doesn't 
that  make  your  juices  flow?"  He 
added,  "It  doesn't  for  me  because 
it  is  a  very  functional  statement 
rather  than  one  which  inspires." 
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Challenge  of  future  is  synod  meeting  theme 


The  Synod  Assembly  for  the 
Synod  of  the  Mid-Atlantic  will 
center  on  the  theme  "Challenge 
of  the  Future";  the  meeting  will 
take  place  Sunday-Monday, 
May  21-22,  at  Old  Dominion 
University  in  Norfolk,  Va. 

Among  important  business 
will  be  the  report  from  the  task 
force  dealing  with  the  Massanet- 
ta  Springs  Conference  Center 
and  the  election  of  a  moderator 
and  vice-moderator.  Dr.  Chris- 
tine Darden  will  be  nominated 
moderator  and  Dr.  John  Mac- 
Leod vice-moderator.  Darden 
chaired  the  Structural  Design 
and  Staffing  Rationale  Commit- 
tee for  the  synod.  MacLeod  was 
last  executive  of  the  old  Synod 
of  North  Carolina  and  admin- 
istrator of  the  Mid-Atlantic's 
Raleigh  office  in  1988. 

The  meeting  has  a  theme 
because  "synod  meetings  are  so 


Dr.  Christine  Darden 

rapid-fire,  commissioners  might 
hear  three-to-ten  minute  blurbs 
of  information;  having  a  theme 
is  an  effort  to  tie  things  together, 
to  give  commissioners  a  focus," 
said  the  Rev.  L.  V.  Lassiter,  chair 
of  the  Synod  Council's  Planning 


Temporary  synod  office  opens 


Effective  May  1,  the  Synod 
of  the  Mid- Atlantic  will  open 
a  temporary  office  in  Rich- 
mond, Va.,  in  Mission  Court 
next  to  Union  Seminary.  This 
office  will  stay  open  until  the 
synod's  permanent  office 
nearby  is  open,  now  expected 
to  be  in  September. 

Synod  Executive  Carroll 
Jenkins  and  Associate  for 


Adminstration  Marlene 
Butler  will  operate  out  of  this 
office. 

The  mailing  address  will  be 
permanent  for  the  synod 
office.  It  is  P.O.  Box  27026, 
Richmond,  Va.  23261.  The 
temporary  street  address  is 
1210  Rennie  Ave.  The  tele- 
phone number  is  (804)  342- 
0016. 
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St.  Andrews 
president  is 
inaugurated 

Dr.  Thomas  L.  Reuschling 
has  been  inaugurated  as  the 
fourth  president  of  St.  Andrews 
Presbyterian  College.  The  for- 
mal ceremony  took  place  on 
April  21. 

Reuschling  has  headed  the 
college  since  April  1988.  He 
succeeded  A. P.  Perkinson  Jr., 
who  had  served  as  president 
since  1975.  Reuschling  was  dean 
of  the  E.  Claiborne  Robins 
School  of  Business  at  the  Uni- 
versity of  Richmond  before 
assuming  the  St.  Andrews  pre- 
sidency. 

The  president  of  Albion  Col- 
lege, Dr.  Melvin  Vulgamore, 
gave  the  inaugural  address, 
entitled  "I  Thought  You  Were 
Interested  In  Education."  The 
chancellor  of  the  University  of 
Richmond,  Dr.  Bruce  Heilman, 
presented  Reuschling  for  inau- 
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Dr.  John  MacLeod 

and  Evaluation  Committee, 
which  helped  plan  the  meeting. 
As  for  the  particular  theme, 
Lassiter  said  it  springs  from  the 
financial  challenges  already  in 
the  life  of  the  young  synod  and 
the  "exciting  opportunities  we 


see  in  the  synod." 

The  synod  is  very  large  in 
population  and  relatively  afflu- 
ent, Lassiter  said.  "It  would  seem 
as  though  our  potential  is  lim- 
itless." 

Planners  hope  reports,  wor- 
ship, and  other  aspects  of  the 
meeting  will  relate  to  the  theme. 

The  Synod  Council  and  the 
synod's  committees  will  report 
to  the  Assembly.  The  Massanet- 
ta  group's  report  will  be  one  of 
the  most  significant  items; 
another  story  on  this  page  deals 
with  the  Massanetta  situation. 

Darden  is  an  aerospace  engi- 
neer with  the  National  Aeronau- 
tics and  Space  Administration. 
The  current  moderator,  the  Rev. 
Ralph  Johnson,  will  preside  as 
the  meeting  opens.  The  synod's 
Nominating  Committee  will 
place  Darden's  name  in  nomi- 
nation as  moderator  (nomina- 


tions may  come  from  the  floor, 
as  well).  The  new  moderator  will 
then  preside  following  the  elec- 
tion, scheduled  for  the  afternoon 
of  the  first  day. 

MacLeod  retired  at  the  end  of 
1988.  He  served  for  over  25  years 
as  a  presbytery  and  synod  ex- 
ecutive, and  for  20  previously  as 
a  pastor. 

The  meeting  will  open  with 
worship  Sunday  morning  at 
11:00.  It  will  continue  through- 
out that  afternoon  and  evening, 
including  dialogues  between 
commissioners  and  various  com- 
mittees of  the  synod  that  even- 
ing. It  will  resume  Monday 
morning,  with  adjournment 
scheduled  around  3:00  p.m.  that 
day. 

The  last  Synod  Assembly  was 
in  October  1988,  the  second  of 
1988.  Beginning  with  this  one, 
the  synod  will  hold  one  annually. 


Outsider's  suggestion  leads 
toward  Massanetta  agreement 


After  some  "dramatic  events," 
discussions  between  a  synod- 
appointed  task  force  and  the 
board  of  trustees  of  Massanetta 
Springs  Conference  Center  may 
lead  to  a  resolution  of  the  crisis 
on  the  facility's  future.  The 
Synod  Council  at  its  meeting 
April  14-15  heard  reports  on  the 


J 


Dr.  Thomas  Reuschling 

guration. 

Delegates  from  48  other  insti- 
tutions of  higher  learning  at- 
tended. The  Synod  of  the  Mid- 
Atlantic  was  also  represented. 

Reusching  previously  directed 
the  School  of  Business  at  the 
University  of  Northern  Iowa  and 
taught  marketing  at  Kent  State 
University.  He  graduated  with  a 
degree  in  economics  from  Hiram 
College  in  Ohio  and  earned  a 
master's  degree  in  business  ad- 
ministration from  Kent  State 
and  a  doctorate  in  that  field  from 
the  University  of  Colorado.  In 
college,  he  played  football  and 
baseball;  he  is  in  Hiram's  Athlet- 
ic Hall  of  Fame. 

Reuschling  is  a  Presbyterian 
elder;  in  Richmond,  he  served  as 
clerk  of  session  and  chair  of  the 
board  of  deacons  at  River  Road 
Church.  He  and  his  wife,  Do- 
rothy, belong  to  Laurinburg, 
N.C,  Church.  She  is  a  registered 
nurse  and  served  on  a  medical 
mission  team  for  the  church  in 
Haiti  in  1986. 

They  have  two  daughters. 


progress  from  both  the  task 
force  and  a  trustee  group.  The 
two  groups  will  continue  to  meet 
in  an  effort  to  work  out  a 
resolution. 

The  trustees  voted  last  Octob- 
er to  close  the  Harrisonburg, 
Va.,  conference  center  and  sell 
its  assets.  Amid  the  resulting 
controversy,  the  Synod  Council 
appointed  the  task  force  to 
investigate  the  decision. 

"We  appeared  headed  toward 
great,  even  ferocious  conflict 
before  the  dramatic  events  of  last 
week,"  task  force  chair  L.V. 
Lassiter  told  the  Council  Friday 
evening,  April  14.  The  discus- 
sions had  made  rapid  progress 
following  those  events,  he  indi- 
cated, and  in  a  direction  that  did 
not  match  either  group's  pro- 
posed course. 

On  Saturday,  he  told  the 
Council,  "Things  have  gone  in 


such  a  radically  different  direc- 
tion even  from  last  weekend  that 
we're  asking  you  to  give  your 
blessing  on  the  direction  we 
outlined"  at  the  meeting. 

The  dramatic  events  followed 
suggestions  for  a  different  course 
by  a  third  party,  not  connected 
to  the  talks  previously,  who 
proposed  some  guiding  princi- 
ples for  an  agreement. 

The  Massanetta  board's  vice- 
chair,  Carson  Rhyne,  headed  a 
group  from  that  body  that 
appeared  before  the  Council.  He 
said  the  trustees  had  not  re- 
sponded favorably  to  a  proposed 
course  of  action  from  the  task 
force,  which  the  Council  had 
endorsed  at  an  earlier  meeting. 
That  course  aimed  at  preserving 
Massanetta  Springs  as  a  synod 
ministry  through  some  specific 
steps.  The  trustees  did  agree  to 
See  OUTSIDER,  Page  5 


Synod  map  ncars  final  form 


The  shape  of  the  Synod  of  the  Mid-Atlantic  and  its 
presbyteries  is  almost  fully  set;  the  map  shows  presbytery 
outlines  and  the  names  of  all  the  new  presbyteries.  The  only 
change  remaining  is  that  Cape  Fear  Valley  Presbytery  must 
change  its  name,  the  synod's  judicial  commission  ruled, 
it  is  close  to  that  of  one  of  the  antecedent  presby  I 
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Largest  gift  from  grad  will 
fund  5  Queens  professorships 


Queens  College  has  received  the 
largest  single  gift  in  its  history 
given  by  a  graduate,  $2.35  million 
from  San  M.  McMahon  Jr.  The 
gift  will  fund  five  Sam  and  Ca- 
rolyn McMahon  Professorships, 
one  in  business,  one  in  music,  and 
three  others  to  be  named  later, 
Queens  President  Billy  O.  Wire- 
man  said. 

"The  income  from  the  endow- 
ment will  be  added  to  professors' 
salaries,  which  will  make  it  pos- 
sible for  Queens  to  reward  out- 
standing teaching  and  scholarship 
in  four  or  five  areas,"  Wireman 
said. 


McMahon  and  his  family  own 
the  largest  Days  Inn  franchise  in 
the  world,  comprising  53  of  the 
hotels,  through  Commercial  Man- 
agement Corp.  McMahon  started 
Commercial  Mortgage  Corp.  in 
1961;  it  was  the  forerunner  of 
Southeast  Commercial  Corp.,  the 
parent  company  of  Commercial 
Management. 

He  graduated  from  Queens  with 
a  degree  in  business  administra- 
tion in  1954,  one  of  the  few  men 
to  graduate  from  what  was  than 
an  all-women's  college.  The  school 
enrolled  about  50  men  after  World 
War  II,  returning  veterans,  most 


of  whom  took  necessary  courses 
to  transfer  to  other  institutions. 
The  college  recently  became  co- 
educational. 

"My  education  there  has  helped 
me  enormously  in  my  personal 
and  professional  life,"  McMahon 
said.  "Great  colleges  are  the  result 
of  distinguished  teaching.  That's 
why  we  want  to  underwrite  out- 
standing professors." 

McMahon's  gift  is  part  of  a 
Queens  campaign  for  $10  million. 
The  general  chair  of  the  campaign, 
H.C.  Bissell,  said,  "His  gift  virtu- 
ally assures  that  the  campaign  will 
succeed  and  succeed  big." 


Lynchburg  aftercare  program 
helps  students  into  adult  life 


A  new  ministry  of  Presbyter- 
ian Home  and  Family  Services, 
Inc.,  of  Lynchburg,  Va.,  has 
received  a  $30,000  grant  from 
the  Jessie  Ball  duPont  Religious, 
Charitable,  and  Educational 
Fund.  The  unrestricted  grant 
will  give  general  support  to  the 
Transition  to  Independence 
Program,  which  began  last  July. 

The  program  extends  the 
agency's  care,  for  up  to  six 
months,  to  every  child  who 
leaves  the  Lynchburg  Children's 
Home  to  live  with  natural  par- 
ents or  relatives  in  a  foster  home 
or  other  facility.  In  addition,  it 
keeps  in  touch  with  every  high 
school  graduate  from  the  Home 
until  the  age  of  22,  offering  ser- 
vices and  linking  the  graduate  to 


the  Home's  Alumni  Association. 

The  program  also  offers  ser- 
vices and  financial  aid  for  college 
students  and  vocational  training 
to  others.  It  provides  housing  in 
the  TIP  House  on  the  Lynch- 
burg campus  for  up  to  six 
students  while  they  look  for  their 
first  job  or  attend  a  local  com- 
munity college. 

Program  coordinator  Brian 
Runk  said  of  the  TIP  House, 
"Here  a  group  of  teenagers, 
usually  high-school  sneiors, 
learn  to  stop  seeing  themselves 
as  children  and  learn  to  start 
seeing  themselves  as  adults. 
These  young  people  come  in 
with  the  mindset  of  being  told 
what  to  do — when  to  go  to 
dinner,   for  example.  That 


mindset  has  to  be  broken.  They 
have  to  make  decisions  and 
choices;  they  have  to  do  things 
on  their  own. 

"When  they  see  that  they  are 
capable  of  experiencing  success 
on  their  own,  that's  when  things 
get  more  focused,  and  we  can 
really  tell  that  we  are  accomp- 
lishing something." 

Runk,  trainer  Mary  Coles, 
and  caseworker  Jim  Lowe  op- 
erate the  program.  It  teaches 
students  such  practical  skills  as 
shopping,  learning  to  handle 
money,  and  managing  an  apart- 
ment. They  also  learn  to  form 
career  objectives  and  other 
personal  goals.  At  TIP  House, 
their  goals  are  short-term,  and 
they  receive  weekly  evaluations. 


College  receives  $300,00  in  grants 


Lees-McRae  College  has  re- 
ceived two  grants  totaling  $300,000 
from  the  Charles  A.  Cannon 
Charitable  Trusts.  The  funds  will 
help  pay  for  work  on  the  col- 
lege's steam-distribution  system 
and  also  go  toward  the  current 
budget.  The  Cannon  Trusts  have 
given  money  to  the  Presbyterian 
school  for  many  years. 

"Cannon  has  made  a  signif- 
icant difference  in  the  quality  of 
education  at  Lees-McRae,"  said 
President  Bradford  Crain. 

The  college  also  celebrated 


Founder's  Day  recently.  The 
college  presented  honorary  doc- 
torates to  Hugh  and  Julia  Mor- 
ton. He  is  a  businessman,  pho- 
tographer, and  environmental- 
ist; she  is  an  educator  and  civic 
leader. 

In  remarks  at  Founder's  Day 
ceremonies,  Crain  said,  "In  our 
highly  technological  society, 
anyone  can  learn  to  program  a 
computer.  But  no  one  can  pro- 
gram a  computer  with  compas- 
sion. One  can,  however,  pro- 
gram a  college  with  compassion." 


Noting  serious  problems  the 
world  faces,  such  as  materialism, 
pollution,  drugs,  and  AIDS, 
Crain  said  the  college  is  not 
immune  from  them.  "Lees- 
McRae  is  not  perfect,  but  we  do 
know  what  we  ought  to  do  and 
where  we  ought  to  go  and  we 
are  moving  in  that  direction." 

Crain  said,  "To  be  fully  hu- 
man, we  believe  it  important  to 
have  an  active  concern  with  the 
problems  of  humanity,  which 
manifests  itself  in  a  life  of 
service." 


Presbyterian  Women's  Coordinating  Team        Photo  bw  MaWer 

Women's  team  approves 
events,  scholarships 


The  Coordinating  Team  for 
Presbyterian  Women  in  the 
Synod  of  the  Mid-Atlantic  held 
its  second  meeting  March  11-12 
at  Union  Seminary  in  Rich- 
mond, Va. 

Margaret  Carter  presented  the 
plans  for  the  summer  gatherings 
as  co-director,  and  the  team 
approved  the  choice  of  leader- 
ship. Grace  Solomon  presented 
the  plans  for  the  Enabler  Train- 
ing Event,  "Called  to  Serve," 
which  will  be  held  at  Eastern 
Mennonite  College  July  21-23, 
and  these  were  approved. 

The  team  agreed  that  scholar- 
ships given  by  the  former  WOC 
in  North  Carolina  would  now  be 
available  for  all  students  in  the 
Synod  of  the  Mid-Atlantic,  and 
it  added  Johnson  C.  Smith 
Seminary  to  the  list  of  seminar- 
ies whose  students  from  the 
synod  may  apply  for  the  Cen- 
tennial Scholarships.  A  study 
will  examine  all  scholarships 
with  the  possibility  of  looking 
for  additional  endowment  funds. 


Two  moderators-in-nomina- 
tion  were  present,  Pix  Mahler 
from  Presbytery  of  the  Peaks 
and  Margaret  Carter  from 
Presbytery  of  the  James. 

As  a  part  of  the  agenda, 
members  received  a  tour  of  the 
Union  campus  from  the  Rev. 
Mary  Jane  Winter.  In  addition, 
members  walked  down  to  Mis- 
sion Court,  a  benevolence  pro- 
gram of  former  Women  of  the 
Church  members  in  both  North 
Carolina  and  Virginia. 

Giving  reports  were  Barbara 
McLean  from  the  Churchwide 
Coordinating  Team,  Vera 
Swann  of  the  Regional  Staff, 
and  Moderator  Anne  Treichler 
on  affairs  of  the  synod. 

The  Coordinating  Team  plans 
to  meet  at  various  sites  so  that 
it  may  visit  the  various  agencies 
of  the  new  synod.  It  agreed  to 
have  its  next  meeting  in  October 
at  a  facility  in  the  Charlotte, 
N.C.  area  so  that  it  can  visit 
Barber-Scotia  College  in  Con- 
cord. 


Corporations  sought  for  awards 


Corporations  that  have  devel- 
oped specific  programs  or  en- 
gaged in  specific  acts  that  model 
responsible  corporate  behavior 
will  receive  a  new  award  from 
the  General  Assembly's  Com- 
mittee on  Mission  Responsibil- 
ity Through  Investment.  The 
committee  solicits  nominations 
from  synods  and  presbyteries. 

Nominators  should  send  the 
names  of  a  contact  in  a  church 
and  one  in  the  corporation  and  as 
specific  a  description  of  the  pro- 


gram or  act  as  possible  to  MRTI 
offices  in  Room  3046,  100  With- 
erspoon  St.,  Louisville,  Ky.  40202- 
1396  (telephone  502-569-5809). 

Committee  chair  William 
Muldrow  said,  "Much  of  what 
the  church  believes  in  such  as  fair 
and  equal  treatment  of  people 
or  community  service  or  envir- 
onmental stewardship  will  be 
implemented  in  the  private  sec- 
tor. These  awards  will  be  an 
opportunity  to  say  a  public  'well 
done!' ". 
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Helping  children,  families  face  death 


The  tiny  child  lies  in  her  own 
bed,  with  stuffed  animals  scat- 
tered all  about  her  on  the  covers. 
An  oxygen  line  and  feeding  tube 
extend  from  the  machinery  lined 
up  along  the  side  of  the  bed.  A 
lullaby  plays  softly,  and  family 
members  move  back  and  forth 
in  the  room,  soothing  and  tend- 
ing to  the  needs  of  their  charge. 
A  nurse  sits  by  the  bed,  making 
adjustments  to  the  machinery 
and  checking  vital  signs.  A 
family  friend  waits  quietly  in  the 
next  room,  helping  with  house- 
hold matters  and  strengthening 
the  family  as  they  work. 

Except  for  the  machines  and 
medical  aspects  of  the  situation, 
this  might  be  a  description  of  any 
family  anywhere  in  this  county, 
putting  their  young  child  to  bed 
at  night.  But  for  many  families 
today,  life  is  complicated  by 
conditions  that  threaten  the  lives 
of  their  children.  Hundreds  of 
families  in  southeast  Virginia 
struggle  daily  with  the  almost 
overwhelming  issues  of  health 
care  and  emotional  support  that 


accompany  the  life-threatening 
illness  of  a  child. 

Edmarc  Hospice  for  Children 
is  a  ministry  of  health  care  and 
support  which  serves  seriously  ill 
or  dying  children  in  their  home 
environment.  Supported  by  the 
synod,  Edmarc  is  unique  among 
hospices  and  health  care  agen- 
cies in  the  area  for  its  special 
attention  to  children  and  their 
families.  No  other  organization 
in  southeast  Virginia  touches  the 
needs  of  these  families  like 
Edmarc. 

Founded  in  1978  as  an  out- 
growth ministry  of  Suffolk 
Presbyterian  Church,  Edmarc 
has  flourished  over  its  1 1  years. 
Dr. and  Mrs.  Allen  Hogge,  who 
searched  for  home  health  servi- 
ces for  their  terminally  ill  son, 


Marcus,  founded  the  agency. 
They  were  aided  by  the  Rev. 
Edward  Page,  the  pastor  of 
Suffolk  Church,  himself  termi- 
nally ill  with  cancer.  In  the  midst 
of  their  own  pain,  they  found 
ways  to  provide  hospice  services 
to  others. 

Ed  Page  died  shortly  after 
funds  were  acquired  to  begin. 
Later  that  year,  Marcus  died 
peacefully  at  home  with  his 
family  nearby.  Edmarc  is  named 
in  honor  of  these  two  people. 

Today  Edmarc  affects  the 
quality  of  life  for  children  and 
their  families  in  three  ways: 
home  health,  hospice  care,  and 
information.  Through  the  work 
of  staff  and  a  growing  number 
of  volunteers,  children  receive 
the  best  possible  care  available 
to  them  in  their  homes,  and 
families  get  help  with  the  phys- 
ical and  emotional  strains  of 
serious  illness  and  possible 
death. 

Without  the  work  of  Edmarc, 
families  would  be  forced  in  many 
cases  to  institutionalize  their 


children  at  the  very  time  when 
they  most  need  the  care  of  the 
family  and  home  environment. 
Whenever  possible,  Edmarc 
helps  to  improve  the  quality  of 
children's  lives  by  allowing  them 
the  dignity  of  living  and  dying 
in  their  own  most  comfortable 
environment. 

Edmarc  is  present  in  the  home 
with  skilled  health  care.  Trained 
nurses,  speech  therapists,  phys- 
ical therapists,  and  occupational 
therapists  facilitate  the  medical 
work  of  family  physicians,  ref- 
erring hospitals,  and  medical 
professionals.  Such  care  allows 
a  child  to  receive  vital  medical 
attention  outside  the  hospital. 
This  care  is  provided  regardless 
of  the  financial  status  of  the 
patient  and  family.  Grounded  as 
See  HELPING,  Page  6 


Deadline 

The  deadline  for  receiving 
both  ads  and  material  contrib- 
uted for  articles  is  the  first 
Wednesday  of  each  month. 
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Special 

The  synod  has  authorized  the 
Mother's  Day  Offering  on  Sun- 
day, May  14,  for  its  ministry  to 
the  aging  in  North  Carolina  and 
Virginia,  through  the  Presbyter- 
ian Homes,  Inc.,  in  the  former 
and  Sunnyside  Presbyterian 
Retirement  Community  in  the 
latter.  The  offering  will  be  taken 
in  churches  in  the  two  states. 

The  Presbyterian  Homes  are 
now  involved  in  considerable 
expansion  from  the  original 
facility  in  High  Point,  N.C., 
where  310  people  live,  to  a  newly 
opened  one  in  Laurinburg,  N.C., 
Scotia  Village,  which  houses  60, 
and  a  planned  one  in  Cary,  N.C. 

Presbyterians  founded  the 
Presbyterian  Home  in  High 
Point  about  40  years  ago.  It  and 
the  others  offer  health  care  as 
well  as  activities  and  meals.  The 
agency  has  also  placed  a  priority 
on  establishing  funds  to  help 
people  who  cannot  pay  the  entire 
cost  of  care. 

Scotia  Village  opened  in  De- 
cember. 

Sunnyside  Community  is  in 
Harrisonburg,  Va.  Presbyter- 
ians founded  it  in  Danville,  Va., 
about  75  years  ago.  It  also 
provides  health  care  to  its  450 
residents. 

It  opened  an  addition  last  fall, 
the  Highland's,  a  complex  for 
independent  living.  The  four- 
story  building  has  apartments,  a 
fitness  room,  a  bank,  a  dining 
room,  and  a  convenience  store. 

The  Mother's  Day  Offering 
provides  funds  to  improve  the 
quality  of  services  through  these 
agencies.  A  release  from  the 
Presbyterian  Homes  noted  that 
people  often  honor  parents  or 
other  people  through  gifts,  with 
the  agency  notifying  those  ho- 
nored or  the  families  in  the  case 
of  memorial  gifts. 


supports  expanding  ministry  to  aging 


Scotia  Village 


Planned  Cary  home 


The  High  Point  Home,  which 
opened  in  1952,  last  year  com- 
pleted a  major  part  of  its  exten- 
sive expansion;  that  phase  in- 
cluded construction  of  a  four- 
story  health  center  and  a  six- 
story  residential  building.  The 
latter  increased  capacity  to  325. 
It  includes  a  dining  room,  chap- 
el, and  administrative  offices. 

Scotia  Village  is  on  a  66-acre 
site  next  to  the  campus  of  St. 
Andrews  Presbyterian  College. 
It  has  cluster  residential  units, 
a  main  building  with  apart- 
ments, and  a  health-care  facility. 

The  agency  has  started  work- 
ing on  preliminary  organization 
of  the  planned  retirement  home 
in  Cary,  in  the  Raleigh  area.  The 
agency  has  bought  property  for 
the  home  and  is  carrying  out 
surveys  to  determine  the  size  of 
the  facility  and  the  kinds  of 
services  it  will  offer. 

Initial  plans  call  for  four  large 


Plan  will  add  80  missionaries 


The  General  Assembly's 
Global  Mission  Unit  has  ap- 
proved a  plan  being  developed 
to  add  80  people  to  the  overseas 
missionary  force.  This  increase 
would  result  in  a  total  of  550 
persons. 


The  plan  answers  the  call  of 
the  200th  General  Assembly  to 
increase  the  mission  force.  The 
unit  also  set  plans  to  work 
toward  an  additional  80  more 
partners-in-mission  from 
churches  in  other  countries. 


Part  of  surplus  to  fund 
evangelism,  missionaries 


LOUISVILLE,  Ky.  —  Final 
figures  indicate  a  $6  million 
surplus  in  the  1988  unified  General 
Assembly  budget,  General  Assem- 
bly Council  members  were  told 
March  29.  That  good  news 
enabled  the  Council  to  commit 
$1.8  million  in  start-up  funds  to 
the  $28  million  General  Assembly- 
mandated  programs  for  evange- 
lism and  80  new  missionaries.  One 
million  dollars  will  be  channeled 
to  the  evangelism  effort  and 
$780,000  to  the  program  for  new 
missionaries. 

Jean  Edwards,  chair  of  the 
Council's  finance  committee,  re- 
ported that  unrestricted  contribu- 
tions totaled  $4  million  more  than 
was  anticipated  in  late  1987  when 
the  1988  budget  was  compiled. 
She  also  released  figures  showing 
that  the  church's  ministry  units 
and  related  bodies  spent  $2  million 
less  than  the  1988  budget  allowed. 

About  $1.6  million  of  the  sur- 
plus will  be  used  to  restore  funds 
to  some  "hardship  cases"  that 
resulted  from  the  five-percent 
across-the-board  cuts  made  to 
balance  the  1989  mission  budget. 
All  restoration  requests  have  been 
directed  to  the  Council's  executive 
director,  who  will  submit  his 


recommendations  to  the  finance 
committee  and  budget  work  group 
in  the  fall. 

The  remainder  of  the  surplus 
will  replenish  the  Presbyterian 
Mission  Program  Fund.  That 
fund  guarantees  the  unified 
budgets  of  General  Assembly 
entities  by  holding  an  amount 
equal  to  30  percent  of  the  total 
unified  budget  in  reserve. 

The  Council  adopted  the  1989 
mission  program  budget  totaling 
$94,570,501.  Of  the  total,  $50.5 
million  is  in  unified,  or  unrestrict- 
ed, giving.  This  represents  a  five 
percent  decrease  from  1988. 

The  Council  also  adopted  a 
planned  1990  mission  budget  of 
$99,148,211.  The  projected  in- 
crease over  1989  is  expected  to 
come  from  restricted  giving.  Fig- 
ures released  by  the  Budget  Work 
Group  show  only  a  $500,000 
anticipated  increase  in  unified 
giving— to  $50,952,894. 

To  fund  a  proposed  per  capita 
budget  of  $11,682,430  in  1990,  the 
Council  approved  a  recommenda- 
tion to  the  1989  General  Assembly 
that  the  church's  General  Assem- 
bly per  capita  be  set  at  $3.55,  an 
increase  of  16  cents  per  member. 


buildings  and  15  stand-alone 
duplexes. 

Sunnyside  has  in  its  older  part 
a  residential  center  with  rooms 
and  apartments,  cottages,  and 
the  health-care  facility. 

The  synod  gives  funds  to  the 
Presbyterian  Homes,  Inc.  and 
Sunnyside  Presbyterian  Retire- 
ment Community,  through  the 
regular  mission  budget;  the 
special  offering  supplements 
these  funds.  The  offering  monies 
"frequently  make  possible  an 
added  touch  to  [residents']  daily 
lives,"  the  release  from  the 
Presbyterian  Homes  said. 


Original  High  Point  Home 


Evangelism,  justice  approved 
as  church's  2  top  priorities 


LOUISVILLE,  Ky.  —  The 
General  Assembly  Council  on 
March  31  adopted  churchwide 
mission  goals  created  during  a 
churchwide  planning  consultation 
in  February  and  will  recommend 
them  to  the  General  Assembly  at 
its  annual  meeting  for  approval. 
The  Council  set  two  goals  as 
"priority"  goals:  engaging  in 
evangelism  and  developing  new 
congregations,  and  working  for 
justice. 

In  addition,  the  Council  classi- 
fied 15  others  as  "continuing" 
goals,  weighted  equally. 

The  Council  approved  editorial 
revisions  for  a  "Statement  of 
Vision"  that  will  serve  as  the 
working  basis  for  formal  state- 
ments of  goals  and  priorities;  these 
will  guide  implementation  of 
churchwide  planning. 

The  first  priority  as  approved 
says,  "The  Presbyterian  Church 
(U.S.A.)  will  focus  on  spreading 
the  Good  News  throughout  the 
world  inviting  all  people  to  faith 
and  repentance  in  Jesus  Christ.  All 
members  are  called  to  proclaim 
the  Gospel  in  all  areas  of  their 


lives.  Emphasis  will  be  on  spiritual 
growth  and  renewal  of  individual 
members  and  on  the  formation 
and  development  of  new  and 
existing  faith  communities  or 
congregations." 

The  second  priority  says,  "The 
Presbyterian  Church  (U.S.A.)  will 
work  to  promote  justice  and  to 
redress  injustice  among  the  poor 
and  powerless  in  society,  express- 
ing obedience  to  the  mandates  of 
Christ  for  ministries  of  advocacy, 
solidarity,  and  healing,  both  at 
home  and  in  global  context  even 
at  the  risk  of  our  corporate  and 
personal  lives." 

The  15  continuing  goals  in- 
clude: 

•Strengthening  worship  by 
helping  congregations  understand 
and  practice  worship  that  is 
theologically  based,  historically 
informed,  and  inclusive.  * 

•Studying  scripture  by  prom- 
oting increased  serious  study  of 
scripture  in  response  to  the  gui- 
dance of  the  Holy  Spirit  and 
reflection  of  the  theology  of  the 
Reformed  tradition. 

•  Encouraging  spiritual  growth. 


•  Equipping  the  Body  of  Christ 
by  teaching,  leading,  and  support- 
ing members  to  their  call  to 
discipleship. 

•Promoting  participation  of 
members  in  the  life  of  the  congre- 
gation. 

•Demonstrating  unity  and  in- 
clusiveness. 

•  Practicing  stewardship. 
•Supporting  ministers  and 

others  in  church  vocation. 

•  Upholding  church-related  ed- 
ucational institutions. 

•  Responding  to  the  needs  and 
potential  of  youth  and  young 
adults,  the  elderly,  and  disabled 
persons. 

•Participating  in  the  global 
Christian  community. 

•  Challenging  members  to  be 
peacemakers. 

•Engaging  in  ministries  of 
healing  and  nurture. 

•  Addressing  society's  emerging 
issues  by  studying  them,  fostering 
informed  and  widespread  dia- 
logue, and  interpreting  the  issues 
and  their  effects  on  society  in  the 
light  of  the  Gospel. 

•  Communicating  clearly. 


Peacemaking  offering  up  21  percent 


LOUISVILLE,  Ky.  —  The  1988 
Peacemaking  Offering  was  up  21 
percent  over  1987,  to  more  than 
$1.2  million,  the  Social  Justice  and 
Peacemaking  Unit  committee 
learned  when  it  met  in  March.  The 
Rev.  Richard  Killmer,  director  of 
the  Presbyterian  Peacemaking 
Program,  also  told  the  committee 
that  participation  in  peacemaking 
conferences  increased  significant- 
ly in  1988.  More  than  300  Presb- 
yterians attended  a  national  con- 
sultation at  Ghost  Ranch  last  June 
and  more  than  450  attended  the 
national  peacemaking  conference 
at  Montreat  in  October. 

Such  response  "indicates  the 
growing  strength  of  the  network 
of  presbytery  and  synod  peace- 


making committees,"  Killmer 
said.  More  than  3,100  sessions 
have  now  adopted  the  Presbyter- 
ian Church's  "Commitment  to 
Peacemaking,"  and  at  least  120 
presbyteries  currently  have  active 
peacemaking  committees,  he  re- 
ported. 

Spurred  by  this  evidence  of 
support  for  the  denomination's 
peace  efforts,  peacemaking  pro- 
gram officials  announced  plans 
for  a  study  trip  to  the  Middle  East 
this  summer  and  a  major  peace- 
making conference  in  1990.  (The 
Presbyterian  News  reported  on 
the  study  trip,  to  be  led  by  the 
Rev.  Benjamin  Weir,  in  the  Feb- 
ruary issue.) 

The  conference,  "Peacemaking 


2000:  Growing  Toward  the  Vi- 
sion," is  set  for  June  24-28,  1990, 
in  Washington,  D.C. 

John  Price  dies 

The  Rev.  John  Price,  execu- 
tive director  of  the  West  Virginia 
Council  of  Churches,  has  died, 
Presbyterian  News  Service  re- 
ported. 

As  director  of  the  council  for 
many  years,  Price  played  a 
major  role  in  furthering  church 
cooperation  in  a  number  of  areas 
of  ministry.  After  the  state's 
devastating  flood  in  1985,  he  led 
his  state  council  of  churches  in 
a  major  response  in 
with  Church  Woi 
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Trying  to  balance  old,  new  in  Presbyterian  Women 


"What  do  you  mean  when  you  say 
'conferences*?"  The  question  was  asked 
at  the  first  meeting  of  the  Transition 
Team  for  Presbyterian  Women  in  the 
new  synod.  During  the  late  summer  and 
fall  of  1987,  16  women  representing 
United  Presbyterian  Women  from  the 
Synodical  of  the  Piedmont  and  from 
Women  of  the  Church  in  the  Synods 
of  North  Carolina  and  the  Virginias  met 
three  times  to  plan  for  a  smooth 
transition  into  Presbyterian  Women. 

In  most  cases  we  had  worked  with 
the  others  long  enough  to  know  the 
code  words.  So  the  question  surprised 
the  WOC  members.  Everyone  knows 
what  conferences  are.  Right?  Montreat 
and  Massanetta?  Right?  Platform  Bible 
speakers,  workshops  for  local  officers, 
classes,  issues  facing  the  church,  issues 
facing  women,  G.A.  report?  Right? 
Mountain-top  experiences,  spiritual 
nurture.  Right? 

The  answers,  of  course,  were  both 
right  and  wrong,  both  yes  and  no.  When 
was  business  conducted?  For  WOC,  not 
at  the  synod  level.  For  UPW,  both 
business  and  elections.  How  was  the 
topic  for  the  Platform  Bible  speaker 
chosen?  Easy,  WOC  used  the  "official" 
Bible  study.  Had  we  ever  gone  any  place 
but  Montreat  and  Massanetta?  For 
those  from  North  Carolina,  not  since 
the  early  60s.  For  the  Virginias,  at 
Massanetta  for  over  50  years.  For  the 
Synodical,  a  variety  of  meeting  places. 

We  didn't  even  plan  alike.  North 
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Carolina  used  a  committee  especially 
appointed.  The  Virginias  used  the 
presidents  of  the  WOC  councils  in  the 
presbyteries.  UPW's  planners  had  the 
use  of  regional  and  national  staff  as 
resources. 

The  Transition  Team  tried  to  focus 
on  continuing  a  tradition  of  summer 
conferences  while  providing  a  gathering 
representative  of  the  new  organization. 
If  Montreat  and  Massanetta  were  used 
as  sites  would  women  feel  it  was  just 
the  same  old  thing?  Was  there  a  new 
site  large  enough  for  everyone  to  attend 
at  one  time  that  would  be  a  symbol  of 
newness?  If  such  a  site  could  be  found, 
how  could  the  planning  committee 
design  something  new,  something 
representative  of  our  newness  in  Presb- 
yterian Women? 

Several  members  volunteered  to 
search  for  alternate  sites — colleges, 
other  conference  centers.  When  no  site 
could  be  found  that  appeared  to  fulfill 
the  requirements,  the  Transition  Team 
referred  the  question  to  the  new  Synod 


Coordinating  Team,  which  would  not 
be  meeting  until  after  the  organizing 
meeting  of  Presbyterian  Women  at 
Purdue  in  mid-July  1988. 

Meanwhile,  living  in  faith  and  hope 
as  we  had  been  in  the  transition  period, 
the  two  conference  centers  agreed  to  be 
a  "bridge"  and  plan  identical  confer- 
ences for  all  women  in  the  synod  in 
1989.  Their  program  committees  asked 
two  women  to  be  directors  and  designed 
a  planning  committee  to  be  made  up 
of  former  WOC  members  in  North 
Carolina  and  Virginia,  former  UPW 
members,  and  also  members  from  the 
Justice  for  Women  Committee.  All 
were  to  have  had  experience  with 
summer  conferences  as  was  the  support 
staff  of  registrars,  treasurer,  assistants. 

The  Synod  Coordinating  Team  held 
its  organizing  meeting  in  late  August 
1988.  After  reviewing  information  from 
the  Transition  Team  referred  to  it,  the 
Coordinating  Team  voted  unanimously 
to  sponsor  summer  gatherings  at 
Montreat  and  Massanetta  and  affirmed 
Ruth  Cowan  and  Margaret  Carter  as 
co-directors.  They  and  their  planning 
committee  were  charged  with  planning 
something  new,  something  reflective  of 
Presbyterian  Women,  its  purpose  and 
principles.  Also  approved  was  a  basic 
design  of  four  sessions,  two  at  Montreat 
and  two  at  Massanetta  as  alike  as 
possible  in  structure  and  in  leadership. 
And  they  were  never  to  utter  the  words 
"we  have  always  had..."  or  "we  have 


always  done  it..." 

Kermit  sings  that  it  is  not  easy  being 
green,  and  it  is  not  always  easy  to  be 
bright  shiny  new.  Particularly  when 
those  values  found  in  Biblical  knowl- 
edge, spiritual  development,  enhancing 
leadership  are  found  in  the  older 
organizations  as  well  as  Presbyterian 
Women.  To  be  all  new  for  the  sake  of 
being  new  was  not  the  goal. 

In  March  the  Synod  Coordinating 
Team  approved  the  leadership  for  the 
summer  and  commended  the  planning 
committee  for  its  hard  work  and 
success — despite  a  late  start,  many 
leaders  committed  to  other  conferences, 
an  overlap  of  the  G.A.  with  the  first 
session  at  Montreat.  Events  often  step 
in  to  make  things  new — the  third  and 
fourth  sessions  will  be  at  Eastern 
Mennonite  College,  not  Massanetta. 

Will  the  summer  gatherings  fill  the 
needs  of  the  women  for  enrichment, 
spiritual  nurture,  Biblical  understand- 
ing, information  about  the  church?  The 
Planning  Committee  and  the  Coordi- 
nating Team  have  planned  it  to  be  so, 
but  the  women  in  the  synod  will  be  the 
ones  to  let  us  know  how  successful  we 
were.  It  is,  after  all,  for  them,  and  we 
look  forward  to  seeing  them  this 
summer — one  place  or  the  other. 

Anne  Treichler  is  moderator  of 
Presbyterian  Women  in  the  Synod  of 
the  Mid-Atlantic.  She  lives  in  Williams- 
burg, Va. 


Baby  boomers  &  the  church: 
some  reasons  why  they  left 


By  Barbara  Ladd 

For  the  third  time  in  as  many  months,  my 
husband  and  I  were  invited  to  Sunday  brunch. 
"Could  we  arrive  late?"  we  asked.  "Church  doesn 't 
let  out  until  almost  noon. " 

Our  friends,  without  exception,  are  surprised. 
And  well  they  should  be.  They  don 't  attend  church. 
Many  do  not  have  children  and  those  who  do  have 
not  yet  baptized  them,  much  less  seen  them 
through  confirmation  classes.  Even  the  friend  who 
once  studied  to  be  a  Jesuit  priest  lapsed  several 
years  ago  into  the  Sunday  syndrome  of  sleeping 
in,  working  the  New  York  Times  crossword,  and 
preparing  gourmet  breakfasts. 

Alas,  we  are  all  baby  boomers.  Awhile  back, 
we  had  long  hair,  energy,  and  enough  cynicism 
to  feed  a  passionate  desire  for  making  the  world 
better.  Today,  we  have  tidy  appearances,  a 
generous  line  of  credit,  and  so  much  cynicism  we 
often  don't  drag  our  bodies  to  the  polls  to  vote. 

As  for  church,  many  of  us  stopped  going  years 
ago. 

"Our  membership  trends  in  the  church  are 
disastrous,"  said  Dr.  John  Mulder,  president  of 
the  Louisville  Theological  Seminary.  "And  the 
baby  boom  generation  is  one  of  the  most 
significant  aspects  of  that  decline." 

Speaking  at  a  recent  retreat  for  urban  pastors 
and  lay  leaders  in  St.  Paul,  Minn.,  Mulder  related 
the  first  series  of  findings  from  a  comprehensive 
study  of  Presbyterianism  funded  by  the  Lilly 
Foundation.  These  and  other  results  of  the  study 
will  appear  over  the  next  couple  years  as  essays 
grouped  around  themes  like  membership,  money, 
and  theology.  The  essays  themselves  will  be  pulled 
into  a  book  sometime  after  1992. 

According  to  Mulder,  the  study  shows  that  baby 
boomers  married  late,  delayed  having  children, 
and  when  they  did  have  children,  had  fewer  than 
generations  past.  "Furthermore,  our  research  has 
found  that  baby  boomers  who  came  of  age  in  the 
mid-1960s  to  early  1970s  are  more  likely  to 
associate  or  reassociate  with  the  church  than  those 
born  later,"  he  said. 

The  fact  is,  young  single  persons  don't  often 
attend  church.  Indeed,  couples  often  don't  commit 
to  a  church  until  children  are  born.  By  delaying 
marriage  and  childbearing,  years  of  regular 
church-going  are  lost.  And  with  fewer  children, 
Sunday  Schools  and  confirmation  classes  are 
smaller,  diminishing  the  pool  of  future  adult 
church  members. 

-joi  accurate  to  say  I  had  a  "falling  out" 


with  the  church.  Rather  I  had  a  "falling  out"  with 
most  things  my  parents — and  grandparents — 
valued.  Vietnam  was  escalating  just  as  I  graduated 
from  high  school  and  my  parents'  unflagging  belief 
in  Old  Glory  was,  to  say  the  least,  up  for  debate. 
During  my  freshman  year  in  college,  the  campus 
shut  down  for  several  weeks  as  a  "cool  down" 
from  the  war  protests.  Reports  of  corruption  in 
government  were  escalating  as  fast  as  the  casualties 
across  the  Pacific. 

At  an  age  when  it's  probably  normal  for  any 
individual  to  question  God,  assess  values  in 
relation  to  our  upbringing,  and  come  to  grips  with 
adulthood,  I  found  myself  highly  distrustful  of 
anything  that  smacked  of  patriotism,  big  business, 
and  institutionalized  beliefs.  Singing  "Holy,  Holy, 
Holy"  and  attending  pot-luck  suppers  seemed 
hypocritical  and  trite.  Surely  God  wanted  a  more 
peaceful,  tolerant  world,  not  another  helping  of 
potato  salad. 

According  to  Mulder,  baby  boomers  bring  with 
them  more  than  delayed  marriages  and  fewer 
children.  They  carry  with  them  a  particular  mind- 
set— just  like  other  generations  have  been  affected 
by  and  act  out  particular  standards  of  their  own. 
In  the  case  of  baby  boomers,  said  Mulder,  the 
church  has  suffered. 

"As  baby  boomers  hit  maturity,  society  was 
experiencing  a  strong  counter-culture  movement," 
he  explained.  "Government  was  too  big  and  bad, 
banks  were  hurting  the  poor,  the  military  was 
involved  in  Vietnam,  campuses  were  under  siege, 
and  so  on.  Churches  were  seen  as  just  another 
ingrained,  slow-moving,  slow-responding  institu- 
tion." 

Of  Presbyterian  communicant  classes  20  years 
ago,  only  50  percent  still  attend  a  mainline  church 
of  some  denomination,  not  necessarily  Presbyter- 
ian. "A  full  50  percent  are  not  in  the  church  at 
all,"  he  said.  "And  when  we  asked  them  why,  we 
found  that  it  wasn't  because  these  people  are  mad 
at  the  church.  They  simply  don't  believe  in  it 
anymore." 

During  my  20s,  following  the  Watergate  fiasco, 
some  of  the  zeal  to  help  make  the  world  better 
turned  sour.  Perhaps  it  was  my  stint  as  a  Chicago 
news  reporter  that  infused  a  sense  of  futility 
regarding  change.  In  a  place  where  driving  alone 
at  night  is  dangerous,  I  reported  on  mass  murders, 
sexism,  racism,  30-pound  sewer  rats,  assaults, 
rapes,  and,  in  general,  enough  filth  and  squalor 
to  make  a  rural  Iowan  like  me  miss  many  nights 
of  sleep.  Not  once  was  I  able  to  report  that  a 
See  BABY  BOOMERS,  Page  5 


Temporary  pain  for 
a  long-term  gain 


Perhaps  one  of  the  greatest 
challenges  facing  young  peo- 
ple today  (all  people  for  that 
matter)  is  developing  the 
ability  to  delay  immediate 
gratification. 

I  decided  to  go  into  the 
ministry  at  a  very  early  age. 
My  pastor  advised  me  it 
would  take  at  least  seven 
years  of  preparation.  Can  you 
imagine  how  that  sounded  to 
a  16-year-old  in  high  school? 
My  buddies  starting  work- 
ing— making  long  dollars  on 
the  auto  assembly  line  in 
Detroit,  while  I  was  hitting 
the  books.  In  retrospect,  the 
years  went  by  faster  than  I 
thought  and  they  were  far 
more  pleasurable  than  I  en- 
visioned. 

But  in  spite  of  this  valuable 
lesson  I  learned,  I  still  forget 
and  become  impatient  and  to 
some  degree,  I  am  like  the 
two-year-old  traveling  by 
auto  with  his  parents  from 
Washington,  D.C.,  to  Char- 
lotte, N.C.,  when  no  sooner 
than  10  miles  into  the  jour- 
ney, the  question  is  asked  by 
the  two-year-old,  "Mom,  are 
we  there  yet?" 

Believe  it  or  not,  the  ques- 
tion, "Are  we  there  yet,"  is 
still  logical.  I  Corinthians 
13:4  defines  love  as  patient 
and  kind,  but  what  does  this 
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have  to  do  with  time  and 
theology?  Everything! 

At  the  top  of  every  college 
president's  list  is  donations 
which  are  unrestricted.  I  must 
confess  that  this  has  been  at 
the  top  of  my  prayer  list,  but 
now  I  pray  for  patience  and 
kindness.  Patience  is  the 
ability  to  wait.  To  wait  is  to 
understand  the  divine  actions 
in  time.  Dr.  Howard  Thur- 
man  said  one  of  the  differen- 
ces between  God  and  human 
beings  is  God's  ability  to  wait. 
God  can  outwait  anything! 

Are  we  there  yet?  No!  And 
we  never  get  there.  We  are 
always  in  the  process  of 
becoming.  We  never  gradu- 
ate. So  enjoy  the  trip.  Don't 
be  anxious  for  tomorrow,  for 
it  will  come  and  so  will 
everything  else  at  its  "ripeful" 
time. 

Dr.  Tyrone  L.  Burkette  is 
president  of  Barber-Scotia 
College  in  Concord,  N.  C. 


Halt  to  circulation  decline  sought 


Determined  to  halt  a  three-year 
slide  in  circulation,  the  advisory 
committee  of  Presbyterian  Survey 
adopted  a  comprehensive  market- 
ing strategy  March  10.  Designed 
to  "introduce  Presbyterian  Survey 
to  as  many  Presbyterians  as 
possible  at  a  reasonable  cost,"  the 


plan  includes  a  roll-back  in  sub- 
scription rates  for  churches  par- 
ticipating in  the  "every-family" 
plan  and  institution  of  a  low-cost 
bulk  mailing  plan. 

The  plan  and  new  prices  are 
expected  to  need  two  months  or 
more  to  be  implemented. 
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Baby  boomers:  why  they  left  church 


Continued  from  page  4 

church  was  assisting  the  victims.  Even  the  Red 
Cross  seemed  to  be  hiding  in  some  safe  suburb 
far  away  from  the  city's  sick  heartbeat. 

I  became  a  strong  believer  in  the  "non-joiner 
club."  Religious,  civic,  professional,  and  social 
organizations  all  fell  under  the  heading  of 
"outdated,  backward,  and  Pollyanna. "  I  came  to 
believe  I  could  only  help  myself.  There  was,  and 
still  is,  plenty  to  fan  that  fire — self-help  and 
psycho-analytic  books,  magazines  geared  for  self- 
growth,  television  ads  telling  me  to  have  it  my 
way,  because  I  deserve  it.  Success  came  through 
the  way  we  dressed,  happiness  through  the  way 
we  meditated.  Or  did  it? 

"The  counter-culture  movement  of  the  '60s  and 
70s  turned  into  the  rampant  individualism  we  have 
now  in  the  1980s,"  said  Mulder.  "This  individ- 
ualism— this  belief  only  in  the  self  as  the  ultimate 
identity — is  what  is  driving  society  right  now. 
Society  says  to  take  for  ourselves  while  the  church 
says  to  give  of  ourselves.  Which  do  you  think  is 
more  appealing?" 

Indeed,  baby  boomers  are  not  the  only  ones 
to  manifest  this  selfishness. 

"As  baby  boomers  went  off  to  college,  parents 
had  more  time  and  were  more  affluent  than 
before,"  said  Mulder.  "With  more  time  and  money, 
they  turned  to  leisure  pursuits — lakeside  cabins, 
golf,  travel.  On  Sundays,  even  the  older  generation 
is  not  always  at  church." 

In  my  mother's  day  a  couple  married  in  the 
bride's  church  and  attended  the  groom's  church 
forevermore. 

But  when  my  husband  and  I  married  six  years 
ago,  such  decisions  were  no  longer  so  simple.  My 
Catholic  husband  claimed  he'd  rather  vote 
Republican  than  turn  Protestant.  We  attended 
Mass  a  few  times  only  to  discover  that  my  latent 
views  about  religion  were  as  strong  as  his,  except 
different.  For  nearly  five  years  we  avoided  the  issue 
by  not  attending  any  church. 

Then,  out  of  what  must  have  seemed  like  the 
clear  blue  to  my  husband,  I'd  get  up  on  an  oc- 
casional Sunday  and  ask  if  he  wanted  to  go  to 
church  with  me.  A  companionable  man,  he  always 
did,  making  up  names  ( Church  of  the  Holy  Dollar, 
Church  of  the  Unseen  Children,  etc.)  for  the 
various  Presbyterian,  Congregational,  Methodist, 
and  United  Church  of  Christ  churches  we  visited. 

We  gravitated  toward  a  particular  inner-city 
church  that  doesn 't  demand  perfection.  The  choir 
occasionally  sings  offkey.  The  children  are 
energetic,  visible,  and  valuable  contributors  to 
worship,  despite  the  fact  that  they  sometimes  giggle 
and  always  sing  offkey.  To  my  husband's  relief 
and  Catholic  comfort,  the  ministers  of  this  so- 
called  liberal  denomination  interpret  the  Bible  and 
preach  about  corporate  and  personal  responsibil- 
ity, not  wishy-washy  feel-good  palaver  that  anyone 
could  get  anywhere  else. 

"Another  reason  mainline  Protestant  churches 
are  on  the  decline,"  said  Mulder,  "is  that  it  is 
difficult  to  distinguish  what  a  Methodist  or  a 
United  Church  of  Christ  or  a  Presbyterian  really 
represents.  In  the  past,  there  were  definite  dif- 
ferences. Now  it  depends  on  the  pastor  and  lay 
leaders." 

Contrary  to  popular  believe,  "Our  research 
shows  that  we  are  not  losing  members  to 
conservative  churches,"  he  continued.  "The  truth 
is,  conservative  churches  are  our  greatest  source 
of  new  members  because  people  are  looking  for 
a  more  flexible,  tolerant  place  to  worship." 

Instead,  churches  are  losing  members  to  secu- 
larism. "We  are  losing  people  to  a  life  that  doesn't 
include  the  church  in  any  way  at  all,"  he  said. 

Indeed,  30  years  ago,  only  one  to  two  percent 
of  Americans  did  not  affiliate  with  a  church. 


Today,  that  figure  is  up  to  10  percent  and  growing. 

"Our  failure  over  the  last  20  years  is  our  failure 
to  replace  our  membership  with  the  younger 
generation." 

For  months,  we  slinked  through  the  front  doors, 
ducked  through  the  nave,  and  slid  into  a  back 
pew  nearest  the  exit.  We  never  hung  up  our  coats, 
knowing  instinctively  that  much  of  the  life  of  the 
church  occurred  somewhere  back  by  the  coat 
racks.  We  donated  cash.  Always. 

In  a  church  of  800  members,  we  were  not  noticed, 
or  so  we  thought.  And  for  someone  like  me  with 
an  aversion  to  organizations,  that  was  just  fine. 

"Our  research  shows  that  many  people,  partic- 
ularly baby  boomers,  participate  in  a  church,  but 
never  join,"  said  Mulder.  "This  is  an  interesting 
phenomenon.  They  bring  their  children  to  Sunday 
School,  attend  worship  regularly,  and  support  the 
church  financially.  But  they  don't  want  to  become 
official  members." 

Last  December,  I  joined  that  church  to  the 
surprise  of  everyone  I  know.  When  asked  why, 
I  typically  shrug  and  change  the  topic.  The  fact 
is,  I  am  both  comfortable  and  uncomfortable  with 
my  decision. 

I  am  comfortable  because  the  selfishness  of  this 
era  has  finally  alarmed  even  me.  Values  I  hold 
near  and  dear — love,  marriage,  family,  tolerance, 
respect  for  individual  beliefs — seem  to  be  eroding 
in  society  as  fast  as  church  memberships  are 
dropping.  The  logical  link  between  these  occur- 
rences is  not  lost  to  me. 

Also,  I  am  old  enough,  finally,  to  understand 
that  the  God  I  seek  (and  have  sought  all  my  adult 
life)  is  right  here  before  me,  not  in  self-help  books, 
political  causes,  or  bank  accounts. 

We  attend  church  nearly  every  Sunday,  and  have 
recently  started  hanging  our  coats  with  everyone 
else's.  Our  15-month-old  foster  daughter  enjoys 
the  extra  attention  from  the  older  members.  My 
husband  is  joining  the  choir,  having  been  assured 
that  two  other  Catholics  and  several  former 
Catholics  robe  up  each  Sunday  to  sing. 

For  myself,  I  am  content  for  now  to  get  used 
to  the  new  habit  of  being  in  church.  If  I  do  too 
much  too  soon,  I  fear  I  will  bolt  like  a  scared 
rabbit  being  chased  by  a  bulldog. 

"Our  goal  for  this  research  is  to  help  congre- 
gations understand  that  what  has  happened  in  their 
churches  would  have  happened  no  matter  what," 
said  Mulder.  "Even  if  Paul  himself  was  pastor,  mem- 
bership would  have  plummeted  these  last  25  years. 
That  doesn't  mean  there  is  nothing  we  can  do." 

For  example,  he  says,  the  Presbyterian  Church 
essentially  dropped  out  of  the  new  church 
development  business  in  the  1960s — despite  the 
fact  that,  historically,  new  churches  are  where  the 
greatest  growth  is  found. 

In  addition,  much  creativity  has  been  lost.  "Two 
hundred  years  ago  we  had  no  General  Assembly, 
very  weak  synods  and  presbyteries,  and  a  whole 
lot  of  creative  ministry,"  he  said.  "Now  we  have 
an  institutional  ethos  that's  so  weighted  down  that 
experimentation  and  creativity  is  stultified." 

Last  Sunday,  we  invited  friends  to  our  home 
for  brunch.  That  day,  two  babies  were  baptized, 
the  children 's  choir  sang,  and  four  new  members 
joined  the  church.  Our  friends  were  early,  waiting 
in  their  car  for  us  to  arrive. 

I  was  tempted  to  apologize.  But  for  what?  Going 
to  church?  Being  late  when  we  couldn 't  help  it? 
I  decided  on  another  tack:  "We  had  a  wonderful 
church  service  today, "  I  said,  "you  should  have 
heard  those  children  sing... " 

(Editor's  note:  This  article  was  published  in 
Presbyterian  Life  and  Times,  the  newsletter  of  the 
Synod  of  Lakes  and  Prairies,  and  is  reprinted  with 
permission.  Barbara  Ladd  is  editor  and  writer  for 
the  newsletter.) 


Outsider's  suggestion 


Self-Development  Program 
placed  under  ministry  unit 


LOUISVILLE,  Ky  —  The 
General  Assembly  Council  ap- 
proved changes  in  the  Structural 
Design  for  Mission  at  its  March 
31  meeting  that  tie  the  Self- 
Development  of  People  pro- 
gram more  closely  to  the  Social 
Justice  and  Peacemaking  Unit 
and  change  the  title  of  its  head 
from  "director"  to  "coordina- 
tor." 

Some  Council  members  called 
the  changes  "basically  editorial," 
while  Self-Development  suppor- 
ters referred  to  them  as  "a  radical 
departure  from  the  structure 


that  was  approved  by  the  1987 
General  Assembly."  The 
changes  were  hotly  debated,  and 
a  vote  to  refer  all  of  them  to  a 
panel  the  Social  Justice  and 
Peacemaking  Unit  appointed  to 
review  the  Self-Development 
program  ended  in  a  tie.  Acting 
Council  Moderator  Fern 
Holden  cast  the  tie-breaking 
vote  against  the  referral. 

The  Self-Development  pro- 
gram has  been  caught  up  in 
controversy  recently  over  a  grant 
to  an  American  Indian  group  in 
the  Synod  of  the  Mid-Atlantic, 


in  Lumberton,  N.C. 

The  Council  referred  two 
proposed  changes  to  the  review 
panel.  The  first  would  make  the 
Self-Development  of  People 
program  responsible  to  the 
Social  Justice  Unit  for  all  its 
work.  The  structural  design 
currently  makes  it  responsible  to 
the  unit  only  administratively. 

Also  referred  was  a  proposed 
change  that  would  make  the 
coordinator  accountable  to  the 
unit  director  for  "management 
of  the  functions  assigned  to  the 
committee." 


Continued  from  page  1 

meet  further  on  the  proposal, 
Rhyne  said. 

He  then  received  five  princi- 
ples from  outside  the  negotia- 
tions, he  said.  "A  third  party 
called  me  on  Sunday  afternoon," 
Rhyne  said,  indicating  the  caller 
was  a  woman. 

Those  principles  are: 

•Safety:  The  hotel  and  con- 
ference center  would  not  reopen 
until  it  met  current  commercial 
building  codes  for  fire  and 
safety. 

•The  cottage  community: 
Massanetta  would  pay  up-front 
costs  for  bringing  the  cottage 
area  at  Massanetta  into  com- 
pliance with  Rockingham 
County  standards  for  water, 
sewers,  and  roads  and  then  offer 
to  sell  the  lots  to  the  current 
owners  at  prices  well  below 
market  value;  the  money  from 
the  purchases  would  go  back 
into  the  Massanetta  endowment 
to  replace  the  money  used  for 
compliance  with  standards. 
(Cottage  owners  now  own  the 
buildings  but  not  the  land.) 

•The  endowment:  Income 
from  the  Massanetta  endow- 
ment (the  endowment  is 
$950,000-1  million)  could  go 
toward  operations,  but  the  cap- 
ital itself  could  not;  Massanetta 
would  not  sell  any  land  to  pay 
operating  expenses  without  syn- 
od approval. 

•Dissolution  clause:  If  Mas- 
sanetta Springs  does  not  succeed 
as  a  conference  center  in  the 
future,  its  assets  would  be  sold 
and  the  proceeds  used  for  Mas- 
sanetta Ministries,  a  program  of 
the  synod. 

•  Future  governance:  Rhyne 
noted  there  is  a  strong  feeling 
among  some  people  about  the 
current  board  not  continuing; 
the  synod's  forming  a  new  board 

Reduced  medical  losses  seen 


suddenly,  however,  might  not  be 
the  best  transition,  he  said.  This 
principle  proposes  some  form  of 
transition  between  the  current 
board  and  any  future  board. 

Adopting  these  principles 
does  not  make  a  decision  to  open 
or  close  Massanetta  Springs 
Conference  Center,  Rhyne  said. 
"This  really  positions  the  synod 
to  make  that  decision  down  the 
road,"  he  said.  The  principles 
fulfill  the  trustees'  fiduciary 
responsibility  and  let  the  synod 
make  the  decision  on  operating 
or  closing  the  conference  center, 
he  said — the  two  most  important 
issues  to  the  respective  groups. 

Lassiter  emphasized  in  an 
interview  later  that  the  five 
points  were  guidelines.  "They're 
not  an  agreement,  not  a  coven- 
ant— they're  principles,"  he  said. 
The  full  board  of  trustees  was 
to  receive  the  principles  in  early 
May,  and  he  hopes  it  will  en- 
dorse them  and  move  toward  a 
final  agreement,  he  said. 

"So  far,  I've  not  received  any 
negative  responses"  in  regard  to 
reactions  of  trustees  to  them. 

He  told  the  Council  on  April 
15  that  the  task  force  would 
continue  to  work  with  the  board 
to  try  to  form  an  agreement 
acceptable  to  the  synod.  It  would 
not  lock  the  board  or  the  synod 
into  agreeing  to  a  particular 
operation  of  the  center,  he  said. 

"This  does  not  represent  just 
a  change;  it  is  completely  differ- 
ent," he  said. 

The  Council  affirmed  the  five 
principles  and  authorized  the 
task  force  to  continue  to  work 
with  the  board.  The  task  force 
will  report  to  the  Synod  Assem- 
bly on  any  agreement;  it  could 
possibly  report  that  it  is  contin- 
uing negotiations  if  it  had  not 
reached  final  agreement  with  the 
board  by  the  time  of  the  Assem- 
bly, May  21-22. 


LOUISVILLE,  Ky.  —  Arthur 
Ryan,  president  of  the  Presby- 
terian Church  (U.S.A.)  Board  of 
Pensions,  told  the  General  As- 
sembly Council  that  recent  ac- 
tions by  the  board  may  eliminate 
major  medical  fund  operating 
losses  by  the  end  of  1989.  "We 
may  even  see  a  reduction  in  the 
accumulated  deficit  by  the  end 
of  the  year,"  he  said  at  the 


council's  March  30  meeting. 

Ryan  reported  that  major 
medical  claims  increased  18 
percent  in  1988,  resulting  in  an 
$18  million  shortfall  in  the  fund. 
In  anticipation  of  such  a  crunch, 
the  board  announced  an  increase 
of  three  percent  in  major  medical 
dues  at  last  year's  General  As- 
sembly. 
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Irish  priest,  pastor  see  hope  for  Northern  Ireland 

Compromise  seeks  modified  democracy,  guarantees  for  Catholics 


By  Robert  Milks 
Editor 

One  glimpses  the  complexity 
of  Northern  Ireland  in  two  men 
sitting  together  at  a  table  in 
Raleigh,  N.C.,  one  a  Jesuit  and 
the  other  a  Presbyterian  minis- 
ter. They  are  visiting  America, 
speaking  together  on  the  possi- 


bility of  peace.  At  home,  they 
meet  in  interchurch  groups 
working  for  reconciliation. 

But  Father  Brian  Lennon  said 
toward  the  end  of  their  joint 
interview,  "It  would  probably  be 
difficult  for  me  to  preach  at 
regular  services  in  his  church." 

And  the  Rev.  John  Dunlop 
replied  quickly,  "Oh,  it  wouldn't 
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A  brand  new  book  to  inspire  you,  by  a  beloved  Christian  book  writer 
MABLE  PURVIANCE 
Mailed  to  you  autographed  and  postpaid  at  $3.00  per 
copy.  Four  copies,  $10.  a  beautiful  gift  for  a  friend. 
Mable  Purviance 

1216  Ponderosa,  Missoula,  Montana  59802 
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times" — Helga  Parent. 


be  possible." 

They  bring,  however,  a  mes- 
sage of  hope  to  America.  Pol- 
itically, it  is  one  of  compromise; 
religiously,  one  of  conciliation. 

They  visited  Raleigh,  Char- 
lotte, N.C.,  Washington,  D.C., 
Atlanta,  the  offices  of  the  Gener- 
al Assembly  in  Louisville,  Ne- 
wark, and  New  York,  in  a  tour 
sponsored  by  the  Center  for  Irish 
Studies  at  the  Catholic  Univer- 
sity of  America  and  the  Presby- 
terian Peacemaking  Program. 

Traditionally,  the  National- 
ists, associated  with  Catholics, 
have  wanted  a  united  Ireland, 
while  the  Unionists,  associated 
with  Protestants,  wanted  to 
remain  strongly  tied  to  Britain. 
Neither  course  will  work,  the 
two  men  believe. 

"Both  groups  are  strong 
enough  to  prevent  the  other 
from  dominating  politically," 
Lennon  said. 

"There  has  to  be  some  kind 
of  accommodation,  not  domina- 
tion," Dunlop  said. 

What  he  and  Lennon  advo- 
cate is  a  modified  democracy,  in 
which  a  local  parliament  for 
Northern  Ireland  would  operate 
under  the  overall  sovereignty  of 
Britain  with  the  consent  and 
support  of  the  Republic  of 
Ireland.  Catholics  would  be 
guaranteed  by  law  40  percent  of 
seats  in  the  legislature  and 
positions  in  the  local  executive 
branch. 

"We  think  it's  going  to 
happen,"  Lennon  said.  Opinion 
polls  show  significant  support 
on  both  sides,  Dunlop  said,  and 


Photo  by  Pam  Smith,  courtesy  North  Carolina  Catholic 

Father  Brian  Lennon  (left)  and  the  Rev.  John  Dunlop  discuss 
conditions  in  Northern  Ireland. 


there  is  support  from  some 
politicians  of  both  sides.  In  ad- 
dition, the  Anglo-Irish  Agree- 
ment of  1985  means  that  unlike 
previous  negotiations,  which 
would  also  have  to  be  cleared 
afterwards  with  Dublin  and  Lon- 
don, if  the  two  sides  agree  now, 
so  will  Dublin  and  London. 

The  two  sides  still  need  to 
agree  to  talk  directly,  Lennon 
said.  "When  they  do,  I  think  a 
settlement  would  emerge  very 
quickly." 

The  church  has  an  important 
role  to  play,  they  said.  "As  church 
people,  we  can  say  the  old 
patterns  of  victory  and  defeat  are 
models  that  will  not  work  in 
Northern  Ireland,  no  matter 
who  practices  them,"  Dunlop 
said.  Instead,  the  churches  can 
help  establish  "a  climate  where 
accommodation  can  take  place." 


If  it  does,  and  an  agreement 
results,  expect  violence  to  in- 
crease as  extremists  try  to  wreck 
the  agreement,  the  two  men 
warned.  Support  for  the  Irish 
Republican  Army,  however, 
would  be  much  weaker  among 
Catholics  if  they  had  political 
leaders  in  the  parliament,  Dun- 
lop said. 

The  extremists'  interests  com- 
plicate matters.  "People  speak  of 
mindless  violence,"  Dunlop  said. 
"There's  very  little  mindless 
violence;  most  of  it  is  carefully 
planned." 

There  is  also  an  enormous 
protection  racket  on  the  part  of 
the  paramilitary  groups,  he  said, 
taking  money  to  prevent  houses 
from  being  destroyed — the  ex- 
tremists of  both  sides. 

"And  they  cooperate  on  it," 
Lennon  said.  "It's  ecumenical." 


THE  PRESBYTERIAN  HOMES,  INC. 


A  Continuing  Care  Retirement  Community 

Laurinburg,  North  Carolina 

A  new  dawn  is  quietly  breaking.   Never  before  has  there  been 
anything  quite  like  Scotia  Village. 

This  new  community  is  located  on  66  beautifully  wooded  acres 
in  Laurinburg,   North  Carolina.  Both  the  concept  and  design  of 
Scotia  Village  address  your  independence  and  security.  By 
offering  a  variety  of  community  facilities  to  its  residents  and 
their  guests,   Scotia  Village  provides  an  abundance  of  personal 
services  that  are  tailored  to  a  quality  lifestyle.   And  best  of 
all,   quality  health-care  is  available  to  Scotia  Village's 
residents  in  its  on-site,   state-of-the-art  Health  Center. 

Scotia  Village  may  very  well  be  the  lifestyle  and  the  community 
that  will  brighten  your  day. 


•A  private,    non-profit  community 
sponsored  by  the  Presbyterian 
Homes,    Inc.   and  a  local  Board  of 
Trustees 

•A  community  with  residen- 
tial  apartments,    cottages,  common 
facilities,   amenities  and  an  on- 
site  Health  Center 

•Adjacent  to  St.  Andrews  Presby- 
terian College  in  Laurinburg 

•A  variety  of  floor  plans  with 
special  design  and  safety  fea- 
tures 

For  Information  Write: 

Scotia  Village-2200  Elm  Avenue-Laurinburg,  North  Carolina  2835: 
or  call   (919)  277-2000 


•Comprehensive  common  areas  and 
amenities.   On-site  Health  Cen- 
ter staffed  by  trained  nurses 
with  domiciliary  care  and  skil- 
led nursing  care 

•Services  designed  to  provide 
worry  free  living 

•Financial   security  provided 
through  a  $3  million  fund 
raising  campaign  and  the  con- 
tinuing care  concept 


Council  approves  '90  budget 


At  its  April  meeting,  the  Synod 
Council: 

•Agreed  to  take  a  1990  budget  to 
the  Synod  Assembly  for  approval  that 
would  increase  the  per-capita  assess- 
ment from  $2  to  $2.35.  The  increase 


SOUND  SYSTEMS 
and 

ELECTRONIC  ORGAN 
Service 
By 

Menken  and  Associates 

New  Installations  &  Updating 
Free  Estimates 


Charlotte,  N.C. 
(704)537-1025 


Call  Toll  Free 
1-800-283-9009 


You  Haven't 
Changed 
In  Years! 

Are  they  saying  this 
about  you? 
To  find  out  more  about 
how  you  can  make  learn- 
ing, growing  and  changing 
a  lifelong  experience, 
contact  us. 

Please  send  me  more  information 
about  Montreat's  programs  and 
facilities. 


Name 


Address 


City. 


State 


Zip 


Mail  to:  Montreat  Conference  Center 
Post  Office  Box  969 
Montreat,  NC  28757 
704-669-2911 


will  offset  a  deficit  in  the  1989  governance  bud- 
get, full-year  staff  rather  than  half-year  for  a 
number  of  positions  in  1989,  and  costs 
associated  with  opening  the  Richmond  office. 
The  proposed  mission  budget  will  be  $3.89 
million,  down  from  $4  million  in  1989. 

•Scheduled  budget  hearings  for  1990  for 
next  October. 

•Decided  to  try  to  sell  the  synod's  Raleigh 
office  rather  than  lease  it,  as  the  Council  voted 
to  do  in  December.  The  proceeds  would  cover 
the  costs  the  synod  will  face  in  several  months 
associated  with  renovation  of  the  Richmond 
office. 

•Voted  to  establish  a  search  committee  to 
seek  two  associate  executives  for  the  synod, 
one  for  racial-ethnic  and  presbytery  partner- 
ship ministries,  the  other  for  synod  ministries. 
The  search  committee  will  recommend  nomi- 
nees at  the  September  meeting  of  the  Council. 

Helping  children 

Continued  from  page  2 

a  ministry,  Edmarc  is  committed  to  providing 
care  wherever  it  is  needed. 

Edmarc  helps  children  and  their  families  deal 
with  the  issues  of  death  and  dying.  "In  a  society 
which  attempts  to  mask  death  and  keep  its 
reality  from  impinging  upon  our  lives,  the 
horror  and  pain  of  illness  steals  vital  strength 
and  meaning  from  our  existence,  and  robs  us 
of  precious  moments  of  life,"  said  a  staff 
member.  "If  we  can  face  the  issues  of  death 
and  find  meaning  despite  the  pain,  the  lives 
of  children,  no  matter  how  short,  can  provide 
inspiration  and  hope  for  the  future."  Through 
counseling  and  example,  Edmarc  affirms  life 
over  death,  and  the  triumph  of  faith  and  human 
endurance  in  the  face  of  life's  trials. 

A  growing  volunteer  program  prepares  lay 
persons  to  serve  as  family  friends  in  the  homes 
of  children  at  risk  of  death.  Support  groups 
and  ongoing  bereavement  counseling  aid 
families  in  the  transitions  which  occur  in  their 
lives  when  a  child  dies. 

Once  a  year,  family,  friends,  and  Edmarc 
staff  gather  for  a  memorial  service  in  remem- 
brance of  the  children  of  Edmarc. 
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PEOPLE 

The  vice-president  and  chief 
financial  officer  of  Superior 
Insurance  Co.  of  Atlanta,  Lar- 
ry R.  Modlin,  has  been  named 
business  manager  of  Warren 
Wilson  College.  During  his 
tenure  with  Superior  Insu- 
rance, corporate  assets  in- 
creased 700  percent  and  the 
company's  net  worth  rose  from 
$4  million  to  $49  million. 

•  •  • 

The  brother  of  the  first  black 
woman  ordained  by  the  Presb- 
yterian Church  (U.S.A.)  has 
been  installed  as  associate 
pastor  of  Northeastern  Church 
in  Washington,  D.C.  The  Rev. 
Jerry  Cannon  has  previously 
served  as  program  assistant  in 
the  Volunteers  in  Mission 
Office  of  the  General  Assem- 
bly. He  graduated  with  honors 
from  the  Interdenominational 
Theological  Center  in  Atlanta. 
Cannon's  sister  is  The  Rev. 
Katie  Cannon,  associate  pro- 
fessor of  Christian  ethics  at 
Episcopal  Divinity  School  in 
Cambridge,  Mass. 

•  •  • 

Two  Christian  educators  in 
the  Synod  of  the  Mid-Atlantic 
are  among  seven  certified  by 
the  General  Assembly's  Church 
Vocations  Unit  after  being 
examined  and  approved  by  the 
educator  certification  council 
of  the  unit.  They  are  Angela 
Drummond  of  Central  Church 
in  Bristol,  Va.,  and  Susan 
Hudson,  a  missionary  on  home 
assignment  in  Richmond,  Va. 

Among  the  nine  members  on 
the  Unit's  Educator  Certifica- 
tion Council  are  the  Rev. 
Marilyn  Shinnaman  of  Willi- 
amsburg, Va.,  and  Jocelyn  Hill 
of  Charlotte,  N.C. 

•  •  • 

Six  youths  from  the  Synod 
of  the  Mid-Atlantic  are  among 
eight  in  the  church  approved 
as  youths  in  mission  for  this 
summer  by  the  General  As- 
sembly's Education  and  Con- 
gregational Nurture  Unit  and 
Global  Mission  Ministry  Unit. 
They  are  April  Andrews  of 
Rocky  Mount,  N.C;  Katern 
Brown,  Baltimore,  Md.;  Elzine 
Fowler,  Fayetteville,  N.C; 
Margaret  Patterson,  Raleigh, 
N.C;  Melanie  Patterson,  Ra- 
leigh, N.C;  and  Stephen  Trues- 
dale,  Rocky  Mount,  N.C. 

•  •  • 

Noted  theologian  and  writer 
Robert  McAfee  Brown  spoke 
at  a  forum  sponsored  by  First 
Church  in  Charlotte,  N.C,  on 
April  12.  Brown  discussed 
"Religion  and  Politics:  A  Fresh 
Look."  He  is  emeritus  profes- 
sor of  theology  and  ethics  at 
Pacific  School  of  Religion  in 
Berkeley,  Cal. 


College's  students  build  homes  for  poor 


J.C.  Smith  Seminary 
marks  anniversary 

ATLANTA,  Ga.  —  On  April 
5  Johnson  C.  Smith  Seminary 
celebrated  the  122nd  anniversary 
of  its  founding  in  Charlotte,  N.C. 
and  the  20th  anniversary  of  its 
move  to  Atlanta  to  participate  in 
the  six-member  Interdenomina- 
tional Theological  Center. 

"Presbyterian  Education  for 
Black  Leadership  Development" 
was  the  theme  of  a  symposium 
marking  the  event.  During  the 
festivities,  the  Rev.  Joseph  Gaston 
was  invested  as  administrative 
dean  of  the  seminary.  He  was 
formerly  interim  executive  of  the 
Catawba  Interpresbytery  Unit  in 
Charlotte  and  before  that  an 
administrator  at  Johnson  C. 
Smith  University. 


By  Muadi  Mukenge 

Davidson  College  students 
can  be  found  on  Wednesday 
afternoons  and  weekends  this 
semester  hammering  nails  and 
painting  walls  instead  of  relax- 
ing or  doing  homework.  Said 
sophomore  Bob  Hornsby,  "It's 
a  good  way  to  spend  my 
time. ..you're  not  out  here  for 
yourself,  you're  out  here  to  help 
others." 

That  kind  of  spirit  is  the 
essence  of  Habitat  for  Human- 
ity, a  Christian  housing  ministry 
which  Davidson  College  has 
adopted  as  a  service  project  this 
year.  Townsfolk — young,  old, 
white,  black,  middle-  and  low- 
income — work  with  the  students 
in  building  inexpensive  homes 
for  Davidson  citizens  who  would 
otherwise  be  unable  to  afford 
one. 

Caroline  Craig,  service  coor- 
dinator at  Davidson  College  and 
a  board  member  of  Davidson 
Habitat,  said  the  project  exem- 
plifies the  college  philosophy  of 
service  by  meeting  the  challenge 
to  "foster  service  which  engages 
the  server  with  the  served  in  a 
relationship  of  mutual  learning 
and  empowerment. 

"As  volunteers  have  spent 
time  building  with  the  families 
some  have  begun  to  change  their 
ideas  about  who  the  poor 
are... and  why  they  are  poor,"  she 
said.  "Students  volunteer  for 
more  time." 

Habitat  is  in  its  first  year  in 
Davidson  but  in  its  23rd  year 
world-wide.  It  was  founded  by 
Alabamian  Millard  Fuller,  a 
former  millionaire  who  decided 
to  serve  the  unfortunate  instead 
of  simply  enjoying  his  own 
profits.  Based  in  Americus,  Ga., 
Habitat  for  Humanity  operates 
241  projects  in  North  America 
and  50  in  25  countries  abroad. 

The  involvement  traces  its 
roots  to  the  summer  of  1987, 
when  Davidson  was  one  of  17 
colleges  selected  to  receive  a  $3,000 


Photo  by  Michael  Cathey 

Davidson  sophomores  Bob  Hornsby  (left)  and  Jamie  Slagle 
work  in  one  of  the  Habitat  for  Humanity  houses. 


grant  to  develop  the  Public 
Leadership  Education  Project, 
sponsored  by  Exxon  and  the 
Kettering  Foundation.  Its  objec- 
tives were  to  develop  leadership 
skills  through  the  promotion  of 
student  participation  in  civic 
affairs. 

The  college  wanted  to  initiate 
a  housing  project  and  used  the 
funds  to  conduct  research  on 
housing  needs  and  available  low- 
cost  options  in  the  Davidson  and 
Charlotte  communities,  said 
John  Brockway,  Davidson  pro- 
fessor and  supervisor  of  the 
study.  It  was  at  this  point  that 
Davidsonians  began  looking  at 
Habitat  for  Humanity  as  a 
service  project. 

But  Davidson  had  a  difficult 
time  convincing  Habitat  head- 
quarters that  it  was  capable  of 
undertaking  a  housing  project. 

"We  were  told  Davidson  was 
too  small,  that  it  didn't  have  a 
great  need  for  housing,  and  that 
there  wasn't  enough  money  with 
which  to  work,"  said  Ken  Wood, 
executive  vice-president  of  Da- 
vidson Habitat. 

It  was  not  until  Davidson 


formed  a  H.O.O.T.  (Housing 
Opportunity  in  Our  Town,  Inc., 
the  embryonic  form  of  Habitat) 
in  December  1987  and  succeeded 
in  raising  $70,000  by  June  1988 
that  the  group's  application  for 
Habitat  affiliation  was  accepted. 
Donations  from  churches,  indi- 
viduals, and  area  businesses 
were  combined  with  a  loan  from 
Charlotte  Habitat  to  purchase 
building  materials  at  cost  from 
Hoke  Lumber  Co.,  which  is 
based  in  Davidson.  Davidson  is 
completing  its  second  Habitat 
house,  with  eight  more  planned 
to  be  built  on  a  three-and-a-half 
acre  lot. 

Wood  said  the  town  needs 
such  low-cost  housing.  He  said 
that  homes  in  Davidson  begin 
at  approximately  $90,000,  a 
price  even  college  professors  find 
difficult  to  afford.  Workers 
perform  all  aspects  of  the  build- 
ing— including  insulation,  sid- 
ing, and  the  laying  of  sewers. 
Only  plumbing  and  electricity 
are  contracted  to  professionals. 

A  large  number  of  students 
are  involved  in  Habitat — 104  of 
Davidson's    1,400  students. 


'New  Age'  in  evangelism 
dawns  anew  as  'New 


Day' 


By  Jerry  van  Marter 
Presbyterian  News  Service 

LOUISVILLE,  Ky.  —  "New 
Day  Dawning":  the  change  from 
"New  Age  Dawning"  approved  by 
the  Evangelism  and  Church  De- 
velopment Unit  committee  March 
18  is  so  simple  and  logical  that 
many  committee  members  were 
heard  to  comment,  "Why  didn't 
I  think  of  that?"  And  so  the 
evangelism  emphasis  of  the  Presb- 
yterian Church  (U.S.A.)  has  final- 
ly emerged  from  the  cloud  of 
confusion  that  surrounded  it 
because  of  the  popularity  of  the 
secular  "new  age"  spiritualism 
movement. 

The  Rev.  Gary  Demarest,  asso- 
ciate for  evangelism  in  the  unit, 
told  the  committee  that  because 
of  the  similiarity  between  the  old 
and  new  names  no  present  New 
Age  Dawning  materials  will  have 
to  be  recalled  and  reissued.  He 
said  that  as  new  resources  for  the 
program  are  created,  the  new 
name  will  be  used.  Posters  and 
other  public-relations  materials 
will  announce  the  name  change. 
For  some  items,  stickers  will  be 
provided  to  replace  the  word 
"Age"  with  "Day." 

Other  actions  indicating  a  new 
day  for  Presbyterian  evangelism 
came  later  in  the  meeting. 


The  committee  approved  initial 
plans  for  the  $15  million,  five-year 
evangelism  program  mandated  by 
last  year's  General  Assembly. 
Those  plans  include  publication  of 
a  brochure  listing  evangelism 
resources  and  programs  designed 
to  use  the  initial  $  1  million  pledged 
to  the  campaign  by  the  General 
Assembly  Council. 

Expected  to  be  ready  by  the 
time  the  General  Assembly  meets, 
the  brochure  outlines  six  em- 
phases of  the  new  program:  mis- 
sion program  grants  for  new 
churches,  redeveloped  churches, 
and  specialized  ministries;  an 
evangelism  consultation  with 
staffs  of  synods  and  presbyteries 
to  update  trends,  resources,  and 
networking  ideas;  development  of 
racial  and  ethnic  evangelism  re- 
sources tailored  to  racial  and 
ethnic  minority  congregations;  a 
training  and  resource  program  for 
pastors  of  new  churches;  a  task 
force  on  membership  growth;  and, 
in  conjunction  with  the  Education 
and  Congregational  Nurture  Unit, 
development  of  special  evangelism 
resources  for  use  with  children. 

The  Stewardship  and  Commun- 
ication Development  Unit  has 
developed  a  plan  to  fund  both  the 
evangelism  program  and  new 
missionaries  also  mandated  by  the 
last  Assembly.  The  fundraising 


will  focus  on  Extra  Commitment 
Giving,  a  "designated"  category 
within  the  General  Assembly 
budget. 

The  Rev.  John  Coffin,  director 
of  the  stewardship  unit,  said  using 
that  channel  provides  "an  already 
existing  way  for  individuals, 
congregations,  presbyteries,  and 
independent  fundraising  groups  to 
provide  support  without  damag- 
ing the  ongoing  mission-funding 
efforts  of  the  denomination." 

The  18-member  Task  Force  on 
Church  Membership  Growth  will 
"develop  recommendations  for 
specific  church-wide  programs 
designed  to  reverse  the  decline  of 
church  membership  in  the  Presb- 
yterian Church."  Demarest  will 
lead  it. 

While  the  unit  has  already 
developed  projects  and  resources 
for  1990,  the  next  four  years  of 
the  new  evangelism  program  are 
a  different  story.  To  assist  in  the 
planning  for  coming  years,  the 
unit  has  invited  18  persons  from 
synods,  presbyteries,  congrega- 
tions, and  ministry  units  and 
related  bodies  to  share  ideas  in 
Louisville  May  15-16. 

Among  participants  are  the 
Rev.  David  Hambrick  of  Abing- 
don Presbytery  and  the  Rev. 
Robert  T.  Henderson,  First 
Church,  Hendersonville,  N.C. 


About  100  townsfolk  are  also 
helping.  In  addition  to  construc- 
tion, students  help  with  public- 
ity, clerical  work,  fundraising, 
lunch  preparation,  and  babysit- 
ting for  adult  workers. 

Sophomore  Tindal  Davis 
started  working  with  Charlotte 
Habitat  during  the  1987-88 
academic  year  along  with  several 
other  Davidson  students.  It  was 
only  natural  for  them  to  join  the 
Davidson  affiliate  upon  return- 
ing to  campus  in  the  fall  of  1988. 

Said  Davis,  "I  like  helping 
people.  As  you  work  with  fam- 
ilies you  get  to  know  them  better 
and  you  see  what  you're  working 
for.  It  makes  it  all  a  lot  more 
personal." 

Hornsby,  of  Murfreesboro, 
Tenn.,  became  interested  in 
Habitat  through  an  uncle  who 
had  volunteered  his  services  in 
Nicaragua. 

The  energy  of  local  students 
and  townsfolk  has  now  attracted 
support  from  people  outside  the 
community.  Davidson  Habitat 
will  receive  a  big  boost  next  July 
when  Charlotte  contractor  J. 
Alton  Stewart  will  erect  two 
homes  in  one  week  with  volun- 
teers from  Wildwood  Green 
Baptist  Church  in  Huntersville. 
Stewart  said  the  group  wanted 
to  "work  close  to  home  so  we 
could  do  some  good  for  the 
people  of  this  area." 

Mark  Lomax,  chair  of  Davidson 
Habitat,  said  that  Stewart's  offer 
"seems  like  a  real  gift  from  God." 

Habitat  is  able  to  build  homes 
valued  at  $50,000  and  sell  them 
for  approximately  $36,000.  Ho- 
meowners make  interest-free 
monthly  payments  of  $180  pay- 
able over  a  20-year  period  to  pay 
for  their  homes. 

Families  to  be  served  are 
chosen  by  a  family  selection 
committee.  Wood  said  families 
must  have  children  under  16, 
must  have  been  born  in  David- 
son or  Cornelius,  and  are  re- 
quired to  help  in  the  building  of 
two  homes,  including  their  own. 


2  from  synod 
arc  vice-chairs 

LOUISVILLE,  Ky.  —  Two 
people  from  the  Synod  of  the 
Mid-Atlantic  will  serve  as  vice- 
moderators  of  committees  for 
the  201st  General  Assembly. 
The  Office  of  the  Stated  Clerk 
has  announced  moderators, 
vice-moderators,  and  commit- 
tee assistants. 

The  Rev.  Curtis  Jones  of 
Baltimore  Presbytery  will  be 
vice-moderator  of  the  Peace- 
making and  International  Re- 
lations Committee,  and  Char- 
lotte Hampton  of  Charlotte 
Presbytery  will  be  vice-moder- 
ator of  the  Church  Orders  and 
Ministry  Committee. 

In  addition,  the  synod's 
associate  executive  for  finance 
and  treasurer,  the  Rev.  Joseph 
Pickard,  will  be  committee 
assistant  for  the  Committee  on 
Current  Year  Budgets. 

The  moderator  of  the  Gener- 
al Assembly  selects  moderators 
and  vice-moderators  from  the 
list  of  approved  commissioners 
in  consultation  with  others.  A 
computer  assigns  commission- 
ers to  committees,  with  the 
moderator  beginning  the  pro- 
cess by  announcing  two 
numbers  from  which  the  sys- 
tem begins. 

This  year  there  will  be  16 
committees,  rather  than  17  as 
last  year. 
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AMONG  THE 
PRESBYTERIES 

News  from  around  the  Synod 


Western  N.C.  elects 
exec,  approves  plan 

By  a  unanimous  vote  the  Pres- 
bytery of  Western  North  Carol- 
ina elected  the  Rev.  Caroline 
Gourley  as  its  first  executive 
presbyter  and  stated  clerk. 

Gourley  is  a  graduate  of 
Queens  College  and  Duke  Uni- 
versity Divinity  School  and  is 
working  on  a  Doctorate  of 
Ministry  at  Columbia  Seminary. 

She  has  been  the  pastor  at 
Yadkinville  Church,  hunger- 
action  enabler  for  Yadkin  and 
Concord  Presbyteries,  and  asso- 
ciate general  presbyter  for  min- 
isters in  Concord  Presbytery. 

The  presbytery  also  approved 
the  Organizational  Plan  which 
was  submitted  by  the  Mission 
Design  Committee. 

The  committee  had  spent 
several  months  in  study  and  in 
soliciting  comments  and  sugges- 
tions from  the  congregations  of 
the  presbytery. 

The  Rev.  Fred  Rose,  chair  of 
the  Mission  Design  Committee, 
said,  "By  this  plan  we  are  saying 
we  are  a  people  who  worship, 
and  therefore,  the  presbytery 
will  worship  and  celebrate  the 


Rev.  Caroline  Gourley 

Lord's  Supper  at  each  meeting. 

"We  will  provide  for  involve- 
ment of  all  people.  It  will  be 
important  for  us  to  build  fellow- 
ship networks  for  clergy,  educa- 
tors, and  campus  ministers.  The 
plan  is  an  invitation  to  a  party; 
we  must  decide  if  we  will  dance," 
Rose  said. 

Rose  also  called  the  presby- 
tery's attention  to  the  Division 
of  Celebration  Events.  This 
division  is  responsible  for  de- 
signing events  for  church  officers 
and  congregations. 


Spending 
homeless 

The  words  below  are  from  Beth 
Doty,  student  pastor  at  West 
Church  in  Wilmington,  Del.,  in 
New  Castle  Presbytery,  and  are 
printed  here  with  permission.  The 
firehouse  shelter  referred  to  is 
literally  a  former  firehouse  that 
the  city  of  Wilmington  made 
available  as  a  shelter  for  homeless 
people. 

"A  few  weeks  ago  I  spent  the 
night  at  the  firehouse  shelter  as 
a  homeless  person.  It  was  a 
difficult  experience  for  me  because 
it  confirmed  for  me  what  I  had 
suspected  all  along,  that  this  was 
the  end  of  the  line  for  so  many 
who  have  always  been  on  the 
fringes  of  society. 

"When  I  first  entered  the  shelter 
at  5:00  p.m.,  it  was  already  filled. 
The  man  behind  the  desk  barked, 
'name,  lady!'  I  was  told  to  wait 
against  the  wall.  The  man  at  the 
desk  turned  around  to  finish 
watching  his  TV  show.  I  waited. 

"After  what  seemed  to  me  an 
interminably  long  time  the  man 
thrust  two  sheets  at  me  and  said, 
'follow  me.'  He  took  me  to  a  room, 
knocked  quickly,  then  thrust  open 
the  door.  I  was  glad  there  were 
no  women  undressing  at  the  time. 
It  was  such  an  invasion  of  an 
already  limited  amount  of  privacy. 

"There  were  three  beds  and  a 
mattress  rolled  up  in  the  corner 
of  this  tiny  10  by  16  feet  room. 


a  night  with  the 
changes  a  life 


I  was  told  I  was  to  have  the 
mattress.  I  inquired  about  pillows 
and  a  young  woman  told  me  there 
were  not  enough,  that  I  should  get 
a  pillowcase  and  then  ball  my  coat 
up  and  stuff  it  in  the  pillowcase. 
There  were  not  any  blankets, 
either,  I  was  told  and  I  was  hopeful 
that  the  heat  continued  to  work 
because  my  coat  was  now  under 
my  head. 

"Two  women  arrived  shortly 
after  I  got  settled  and  we  made 
introductions.  I  discovered  much 
during  their  conversation.  Both 
women  had  been  in  the  shelter  for 
a  long  time.  One  had  been  there 
about  a  year.  They  worked  a  40- 
hour  week  at  minimum  wage  and 
still  couldn't  make  it,  rent  was  too 
high. 

"When  I  finally  ventured  out  I 
was  appalled  at  the  huge  number 
of  people  jammed  into  the  shelter. 
I  was  afraid  because  so  many 
seemed  to  be  substance  abusers, 
folks  unable  to  take  care  of 
themselves,  or  women  and  child- 
ren who  had  no  means  of  support. 

"After  I  reached  the  TV  room 
I  discovered  an  adjacent  room 
where  women  with  children 
stayed.  The  children,  half  clothed, 
were  running  in  and  out  of  the 
room.  It  was  finally  discovered  by 
the  staff  person  that  the  mother 
had  left  the  children  to  socialize 


Waiting  list  never  exhausted  at  shelter 


The  sixth  floor  of  the  YWCA 
building  in  downtown  Baltimore 
is  called  the  Eleanor  D.  Corner 
House  Family  Shelter.  It  can 
accommodate  25  families  (or  66 
people)  at  a  time  and,  according 
to  Shirley  Belton,  intake  coun- 
selor, is  always  full.  In  fact,  the 
waiting  list  is  never  exhausted, 
and  the  need  for  shelter  has  been 
steadily  increasing. 

New  mission  in  1982 

The  Family  Shelter  was  estab- 
lished in  1982  as  a  cooperative 
venture  between  the  "Y"  and 
Baltimore  Presbytery.  Con- 
vinced that  the  Shelter  could 
provide  a  viable  solution  for 
temporarily  homeless  families, 
the  presbytery  adopted  it  as  a 
new  mission  project  and  com- 
mitted a  substantial  percentage 


of  the  presbytery's  mission 
budget  to  help  fund  it.  The 
Shelter's  allocation  of  mission 
dollars  for  1989  is  $29,500. 

Corner  House,  which  also 
provides  temporary  housing  for 
20  single  women  on  the  fifth 
floor,  is  founded  on  the  belief 
that  homeless  persons  have 
dignity,  basic  human  worth,  and 
rights  to  privacy,  understanding, 
and  direction  as  they  re-establish 
their  self-sufficiency.  In  a  caring 
atmosphere,  the  Family  Shelter 
answers  immediate  needs  for 
shelter,  food,  and  clothing  while 
residents  cope  with  the  crisis  of 
homelessness  and  make  deci- 
sions for  their  future. 

Sliding  scale  payments 

Homeless  because  of  eviction, 
unemployment,  domestic  con- 


flict, uninhabitable  housing,  or 
other  emergencies,  no  family  is 
turned  away  from  the  Family 
Shelter  for  lack  of  money.  Based 
on  their  income  and  ability  to 
pay,  families  are  requested  to 
contribute  to  the  Shelter  on  a 
sliding  scale.  Each  family  is 
provided  with  one  or  two  bed- 
rooms, semi-private  bathroom 
facilities,  a  common  TV/ lounge 
area,  a  common  game  room  for 
children,  a  common  dining 
room,  three  meals  daily,  and 
clothing  as  needed.  Children 
usually  attend  schools  in  the 
neighborhood  of  the  "Y." 

Trained  to  assist  families  in 
locating  employment  or  job 
training,  permanent  housing, 
and  social  services,  the  five 
counselors  on  staff  at  the  Shelter 
"use  any  resource  that  can  help 


change  a  situation,"  Belton  said. 
Additional  assistance  may  be 
given  to  help  families  obtain 
household  goods,  food,  and 
furnishings  in  order  to  establish 
a  new  home.  The  counselors  also 
attempt  to  ameliorate  the  orig- 
inal cause  for  homelessness  or 
prevent  it  from  occurring  again. 

The  Eleanor  D.  Corner  House 
Family  Shelter  is  one  of  a  very 
few  facilities  in  Baltimore 
equipped  to  serve  whole  families 
which  are  defined  here  as  adult 
females  or  males  with  spouses  or 
children.  The  length  of  stay  for 
each  family  is  limited  to  30  days 
during  which  time  they  are 
strongly  encouraged  to  obtain 
permanent  housing.  When  abso- 
lutely necessary,  extensions 
beyond  30  days  can  be  made. 


Eastern  Va. 
takes  shape 

The  dream  of  a  new  presb- 
ytery in  the  southeastern  part 
of  Virginia  is  moving  closer  to 
reality. 

Because  of  the  difficult  task 
of  preparing  the  new  Manual 
for  Eastern  Virginia  Presby- 
tery, the  Design  and  Staffing 
Committee  sent  the  first  draft 
to  each  member  church  of  the 
two  current  presbyteries,  Nor- 
folk and  Southern  Virginia,  for 
study  and  evaluation.  Then 
each  church  was  given  an 
opportunity  to  hold  dialogue 
with  the  committee,  listing  its 
concerns  and  approvals  of  each 
part  of  the  manual. 

From  these  "hearings"  a 
great  deal  of  information  was 
gleaned,  which  the  committee 
began  to  incorporate  into  its 
revised  manual.  This  revision, 
which  includes  the  proposed 
staffing  design,  was  sent  to  each 
church  of  the  two  presbyteries 
for  further  study  and  evaluation. 


Salem:  What's  in  a  name? 


By  John  Handley 

"Your  name  is  Salem!"  an- 
nounced moderator  Carter  Shel- 
ley at  the  end  of  her  sermon.  I 
was  surprised.  Even  though  the 
transitional  committee  on  the 
name  of  presbytery  indicated 
that  this  name  met  all  their 
stated  criteria  —  biblical,  theo- 
logical, historical,  and  geo- 
graphical —  it  was  not  my 
preference. 

The  setting  was  Vandalia 
Church  in  Greensboro,  N.C, 
September  15,  1988.  Presbytery 
B  voted  on  several  names  pres- 
ented by  the  Presbytery  Name 
Committee.  Far  from  a  mandate 
(winning  by  a  whisker-thin  mar- 
gin), the  name  seemed  to  some 
too  geographically  specific  and, 
historically,  more  Moravian 
than  Presbyterian. 

As  I  learned  more  about  the 
word  "Salem"  and  listened  to 
others  discussing  it,  its  power 
and  message  began  to  grow. 
Reminded  of  the  righteous  king, 


Melchizedek,  I  learned  that  the 
name  of  his  city,  Salem,  was 
derived  from  the  Hebrew  word 
meaning  peace  —  make  peace  or 
be  at  peace. 

Digging  further  to  the  roots 
of  biblical  peace,  I  discovered  it 
to  be  grounded  in  the  concept 
of  wholeness  or  completeness. 
To  be  in  harmony  with  the 
intention  of  God's  creation  or  to 
be  complete  or  healthy,  living  up 
to  one's  potential,  is  shalom, 
God's  peace. 

It  occurred  to  me  that  one  of 
my  hopes  in  the  Presbyterian 
reunion  has  centered  around  our 
little  branch  of  Christ's  body 
being  restored  to  its  intended 
wholeness.  Together  again  after 
a  wrenching  division.  It  involves 
more  than  just  the  absence  of 
war.  We  are  whole  again  as 
inclusiveness  marks  our  state- 
ments of  purpose.  Coming  to- 
gether seeking  ways  across  racial 
and  cultural  barriers,  becoming 


Salem  —  a  symbol  of  peace  and 
wholeness  in  a  world  that  is 
better  acquainted  with  war  and 
division. 

For  some  years  I  have  closed 
my  correspondence  with  the 
word  "Peace!"  And  here  I  am 
in  Salem!  Join  me  in  seeking 
"shalom"  to  the  glory  of  God  — 
honoring  the  name  that  God's 
wisdom  has  provided  for  us! 

Bicentennial  service 
bulletins  offered 

Bulletins  for  the  Presbyterian 
Church  (U.S.A.)  bicentennial 
communion  service  set  for  May 
21  are  available.  The  cost  is  $5 
for  50  bulletins. 

Place  orders  by  writing  to 
Distribution  Management  Ser- 
vices, 100  Witherspoon  St., 
Louisville,  Ky.  40202-1396,  or 
calling  1-800-524-2612.  The  item 
number  for  the  bulletins  is  918- 
88-612A. 


with  others  in  front  of  the  shelter. 
It  became  clear  to  me  that  this  was 
a  totally  unacceptable  place  for 
children  to  be. 

"As  I  worked  my  way  back  to 
my  room  I  was  verbally  harrassed 
by  those  hanging  out  by  the  door 
to  the  women's  room.  Two  young 
women  came  through  our  room 
to  go  into  an  adjoining  room  and 
upon  entering  the  bathroom  an- 
nounced that  there  was  no  toilet 
paper. 

"As  I  nestled  between  sheets, 
hopeful  that  I  would  be  able  to 
get  some  sleep,  I  discovered  that 
the  night  life  was  just  beginning. 
There  was  at  least  one  fight  over 
a  card  game  which  ended  with  the 
police  carting  off  the  participants 
and  about  4:00  a.m.  one  of  the 
young  women  I  was  sharing  a 
room  with  came  to  bed.  At  6:30 
a.m.,  our  wake-up  call 
came. ..extremely  loud  music 
which  almost  stopped  my  heart. 

"When  I  emerged  from  the 
shelter  at  7:30  a.m.,  I  walked  back 
to  West  Church  a  changed  person. 
There  was  relief  that  at  least  this 
time  in  my  life,  I  did  not  have  to 
live  like  that  again.  And,  by  the 
grace  of  God,  I  could  share  my 
experience  with  others  in  the  hope 
that  in  some  small  way  we  could 
make  a  difference  in  the  lives  of 
these  children  of  God." 


New  church 
seeks  to  serve 
community 

In  November  1986,  land 
was  purchased  on  U.S.  High- 
way 65  in  Manteo  on  the 
Outer  Banks  of  North  Carol- 
ina, now  in  New  Hope  Presb- 
ytery, near  Manteo  High 
School.  It  was  the  hope  and 
dream  of  many  to  start  a 
Presbyterian  church  in  Man- 
teo. This  dream  is  coming 
closer  to  being  a  reality.  Land 
clearing  has  begun  on  the 
property. 

Currently,  under  the  lead- 
ership of  the  Rev.  Richard 
Ainsworth,  the  group  meets 
in  the  Manteo  Middle 
School.  They  have  services  on 
Sunday  morning  with  wor- 
ship and  Bible  study  being 
combined  into  one  service. 
One  Sunday  in  the  month, 
they  have  a  fellowship  gath- 
ering. Hymnals  have  been 
given  to  them  and  they  are 
moving  forward. 

The  mission  design  states 
that  "the  mission  of  this 
church  is  to  be  the  body  of 
Christ  in  this  community  as 
given  in  a  reformed  faith;  to 
proclaim  the  truth/ compas- 
sion of  Jesus  revealed  in 
scripture  in  our  life  together 
in  service  to  others;  to  invite 
and  educate  others  to  share 
their  commitment  to  Christ; 
to  reach  out  to  bring  to 
community  those  who  need 
the  reconciling  love  of  Jesus 
Christ;  to  participate  faith- 
fully in  the  government  and 
mission  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church  USA." 

The  church's  focus  will  be 
on  "mission  to  the  newcomers 
and  transients,  families,  sin- 
gles, ministry  and  community 
development  and  ministry  in 
faithful  stewardship  of  mis- 
sion." 
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Campaign  underway 


Barium  Springs  is  off  to  a 
great  start  in  a  capital  campaign 
to  air-condition  the  children's 
cottages. 

We  hope  there  will  be  no 
nights  this  summer  when  the 
children  have  to  sleep  on  pallets 
on  the  floors  of  the  few  air- 
conditioned  buildings  on  cam- 
pus. Their  cottages  were  built 
with  a  slab-over-slab  design  for 
fire  protection,  which  makes 
summer  heat  even  worse.  These 
children  are  often  not  able  to 
cope  with  normal  stresses  of 
daily  living.  The  added  tensions 
of  unreasonable  heat  make 
summers  a  much  more  difficult 
time  than  they  deserve. 

The  overdue  project  received 
immediate  priority  at  the  Board 
of  Regents  meeting  in  April  of 


1988.  Bids  were  accepted,  plans 
were  approved,  and  contracts 
signed  by  July. 

It  will  cost  $277,258  to  pur- 
chase, install,  operate,  and  main- 
tain the  equipment.  Several 
foundations  throughout  North 
Carolina  are  recognizing  the 
children's  urgent  need,  especially 
in  view  of  the  heat  of  recent 
summers,  and  are  responding  to 
our  requests  for  help. 

The  campaign  will  end  this 
summer  with  the  help  of  gener- 
ous churches,  individuals,  cor- 
porations, and  foundations.  The 
children  and  staff  are  grateful  for 
people  who  care  enough  for  their 
well-being  to  help  eliminate  this 
depressing  discomfort  which  can 
jeopardize  hard-won  progress. 


Haimes  co-authors  chapter 


Rochelle  Haimes,  campus 
administrator,  and  Kathryn  S. 
Donley,  former  director  of  New 
York  Spaulding  for  Children, 
have  co-authored  a  chapter  in 
Permanence  and  Family  Sup- 
port: Changing  Practice  in 
Group  Child  Care. 

The  book  was  edited  by  Gary 
O.  Carman,  executive  director  of 
the  Andrus  Home  for  Children, 
and  Richard  W.  Small,  execu- 
tive director  of  the  Walker 
Home  and  School,  and  is  pub- 
lished by  the  Child  Welfare 
League  of  America. 

During  the  1980s,  a  shift  in 
child-welfare  policy  has  been 
concentrating  on  preventing 
out-of-home  placement  whenev- 
er possible.  For  those  children 
already  in  foster  or  group  care, 
a  permanent  plan  must  be  deve- 
loped; living  in  their  own  home 
or  an  adoptive  home  is  often 
preferred. 

Each  author  who  contributed 
to  this  book  writes  about  how 
the  permanency  laws  have 
caused  some  change  in  the 
practice  of  residential  group 
care. 

The  Haimes-Donley  chapter 
is  "New  Dimensions  in  Child 
Placement:  Residential  Group 
Care- Adoption  Collaboration." 
Recent  legislation  prompts 
adoption  workers  and  residen- 
tial care  staff  to  work  together 
on  behalf  of  the  same  child. 

Children  in  residential  care 
are  increasingly  being  identified 
as  candidates  for  adoption  when 
parental  rights  are  terminated  by 
the  courts.  It  is  important  for  the 
adoption  worker  and  the  resi- 
dential care  staff  to  work  closely 
together  in  preparing  the  child 
and  the  adoptive  family  to  live 
together  successfully. 

The  field  of  residential  care  is 
serving  increasing  numbers  of 
children  with  previous  adoption 
experience.  The  staff  of  the 
group-care  facility  can  get  val- 
uable assistance  from  colleagues 
who  understand  the  issues  of 
adoption  and  how  to  best  help 
the  family  while  the  child  is  out 
of  the  home. 

The  authors  agree  that  this 
collaboration  is  "a  partnership 
born  of  necessity."  But  they 
encourage  workers  from  both 
areas  to  respect  each  other's 
knowledge  and  ability  instead  of 


competing  for  the  children.  An 
effective  collaboration,  they 
advise,  can  improve  the  future 
of  children  in  care. 

(Editor's  note:  Haimes  has 
been  campus  administrator  since 
September  of  1982.  She  is  na- 
tionally respected  in  the  field  of 
child  care.  The  Home  is  proud 
of  her  many  contributions  to  the 
field  and  to  the  agency.) 


Grant  awarded 
to  Barium 

Barium  Springs  Home  for 
Children  was  one  of  42  child- 
care  institutions  in  North  and 
South  Carolina  to  be  awarded 
an  operation  grant  from  the 
Duke  Endowment. 

Operating  grants  totaling 
$2,960,169  were  awarded  to  175 
hospitals  and  42  child-care  in- 
stitutions in  both  Carolinas  by 
the  Endowment's  trustees  at 
their  March  meeting. 

The  annual  grants  to  child- 
care  institutions  provide  general 
operating  support.  Robert  A.  May- 
er II,  director  of  the  Endowment's 
Child  Care  Division,  said  that  the 
funds  are  vital  to  these  institutions 
because  support  for  normal  oper- 
ating expenses  is  the  most  dif- 
ficult kind  of  money  to  raise. 

The  annual  hospital  grants, 
which  help  cover  costs  of  caring 
for  the  poor,  are  increasingly 
important  to  hospitals  as  the 
problem  of  indigent  care  con- 
tinues to  get  worse. 

The  Duke  Endowment  pro- 
vides assistance  to  not-for-profit 
hospitals  and  child-care  institu- 
tions in  the  Carolinas;  rural 
United  Methodist  churches  and 
retired  ministers  in  North  Caro- 
lina; and  four  educational  insti- 


...Or 
So  It 
Seems 


Recently,  we  were  involved  in 
a  court  action  to  determine  the 
rightful  beneficiary  of  a  trust. 
The  trial  brief  prepared  and 
presented  on  behalf  of  Barium 
captures  the  essence  of  the 
evolution  of  Barium  and  similar 
agencies  over  the  decades. 

"The  evidence  will  show  that 
Barium  is  an  institution  that  has 
responded  to,  and  has  met,  the 
needs  of  an  ever-changing  socie- 
ty while  remaining  true  to  its 
fundamental  objectives.  Barium 
has  always  provided  food,  shel- 
ter, clothing,  religious  training, 
education,  medical  care  and 
guidance  for  children  under  its 


Earle  Frazier,  ACSW 
Executive  Director 

care.  The  circumstances  from 
which  children  come  to  the 
Home  have  evolved;  the  mission 
is  the  same. 

"Barium's  history  is  one  of 
serving  the  needs  of  children  in 
a  manner  that  reflects  the  nature 
of  those  needs  as  they  have 
evolved  over  time.  The  societal 
forces  which  have  necessitated 
expanding  the  scope  of  service 
at  Barium  are  universal.  Over 
time,  institutions  serving  child- 
ren's needs  have  either  adapted 
or  disappeared." 


tutions:  Duke,  Furman,  and 
Johnson  C.  Smith  Universities, 
and  Davidson  College. 

The  Duke  Endowment  also 
awards  special  project  grants  to 
eligible  institutions  who  apply  and 
are  approved.  Barium  Springs 


recently  received  a  grant  of 
$20,000  to  assist  in  its  campaign 
to  provide  air  conditioning  for 
the  children's  cottages. 

In  1988,  the  Home  received 
about  $52,000,  approximately 
two  percent  of  its  total  budget. 


I  Pen  &  Ink  Drawings 
l  of  the  Original  Buildings 
of  Barium  Springs  Home 
for  Children 


Clip  Out  Form  &  Mail  To  Order 

To  Order:  Fill  out  form  below:  send  with  check  or  money  order  before 
May  31 ,  1 989  to  Barium  Springs  Home  For  Children,  P.O. 
Box  1,  Barium  Springs,  NC  28010. 

SET  OF  17  PRINTS;  $99.95  per  set 
8  1/2x11         No.  of  Sets  
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The  original  Little  Joe's  Church 


INDIVIDUAL  PRINTS  -10x14  $10  each 

NAME  QUANTITY 

1 .  Alexander  Building  (Shoe  Shop)   

2.  Annie  Louise  Cottage   

3.  Elementary  School  (New  School)   

4.  Howard  Cottage   

5.  Jennie  Gilmer  Cottage   

6.  Lee's  Cottage   

Little  Joe's  Presbyterian  Church   

Lottie  Walker  Woman's  Building   

McNair  (Old  School  Building)   

Rumple  Hall  (Dining  Hall)   

Sprunt  Infirmary   

Stowe  Baby  Cottage   

13.  Synod's  Cottage   

14.  Boyd  Cottage   

15.  Burrough  Office  Building   

16.  Oakland  Superintendent's  Home   

17.  Round  Knob   


BOX  OF  17  NOTE  CARDS,  ENVS. 
$5.25  Per  Box     No.  of  Boxes  


(One  print  of  each  building  per  box) 

18  x  22  Collage  of  all  17  buildings 
$25  Per  Print      No.  of  Prints  


Total  Amount  Enclosed 


Name 


Address . 
City  


St. 


Zip  Code  

Orders  cannot  be  filled  unless  they  are 
prepaid.  Orders  not  picked  up  at 
Homecoming  will  be  mailed  shortly 
thereafter. 


Barium  Springs 
Alumni  News 


HEALTHY  TEETH  = 
PRETTY  SMILES 
Dental  hygenist  Lynn  Jen- 
kins recently  taught  proper 
dental  care  to  the  three-  and 
four-year-olds  at  the  Family 
and  Child  Development  Cen- 
ter. Lynn's  daughter  Brenae 
is  in  the  three-year-olds' 
room. 


Mrs.  Bertha  Jane  Eddleman 
Morgan,  88,  died  on  February 
10  in  Charlotte,  N.C.  Morgan 
came  to  live  at  Barium  Springs 
Home  in  1911,  along  with  her 
sister,  Mittie  Eddleman,  and  two 
brothers,  David  and  Sidney 
Eddleman. 

Mrs.  Shirley  Inman  Hudgins, 
Class  of  1951,  recently  received 
word  from  two  former  ministers 
at  Little  Joe's  Presbyterian 
Church.  The  following  are  ex- 
cerpts from  their  letters: 

The  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Tom  Cook 
(Rosie  Mae)  write,  "Both  of  us 
have  such  fond  memories  of  our 
years  at  Barium.  Mr.  Cook  had 
a  stroke  this  past  June  on  his 


left  side.  His  mind  is  as  clear  as 
a  bell  and  he  now  walks  with 
a  4-pronged  cane.  He  will  be  90 
years  old  on  June  12th  and  only 
retired  in  1986— from  1930... We 
had  hoped  in  retirement  to  get 
back  to  Barium,  but  found 
ourselves  tired,  and  so  far  Mr. 
Cook  cannot  drive  and  this  is 
a  big  handicap.  Our  love  to  each 
at  your  Reunion  time." 

The  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Charles 
Sides  (Virginia)  write,  "We 
remember  you  with  great  affec- 
tion along  with  all  the  other 
students  at  Barium  Springs.  I 
was  there  from  September  1, 
1948,  to  March  1,  1954.  Virginia 
and  1  were  married  on  December 
5,  1948.  Even  though  all  this  is 


a  long  time  in  the  past,  we  will 
never  forget  all  of  you  who  had 
such  an  important  part  in  our 
lives. 

"We  retired  two  years  ago  but 
have  continued  to  live  in  Abbe- 
ville (S.C.).  We  came  here  in 
1974.  We  have  two  sons,  'Bart,' 
who  was  born  while  we  lived  at 
Barium,  and  'Danny,'  who  ar- 
rived less  than  two  months  after 
we  moved  away...  If  you  ever 
come  our  way,  please  stop  by  to 
see  us.  We  live  just  beyond  the 
Post  Office  at  308  Greenville 
Street." 

Thanks  to  Hudgins  for  shar- 
ing her  letters  with 
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Seminary's  biblical  scholars  provide 
major  contribution  to  religious  studies 

[77  1 


It  has  been  rare  in  the  109- 
year  history  of  the  Society  of 
Biblical  Literature  (SBL)  for  two 
scholars  from  the  same  institu- 
tion to  serve  as  president  of  the 
5,000-member  national  organi- 
zation. Yet  Paul  J.  Achtemeier 
and  James  L.  Mays,  both  pro- 
fessors in  the  biblical  depart- 
ment at  Union  Theological  Se- 
minary in  Virginia,  not  only 
have  held  this  office  in  close 
succession,  but  were  selected  to 
edit  the  Society's  Bible  reference 
set,  a  joint  publishing  project  of 
the  Society  of  Biblical  Literature 
and  Harper  &  Row  Publishers. 

The  society  normally  circu- 
lates its  research  and  publica- 
tions within  the  religious  aca- 
demic community.  In  the  past 
few  years,  in  an  effort  to  share 
new  findings  with  the  wider 
church,  the  society  collaborated 
with  Harper  &  Row  Publishers 
to  produce  a  two-volume  Bible 
reference  set  for  lay  persons  as 
well  as  pastors.  Together  the 
volumes  present  the  most  cur- 
rent biblical  scholarship  in  the 
most  readable  fashion. 

Paul  J.  Achtemeier,  Herbert 
Worth  &  Annie  H.  Jackson 
Professor  of  Biblical  Interpreta- 
tion at  the  seminary,  edited  the 
first  volume,  Harper's  Bible 
Dictionary,  a  1985  publication 
containing  articles  explaining 
important  terms,  words,  and 
concepts  in  each  book  of  the  Old 
and  New  Testament  and  the 
Apocrypha.  Achtemeier  as- 
sumed the  monumental  task  of 
compiling  the  research  of  180 


Professor  Achtemeier 

worldwide  experts  covering  the 
vast  spectrum  of  Judeo-Chris- 
tian  heritage.  The  book  repres- 
ents a  unique  venture  in  the  field 
of  publishing,  in  that  it  is  a 
cooperative  project  between  a 
major  learned  society  and  a 
major  publishing  house.  Already 
in  its  fourth  printing,  it  has 
received  wide  acclaim  as  the 
leading  biblical  reference  dic- 
tionary for  years  to  come. 

James  L.  Mays,  Cyrus 
McCormick  Professor  of  Bibli- 
cal Literature  at  Union  Semi- 
nary, edited  the  companion 
piece  of  the  two-volume  set, 
Harper's  Bible  Commentary, 
which  was  published  in  the  fall 
of  1988.  This  volume,  containing 
cross-references  to  the  diction- 
ary, is  an  authoritative  resource 
which  places  the  Bible  in  its 
historical,  literary,  and  interpre- 
tive contexts.  Mays  coordinated 
the  work  of  82  SBL  scholars  into 


Professor  Mays 

a  clear,  convenient  guide  to 
reading  and  understanding  the 
Bible,  based  on  a  rich  diversity 
of  current  biblical  scholarship. 

Pointing  to  the  high  caliber  of 
Union  Seminary's  biblical  fa- 
culty, Gene  Tucker,  chair  of  the 
Research  and  Publication  Com- 
mittee of  the  Society  of  Biblical 
Literature,  said,  "It's  extraordi- 
nary that  when  the  SBL  looked 
around  for  editors  of  the  Bible 
dictionary  and  commentary, 
both  were  found  to  be  professors 
in  the  same  institution." 

When  one  considers  the  more 
than  5,000  members  represent- 
ing universities  such  as  Harvard, 
Duke,  Yale,  Chicago,  and  Prin- 
ceton from  which  the  editors 
were  selected,  it  is  easy  to  see 
why  Union  Theological  Semi- 
nary in  Virginia  is  justly  proud 
of  its  faculty,  whose  dedicated 
scholarship  seeks  to  enlarge  and 
enrich  the  life  of  the  church. 


Union  launches  caravan  to  Baltimore  Presbytery 


On  Saturday,  April  1, 
members  of  the  faculty  and 
student  body  of  Union  Semi- 
nary boarded  a  bus  and  set  out 
for  Baltimore  Presbytery  as 
part  of  the  seminary's  annual 
program  of  caravans  to  presb- 
yteries within  the  Synod  of  the 
Mid-Atlantic. 

Seminary  representatives 
were  hosted  by  35  churches  in 
Baltimore  Presbytery.  They 
enjoyed  the  fine  hospitality  of 
the  Rev.  Lyle  Buck,  pastor  of 
First  Church  of  Howard 
County,  and  members  of  the 
church  who  prepared  the  Sat- 
urday evening  meal  for  semi- 
nary and  church  participants. 

Mary  Jane  Winter,  director 
of  alumni/ ae  and  constituency 
relations,  greeted  those  present 
and  explained  the  purpose  of 
a  caravan.  The  Rev.  Cherry 
Marshall,  moderator  of  Balti- 
more Presbytery,  extended  a 


special  welcome  to  all  present. 
The  main  feature  of  the  evening 
program  was  a  new  videotape 
introducing  Union  Seminary. 
Following  the  presentation, 
President  T.  Hartley  Hall 
spoke,  emphasizing  our  rela- 
tionship in  the  new  Synod  of 
the  Mid-Atlantic  and  introduc- 
ing seminary  faculty,  staff,  and 
students. 

Karen  Brown,  a  first-level 
student  from  Faith  Church, 
and  Carter  Lester,  a  second- 
level  student  from  Govans 
Church,  are  candidates  from 
Baltimore  Presbytery. 

Over  the  years  Union  Semi- 
nary has  found  that  caravans 
build  relationships  in  a  number 
of  ways.  They  provide  churches 
the  opportunity  to  become 
better  acquainted  with  the 
seminary,  its  faculty,  its  pro- 
grams, and  its  students. 
Through  preaching,  teaching, 


and  exchange  of  ideas, 
churches  and  seminary  repre- 
sentatives are  able  to  share  the 
gospel  in  new  and  fresh  ways. 

Caravans  also  provide  a  vital 
opportunity  for  students  and 
faculty  to  experience  the 
church  at  a  grass-roots  level, 
and  so  maintain  a  vital  link 
between  the  seminary  and  the 
church.  Caravans  solicit  no 
funds  or  support,  but  instead 
serve  to  enlarge  and  deepen  the 
ties  between  the  churches  and 
the  seminary  in  their  mutual 
effort  to  train  future  ministers. 

This  was  Union  Seminary's 
first  caravan  to  Baltimore 
Presbytery.  The  experience 
was  a  good  one  for  all.  Union 
Seminary  appreciates  the  op- 
portunity to  meet  and  become 
acquainted  with  its  new  synod 
friends  in  the  Baltimore  area, 
and  looks  forward  to  their 
continued  relationship. 


2  seminaries  face  each  other  on  football  field 


Saturday,  April  22  was  a  red- 
letter  day.  On  that  day,  at 
Davidson  College,  at  3:00  in  the 
afternoon,  the  stalwart  seminar- 
ians of  Union  Theological  Semi- 
nary in  Virginia  locked  horns 
with  the  brave  battalion  at 
Columbia  Theological  Seminary 
in  the  first  (and  it  is  hoped, 
annual)  Flag  Football  Game. 

President  T.  Hartley  Hall  IV 


planned  to  join  the  cheering 
section  and  alumni/ ae  and 
friends  from  the  Charlotte  and 
Atlanta  areas  were  urged  to 
attend  the  game  to  cheer  Union's 
championship  team  on  to  vic- 
tory. 

Following  an  afternoon  of 
rivalry,  players  and  their  famlies 
joined  seminary  alumni/ ae  and 
friends  for  a  cookout  and  a  time 


of  fellowship. 

Team  sports  such  as  this  offer 
students  a  chance  to  make 
friendships  and  develop  rela- 
tionships which  can  continue 
throughout  their  ministerial 
careers.  It  is  hoped  that  this  first 
Flag  Football  Game  between 
seminarians  at  Union  and  Co- 
lumbia will  develop  into  an 
annual  event  between  the  two 
institutions. 


Interpreting  the 
Faith  conference 
announced 


Interpreting  the  Faith,  a  con- 
ference on  Bible  and  theology 
sponsored  each  year  by  the 
Office  of  Continuing  Education, 
will  be  held  July  3-14.  This 
conference  for  clergy  deals  with 
the  effects  of  the  Old  and  New 
Testaments  on  preaching,  theol- 
ogy, and  ethics. 

Six  nationally  recognized 
scholars  will  deliver  the  lectures. 
Lecturers  for  the  first  week  are 
David  L.  Bartlett,  professor  of 
homiletics  and  worship  at  Union 
Theological  Seminary  in  Virgi- 
nia; Barbara  Hargrove,  profes- 
sor of  the  sociology  of  religion 
at  the  Iliff  School  of  Theology; 
and  Jack  Dean  Kingsbury,  pro- 
fessor of  biblical  theology  at 
UTS.  Scheduled  to  preach  dur- 
ing the  first  week  are  Wallace 
M.  Alston  Jr.,  senior  minister  of 
Nassau  Presbyterian  Church  in 
Princeton,  N.J.,  and  John  B. 
Rogers  Jr.,  minister  at  First 


Presbyterian  Church  in  Shreve- 
port,  La. 

Lecturers  for  the  second  week 
include  Charles  V.  Gerkin,  pro- 
fessor of  pastoral  psychology  at 
the  Candler  School  of  Theology, 
Emory  University;  Langdon  B. 
Gilkey,  professor  of  theology  at 
the  University  of  Chicago  Div- 
inity School;  and  James  A. 
Sanders,  professor  of  intertesta- 
mental  and  biblical  studies  at  the 
School  of  Theology  at  Clare- 
mont  and  professor  of  religion 
at  Claremont  Graduate  School. 
Preachers  for  the  second  week 
are  David  L.  Bartlett  and  Leon- 
tine  T.C.  Kelly,  resident  bishop 
of  the  United  Methodist  Church 
in  San  Francisco,  Cal. 

The  registration  deadline  is 
June  1 .  For  further  information 
about  this  conference,  call  the 
Office  of  Continuing  Education, 
(804)  355-0671,  ext.  301. 


Lou  Ivory  (D.  Min.  '87)  greets  an  old  friend  at  last  year's 
Black  Ministries  Conference. 

Black  Ministries  event 
set  for  May  12-13 


The  second  annual  conference 
for  black  Presbyterian  pastors 
and  leaders  will  be  held  May  12- 
13  on  the  campus  of  Union 
Theological  Seminary  in  Virgi- 
nia. The  conference  is  sponsored 
by  Union  Seminary  in  conjunc- 
tion with  the  Virginia  Black 
Presbyterian  Leadership  Coun- 
cil, the  Synod  of  the  Mid- 
Atlantic,  Hanover  Presbytery, 
and  Southern  Virginia  Presby- 
tery. 

The  two-day  event  is  struc- 
tured to  help  participants  ex- 
plore the  many  facets  of  ministry 
within  the  black  church. 
Through  workshops  and  wor- 
ship, conference  leaders  will  help 


participants  focus  on  the  unique 
elements  of  black  worship,  ex- 
plore ministry  in  a  parish,  insti- 
tutional, or  military  setting,  and 
study  the  unique  features  of 
education  in  the  black  church. 

In  addition,  they  will  discuss 
the  many  ways  pastoral  care  is 
carried  out  within  the  black 
religious  experience.  Partici- 
pants will  be  able  to  visit  displays 
of  resources  for  education,  evan- 
gelism, and  mission. 

This  conference  and  others 
like  it  seek  to  strengthen  the 
ministry  of  black  Presbyterian 
churches  and  encourage  poten- 
tial black  Presbyterian  leaders. 


Hope:  Summer  Bible  Studies: 
Lesson  1,  June: 

Hope  as  the  New  Covenant  and 
New  Heart  and  Spirit 
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Circle  Bible  Leaders  Study  Guide 

By  Carol  T.  (Pinky)  Bender 


Having  finished  the  excellent  study  on 
Elijah,  "Crisis  As  Oppportunity,"  Bible 
moderators  who  teach  during  the 
summer  months  may  now  want  to  begin 
a  study  on  "Hope:  The  Inseparable 
Companion  of  Faith."  This  month's 
study  will  deal  with  Jeremiah  31:  31-34 
and  Ezekiel  36:  25-28. 

As  preparation  for  this  session,  read 
the  above  Scripture  references  and  jot 
down  words  and  phrases  that  deal  with 
hope.  Think  about  the  closing  exercise 
from  last  month's  session  and  reflect  on 
what  hope  meant  to  those  circle  members 
who  responded. 

Hope  pleasant 

"Hope"  is  a  pleasant-sounding  word; 
it  rolls  off  your  tongue  smoothly.  Hope 
is  the  inseparable  companion  of  faith: 
faith  is  belief;  hope  is  expectation.  Faith 
believes  God  to  be  true;  hope  awaits  the 
time  when  this  truth  will  be  manifested. 
John  Calvin  said  that  hope  invigorates 
faith  again  and  again  with  perseverance. 
All  this  is  true,  but  how  do  you  define 
"hope"? 

Begin  the  session  by  asking  partici- 
pants to  give  synonyms  for  "hope,"  (i.e. 
belief,  wish,  expectation,  possibility, 
refuge  as  in  last  resort)  or  use  the  ones 
given  at  the  end  of  last  month's  session. 
You  may  want  to  record  these  on  a  piece 
of  paper  for  use  later  on. 

New  Covenant 

Read  Jeremiah  31:  31-34.  What  is  the 
hope  expressed  in  this  paassage?  Discuss 
the  concept  of  "covenant"  by  giving 


examples  of  covenants  that  we  have 
today,  as  well  as  the  study  of  biblical 
covenants. 

Divide  the  group  into  two:  one  to  study 
Genesis  6:  18-21  (Noah),  and  the  other 
to  look  at  Genesis  15:  1-17  (Abraham). 
What  promises  do  these  covenants  make? 
How  do  they  compare  to  the  covenant 
in  Jeremiah?  What  similarities  or  differ- 
ences do  these  covenants  have  with  the 
covenants  of  today,  such  as  marriage, 
mortgages,  baptism,  etc.? 

Old  versus  New 

Move  into  a  discussion  of  the  similar- 
ities and  dfferences  between  the  "old" 
covenant,  the  Ten  Commandments,  and 
the  "new"  covenant,  as  given  in  Jeremiah. 
What  are  the  characteristics  of  the  new 
covenant?  What  does  it  mean  to  have 
the  "law"  written  on  your  heart?  How 
do  you  interpret  "all,"  "the  least,"  and 
"the  greatest"  in  verse  34?  What  aspects 
of  forgiveness  do  you  find  in  this  passage? 

If  hope  is  found  in  the  New  Covenant, 
and  we  believe  that  it  is,  then  perhaps 
your  circle  will  want  to  look  at  biblical 
references  on  how  the  new  covenant  has 
been  inaugurated.  Use  the  following 
passages  and  divide  them  among  your 
members:  Hebrews  8: 7,13;  9: 15,28;  Luke 
22:  17-20;  and  I  Corinthians  11:  23-26. 
Ask  the  participants  to  answer  two 
questions  while  studying  these  Scripture 
passages:  (1)  What  is  the  message  of  hope 
for  today  in  these  passages?  and  (2)  What 
does  "hope"  mean  to  you?  Allow  time 
for  each  person,  or  each  group,  to  share. 
Renewal  in  Ezekiel 

The  next  portion  of  the  time  will  deal 
with  Ezekiel  36:  25-28.  Before  reading 


the  reference,  ask  for  words  or  phrases 
that  mean  "renewal."  If  possible,  put 
these  words  together  to  make  up  a 
"working  definition"  for  the  concept  of 
renewal.  You  may  want  to  record  this 
on  newsprint.  Part  of  the  definition  will 
probably  deal  with  "new"  or  "newness." 

Have  the  following  Scripture  referen- 
ces written  out  on  slips  of  paper  to  be 
distributed:  Isaiah  43:  18-19;  Isaiah  65: 
17;  John  13:  34;  and  II  Peter  3:  13.  Using 
these  passages,  ask  the  question:  what 
does  the  Bible  say  about  "new"  things? 

Three  stages 

Now  read  Ezekiel  36:  25-28.  Ask  the 
listeners  to  pick  out  the  three  stages  of 
renewal  that  this  passage  outlines.  (Verse 
25:  cleansing  by  water;  Verse  26:  a  new 
heart;  and  Verse  27:  a  new  spirit  is  the 
basic  outline.) 

Discuss  this  process  by  asking  ques- 
tions like,  what  are  the  "idols"  that  we 
worship  today?  What  good  will  a  heart 
of  stone  do  us?  Compare  a  heart  of  stone 
with  a  heart  of  flesh.  Think  of  songs  that 
refer  to  the  condition  of  the  heart!  How 
do  the  lyrics  compare  with  what  you  have 
read  in  Ezekiel?  What  does  it  mean  for 
us  to  get  a  new  heart?  Why  will  having 
"a  new  spirit  within"  help  us  to  live  a 
better  life? 

Research  Holy  Spirit 

You  may  want  to  do  some  research 
on  the  Holy  Spirit  as  depicted  in  the  Old 
Testament.  The  Interpreter's  Dictionary 
of  the  Bible  or  another  Bible  dictionary 
will  help  you  with  the  idea  that  the  Spirit 
of  God  in  the  Old  Testament  was  quite 
different  in  many  ways  than  that  of  the 


New  Testament.  In  the  Old  Testament, 
the  Spirit  endowed  people  with  special 
power,  or  the  Spirit  anointed  the  vest- 
ments of  the  priests.  In  the  New  Testa- 
ment, the  Spirit  of  God  resides  within 
each  believer.  So,  the  Ezekiel  passage  is 
hinting  at  the  New  Testament  concept 
of  the  spirit  within  and  is  quite  important 
to  the  idea  of  renewal. 

After  you  have  discussed  both  Jere- 
miah and  Ezekiel,  close  the  session  by 
looking  back  over  your  "working  defi- 
nition" for  renewal.  Ask  circle  members 
to  think  about  the  following  questions: 
What  is  renewal  for  me  as  an  individual? 
What  does  renewal  mean  for  our  church? 
For  our  denomination?  How  can  we  be 
renewed  ourselves  and  then  act  as  agents 
of  renewal  for  the  church?  If  renewal  has 
an  element  of  reconciliation  in  it,  with 
whom  do  I  need  to  be  reconciled?  Or, 
for  whom  do  I  need  to  be  an  agent  of 
reconciliation? 

Prayer  time 

Have  a  prayer  time  centered  on 
expressing  thoughts  about  these  ideas: 

"For  me,  experiencing  the  new  cov- 
enant in  my  life  means..." 

"For  me,  having  a  new  heart  means..." 

"For  me,  having  God's  Spirit  within 
me  means..." 

Pray  silently,  and  then  ask  persons  to 
share  what  they  feel  comfortable  saying 
to  the  group. 

Close  by  reading  II  Corinthians  5:  16- 
21. 

The  Rev.  Carol  T.  (Pinky)  Bender  of 
Charlotte,  N.  C,  is  the  pastor  of  McQuay 
Church. 


Offering  to 
women,  and 

LOUISVILLE,  Ky.— Serving 
children  of  jailed  women,  help- 
ing sexually  exploited  women  in 
the  Philippines,  and  aiding 
Mexican  and  Central  American 
immigrants  and  refugees  are 
projects  for  the  1989  Birthday 
Offering  of  Presbyterian  Wom- 
en. 

The  projects  are: 

Child  Advocacy  U.S.A.— A 
program  designed  by  the  Gener- 
al Assembly's  Social  Justice  and 
Peacemaking  and  Women's 
Ministry  Units  to  serve  children 
whose  mothers  are  in  prison, 
create  and  expand  day  care  and 
outreach  programs  around  the 
country,  and  form  a  network 
within  the  Presbyterian  Church 
(U.S.A.)  to  respond  to  issues 
facing  children  today. 

Concern  about  prostitution  in 
the  Philippines — Establish  alter- 


aid  children, 
refugees 

natives  for  sexually  exploited 
girls  and  women.  Plans  include 
drop-in  centers  which  will  offer 
free  medical  care,  counseling, 
and  encouragement  to  seek 
freedom  from  oppression. 

Manos  de  Cristo  (Hands  of 
Christ),  Austin,  Tex. — This  out- 
reach center  will  be  in  one  of  the 
poorest  areas  of  Austin.  The 
program  will  offer  a  helping 
hand  to  homeless  transients  and 
thousands  of  Mexican  and  Cen- 
tral American  refugees  and 
immigrants.  Education,  health, 
legal,  and  housing  assistance  and 
a  food  pantry  and  clothes  closet 
will  be  available. 

The  committee  that  chose  the 
projects  hoped  to  collect 
$950,000  for  the  three  projects 
during  the  Birthday  Offering 
campaign  this  spring. 


Students  to  get  loans 

A  new  loan  program  for 
Presbyterian  undergraduates, 
the  Junior  Year  Service  Loan 
Program,  will  provide  $1,500 
to  eligible  students.  In  return, 
the  student  will  give  300  hours 
of  service  during  a  summer  or 
academic  year  as  a  Volunteer 
in  Mission  for  the  Presbyter- 
ian Church  (U.S.A.)  in  a 
church-related  project  or 
community  organization. 


Churches  up  income  with  program 


DETROIT,  Mich.— Five  De- 
troit Presbytery  churches  that 
participated  in  a  special  steward- 
ship campaign  reported  a  36 
percent  increase  in  pledged 
income  in  1988.  Their  results  in 
the  Year-round  Experience  in 
Stewardship  (Y.E.S.)  campaign 
are  similar  to  reports  from 
churches  that  participated  in  the 
program  in  1986  and  1987. 


The  congregations  acted  in 
partnership  with  the  presbytery's 
Department  of  Stewardship  and 
Evangelism  and  the  General 
Assembly  Church  Financial 
Campaign  Service;  the  churches 
received  year-round  training, 
guidance,  and  support  in  con- 
ducting their  stewardship  cam- 
paigns. 


Church  aids  minority  businesses 


CAST  BRONZE 
PLAQUES 


TO  IDENTIFY,  DEDICATE, 
RECOGNIZE  AND 
COMMEMORATE 

The  finest  quality  costs  no  more. 


Call  for  a  free  estimate: 
AD-N-IMAGE,  INC. 
624  Wells  Court 
Chapel  Hill,  NC  27514 
(919)  942-7840 


The  formation  of  a  church- 
owned  Minority  Enterprise 
Small  Business  Investment  Cor- 
poration was  approved  by  the 
General  Assembly  Council 
March  31.  The  plan  came  from 
a  task  force  assigned  to  form  the 
Social  Justice  and  Peacemaking 
Ministry  Unit's  economic-devel- 
opment program,  the  Economic 
Development  Corporation. 

Last  October,  the  task  force 
committed  $1  million  of  the 
program's  assets  to  minority 
economic-development  efforts. 
Creation  of  the  small-business 
investment  corporation  will 


enable  the  church  to  use  the  $1 
million  to  gain  participation  by 
the  federal  government's  Small 
Business  Administration. 

Other  plans  for  the  economic- 
development  program  assets 
include  a  Presbyterian  Housing 
Fund,  for  which  the  program 
will  invest  an  estimated  $1 
million,  and  a  capital  pool  that 
will  produce  income  to  supple- 
ment the  costs  of  maintenance 
and  staff.  The  task  force  hopes 
that  ecumenical  cooperation  and 
expansion  will  be  incorporated 
into  the  program  within  three 
years. 


FREE  ESTIMATES 

•  Stained  Glass  Installations 

*  Statned  Glass  Restoration 

•  Custom  Aluminum  Frames 

*  Fiberglass  Baptistries  &  Steeple* 
"  Church  .Furniture 

A  &  H  A^M 
T  &  STAINED  GLASS 


P  O   Box  67 

Phone 

Harmony,  NC  28634 

(704  )  546-2687 

AUTHORS  WANTED  BY 
NEW  YORK  PUBLISHER 

Leading  subsidy  book  publisher  seeks  manuscripts 
of  all  types:  fiction,  non-fiction,  poetry,  scholarly 
and  Juvenile  works,  etc,  New  authors  welcomed 
Send  for  free,  illustrated  40-page  brochure  H-101 
Vantage  Press.  5 1 6  W.  34  St.,  New  York,  N  Y  1000 1 
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Church  reaches  out 
through  television 


Presbyterians  and  others  who 
are  unable  to  attend  services  on 
Sunday  morning  may  join  in 
worship  with  First  Church  of 
Raleigh.  This  unique  ministry 
began  about  12  years  ago.  The 
church  was  approached  by  tel- 
evision station  WRAL  with  an 
invitation  to  broadcast  its  1 1 :00 
service  on  Sunday  mornings. 

The  pastor  at  that  time  was 
Dr.  Al  Edwards.  Edwards  be- 
came a  familiar  and  welcomed 
face  in  many  homes  via  television. 

Walking  into  the  church  or 
worshipping  in  the  church  would 
give  you  no  clue  as  to  this  special 
ministry.  Cameras  and  sound 
equipment  are  hidden.  Worship 
of  God,  not  theatrics,  remains 
the  focus  of  the  service.  This 
sincerity  of  worship  preserves 
the  integrity  of  the  service  for 
those  physically  present. 

It  also  comes  through  to  the 
viewers  at  home.  Letters  have 
been  received  talking  about 
home  viewers  preparing  and 
taking  communion  along  with 
the  congregation. 

This  ministry  has  had  many 
positive  effects.  Perhaps  it  is  the 
knowledge  of  its  importance  that 
motivates  some  of  the  members 
of  the  church  to  spend  time  in 
training  and  actual  operation  of 
the  sound  controls  on  Sunday 
morning.  But  the  best  part  of  this 
television  ministry  is  that  it 
extends  the  church's  reach 
beyond  its  walls  to  the  home- 
bound,  the  lonely,  the  transients 
and  newcomers.  A  recent  market 
survey  estimated  an  audience  of 
25-50,000  viewers  per  Sunday. 

Actual  air  time  is  58'/2  min- 
utes. Since  services  are  broad- 
cast live,  this  requires  a  conscien- 
tious effort  on  the  part  of  those 
leading  worship.  If  it  is  antici- 
pated that  a  particular  Sunday 
service  would  run  significantly 


beyond  the  alloted  time,  the 
service  may  begin  a  few  minutes 
early.  This  guarantees  that  the 
viewers  at  home  will  be  able  to 
hear  the  choir's  anthem  and  the 
minister's  sermon. 

All  services  such  as  baptism, 
communion,  and  special  events 
such  as  the  reception  of  new 
members  and  installation  of 
officers  are  conducted  as  they 
would  be  in  any  other  church. 
There  is  no  special  "bumping" 
or  "staging"  for  the  sake  of  the 
television  audience.  These  too 
are  considered  vital  parts  of  wor- 
ship and  well  worth  televising. 

Occasionally  the  television 
station  will  pre-empt  the  Sunday 
morning  worship  for  a  special 
broadcast.  It  will  then  air  the 
service  at  a  later  time.  With 
regular  programming,  this  pres- 
ents no  real  problem.  But  during 
the  course  of  a  worship  service, 
current  announcements  are 
made  that  are  no  longer  current 
several  months  later. 

On  one  occasion  a  taped 
service  was  being  aired  on  which 
a  youth  concert  was  announced 
for  Sunday  evening.  The  concert 
took  place  on  the  correct  Sun- 
day, not  on  the  Sunday  on  which 
the  taped  show  was  aired.  Con- 
sequently, people  came  to  the 
church  expecting  the  concert 
that  they  had  heard  about  on 
television  that  morning  only  to 
find  that  they  were  several 
months  too  late. 

According  to  the  Rev.  Ed 
Stock,  current  pastor,  the  actual 
cost  of  the  ministry  is  $1,500 
each  Sunday.  This  comes  out  of 
the  budget  of  the  church,  with 
between  40  to  45  percent  being 
contributed  by  the  television 
audience.  In  reference  to  the 
significant  cost  in  benevolent 
dollars,  "It  is  a  ministry  of  faith," 
said  Stock. 
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What  is  happening  in  your  church? 


May  21  will  mark  the  200th 
anniversary  of  our  denomina- 
tion. Is  your  congregation  plan- 
ning anything  special?  How 
about  sharing  with  the  rest  of 
the  presbytery  what  you  did. 

When  is  your  congregation's 
anniversary  or  homecoming? 
Are  others  in  the  presbytery 
invited  to  attend?  Did  you  have 
a  special  speaker? 

Do  you  have  an  individual  in 
your  congregation  who  has  gone 
beyond  the  normal  expectations 
of  service? 

Are  you  proud  of  your 
church's  history? 

New  presbytery 
office  opened 

Although  the  month  of  April 
seemed  to  be  a  transitional 
month  with  the  closing  of  the 
Durham  and  Greenville  offices, 
the  new  Rocky  Mount  office 
opened  on  April  3.  The  new 
presbytery  address  is  Suite  136, 
Station  Square,  Rocky  Mount, 
N.C.  27804.  The  new  telephone 
number  is  (919)  977-1440. 

Transition  is  never  easy,  but 
the  staff  at  Durham  and  Green- 
ville have  been  an  enormous  help 
in  the  process.  The  Durham  and 
Ireenville  offices  officially 
:losed  April  30. 


Would  you  like  to  see  an 
article  about  your  congregation, 
committee,  circle,  men's  group, 
youth  group  on  this  page  of  your 
synod  paper? 

Please  send  your  articles  and 
pictures  to  Sylvia  Goodnight, 
Route  16,  Box  150,  Greenville, 
N.C.  27834.  Articles  are  due  on 
the  last  Friday  of  the  month,  for 
publication  four  to  six  weeks 
later.  For  example,  an  article 
seeking  to  publicize  an  event  in 
late  July  must  be  received  by  the 
last  Friday  in  May. 

Thank  you  for  your  contribu- 
tion to  our  presbytery's  page. 

Office  manager 
employed 

Mrs.  JoAnn  Jones  has  been 
employed  as  office  manager  and 
administrative  assistant  to  the 
executive  presbyter.  Having 
served  for  17  years  as  adminis- 
trative secretary  and  office  man- 
ager at  two  Presbyterian 
churches  (Westminster  and 
Hudson  Memorial  in  Raleigh), 
she  and  her  husband  will  be 
moving  to  the  Rocky  Mount 
area  from  Raleigh.  JoAnn  is  a 
graduate  of  Campbell  Univer- 
sity, with  a  Bachelor  of  Business 
Administration  degree. 


In  West's  poorest  country, 
churches  make  difference 


Haiti  is  the  poorest  country  in 
the  western  hemisphere.  The 
average  per-capita  income  is 
$300  a  year.  Small  villages  exist 
without  roads  to  market  or 
goods  to  sell.  The  forests  have 
been  depleted.  Soil  erosion  is 
rampant.  Sanitary  facilities  and 
clean  drinking  water  are  almost 
nonexistent. 

Simple  physical  ailments  that 
would  receive  quick  treatment  in 
the  United  States  go  untreated 
and  become  major  problems  and 
even  cause  death.  One  surgeon 
tells  of  hernias  that  go  untreated 
for  so  long  that  they  extend  far 
out  of  the  body  and  hamper 
mobility.  Kwashiokor  (protein 
starvation)  is  clearly  evident. 

It  would  be  easy  to  say  that 
such  a  situation  is  impossible. 
But  there  are  some  churches  of 
our  presbytery  who  are  deter- 
mined to  make  a  difference.  This 
effort  has  been  led  by  First 
Church  of  New  Bern.  The  name 
of  this  effort  is  CODEP  (Corm- 
iers Development  Project). 
Cormiers  is  a  particular  region 
of  Haiti  with  all  of  the  needs  and 
problems  already  mentioned. 

CODEP  is  a  new,  multifacet- 
ed,  ecumenical  effort  to  meet 
many  of  these  needs  at  a  grass- 
roots level.  The  goal  is  to  enable 
the  4,000  residents  of  the  Corm- 
iers watershed  area  to  improve 
their  standard  of  living  and 
move  toward  self-sufficiency. 
This  will  be  done  by  building 
upon  what  programs  already 
exist  and  establishing  new  pro- 
grams in  that  area. 

Teams  from  First  Church  in 
New  Bern  have  visited  Haiti  to 
observe  the  situation  first  hand 
and  to  establish  working  rela- 
tionships with  the  Office  of 
Development  of  the  Episcopal 
Church  in  Haiti. 

In  order  to  develop  priorities 
and  sharpen  program  descrip- 
tions, community  forums  are 
being  held  with  the  residents  of 
Cormiers.  These  forums  also 
include  leaders  of  the  Episcopal 
Church  in  Haiti,  lay  leaders  of 
the  Episcopal  and  Catholic 
mission  churches,  and  the  broth- 
ers of  the  Petites  Freres  of  St. 
Therese  who  live  and  work  in 
the  Cormiers  district. 

Already  scholarships  for  54 
students  (each  scholarship  is  $40 
per  year  per  student)  have  been 
received  for  new  elementary 
students  at  Bonnes  Nouvelles 
School  at  Bigonet.  Forty-six  of 
these  scholarships  are  from  the 
members  of  First  Church  of  New 
Bern  (two  are  from  the  church's 
pre-school  department)  and 
eight  scholarships  are  from 
members  of  other  churches. 
Those  wishing  to  make  such  a 


A  small  village  in  the  mountainous  Cormiers  region  of  Haiti. 


yearly  commitment  may  use  the 
address  at  the  close  of  the  article. 

Due  to  the  increased  enroll- 
ment made  possible  by  the 
scholarships,  a  new  teacher  will 
be  hired.  The  class  will  have 
about  35  students  and  will  meet 
in  a  church.  An  engineering 
planning  and  costing  study  for 
functional  modular  classroom 
additions  has  been  initiated  and 
three  bolts  of  cloth  have  been 
sent  for  school  clothes. 

UNICEF  has  been  contacted 
and  has  agreed  to  go  to  work 
on  developing  several  springs  in 
order  to  provide  sanitary  water. 

The  Hospital  St.  Croix  will 
receive  enough  funds  to  add  two 
additional  health  agents  to  the 
region. 

Soon  a  Haitian  project  direc- 
tor, an  agricultural  missionary, 
and  administrative  support  will 
be  hired. 

First  Church  of  New  Bern  has 
committed  $15,000  to  this  pro- 
ject per  year  for  the  next  10 
years.  Several  other  churches, 
Peace  Church  of  Greenville, 
West  New  Bern  Church,  and 
Christ  Episcopal  of  New  Bern 


are  also  in  the  early  stages  of 
participation. 

Other  churches  are  invited  to 
join  in  this  vital  work.  Each 
interested  church  is  asked  to 
send  a  volunteer  to  participate 
in  planning  and  programming. 
Outreach  contributions  to  in- 
itiate program  start-up  would 
also  be  welcomed.  The  Rev. 
Richard  Boyd  points  out  "our 
readiness  to  'do'  in  Haiti  is  ahead 
of  our  present  funding." 

Mission  trips  to  Haiti  are 
anticipated  in  which  volunteers 
will  be  needed  to  meet  particular 
needs,  especially  health  workers. 

A  professionally  prepared 
audio-visual  presentation  on  the 
area  and  the  project  is  available. 
In  addition,  representatives 
would  welcome  the  occasion  to 
meet  with  a  church  or  an  out- 
reach group  within  a  church.  If 
you  or  your  church  would  like 
more  information  about  this 
mission  opportunity,  you  are 
invited  to  contact  First  Presby- 
terian Church  of  New  Bern,  P.O. 
Box  1075,  New  Bern,  N.C. 
28560,  telephone  (919)  636-3270, 
or  contact  the  chair  of  the  U.S. 
CODEP  Committee,  Jack  Han- 
na,  at  (919)  638-6963. 


New  school  uniforms  and  replaced  school  roof  at  Bonnes 
Nouvelles  School  and  church  at  Bigonet,  Cormiers,  Leogane 
in  Haiti. 
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M  assanetta  agreement 
falls  apart  at  last  minute 

Synod  asks  trustees  to  resign  at  once 


By  Robert  Milks 
Editor 

A  proposed  agreement  on  the 
future  of  Massanetta  Springs 
Conference  Center  being  nego- 
tiated between  representatives  of 
the  facility's  Board  of  Trustees 
and  the  Synod  Council  fell  apart 
at  the  last  minute  during  the 
Synod  Assembly  May  21-22 
after  the  Council  discovered  the 
Board  had  negotiated  employ- 
ment contracts  with  two  staff 
members  of  Massanetta  and 
approved  the  contracts  the  day 
before  the  Assembly  began.  The 
Synod  Assembly,  on  the  Coun- 
cil's recommendation,  requested 
the  Massanetta  trustees  to  resign 
immediately  and  gave  the  Coun- 
cil authority  to  take  any  neces- 
sary steps  to  conclude  the  matter 
of  Massanetta's  future,  except 
for  selling  the  property. 

When  asked  how  the  trustees 
might  respond  to  the  request, 
Board  Vice-President  Carson 
Rhyne  said,  in  a  telephone 
interview  later,  "We  do  not  have 
a  response."  The  trustees  feel  it 
is  important  to  officially  receive 
notification  of  the  synod's  action 
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from  the  stated  clerk's  office,  he 
said;  then  they  will  call  a  board 
meeting.  Their  by-laws  require 
10-day  notice  for  a  meeting,  he 
said. 

The  actions  at  the  Assembly 
were  dramatic.  The  Council  had 
actually  distributed  copies  of  the 
proposed  agreement,  or  coven- 
ant, between  the  synod  and  the 
Massanetta  trustees  to  commis- 
sioners on  Sunday  night,  May 
21;  they  were  scheduled  to 
consider  it  the  next  morning. 

A  joint  writing  team  from  the 
Council  and  the  Board  had 
prepared  it  after  both  sides 
endorsed  principles  suggested  in 
April  as  a  compromise. 

The  proposed  covenant  called 
for  safety  consultants  to  inspect 
the  facility,  with  Board  and 
Council  to  determine  "what 
must  be  done  prior  to  its  reop- 
ening"; roads  and  water  and 
sewer  lines  in  the  cottage  com- 
munity brought  into  compliance 
with  Rockingham  County 
standards  and  the  lots  sold,  with 
cottage  owners  having  first 


chance  to  purchase;  endowment 
income  but  not  the  principal 
used  for  operations  or  repairs, 
with  no  property  sold  without 
synod  approval;  and  each  year's 
outgoing  class  of  current  trustees 
to  not  stand  for  re-election. 

In  addition,  the  trustees 
agreed  under  the  covenant,  if  the 
center  did  not  reopen  or  did  not 
succeed,  not  to  close  it  or  sell 
its  assets  without  Council  appro- 
val. 

At  the  end  of  the  session  Sun- 
day night,  however,  the  Council 
called  a  special  meeting  and  went 
into  executive  session.  At  the 
scheduled  time  for  considering 
the  covenant  the  next  morning, 
the  docket  was  rearranged  and 
the  Council  met  in  executive 
session  again. 

After  lunch,  the  Rev.  Ed 
McLeod  told  the  Assembly  of 
the  changed  nature  of  the  issue. 
He  chairs  the  task  force  appoint- 
ed by  the  Council  to  deal  with 
Massanetta,  replacing  the  Rev. 
L.V.  Lassiter;  McLeod  said  a 
Harrisonburg,  Va.,  newspaper 
in  a  story  on  Massanetta  had 

See  MASSANETTA,  Page  2 


Telling  about  Jesus  is 
#1  need,  Jenkins  says 


Synod  Executive  Carroll  Jenkins  speaks  on  declining 
membership  in  the  synod. 


The  number  one  problem  the 
synod  faces  is  getting  and  keep- 
ing people  in  church,  Synod 
Executive  Carroll  Jenkins  told 
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commissioners  to  the  Synod 
Assembly,  using  his  report  to  the 
synod  to  tie  the  problem  of 
declining  membership  to  the 
theme  of  a  new  beginning  in  this 
synod.  Commissioners  ap- 
plauded his  remarks. 

"I'm  convinced  we  have  to  tell 
people  about  Jesus,"  Jenkins 
said.  That  can  be  difficult,  he 
added.  "That's  the  heart  of  who 
we  are,  why  we  are,  and  what 
we  are  about." 

He  noted  that  the  meeting,  in 
the  second  year  of  the  synod,  still 
marked  a  point  of  beginning  in 
many  ways. 

"God  continues  the  revela- 
See  DECLINING,  Page  2 


Retiring  Moderator  Ralph  Johnson  and  new  Moderator 
Christine  Darden. 

Synod  elects  leaders, 
modifies  staff  design 


The  Synod  Assembly  elected 
an  aerospace  engineer  with 
NASA  as  the  synod's  new  mod- 
erator and  a  recently  retired 
church  executive  as  the  vice- 
moderator  at  the  annual  meeting 
of  the  Synod  of  the  Mid-Atlan- 
tic, held  May  21-22  at  Old 
Dominion  University  in  Nor- 
folk, Va. 

This  meeting  began  a  pattern 
of  one  meeting  a  year;  last  year, 
the  synod's  first,  it  held  an 
organizing  assembly  at  the  end 
of  February  and  another  one  in 
October. 

The  Assembly  also  modified 
the  duties  of  two  associate 
executives,  yet  to  be  employed, 
and  created  another  associate 
position;  the  synod,  however, 
will  not  fill  that  position,  for 
"racial  ethnic  and  justice 
causes,"  until  funding  is  avail- 
able. 

Dr.  Christine  Darden  is  the 
new  moderator.  She  lives  in 
Hampton,  Va.,  where  she  works 
in  supersonic  aerodynamics  at 


the  Langley  Research  Center.  A 
native  of  Monroe,  N.C,  she 
holds  a  B.S.  degree  from  Hamp- 
ton University,  an  M.S.  degree 
from  Virginia  State  University, 
and  a  D.Sc.  degree  from  George 
Washington  University. 

She  is  an  elder  at  Carver 
Memorial  Church  in  Newport 
News,  Va.,  where  she  has  been 
a  member  for  18  years.  At 
Carver,  she  has  served  as  a 
deacon,  sung  in  the  choir,  taught 
Sunday  School,  and  been  pres- 
ident of  United  Presbyterian 
Women. 

She  chaired  the  Southern 
Virginia  Presbytery  Committee 
on  Boundaries  for  five  years 
while  negotiations  to  implement 
reunion  proceeded  and  served 
on  the  Synod  of  the  Piedmont's 
committee. 

Darden  also  chaired  the  new 
synod's  Structural  Design  and 
Staffing  Rationale  Committee. 

The  vice-moderator  is  Dr. 
John  D.  MacLeod.  He  was  last 
See  SYNOD,  Page  2 


G.A.  meeting  to  close 
Bicentennial  year 


The  Bicentennial  year  of  the 
Presbyterian  Church  (U.S.A.) 
will  officially  close  with  the  201st 
meeting  of  the  General  Assem- 
bly in  Philadelphia,  June  6-14. 
The  first  meeting  of  the  church 
took  place  in  the  same  city  on 
May  21,  1789. 

Last  year's  meeting  of  the 
Assembly,  in  St.  Louis,  launched 
the  year-long  celebration  of  the 
Bicentennial. 

There  do  not  appear  to  be  any 
major  controversies  headed  to- 
ward the  Assembly  this  year. 
One  of  the  most  significant  items 
for  discussion  may  be  proposed 
changes  in  the  Structural  Design 
for  Mission,  a  document  the 
church  adopted  in  1986.  That 
document  governs  the  organiza- 
tion of  agencies  on  the  General 
Assembly  level. 


Some  have  said  the  proposed 
changes  would  give  the  General 
Assembly  Council  more  power. 

Another  significant  item  is  a 
recommended  increase  in  medi- 
cal dues  by  the  Board  of  Pen- 
sions, the  second  in  two  years. 

In  addition,  the  General  As- 
sembly Council  will  propose 
mission  goals  for  the  church  as 
a  whole,  with  two  clear  priorities 
indicated:  seeking  justice  and 
engaging  in  evangelism. 

There  are  four  candidates  for 
moderator:  the  Rev.  James 
Johnson  Jr.,  pastor  of  First 
Church  in  Columbus,  Ga.;  Joan 
SalmonCampbell,  associate  ex- 
ecutive for  mission  program 
with  Philadelphia  Presbytery; 
the  Rev.  William  Skinner,  pas- 

'  See  G.A.,  Vage  3 
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Declining  membership  is  problem 


Continued  from  page  1 

lation,  continues  the  reforming, 
in  and  through  us  today,"  he 
said. 

As  for  declining  membership, 
Jenkins  said  some  of  it  happens 
because  the  values  of  the  church 
are  not  shared  by  the  culture  any 
more;  he  cited  as  problems  of 
the  culture  individualism  and 
materialism  and  the  break-up  of 
the  family. 

In  addition,  the  study  of  the 
scriptures  is  not  going  on  with 
success  in  many  churches  and 
families,  he  said. 

The  vision  of  John  is  relevant 
at  this  stage  of  the  synod:  a  new 
heaven  and  a  new  earth  replac- 
ing the  old  heaven  and  earth.  We 


are  starting  all  over  again  with 
a  new  creation  in  the  synod,  he 
said,  when  all  things  are  possi- 
ble. 

The  synod's  committees  are 
starting  their  work,  he  noted.  In 
addition,  the  synod  has  some 
permanent  staff  in  place  and 
hopes  to  move  into  its  new  office 
in  Richmond  by  September  1. 

"We  are  involved  in  the  be- 
ginning," he  said. 

We  should  look  for  road  signs 
from  God,  as  we  did  in  the  past, 
Jenkins  said.  "But  we  cannot 
continue  looking  back."  We 
should  use  the  past  as  guidelines 
but  should  look  for  what  God 
is  doing  in  the  present,  he  added. 

"I  believe  more  members  are 
lost  because  we're  not  able  to 


convey  belief  in  how  we  talk  and 
act." 

The  synod  needs  to  look  at 
developing  new  churches,  he 
said.  That  topic  has  an  urgency 
as  populations  grow  and  shift. 
In  addition,  the  synod  needs  to 
examine  small  churches:  how 
they  become  more  effective. 
Their  danger  is  that  they  can 
become  private  and  closed  and 
do  not  reflect  God's  love  out 
around  them,  he  said. 

"Beginnings  are  not  about 
structure,  but  about  how  we 
come  together  to  share  the  love 
of  God  in  Jesus  Christ,"  Jenkins 
said.  "Telling  others  about  Jesus 
in  some  form  or  fashion  is  what 
we're  all  about.' 


Synod  elects  leaders, 
modifies  staff  design 


Continued  from  Page  1 

executive  of  the  old  Synod  of 
North  Carolina  and  adminis- 
tered the  synod's  Raleigh  office 
last  year.  He  was  executive  of 
North  Carolina  from  1981,  and 
before  that  was  a  presbytery 
executive  for  18  years  and  a 
pastor  before  that  for  about  20. 

He  is  a  graduate  of  Pfeiffer 
Junior  College,  Davidson  Col- 
lege, and  Union  Seminary. 

The  two  modified  associate 
positions  are  for  "Presbytery 
Partnership  Ministries"  and 
"Synod  Ministries." 

Essentially,  the  changes  take 
responsibilities  for  dealing  with 


concerns  of  racial  minorities 
from  the  partnership  ministries 
position  and  for  social-justice 
concerns  from  the  synod  minis- 
tries position  and  place  both  sets 
of  responsibilities  under  the 
duties  of  the  new  associate 
position.  In  addition,  in  the 
synod  ministries  position  the 
changes  emphasis  so  that  work 
with  the  synod's  educational 
ministries  becomes  more  prom- 
inently highlighted  and  ecumen- 
ical work  less  highlighted. 

Those  two  associates  will 
carry  the  responsibilities  of  the 
new  position  until  the  synod  can 
fill  it. 


Massanetta  agreement  fails,  synod  asks  trustees  to  quit 


Continued  from  Page  1 

"quoted  L.V.  as  saying  things  he 
did  not  say,"  and  that  he  had 
resigned  so  that  the  process  could 
continue  smoothly. 

"It  is  my  personal  opinion  that 
we  would  not  be  hearing  this  re- 
port today  if  it  were  not  for  L.V. 
Lassiter,"  McLeod  said,  and  he 
praised  his  commitment  and 
service. 

After  tracing  the  background 
to  the  negotiations  between  the 
task  force  and  a  team  from  the 
Board,  McLeod  said  the  writing 
team  met  with  Board  members 
in  what  task  force  members  be- 
lieved was  a  collegial  way,  in 
which  they  were  led  to  believe 
everything  relevant  was  being 
discussed. 

"As  it  turns  out,  that  was  a 
naive  understanding,"  he  said.  He 
then  disclosed  the  employment 
contracts,  with  Massanetta  Exec- 
utive Director  Robert  Stansell  Jr. 
and  Marketing  Director  Larain 
Raymond.  McLeod  read  details 
from  a  copy  of  Stansell's  con- 
tract, which  is  for  one  year  from 
May  16  at  his  current  salary  of 
$33,390  and  which  upon  termi- 
nation by  either  party  would 
continue  to  pay  for  one  year  from 
the  date  of  termination  provided 
he  had  no  other  job.  Raymond's 
was  similiar,  but  with  different 
terms  and  salary,  McLeod  said. 

"The  Council  of  synod  received 
this  information  as  a  bombshell," 
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McLeod  said.  "We  believed  we 
were  dealing  above  board,  that 
we  were  receiving  all  information 
on  Massanetta,  that  nothing  was 
going  on  beyond  the  scenes." The 
Council  learned  that  discussion 
of  the  contracts  had  gone  on  since 
November,  he  said,  and  they  were 
adopted  Saturday. 

Questions  were  asked  about 
the  agenda  for  the  trustee  meeting 
Saturday  (when  the  trustees  ap- 
proved the  contracts),  and  no- 
thing was  said  on  the  contracts, 
he  said. 

"By  the  grace  of  God,  we  came 
into  possession  of  these  employment 
contracts,  and  that  changes  the 
whole  nature  of  our  presentation." 

Council  Vice-Moderator  Eddie 
Deas  in  introducing  McLeod  had 
requested  that  the  trustees  have  an 
opportunity  to  speak.  Rhyne  said 
he  had  heard  for  the  first  time  the 
motions  before  the  Assembly, 
which  Deas  had  made  following 
comments  of  McLeod  and  Lassi- 
ter. Those  motions  were  to  request 
the  trustees  to  resign  immediately 
and  to  give  the  Council  authority 
to  act  on  the  Massanetta  matter 
to  its  conclusion. 

Rhyne  said  that  from  the 
Board's  perspective,  the  issues  it 
considered  important  were  out- 
lined in  the  covenant:  the  trustees' 
fiduciary  responsibilities  and 
responsibility  for  Massanetta's 
well-being,  its  ministry,  and  its 
future.  Trustees  had  watched 
attendance  dwindle  for  a  couple 
of  years  and  were  concerned 
about  safety  factors,  he  said;  the 
ceiling  fell  in  one  room,  he  said. 

They  also  were  concerned 
about  the  cottage  owners,  who  do 
not  legally  own  their  land,  Rhyne 
said,  and  a  further  responsibility 
about  the  endowment,  which  the 
center  was  having  to  use  to  pay 
operating  expenses  as  attendance 
declined.  Trustees  did  not  want 
to  come  to  the  Assembly  in  a 
couple  of  years  with  no  endow- 
ment, he  said. 

The  Board  held  up  trying  to 
sell  the  property  in  good  faith, 
as  a  part  of  the  church,  Rhyne 
said.  He  admitted  that  the  trus- 
tees should  have  indicated  they 
wanted  the  advice  and  consent  of 
synod,  but  contended  they  had 
the  authority  to  proceed  to  sell 
the  facility  by  themselves. 

"Early  in  the  process,  we  said 
we  didn't  want  this  to  be  a  legal 
battle.  We  want  what's  best  for 
the  church." 

In  March  the  trustees  began 
working  out  the  contracts  with 
the  staff  because  the  latter  felt 
"incredible  pressure"  to  resign, 
Rhyne  said.  The  staff  was  under 
"incredible  harrassment":  some- 
one dumped  baked  beans  on 
Stansell's  car  and  trash  on  his 


Rev.  Ed  McLeod  speaks  about  Council  recommendation  on 
Massanetta  Springs. 


yard,  and  he  received  harassing 
telephone  calls. 

If  there  were  new  trustees,  "We 
didn't  know  what  would  happen 
to  that  management,  and  we  felt 
responsible  to  it,"  Rhyne  said. 

He  realized  the  timing  seemed 
bad  to  many  people,  he  added. 
"We  did  not  see  that  in  any  way 
undermining  the  covenant.  It  was 
not  done  to  blow  up  the  process. 
It  was  done  to  protect  those  staff 
people,  not  knowing  what  would 
happen  at  synod." 

In  his  remarks,  Lassiter  said 
there  were  visible  demonstrations 
that  Massanetta  staffs  property 
had  been  defaced  and  lives  and 
reputations  threatened. 

In  discussing  the  negotiations, 
Lassiter  said,  "From  the  very  be- 
ginning, unfortunately,  there 
were  miscues  of  communiation." 
The  task  force  had  one  agenda, 
the  trustees  another.  At  every 
turn,  the  task  force  felt  challeng- 
ed by  the  trustees,  through  task 
force  members  felt  the  Board  was 
cooperating,  he  said. 

The  trustees  had  said  that  if 
reasonable  people  examined  the 
same  evidence  they  had,  those 
people  would  come  to  the  same 
conclusion  as  the  trustees:  close 
the  facility  and  sell  it.  The  task 
force  examined  that  evidence, 
"and  we  had  not  come  to  the  same 
conclusion,"  Lassiter  said. 

"Then  came  the  drama,"  with 
the  suggested  principles  from 
someone  not  on  the  task  force  or 
trustees.  "Our  hopes  soared."  But 
"in  terms  of  what  was  being  done 
in  the  last  week,  the  entire 
complexion  changed." 

The  Assembly  also  let  Hal  Fin- 
layson  of  the  organization  Friends 
of  Massanetta  speak.  He  is  a 
former  executive  director  of  the 
center.  Finlayson  said  that  for  the 
meeting  in  October  when  the 
Board  voted  to  close  the  facility, 


most  of  the  trustees  came  to  the 
meeting  on  a  Friday  evening  not 
knowing  that  step  would  be  con- 
sidered and  were  told  they  had 
to  decide  by  12:30  p.m.  on 
Saturday. 

"It  appalls  me  to  think  people 
assuming  responsibility  for  insti- 
tutions in  our  denomination  do 
not  think  to  come  to  the  court 
of  that  denomination,"  he  said. 

Commissioners  discussed  the 
issue  at  some  length  after  these 
presentations.  Some  thought  the 
proposed  covenant  was  more 
balanced  and  that  Council  was 
acting  hastily,  and  some  said  they 
thought  the  facility  had  deterio- 
rated; others  thought  the  trustees 
should  not  have  acted  and  that 
a  new  beginning  was  required. 

One  commissioner  asked  if  the 
synod  will  be  obliged  to  fulfill  the 
employment  contracts.  "We're 
not  sure,"  McLeod  said.  "That's 
the  most  honest  answer  I  can 
give."  Another  question  con- 
cerned what  happens  if  the  trus- 
tees refuse  to  resign.  McLeod  said 
the  General  Assembly's  Perman- 
ent Judicial  Commission  would 
have  to  deal  with  the  mat. 

McLeod  also  said  the  trustees 
have  known  that  no  money  would 
be  forthcoming  (from  people  who 
were  ready  to  give  it)  if  the  cur- 
rent board  and  staff  were  in  place; 
Rhyne  responded  that  no  one  had 
said  that  until  the  previous  even- 
ing, and  that  the  staffs  leaving 
was  not  part  of  the  covenant. 

Betty  Finlayson  of  Friends  of 
Massanetta  said  Rhyne  did  not 
understand  the  relationship  of 
money  pledged  and  the  current 
board;  of  $187,000  already 
pledged  toward  reopening  Mas- 
sanetta, almost  75  percent  were 
contingent  on  replacing  current 
management. 

In  a  dramatic  twist,  the  Rev. 
Betty  Sutherland  said  that  the 


principles  behind  the  covenant 
came  not  from  the  Board  or  task 
force  but  from  an  individual, 
"and  that  was  myself."  One  of  her 
original  five  principles  concerned 
severance  agreements  for  the 
staff,  she  said,  to  be  negotiated 
between  the  Personnel  Commit- 
tee of  the  Council  and  the  Ex- 
ecutive Committee  of  the  Board. 

After  she  talked  with  Rhyne, 
he  called  back  and  said  Stansell 
had  problems  with  the  synod's 
personnel  policy  regarding  sever- 
ance and  didn't  think  it  would 
adequately  protect  him.  Rhyne 
asked  her  to  trust  him  and  let  the 
Baord  negotiate  those  policies, 
she  said. 

"Mr.  Rhyne  said  this  morning 
he  had  no  memory  of  that." 

She  assumed  the  Board  was 
working  on  severance  policy;  she 
wanted  the  employees  protected, 
she  said.  "When  last  night  I  heard 
long-term  employment,  not  sever 
ance,  was  signed,  knowing  the  en- 
dowment can't  be  used,  knowing 
Friends  of  Massanetta  were  not 
likely  to  give,  I  had  to  back  off 
supporting  my  original  five  points 

The  Rev.  Eugene  Soud  of  Bal- 
timore Presbytery  said  he  had 
been  prepared  to  make  a  substi- 
tute motion  asking  the  two  sides 
to  continuing  working,  but  after 
hearing  Sutherland,  he  would 
support  the  original  motion;  he 
did  not  thing  long-term  trust  was 
possible. 

By  a  show  of  hands,  an  over- 
whelming majority  of  commis- 
sioners then  voted  to  approve  the 
Council  motion. 

In  a  telephone  interview  later, 
Sutherland  reaffirmed  that  in  the 
first  draft  of  five  points,  sever- 
ance was  the  second  point,  so 
from  the  outset,  it  was  assumed 
that  staff  would  leave  and  sev- 
erance was  being  negotiated. 

In  his  interview,  Rhyne  con- 
firmed that  he  did  not  recall  that 
part  of  the  conversation,  but  he 
said  after  the  Assembly  he  looked 
at  his  notes  and  saw  that  the 
second  point  concerned  sever- 
ance for  employees. 

"She  was  right.  I  did  not  re-1 
member  that."  They  later  agreed | 
it  not  be  one  of  the  principles, 
he  said.  "My  assumption  is  they 
were  assuming  we  were  taking 
care  of  that.  We  did."  It  was  not 
to  the  Council's  liking,  he  said 
He  added  that  if  employment 
contracts  were  the  only  thing 
standing  in  the  way  of  agreement, 
he  wondered  why  someone  did 
not  suggest  working  out  the 
covenant  to  the  satisfaction  ol 
both  sides. 

Rhyne  repeated  that  the  trus- 
tees did  not  intentionally  nego- 
tiate the  contracts  to  undermine 
the  agreement. 
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Men's  conference  to 
focus  on  challenge 


The  theme  of  this  year's 
Presbyterian  Men's  Confer- 
ence for  the  Synod  of  the 
Mid-Atlantic  is  "The  Chal- 
lenge of  Being  a  Presbyterian 
Man."  Dr.  Richard  Arm- 
strong and  a  team  from  Prin- 
ceton Seminary  will  present 
it. 

The  meeting  will  take  place 
at  Eagle  Eyrie  Assembly  in 
Lynchburg,  Va.,  July  14-16. 

The  meeting  will  consider 
such  issues  as  identity,  cur- 
rent stage  of  faith,  demogra- 
phics of  this  region,  personal 
growth,  and  the  unique  prob- 
lems each  area  in  the  synod 
faces.  A  promotional  bro- 
chure on  the  conference  says, 
"Let's  examine  where  we  are, 
where  we  want  to  be,  and 
together  decide  the  best  way 
to  get  there!" 

Armstrong  is  a  former 
minor-league  baseball  player 
and  later  public-relations 
director  for  the  Baltimore 
Orioles  who  then  went  to 
seminary  and  became  a  pas- 
tor. He  now  occupies  the 
Ashenfelter  Chair  of  Ministry 
and  Evangelism  at  Princeton 
Seminary. 

Accompanying  him  will  be 


the  Rev.  Michael  Livingston, 
director  of  admissions  at 
Princeton  Seminary,  and  Dr. 
Samuel  Moffett,  former  mis- 
sionary who  is  now  Henry 
Winters  Luce  Professor  of 
Ecumenics  and  Mission  at 
Princeton  Seminary. 

The  meeting  will  include 
lectures  and  programs  by 
Armstrong  and  his  team, 
small-group  discussions, 
singing  and  fellowship,  a 
sunrise  service,  and  a  business 
meeting.  Participants  will 
also  have  recreational  oppor- 
tunities at  the  conference 
center,  with  numerous  spots 
offered. 

Armstrong  will  speak  on 
"What  Presbyterian  Men 
Believe,"  "Who  Are  These 
Presbyterian  Men?"  "When 
Presbyterian  Men  Serve 
Best,"  and  "The  Challenge  of 
Being  a  Presbyterian  Man." 

Music  director  is  Kemper 
Bausell,  a  choir  and  band 
director  from  Grundy,  Va. 
Performing  will  be  the  duo  of 
Ray  and  Lee  Harris. 

Men's  organizations  in 
churches  should  have  regis- 
tration forms  and  more  infor- 
mation. 


Women's  event's  workshops 
relate  to  group's  purpose 


Workshops  for  the  summer 
conference  of  Presbyterian 
Women  of  the  synod  will  relate 
to  the  purpose  of  the  national 
organization:  "Forgiven  and 
freed  by  God  in  Jesus  Christ,  we 
commit  ourselves  to  nurture  our 
faith  through  prayer  and  Bible 
study,  to  support  the  mission  of 
the  church  worldwide,  to  work 
for  justice  and  peace,  and  to 
build  an  inclusive,  caring  com- 
munity of  women  that  streng- 
thens the  Presbyterian  Church 
(U.S.A.)  and  witnesses  to  the 
promise  of  God's  kingdom." 

The  theme  of  the  conference 
is  "Refining  our  Faith — Living 
the  Christian  Life."  The  confer- 
ence will  be  in  four  sessions,  two 
at  Montreat,  N.C.,  June  11-14 
and  14-17,  and  two  at  Eastern 
Mennonite  College  in  Harrison- 
burg, Va.,  July  23-26  and  26-29. 
Co-directors  are  Ruth  Cowan  of 
Whiteville,  N.C.,  and  Margaret 
Carter  of  Charlottesville,  N.C. 

The  Bible  study  will  focus  on 


Correction 


In  an  article  on  a  mission  consul- 
tation in  our  April  issue,  we  reported 
a  consultation  on  mission  interpre- 
tation would  be  held  each  year  in 
May  and  one  on  mission  funding  in 
September.  The  latter  will  be  in 
February. 


Miscellany 

Commissioner 
orientation 

The  synod  held  four 
orientations,  in  different 
parts  of  the  synod,  for  com- 
missioners to  the  meeting  of 
the  General  Assembly.  The 
briefings  covered  issues, 
committees,  and  other  mat- 
ters. 

Hymn  sought 

Margaret  Olson  is  look- 
ing for  a  copy  of  an  old 
Scottish  hymn  in  a  hymn 
book  that  she  lost.  The  title 
is  "My  Ain  Country";  the 
first  line  is  "I  am  far  from 
my  hame  and  I'm  weary 
aftenwhiles."  Anyone  who 
has  it  and  is  willing  to  send 
her  a  copy  can  send  it  to 
6101  Murrayville  Road, 
Wilmington,  N.C.  28405. 

Minority  teacher 
recruiting 

Minority  students  can 
receive  up  to  $2,000  per  year 
in  financial  aid  at  a  North 
Carolina  college  educating 
teachers  under  a  Prospective 
Teacher  Scholarship  Loan. 
A  state  office  asks  minority 
chuches  to  inform  students. 
Information  is  available 
from  Teacher  Recruitment 
Office,  116  W.  Edenton 
Street,  Raleigh,  N.C.  27609 
(919-733-0701). 

Alzheimer's  hotline 

People  in  eastern  North 
Carolina  can  call  a  toll-free 
hotline  for  information  on 
Alzheimer's  Disease.  The 
number  is  1-800-228-8738. 


General  Assembly's  judicial 
group  dismisses  Hoover  case 


The  Permanent  Judicial  Com- 
mission of  the  General  Assembly 
has  dismissed  the  judicial  case 
of  the  Rev.  Thomas  B.  Hoover 
of  Charlotte,  N.C,  which  The 
Presbyterian  News  reported  on 
in  March.  The  case  concerns 
Hoover's  contention  that  he 
qualifies  as  a  beneficiary  of  the 
Kate  B.  Reynolds  Fund,  which 
provides  income  to  retired 
Presbyterian  ministers  in  North 
Carolina. 

The  Assembly  body  ordered 
the  synod's  certifying  committee 


for  the  fund  to  consider  Hoov- 
er's eligibility.  The  judicial 
commission  of  the  antecedent 
Synod  of  the  Piedmont  had 
ruled  against  Hoover's  eligibil- 
ity. Following  the  Assembly 
group's  order,  the  certifying 
committee  met  in  February  and 
ruled  that  he  is  not  eligible. 

After  reviewing  the  minutes  of 
that  meeting,  the  Assembly 
commission  ruled  that  the  synod 
committee  had  complied  with 
the  commission's  order  and  it 
dismissed  Hoover's  case. 


2  U.S.S.R.  trips  combined 


Two  tours  to  the  U.S.S.R.  this 
summer  planned  by  the  National 
Council  of  Churches  will  now  be 
one  event.  The  Presbyterian 
News  reported  the  trips  in  the 
March  issue.  The  Council's 
ecumenical  travel  seminar  office 
has  combined  the  two  trips  this 
summer  into  one  travel  seminar. 

The  seminar  will  visit  Armen- 
ian and  Georgian  Orthodox 
churches  as  well  as  Russian 
Orthodox  churches;  it  will  now 
take  place  July  31  to  August  17. 
Earlier,  the  office  had  scheduled 
a  separate  trip  for  June  12-29; 


that  one  will  not  take  place. 
Under  the  original  plan,  the  first 
trip  would  have  been  to  the 
Armenian  and  Georgian 
churches,  while  the  second 
would  have  concentrated  on 
Russian  Orthodox  churches. 

The  July  seminar  will  be 
limited  to  80  participants.  The 
cost  is  $3,200. 

To  get  an  application,  contact 
the  NCC  Ecumenical  Travel 
Seminar  Office,  475  Riverside 
Drive,  Room  851,  New  York, 
N.Y.  10115.  The  telephone 
number  is  (212)  870-2044. 


Minority  corporation  story  clarified 


A  story  from  Presbyterian 
News  Service  in  our  May  issue 
said  the  General  Assembly 
Council  approved  formation  of 
a  church-owned  Minority  Enter- 
prise Small  Business  Investment 
Corporation.  It  should  have  said 
the  Council  approved  the  cor- 
poration in  principle  and  awa- 
ited concurrence  from  the  Cen- 
tral Treasury  Corporation. 

The  Central  Treasury  Corpo- 


ration, however,  turned  down 
the  proposal  at  a  meeting  on 
May  19.  The  treasury  corpora- 
tion's board  expressed  support 
for  the  concept,  but  its  attorney 
strongly  warned  of  possible 
liabilities.  Because  of  this  con- 
cern, the  board  turned  down  the 
idea  and  requested  the  Social 
Justice  and  Peacemaking  Unit  to 
continue  the  program  in  other 
ways. 
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tor  of  First  Church  in  Sioux  Council 
City,  Iowa;  and  Agnes  Wilson, 
an  elder  at  Second  Church  in 
Sumter,  S.C.,  and  former  mod- 
erator of  the  General  Assembiy 


I  Peter;  platform  speakers  will 
be  Dr.  Mary  Faith  Carson  and 
the  Rev.  Carol  T.  (Pinky) 
Bender.  The  latter  is  author  of 
the  1988-89  Bible  study  column 
in  The  Presbyterian  News. 

Workshops  relating  to  various 
segments  of  the  organization's 
purpose  are: 

•  Nurturing  faith  through 
prayer  and  Bible  study:  Prayer, 
Power,  and  Privilege;  Faith  in 
Families;  How  to  Study  the 
Bible;  Gospel  Living  for  Today: 
The  Book  of  Acts. 

•  Supporting  the  mission  of 


the  church  worldwide:  Discov- 
ering Global  Mission. 

•  Working  for  justice  and 

peace:  Child  Care  through  the 
Children's  Defense  Fund;  Vo- 
lunteerism:  Partnership  with  the 
Elderly;  Dealing  with  Stress 
through  Spiritual  Nurture; 
Making  the  Broken  Whole  in 
Family  and  Church;  You're 
Speaking  so  Loudly  I  Can't  Hear 
a  World  You're  Saying. 

•  Building  an  inclusive,  car- 
ing community  of  women:  Lest 
We  Forget;  Loss:  A  Living 
Reality;  Getting  to  Know  Me; 
the  Service  and  the  Servant; 
How  to  Pastor  Your  Pastor. 

Other  optional  courses  in- 
clude money  management  for 
women,  nurturing  a  simpler 
lifestyle,  grease  paint  and  the 
Gospel,  art,  and  biblical  history. 

In  addition  to  the  conference, 
training  of  enablers  will  take 
place  July  21-23  at  Eastern 
Mennonite  College. 


New  registration  forms 
used  for  Va.  meetings 


All  women  planning  to 
attend  the  Presbyterian 
Women's  conference  at  East- 
ern Mennonite  College 
should  be  on  the  lookout  for 
new  registration  and  housing 
forms,  said  Linda  Morris, 
conference  registrar.  Anyone 


who  has  registered  on  the  old 
form  need  not  worry,  she 
added.  She  will  contact  those 
people  for  additional  infor- 
mation needed. 

All  local  moderators  have 
received  the  new  forms. 


Cary  home  starts  drive, 
Scotia  Village  dedicated 


The  planned  retirement  home  in 
Cary,  N.C,  announced  a  fund- 
raising  campaign  in  May,  while 
the  new  home  in  Laurinburg, 
N.C,  Scotia  Village,  held  its 
formal  dedication,  with  the  state's 
governor  speaking.  Both  facilities 
are  part  of  the  Presbyterian 
Homes,  Inc.,  which  also  includes 
a  home  in  High  Point,  N.C. 

A  local  board  of  trustees  for  the 
Cary  facility  announced  the  cam- 
paign, for  $3  million,  on  May  11. 
At  the  time  of  the  announcement, 
organizers  have  already  received 
$1.1  million  in  gifts  and  pledges. 
Plans  are  to  finish  the  campaign 
by  this  fall,  start  building  next 
year,  and  open  the  home  in  1991. 

The  estimated  cost  of  the  first 
phase  is  $20  million;  that  phase 
will  accommodate  about  200 
residents  and  will  include  building 
medical  facilities  for  future  use. 
Plans  allow  for  future  expansion. 

New  Hope  Presbytery  has  ap- 
proved and  endorsed  the  cam- 
paign. 


At  Scotia  Village,  Gov.  James 
Martin  discussed  needs  of  the 
growing  number  of  elderly  people 
in  the  state.  The  dedication  took 
place  May  1. 

Among  other  speakers  were 
Executive  Director  John  Frye;  the 
Rev.  Robert  Debnam,  vice-chair 
of  the  trustees  and  the  pastor  of 
Laurinburg  Presbyterian  Church; 
James  Allison,  president  of  the 
Board  of  Governors  for  the  Presb- 
yterian Homes;  Ann  Kenny,  the 
facility's  first  resident;  Nathan 
Gibson,  president  of  the  local 
Chamber  of  Commerce;  and  Betty 
Hasty,  chair  of  the  Dedication 
Committee. 

The  St.  Andrews  Presbyterian 
College  Chorale,  led  by  Mark 
Parsons,  performed,  as  did  bag- 
piper Bill  Caudill,  a  graduating 
senior  at  St.  Andrews.  Scotia 
Village  is  located  next  to  St. 
Andrews. 

The  facility  opened  in  Decem- 
ber. It  has  83  central  apartments 
and  detached  cottages. 


Group  on  aging  sets  goals  for  '89 


The  closing  ceremony  of  the 
Bicentennial  will  take  place  as 
part  of  "A  Fair  in  the  Square," 
a  large  celebration. 


The  Mid-Atlantic  Association  of 
Ministries  with  Older  Adults  has 
adopted  goals  for  1989  and  amended 
its  budget  in  light  of  a  $10,000  grant 
from  the  General  Assembly  Wom- 
en's Fund  for  its  work. 

The  Association  is  related  and 
responsible  to  the  synod.  Its 
mission  is  to  meet  increasing 
physical,  social,  and  spiritual 
needs  of  older  adults  in  the  synod, 
raise  awareness  of  ministers  and 
layfolk  of  aging,  and  help  the 
elderly  identify  their  strengths  and 
how  they  can  contribute  to  church 
and  community. 

Chair  Jane  Saunier  reported  the 
goals  of  the  Synod  Council  at  its 


April  meeting. 
They  include: 

•  Along  with  presbytery  staffs, 
appoint  a  contact  or  committee  in 
each  presbytery  for  ministry  with 
older  adults. 

•  Plan  a  training  event  this  fall 
for  presbytery  representatives  to 
develop  ministry  with  the  elderly. 

•  Help  promote  the  annual 
Mother's  Day  Offering  for  min- 
istry with  the  aging. 

•  Develop  an  inventory  of 
Presbyterian  resources. 

•  Organize  a  speakers  bureau. 

•  Inform  congregations,  pre 
byteries,  and  the  synod  < 
group's  work. 
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Computer  can  be  model 
for  telling  the  Gospel 


By  George  R.  Hunsberger 

With  all  the  liberating  emphasis  on 
lifestyle  evangelism,  there  is  something 
right  at  the  heart  of  many  traditional 
approaches  which  has  remained  unchal- 
lenged. We  believe  we  need  to  be 
sensitive  to  a  person's  felt  needs.  Yet 
many  "evangelism  training"  programs 
retain  communication  models  that 
organize  the  gospel  on  a  different  basis. 
They  tend  to  portray  the  gospel  as  a 
linear  progression  of  ideas:  five  steps, 
four  laws,  the  Roman  road,  etc.  Evan- 
gelism then  becomes  a  search  for  an 
occasion  in  our  conversation  with 
people  to  move  through  that  sequence 
of  ideas  from  first  to  last  so  that  by 
hearing  the  progression  and  seizing  the 
conclusion,  faith  in  Jesus  will  come 
about. 

But  that  procedure  is  full  of  flaws. 
It  assumes  that  people  normally  have 
a  readiness  to  begin  at  point  A  and  move 
logically  to  point  Z  as  they  give  thought 
to  a  new  proposal  for  orienting  their 
life  pattern.  People  are  not  like  that.  At 
times,  some  may  be  at  the  kind  of  crisis 
point  that  makes  them  open  to  such  a 
process.  But  it  isn't  normal.  For  most, 
the  only  part  of  the  gospel  story  they 
will  be  able  to  hear  will  be  point  D, 
or  point  Z,  or  point  N  somewhere  in 
the  middle.  A  linear  model  doesn't  allow 
the  mental  flexibility  to  start  there. 

In  practice,  the  linear  model  is 
cumbersome  and  creates  awkwardness. 
It  leads  us  to  "jockey  for  position"  to 
gain  an  opening  to  introduce  the  pre- 
determined "first"  idea  in  the  chain. 
Then  we  have  to  maintain  control  over 
the  conversation  so  that  we  can  insure 
that  the  right  ideas  will  stay  in  the  right 
order.  By  the  time  we  arrive  at  the  final 
idea,  we  face  the  awkwardness  of  a 
mechanical  conversation  that  now  has 
no  place  to  go. 

This  traditional  linear  approach 
persists  at  the  very  time  when  the  age 
of  high  tech  shows  us  an  alternative 
model.  We  live  in  an  age  of  "random 
access"  with  an  altogether  different 
frame  of  reference  for  information 
storage  and  retrieval.  A  computer's 
floppy  disk,  a  typewriter's  daisy  wheel, 
and  a  stereo's  disc  player  all  point 
toward  a  new  model  with  built-in 
flexibility  and  ease  of  movement,  a 
circular  model.  The  technology  reflects 


something  about  how  our  minds  nor- 
mally function.  We  think  and  commun- 
icate more  like  "random-access  disks" 
than  like  a  "linear  tape." 

What  compels  me  most  in  this  direc- 
tion is  the  example  of  Jesus.  The  linear 
approach  has  always  left  me  uneasy 
when  I've  observed  him  in  the  Gospels. 
"Surely  he  shows  us  how  to  witness," 
I've  thought  to  myself.  But  just  as  surely, 
he  doesn't  seem  to  do  it  at  all  like  the 
linear  models  offered  by  modern  "evan- 
gelism training."  Jesus  never  spelled  out 
the  "plan  of  salvation"  in  a  logical  step- 
by-step  fashion. 

Rather  he  responded  to  people  and 
situations  from  a  secure  knowledge  of 
a  body  of  understanding  from  which  he 
could  draw  as  the  circumstances  re- 
quired. His  entry  point  wasn't  fixed  to 
one  particular  notion,  nor  did  he  tie 
himself  to  any  fixed  pattern  of  ideas 
through  which  he  must  move.  He 
exhibited  a  great  ease  in  conversation 
because  he  had  the  freedom  to  range 
about  among  those  features  of  the  good 
news  which  were  most  critically  relevant 
at  the  moment.  Whatever  Jesus  did  — 
and  it  seems  he  did  things  differently 
in  every  conversation  —  it  always  fit 
the  person. 

It  is  that  fit  which  we  must  recapture. 
We  can,  with  a  circular  model  which 
grasps  that  at  the  center  of  our  message, 
at  its  heart  and  core,  lies  the  portrait 
of  Jesus  in  the  Gospels,  the  living 
presence  of  the  Kingdom  of  God  among 
us.  Surrounding  that  core  are  the 
rippling  implications  extending  out  in 
all  directions  —  the  mercy  of  God 
seeking  us  out,  the  justice  of  God  ruling 
us  in  love,  the  Spirit  of  God  making 
us  new.  The  Old  and  New  Testaments 
add  layer  upon  layer  of  interpretation, 
a  vast  reservoir  of  "gospel." 

Giving  voice  to  the  good  news  then 
means  the  freedom  to  range  from  center 
to  circumference,  beginning  where  our 
friends  are  prepared  to  begin  and 
moving  among  ideas  as  their  minds  are 
ready  to  move.  Our  freedom  gives  our 
friends  freedom  —  the  freedom  of 
"access"  to  the  news  about  Jesus. 

George  Hunsberger  is  associate  pro- 
fessor of  Christian  ministries  at  Belhav- 
en  College.  This  article  first  appeared 
in  Presbyterian  Voice,  the  newspaper  of 
the  Synod  of  Living  Waters,  and  is 
reprinted  with  permission. 


COMMENTARY 


We  welcome  letters,  guest  commentaries 


We  welcome  letters  to  the  editor  and 
longer  guest  commentaries.  Please 
sign  letters  and  give  address  and 
telephone  number.  We  may  edit  for 
length  or  grammar.  Please  confine 


comments  to  one  topic  and  keep  them 
brief. 

Guest  commentaries  may  be  up  to 
two  typed,  double-spaced  pages. 


Pastor-church  conflict 
causes  growing  concern 


When  I  was  a  child  I  attended  a 
Quaker  school,  and  two  memories  of 
that  experience  linger.  I  still  remember 
the  silence,  waiting  for  the  Spirit  to 
nudge  us,  and  then  hearing  someone 
stand  to  express  a  "concern."  For  some 
time  now  I  have  had  a  "concern"  over 
the  growing  number  of  pastor-congre- 
gation conflicts  in  our  church.  The  sad 
truth  is  that  by  the  time  presbytery  gets 
involved  in  many  situations  it  is  too 
little,  too  late.  Ministers  and  churches 
part  with  feelings  of  bitterness  and 
anger,  and  the  scars  remain.  Like  all 
grief  situations,  time  helps,  but  it  never 
heals. 

The  situation  is  exacerbated  by  the 
continuing  glut  of  ministers  in  our 
church,  which  creates  a  serious  mobility 
problem.  Kurtis  C.  Hess's  recent  article, 
"The  Crisis  in  the  Placement  System  of 
the  Presbyterian  Church  (U.S.A.),"  gets 
at  the  crux  of  the  matter.  Ministers  have 
a  great  deal  of  difficulty  in  moving  under 
the  best  of  circumstances,  and  when 
conflict  causes  premature  departures, 
moving  is  an  incredibly  painstaking 
process. 

There  is  no  evidence  that  mobility 
among  Presbyterian  ministers  will 
improve  very  much  in  the  foreseeable 
future.  They  are  being  counseled  to 
setttle  in  for  long  pastorates,  and  begin 
new  chapters  of  ministry  where  they  are. 

What  happens  when  serious  conflicts 
between  pastor  and  church  erupt,  and 
ministers  are  forced  to  leave?  It  seems 
that  when  ministers  lose  merit  with 
congreations  there  is  little  that  can  be 
done,  except  buy  some  time.  A  new 
concept  today  in  conflicted  ministerial 
relations  is  "severance  pay."  Our  system 
provides  no  simple  answers  for  ministers 
who  must  move  before  receiving  a  new 
call. 

Conflict  is  inevitable.  The  Gospel 
causes  offense.  Jesus  warned  the  clergy 
of  his  day,  "Beware,  when  all  men  speak 
well  of  you"  (Luke  6:26).  The  prophet 
Jeremiah  warned  against  that  false 
peace,  "Peace!  Peace!  When  there  is  no 
peace." 

A  woman  was  asked  to  state  her  view 
on  a  controversial  issue,  and  she  replied, 
"I  am  neither  for  it,  or  against  it,  I'm 
just  putrid."  She  meant  neutral,  but  she 
said  more  than  she  knew.  Without  some 
conflict,  growth  cannot  happen.  But 
conflict  needs  to  be  aired  and  dealt  with, 
not  repressed  or  ignored. 

Pastor-congregation  conflicts  often 
focus  on  small  matters.  It  is  the  "little 
foxes  that  spoil  the  vine."  The  color  of 
the  new  carpet,  a  piece  of  property  next 
to  the  church,  the  placement  of  a  sign 
or  donated  piece  of  furniture  can  cause 
more  conflict  than  major  issues.  As 
David  S.  Belasic  and  Paul  M.  Schmidt 
say  so  well,  "A  pastor's  relationship  with 
a  particular  parish  seldom  dies  of  a 
massive  coronary;  it  more  often  bleeds 
to  death  from  countless  wounds" 
(Penguin  Principle,  p.  62) 


By 

Richard 
Morgan 


Why  does  there  seem  to  be  so  much 
unrest  and  conflict  between  pastors  and 
congregations?  Some  claim  it  is  a  sign 
of  the  powerlessness  in  our  society,  as 
the  church  remains  the  one  place  where 
the  laity  can  exert  its  authority.  As  one 
elder,  determined  to  get  rid  of  the  pastor, 
told  a  presbytery  commission,  "I  may 
not  have  much  power  in  other  circles, 
but  IH  show  you  who's  in  control  here." 
Frustrated  power  brokers  or  armchair 
pastors  can  cause  a  lot  of  trouble. 

Power  struggles  may  also  result  from 
unresolved  personal  issues  from  the  past 
which  are  played  out  in  the  present. 
When  conflict  occurs,  someone  may  be 
displacing  something  from  personal  life, 
without  even  being  aware  of  it. 

Also,  a  greater  sense  of  accountability 
for  ministers  today  has  caused  conflict 
in  expectations  of  clergy  performance. 

It  seems  to  me  that  there  are  strategies 
to  help  pastors  and  churches. 

•  Conflict-management  skills  need  to 
be  taught  at  our  seminaries.  Too  many 
ministers  are  thrown  into  the  "lion's 
den"  of  conflict,  without  any  skills  for 
dealing  with  it. 

•  Presbytery  committees  on  ministry 
could  offer  workshops  on  conflict 
management  for  clergy  and  laity.  A 
wealth  of  leadership  and  resources  is 
available.  Such  training  would  help 
churches  to  be  proactive,  rather  than 
reactive.  Conflict  could  then  be  man- 
aged at  an  earlier  stage,  before  it 
becomes  personalized,  polarization 
takes  place,  and  hurt  feelings  are  beyond 
reconciliation. 

•  Presbytery  committees  on  ministry 
need  a  trained  cadre  of  persons  who  will 
be  available  for  consultation  when 
conflicts  occur,  and  offer  their  services 
as  "referees"  when  needed. 

Conflict  can  be  creative.  I  still  believe 
that  when  people  love  their  pastor,  love 
can  transcend  any  differences.  I  still 
maintain  that  when  ministers  are  dili- 
gent in  pastoral  care,  any  conflicts  can 
be  handled.  When  conflicts  are  managed 
with  love,  it  becomes  a  powerful  witness 
to  the  Gospel  of  reconciliation.  Through 
it  all,  Christ  comes  into  the  middle  of 
our  muddles,  to  be  our  peace. 

"He  is  our  peace,  who  has  made  us 
both  one, 

And  broken  down  the  dividing  wall 
of  hostility." 

Dr.  Richard  L.  Morgan  is  pastor  of 
Fairview  Church  in  Lenoir,  N.C. 


Religious  leaders  focus  on  abolishing  death  penalty 


By  Jerry  van  Marter 
Presbyterian  News  Service 

ATLANTA,  Ga.  —  Forty 
religious  leaders  met  here  Apr. 
14  to  rekindle  their  commitment 
to  ablition  of  the  death  penalty 
in  the  United  States.  Two  Presb- 
yterians participated — the  Rev. 
Tom  Jones,  chair  of  the  Social 
Justice  and  Peacemaking  Unit, 
and  the  Rev.  Kathy  Lancaster, 
chair  of  the  National  Interreli- 
gious  Task  Force  on  Criminal 
Justice. 

All  are  r  art  of  a  new  nation- 
wide campaign,  "Lighting  the 


Torch  of  Conscience,"  that  is 
sponsored  by  the  National  Coa- 
lition to  Abolish  the  Death 
Penalty,  the  National  Interreli- 
gious  Task  Force,  and  Amnesty 
International-USA.  They  began 
their  year-long  campaign  to 
eliminate  capital  punishment  by 
signing  a  statement  "committing 
ourselves  and  our  faith  com- 
munities to  do  everything  within 
our  power  to  abolish  the  death 
penalty." 

Jones  said,  "The  church  is  the 
key  to  mobilizing  the  forces 
against  capital  punishment  in 
this  country,  in  much  the  same 


way  that  it  led  the  civil-right 
fight  25  years  ago." 

Other  religious  bodies  repres- 
ented included  Roman  Cathol- 
ics, Quakers,  Reformed  Jews, 
Sikhs,  Muslims,  Unitarians,  and 
American  Indians.  Virtually 
every  mainline  American  Pro- 
testant denomination  signed  on, 
as  well  as  numerous  ecumenical 
organizations. 

The  group  decried  American 
"preoccupation  with  the  death 
penalty,"  claiming  that  it  "keeps 
us  from  dealing  with  the  real 
causes  of  violent  crime."  In 
addition,  organizers  said,  Amer- 


ican use  of  the  death  penalty 
"demeans  us  in  the  eyes  of  other 
Western  democracies,  all  of 
which  have  now  abolished  cap- 
ital punishment." 

Lancaster  said,  "A  reawaken- 
ing spirit  against  the  death 
penalty  is  moving  through  the 
religious  community." 

Jones  agreed,  arguing  that 
capital  punishment  is  "a  clear 
case  of  right  and  wrong  in  terms 
of  the  gospel  imperative  against 
taking  life." 

"Lighting  the  Torch"  cam- 
paign plans  will  involve  organ- 
izing on  the  state  and  regional 


level,  leaders  said.  Existing 
organizations  and  church 
groups  will  be  asked  to  take  the 
lead  in  those  efforts. 

Local  and  regional  events  will 
be  held  in  the  fall  and  winter  of 
1989,  building  up  to  national 
actions  during  Holy  Week  of 
1990  and  a  march  from  the 
Florida  State  Prison  in  Starke 
to  Atlanta  next  June. 

"I  hope  and  pray  that  we 
Presbyterians  can  show  some 
leadership  on  this  issue  in  our 
society  because  violence  just 
begets  more  violence,"  Jones 
said. 


Page  5,  The  Presbyterian  News,  June  1989 


Poor  children  get  medical  care,  thanks  to  churches 

For  $17  a  month,  'Caring  Program'  insures  the  non-covered 


By  Karen  Mortimer 

Imagine  that  you  wake  up  in  the 
middle  of  the  night  with  your  child 
crying  with  pain,  feverish,  obviously  in 
trouble.  The  cold  he  had  the  day  before 
has  turned  into  a  heavy,  croupy  cough. 
You  use  the  obvious  remedies,  you  walk 
the  floor  or  rock,  and  wait  for  morning 
so  you  can  have  the  child  on  the  doctor's 
doorstep  at  the  earliest  possible  time. 

But  suppose  you  could  not  take  that 
ailing  child  to  the  doctor  because  you 
had  absolutely  no  extra  money  and  no 
health  insurance.  The  frustration  and 
anger  and  pain  you  felt  would  be 
enormous. 

Two  years  ago  Presbyterians  became 
partners  with  Blue  Cross  and  Blue 
Shield  of  North  Carolina  to  begin  the 
Caring  Program  for  Children — to 
address  situations  such  as  this.  For  $17 
a  month  a  needy  child  in  North 
Carolina  can  be  assured  of  access  to 
medical  services  through  health  insu- 
rance. Such  children  have  an  advocate 
to  describe  their  unmet  health-care 
needs  to  communities  across  the  state. 

The  Caring  Program  for  Children, 


now  a  project  of  the  North  Carolina 
Council  of  Churches,  provides  partic- 
ipants with  primary  and  preventive 
health-care  services  such  as  sick-child 
care,  well-child  check-ups,  out-patient 
surgery  and  out-patient  diagnostic 
services,  emergency  medical  care,  and 
immunizations.  The  Caring  Program 
for  Children  raises  funds  to  give  the  gift 
of  a  Blue  Cross  and  Blue  Shield 
Insurance  Caring  Card  to  the  child. 

Because  eligible  children  are  not  the 
"poorest  of  the  poor"  Medicaid  is  not 
available  to  them.  Only  10  of  North 
Carolina's  100  counties  provide  com- 
prehensive diagnostic  and  primary 
health-care  services  to  poor  children. 
The  others  provide  only  preventive 
services,  such  as  immunizations  and 
well-child  check-ups.  The  vision  of  the 
Caring  Program  for  Children  is  to 
"shore-up"  economically  stressed  fam- 
ilies by  helping  them  to  provide  their 
children  with  the  most  basic  of  needs — 
regular  primary  health  care. 

Presently  229  children  participate  in 
the  program.  By  the  end  of  1989  our 
goal  is  to  raise  $204,000  so  that  1,000 
children  can  participate.  The  need  for 


regular  medical  care  is  overwhelming, 
for  according  to  a  Duke  University 
study  nearly  183,000  in  North  Carolina 
live  in  poverty,  are  not  eligible  for 
Medicaid  and  cannot  afford  private 
health  coverage,  and  thus  do  not  receive 
regular  medical  care. 

Over  125  children  are  on  the  Caring 
Program's  waiting  list  and  thousands 
more  have  yet  to  hear  about  the 
program.  Expanding  the  program  to 
help  low-income  families  learn  to  use 
physician  services  appropriately,  and 
rewarding  families  who  take  their 
children  for  scheduled  preventive 
check-ups  are  part  of  the  vision  we  have 
for  helping  low-income  families  provide 
for  their  children's  health. 

Participating  families  have  re- 
sponded with  gratitude.  For  example: 

•Three-year-old  Ruble  was  able  to 
get  the  attention  of  a  specialist  when 
he'd  previously  been  turned  away 
because  his  parents  had  no  money  to 
pay  for  the  visit. 

•Brothers  Greg  and  Keith  both 
developed  hernias  in  1988  and  needed 
surgery.  Had  the  Caring  Program  not 
covered  these  expenses,  their  mother 


would  have  been  forced  to  quit  her  job 
to  be  eligible  to  receive  Medicaid  to  pay 
over  $4,000  for  the  two  surgeries.  The 
Caring  Program  enabled  her  to  con- 
tinue her  career  and  take  care  of  her 
boys'  medical  expenses.  They  face  a 
brighter  future  because  Delores  has  the 
experience  now  to  get  a  better  job. 

The  Caring  Program  for  Children 
demonstrates  that  the  church  and 
business  can  play  a  role  in  responding 
to  one  of  society's  most  challenging 
problems — poor  children  with  unmet 
health-care  needs. 

For  more  information  call  (919)  688- 
KIDS  or  write:  Caring  Program  for 
Children,  P.O.  Box  94,  Durham,  N.C. 
27702. 

Editor's  note:  The  Synod  of  the  Mid- 
Atlantic  administers  the  Caring  Pro- 
gram for  Children's  funding  from  the 
Kate  B.  Reynolds  Health  Care  Trust 
and  the  Kathleen  Price  and  Joseph  M. 
Bryan  Family  Foundation.  The  old 
Synod  of  North  Carolina  founded  the 
program,  now  a  project  of  the  North 
Carolina  Council  of  Churches. 

Karen  Mortimer  directs  the  program. 


Evangelism  event 
draws  over  150 

Massanetta  conference  relates 
spirituality  and  evangelism 


More  than  150  people  at- 
tended the  fourth  annual  Mas- 
sanetta Springs  Evangelism 
Conference,  held  at  Union  Se- 
minary in  Richmond  May  8-11, 
and  conference  leaders  said 
more  than  half  of  those  partic- 
ipants were  layfolk  from  across 
the  Synod  of  the  Mid-Atlantic. 
The  meeting  took  place  at  the 
seminary  because  of  the  uncer- 
tainty surrounding  Massanetta 
Springs  Conference  Center  (see 
story,  page  1). 

The  conference  related  spirit- 
uality to  evangelism.  Dr.  Ben 
Johnson  and  the  Rev.  Gary 
Demarest  gave  keynote  speeches. 
Johnson  teaches  evangelism  and 
church  growth  at  Columbia 
Seminary  and  has  led  workshops 
on  evangelism  in  many  presby- 
teries and  synods;  Demarest  is 
associate  director  of  the  General 
Assembly's  Evangelism  and 
Church  Development  Unit. 

In  addition,  the  meeting  of- 


fered workshops  on  many  top- 
ics, with  the  Rev.  Robert  and 
Betty  Henderson,  Dr.  Meyers 
Hicks,  the  Rev.  James  Logan, 
and  the  Rev.  Paul  Eckel  leading 
them. 

Next  year's  Massanetta 
Springs  Evangelism  Conference 
will  take  place  May  7-10  at 
Union  Seminary;  the  tentative 
theme  is  "Evangelism  in  the 
Congregation." 

In  other  news,  the  1989  Mont- 
reat  Evangelism  Conference  will 
take  place  July  4-8  at  the  con- 
ference center  in  Montreat,  N.C. 
Its  theme  will  be  "The  Grace  of 
Openness:  Building  an  Inviting 
Church  for  the  ^Os."  Demarest 
will  give  the  keynote  speech. 

Organizers  designed  the  meet- 
ing to  enrich  participants'  under- 
standing of  Presbyterian  tradi- 
tions and  programs,  increase 
their  skills  at  sharing  their  faith, 
and  discover  ways  to  organize 
the  church  to  fulfill  opportu- 


Arc  religion,  television 
on  a  collision  course? 


Actions  to  strengthen 
small  churches  taken 


The  General  Assembly  Council 
has  adopted  a  plan  to  strengthen 
small  churches,  defined  as  250  or 
fewer  members.  A  group  known 
as  Partners  in  Small  Church 
Strategy  developed  the  plan. 

The  plan  calls  upon  presbyter- 
ies, synods,  and  the  Assembly  to 
stop  trying  to  persuade  small 
churches  to  act  like  big  ones.  The 
plan  cites  five  categories  of  work 
to  aid  small  churches. 

•Form  networks  to  increase 
communication  and  reduce  isola- 
tion. 

•Define  appropriate  roles  of 
each  governing  body  in  the 
church. 

•Help  congregations  under- 
stand and  carry  out  their  "unique 
calling  as  a  distinct  unit  of  mis- 
sion" more  effectively. 

•Stabilize  small  churches' 


leadership  by  "more  creative  ar- 
rangements" with  pastors,  strong- 
er support  by  the  denomination, 
and  better  preparation  of  pastors 
for  small  churches  by  seminaries 
and  other  governing  bodies. 

•  Help  develop  lay  leaders. 

The  Council  approved  forming 
a  team  to  coordinate  networks  of 
small  churches;  forming  an  As- 
sembly staff  team  to  review  and 
redesign  materials  for  small 
churches;  expanding  ministries  of 
"tent-makers"  (pastors  who  hold 
full-time  jobs  outside  the  church) 
and  lay  preachers;  producing 
resources  and  training  for  minor- 
ity churches;  planning  the  training 
and  placement  of  ministers;  and 
holding  a  consultation  of  semi- 
nary representatives  to  consider 
how  to  better  train  ministers  for 
small  churches. 


The  Rev.  Gary  Demarest 
speaks  at  Massanetta  evan- 
gelism conference. 

nities  for  evangelism. 

Other  leaders  include  Prof. 
Delores  Williams,  who  teaches 
theology  and  culture  at  the 
Theological  School  of  Drew 
University;  the  Rev.  Jane  Braw- 
ley  Fobel,  associate  pastor  of 
First  Church  in  Charlotte,  N.C; 
and  the  Rev.  Pat  McGeachy, 
pastor  of  Downtown  Church  in 
Nashville,  Tenn. 

The  meeting  will  offer  many 
workshops. 

For  more  information,  con- 
tact Montreat  Conference  Cen- 
ter, P.O.  Box  969,  Montreat,  N.C. 
28757  (telephone  704-669-291 1). 

Groups  getting 
church  money 
to  be  listed 

LOUISVILLE,  Ky.  —  A  list  of 
Presbyterian  Church  (U.S.A.) 
contributions  to  other  organiza- 
tions will  be  compiled  and  released 
in  October,  said  Executive  Direc- 
tor S.  David  Stoner  of  the  General 
Assembly  Council.  Stoner  told 
Paul  Scotchmer,  executive  direc- 
tor of  Presbyterians  for  Demo- 
cracy and  Religious  Freedom,  that 
research  into  financial  disclosure 
policies  of  both  former  Presbyter- 
ian denominations  indicates  that 
"full  disclosure  of  the  names  of  the 
organizations  who  receive  contri- 
butions and  grants  from  the 
General  Assembly  entities  is  a 
reasonable  expectation  of  the 
members  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church." 

Scotchmer  has  sought  such 
disclosure  since  December. 


MONTREAT,  N.C.  —  Reli- 
gion and  television  are  "on  a 
collision  course"  because  "televi- 
sion expresses  the  culture  of  our 
time,"  said  the  Rev.  William  Fore, 
a  keynote  speaker  at  the  Presb- 
yterian Communication  and  Ste- 
wardship Conference  here  April 
23-26.  Fore  is  former  assistant 
general  secretary  for  communica- 
tion for  the  National  Council  of 
Churches  and  now  communica- 
tion professor  at  Yale  Divinity 
School. 

Fore  used  his  keynote  and 
workshop  time  to  address  both  the 
electronic  church  and  the  effects 
of  television  on  society  and  life  in 
the  age  of  a  communication  re- 
volution, where  "there  is  an 


increased  dependency  on  mediat- 
ed information  from  gadgets  and 
not  people."  He  said  that  there 
should  be  a  concern  for  religion 
on  television. 

"Television  is  slowly  moving  us 
from  the  people  we  were  to  the 
people  we  are.  It  is  changing 
society  and  culture.  People  are 
finding  television,  rather  than 
church,  supports  their  beliefs  and 
lifestyle." 

Fore  added  that  it  is  not  pos- 
sible to  be  a  church  on  television 
because  there  is  no  community. 
"Churches  need  to  begin  to  raise 
the  right  questions  so  that  people 
can  ask  themselves  who  they  are 
and  what  they  can  do  in  society," 
he  said. 


"there  must  be  more  than 
1  o  commandments  ,  my  mom 
gives  me  a  new  one  ev 

DAY  .  " 
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As  word  processor,  computer 
can  revolutionize  church  work 


The  computer  can  be  a  wonderful  tool  in 
the  work  of  a  church.  My  last  column 
mentioned  several  ways  in  which  computers 
can  be  of  real  value.  The  most  important  of 
all  the  uses  for  a  computer,  in  my  opinion, 
is  word  processing.  Word  processing  turns  the 
computer  into  a  very  powerful  electronic 
memory  typewriter  which  can  revolutionize  the 
work  of  a  church  secretary  or  pastor. 

Consider  the  various  ways  in  which  you  use 
a  typewriter  now.  There  is  correspondence. 
There  is  the  weekly  worship  bulletin.  Perhaps 
a  weekly  or  monthly  newsletter.  Probably  the 
minutes  of  session,  trustees,  or  deacons.  And 
many,  many  other  items  to  type  including  those 
of  a  repetitive  nature  like  mailing  labels. 

A  computer  equipped  with  one  of  the  fine 
word-processing  programs  available  today  can 
make  these  tasks,  and  many  other  typing 
chores,  a  breeze!  Form  letters,  once  typed,  can 
be  modified  and  reprinted  quickly  and  easily. 
Mailing  lists  can  be  maintained  in  minutes, 
rather  than  hours.  The  weekly  bulletin  format 
can  be  kept  in  the  computer's  memory  and 
only  the  hymns,  Scriptures,  and  other  service 
parts  that  change  added  quickly.  Minutes  of 
meetings,  when  corrected  and  approved,  are 
quickly  transferred  to  the  permanent  record 
books.  Using  "mail-merge"  capabilities  which 
bring  names  and  address  lists  directly  into 
documents,  personalized  letters  can  be  gener- 
ated to  members  or  visitors. 

A  computer  can  transform  the  speed  with 
which  a  secretary  or  pastor  handles  correspon- 
dence, forms,  and  reports.  Even  the  church 
financial  report  can  often  be  produced  more 
quickly  using  a  word-processing  program  that 
does  math  and  totals  the  columns  of  figures 
automatically! 

One  word-processing  program  for  the  IBM 
and  compatible  computers  that  I  can  highly 
recommend  is  WordPerfect  5.0.  This  program 
is  a  best-seller,  and  with  good  reason.  Not  only 
does  it  have  almost  every  conceivable  feature 
to  manipulate  text  and  documents,  WordPer- 
fect 5.0  allows  integration  of  graphics  into  the 
text.  What  that  means  is  you  can  add  pictures 
or  diagrams  directly  into  the  document  and 
print  the  whole  thing.  We  do  our  newsletter 
this  way  —  adding  the  illustrations,  headlines, 


Computer  Corner 

By  Steven  R.  Fleming 

and  graphics  to  the  text  and  then  printing  the 
final  page  for  reproduction.  It  is  marvelous — 
and  the  graphics  capability  of  WordPerfect  5.0 
is  much  simpler  and  easier  for  most  churches 
to  use  than  the  much  more  expensive  "desktop 
publishing"  graphics  programs  on  the  market. 

WordPerfect  5.0  includes  a  superb  diction- 
ary (spell-checker)  and  thesaurus  for  use  in 
writing.  Mail-merge  capabilities  are  powerful. 
The  documentation  and  separate  tutorial 
program  (the  computer  can  teach  you  to  use 
the  program!)  are  excellent.  WordPerfect  5.0 
supports  just  about  every  printer  on  the 
market,  including  the  new  inkjet  and  laser 
printers. 

A  strength  of  WordPerfect  is  its  free 
customer  support.  If  you  have  a  problem,  a 
toll-free  phone  call  to  Utah  links  you  with 
knowledgeable  people  who  will  help  you  with 
your  problem.  There  are  also  many  reference 
books  and  add-on  programs  from  third-party 
vendors  that  enhance  WordPerfect  even  more. 

If  you  are  planning  to  purchase  a  computer 
for  your  church  and  are  looking  for  just  one 
program  with  which  to  begin  to  use  it,  I 
recommend  WordPerfect  5.0.  You  should  be 
able  to  purchase  WordPerfect  5.0  at  discount 
for  about  $250-300.  Next  time  IH  describe  a 
companion  program  called  WordPerfect 
Library  that  will  make  your  computer  an  even 
more  powerful  tool  for  churches  and  pastors 
by  adding  menus,  calendar/ appointments,  a 
simple  database,  and  file  manager  that  work 
directly  with  WordPerfect  5.0. 

Readers  may  wish  to  request  Fleming's  10- 
page  report,  Selecting  Computer  Hardware 
and  Software  for  Churches.  Send  $3  to  him 
at  65  Washington  Road,  Westminster,  Md. 
21157.  He  is  also  available  for  questions  and 
consultation  by  calling  him  at  the  church  at 
301-876-3575  Tuesday-Thursdays,  10  a,m- 
noon. 

Steven  Fleming  is  pastor  of  First  United 
Presbyterian  Church  in  Westminster,  Md. 


Yearbook  emphasizes 
China,  Appalachia 


Special  features  of  the  1990 
Mission  Yearbook  for  Prayer 
and  Study  include  an  exclusive 
interview  with  Bishop  K.H.  Ting 
of  China  and  an  introduction  of 
"New  China  Song,"  a  two-part 
Mission  Yearbook  Video  due  for 
release  in  the  fall,  and  a  full- 
color,  16-page  photo  section  on 
Appalachian  ministries.  The 
book  will  be  available  in  Octob- 
er. The  1990  theme  is  "Come  and 
See  What  God  Has  Done," 
based  on  Psalm  66:5. 

Among  other  features  are 
hymns,  prayers,  and  Minutes  for 
Mission  from  Christians  on  six 
continents;  reports  on  projects 
seeking  peace  and  justice  around 
the  world;  more  maps  to  help 
interpret  mission;  a  daily  lection- 
ary;  and  a  hymn  lectionary. 


The  Yearbook  costs  $5  per 
copy.  Discounts  are  available, 
however,  for  orders  of  quanti- 
ties, at  savings  up  to  50  percent. 
To  guarantee  availability  and 
discounts,  orders  must  be  placed 
by  July  1.  Many  presbytery 
offices  are  ordering  quantities  at 
the  discount,  so  churches  or 
individuals  may  be  able  to 
participate  in  the  discount  that 
way  (presbytery  offices  may 
have  earlier  deadlines  than  July 
1).  They  can  also  order  in 
quantities  themselves. 

To  order  or  for  more  infor- 
mation on  ordering,  contact 
Distribution  Management  Ser- 
vices, 100  Witherspoon  Street, 
Louisville,  Ky.  40202-1396  (toll- 
free  telephone  for  orders  1-800- 
524-2612). 


Survey  wins  four  awards 


WASHINGTON,  D.C.  — 
Presbyterian  Survey,  the  maga- 
zine of  the  Presbyterian  Church 
(U.S.A.),  has  received  multiple 
national  awards  for  the  third 
year  in  a  row.  On  April  19,  the 
Religious  Public  Relations 
Council  presented  four  of  its 
prestigious  "DeRose-Hinkhouse 
Memorial  Communications 
Awards"  to  the  publication.  The 
national  competition  attracted 
282  entries. 

Associate  Editor  Eva  Stimson 
won  two  writing  awards.  Her 
feature  article  "Hostage"  from 
the  April  1988  issue  received  an 
Award  of  Excellence.  She  also 
received  a  Certificate  of  Special 
Merit  for  her  October  1988  news 
story  on  Presbyterians'  reaction 
to  the  film,  The  Last  Temptation 
of  Christ. 

The  Survey's  Bicentennial 
issue  of  June  1988  won  a  Cer- 
tificate of  Special  Merit  in  the 


Magazines  and  Newspapers 
category.  That  issue  was  the 
best-selling  issue  in  the  maga- 
zine's history. 

In  the  Photography  and  Illus- 
trations category,  the  magazine 
won  a  Certificate  of  Special 
Merit  for  Joe  Dinicola's  illustra- 
tion that  accompanied  the  April 
1988  article,  "The  Truth  About 
AIDS." 

Two  other  Presbyterians  won 
awards.  S.  Nanette  Geeo  won  a 
Certificate  of  Special  Merit  in 
the  Newsletter  category  for  her 
work  as  editor  of  My  Church, 
the  newsletter  of  the  Highland 
Park  Church  in  Dallas.  Ed 
Klitsch  of  the  Tri-Synod  Media 
Mission,  based  in  the  Presbytery 
of  Philadelphia,  won  Best  of 
Class  in  the  Broadcast  category 
for  a  television  spot  entitled 
"God  Called."  The  spot  will  be 
shown  in  a  display  at  the  General 
Assembly  in  Philadelphia. 


Survey's  June  issue  reflects 
on  the  church's  past,  future 


Bicentennial  reflections  as  the 
church's  celebration  of  its  200 
years  draws  to  a  close  will 
highlight  the  June  issue  of 
Presbyterian  Survey,  the  de- 
nomination's magazine.  Five 
Presbyterians  will  discuss 
"where  we  have  been  and  where 
we  are  going,"  the  magazine  said 


Westminster-Canterbury  of  Winchesters 


Recipe  For  A  Healthy  Retirement 


Begin  with  a  generous  helping  of  friendly  people 
and  new  opportunities  to  enrich  your  retirement 
years.  Blend  in  a  beautiful  location-65  acres 
of  preserved,  natural  woodland  in  the  scenic 
Shenandoah  Valley  of  Virginia. 

Then  mix  in  a  generous  portion  of 
independence.  At  Westminster-Canterbury 
you'll  live  in  your  own  maintenance-free 
apartment  with  services  designed  to  make  sure 
you  can  enjoy  your  retirement  to  its  fullest. 
Next,  add  financial  security.  Our  one-time 
entrance  fee  and  monthly  maintenance  fees  allow  you  to 
pre-plan  your  retirement.  You  know  up  front  how  much 
it  will  cost.  What's  more,  once  a  resident,  you  are 
guaranteed  a  home  for  life. 

Top  all  of  this  with  our  long  and  short  term  health 
care.  We  provide  a  Health  Center  and  life-long  nursing 
care  on  the  premises.  Season  with  an  adjacent  town  full 
of  history  and  local  color,  a  friendly  and  active  place- 
close  enough  to  Washington  when  you  want  a  taste  of  a 
city's  fare.  Then  savor  a  retirement  done  to  perfection. 

If  you're  hungry  for  more  information  concerning 
Westminster-Canterbury  of  Winchester,  call  or  send  for 
our  color  brochure.  As  an  added  treat,  one  of  our 
favorite  apple  recipes  will  be  included  with  the  brochure 


It's  the  perfect  way  to  get  a  taste  for  retirement  living 
in  Winchester-the  Apple  Capital  of  the  world. 

Westminster-Canterbury  of  Winchester  is 
a  non-profit  community  and  was  developed 
under  guidelines  established  by  the 

Episcopal  and  Presbyterian  Churches  of 
Virginia  who  are  dedicated  to  providing 
true  Life  Care  for  older  adults  as  an 
expression  of  their  common  religious 
commitment. 


YES!  tell  me  more  about  Westminster-Canterbury 
of  Winchester's  recipe  for  a  healthy  retirement. 


Name 


Address  _ 
City  


State 


Zip  Code . 


956  Westminster-Canterbury  Drive 
Winchester,  Virginia  22601 
(703)  665-0156 
1-800-492-9463  toll  free  in  Virginia 


in  a  news  release. 

The  authors  and  their  topics 
are  James  Gittings  on  mission, 
Sara  Little  on  education,  Patri- 
cia McClurg  on  ecumenism, 
Deborah  Mullen  on  member- 
ship, and  John  Mulder  on  mean- 
ing. 

The  June  issue  will  also  in- 
clude "Prayers  for  All  Seasons," 
a  collection  of  prayers  for  staff 
meetings  by  Stated  Clerk  of  the 
General  Assembly  James  An- 
drews, which  moved  his  col- 
leagues to  persuade  him  to 
publish  them;  "John  Wanamak- 
er,  Presbyterian,"  on  one  of  the 
inventors  of  the  department 
store;  a  bicentennial  quiz;  and 
an  article  on  PresbyTel,  the  toll- 
free  information  service. 

In  other  news,  Survey's  sub- 
scription-services section  now 
has  a  toll-free  number,  1-800- 
624-2412. 

Hymnals  Needed 

Union  Church  of  Manila  in 
the  Philippines,  an  internation- 
al, interdenominational  congre- 
gation, which  has  been  minister- 
ing to  the  expatriate  community 
since  1914,  is  in  need  of  more 
copies  of  the  Presbyterian  hym- 
nal. 

Since  the  congregation  is 
growing  and  it  is  difficult  and 
expensive  for  it  to  purchase  the 
hymnal,  Union  Church  would 
appreciate  any  churches  in  the 
United  States  donating  their  old 
copies  to  it.  Any  church  inter- 
ested should  send  copies  of  the 
hymnal  to  Union  Church  of 
Manila,  Legazpi-Rodriguez, 
Legazpi  Village,  Makati  P.O. 
Box  184,  Makati,  Metro  Manila, 
Philippines. 


PEOPLE 

Presbyterian  Hunger  Pro- 
gram Committee  member  Ro- 
bert Patterson  recently  visited 
a  project  to  improve  the  agri- 
cultural productivity  of  small- 
scale  farmers  of  Santa-Chim- 
bote  in  Peru.  The  Hunger 
Program  granted  $20,000  to 
the  project.  Patterson  is  pro- 
fessor of  crop  science  at  North 
Carolina  State  University  in 
Raleigh. 

Among  directors  of  Presby- 
terians for  Renewal,  the  new 
evangelical  organization  in  the 
church  replacing  Presbyterians 
for  Biblical  Concerns  and  the 
Covenant  Fellowship  of  Pres- 
byterians, are  several  people 
from  the  Synod  of  the  Mid- 
Atlantic:  William  Brafford  of 
Charlotte,  N.C.,  Colleen  Evans 
of  Washington,  D.C.,  the  Rev. 
Robert  Henderson  of  Hender- 
sonville,  N.C.,  and  Donald 
Lemons  of  Richmond,  Va. 

Newly  named  regional  repre- 
sentative in  the  Synod  of  the 
Mid-Atlantic  for  the  Prebyter- 
ian  Foundation  is  Douglas 
Aitken  Jr. 

Queens  College  has  named 
John  Slater  director  of  com- 
munications and  public  rela- 
tions. He  is  now  an  assistant 
professor  of  communications 
at  Queens.  He  is  earning  a 
doctorate  in  mass  communica- 
tions research  at  the  University 
of  North  Carolina  at  Chapel 
Hill  and  holds  a  master's  degree 
in  journalism  from  there.  He 
directed  communications  at 
two  other  colleges,  including 
Davidson. 

Davidson  College  has  ap- 
pointed Osborne  (Toby)  Be- 
thea  as  vice-president  for  insti- 
tutional advancement.  He  will 
direct  the  college's  new  $150 
million  capital  campaign,  de- 
velopment, alumni  relations, 
college  relations,  and  informa- 
tion management,  as  well  as  the 
college's  radio  station  and 
athletic  booster  club.  Bethea 
was  vice-president  for  develop- 
ment and  alumni  affairs  at 
Tulane  University  Medical 
Center.  He  graduated  from 
Davidson  in  1963. 

The  Rev.  Robert  M.  Gwalt- 

ney  has  been  named  the  coor- 
dinator of  finance  and  budgets 
of  the  Office  of  the  General 
Assembly  Council.  He  is  cur- 
rently serving  as  interim  coor- 
dinator in  that  position.  He 
previously  served  pastorates  in 
Iowa,  Minnesota,  and  Colora- 
do. He  is  also  founder  and  chair 
of  Robb  Relocation  Managers, 
Ltd.,  which  serves  as  consul- 
tant to  companies  involved  in 
planning  and  occupying  new 
offices. 

The  Rev.  Frank  Diaz  has 

been  named  the  coordinator  of 
policies  and  special  projects  of 
the  Office  of  the  General  As- 
sembly Council.  Diaz  had  been 
a  pastor  in  Austin,  Tex.  Before 
becoming  a  minister,  he  had 
two  successful  careers  in  bus- 
iness: 13  years  with  Texas 
Instruments  as  manager  of  a 
large  department  and  then  as 
owner  and  president  of  his  own 
real-estate  management  com- 
pany. 

The  1989  winners  of  the 
Outlook  Ernest  Trice  Thomp- 
son Award  from  the  Presbyter- 
ian Outlook  Foundation  are 
Aubrey  N.  Brown  Jr.,  former 
Outlook  editor,  and  his  broth- 
er, James  S.  Brown,  Outlook 
publisher,  both  of  Richmond, 
Va.  The  award  recognizes  dis- 
tinctive service  to  the  Presby- 
terian Church  in  education, 
history,  journalism,  social  wit- 
ness, and  leadership  in  the 
church.  The  two  men  will 
receive  the  award  on  June  7  at 
the  annual  Outlook  General 
Assembly  Breakfast. 
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Rev.  Joseph  Cochran 


Former 
Albemarle 
exec  dies 

By  Marj  Carpenter 
Presbyterian  News  Service 

The  Rev.  Joseph  R.  Cochran 
Jr.,  57,  died  May  2  in  the 
Humana  Hospital  in  Corpus 
Christi,  Tex.,  following  a 
lengthy  illness.  He  served  as 
executive  of  the  old  Albemarle 
Presbytery  for  10  years,  from 
1976  to  1986. 

At  the  time  of  his  death, 
Cochran  was  presbytery  execu- 
tive of  Eastern  Oklahoma  Presb- 
ytery, based  in  Tulsa,  Ok.  He 
had  gone  with  his  wife  to  Corpus 
Christi  for  the  birth  of  his  first 
granddaughter  on  April  17.  He 
became  ill  later  that  day  with  a 
heart  condition.  He  was  already 
suffering  with  cancer. 

Cochran  came  to  Oklahoma 
from  Albemarle  Presbytery. 
Before  serving  in  the  latter,  he 
served  three  pastorates  in  Texas. 

Born  in  Fort  Worth,  Tex.,  he 
married  Mary  Jane  Neill  of 
Midland,  Tex.,  who  survives 
him.  Surviving  children  include 
a  son,  Joseph  Wesley  of  Univer- 
sity, Miss.;  and  two  daughters, 
Paula  Carter  of  Austin,  Tex., 
and  Julie  Parker  of  Corpus 
Christi.  Five  grandsons  and  the 
new  granddaughter  also  survive. 

Cochran  was  a  graduate  of 
Austin  College  and  Austin  Se- 
minary and  was  ordained  in  the 
former  West  Texas  Presbytery  in 
1956. 

Memorial  services  were  held 
at  Southminster  Church  in  Tulsa 
on  May  13.  The  family  requests 
memorials  to  Trinity  Building 
Fund  at  the  Eastern  Oklahoma 
New  Church  Development- 
Fund. 

Mary  Cochran  may  be 
reached  at  the  home  of  her 
daughter  at  1 1 8  Alta  Vista  Road, 
Corpus  Christi,  Tex.  78411. 

Who  was  that 
woman? 

A  Sunday  School  teacher  at 
First  Church  in  New  Wilming- 
ton, Pa.,  for  17  years,  Marjorie 
Dennison,  later  became  a  sub- 
stitute teacher. 

One  Sunday,  a  mother  asked 
her  little  boy  who  his  Sunday 
School  teacher  was  that  day.  He 
looked  at  her  and  said,  "I  don't 
know  for  sure,  but  it  must  have 
been  Jesus's  grandmother." 

"What  makes  you  think  that?" 
his  mother  asked. 

"Well,"  he  said,  "all  she  talked 
about  was  Jesus  —  Jesus  — 
Jesus." 

Editor's  note:  The  above  story 
appeared  in  "In  this  Corner"  by 
Marj  Carpenter  in  News  Briefs 
from  the  General  Assembly's 
Office  of  News  Services  and  is 
reprinted  with  permission.  Wil- 
liam Brockelbank  of  New  Wil- 
mington submitted  it. 


Cape  Fear  marks  its  close 
with  Dec.  worship  service 


The  30  churches  of  Cape  Fear 
Presbytery  celebrated  the  end  of 
the  102-year-old  presbytery  on 
Dec.  1 1  with  a  service  at  Hay- 
mount  Church  in  Fayetteville, 
N.C.  Cape  Fear  was  one  of  the 
presbyteries  in  the  Catawba 
Inter-Presbytery  Program  Agency 
of  the  old  Synod  of  the  Pied- 
mont. 

The  northern  part  of  Cape 
Fear  has  helped  form  New  Hope 
Presbytery,  while  the  southern 
part  helped  form  Cape  Fear 
Valley  Presbytery. 

The  Rev.  Harry  Miller,  stated 
clerk,  presided,  assisted  by  Dr. 
Gershon  FiaWoo,  moderator. 
The  combined  choirs  of  Cotton 
Memorial  Church  in  Hender- 
son, N.C,  St.  Paul  Church  in 


Louisburg,  N.C,  and  Timothy 
Darling  Church  in  Oxford, 
N.C,  provided  music,  with  Dora 
Hill  as  organist  and  Roberta 
Howell  as  director. 

The  Rev.  Lowelle  Simms, 
then  transitional  executive  direc- 
tor of  the  synod,  attended. 

The  oldest  active  pastor  in  the 
presbytery,  the  Rev.  James 
Kearney,  delivered  the  sermon. 
He  is  pastor  of  Spring  Street 
Church  in  Wake  Forest,  N.C.  He 
spoke  on  the  theme  "God  calls 
us  to  move  from  the  known  to 
the  unknown,"  using  Genesis 
12:1-2  as  his  text. 

Kearney  told  how  God  called 
Abraham  to  leave  his  own  coun- 
try, with  which  he  was  familiar, 
and  go  to  a  place  God  would 


show  him.  One  who  through 
faith  obeys  God's  command  and 
leaves  the  familiar  to  venture 
into  the  unknown  will  discover 
new  life,  new  blessings,  and  new 
promises  from  God,  he  said. 
Members  of  the  presbytery 
could  discover  new  opportuni- 
ties and  new  blessings  in  the  new 
presbyteries  they  were  entering, 
as  well  as  a  new  realization  of 
God's  mission  for  them,  he 
added. 

At  its  end,  the  presbytery's 
officers  were,  besides  Miller  and 
FiaWoo,  the  Rev.  Arnold 
Walker  Jr.,  permanent  clerk; 
Roy  Bass,  treasurer;  Roberta 
Howell,  temporary  clerk;  and 
Gertrude  Stitt  Bullock,  vice- 
moderator. 


Concern  over  adolescent  pregnancy 
leads  to  youth,  sexuality  event 


A  meeting  for  youths  around 
the  theme  "God's  Gift  of  Sex- 
uality: A  Study  for  Young  Peo- 
ple in  the  Reformed  Tradition" 
is  scheduled  for  Oct.  11-15  in 
Kansas  City.  The  General  As- 
sembly's youth  and  young  adult 
program  is  planning  the  event. 

In  part,  the  meeting  is  a 
response  to  concern  over  ado- 
lescent pregnancies. 

As  part  of  the  process  leading 
to  the  meeting,  the  youth  and 
young  adult  program  developed 


a  curriculum  centered  on  sexu- 
ality education  and  tested  it  in 
about  50  congregations.  The 
office  reports  that  responses 
from  those  congregations  have 
been  favorable. 

The  program  is  asking  each 
presbytery  to  send  at  least  two 
persons  to  the  meeting.  Partic- 
ipants will  be  trained  in  the  use 
of  the  human-sexuality  curricu- 
lum and  expected  to  return  and 
train  others. 

The  event  will  be  at  the  Air- 


port Hilton  Plaza  with  Thelma 
Adair  as  keynoter. 

The  women's  thank  offering 
will  provide  a  subsidy  for  the 
first  two  participants  from  each 
presbytery.  The  cost  is  $200, 
which  includes  a  pre-registration 
fee  of  $25  plus  transportation. 
The  cost  for  the  additional 
participants  from  each  presbyb- 
tery  is  set  at  $250.  All  fees  are 
due  from  presbyteries  by  Sept. 
10.  More  information  is  avail- 
able from  presbytery  offices. 


Mission  Court  trustees  observe  building  repairs 


The  trustees  of  Mission  Court 
met  in  Richmond,  Va.,  May  3- 
4,  for  their  annual  meeting. 
Mission  Court  comprises  three 
buildings  next  to  Union  Semi- 
nary with  apartments  that  house 
missionaries  on  home  assign- 
ment and  international  church 
leaders  studying  at  the  seminary 
or  the  Presbyterian  School  of 
Christian  Education  who  will 
return  to  their  countries  to  teach 


in  seminaries  or  take  positions 
of  leadership;  many  of  these 
latter  are  from  developing  na- 
tions. 

Women  in  a  number  of  presb- 
yteries in  the  synod  have  helped 
fund  repairs  made  to  the  build- 
ings over  the  past  two  years, 
including  new  tile  roofs  on  two 
of  them. 

Ginny  Hall,  board  president, 
led  an  evaluation  of  the  repairs. 


Dr.  T.  Hartley  Hall,  president 
of  the  seminary,  met  briefly  with 
the  board. 

A  video  that  introduces  res- 
idents of  Mission  Court  is  avail- 
able from  many  presbytery  re- 
source centers  or  from  Mission 
Court,  1206  Rennie  Ave.,  Rich- 
mond, Va.  23227. 

Women  in  this  region  have 
supported  Mission  Court  since 
the  1920s. 


Christians  plead  for 
help  in  Lebanon 

Conditions  in  Lebanon  are  the  worst  they  have  been, 
Christians  in  the  area  have  told  the  Middle  East  office 
of  the  General  Assembly's  Global  Mission  Unit,  and  they 
have  appealed  for  Presbyterians  in  the  United  States  to 
help. 

"The  war  and  civil  strife  in  Lebanon  has  left  over  two 
hundred  dead  and  750  wounded,"  said  Byron  L.  Haines 
and  Harry  Daniel  in  a  letter  in  late  April  to  synod  and 
presbytery  executives.  "These  figures  are  growing." 

The  General  Secretary  of  the  Middle  East  Council  of 
Churches,  Gabriel  Habib,  said  in  a  report  to  the  Middle 
East  office  that  from  2,000  to  3,000  shells  fall  on  Beirut 
each  night.  "Whole  families  are  living  in  shelters  or  the 
basements  of  buildings  with  minimum  food  and  fuel," 
Haines  and  Daniel  said.  "Supplies  of  both  will  run  out 
shortly. 

"Stores  in  Beirut  that  have  survived  the  bombing  are 
open  for  only  two  or  three  hours  a  day.  Schools  and 
other  public  institutions  function  inadequately,  if  at  all. 
Hospitals  are  overflowing.  There  is  a  need  for  burn 
medications,  antibiotics,  baby  food  and  milk  powder, 
blankets  and  mattresses  for  people  who  now  have  no 
homes,  and  funds  which  will  enable  relief  agencies, 
whenever  possible,  to  provide  assistance. 

"The  MECC  warehouse  in  East  Beirut  received  a  direct 
hit  resulting  in  the  destruction  of  over  70  percent  of  the 
medicine  and  food  stored  there." 

Relief  efforts  are  underway.  Haines  and  Daniel  asked 
Presbyterians  to  send  donations  payable  to  Presbyterian 
Church  (U.S.A.)  and  designated  "World  Service  — 
Lebanon  Relief  to  William  Duval,  Room  3052,  100 
Witherspoon  Street,  Louisville,  Ky.  40202-1396. 

Meanwhile,  Stated  Clerk  James  E.  Andrews  has  written 
a  letter  to  both  President  George  Bush  and  Secretary 
of  State  James  Baker  on  Lebanon,  urging  the  government 
to  work  through  diplomatic  means  for  peace,  justice,  and 
order. 


SOUND  SYSTEMS 
and 

ELECTRONIC  ORGAN 
Service 
By 

Menken  and  Associates 

New  Installations  &  Updating 
Free  Estimates 


Charlotte,  N.C. 
(704)537-1025 


Call  Toll  Free 
1-800-283-9009 


You  Haven't 
Changed 
In  Years! 

Are  they  saying  this 
about  you? 
To  find  out  more  about 
how  you  can  make  learn- 
ing, growing  and  changing 
a  lifelong  experience, 
contact  us. 

Please  send  me  more  information 
about  Montreat's  programs  and 
facilities. 


State 


Zip 


Mail  to:  Montreal  Conference  Center 
Post  Office  Box  969 
Montreat,  NC  28757 
704-669-2911 


•m 
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AMONG  THE 
PRESBYTERIES 

News  from  around  the  Synod 


Fincastlc  works  with 
Latin  American  center 


In  late  1988,  Fincastle  Presby- 
tery (to  be  part  of  the  new  Presb- 
ytery of  the  Peaks)  finished  the 
first  five  years  of  a  partnership 
with  the  Latin  American  Evangel- 
ical Center  for  Pastoral  Studies 
(known  as  CELEP)  in  San  Jose, 
Costa  Rica.  The  partnership  arose 
from  a  study  by  the  presbytery's 
Hunger  Task  Force  in  1 98 1 ,  which 
cited  the  need  for  more  under- 
standing between  peoples  of  dif- 
ferent regions  in  the  world. 

Under  the  program,  Fincastle 
and  CELEP  exchange  people  who 
study,  observe,  and  participate  in 
the  ministry  of  churches  in  the 
other  region.  The  two  partners 
hope  face-to-face  meetings  will 
help  people  from  the  regions  know 
each  other  and  their  hopes  and 
struggles,  and  how  they  are  united 
by  their  Christianity. 

CELEP  is  a  study  center  that 
offers  informal  biblical  and  theo- 
logical education  to  people  in 
Latin  America,  particularly  the 
poor  in  Mexico,  Central  America, 


Peru,  and  southern  Brazil. 

During  the  five  years,  about  50 
people  have  taken  part  in  travel- 
study  seminars.  Some  of  the 
results  are: 

•  People  from  the  partnership 
wrote  a  12-week  study  on  Central 
America  for  adults,  which  the 
Presbyterian  Peacemaking  Pro- 
gram distributed  throughout  the 
country  and  which  is  now  in  its 
third  printing; 

•  A  student  member  of  the 
Bible  Church  of  San  Jose  served 
as  a  counselor  at  Camp  Fincastle 
and  later  received  a  scholarship  to 
study  at  the  College  of  the  Ozarks, 
a  Presbyterian  school  in  Arkansas; 

•  Ecumenical  campus  minis- 
tries in  Virginia  became  involved; 

•  Fincastle  Presbyterians  par- 
ticipated in  programs  in  Central 
America  in  pastoral  care,  biblical 
training,  and  basic  agriculture  for 
widows  and  orphans,  and  at  a 
nutrition  center  that  helps  severely 
malnourished  children  and  edu- 
cates their  mothers. 


Church's  series  probes 
peace  in  Middle  East 


Peace  in  the  Middle  East  was 
the  focus  of  an  annual  series  held 
at  First  Church  in  Martinsville, 
Va.,  now  in  Blue  Ridge  Presbytery 
and  soon  to  be  in  the  new  Presb- 
ytery of  the  Peaks.  A  Palestinian 
Christian  who  is  now  a  Presby- 
terian minister  in  the  United 
States  spoke  at  the  three-day  Mid- 
Winter  Connections  held  in  Feb- 
ruary. 

Dr.  Fahed  Abul  Akel  spoke  on 
the  theme  "Peace  is  Possible  in  the 
Middle  East."  A  native  of  Kuffer- 
Yussif,  Galilee,  and  the  son  of 
Chrisian  Arab  parents,  Akel  is 
associate  pastor  of  First  Church 
in  Atlanta.  He  studied  in  the 
United  States  and  is  an  authority 
on  the  Middle  East  and  the  role 
of  the  Arab  church  in  the  region. 

Among  his  topics  were  varied 
ones  on  potential  peace,  the  role 
of  the  Presbyterian  Church  in 


ministry  and  relations  to  Christian 
churches  in  the  area,  the  history 
of  the  Arab  church,  Palestinian- 
Israeli  relations,  and  the  interac- 
tion of  Christianity,  Islam,  and 
Judaism  in  the  Middle  East. 

The  Martinsville  church  started 
the  winter  series  10  years  ago  to 
raise  spiritual  energy  and  as  an 
alternative  to  less  successful 
summer  events.  Since  the  first  one, 
the  series  has  included  such  topics 
as  arts  in  the  church  and  marriage 
and  family  enrichment. 

This  year's  series  drew  wides- 
pread interest  from  the  commun- 
ity as  a  whole. 

For  information  on  any  mate- 
rials resulting  from  the  series, 
contact  the  associate  pastor  of 
First  Church,  the  Rev.  Sel  Harris, 
at  1901  Patrick  Henry  Avenue, 
Martinsville,  Va.  24112. 


Garvin  elected  Salem  associate 


Willie  Delia  Garvin  was  un- 
animously elected  presbytery  as- 
sociate for  finance  and  business 
affairs  and  treasurer  of  Salem 
Presbytery  at  its  meeting  on  April 
7.  She  began  her  duties  on  May 
15. 

Garvin  is  a  graduate  of  Barber- 

Scotio  College  and  has  taken 


continuing-education  courses  in 
management.  She  has  spent  her 
vocational  life  in  the  employment 
of  the  Catawba  Inter-Presbytery 
Program  Agency.  Prior  to  1981 
she  served  as  secretary  and  admi- 
nistrative assistant  of  the  Agency. 
In  1981  she  became  the  associate 
for  administration  of  the  Agency. 


Shalom  House:  a  residence 
for  students  of  healing  arts 


Shalom  House  in  Washington  will  form  a  community  for  graduate  students  in  the  healing 
professions.  Shown  are  Bernie  Brown  of  the  House's  committee  and  the  Rev.  Elayne  Hyman 
of  Health  Ministries. 


Healing  from  a  Christian 
perspective  will  receive  emphasis 
in  a  new  project  of  National 
Capital  Presbytery's  Health 
Ministries.  Shalom  House  will 
open  in  the  fall  as  a  Christian 
residence  for  graduate  students 
studying  for  careers  in  medicine, 
nursing,  social  work,  and  other 
health-related  fields,  including 
theology. 

Sharing  the  campus  of  Na- 
tional Presbyterian  Church  on 
Van  Ness  Street,  off  Nebraska 
Avenue  in  northwest  Washing- 
ton, D.C.,  within  walking  dis- 
tance of  a  Metro  subway  station, 
Shalom  House  will  offer  a  home- 
like atmosphere,  for  reasonable 
rates,  and  a  sense  of  community; 
it  will  nurture  an  interdiscipli- 
nary, ecumenical,  and  interracial 
environment. 

Health  Ministries  is  an  ecu- 
menical ministry  operating  un- 
der National  Capital  Presbytery 
and  carrying  out  church-based 


Charlotte  elects 
new  exec 

Charlotte  Presbytery  has 
elected  the  Rev.  H.  Alan  El- 
more as  its  executive.  The 
presbytery  came  into  existence 
in  January.  It  elected  Elmore 
at  a  meeting  on  May  16. 

Elmore,  50,  is  pastor  of  First 
Church  in  Greenwood,  S.C.  He 
will  begin  his  duties  in  Char- 
lotte Presbytery  on  Aug.  1 . 

At  that  point,  Interim  Exec- 
utive Robert  James  will  work 
as  a  consultant  through  Jan.  1; 
he  is  expected  to  retire  next 
year.  James  was  executive  of 
Mecklenburg  Presbytery,  one 
of  the  forerunners  of  Charlotte 
Presbytery. 

Churches  from  Catawba 
Presbytery  also  helped  form 
Charlotte,  along  with  some 
from  Concord  and  Fayetteville 
Presbyteries. 

Elmore  is  a  native  of  Char- 
lotte. He  graduated  from  Clem- 
son  University  in  1960  with  a 
degree  in  industrial  engineer- 
ing. He  attended  Columbia 
Seminary  from  1966  to  1969, 
earning  a  master  of  divinity 
degree,  and  earned  a  doctorate 
in  ministry  from  McCormick 
Seminary  in  1977.  He  served 
previously  in  churches  in 
Greenville,  S.C,  and  Kings- 
port,  Tenn. 

With  Elmore's  election,  all 
the  new  presbyteries  in  North 
Carolina  now  have  executives. 


programs,  along  with  other 
agencies,  working  with  doctors 
and  nurses,  ministers,  social 
workers,  and  teachers  to  "imple- 
ment Christ's  command  to  heal 
and  to  carry  forth  the  church's 
historic  commitment  to  our  total 
well-being."  Health  Ministries 
operates  such  programs  as  ad- 
dressing stress  in  adolescents, 
ministry  with  disabled  people, 
and  working  against  drug  abuse, 
as  well  as  others. 

Residents  of  Shalom  House 
will  live,  study,  serve,  and  grow 
in  community  with  others  ded- 
icated to  healing  professions. 
They  will  share  household  main- 
tenance, one  common  meal  each 
week,  and  worship;  they  will  also 
take  part  in  a  weekly  seminar  on 
integrated  health  care,  and  a 
health  project  in  the  community. 

A  part-time  resident  director 
and  occasional  visiting  scholars 
will  support  and  help  give  focus 


to  the  residents. 

Health  Ministries  said  in  a 
news  release  that  Shalom  House 
seeks  residents  with  "clarity 
about  their  individual  identities 
coupled  with  openness  to  others 
from  different  backgrounds  and 
perspectives."  Previous  expe- 
rience in  multicultural  living 
would  be  an  asset,  the  release 
said. 

Shalom  House  wants  students 
"who  have  a  vision  for  bringing 
wholeness  and  health  to  persons 
living  in  a  complex  and  frag- 
menting society,"  the  release 
added. 

More  information  on  Shalom 
House  is  available  from  the  Rev. 
Elayne  Hyman,  program  asso- 
ciate, or  Dr.  Abigail  Rian  Evans, 
director,  National  Capital 
Presbytery  Health  Ministries, 
16th  and  Kennedy  Streets, 
N.W.,  Washington,  D.C.  20011 
(telephone  202-723-8260). 


Va.  church  takes  its 
mission  overseas 
through  4  projects 


A  church  in  Virginia  takes  its 
mission  overseas.  Westminster 
Church  in  Alexandria,  Va.,  in 
National  Capital  Presbytery,  partic- 
ipates in  four  international  mission 
projects. 

The  church  fully  funded  construc- 
tion of  a  Presbyterian  church  and 
on-site  manse  in  Kinshasa,  Zaire, 
thereby  enabling  the  church  to  have 
a  full-time  pastor,  a  rare  condition 
for  Protestant  churches  in  Africa. 
Many  Protestant  pastors  teach  at 
schools  or  hold  some  other  job  and 
only  work  at  the  church  for  Sunday 
services. 

The  congregation  in  Kinshasa 
dedicated  its  new  church  on  Feb.  19; 
attending  the  ceremony  were  the 
moderator  of  the  Presbytery  of 
Kinshasa  and  two  members  of 
Westminster's  International  Mis- 
sion Committee,  Henri  Rush,  chair, 
and  Russell  Smith. 

Also  in  Zaire,  Westminister 
Church  has  created  a  book  fund  for 
the  country's  only  Presbyterian 
seminary,  to  underwrite  part  of  the 
cost  of  textbooks  for  students.  The 
fund  honors  the  memory  of 
Plummer  Smith,  a  Presbyterian 
missionary  in  Zaire  from  1908  to 
1952  and  the  father  of  Russell 
Smith. 

For  two  weeks  in  May,  Westmins- 
ter's associate  pastor,  the  Rev.  Chris 


Looker,  videotaped  a  documentary 
in  Northern  Ireland,  entitled  The 
Northern  Ireland  Situation.  Looker 
spent  a  year  serving  in  a  Presbyter- 
ian church  in  Northern  Ireland, 
1986-87. 

In  his  documentary,  he  inter- 
viewed church  leaders  from  the 
Presbyterian  Church  in  Ireland,  the 
Catholic  Church,  and  the  Church  of 
Ireland;  he  also  interviewed  politi- 
cians and  business  executives.  In 
addition,  he  taped  a  special  video 
on  restoring  the  Old  Presbyterian 
Meeting  House  in  Ramelton,  in 
County  Donegal.  The  Rev.  Francis 
Makemie  served  as  pastor  here  until 
he  left  for  America  in  the  late  17th 
century.  He  became  one  of  the 
principal  founders  of  American 
Presbyterianism,  organizing 
churches  in  Virginia  and  Maryland. 

Westminster's  senior-high  fellow- 
ship will  go  to  Woburn  Lawn, 
Jamaica,  June  26-July  6,  to  help 
clean  up  and  repair  damage  from 
Hurricane  Gilbert.  They  will  paint 
and  repair  the  village's  preschool, 
supply  books  for  the  village's  first 
library,  and  participate  in  worship 
services  and  evening  meetings  on 
Sundays  to  share  their  faith  with 
villagers. 

The  Rev.  George  Pera  is  pastor 
of  Westminster  Church. 
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Day  care  awareness  week  set 


The  Iredell  County  Day  Care 
Association  (ICDCA)  is  spon- 
soring the  week  of  June  19  as 
Iredell  County  Day  Care  Aware- 
ness Week. 

The  ICDCA,  whose  member- 
ship consists  of  area  day-care 
professionals,  plans  to  use  this 
week  to  inform  the  general 
public  of  the  importance,  needs, 
and  costs  of  having  quality  day 
care  in  Iredell  County. 

Fran  Oliver,  director  of  the 
Family  and  Child  Development 
Center  (FCDC),  and  Kim  Mit- 
cham,  secretary,  are  both 
members  of  the  ICDCA's  go- 
verning committee.  They,  along 
with  the  other  members  of  the 
committee,  have  worked  hard  to 
put  the  events  for  this  week 
together. 

The  mayors  from  Statesville 
and  Mooresville,  N.C.,  will  be 
at  the  FCDC  at  10:30  a.m.  on 
June  9,  to  sign  proclamations 
declaring  June  19-24  Day  Care 
Awareness  Week.  The  week  will 


be  promoted  in  area  newspapers 
and  on  local  radio  stations.  Area 
centers  will  have  a  display  at 
Signal  Hill  Mall  in  Statesville 
June  19-23  featuring  children's 
art  work,  posters,  and  brochures 
describing  the  services  offered  at 
the  centers. 

On  June  20,  from  7:30  to  9:30 
p.m.,  there  will  be  a  Motivation- 
al Seminar  for  Day  Care  Pro- 
fessionals at  the  Interfaith  Youth 
Academy  on  Western  Avenue  in 
Statesville.  A  day-care  vendors 
display  will  also  be  held  at  the 
Youth  Academy  on  June  23 
from  6  to  8  p.m.  A  reception  will 
follow  for  local  business  leaders. 

To  top  off  the  week  a  Family 
and  Children's  Festival  will  be 
held  on  Saturday  the  24th  from 
10  a.m.  to  noon,  at  Lakewood 
Park  in  Statesville.  McGruff  the 
Crime  Dog,  Sparky  the  Fire 
Dog,  and  the  Domino's  Pizza 
"Noid"  will  be  some  of  the  sights 
for  everyone  to  see. 

Several  dignitaries  have  been 


invited  to  attend  the  event 
including  Vice-President  Dan 
Quayle.  Kim  wrote  to  Vice- 
President  Quayle  requesting  his 
presence  at  one  of  the  functions 
scheduled  for  that  week.  She 
received  a  phone  call  from 
Quayle's  scheduling  secretary 
stating  that  Quayle  would  not  be 
able  to  attend,  but  would  send 
a  signed  letter  commending  the 
ICDCA  for  its  good  work  in  the 
day-care  field. 

Also  invited  are  North  Carol- 
ina Congressman  Alex  McMill- 
an, State  Representative  Lois 
Walker,  Senator  Jesse  Helms, 
State  Representative  Robert 
Brawley,  Senator  Terry  San- 
ford,  and  Governor  James  Mar- 
tin. So  far  Robert  Brawley  has 
accepted  the  invitation. 

More  information  about  Day 
Care  Awareness  Week  may  be 
obtained  by  calling  Kim  or  Fran 
at  (704)  878-2756,  Monday- 
Friday  between  10  a.m.  and  4 
p.m. 


New  video  simplifies  part  of  orientation 
for  new  Adolescent  Center  employees 


It  takes  years  of  training  to 
learn  how  to  help  troubled 
children  and  families.  Many 
staff  members  at  Barium  Springs 
have  had  years  of  training  before 
they  come  here;  usually  two  to 
four  years  of  college  and  work 
experience  in  the  child-care  field. 
But  once  they  are  hired,  they  still 
have  many  hours  of  training  to 
go.  An  extensive  orientation 
period  is  needed  for  them  to  fully 
understand  their  responsibilities 
and  their  position  in  the  total 
agency. 

This  period  varies  from  pro- 
gram to  program  but  its  focus 
is  the  same:  to  see  that  each  new 
staff  member  is  equipped  with 
the  knowledge  of  the  policies 
and  procedures  of  each  depart- 
ment in  his  or  her  program  and 
of  the  agency. 

Another  function  of  the  orien- 
tation period  is  to  help  new  staff 
understand  the  purpose  of  the 
agency  as  a  whole  and  the 
purpose  of  each  individual  pro- 
gram. The  Adolescent  Center 
has  produced  a  training  video 
for  its  new  staff  which  will 


Steve  Galloway,  new  resi- 
dential counselor  at  Caldwell 
Cottage,  watches  the  train- 
ing video. 

make  this  part  of  the  orientation 
faster  and  easier.  The  video 
introduces  a  variety  of  the  85 
staff  members  from  the  three 
programs  and  the  administra- 
tion office,  each  giving  a  brief 
description  of  responsibilities. 

Seeing  directors  and  em- 
ployees from  the  other  programs 
on  videotape  describing  their 
jobs  and  the  purpose  of  their 
programs  helps  a  new  employee 


Pre-Adolescent  Center  Director  Miriam  Johnson  recently 
took  two  weeks  of  her  vacation  to  accompany  a  group  from 
her  church  to  Puerto  Rico  where  they  re-roofed  a  church 
and  fellowship  hall.  Miriam's  spirit  of  caring  for  others  is 
obvious  at  work  and  "play." 


remember  those  purposes.  Also, 
seeing  and  hearing  what  admi- 
nistrative employees  do  gives  a 
new  employee  a  better  under- 
standing of  what  the  agency  as 
a  whole  is  striving  to  accomplish 
and  how  it  is  going  about  it. 

The  video  gives  a  lot  of  in- 
formation to  new  employees  in 
a  shorter  amount  of  time  than 
it  has  taken  in  the  past.  This  will 
allow  more  time  for  child-related 
training  during  orientation  and 
even  better  prepare  a  new  em- 
ployee to  help  the  troubled 
children  and  families  in  our  care. 

100  participate 
in  conference 

Approximately  100  day-care 
professionals  from  five  counties 
attended  the  Iredell  County  Day 
Care  Association's  (ICDCA) 
Spring  Conference  on  April  29 
at  the  Family  and  Child  Devel- 
opment Center  (FCDC),  one  of 
three  programs  of  Barium 
Springs  Home  for  Children. 

Participants  from  Mecklen- 
burg, Catawba,  Wilkes,  Alex- 
ander, and  Iredell  Counties  each 
attended  one  of  four  sessions 
offered  at  the  conference,  which 
began  at  8  a.m.  and  ended  at 
12:30  p.m. 

Sessions  offered  were:  art 
activities  for  the  pre-schooler; 
enriching  dramatic  play;  creative 
block  play;  and  developing  a 
resource  book  for  activity  cen- 
ters. 

Four  staff  members  from  the 
FCDC  were  members  of  the 
conference  planning  committee, 
and  three  staff  members  were 
trainers  at  the  conference. 

Barium  Springs  Home  for 
Children  is  proud  of  the  FCDC's 
involvement  with  this  worth- 
while association  and  commends 
it  for  its  dedicated  work  in  the 
field  of  child  care. 


...Or 
So  It 
Seems 


At  its  regular  spring  meeting, 
the  Board  of  Regents  approved 
changes  in  our  corporate  charter 
to  align  the  Home  with  the 
Synod  of  the  Mid-Atlantic. 
Already,  we  are  meeting  new 
friends  from  outside  the  bounds 
of  the  old  Synod  of  North 
Carolina.  We  look  forward  to 
working  closely  with  synod's 
Committee  on  Institutions  and 
our  colleagues  in  other  agencies 
within  synod. 

Together,  we  can  provide  a 
range  of  services  for  needy 


Earle  Frazier,  ACSW 
Executive  Director 

children  and  families.  Together, 
we  can  demonstrate  the  Good 
News  our  churches  proclaim. 
Together,  we  can  strengthen  and 
expand  this  particular  ministry 
of  the  Synod  of  the  Mid-Atlan- 
tic. Together,  we  can  encourage 
other  ministries  of  our  Church. 

If  we  do  these  much-needed 
and  worthwhile  things,  we  will 
do  them  together. 


"HUB"  IS  COMPLETED 
The  remodeling  of  the  "Hub"  recreation  area  in  the  basement 
of  the  gym  has  been  completed.  Children  and  staff  from  the 
three  programs  have  already  been  enjoying  the  new  video 
and  table  games,  and  will  soon  be  using  the  exercise  room 
as  well. 

Mary  McClure  dies  at  77 


Mrs.  Mary  McGehee  McClure, 
77,  wife  of  the  late  superintendent 
of  Barium  Springs  Home  for  Child- 
ren, the  Rev.  Albert  Bonner 
McClure,  died  on  April  23  in 
Statesville,  N.C.,  where  she  resided. 

Born  in  Live  Oak,  Fla.,  Mrs. 
McClure  was  educated  in  schools  in 
Georgia.  It  was  there  that  she  met 
and  married  McClure  in  1935.  He 
was  superintendent  of  Barium 
Springs  Home  for  Children  from 
1950  to  1966,  and  preceded  her  in 
death  on  October  28,  1972. 


Mrs.  McClure  was  an  elder  at 
Forest  Park  Presbyterian  Church 
and  she  served  on  the  Barium 
Springs  Home  for  Children  Centen- 
nial Planning  Committee. 

She  is  survived  by  a  son,  Albert 
B.  McClure  of  Macon,  Ga.;  three 
.daughters,  Mrs.  Mary  M.  Garcia  of 
San  Antonio,  Tex.,  Miss  Beverly 
Kate  McClure  of  Statesville,  and 
Mrs.  Emily  M.  Ballard  of  Beaver- 
creek,  Ohio;  and  seven  grandchild- 
ren. 


In  Memory  —  In  Honor 

Barium  Springs  Home  for  Children 


Donor  

Address 


IN  MEMORY 

My  gift  of  S  

I  wish  to  C  Honor 


IN  HONOR 

 is  enclosed. 

Remember 


Name  of 

Honoree  or  Deceased 
Address  


On  the  occasion  of   

Date  of  death  if  applicable 

Survivor  to  notify   

Address  


Relationship  of  survivor  to  honoree 
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Three  seminaries  to  join  in 
emphasis  on  evangelism 


Three  Presbyterian  seminary 
presidents  have  joined  hands  in 
an  unprecedented  effort  to  focus 
attention  on  a  top  priority  of  the 
Presbyterian  Church — evange- 
lism. Seminary  presidents  T. 
Hartley  Hall  IV  of  Union  Theo- 
logical Seminary  in  Virginia 
(UTS),  Thomas  W.  Gillespie  of 
Princeton  Theological  Seminary 
(PTS),  and  Douglas  W.  Olden- 
burg of  Columbia  Theological 
Seminary  (CTS)  have  an- 
nounced plans  to  sponsor  a 
"Theological  Symposium  on 
Evangelism"  to  be  held  October 
23-26  at  Covenant  Church  in 
Charlotte,  N.C. 

Funded  by  The  Outreach 
Foundation,  this  cooperative 
effort  hopes  to  focus  the  best 
minds  of  the  church  on  the  task 
of  evangelism  amid  the  challenge 
of  the  late  20th  century. 

The  presidents  describe  the 
four-day  symposium  as  "an 
occasion  for  serious  theological 
reflection  on  the  task  of  evan- 
gelism." They  see  it  as  a  new  way 
to  offer  their  institutions  in 
addressing  issues  that  influence 
the  life  of  the  church. 

The  three  seminaries  are  pool- 
ing their  resources  by  providing 
outstanding  faculty  lecturers. 
Gillespie  will  introduce  the 
issues  and  challenges  of  evange- 
lism today.  Other  faculty  speak- 
ers include  Walter  Bruegge- 
mann,  Beverly  R.  Gaventa,  and 
Shirley  C.  Guthrie  from  Colum- 
bia; Diogenes  Allen,  Thomas  G. 
Long,  and  E.  David  Willis- 
Watkins  from  Princeton;  and 
Paul  J.  Achtemeier,  Charles  E. 
Brown,  and  Richard  R.  Osmer 
from  Union. 

Topics  will  cover  four  major 
themes:  the  historical  and  cul- 
tural setting  for  evangelism,  the 
biblical  foundations  for  evange- 
lism, the  theological  framework 
for  evangelism,  and  the  church's 
ministry  of  evangelism.  In  addi- 
tion, alumni  from  the  three 
institutions  will  present  their 
perspectives  on  evangelism, 
concentrating  on  their  expertise 
in  liturgy,  worship,  new  member 
outreach  and  assimilation,  and 
urban  evangelism. 

Each  main  lecture  will  be 
followed  by  a  period  of  reflec- 
tion, and  the  symposium  will 
conclude  with  small-group  dis- 
cussions and  conclusions  from 
the  three  presidents. 

Leading  worship  will  be  Hall 
and  Leonora  Tubbs  Tisdale 
from  Union  Seminary  and  Ol- 
denburg from  Columbia.  Choirs 
from  Johnson  C.  Smith  Univer- 
sity, Myers  Park  Church,  and 


Covenant  Church  are  scheduled 
to  add  their  musical  talents  to 
the  worship  services. 

In  a  further  spirit  of  cooper- 
ation, seminary  staffs  from  each 
of  the  institutions  are  offering 
support  to  the  project.  Lectures 
will  be  videotaped  by  Union 
Seminary  and  published  by 
Columbia  Seminary.  Local  ar- 
rangements will  be  handled  by 
the  Outreach  Foundation,  a 
Charlotte-based  arm  of  the 
Presbyterian  Church  (U.S.A.). 

Hall  sees  the  importance  of 
the  symposium  as  marked  by 
three  characteristics.  "First  of 
all,  the  topic  itself  is  of  vital 
importance,"  he  said.  "Evange- 
lism involves  the  eternal  transac- 
tion between  the  divine  and  the 
human  spirit.  It  has  more  trans- 
cendent dimensions  than  many 
other  aspects  of  church  life. 

"In  addition,  the  church  has 
identified  evangelism  as  an  area 
of  deep  concern.  And  finally,  the 
seminaries  are  drawing  on  their 
resources  in  a  cooperative  way 
in  response  to  the  church's  call." 

The  joint  nature  of  this  ven- 
ture on  the  part  of  the  seminaries 
is  significant.  As  the  theological 
centers  of  the  church,  they  have 
traditionally  equipped  men  and 
women  for  Christian  service  in 
the  church.  Now  they  hope  to 
influence  the  church  more  di- 
rectly by  sharing  their  resources 
with  a  broader  constituency, 
seeking  to  equip  both  the  clergy 
and  laity  for  involvement  in 
evangelism  in  the  local  church. 

Hall  commented  on  the  pos- 
sible results  of  the  symposium: 
"Whether  it  will  be  important 
over  the  long  term  depends  on 
the  folk  who  leave  the  sympo- 
sium with  deepened  resolve, 
more  understanding,  and  a 
firmer  commitment  to  the  task 
of  evangelism." 

Hall  said  the  idea  for  the 
symposium  arose  during  a  cam- 
pus visit  of  David  Jenkins,  a 
1957  graduate  of  Union  Semi- 
nary. Together  they  recognized 
that  Union  Seminary  could 
provide  the  biblical,  confession- 
al, theological,  and  historical 
resources  of  the  church  as  a  basis 
for  theological  discussion  and 
reflection  about  evangelism. 

With  the  assurance  of  funding 
from  the  Outreach  Foundation, 
Hall  extended  an  invitation  to 
the  presidents  of  Princeton  and 
Columbia,  whose  enthusiastic 
response  set  the  wheels  in  mo- 
tion, and  the  concept  of  a  joint 
symposium  on  the  study  of 
evangelism  became  a  reality. 


Sara  Little  retires 


Sara  P.  Little,  professor  of 
Christian  education  at  Union 
Theological  Seminary  in  Virgi- 
nia, retired  in  May  after  15  years 
of  teaching  in  the  seminary's 
pastoral  department.  A  well- 
known  Christian  educator,  Lit- 
tle also  has  taught  for  25  years 
at  the  neighboring  Presbyterian 
ol  of  Christian  Fducation. 

"Throughout  the    '^r«.'  she 


has  gained  the  respect  and 
admiration  of  countless  stu- 
dents, friends,  and  colleagues  in 
academic  circles  and  throughout 
the  church,"  said  a  seminary 
official. 

Friends  and  colleagues  who 
wish  to  may  write  to  Little  at 
the  seminary  address,  3401 
Brook  Road,  Richmond,  Va. 
23227. 


Jenkins  serves  as  executive 
director  of  the  Outreach  Foun- 
dation, a  Presbyterian  founda- 
tion whose  primary  interest  is  in 
strengthening  church  growth  by 
encouraging  programs  of  evan- 
gelism in  the  United  States  and 
abroad.  He  believes  this  sympo- 
sium to  be  "the  high-water  mark 
for  this  generation,"  noting  that 
the  importance  of  the  event  is 
underscored  by  the  sponsorship 
of  three  of  the  denomination's 
major  seminaries. 

The  Theological  Symposium 
on  Evangelism  hopes  to  address 
issues  of  evangelism  with  key  lay 
persons  and  pastors  of  churches, 
synod  and  presbytery  execu- 
tives, and  representatives  of  the 
church  at  large.  For  further 
information  about  the  symposi- 
um, contact  David  Jenkins,  the 
Outreach  Foundation,  P.O.  Box 
221095,  Charlotte,  N.C.  28222. 

Construction 
proceeds  on 
synod  offices 

A  late  snowfall  failed  to 
hamper  progess  on  construc- 
tion of  the  synod's  new  quar- 
ters adjacent  to  Union  Semi- 
nary's campus:  it  merely 
caused  workers  to  move  in- 
doors to  begin  interior  ren- 
ovation. A  kitchen  in  the  rear 
of  the  existing  structure  has 
been  razed  and  interior  walls 
removed  or  reinforced. 


Husband  and  wife  to 
share  faculty  position 

A  'first'  for  Union  Seminary 


In  May,  Ernest  and  Carol 
Hess  were  called  by  Union 
Seminary's  Board  of  Trustees  to 
share  a  faculty  position  in  pas- 
toral leadership  and  education, 
thus  making  them  the  first 
couple  to  share  a  single  position 
on  Union's  faculty.  They  will 
assume  their  duties  in  the  fall. 

Carol  Hess  has  concentrated 
her  education  in  Christian  edu- 
cation for  both  master's  and 
Ph.D.  degrees  at  Princeton 
Theological  Seminary,  where 
she  currently  shares  a  post  as 
visiting  lecturer  with  her  hus- 
band Ernest  in  "Teaching  the 
Bible  to  Adults."  Mrs.  Hess  has 
worked  with  five  congregations 
as  pastor  and  administrator  of 
Christian-education  programs 
—  writing  curricula,  training 
teachers,  and  working  with 


youths,  adults,  and  family-life 
programs. 

Ernest  Hess  received  the  mas- 
ter of  divinity  degree  in  biblical 
studies  from  Princeton  Semi- 
nary. His  Ph.D.  dissertation 
centers  on  the  field  of  Christian 
education  and  New  Testament 
studies.  While  at  Princeton,  he 
has  taught  courses  in  education- 
al ministry,  Bible,  and  New 
Testament.  Hess  has  served 
churches  as  minister  of  youth 
and  family  life  and  has  planned 
and  led  programs  for  teens, 
college  students,  and  adults. 

"This  new  appointment  serves 
to  undergird  Union  Seminary's 
ongoing  commitment  to  prepar- 
ing pastoral  leaders  for  educa- 
tional ministry  in  the  life  of  the 
church,"  a  seminary  official  said. 


A  silent  bulldozer  rests 
after  clearing  land  and  dig- 
ging footings.  The  skeletal 
framework  of  the  building's 
new  annex  now  rises  over 
freshly  poured  foundations, 
heralding  the  light  and  sun- 
shine its  large  windows  will 
provide.  Look  for  future  no- 
tices on  construction  pro- 
gress. 


Tie  that  binds: 
churches,  UTS 

Does  your  church  have  a 
special  connection  or  relation- 
ship with  Union  Seminary? 
Through  the  years,  the  seminary 
has  developed  ties  with  many 
churches  in  the  Synod  of  the 
Mid-Atlantic.  Some  churches 
remind  us  of  their  long  history 
of  supply  ministers  from  UTS; 
others  have  sent  numerous  can- 
didates to  Union  Seminary  for 
ministerial  training. 

If  your  congregation  has  a 
unique  association  with  the 
seminary  which  you  would  like 
to  share  with  us,  please  write  to 
Editor  Marty  Torkington,  3401 
Brook  Rd.,  Richmond,  Va. 
23227. 


Skidmore  elected  to  top 
student  government  post 


Eric  M.  Skidmore,  a 
third-level  student  at  Union 
Theological  Seminary  in 
Virginia,  has  been  elected 
president  of  the  Student 
Government  Association 
for  the  1989-90  academic 
year. 

Skidmore  received  a 
bachelor's  degree  in  religion 
from  the  University  of 
North  Carolina  at  Chapel 
Hill  and  served  two  years  in 
the  Washington,  D.C.,  of- 


fice of  the  Boy  Scouts  of 
America  as  a  district  direc- 
tor. He  has  spent  the  past 
year  as  intern  minister  at 
First  Presbyterian  Church 
in  Huntington,  W.V.,  where 
he  joins  his  wife,  the  former 
S.  Ellen  Fowler  of  Taylors, 
N.C,  a  1987  graduate  of 
Union  Seminary. 

Skidmore  is  the  son  of 
Jean  and  James  M.  Skid- 
more Jr.  of  Montreat,  N.C. 


Hope:  Summer  Bible  Studies 
Lesson  2,  July: 

Hope  for  Hopeful  People  Today 

Circle  Bible  Leaders  Study  Guide 
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By  Carol  T.  (Pinky)  Bender 

Last  month  the  "summer  lessons"  for 
Circle  Bible  moderators  began  with  a 
study  of  hope  from  two  of  the  major 
prophets,  Jeremiah  and  Ezekiel.  The 
focus  was  on  hope  as  the  new  covenant 
and  a  new  heart  and  spirit.  This  month 
passages  from  the  minor  prophets  will 
turn  up  some  interesting  and,  of  course, 
hopeful  things  for  our  study! 

Several  years  ago,  the  Women  of  the 
Church  and  the  United  Presbyterian 
Women  studied  Ruth  Borger-Sasser's 
book  on  the  minor  prophets.  For  nine 
months  we  studied  themes  of  judgment 
and  hope  with  more  "judgment"  than 
"hope"!  It  seems  that  we  plowed  through 
judgment  after  judgment!  At  the  end  of 
the  study,  I  felt  the  need  to  extract  the 
"hope"  from  the  overwhelming  message 
of  judgment. 

At  the  time,  I  was  teaching  a  circle 
at  Sharon  Towers  and  needed  a  10th 
lesson,  so  I  went  back  through  the  entire 
book  and  picked  out  the  passages  of  hope 
and  wrapped  them  together  into  one 
lesson.  It  is  that  study  that  we  will  look 
at  for  this  month. 

As  background  preparation  for  this 
lesson,  you  may  want  to  retrieve  your 
copy  of  the  1984-85  circle  Bible  study 
book  and  review  briefly  the  minor 
prophets.  The  passages  for  this  month 
are  many  and  you  will  find  it  helpful  to 
write  each  one  on  a  separate  card.  The 
Scripture  references  are  the  following: 
Amos  5:4,6,14,24;  9:11-15;  Micah  4:1-4; 
6:8;  Zephaniah  3:  14-20;  Hosea  14:1-7; 
Habakkuk  3: 17-19;  Haggai  2:4b-5,9;  Joel 
2:28-29;  Jonah  4:2;  and  Malachi  3:6,7b. 
You  may  want  to  read  these  in  several 
different  translations  so  as  to  get  the  full 


meaning  of  each  text. 

Substitutes  for  hope 

For  a  reference  book,  try  to  find  a  copy 
of  The  Jesus  Hope  by  Stephen  Travis. 
In  this  book  the  author  lists  Seven 
Substitutes  For  Hope.  For  your  use  I 
will  list  them  and  give  a  brief  description. 

(1)  Despair  (If  you  reject  the  idea  that 
God  has  a  plan  for  the  world,  despair 
is  the  only  realistic  attitude  to  adopt.) 

(2)  Bland  optimism  (or  wishful  thinking). 

(3)  Escapism  (or  opting  out  of  the 
complexities  of  modern  life).  (4)  Self- 
indulgence  ("Eat,  drink,  and  be  mer- 
ry...for  tomorrow  we  may  die.")  (5) 
Astrology  (1750  daily  newspapers  carry 
horoscopes.)  (6)  A  totalitarian  state 
(where  religion  is  removed  as  a  source 
of  hope)  and  (7)  Radical  Idealism.  This 
will  give  you  enough  material  to  begin 
discussing  these  "modern  philosophies" 
with  your  group.  Ask  how  they  are 
substitutes  for  the  hope  that  we  know 
as  Christians. 

Distribute  the  Scripture  references  and 
ask  each  person  to  read  her  passage 
aloud.  Pose  the  following  question  to 
each  passage:  "How  does  this  minor 
prophet  'speak  to'  these  substitutes  for 
hope?"  Work  through  each  passage, 
leaving  plenty  of  time  for  reflection. 

How  the  minor  prophets  see  hope 

For  Amos,  hope  lies  in  a  radical  change 
in  attitude  and  behavior.  Ask:  In  what 
ways  do  I /we  need  to  change?  What 
attitudes  are  keeping  us  from  being  close 
to  God  and  to  one  another?  What 
behavior  patterns  are  annoying  to  those 
in  my  family  or  to  those  with  whom  I 


work?  How  can  I  substitute  a  postive 
attitude  or  behavior  pattern  for  a  "bad" 
habit? 

In  Micah  hope  lies  in  a  vision  of  peace 
(4: 1  -4)  and  in  a  summary  of  "right  living" 
(6:8).  Ask:  What  am  I/we  doing  to 
promote  peace  in  the  world?  In  the 
community?  In  the  church?  In  the  family? 
How  can  one  person  be  effective  in 
peacemaking?  Paraphrase  Micah's  "right 
living"  verse  and  apply  it  to  your  life. 

For  Zephaniah  hope  comes  about 
because  God  is  in  our  midst.  Ask:  How 
can  I  sense  that  God  is  with  me?  In  what 
ways  do  I  see  evidence  of  God's  presence? 
What  does  the  prophet  mean  by  "God 
being  with  us"? 

The  greatest  hope 

Hosea's  prophecy  is  a  long  story  of 
marital  infidelity  in  Hosea  and  Gomer's 
marriage,  as  compared  to  the  infidelity 
of  God's  people  in  the  divine  covenant 
relationship.  The  note  of  hope  is  found 
at  the  very  end  of  the  book.  Hope  is  the 
greatest  imaginable  hope:  the  assurance 
that  the  God  of  life  and  eternity  of  this 
world  and  the  universe,  of  nations,  of 
homes,  of  adults,  of  children,  is  a  God 
of  steadfast,  faithful,  unblinking,  unend- 
ing love. ..//we  return.  Ask:  In  what  ways 
do  we/ 1  need  to  "return  to  God"?  Daily 
Bible  reading  and  prayer?  Sunday  School 
and  church  attendance?  Getting  more 
involved  in  the  activities  of  the  church? 

In  Habakkuk  hope  is  found  in  one  of 
the  most  triumphant  proclamations  of 
faith  in  the  Old  Testament.  The  summary 
of  this  note  of  hope  is  that  if  worse  comes 
to  worst,  we  can  still  trust  God.  Ask: 
In  what  areas  of  my  life  do  I  need  to 
put  complete  trust  in  God? 


For  Haggai  the  word  translated  "hope" 
is  the  Hebrew  word  "shalom."  Therefore, 
hope  for  this  prophet  is  far  more  than 
peace  which  is  the  absence  of  conflict. 
Hope  for  Haggai  is  totality,  wholeness, 
and  well-being.  Ask:  How  can  I  find 
wholeness  in  my  relationships?  What 
areas  need  "working  on"  so  that  I  can 
experience  well-being?  What  changes  do 
I  need  to  make  in  order  to  achieve  this? 

Joel  sees  hope  as  the  future  outpouring 
of  God's  Spirit.  (You  may  want  to  read 
Acts  2:16-18  also.)  Ask:  In  what  ways 
have  I  become  aware  of  the  power  of 
God's  Spirit? 

A  surprising  verse 

The  story  of  Jonah  is  probably  familiar 
enough  so  that  the  verse  you  will  be 
studying  will  be  surprising!  Hope  for 
Jonah  is  found  in  God's  attributes  which 
are  the  same  today.  Hope  rests  in  the 
fact  that  God  can  use  us  even  when  we 
are  reluctant!  Ask:  In  what  ways  am  I 
turning  aside  from  the  call  of  God?  What 
am  I  being  asked  to  do  that  I  am  refusing 
to  do? 

Malachi  gives  the  picture  of  hope  as 
complete  trust  in  the  steadfast  love  of 
God  for  covenant  people.  Ask:  How  do 
I  place  trust  in  other  things  rather  than 
in  God? 

Close  the  session  with  sentence  prayers 
dealing  with  changes  that  need  to  be 
made  in  our  lives  —  both  private  and 
corporate  —  because  we  have  seen  the 
message  of  these  prophets. 

The  Rev.  Carol  T.  (Pinky)  Bender  of 
Charlotte,  N.C.,  is  the  pastor  of  McQuay 
Church. 


St.  Andrews  writer  wins  Guggenheim 


A  professor  at  St.  Andrews 
Presbyterian  College  has  re- 
ceived a  Guggenheim  Fellow- 
ship for  1989.  Clyde  Edgerton 
is  a  novelist  who  teaches  English 
and  education  at  the  school. 

The  Guggenheim  Foundation 
recognizes  American  and  Can- 
adian artists,  scholars,  and 
scientists  with  the  annual  fellow- 
ships. 


He  has  written  three  novels: 
Raney,  Walking  Across  Egypt, 
and  The  Floatplane  Notebooks. 
He  will  use  the  time  made 
possible  by  the  Guggenheim 
Fellowship  to  finish  his  fourth 
novel.  It  follows  the  life  of 
Wesley  Benfield,  a  character  in 
Walking  Across  Egypt,  who  is 
now  "in  a  half-way  house,  is  a 
member  of  a  rock-and-roll  band, 


and  is  contemplating  being  a 
preacher,"  Edgerton  said. 

Of  receiving  the  award,  he 
said,  "I  feel  very  honored;  it's  not 
something  that  is  all  that  easy 
to  come  by.  And  as  a  matter  of 
fact,  it's  the  first  award  I've 
received  of  any  sort  since  I  won 
a  bullwhip  and  a  case  of  Coca- 
Cola  at  a  Durham  Bulls  game 
when  I  was  12." 


Actor  Glover  speaks  at  JCSU 


One  of  the  actors  in  the  film 
The  Color  Purple  was  to 
deliver  the  commencement 
address  at  Johnson  C.  Smith 
University  May  21.  Danny 
Glover  also  received  an  hon- 
orary degree  at  the  com- 
mencement. Glover's  other 
film  credits  include  Places  in 


the  Heart,  Lethal  Weapon, 
and  the  television  program 
Mandela,  for  which  he  re- 
ceived an  Emmy  nomination. 

James  Costen,  president  of 
Interdenominational  Theo- 
logical Center,  was  to  speak 
at  the  baccalaureate  service. 


New  renewal  group  holds 
organizing  meeting 


Presbyterian  News  Service 

ST.  LOUIS,  Mo.  —  An  over- 
flow crowd  of  more  than  1,000 
evangelical  Presbyterians  gave 
birth  to  a  new  organization, 
Presbyterians  for  Renewal,  here 
April  21. 

Participants  approved  an  or- 
ganizational structure,  elected  a 
60-member  board  of  directors, 
and  signed  a  "Covenant  of  Re- 
newal" outlining  nine  stated  pur- 
poses of  the  new  organization. 

The  covenant  emphasizes 
proclamation  of  Jesus  Christ  as 
savior,  the  need  for  repentance, 
the  authority  of  scripture,  the 
importance  of  personal  piety 
and  personal  and  corporate 
renewal  within  the  church,  sup- 
port of  the  Presbyterian  Church 
(U.S.A.),  obedience  to  the  Great 
Commission,  and  the  pursuit  of 
social  justice  and  righteousness. 

The  birth  of  Presbyterians  for 
Renewal  marks  the  voluntary 


demise  of  two  renewal  organi- 
zations that  pre-date  Presbyter- 
ian reunion  in  1983.  The  Cov- 
enant Fellowship  of  Presbyteri- 
ans and  Presbyterians  for  Bib- 
lical Concerns  have  both  an- 
nounced that  they  will  dissolve 
by  the  end  of  1989  in  order  to 
make  way  for  Presbyterians  for 
Renewal. 

In  addresses,  evangelical 
Presbyterian  leaders  repeatedly 
expressed  pain  over  the  member- 
ship decline  in  the  Presbyterian 
church,  bemoaned  what  they 
perceive  to  be  the  church's  de- 
emphasis  of  personal  spirituality 
and  piety  for  the  sake  of  the 
social  justice  agenda  of  the 
national  Presbyterian  leader- 
ship, claimed  that  national  struc- 
tures and  budgets  do  not  reflect 
the  priorities  of  the  Presbyterian 
mainstream,  and  urged  evangel- 
ical Presbyterians  to  get  more 
involved  in  the  decision-making 
structures  of  the  denomination. 
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1st  Church  sees  itself 
as  engaged  in  mission 


(The  following  article  is  ex- 
cerpted from  the  Handbook  for 
the  April  18  meeting  of  the  Pres- 
bytery of  New  Hope.  The  Rev. 
David  Bowman  is  pastor  and  the 
Rev.  Bettie  Kirkpatrick  is  asso- 
ciate pastor.) 

The  First  Presbyterian 
Church  of  Rocky  Mount  was 
organized  by  Orange  Presbytery 
in  1878.  By  November  1889,  the 
congregation  consisted  of  42 
members  who  believed  their 
church  was  "specially  constitut- 
ed for  missionary  purposes." 
Their  belief  began  a  continuous 
support  of  the  mission  enterprise 
of  the  Presbyterian  Church  and 

Carraway, 
Farmville 
churches  merge 

Pursuant  to  the  actions  of  the 
congregations  and  the  approval 
of  presbytery,  the  Carraway 
Church  has  merged  with  the 
Farmville  Church.  The  Carra- 
way Church  had  started  as  a 
mission  of  the  Farmville 
Church. 

As  people  moved  from  the 
farms,  membership  of  the  Car- 
raway Church  had  decreased 
over  the  past  several  years. 
Efforts  will  be  made  to  find  a 
religious  group  of  another  de- 
nomination who  might  be  able 
to  use  the  sanctuary  of  the 
Carraway  Church  as  a  place  to 
worship. 

The  Rev.  William  Gordon  is 
pastor  of  the  Farmville  Church. 
Prior  to  the  merger,  he  had  also 
served  as  pastor  of  the  Carraway 
Church. 

Noonan  elected 
treasurer 

Under  the  enthusiastic  recom- 
mendation of  its  exempt  staff 
search  committee,  the  Presbytery 
of  New  Hope  has  hired  Charles 
Noonan  as  its  treasurer  and  chief 
finance  officer.  Noonan  served  in 
a  similar  position  in  the  Presby- 
tery of  Orange  prior  to  its  disso- 
lution. Consequently,  many  of  our 
presbytery  already  know  him. 

Noonan  may  be  reached  at  the 
office  of  presbytery,  Suite  136, 
Station  Square,  Rocky  Mount, 
N.C.  27804  (919-977-1440). 


five  other  churches  in  Rocky 
Mount  (Second,  Edgemont, 
Bethlehem,  Morton,  and  West 
Haven  Presbyterian  Churches). 

As  circumstances  changed, 
the  church's  mission  has 
evolved.  For  example,  the 
church  moved  from  starting  new 
churches  in  the  1880's  toward 
searching  for  means  of  sustain- 
ing and  nurturing  families  in  the 
1980's.  However,  beneath  this 
evolution  in  programs  a  con- 
stant faith  has  manifested  itself. 
While  we  use  computers,  VCR's, 
and  sometimes  TV  to  convey  our 
message,  the  actual  message 
remains  the  same:  Jesus  Christ 
is  Lord  and  Savior. 

'Pennies  for 
Hunger'  plan 
adopted 

The  New  Hope  Presbytery  has 
adopted  the  "Two  Cents  Per 
Meal/ Pennies  for  Hunger"  plan 
as  a  funding  source  for  presby- 
tery-sponsored hunger  minis- 
tries. At  its  second  meeting  in 
April,  the  presbytery  com- 
mended this  program  to  all  the 
churches  within  its  jurisdiction. 

Under  this  plan,  either  two 
cents  per  meal  or  whatever 
people  wish  to  contribute  is 
placed  in  a  container  every  time 
they  eat.  One  church  with  100 
participating  members  would 
raise  over  $300  in  a  year.  "Just 
think  what  all  the  churches  and 
members  of  the  presbytery  could 
contribute  if  they  all  partici- 
pate," said  a  presbytery  repre- 
sentative. 

Any  monies  collected  should 
be  sent  monthly  to:  The  Pres- 
bytery of  New  Hope  Hunger 
Program,  Station  Square,  Suite 
136,  Rocky  Mount,  N.C.  27804. 


The  New  Hope  Presbyterian 


Sylvia  Goodnight,  Editor 
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Rocky  Mount  hosts  second 
meeting  of  the  presbytery 


The  second  meeting  of  the 
Presbytery  of  New  Hope  oc- 
curred on  April  18  in  Rocky 
Mount.  The  City  of  Rocky 
Mount  set  aside  the  Station 
Square  municipal  parking  lot  for 
the  convenience  of  the  commis- 
sioners. 

Registration  took  place  at  the 
presbytery's  new  office  in  Sta- 
tion Square  Mall  bagpiper  in 
full  Scottish  dress  led  the  pro- 
cession of  commissioners  from 
the  office  three  blocks  down 
Church  Street  to  the  site  of  the 
meeting  in  the  sanctuary  of  the 
First  Church. 

This  annual  spring  meeting  of 
the  presbytery  opened  with  a  call 
to  order  by  the  moderator,  the 
Rev.  H.  Edwin  Pickard.  During 
the  welcome  the  Rocky  Mount 
Presbyterian  community  pres- 
ented the  presbytery  with  checks 
totalling  $18,000  to  aid  in  the 
establishing  of  our  new  presby- 
tery offices. 

The  mayor  of  Rocky  Mount, 
Fred  Turnage,  joined  the  min- 
isters of  the  area  in  welcoming 
the  commissioners.  Turnage 
indicated  that  if  North  Carolina 
law  did  not  prohibit  municipal- 
ities from  giving  such  gifts,  the 
city  would  have  gladly  joined  the 
area  churches  in  contributing 
toward  presbytery's  new  facili- 
ties. 


A  bagpiper  leads  a  procession  of  commissioners  from  the 
presbytery  office  to  First  Church  in  Rocky  Mount,  the  site 
for  the  April  presbytery  meeting. 


Morning  worship  included  a 
sermon  by  David  Bowman  foc- 
using on  the  presence  of  God  in 
all  of  life's  problematic  passages 
and  a  service  of  communion  in 
which  over  40  elders  who  died 
in  1988  were  memorialized. 

The  business  of  presbytery 
went  smoothly.  The  only  ques- 
tion which  brought  up  even  mild 
debate  was  a  motion  by  the 
Criminal  Justice  Committee 
calling  for  the  presbytery  to 
support  a  bill  currently  in  the 
State  House  prohibiting  the 


death  penalty  for  the  mentally 
retarded  and  certain  pre-diag- 
nosed  mentally  ill  persons.  The 
motion  carried. 

Another  worship  highlight  of 
the  meeting  was  the  service  of 
retirment  for  John  Healey. 
Healy  has  served  the  church  for 
40  years. 

See  related  articles  for  more 
actions  of  the  meeting,  or  con- 
tact your  church  office  for  a  copy 
of  the  digest  of  the  minutes. 


Former  Albemarle  exec 
Joseph  Cochran  dies 


The  Rev.  Joseph  R.  Coch- 
ran, executive  presbyter  of 
Albemarle  Presbytery  from 
1976  to  1986,  died  May  2.  He 
is  survived  by  his  wife,  Mary, 
three  children,  and  six  grand- 
children. 

The  memorial  service  was 
held  May  13  at  Southminster 
Church  in  Tulsa,  Oklahoma. 
At  the  time  of  his  death,  Coch- 


ran was  serving  as  executive 
presbyter  of  Eastern  Oklahoma 
Presbytery. 

Memorial  gifts  may  be  made 
to  Trinity  Presbyterian  Church 
Building  Fund,  10600  South 
Memorial,  Tulsa,  Oklahoma 
74133,  or  Eastern  Oklahoma 
Presbytery,  3304  East  4th 
Street,  Tulsa,  Oklahoma 
74112.  (See  story  on  page  7.) 


Presbytery  receives  4  ministers 


At  the  second  meeting  of  the 
Presbytery  of  New  Hope  three 
calls  and  one  transfer  were 
approved  by  the  assembly. 

Christopher  Davis  Carlisle 
will  serve  as  pastor  of  Mt.  Olive 
Church.  He  is  a  graduate  of 
Union  Seminary  in  Richmond, 
Va.,  and  will  be  coming  from  a 
church  in  Strasburg,  Va. 

Jacalyn  W.  Thomas  and  Ri- 
chard E.  Thomas  will  serve  the 
Brookston,  St.  Andrews,  and 


Young  Memorial  Churches. 
Both  are  graduates  of  Columbia 
Seminary  in  Decature,  Ga.,  and 
will  be  coming  from  Clearwater, 
Fla. 

Scott  Andrews,  a  member  of 
New  Harmony  Presbytery,  was 
received  as  an  active  member  of 
the  Presbytery  of  New  Hope.  A 
Ph.  D.  student  at  Duke  Divinity 
School,  Andrews  is  currently 
serving  as  assistant  to  the  asso- 
ciate pastor  at  Trinity  Avenue 
Church  in  Durham. 


Raleigh  Council  starts  churches,  carries  out  mission 


In  the  1960's,  the  Presbyterian 
churches  of  the  greater  Raleigh  area 
joined  forces  with  the  focus  of 
helping  the  Raleigh  community. 
After  a  reorganization  and  restruc- 
ture, this  group  is  now  the  Presby- 
terian Urban  Council  of  Raleigh, 
better  known  as  PUCR. 

PUCR  is  a  voluntary  organiza- 
tion with  about  20  churches  in  its 
membership.  Each  church  is  repres- 
ented by  two  lay  persons  and  the 
church's  ministers. 

The  main  focus  of  PUCR  is  two- 
fold. First,  its  objective  is  to  start 
new  Presbyterian  churches  in  the 
Raleigh  area.  It  helps  to  purchase 
property  for  new  churches  and  also 
helps  to  financially  sustain  the 
church  after  it  is  started.  It  does  not 
work  independently  but  rather  in 
conjunction  with  the  presbytery. 
Since  its  beginning,  PUCR  has 
i  to  start  four  churches  in  the 


Raleigh  area. 

The  second  focus  is  urban  min- 
istry. The  help  is  extended  to  young 
and  old  in  varying  ways. 

In  the  1970's,  PUCR  helped  to 
begin  Capital  Towers.  This  is  a 
housing  project  for  mid-income 
retirees.  PUCR  still  remains  on  the 
board  at  Capital  Towers  helping  to 
support  its  programs  and  activities. 

Also,  Halifax  Court  Child  Devel- 
opment and  Day  Care  Center  was 
begun  in  the  70's  under  the  help  of 
PUCR.  This  child-development  and 
day-care  facility  helps  to  provide  care 
for  children  of  low-income  families. 

With  concern  for  the  youth  of  the 
community,  PUCR  has  established 
several  enrichment  programs.  One 
such  program,  Loaves  and  Fishes, 
is  an  after-school  program  designed 
for  elementary  students.  Operating 
out  of  the  Westminster  Church,  this 
after-school  program  goes  to  an  all- 


day  program  when  school  is  out. 

Davie  Street  Church  provides  the 
setting  for  another  summer  program 
for  elementary-aged  youth  from 
low-income  families. 

PUCR  also  tries  to  broaden  the 
horizons  of  the  youth.  PUCR  pro- 
vides scholarships  to  send  between 
30-50  low-income  youths  to  either 
Presbyterian  Point  or  Camp  New 
Hope  for  one  week  of  camping 
experience. 

But,  PUCR's  concern  reaches 
beyond  the  youth  of  the  community. 
PUCR  provides  support  for  a  part- 
time  chaplain  at  the  Wake  Advance- 
ment Center,  which  is  a  minimum- 
security  state  corrections  center. 
PUCR  has  also  been  helping  several 
churches  to  develop  a  ministry  to 
their  aging  congregations. 

In  1984,  PUCR  raised  $35,000  to 
build  a  women's  wing  onto  the  Ark 
Shelter.  This  new  wing  to  the 


existing  shelter  for  the  homeless  will 
provide  housing  for  10  women 
overnight. 

Currently,  PUCR  is  working  to 
raise  $33,000  with  which  to  build  a 
Habitat  for  Humanity  house.  This 
house  is  to  be  built  this  summer. 

The  spiritual  development  and 
growth  of  the  community  has  not 
been  overlooked  by  this  organiza- 
tion. For  the  fifth  consecutive  year, 
PUCR  is  sponsoring  a  Presbyterian 
Bible  Study.  Although  its  name 
seems  to  say  you  must  be  Presby- 
terian, it  is  city-wide.  Invitations  are 
sent  to  all  area  churches  and  posted 
in  community  areas.  The  study, 
under  the  leadership  of  Dr.  James 
Efird,  professor  at  Duke  Divinity 
School,  has  quite  a  following.  The 
average  attendance  at  each  session 
is  about  125.  There  is  a  study  on 
Monday  morning  at  White  Memor- 
ial Church  and  this  session  is 


repeated  on  Tuesday  night  at  Hud- 
son Memorial  Church.  Each  study 
will  continue  four  to  six  weeks. 

PUCR's  budget  is  about  $45,000. 
The  organization  asks  each  partic- 
ipating church  to  set  as  its  goal  to 
give  two  percent  of  the  church's 
budget  to  PUCR.  Of  the  receipts, 
one-half  goes  to  new  church  devel- 
opment and  one  half  goes  into  the 
operating  budget  for  mission  pro- 
jects. 

What  is  the  best  part  of  PUCR? 
The  Rev.  David  Huffman,  pastor  of 
Trinity  Church  and  past  president 
of  the  organization,  best  sums  it  up 
as  follows:  "PUCR  serves  as  a  place 
for  local  Presbyterians  to  come 
together,  get  to  know  one  another, 
and  work  on  mission  projects. 
PUCR  also  enables  the  Presbyter- 
ian churches  to  meet  needs  that 
would  not  be  met  by  local  churches." 
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Massanetta  board 
votes  not  to  resign 

Trustees  file  with  PJC, 
petition  circuit  court 


By  Robert  Milks 
Editor 

The  trustees  of  Massanetta 
Springs  Conference  Center  have 
voted  not  to  resign  and  have  filed 
a  complaint  against  the  Synod 
of  the  Mid-Atlantic  with  the 
Permanent  Judicial  Commis- 
sion of  the  General  Assembly 
and  a  petition  with  Rockingham 
County  Circuit  Court  in  Virgi- 
nia, asking  the  court  to  rule  on 
points  of  law  in  dispute  between 
the  synod  and  the  trustees. 

At  its  annual  meeting  in  May, 
the  synod  asked  the  trustees  to 
resign  immediately,  following 
the  breakdown  of  negotiations 
between  the  trustees  and  the 
Synod  Council.  The  trustees 
called  a  special  meeting  for  June 
19;  at  the  meeting,  the  14  board 
members  present  all  said  they 


would  not  resign,  the  board  said 
in  a  news  release. 

Three  other  board  members 
not  present  sent  letters  saying 
they  would  not  resign.  One 
member  had  previously  re- 
signed, the  release  said. 

The  trustees  also  voted  the 
actions  with  the  commission  and 
the  court  at  the  meeting. 

The  Rev.  Ed  McLeod,  when 
asked  what  the  Synod  Council 
would  do,  said,  "The  synod  will 
file  a  response  with  the  PJC 
also."  McLeod  chairs  the  special 
task  force  the  council  formed  to 
deal  with  the  Massanetta  issue. 
The  synod  at  its  assembly  in  May 
gave  the  council  authority  to 
take  any  steps  necessary  to 
conclude  the  matter. 

"The  only  thing  we  are  saying 
at  this  point  is  that  we  will 
See  Trustees,  Page  2 
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Synod  gets  award  for  giving 


Presbyterians  celebrate  in  Philadelphia:  Independence  Hall  is  in  background. 

Celebration  closes  2  years  of 
Bicentennial  in  Philadelphia 


The  Synod  of  the  Mid-Atlan- 
tic received  an  award  at  the 
General  Assembly  for  ranking 
first  among  synods  in  total 
dollars  given  for  churchwide 
mission.  Synod  Executive  Car- 
roll Jenkins  accepted  a  plaque 
marking  the  accomplishment  on 
behalf  of  the  synod. 
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The  total  giving  for  mission 
on  all  levels  of  the  church  in  the 
Mid-Atlantic  was  $16,564,875. 

The  synod  was  one  of  two 
synods,  two  presbyteries,  and 
seven  congregations  to  receive 
the  awards  at  the  Assembly.  The 
other  synod  was  the  Synod  of 
Southern  California  and  Ha- 
waii, which  ranked  first  in  giving 
per  member,  at  $58.30. 

Greater  Atlanta  Presbytery 
gave  the  most  for  churchwide 
mission  and  North  Alabama 
Presbytery  the  most  per  member 
among  presbyteries. 

Mid-Atlantic 
to  lead  G.A. 

PHILADELPHIA,  Pa.  — 
The  Rev.  Lewis  W.  Bledsoe,  a 
pastor  from  the  Synod  of  the 
Mid-Atlantic,  was  elected  mod- 
erator of  the  General  Assembly 
Council  on  the  first  ballot  at  its 
meeting  on  June  5,  on  the  eve 
of  the  General  Assembly.  Bled- 
soe is  pastor  of  the  800-member 
Steele  Creek  Church  in  Char- 
lotte, N.C. 

He  defeated  Patricia  Kennedy 
and  Thelma  Adair  for  the  post 
and  succeeds  Josiah  Beeman,  an 
elder  also  from  within  the  Synod 
of  the  Mid-Atlantic,  from  Wash- 
ington, D.C.  The  council  elected 


PHILADELPHIA,  Pa.  —  In 
the  city  where  the  Presbyterian 
Church  (U.S.A.)  began  in  1789, 
the  General  Assembly  two  cen- 
turies later  closed  the  two-year 
Bicentennial  celebration  with 
special  activities  marking  its 
culmination.  More  than  7,000 
Presbyterians  celebrated  on  the 
Sunday  afternoon  of  the  Assem- 
bly, June  12,  at  a  "Fair-on-the- 
Square"  on  the  Lewis  Quadran- 
gle, where  Independence  Hall 
and  the  Liberty  Bell  loomed  at 
the  far  end  from  where  the  Pres- 
byterians were.  The  fair  included 
more  than  30  exhibits  on  church 
history  and  mission  as  well  as 


puppet  shows  and  an  "old- 
fashioned  backyard  circus"  in 
which  children  performed. 

Clowns,  mimes,  jugglers,  and 
other  entertainers  roamed 
through  the  crowd.  Bunches  of 
red,  gold,  and  blue  balloons — 
the  colors  of  the  official  symbol 
of  the  Presbyterian  Church 


(U.S.A.) — decorated  every 
lamppost.  Volunteers  dressed  in 
colonial  garb  distributed  party 
hats  and  noisemakers. 

Exhibits  ranged  from  Done- 
gal Presbytery's  displays  of 
traditional   crafts — quilting, 
bandbox  making,  and  facture 
See  Celebration,  Page  2 
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Photo  by  Ron  Rice 


First  woman  minister 
elected  G.A.  moderator 
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Rev.  Lewis  Bledsoe 

Kennedy,  an  elder  from  Charl- 
ton Heights,  W.Va.,  vice-mod- 
erator. She  succeeds  Fern 
Holden. 

Bledsoe  has  served  the  GAC 
in  many  capacities.  He  most 
recently  chaired  the  Budget 
Work  Group,  and  has  chaired 
the  Restricted  Funds  Appeals 
Panel  and  the  Bicentennial  Pros- 
pectus Committee  for  cycles  one 
and  two  of  the  Bicentennial 
Campaign. 

See  Bledsoe,  Page  2 


PHILADELPHIA,  Pa.  — 
The  Rev.  Joan  SalmonCampbell 
became  the  first  woman  minister 
elected  moderator  of  the  General 
Assembly  when  she  won  a  se- 
cond-ballot victory  over  two 
male  ministers. 

In  another  action,  the  Assem- 
bly adopted  the  proposed  "Vi- 
sion for  the  Presbyterian  Church 
(U.S.  A.)"and  the  accompanying 
two  priority  goals — evangelism 
and  church  development,  and 
justice — and  15  other  "continu- 
ing" goals,  with  one  amendment 
affirming  environmentalism  and 
a  few  other  minor  changes. 

SalmonCampbell  received 
303  votes,  one  more  than  was 
needed  to  secure  a  majority  of 


the  603  ballots  cast.  She  defeated 
the  Rev.  William  Skinner,  pas- 
tor of  First  Church  in  Sioux 
City,  Iowa,  and  the  Rev.  James 
Johnson  Jr.,  pastor  of  First 
Church  in  Columbus,  Ga.  A 
fourth  candidate,  Agnes  Wilson 
of  Sumter,  S.C.,  was  forced  to 
withdraw  from  the  race  due  to 
serious  illness. 

SalmonCampbell  is  associate 
executive  for  mission  program 
of  the  Presbytery  of  Philadel- 
phia. Among  her  earlier  expe- 
rience were  pastorates  in  Rock- 
ville,  Md.,  Washington,  D.C, 
and  Arlington,  Va. 

She  ran  for  modera^r  of  tl 
1986  General  Assem! 

See  Assem  !      ■  ,,  2 
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Rev.  Joseph  Harvard 

and  also  share  insights  about 
ministry  with  students  at  Har- 
vard Divinity  School. 

The  session  of  First  Church 
has  approved  a  leave  of  absence 
of  three  and  a  half  months  for 
Harvard,  beginning  in  Sep- 
tember. 
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Synod  unit  chair  gets 
fellowship  at  Harvard 

The  moderator  of  the  synod's 
Partnership  Development  Unit, 
the  Rev.  Joseph  Harvard  III,  has 
been  awarded  a  Merrill  Fellow- 
ship to  study  at  Harvard  Uni- 
versity. 

He  plans  during  his  fellowship 
to  study  how  Christian  faith  can 
be  better  communicated  in  our 
culture. 

"It  is  a  challenge  to  get  peo- 
ple's attention  in  an  increasingly 
secular  culture,"  Harvard  said. 
"I  am  also  interested  in  the  way 
the  religious  community  has 
responded  to  the  problem  of 
homelessness." 

Harvard  is  pastor  of  First 
Church  in  Durham,  N.C;  he 
also  serves  on  the  Synod  Council 
by  virtue  of  being  moderator  of 
the  unit. 

The  Merrill  Fellowship  is 
named  for  Charles  Merrill,  the 
founder  of  Merrill  Lynch.  It  goes 
to  ministers  who  have  given 
exemplary  leadership  in  the 
parish  ministry.  Recipents  study 

Trustees 
file  complaint 
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answer  them  in  whatever  court 
they  file  in,"  McLeod  said. 

He  said  the  complaint  from 
the  trustees  to  the  Assembly 
commission  charges  that  the 
synod  action  in  not  following 
through  with  the  agreement 
being  negotiated  is  disruptive; 
the  trustees  seek  an  apology 
from  the  council  and  the  resig- 
nation of  its  members,  McLeod 
said.  The  apology  the  trustees 
want  would  include  a  written 
apology  for  "erroneous  state- 
ments" at  the  synod  assembly 
sent  to  all  commissioners  to  it. 
In  addition,  the  trustees  want 
reimbursement  from  the  synod 
for  all  expenses  in  connection 
with  the  judicial  process. 

In  their  news  release,  the 
trustees  said  they  hope  "that 
through  this  process  peace  and 
unity  might  be  restored  within 
the  church."  They  also  indicated 
that  their  final  action  at  the 
meeting  June  20  was  to  approve 
a  statement  that  they  are  "willing 
to  reconsider  any  of  the  [day's 
actions]  in  light  of  future  pos- 
itive developments  with  regard 
to  the  Synod." 


Queens  campaign  starts  big, 
greatly  increases  endowment 


Queens  College  has  success- 
fully completed  the  first  phase 
of  its  $25  million  fund-raising 
campaign,  "The  Time  is  Now," 
and  in  so  doing  has  greatly 
expanded  its  endowment.  Cam- 
paign Chair  H.C.  Bissell  an- 
nounced that  Queens  has  re- 
ceived $12.57  million  in  gifts  and 
pledges,  surpassing  its  $10  mil- 
lion goal  for  the  first  phase  by 
more  than  25  percent. 

About  $3.85  million  will  go  to 
the  endowment,  raising  it  from 
$9.8  million  at  the  start  of  the 
campaign  in  March  to  $13.65 
million — an  increase  of  39  per- 
cent. 

The  campaign  produced  the 
largest  single  gift  in  the  college's 
history,  $2.35  million  from 
Samuel  and  Carolyn  McMahon, 
and  the  largest  single  gift  from 
a  foundation,  $500,000  from  the 
Livingstone  Foundation.  Other 
major  gifts  included  $500,000 
each  from  Duke  Power  Com- 


2  synod  associate  execs  sought 


A  search  committee  has  been 
formed  to  seek  two  associate 
executives  for  the  synod,  and  it 
is  expected  to  report  with  recom- 
mendations in  September.  The 
two  positions  are  associate  for 
presbytery  partnership  minis- 
tries and  for  synod  ministries. 

The  search  committee  will 
receive  personal  information 


forms  through  July  15,  then 
screen  candidates  and  hold 
interviews  by  Aug.  31.  The 
committee  is  scheduled  to  report 
to  the  Synod  Council  at  its 
meeting  Sept.  5-7.  The  council 
would  then  vote  on  the  recom- 
mendation; assuming  it  ap- 
proves them,  the  associates 
would  begin  work  by  early  fall. 


Assembly  adopts  goals 
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defeated  by  two  votes  on  the  fifth 
ballot  by  Isabel  Rogers.  In 
addition,  Moderator  J.  Ran- 
dolph Taylor  appointed  her  vice- 
moderator  of  the  1983  General 
Assembly. 

In  comments  at  the  Assembly, 
SalmonCampbell  said  the  Bible 
became  most  real  to  her  when 
she  was  suddenly  widowed  and 
left  to  care  for  her  five  small 
children  alone.  The  guidance 
and  direction  she  derived  from 
Scripture  during  that  crisis  has 
helped  produce  her  practical 
approach  to  Christian  faith,  she 
said. 

Her  response  to  questions 
about  evangelism  stressed  the 
church's  responsibility  to  artic- 
ulate its  self-understanding  and 
individual  Presbyterians'  re- 
sponsibility to  understand  and 


support  each  other.  "Who  Jesus 
is  in  our  lives  is  one  of  the  best- 
kept  secrets  in  the  church,"  she 
said.  "We  need  to  pry  that 
understanding  out  of  Presbyter- 
ians-in-the-pew,  to  enable  them 
to  articulate  their  own  connec- 
tions between  faith  and  life." 

The  "Vision"  for  the  church 
describes  the  church  in  one  page, 
spelling  out  how  the  church  is 
a  "worshipping  community,"  a 
"serving  community,"  and  a 
"witnessing  community."  The 
Assembly  added  a  16th  "contin- 
uing" goal  as  an  amendment 
from  the  floor.  That  goal  is: 
"Cherishing  God's  creation,  the 
Presbyterian  Church  (U.S.A.) 
will  lead  its  congregations  to  be 
active  examples  and  advocates 
for  the  healing,  protection,  and 
nurture  of  the  environment." 

See  ASSEMBLY,  Page  4 


pany  and  NCNB,  Bissell  said, 
the  largest  single  contributions 
those  companies  have  ever  made 
to  an  educational  institution. 

The  gift  from  the  Betty  J.  and 
J.  Stanley  Livingstone  Charita- 
ble Foundation  is  to  the  music 
department. 

"The  music  department  will  be 
enhanced  greatly  by  some  out- 
standing professor  who  will  be 
hired  because  of  this  gift,"  said 
Dr.  George  Stegner,  Dana  Pro- 
fessor of  Music.  He  was  Mrs. 
Livingstone's  choir  director  at 
Westminster  Presbyterian 
Church  in  Charlotte,  where  they 
first  met. 

William  Lee,  chair  of  the 
Queens  trustees,  said  the  cam- 
paign's first  phase  was  "a  suc- 
cessful first  step  toward  our 
long-range  goal  for  Queens — to 
become  one  of  the  very  best 
private  liberal-arts  colleges  in 
the  country." 

College  officials  said  the  mo- 

Synod  adopt 
budget  of  $3 

The  Synod  of  the  Mid-Atlan- 
tic at  its  assembly  in  late  May 
adopted  a  mission  budget  for 
1990  of  $3  million— more  than 
the  final  1989  budget  but  still  less 
than  the  1988  budget.  This  year's 
budget  is  $2.85  million;  that 
figure  represents  several  reduc- 
tions. Last  year's  budget  was 
$3.46  million. 

The  chair  of  the  Synod  Coun- 
cil's Finance  Committee,  Peg 
Aalfs,  reported  to  the  assembly 
that  her  committee  is  working 
toward  restoring  the  1988  level. 


ney  will  fund  academic  enrich- 
ment, improving  the  physical 
plant,  and  increasing  the  endow- 
ment. The  college  has  an- 
nounced six  endowed  professor- 
ships in  music,  business,  and 
subjects  not  yet  determined. 

The  college  will  introduce  a 
new  curriculum,  the  Founda- 
tions for  Liberal  Learning  Pro- 
gram, this  fall.  Another  new 
program,  the  International  Ex- 
perience Program,  will  give 
every  junior  or  senior  the  chance 
to  travel  and  study  abroad  at  no 
additional  cost  to  the  student. 

Improving  the  physical  plant 
includes  upgrading  Ovens  Gym- 
nasium, at  a  $1.2  million  cost, 
and  renovating  classrooms,  at  a 
cost  of  $525,000. 

Campaign  leaders  recognized 
for  their  part  in  the  success 
include  Sadler  Barnhardt,  Cran- 
dall  Bowles,  Hugh  McColl,  and 
Charles  Trexler. 

s  mission 
million 

She  noted  that  for  this  year's 
budget,  in  addition  to  reducing 
it,  the  committee  also  had  to 
transfer  $150,000  from  reserves. 
Among  reasons  she  cited  for 
reductions  are  that  totals  for 
unified  giving  from  presbyteries 
was  unknown,  since  some  presb- 
yteries were  unsure  of  the  cost 
of  transition,  and  that  some 
presbyteries  have  taken  the  per- 
capita  assessment  for  the  synod's 
governance  budget  (a  separate 
budget  from  the  mission  one) 
See  MISSION,  Page  4 


Women's  secretary  Curley  dies 


The  secretary  and  historian 
for  Presbyterian  Women  in  the 
synod,  Estelle  Curley,  died  on 
June  3.  She  was  a  member  of 
St.  James  Church  in  Greens- 
boro, N.C,  where  she  served  as 
a  deacon,  elder,  and  clerk  of 
session  from  1987  until  her 
death.  She  worked  as  head  of 
the  catalog  department  at  the 
library  of  N.C.  A&T  State 
University. 

In  Salem  Presbytery,  Curley 
served  on  the  Preparations 
Committee  and  the  Mission 
Design  Committee.  In  addition 
to  her  office  in  the  synod  Wo- 


Celebration  closes  Bicentennial 
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lettering— to  the  Lighthouse 
Community,  Inc.,  of  Woodbury, 
N.J.  Lighthouse  provides  hous- 
ing and  support  for  homeless 
pregnant  girls  and  young  moth- 
ers. It  is  included  in  the  denom- 
ination's Bicentennial  Fund" 
Campaign. 

People  present  joined  in  sing- 
ing "Happy  Birthday"  to  the 
denomination  and  sharing  cake 
and  ice  cream.  Members  of  the 
six  host  presbyteries,  including 
New  Castle,  baked  enough  birth- 
day cakes  to  cover  a  20-feet  by 
five-feet  table.  Liz  Ostrander, 
coordinator  of  public  services 
for  the  fair,  said  that  181  volun- 
teers from  all  the  host  presby- 
teries worked  at  the  fair. 

The  afternoon's  activities 
ended  with  the  closing  cerem- 
ony, a  worship  service.  In  many 
ways,  it  continued  the  festival 
atmosphere:  people  sat  in  lawn 
chairs  round  the  platform  and 
back  through  the  quadrangle,  a 


jazz  band  played  for  parts  of  the 
service,  and  banners  hung  at 
both  ends  of  the  square.  The 
crowd  applauded  after  several 
musical  performances. 

It  began  with  a  "Preparation 
for  Worship"  that  had  the  crowd 
singing  "When  the  Saints  Go 
Marching  In,"  accompanied  by 
the  jazz  band.  Then  a  man  crying 
"Make  way  for  the  procession" 
led  the  bicentennial  puppets, 
each  over  20  feet  high,  leading 
a  long  line  of  people  carrying 
presbytery  banners  from 
throughout  the  church. 

Lillian  Lee,  a  young  girl  from 
Glenside  Korean  Presbyterian 
Church  in  Glenside,  Pa.,  sang 
"Jesus  Loves  Me"  in  Korean  and 
then  in  English. 

Former  Moderator  Kenneth 
Hall,  in  introducing  Moderator 
Joan  SalmonCampbell,  said, 
"The  bicentennial  spirit  has  been 
alive  in  the  church.  Now  it  is  time 
for  us  to  turn  our  eyes  to  the 
future." 


The  new  moderator  then  in- 
troduced the  preacher  for  the 
occasion,  "John  Witherspoon," 
the  signer  of  the  Declaration  of 
Independence  who  preached  at 
the  first  General  Assembly.  The 
moderator  said,  "We  invited  him 
back  to  deliver  the  same  text  as 
we  close  our  bicentennial  year." 

An  actor  in  period  costume 
came  forward  on  the  platform 
(actually  it  was  Donald  Marsh, 
choirmaster  and  director  of  arts 
in  Christian  Education  at  First 
Church  in  Port  Jervis,  N.Y.). 

"When  I  was  asked  to  preach 
the  same  sermon,"  he  said,  "I 
remembered  it  was  quite  a 
lengthy  one.  But  fear  not,  today 
111  only  preach  the  pithy  parts." 

The  epistle  lesson,  I  Corinthi- 
an 3:5-7,  dealt  with  God  giving 
the  growth  to  plants,  not  the 
planter  or  waterer.  Witherspoon 
said  that  it  is  God  through  Christ 
who  not  only  sends  people  but 
who  qualifies  them,  gives  them 
ability. 


men,  she  was  a  convener  of  the 
field  testing  group  for  the  1990 
Bible  study. 

Surviving  are  two  daughters, 
Sharon  Gordon  of  Minneapolis, 
Minn.,  and  Valerie  Curley  of 
Phoenix,  Ariz.;  two  sons,  An- 
thony Curley  of  Hampton,  Va., 
and  Brien  Curley  of  Atlanta 
Ga.;  four  granddaughters;  her 
father,  Earl  Whitted  Sr.  of 
Goldsboro,  N.C;  eight  sisters 
and  one  brother. 

Bledsoe  chairs 
council 

from  page  1 

Following  his  installation  a 
moderator,  Bledsoe  told  th 
council,  "I  trust  the  system, 
believe  in  the  church,  and  I  an 
committed  to  what  the  churcr 
is  trying  to  do  in  service  to  Jesu 
Christ." 

Later,  he  said,  "I  think  th 
GAC  has  been  sometimes  un 
fairly  accused  of  power-grab 
bing.  I  want  us  to  operate  in 
style  that  will  lead  all  Presby 
terians  to  say  that  we  are  open 
and  fair." 

Kennedy  is  a  member  o 
Montgomery  Church,  in  Mont 
gomery,  W.Va.,  where  she  ha 
been  clerk  of  session  and  chai 
of  the  finance  and  stewardshi] 
committees. 

"During  these  first  six  years, 
she  said,  "we  on  the  council  hav 
become  a  close-knit  community 
and  must  look  outward  and  be 
more  inclusive. 

"The  council  must  also  be 
sensitive  to  different  perspec- 
tives and  points  of  view  within 
the  church,"  she  said. 


G.A.  calls  for 
housing  emphasis, 
other  social  actions 
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PHILADELPHIA,  Pa.  — 
The  General  Assembly  acted  on 
a  wide  range  of  social  issues.  It 
declared  housing  in  America  to 
be  "an  urgent  need"  and  asked 
the  General  Assembly  Council 
to  find  $79,000  to  expand  hous- 
ing ministries  and  establish  a 
half-time  staff  position  to  coor- 
dinate those  ministries. 

The  Assembly  also  approved 
an  extensive  background  paper 
and  resolution  on  "Affordable 
Housing"  developed  by  the 
Committee  on  Social  Witness 
Policy. 

The  Assembly  directed  the 
Social  Justice  and  Peacemaking 
Unit  to  advocate  public  policy 
that  will  lead  to  building  more 
affordable  housing,  stop  demo- 
lition and  sale  of  public  housing, 
help  low-income  people  pay  for 
energy,  and  fully  fund  emergen- 
cy food  and  shelter  programs.  In 
addition,  the  Assembly  encour- 
aged congregations,  presbyter- 
ies, and  synods  to  evaluate 
housing  needs  in  their  areas, 
consider  sponsoring  subsidized 
housing,  and  work  with  other 
community  groups  to  develop 
affordable  housing  and  emer- 
gency shelters. 

The  Assembly  encouraged  the 
Economic  Development  Corpo- 
ration of  the  PCUSA  to  con- 
tinue its  previously  announced 
$1  million  housing  program 
initiative.  It  also  directed  the 
stated  clerk  to  convey  the 
church's  "deep  concern  about 
the  housing  crisis"  to  approp- 
riate government  officials  in 
Washington,  D.C. 

Among  other  actions,  the 
Assembly: 

•  Addressed  AIDS  ministries 
in  the  United  States  and  Africa. 
Commissioners  restored  lan- 
guage to  a  1988  position  state- 
ment, "To  Meet  AIDS  with 
Grace  and  Truth."  By  approving 
Overture  48  from  Baltimore 
Presbytery,  the  Assembly  rein- 
stated a  statement  that  the  AIDS 
virus  "is  not  punishment  for 
behavior  deemed  immoral." 


The  Assembly  also  supported 
the  World  Health  Organiza- 
tion's program  to  combat  the 
spread  of  AIDS  in  Africa.  The 
Assembly  urged  the  United 
States  government  to  release  its 
$400,000  apportionment  to  the 
United  Nations  agency.  Those 
funds  had  been  held  up  by  the 
Reagan  administration  in  pro- 
test of  some  WHO  procedures. 

•  Asked  the  Church  Voca- 
tions Unit  to  develop  a  five-year 
plan  for  implementing  pay  eq- 
uity in  the  hiring  practices  of  the 
Presbyterian  Church  and  devel- 
op guidelines  for  synods,  presb- 
yteries, and  congregations.  Pay 
equity  involves  "equal  pay  for 
equal  work"  for  men  and  wom- 
en. 

•  Removed  the  Mobil  Oil 
Corporation  from  the  denomi- 
nation's South  Africa  divest- 
ment list  and  added  Citicorp  to 
the  list.  Mobil  has  completed  its 
withdrawal  from  South  Africa. 
Citicorp  has  recently  rolled  over 
its  short-term  loans  to  South 
Africa  into  long-term,  interest- 
deferred  loans.  Such  actions 
violate  church  guidelines  for 
companies  doing  business  in 
South  Africa. 

•  Decided  to  update  and 
reissue  the  1985  report  "Rural 
Community  in  Crisis."  The 
Assembly  also  called  upon 
Presbyterian  seminaries  to  de- 
velop courses  addressing  rural 
issues,  and  synods,  presbyteries, 
and  congregations  to  develop 
long-range  plans  for  rural  min- 
istry. 

•  Expressed  deep  concern 
about  the  Alaskan  oil  spill.  The 
Assembly  approved  a  commis- 
sioners' resolution  from  the 
Yukon  Presbytery  delegation 
calling  for  major  responsibility 
for  the  clean-up  effort  to  be 
assigned  to  Exxon  rather  than 
taxpayers;  the  resolution  also 
calls  for  a  moratorium  on  oil 
drilling  in  the  area  until  the 
government  and  the  oil  industry 
develop  greater  safeguards 
against  such  disasters. 


Chinese  acts  called  'outrageous' 


PHILADELPHIA,  Pa.  — 
The  General  Assembly  adopted 
a  resolution  on  the  situation  in 
China  that  holds  the  Chinese 
people  in  the  church's  prayers, 
affirms  the  Chinese  people's 
struggles  for  human  rights, 
democracy,  and  freedom,  ex- 
presses outrage  at  the  actions  of 
the  Chinese  government,  re- 
quests the  Global  Mission  and 
Social  Justice  and  Peacemaking 
Units  to  seek  ways  to  assist  the 
church  in  China  during  the 


crisis,  and  "takes  note  of  and 
supports"  actions  of  the  U.S. 
government  to  effectively  ad- 
dress the  situation  in  China. 

"President  Bush  has  done  a 
good  job  in  this  crisis,"  noted 
staff  member  Sarah  Stephens  of 
the  Committee  on  Social  Wit- 
ness Policy.  "We  want  to  make 
sure  he  knows  that  he  has  the 
support  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church  as  he  continues  to  ex- 
ercise effective  leadership  in  very 
difficult  circumstances." 


The  opening  communion  service  at  the 
General  Assembly  drew  more  than  7,000 
Presbyterians  to  hear  retiring  Moderator  C. 
Kenneth  Hall  challenge  them  to  press  on 
toward  goals  in  evangelism  and  mission.  In 
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celebrating  the  past,  he  also  said,  the  church 
should  not  lose  sight  of  the  future.  "We  use 
the  past  when  it  is  the  foundation  on  which 
we  build  the  future,"  he  said. 


'Brief  Statement  of  Faith' 
moves  toward  official  status 


PHILADELPHIA,  Pa.  —  "A 
Brief  Statement  of  Faith"  com- 
pleted the  first  stage  in  its  long 
journey  toward  possible  inclu- 
sion in  the  Presbyterian  Book  of 
Confessions.  By  an  overwhelm- 
ing vote,  the  General  Assembly 
sent  the  proposed  statement  to 
a  new  special  committee  which 
will  review,  and  may  revise,  the 
text.  The  special  committee  will 
bring  further  recommendations 
to  the  General  Assembly  in  1990. 

The  proposed  statement  is  the 
product  of  five  years  of  study 
and  discussion  by  a  21 -member 
drafting  committee.  It  attempts 
to  present,  in  contemporary 
language,  a  concise  statement  of 
the  Christian  faith  as  it  has  been 
understood  and  lived  within  the 
Reformed  and  Presbyterian 
tradition.  The  68-line  statement, 
like  the  ancient  Apostle's  Creed 
and  Nicene  Creed,  is  Trinitarian 
in  structure. 

If  approved  by  the  General 
Assembly  in  1990,  "A  Brief 
Statement  of  Faith"  would  be 
forwarded  to  the  177  presbyter- 
ies for  their  deliberation  and 
vote.  Two-thirds  of  the  presby- 
teries would  have  to  recommend 
inclusion  of  the  statement  in  the 


Book  of  Confessions,  which  is 
the  first  volume  of  the  Consti- 
tution of  the  Presbyterian 
Church  (U.S.A.).  Upon  a  favor- 
able vote  in  the  presbyteries,  the 
General  Assembly  of  1991  would 
take  a  final  vote  to  adopt  the 
statement  of  faith  as  a  confes- 
sional standard  of  the  denom- 
ination. 

The  Assembly  committee 
dealing  with  the  statement  re- 
commended three  textual 
changes.  The  change  which 
elicited  debate  on  the  floor  of 
the  General  Assembly  concerned 
the  doctrine  of  the  fall  and 
human  sinfulness. 

The  committee  recommended 
that  the  draft  of  the  statement 
be  altered,  so  that  a  line  reading 
"We  deserve  God's  judgment" 
would  say  instead  "We  deserve 
God's  condemnation."  Members 
of  the  committee  noted  that  the 
alteration  had  been  suggested  on 
the  basis  of  language  used  in 


Paul's  letter  to  the  Romans  and 
John's  Gospel. 

The  Rev.  Jack  Stotts,  chair  of 
the  special  committee  which 
drafted  the  statement,  pointed 
out  that  an  earler  version  of  the 
texthad  used  the  word  "condem- 
nation." When  this  draft  was 
sent  to  churches,  Stotts  said,  the 
committee  received  a  "quite 
significant  response"  from 
Presbyterians  who  felt  the  word 
condemnation  "was  too  harsh, 
too  difficult."  The  next  draft 
adopted  the  term  "judgment." 

Beth  Maims,  a  youth  advisory 
delegate  from  Southwest  Flor- 
ida Presbytery,  argued  that  the 
harshness  of  "condemnation" 
"emphasizes  how  much  God 
loves  us,"  and  how  greatly 
human  beings  stand  in  need  of 
Christ's  redemption. 

The  General  Assembly  voted 
to  embrace  "God's  condemna- 
tion" by  a  vote  of  311  to  257, 
with  five  abstentions. 


Pastor  speaks  on  helping  mentally  ill 


PHILADELPHIA,  Pa.  —  A 
minister  from  the  Synod  of  the 
Mid-Atlantic  was  featured 
speaker  at  a  dinner  at  the  Gener- 
al Assembly,  speaking  on  aiding 
homeless,  mentally  ill  people. 
The  Rev.  John  R.  Sharp  has 
helped  lead  a  successful  ecumen- 
ical effort  to  build  group  homes 
for  the  elderly  and  seriously 
mentally  ill  in  Baltimore;  he 
challenged  more  than  40  persons 
attending  the  Presbyterians  for 
Disabilities  Concerns  dinner  to 
mobilize  their  churches  to  do  the 
same. 


Sharp  is  pastor  of  Govans 
Presbyterian  Church  in  Balti- 
more. He  addressed  what  he 
described  as  "the  intersection  of 
the  crises  of  chronic  mental 
illness  and  homelessness  in  the 
United  States."  He  asserted  that 
the  policy  of  "deinstitutionaliza- 
tion" of  the  mentally  ill  begun 
in  the  mid-1950s  "has  never 
worked  as  it  was  intended." 

As  a  result,  said  Sharp,  two- 
thirds  of  released  chronically 
mentally  ill  patients  return  to 
families  who  are  ill-equipped  to 
care  for  their  special  needs.  The 


rest,  he  said,  wind  up  in  nursing 
homes,  prisons,  or  the  streets. 
Sharp  cited  statistics  showing 
that  30  to  40  percent  of  the 
homeless  in  this  country  are 
seriously  mentally  ill. 

The  response  of  37  churches 
in  Baltimore.  Sharp  said,  was  the 
construction  of  "Epiphany 
House"  for  33  older  adults  and 
three  "Ascenson  Homes"  for  the 
seriously  mentally  ill.  "Epiphany 
House"  opened  in  1985,  and  the 
"Ascension  Homes"  housing  20 
persons  opened  last  summer. 


Richmond  church  receives  a 
national  ecumenical  award 


PHILADELPHIA,  Pa.  — 
Second  Church  in  Richmond, 
Va.,  received  an  annual  ecu- 
menical award  at  the  General 
Assembly,  along  with  two 
presbyteries.  The  other  recip- 
ients were  Cascades  Presby- 
tery and  the  Presbytery  of 
Utah. 

Second  Church  in  Rich- 
mond, and  its  session,  were 
cited  for  commitment,  lead- 
ership, and  support  to  ecu- 
menical service  and  mission. 
Especially  noted  was  its  par- 
ticipation in  the  Downtown/ 
Cooperative  Ministry,  an 
association  of  five  of  Rich- 
mond's downtown  churches. 

With  the  full  participation  of 


Second  Church,  the  founding 
partner,  the  ministry  has  in- 
itiated and  sustained  five  major 
ecumenical  projects.  These 
have  included  a  street  center, 
prison  visitation,  a  coalition 
that  provides  food  and  fuel  to 
the  needy,  an  emergency  shelter 
for  the  homeless,  and  an  urban 
retreat  center. 

Receiving  the  citation  were 
the  Rev.  Benjamin  Sparks 
and  several  members  of  the 
session. 

The  Assembly  gives  the 
awards  every  year  to  a  synod, 
presbytery,  and  session;  this 
year  there  were  two  presby- 
teries and  no  synod  receiving 
the  award. 
 ,  
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Issue  statements  seen 
causing  loss  of  members 


The  June  1989  edition  of  The 
Presbyterian  News  had  a  page  1  item 
which  caught  my  eye.  Synod  Execu- 
tive Carroll  Jenkins,  speaking  on  the 
subject  of  declining  membership  in 
our  church,  said,  "I'm  convinced  we 
have  to  tell  people  about  Jesus."  Hear, 
hear!  I  think  he  is  on  to  something. 

Declining  membership  will  proba- 
bly continue  and  I  think  the  reasons 
for  it  are  numerous.  One  of  the  reasons 
which  I  consider  very  important  is  the 
disenchantment  so  many  of  "we 
members"  feel  because  of  our  Presb- 
yterian Church's  propensity  for  mak- 
ing "position  statements."  Those 
statements  seem  to  lump  us  all  togeth- 
er as  though  all  Presbyterians  stand 
behind  such  statements  when,  in  fact, 
a  great  many  Presbyterians  definitely 
do  not  approve  of  the  statements. 
Taking  political,  social,  or  economic 
"positions"  is  not  the  duty  of  the 
"Church"  as  an  institution.  It  is  the 
duty  of  individuals.  This  is  basic.  If 
it  is  not  understood  by  our  career 
church  leaders  it  should  be. 

There  is  infighting,  anger,  declining 
church  membership,  and  polarization 
in  our  Church.  Those  conditions  will 
surely  persist  so  long  as  our  "Church" 
attempts  to  speak  for  each  of  us. 

We  desperately  need  to  recognize 
our  knowledge  limitations  as  knowl- 
edge relates  to  God  and  his  purposes. 
It  is  time  we  shed  the  arrogance  which 
has  somehow  found  its  way  among 
us.  I  think  we  need  to  all  look  into 
the  mirror  and  "tell  people  about 
Jesus." 

C.E.  McElroy 
Winston-Salem,  N.C. 

While  reading  the  May  issue  of  The 
Presbyterian  News,  I  read  the  short 
article  regarding  the  junior  year 
Service  Loan  Program.  I  am  interest- 
ed in  the  program,  but  there  was  no 
included  address  in  the  article  to  let 
me  know  where  and  to  whom  I  would 
write  to  secure  information.  It  is 
exciting  to  know  that  volunteering  in 
mission  for  the  Presbyterian  Church 
can  possibly  be  exchanged  for  an 
educational  loan. 

I  would  also  like  to  say  that  I  find 
The  Presbyterian  News  to  be  very 
informative  and  I  look  forward  to 
each  issue.  The  paper  was  responsible 
for  my  being  able  to  secure  summer 
employment  at  the  Chesapeake  Camp 
in  Port  Deposit,  Maryland.  I  read 
about  the  camp  in  the  March  issue 
and  requested  employment  and  was 
accepted. 

Thank  you  very  much  for  the  fine 
newspaper. 

Nigel  Christian  Lomax 
Chesapeake,  Va. 

Editor's  note:  For  information  on 
the  program,  which  gives  $1500  to 
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Presbyterian  undergraduates  in  ex- 
change for  300  hours'  service  as  a 
Volunteer  in  Mission,  write  Volun- 
teers in  Mission  Office,  Presbyterian 
Church  (U.S.A.),  100  Witherspoon 
St.,  Louisville,  Ky.  40202-1396. 

I  want  to  add  a  thought  to  your 
May  article  [reprinted  commentary  on 
baby  boomers  and  the  church]  on 
some  reasons  for  drop  in  church 
membership. 

Certainly  some  things  mentioned  in 
the  article  —  the  baby-boomers' 
selfishness  and  secularism  and  the 
churches'  standing  for  nothing  but 
feel-goodism  —  are  basic  reasons  for 
the  membership  drop.  However,  the 
writer's  lauding  of  her  inner-city- 
church  services'  lack  of  "perfection" 
highlights  a  type  of  mindset  that  has 
caused  many  other  people  to  leave  the 
church.  It's  a  mental  residue  of 
hippiedom  that  has  caused  many 
clergy  and  some  parishioners  to 
equate  ignorance  with  sincerity  and 
godliness.  Thus  ungrammatical  ser- 
mons and  an  out-of-tune  choir  and 
ill-behaved  children  on  display  are 
preferred.  Imitating  the  style  of 
another  group  of  society  (as  long  as 
it  is  less  educated)  shows  how  splendid 
and  liberal  we  are!  That  well-meaning 
but  ridiculous  hypocrisy  has  driven 
thousands  out  of  the  church. 

We  should  want  to  give  our  best 
to  God,  not  an  imitation  of  someone 
else's  which  is  less  polished.  If  our  best 
is  uneducated,  that  is  fine,  but  if  it 
isn't,  and  we  imitate  the  uneducated 
style,  we  are  merely  playacting  to 
make  ourselves  feel  virtuous. 

Incidentally,  it  is  really  not  at  all 
necessary  for  children  to  sing  off-key! 
They  can  easily  learn  how  to  do  it 
right,  and  have  lots  of  fun  in  the 
process.  A  joyful  noise  to  the  Lord 
doesn't  have  to  be  a  rude  cacophony. 
God  has  no  objection  to  order  and 
beauty,  surely:  he  created  so  much  of 
it. 

If  church  leaders  would  concentrate 
on  presenting  (and  living)  the  Gospel, 
without  so  many  affectations  to 
demonstrate  how  "with-it"  they  are, 
they  would  not  have  lost  so  many 
thinking  people  who  have  outgrown 
the  attitudes  of  the  '60s.  Thinking 
people  will  not  attend  "worship" 
services  that  resemble  an  inept  TV 
audience-participation  show,  with 
embarrasingly  inept  groups  of  lay 
persons  "on  stage."  I'm  afraid  too 
many  leaders  have  not  outgrown  their 
hippiedom  altogether,  and  they  are  the 
ones  who  prefer  a  service  that  resem- 
bles a  bad  day  at  the  day-care  center. 

Jean  Harmon 
Silver  Spring,  Md. 


On  putting  things  on  the 
shelf — or  using  them  often 


"You  ought  to  write  a  column  about 
this,"  said  my  friend  Ann.  "This"  was 
cleaning  out  our  garage.  We  were 
going  to  have  a  party  for  a  young  bride 
and  groom,  and  considering  the 
vagaries  of  spring  weather  in  Tidewat- 
er Virginia,  thought  that  we  should 
prepare  for  a  garage  party  as  well  as 
a  garden  affair.  (It  was  a  wise  decision, 
as  rain  came  in  buckets  20  minutes 
before  the  party  was  to  begin.) 

Admittedly  the  garage  was  more  of 
a  disaster  area  than  usual.  Wrens  nest 
in  our  garage  in  the  spring  so  we  keep 
the  doors  open.  Pollen  and  a  layer  of 
dust  covered  the  general  mess.  After 
removing  29  boxes  and  two  bales  of 
hay,  we  could  get  to  cleaning  itself. 
That  meant  findng  space  for  the  10 
boxes  I  insisted  on  saving  as  just  the 
right  size  for  mailing,  the  six  linear 
feet  of  materials  from  the  Board  of 
Pensions  which  I  wanted  to  save  until 
after  the  General  Assembly,  and 
taking  the  recycle  boxes  for  glass  and 
aluminum  to  the  center.  And  more 
space  for  bundles  of  newspapers — not 
now  being  accepted.  Sort  out,  dump, 
clean  up — it  began  to  look  reasonably 
presentable. 

That  did  not  answer  all  of  Ann's 
questions.  Why  an  old  sled?  why  only 
one  roller  skate?  why  a  lightening  rod? 
why  hadn't  I  dumped  records  annu- 
ally? why  was  I  saving  all  the  styro- 
foam  packing  material?  Some  answers 
were  easy — we'd  lived  in  Michigan 
and  had  enough  snow  for  a  sled,  one 
skate  had  gone  to  a  go-cart,  the  twin 
of  the  lightening  rod  was  in  my  living 
room  as  a  decoration,  plastic  worms 
and  disks  make  great  and  lightweight 
draining  in  hanging  flower  baskets. 

I  seem  to  be  like  many  others  who 
hate  to  throw  away  papers,  convinced 
that  as  soon  as  we  do  we  need  it.  My 
Aunt  Margaret  saved  mayonnaise  jars 
and  liners  from  cereal  boxes.  We  all 
know  the  story  of  the  box  in  the  attic 
labeled  "pieces  of  string  too  short  to 
use." 

Several  weeks  later  I  went  to  an 
auction  in  a  rural  area  not  far  from 
Williamsburg.  There,  laid  out  on 
tables  for  all  the  world  to  see,  were 
incomplete  sets  of  china,  worn  books, 
broken  lamps,  chipped  glasses,  two 
outboard  motors  guaranteed  by  the 
auctioner  to  work.  Too  good  to  throw 
out,  just  might  come  in  handy  one  day, 
you  never  know  when  you  might  need 
it,  it  came  down  in  the  family. 

Years  ago  I  had  gone  to  another 


By 

Anne 
Treichler 


auction  selling  the  possessions  of  a 
former  Methodist  missionary  to 
Central  America  and  Japan.  I  bought 
a  tea  set  of  Japanese  lustre,  gold  and 
purple  embossed  porcelain.  I  didn't 
need  it,  but  it  was  such  a  good 
bargain — teapot,  sugar  bowl,  crea- 
mer, six  cups,  saucers,  and  dessert 
plates  for  $26.  It  appeared  never  to 
have  been  used,  and  I  have  used  it 
a  very  few  times.  Why  do  I  keep  it? 
It  just  might  come  in  handy  some  day. 

When  my  Aunt  Margaret  needed  to 
be  moved  to  a  nursing  home,  I  went 
to  help  with  the  move.  As  well  as  all 
the  mayonnaise  jars,  we  found  beau- 
tiful hemstitched  sheets,  linen  pillow- 
cases, napkins,  table  covers,  scarves 
all  embroidered  in  small,  perfect 
stitches.  I  brought  many  home,  and 
they  stayed  on  my  shelves,  slowly 
yellowing,  until  I  finally  realized  that 
if  I  did  not  use  them,  no  one  else  would 
either.  My  children  are  not  interested 
in  sheets  that  must  be  ironed  nor 
napkins  that  must  be  starched.  So  I 
have  begun  to  use  and  enjoy  them, 
knowing  that  I  am  wearing  them  out. 
The  family  whose  goods  were  aucti- 
oned recently  had  dishes  that  were 
used — and  broken,  linens — worn  thin, 
appliances — used . 

Is  faith  something  like  that?  Placed 
on  a  shelf  in  the  garage  or  attic,  used 
only  in  special  need,  kept  back  just 
in  case  it  comes  in  handy.  Faith  should 
be  used  every  day  and  don't  worry 
about  the  scratches  and  dents.  Patina 
on  silver  and  pewter  comes  from 
constant  use,  and  shiny  faith  is  far 
better  than  faith  stored  away  "just  in 
case." 

In  the  meantime,  if  you  are  in 
Williamsburg,  come  by  my  house. 
Well  have  tea  together  in  my  beautiful 
Japanese  lustre  cups.  I'm  now  begin- 
ning to  use  them. 


Anne  Treichler  is  moderator  of 
Presbyterian  Women  in  the  Synod  of 
the  Mid-Atlantic.  She  lives  in  Willi- 
amsburg, Va. 


Mission  budget  funds  institutions 


from  page  2 

out  of  their  unified  giving,  an  act 
that  lowers  the  synod's  funds  for 
mission. 

Governance  funds  the  synod 
office,  committees,  the  assem- 
bly, and  some  of  the  synod's 
staff. 

Aalfs  noted  that  the  Articles 
of  Agreement  forming  the  new 
synod  require  the  synod  to 
maintain  the  same  percentages 

of  funding  of  agencies  and 
institutions  as  in  1987  until  1993. 


"If  synod  support  from  presb- 
yteries goes  down,"  she  noted, 
"so  does  the  amount  to  each  of 
these  agencies  and  institutions." 

These  include  the  colleges, 
seminaries,  retirement  homes, 
children's  homes,  campus  min- 
istries, counseling  centers,  con- 
ference centers,  and  other  agen- 
cies the  synod  supports.  It  has 
had  to  cut  funding  to  all  of  these 
this  year  under  the  reduced 
budget. 

Aalfs  reported  that  the  com- 
mittee has  scheduled  budget 


hearings  for  October  and  is 
working  toward  a  two-year 
budgeting  plan. 

The  governance  budget  for 
1990  is  $860,495.  The  per-capita 
assessment,  or  the  amount  per 
member  in  the  synod  for  gov- 
ernance, is  $2.35  for  next  year. 

Even  though  the  Synod  of  the 
Mid-Atlantic  led  the  denomina- 
tion last  year  in  total  churchwide 
giving  (see  story,  page  1),  the 
synod's  share  of  that  giving  has 
gone  down  over  the  last  two 
years. 


Assembly 

from  page  2 

In  other  action,  the  Assembly 
adopted  a  proposed  policy  on 
open  meetings,  which  would  set 
as  standard  policy  of  the  General 
Assembly  Council,  ministry 
units,  and  continuing  elected 
bodies  that  their  plenary  meet- 
ings be  open  to  the  public, 
including  both  secular  and 
church  news  media.  The  policy 
allows  closed  meetings  under 
specific  conditions,  essentially 
limiting  them  to  matters  of 
property  negotiation,  personnel, 
litigation,  or  security. 


Peaks  elects 
executive 

The  Rev.  George  Magnuson 
has  been  elected  the  first  general 
presbyter  of  the  new  Presbytery 
of  the  Peaks,  which  came  into 
existence  July  1 . 

Magnuson  was  elected  in 
May.  He  had  been  serving  as 
executve  presbyter  of  Blue  Ridge 
Presbytery;  most  of  that  presb- 
ytery helped  form  the  new  presb- 
ytery. It  also  comprises  the 
former  Presbytery  of  Fincastle 
and  a  portion  of  Southern  Vir- 
ginia Presbytery. 

Those  old  presbyteries  went 
out  of  existence  June  30. 
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Massanetta  Springs  bears  the  air  of  abandonment 


By  Chi-Chi  Kern 

I  took  a  friend  to  see  the  Massanetta 
Springs  Conference  Center  in  Harrison- 
burg, Va.,  on  Sunday,  May  21. 

I  wish  I  hadn't. 

We  drove  into  the  empty  parking  lot 
and  got  out  of  the  car  near  Richardson. 
At  one  glance  I  was  appalled! 

From  the  first  step  onto  the  dirty 
sidewalk  to  the  other  end  of  the  red 
brick  hotel,  the  long,  long  grass  waved 
in  the  wind,  leaning  over  the  sidewalk 
and  over  the  porch  at  the  hotel  entrance. 
I'd  heard  of  a  "sea  of  grass."  I  saw  one, 
then. 

Obviously,  the  lawn  hadn't  been 
tended  since  the  hotel  was  closed  in 
October  1988. 


Guest  Commentary 


Farther  down  the  walk,  I  couldn't 
find  the  flower  beds  which  had  been 
so  lovingly  cared  for  during  summers 
at  Massanetta.  Then  I  saw  a  few  dead 
plants.  The  rest  was  taken  over  by  the 
grass. 

The  porch  and  sidewalk  leading  to 
the  road  were  so  filthy  with  debris  and 
animal  excrement  that  we  had  to  walk 
carefully. 

At  the  steps  beyond,  my  friend  was 
reading  a  plaque  which  memorialized 
a  young  man  who  had  found  a  new  and 
more  wonderful  Christian  life  at  Mas- 
sanetta. I  looked  up  in  dismay.  Vandals 
had  destroyed  a  white  globe  on  each 


Photo  by  Chi-Chi  Kern 

The  author  found  tall  grass  surrounding  the  chapel  at  Massanetta  Springs 
Conference  Center,  reaching  halfway  up  the  length  of  the  windows. 


of  the  valuable,  antique,  three-globe 
lamps  given  in  his  honor.  A  single  light 
bulb  on  one  lamp  reached  out,  bare  and 
lonely. 

At  the  top  of  the  dirty  steps,  the 
shattered,  white  glass  covered  the 
landing.  We  stepped  gingerly  over  the 
glass  and  crossed  the  road. 

As  we  started  up  "the  hill,"  my  friend 
quickly  ascended.  I  fell  behind,  not  only 
because  in  20  summers  at  Massanetta 
I'd  always  stopped  once  as  I  climbed, 
but  also  because  of  what  I  saw.  Dead 
leaves  from  the  fall  of  1988  had  piled 
high,  from  the  porch  of  the  bookstore 
to  the  door  of  the  Nook.  All  the  way 
to  and  around  the  back  of  Hudson 


Auditorium  I  saw  high  grass,  weeds, 
and  fallen  tree  branches.  On  the  other 
side  where  we  used  to  park  our  cars, 
the  grass  was  three  feet,  nine  inches  tall. 
And  dead  leaves  again  were  piled  high 
on  the  walk  to  and  at  the  entrance  of 
the  auditorium. 

But  when  we  arrived  at  the  small 
chapel  and  saw  how  our  Lord's  church 
had  been  neglected,  I  cried.  Dead  leaves 
and  tree  limbs  covered  the  entrance. 
High  grass  surrounded  the  chapel, 
obscuring  the  foundation  and  reaching 
half-way  to  the  top  of  the  windows. 

All  the  time  I  was  afraid  of  snakes 
that  might  lurk  in  the  mess. 

Beyond  the  chapel,  we  walked  past 


a  cottage  owner's  home,  neat  with  grass 
mowed,  and  down  the  hill  to  our  car. 

"You  must  see  the  famous  spring,"  I 
told  my  friend.  We  drove  to  the  back  of 
the  hotel.  Tall,  thick  grass  grew  from  the 
empty  flower  bed  at  the  foot  of  the  hotel 
steps  all  the  way  to  the  springhouse.  A 
few  not-so-small  children  playing  near  the 
drinking  fountain  disappeared  periodical- 
ly in  the  grass  as  high  as  their  heads. 

I  wish  I  hadn't  taken  my  friend  to  see 
Massanetta.  I  didn't  know  that  it  was  in 
such  a  deplorable  condition.  I'm  sorry 
that  she  couldn't  have  seen  it,  beautifully 
groomed,  during  the  summer  of  1988  and 
many  summers  before,  when  it  was  open, 
alive,  happy,  and  full  of  people. 

We  drove  away. 

But  four  days  later,  in  disbelief,  I 
returned  to  Massanetta.  Nothing  had 
changed.  Finally,  someone  drove  a  mower 
over  the  lawn  in  front  of  the  hotel.  But 
he  couldn't  clean  it  up.  The  grass  was  too 
long.  It  lay  half-cut,  spread  out  on  huge, 
high  tufts,  and  dying. 

I  cried  again,  all  alone. 

How  sad  that  one  of  our  most  valuable 
institutions  is  allowed  to  be  idle! 

How  obvious  it  is  now  that  a  great  deal 
of  love  and  commitment  had  kept  Mas- 
sanetta clean,  full  of  flowers,  weeded,  and 
beautiful — before  it  was  closed  in  October 
1988. 

How  I  wish,  as  thousands  of  people 
wish,  that  Massanetta  would  open  again, 
soon! 

Our  Lord  needs  his  Conference  Center! 

Chi-Chi  Kern  edits  Shenandoah  Presb- 
ytery 's  page  in  The  Presbyteran  News.  She 
lives  in  Winchester,  Va. 


Our  religion  speaks  to  how  we  use  land,  resources 


By  Robert  Mulder 

Ethics,  or  the  lack  of  it,  seems 
to  be  in  the  headlines  a  lot  these 
days.  More  and  more  people 
seem  to  be  more  concerned 
about  themselves  than  the  con- 
sequences of  their  actions. 

There  is  a  pervading  sense  by 
many  that  society  has  let  slide 
its  standards  of  moral  judgment 
and  philosophy.  The  movement 
away  from  ethical  behavior  in 
personal  relationships  has  a 
parallel  in  how  we  treat  land  as 
well.  This  realization  that  our 
sense  of  land-use  ethics  was 
seriously  lacking  and  that  our 
God-given  natural  resources 
were  being  severely  damaged  led 
to  the  formation  of  the  interfaith 
Land  Stewardship  Council  of 
North  Carolina. 

The  purposes  of  the  council 
include  raising  consciousness 
about  our  calling  to  be  good 
stewards  of  the  land  and  natural 
resources;  speaking  with  a  pro- 
phetic voice  about  land  misuse 
and  abuse,  other  natural  re- 
source exploitation,  and  the 
temptation  of  greed  in  land  use; 
working  for  the  resolution  of 
land-use  issues  and  promoting 
examples  of  good  land  use 
through  forums,  discussions, 
workshops,  publications;  assist- 
ing congregations  and  regional 

|  and  statewide  officials  in  land 
use  and  physical  plant  planning 
within  the  context  of  the  theol- 
ogy, principles,  and  teaching  of 

jl  the  holy  Scriptures  and  good 

\ i  conservation  and  preservation 

I  principles. 

The  council  seeks  broadly 
*  based  consensus  and  support  for 
the  enduring  values  of  the  land. 
Why  have  the  spiritual  leaders 
of  many  of  North  Carolina's 


Jewish  and  Christian  congrega- 
tions become  involved  in  envir- 
onmental issues  as  shown  by 
their  support  of  the  Land  Ste- 
wardship Council?  Why  should 
they  even  bother? 

Churches  and  synagogues 
already  face  an  incredible 
number  of  challenges  these  days. 
They  are  fighting  to  improve  the 
plight  of  the  homeless,  the 
displaced,  battered  spouses, 
unwanted  children,  migrant 
workers — a  seemingly  endless 
list.  Where  does  a  concern  for 
God's  creation  fit  into  all  of  this, 
and  should  this  concern  be  more 
than  just  an  acknowledgement 
that  problems  exist? 

The  challenges  we  face  in 
cleaning  up  our  environment  are 
tremendous.  If  we  were  to  elim- 
inate all  forms  of  pollution 
tomorrow,  the  cost  to  clean  up 
the  mess  we  have  now  would  be 
staggering. 

Why  have  we  let  ourselves  get 
into  this  sad  state  of  affairs?  As 
I  mentioned  earlier,  I  think  it  is 
because  we  as  Judeo-Christians 
have  allowed  our  standards  of 
moral  judgment  and  philosophy 
to  become  dormant  as  it  relates 
to  land  use.  These  standards 
stem  from  the  heritage  of  reli- 
gious values,  principles,  and 
teachings  of  the  holy  Scriptures 
as  presented  in  the  Hebrew  and 
Christian  bibles. 

"A  land  use  ethic  is  a  state- 
ment of  moral  imperatives  con- 
cerning justice,  use  of  power, 
views  of  society  and  claims  of 
privileges  as  they  relate  to  plan- 
ning, development,  change-of- 
use,  management  conservation 
and  preservation  of  the  finite 
land  resource."  Please  take  note 
of  the  word  "finite."  Our  God- 
given  resources  are  exhaustible. 


and  yet  many  of  us  still  act  as 
if  our  lifelong  goal  is  to  have 
enough  to  waste. 

How  do  we  take  that  defini- 
tion of  land-use  ethics  and  put 
it  into  everyday  practice?  On  a 
large  scale,  for  instance,  we 
should  not  build  in  flood  plains 
(even  if  a  city  council  changes 
the  definition  of  a  flood  plain), 
nor  should  we  build  in  sensitive 
watershed  areas.  We  may  be 
allowed  to  do  some  of  these 
things  by  law,  but  that  does  not 
mean  it  is  necessarily  ethical. 

Instead  of  our  current  system 
of  ad  valorem  property  taxes, 
perhaps  we  should  be  looking  at 
land-value  taxation  as  a  disin- 
centive to  land  speculation  and 
leap-frog  development.  Indus- 
tries should  be  willing  to  use  the 
most  up-to-date  technology  to 
seriously  reduce  the  toxic  chem- 
icals they  release  into  the  air  and 
water.  We  as  prudent  consumers 
should  be  willing  to  support 
these  companies  even  if  it  means 
buying  their  products  at  a  higher 
cost. 

On  a  smaller  scale,  we  should 
recycle  our  aluminum,  glass, 
paper,  cardboard,  etc.  Our  con- 
cern about  air  pollution  and  the 
greenhouse  effect  should  be 
translated  into  action:  Drive  as 
if  your  current  tank  of  gasoline 
will  be  your  last,  stick  to  a 
conservation-minded  speed  limit 
of  55  miles  per  hour  on  major 
highways,  and  use  bus  and  rail 
service  over  driving  and  flying. 

If  you  are  in  the  market  for 
a  new  car,  reward  those  auto- 
makers who  produce  the  most 
fuel-efficient  vehicles  by  buying 
their  product.  Weekend  me- 
chanics should  take  their  old  oil 
to  a  recycling  center  rather  than 
dumping  it  in  a  ditch  or  taking 
it  to  the  landfill. 

We  are  told  in  Genesis  2:15 
that  "The  Lord  God  took  man 


and  settled  him  in  the  Garden 
of  Eden,  to  cultivate  and  care 
for  it." 

All  people  on  this  earth  bear 
the  awesome  task  of  protecting 
and  managing  God's  creation. 
Christians  and  Jews  should  be 
doing  it  in  a  manner  consistent 
with  our  scriptural  heritage.  This 
is  why  many  Jewish  and  Chris- 
tian congregations  are  teaching 
land  stewardship  as  a  way  of  life. 


Not  only  is  there  an  ethical  and 
moral  imperative  to  do  so,  but 
it  will  guarantee  that  God's 
creation  will  be  around  for 
future  generations  of  God's 
children. 

Robert  Mulder  is  president  of 
the  Land  Stewardship  Council, 
an  organization  to  which  the 
Synod  of  the  Mid-Atlantic  be- 
longs. 
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New  version  of  Bible  to  appear  after  15  years'  work 

First  scholarly  translation  in  nearly  40  years  is  a  'Bible  for  our  time' 


After  15  years  of  work  by  a 
committee  of  Old  and  New 
Testament  scholars,  a  new  revi- 
sion of  the  Bible  was  recently 
approved  by  the  Governing 
Board  of  the  National  Council 
of  Churches. 

The  New  Revised  Standard 
Version  is  scheduled  to  appear 
on  bookstore  shelves  in  1990. 
Also  appearing  will  be  auxiliary 
publications,  concordances, 
computer  disks,  and  videotapes 
of  the  new  version. 

The  most  recent  scholarly 
translation  came  in  1952  with  the 
publication  of  the  Revised 
Standard  Version. 

The  ecumenical  committee  of 
30  men  and  women  worked  on 
ancient  texts  of  the  Old  and  New 
Testament  and  compiled  the  new 
version  under  the  supervision  of 
the  National  Council  of 
Churches'  Division  of  Education 
and  Ministry.  The  division's 
associate  general  secretary,  Ar- 
thur O.  Van  Eck,  said  the  trans- 
lation was  precise;  translators 
considered  the  number  of  ways 
to  translate  a  word  in  a  context. 

Van  Eck  said  that  between  the 
committee's  attention  to  eu- 


phony to  make  the  new  version 
more  suitable  for  public  reading 
and  liturgical  use,  and  the  be- 
nefit of  a  different  perspective  on 
the  Scriptures,  the  new  revised 
version  is  a  "Bible  for  our  time." 

The  committee  paid  close 
attention  to  other  factors  during 
its  work.  When  it  tried  to  keep 
precise  translations  of  the  orig- 
inal languages  for  the  new  ver- 
sion, for  instance,  translators 
discovered  the  English  language 
has  a  male-bias  that  does  not 
occur  in  many  ancient  lan- 
guages. 

Committee  chair  Professor 
Bruce  Metzger  of  Princeton 
University,  a  Presbyterian,  said, 
"English  lacks  a  common 
gender,  third-person  pronoun, 
and  a  language  that  lacks  this 
gives,  in  course  of  expression,  a 
bias  to  a  masculine  gender.  The 
sense  of  what  the  author  was 
saying  is  distorted." 

For  example,  Matthew  6:30 
reads,  "O  men  of  little  faith"  in 
the  current  Revised  Standard 
Version,  and  in  the  new  version 
the  verse  reads,  "You  of  little 
faith." The  original  text  does  not 
refer  to  "men." 


The  intent  of  the  com- 
mittee was  to  provide 
greater  accuracy,  improve 
the  clarity  of  expression, 
and  adjust  renderings  that 
might  be  misunderstood. 

Metzger  made  clear  that  the 
new  version  is  not  related  to  the 
controversial  Inclusive  Lan- 
guage Lectionary,  which  avoids 
male  pronouns  when  referring  to 
God  and  humanity.  "We  are  not 
tampering  with  the  gender  of  the 
deity,"  he  said.  "God  remains 
'Our  Father,'  and  Jesus  Christ 
is  still  'the  Son  of  God,'  "  he  said. 

Metzger  said  the  intent  of  the 
committee  was  to  provide  great- 
er accuracy,  improve  the  clarity 
of  expression,  and  adjust  render- 
ings that  might  be  misunder- 
stood. "The  English  language 
changes,  and  nuances  of  words 
are  modified,"  he  said. 

In  the  current  version,  Psalm 
50:9  reads,  "I  will  accept  no  bull 
from  your  house."  The  revised 
edition  will  read,  "I  will  not 
accept  a  bull  from  your  house." 

Another  change  is  the  elimi- 
nation of  archaic  pronouns 


(thee,  thou,  and  thine)  and  verb 
forms  (art,  hast,  and  hadst)  in 
the  Psalms  and  other  prayers 
addressed  to  God.  The  commit- 
tee followed  the  pattern  of  the 
original  languages  of  the  Old 
and  New  Testaments  which 
make  no  distinction  between 
addressing  a  human  being  or  the 
deity.  References  to  God  will  not 
be  capitalized  but  will  be  lower 
case,  as  in  the  King  James 
Version. 

The  committee  also  tried  to 
make  the  Bible  easier  to  read 
aloud.  The  current  version  trans- 
lates Luke  19:32  as  "Those  that 
were  sent  went."  The  scholars 
believe  most  readers  will  find  it 
easier  to  say,  "Those  who  were 
sent  departed." 

Metzger  said  this  translation 
will  be  both  the  newest  and  the 
oldest,  because  the  scholars  used 
ancient  manuscripts  recently 
discovered.  The  Dead  Sea 
Scrolls  are  the  most  widely 
known  of  these  documents, 
which  predate  the  Greek  and 
Hebrew  texts  that  were  the  basis 
for  the  King  James  and  subse- 
quent translations. 

The  committee  for  the  new 


version  included  scholars  from 
most  major  American  denomi- 
nations, including  Roman  Ca- 
tholic and  Eastern  Orthodox 
churches,  as  well  as  a  Jewish 
biblical  expert.  Most  of  the 
scholars  specialize  in  one  or 
more  books  of  the  Bible. 

Since  1928,  the  National 
Council  of  Churches  (and  one 
of  its  predecessors,  the  Interna- 
tional Council  of  Religious 
Education)  has  held  the  copy- 
right on  the  Revised  Standard 
Version,  the  country's  major 
Bible  translation,  in  order  "to 
preserve  the  accuracy  of  the 
text." 

The  six  U.S.  publishers  li- 
censed to  produce  the  New 
Revised  Standard  Version  are 
Cambridge  University  Press, 
Holman  Bible  Publishers,  Tho- 
mas Nelson  Publishers,  Oxford 
University  Press,  World  Bible 
Publishers,  and  the  Zondervan 
Corporation.  The  American 
Bible  Society  has  also  been 
authorized  to  offer  the  version 
as  part  of  its  program,  and 
Collins,  Ltd.,  will  publish  a 
variant  in  Great  Britain. 


Video  on  'Celebrate'  curriculum  is  produced 


The  first  video  and  study 
guide  for  the  new  Presbyterian 
and  Reformed  Educational 
Ministries  (PREM)  Celebrate 
curriculum  has  just  been  com- 
pleted, announced  Robert  Jeam- 
bey,  director  of  communications 
for  the  Synod  of  Lakes  and 
Prairies.  Entitled  "People  Like 
Us,"  the  video  profiles  five 


individuals  and  their  personal 
encounters  with  death,  choices 
and  personal  ethics,  work  and 
calling,  and  worship  and  spirit- 
ual discipline. 

The  concept  for  the  video  was 
developed  by  the  Journey  into 
Faith  Coalition,  a  cooperative 
venture  of  the  Synods  of  Lakes 


and  Prairies,  Mid-America, 
Covenant,  Sun,  Trinity,  and 
Southern  California  and  Ha- 
waii. The  designers  of  PREM 
commissioned  the  coalition  in 
1987  to  produce  two  video 
courses  for  adult  study  of  the 
Celebrate  portion  of  the  new 
curriculum. 


Video  trains  elders  in  visiting 


The  Presbyterian  Church 
in  Canada  has  produced  a 
video,  What  Do  You  Say 
After  Hello?,  to  train  elders 
in  visiting. 

It  presents  four  typical 
visitations:  a  family  of 
members,  a  drop-out,  a 
member  in  a  nursing  home, 


and  a  newly  arrived  family. 
A  study  guide  accompanies 
the  video. 

To  order  f or  $26.95,  write 
Communication  Services, 
Presbyterian  Church  in  Can- 
ada, 50  Wynford  Drive,  Don 
Mills,  Ontario,  Canada  MSC 
IJ7. 
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Scotia  |^|  Village 

A  Continuing  Care  Retirement  Community 

Laurinburg,  North  Carolina 

A  new  dawn  is  quietly  breaking.  Never  before  has  there  been  anything  quite 
like  Scotia  Village. 

This  new  community  is  located  on  66  beautifully  wooded  acres  in 
Laurinburg,  North  Carolina.  Both  the  concept  and  design  of  Scotia  Village 
address  your  independence  and  security.  By  offering  a  variety  of  community 
facilities  to  its  residents  and  their  guests,  Scotia  Village  provides  an  abundance 
of  personal  services  that  are  tailored  to  a  quality  lifestyle.  And  best  of  all, 
quality  health  care  is  available  to  Scotia  Village's  residents  in  its  on-site,  state- 
of-the-art  Health  Center. 

Scotia  Village  may  very  well  be  the  lifestyle  and  the  community  that  will 
brighten  your  day. 


>  A  private,  non-profit  com- 
munity sponsored  by  The 
Presbyterian  Homes,  Inc., 
and  a  local  Board  of  Trustees 

1  A  community  with  residen- 
tial apartments,  cottages, 
common  facilities,  amenities 
and  an  on-site  Health  Center 


1  Adjacent  to  St.  Andrews 
Presbyterian  College  in 
Laurinburg 

1  A  variety  of  floor  plans  with 
special  design  and  safety 
features 

1  Comprehensive  common 
areas  and  amenities.  On-site 
Health  Center  staffed  by 


trained  nurses  with 
domiciliary  care  and  skilled 
nursing  care 

1  Services  designed  to  provide 
worry  free  living 

1  Financial  security  provided 
through  a  $3  million  fund 
raising  campaign  and  the 
continuing  care  concept 


For  Information  Write 
Scotia  Village 
2200  Elm  Avenue 
Laurinburg,  North  Carolina  28352 
or  Call  (919)  277-2000 


Video  promotes  environmental  stewardship 


A  new  video  educates  church  groups  on 
environmental  stewardship  in  the  home. 
The  Land  Stewardship  Council  produced 
the  video;  it  is  an  ecumenical  group  in  North 
Carolina  promoting  stewardship  of  the  land 
and  environment  based  on  biblical  princi- 
ples. The  synod  belongs  to  the  or- 


You  Haven't 
Changed 
In  Years! 

Are  they  saying  this 
about  you? 
To  find  out  more  about 
how  you  can  make  learn- 
ing, growing  and  changing 
a  lifelong  experience, 
contact  us. 

Please  send  me  more  information 
about  Montreat's  programs  and 
facilities. 


Name . 


Address 
City  


■  State. 


Zip. 


Mail  to:  Montreat  Conference  Center 
Post  Office  Box  969 
Montreat,  NC  28757 
704-669-2911  VflfBik 


SOUND  SYSTEMS 
and 

ELECTRONIC  ORGAN 
Service 
By 

Menken  and  Associates 

New  Installations  &  Updating 
Free  Estimates 


Charlotte,  N.C. 
(704)537-1025 


Call  Toll  Free 
1-800-283-9009 


ganization. 

May  This  Home  Be  Safe  quotes  I 
Corinthians  and  the  Psalms  to  illustrate  that 
all  people  are  united  as  citizens  of  the  earth. 
The  video  shows  people  using  household 
products  and  then  discarding  the  wastes 
without  regard  for  proper  disposal. 

Funding  for  the  video  came  from  the 
Episcopal  Church. 

For  more  information,  contact  the  Land 
Stewardship  Council,  Route  4,  Box  426, 
Pittsboro,  N.C.  27312. 

New  books  explore 
Islam  in  America 

With  prejudice  high  against  Muslims  in 
North  America,  Friendship  Press  has 
published  three  books  that  aim  to  inform 
American  and  Canadian  church  members 
about  Islam.  Friendship  Press  is  the 
publishing  imprint  of  the  National  Council 
of  Churches'  Commission  on  Education  for 
Mission. 

"Islam  is  the  fastest  growing  religion  on 
the  North  American  continent,"  said  the 
Rev.  R.  Marston  Speight,  a  Methodist 
pastor  and  director  of  the  National  Coun- 
cil's Office  on  Christian-Muslim  Relations. 
One-fifth  of  the  world's  population  and 
more  than  three  million  Americans  and 
Canadians  are  Muslims,  he  noted. 

Neighbors:  Muslims  in  North  America, 
by  the  Rev.  Elias  Mallon,  comprises 
interviews  with  nine  Muslims  on  their  faith, 
their  lives,  and  their  concerns.  Mallon  is 
a  Catholic  priest  and  associate  director  of 
the  Graymoor  Ecumenical  Institute. 

God  is  One:  The  Way  of  Islam  is  a  basic 
reference  on  Islam  for  Christians.  It 
explains  the  Islamic  faith  and  highlights 
points  of  agreement  for  Christians  and 
Muslims,  such  as  devotion  to  one  God. 

One  God,  Two  Faiths:  When  Christians 
and  Muslims  Meet,  by  Sarah  Klos,  is  a  six- 
session  study  guide  for  use  with  God  is  One. 

To  order  the  books,  contact  the  Friend- 
ship Press  Distribution  Office,  P.O.  Box 
37844,  Cincinnati,  Ohio  45222-0844. 
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President-emeritus  Mable 
McLean  of  Barber-Scotia 
College  was  one  of  four  wom- 
en to  receive  annual  Women 
of  Faith  awards  at  the  Wom- 
en's Breakfast  at  the  General 
Assembly.  Last  year,  she 
received  the  first  annual 
award  for  outstanding  service 
in  education  in  the  Presbyter- 
ian Church  (U.S.A.).  She 
retired  after  the  1987-88  aca- 
demic year.  The  others  receiv- 
ing the  awards  were  Lila 
Miller,  Ana  Ines  Braulio- 
Corchado,  and  Gray  Panther 
founder  Margaret  Kuhn. 


***** 


Vice-President  for  Aca- 
demic Affairs  Robert  Willi- 
ams of  Davidson  College  was 
one  of  15  Americans  to  take 
part  in  the  first  Soviet-Amer- 
ican Art  Summit  in  Moscow 
in  early  June.  It  was  the 
highest-level  meeting  between 
Soviet  and  American  art 
dealers,  museum  administra- 
tors, artists,  and  scholars.  The 
meeting's  main  design  was  to 
teach  Soviet  artists,  curators, 
and  government  officials  how 
to  deal  art  effectively  in  the 
modern  world  market. 

Williams  wrote  Russian 

Art  and  American  Money,  a 

book  on  clandestine  Soviet 

government  sales  of  Russian 

art  to  western  buyers  between 

1928  and  1938. 

***** 

A  woman  from  within  the 
synod  has  received  Montreat- 
Anderson  College's  Distin- 
guished Service  Award;  she 
was  one  of  two  women  to 
receive  the  award,  the  first 
time  in  its  73  years  that  it  has 
gone  to  more  than  one  per- 
son. Mary  Ayers  Campbell  of 
Hickory,  N.C.,  was  one  recip- 
ient this  year;  the  other  was 
Edna  Moody  of  Houston, 
Tex.  The  award  honors  indi- 
viduals "who  show  their  belief 
in  and  support  of  Christian 
higher  education"  and  who 
have  served  their  church  and 
community. 

Campbell  has  served  as  an 
elder  at  First  Church  in  Hick- 
ory and  has  been  active  on 
presbytery  and  synod  levels. 
Moody  has  been  an  elder  at 
First  Church  in  Houston. 


Church  leader 
Warner  Hall  dies 

Longtime  Charlotte,  N.C., 
Presbyterian  leader  Warner  Hall 
died  in  March  after  a  long 
illness.  He  was  81. 

Hall  was  pastor  of  Covenant 
Church  in  Charlotte  from  1946 
to  1971,  then  executive  director 
of  the  Presbyterian  Foundation 
for  the  Presbyterian  Church 
U.S.  until  his  retirement  in  1981. 
He  was  for  many  years  chair  of 
the  trustees  at  Davidson  College; 
he  also  played  a  leading  role  in 
the  founding  of  St.  Andrews 
Presbyterian  College. 

In  Charlotte,  he  was  noted  for 
his  role  in  civil  rights.  He  chaired 
the  Charlotte-Mecklenburg 
Community  Relations  Commit- 
tee during  the  late  1960s  and 
helped  lead  efforts  to  peacefully 
desegregate  Charlotte. 

At  one  time  during  his  tenure 
at  Covenant  Church,  the  pastors 
of  two  other  large  Charlotte 
churches  were  the  Rev.  James  A. 
Jones,  later  president  of  Union 
Seminary  in  Virginia,  and  the 
Rev.  Charles  E.S.  Kraemer,  later 
president  of  the  Presbyterian 
School  of  Christian  Education. 
The  three  were  well-known  in 
Presbyterian  circles  as  friends 
and  leaders. 

A  native  of  Covington,  Tenn., 
he  graduated  from  Southwest- 
ern at  Memphis,  now  Rhodes 
College,  in  1929  and  earned  a 
theological  degree  from  Louis- 
ville Presbyterian  Seminary 

Former  PSCE  prof 
Robert  Boyd  dies  at  80 


Dr.  Warner  Hall 

in  1932.  Hall  earned  a  doctorate 
from  the  University  of  Edin- 
burgh in  1934. 

Before  coming  to  Charlotte, 
he  held  pastorates  in  Mississippi, 
Kentucky,  and  Alabama.  In  the 
Presbyterian  Church  U.S.,  he 
was  moderator  of  the  old  Synod 
of  Alabama  in  1945  and  of  the 
old  Synod  of  North  Carolina  in 
1961. 

Surviving  are  his  wife,  Lucy; 
a  son,  Warner  Hall  Jr.  of  Ra- 
leigh, N.C.;  a  daughter,  Nancy 
Grimes  of  Charlottesville,  Va.; 
and  five  grandchildren. 


Dr.  Robert  Boyd  died  in  late 
March  at  the  age  of  80.  He  was 
Martin  Ryerson  Turnbull  Profes- 
sor of  Bible  at  the  Presbyterian 
School  of  Christian  Education 
from  1952  to  1970.  He  also  served 
as  pastor  of  Crestwood  Church  in 
Richmond,  Va.,  from  1970  to  1977 
and  had  served  as  pastor  of  St. 
Andrews  Church  in  Charlotte, 
N.C.,  from  1942  to  1952. 

A  native  of  Raleigh,  N.C.,  Boyd 
earned  bachelor's  and  master's 
degree  from  the  College  of  Cha- 
rleston, theological  degrees  from 
Columbia  Seminary,  and  a  doc- 
torate from  Union  Seminary  in 


Virginia.  He  served  as  pastor  of 
churches  in  South  Carolina  and 
Georgia  before  going  to  Charlotte. 

While  in  Charlotte  as  a  pastor, 
he  also  taught  Hebrew  and 
Greek  part  time  at  Johnson  C. 
Smith  University  and  Greek, 
Latin,  and  philosophy  at  Queens 
College. 

He  retired  in  1977. 

Surviving  are  his  wife,  Ade- 
laide Baker  Boyd;  two  daugh- 
ters, Mary  Donehower  of  Jack- 
sonville Beach,  Fla.,  and  Carol 
Lawrimore  of  Hemingway,  S.C.; 
and  a  brother,  Dr.  William  Boyd 
of  Racine,  Wis. 


Man  leaves  St.  Andrews  $100,000 


St.  Andrews  Presbyterian 
College  has  received  $100,000 
from  the  estate  of  philanthropist 
Jack  Burris  Sr.  of  High  Point, 
N.C.,  who  died  in  Jaanuary  at 
age  95.  The  gift  will  go  to  fund 
operating  costs. 

The  college  named  its  Jack 
Burris  Rehabilitation  Center  in 

Foundation  gives 
Peace  $15,000 

Peace  College  has  received  a 
$15,000  gift  from  the  Josephus 
Daniels  Charitable  Foundation 
to  add  to  the  school's  Josephus 
Daniels  Scholarship  Fund.  Re- 
cipients are  worthy  students 
from  the  coverage  area  of  The 
News  and  Observer,  the  Raleigh 
newspaper  owned  by  the  Daniels 
family. 

Josephus  Daniels  was  editor 
and  publisher  of  the  newspaper 
from  1894  to  1948.  He  also 
served  as  U.S.  ambassador  to 
Mexico  and  secretary  of  the 
Navy. 

His  wife,  Adelaide,  attended 
Peace  and  served  as  the  college's 
first  female  trustee. 


his  honor  when  it  was  built  in 
the  1970s.  Burris  gave  $100,000 
then  to  help  build  it.  The  Burris 
Center  is  the  college's  health 
facility,  and  it  houses  a  20-bed 
facility  for  some  of  the  college's 
50  disabled  students  (including  24 
quadriplegics).  The  college  oper- 
ates its  rehabilitation  services  to 


disabled  students  out  of  the  center. 

Burris  rose  from  a  poor  back- 
ground to  make  millions  of 
dollars  from  investments  in 
stocks  of  insurance  companies. 
He  gave  much  of  that  wealth  to 
charitable  causes.  He  was  a 
member  of  First  Presbyterian 
Church  in  High  Point. 


Housing  project  for 
farm  workers  proceeds 


A  planned  housing  develop- 
ment for  migrant  farm  workers 
sponsored  by  the  North  Carol- 
ina Council  of  Churches  is  closer 
to  reality  after  a  U.S.  judge  ruled 
in  the  development's  favor, 
Sister  Evelyn  Mattern  of  the 
Council  told  the  N.C.  Council 
of  Churches  Housing  Develop- 
ment Corporation,  a  separate 
corporation  the  Council  formed 
to  build  the  housing.  The  Coun- 
cil went  to  court  when  the  federal 
Farmers  Home  Administration 
said  there  was  no  need  for  such 
housing  in  Johnston  County, 
North  Carolina. 


Mattern  is  president  of  the 
corporation  and  program  asso- 
ciate with  the  Council. 

The  project  has  been  contro- 
versial in  the  area.  It  was  unable 
to  proceed  without  the  federal 
agency's  approval. 

Last  October,  Magistrate 
Wallace  Dixon  of  the 
U.S. District  Court  ruled  in  favor 
of  the  Council. 

In  March,  Judge  F.T.  Dupree 
Jr.  adopted  Dixon's  ruling. 

Mattern  said  that  discussions 
between  the  Council,  federal 
agency,  and  attorneys  will  lead 
to  a  definitive  market  study. 


Photo  by  Ron  Rice 


"John  Witherspoon"  returned  to  Philadelphia  to  preach  at 
the  closing  service  of  the  Presbyterian  Bicentennial. 


Dean  named  at  Warren  Wilson 


Dr.  Spencer  McWilliams 
has  been  named  dean  of 
Warren  Wilson  College.  He 
had  been  acting  dean  of  arts 
and  sciences  at  Winthrop 
College.  McWilliams  began 
serving  at  Warren  Wilson  on 
July  1. 

He  holds  a  bachelor's  de- 
gree in  psychology  from  Ca- 
lifornia State  University  and 
a  doctorate  in  psychology 
from  the  University  of  Ro- 


chester. He  taught  psychol- 
ogy at  the  University  of  Ariz- 
ona and  Winthrop. 

In  addition,  McWilliams 
has  been  a  public-health  re- 
presentative in  Baltimore, 
Md.,  director  of  research  and 
evaluation  at  a  medical  center 
in  Tucson,  Ariz.,  and  a  vis- 
iting research  fellow  at  the 
Royal  Free  Hospital  School 
of  Medicine  at  the  University 
of  London  in  England. 


3  seminary  students  get  awards 


Three  students  at  Johnson  C. 
Smith  Seminary  received  awards 
for  academic  achievement  and 
for  commitment  and  potential 
service  in  the  ministry.  They  are 
Marvin  Williams,  Sylvia  Wil- 
son, and  Jimmy  Hawkins. 

Williams  received  the 
Achievement  Award  for  the 
highest  academic  average  among 
graduating  seniors.  He  also 


received  the  R.C.  Briggs  Award 
in  New  Testament. 

Wilson  received  the  Arthur  H. 
George  Tuition  Award,  which 
goes  to  a  rising  senior  excelling 
in  student  pastoral  ministry. 

Hawkins  received  the  H.  Eu- 
gene Houston  Memorial  Scho- 
larship for  his  interest  in  Pres- 
byterian polity  and  grades. 


Some  facts  about  synod 


Here  are  some  facts  about 
the  Synod  of  the  Mid-Atlan- 
tic: 

Area:  The  synod  covers 
four  states  (Delaware,  Mary- 
land, Virginia,  and  North 
Carolina),  the  District  of 
Columbia,  and  eight  counties 
in  West  Virginia.  This  total 
area  is  nearly  110,000  square 
miles. 

Population:  Out  of  a  total 
population  in  that  area  of 
nearly  18  million,  there  are 
347,000  Presbyterians,  about 
two  percent  of  the  total.  That 
membership  forms  12  percent 
of  the  total  for  the  Presby- 
terian Church  (U.S.A.),  se- 
cond among  the  16  synods. 
Giving  also  accounts  for 
about  12  percent  of  the  de- 
nomination's total. 

Churches:  There  are  1493 
churches;  average  member- 
ship is  243.  Twenty-seven  are 


Korean,  15  of  those  in  the 
District  of  Columbia. 

Presbyteries:  By  July,  fol- 
lowing organization  of  new 
presbyteries  in  North  Carol- 
ina and  Virginia,  there  will  be 
13;  eight  of  those  will  be  new 
in  1989,  while  five  will  remain 
unchanged.  In  number  of 
churches,  they  range  from 
New  Castle's  55  to  195  in  the 
new  Coastal  Carolina  Presby- 
tery. 

Contributions:  In  1986, 
Presbyterians  in  this  region 
gave  nearly  $137  million  in 
regular  contributions.  Of  that 
amount,  $8.1  million  went  to 
presbytery  mission,  $2.8  mil- 
lion to  synod  mission,  and  a 
total  of  $20  million  to  Presb- 
yterian mission  (beyond  the 
congregation).  In  all  those 
categories,  the  synod  ranked 
first  among  all  synods. 
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AMONG  THE 
PRESBYTERIES 

News  from  around  the  Synod 


New  Castle  commended 
for  peace  emphasis 


The  201st  General  Assembly 
meeting  in  Philadelphia  honored 
New  Castle  Presbytery's 
achievement  of  50  percent  of  its 
churches  adopting  the  "Commit- 
ment to  Peacemaking."  Those 
presbyteries  that  have  reached 
this  goal  received  a  stained-glass 
dove  presented  during  the  As- 
sembly to  a  representative  from 
the  presbytery. 

At  the  March  18  meeting  of 
New  Castle  Presbytery,  Port 
Deposit  Church  was  the  28th 
church  to  be  recognized  as 


having  adopted  the  commit- 
ment. The  Peace  and  World 
Justice  Task  Force  with  Ann 
Jarrett  as  chair  has  a  banner  with 
a  peace  dove  on  it,  and  flowers 
are  added  for  each  church  that 
adopts  the  commitment.  Anoth- 
er banner  lists  the  churches  by 
name. 

The  letter,  addressed  to  the 
stated  clerk,  John  Shaw,  was 
sent  from  the  office  of  James 
Andrews,  stated  clerk  of  the 
Assembly. 


75%  of  Charlotte 
churches  take  part 
in  2<P  program 

Pennies  do  add  up.  Over  75 
percent  of  the  churches  in  the 
Presbytery  of  Charlotte  partic- 
ipate in  the  Two-cents-a-Meal 
program.  Since  1982  the  dona- 
tions from  the  churches  have 
totaled  $736,435. 

Among  the  recipients  over  the 
past  six  years  have  been  Crisis 
Assistance  Ministry,  Friendship 
Trays,  Charlotte  Area  Fund, 
Anson  County  Inter-Church 
Council,  and  the  Senior  Care 
Network  at  Presbyterian  Hospital. 

The  presbytery  offers  infor- 
mation on  the  program  to  its 
churches  through  a  video,  slides, 
and  the  hunger-action  enabler, 
Scottie  Lindsay. 

A  new  publication  is  available 
for  churches  to  learn  needs  in 
the  community.  The  Caring/ 
Sharing  News  is  published  for 
the  Christian  community  of 
Charlotte/ Mecklenburg.  The 
purpose  is-to  increase  awareness 
of  the  basic  needs  of  the  poor, 
the  hungry,  and  the  homeless  in 
the  community;  to  encourage 
and  enable  Christians  to  respond 
to  those  needs;  and  to  advocate 
for  changes  in  the  conditions 
that  perpetuate  those  needs. 


Historic  coincidences 
mark  sermon  at  last 
Blue  Ridge  meeting 


Ben  Lacy  Rose,  former  mod- 
erator of  the  Presbyterian 
Church  U.S.,  preached  the  final 
sermon  for  Blue  Ridge  Presby- 
tery in  late  April  when  it  held 
its  last  meeting  at  Hampden- 
Sydney  College.  His  preface  to 
the  sermon  noted  some  coinci- 
dences that  will  likely  interest 
history  buffs: 

"I  am  grateful  for  the  honor 
given  to  me  in  inviting  me  to 
preach  on  this  occasion.  But  I 
wish  we  were  meeting  some- 
where else  than  in  this  church. 
IH  tell  you  why. 

"My  great-great-grandfather, 
the  Rev.  Benjamin  Holt  Rice, 
was  pastor  of  this  church  130 
years  ago,  and  my  career  has 
followed  his  to  a  surprising, 
almost  frightening,  degree.  I 
inherited  my  name  'Benjamin' 
from  him.  He  gave  it  to  his 
grandson,  my  grandfather,  and 
I  was  named  for  my  grandfather. 
He  was  ordained  to  the  ministry 
in  the  Small  Grove  Presbyterian 
Church  in  Kenansville,  N.C., 
and  125  years  later  I  was  or- 
dained to  the  ministry  in  that 


Salem  provides  for  child  care 
in  presbytery,  group  meetings 


Cape  Fear  Valley  changes  name 


Cape  Fear  Valley  Presbytery 
has  had  to  change  its  name  as 
the  result  of  a  ruling  by  the 
synod's  Permanent  Judicial 
Commission.  That  body  ruled 
that  the  name  too  closely  re- 
sembled that  of  one  of  the 
antecedent  presbyteries,  Cape 


Fear  Presbytery. 

The  new  presbytery  voted  in 
late  May  to  take  as  its  new  name 
Coastal  Carolina  Presbytery. 
The  presbytery  is  located  in  the 
southeastern  quarter  of  North 
Carolina. 


Salem  Presbytery  has  taken 
steps  to  ensure  child  care  for 
people  participating  in  meetings 
of  the  presbytery  and  its  com- 
mittees. The  presbytery  adopted 
a  policy  on  child  care  at  its  April 
meeting. 

For  presbytery  meetings,  the 
policy  requires  the  host  church 
to  provide  child  care  for  all 
regular  and  called  meetings. 
Parents  are  responsible  for 
making  reservations  and  provid- 
ing meals  for  their  children. 
Commissioners  who  fail  to  meet 
reservation  deadlines,  or  their 


church,  will  be  responsible  for 
caring  for  their  children. 

For  committee  meetings,  the 
presbytery  pays  $2  per  hour  per 
family  for  child  care  during  the 
meetings  and  the  time  spent 
traveling  to  and  from  them. 
Parents  are  responsible  for 
arranging  care,  which  is  a  vou- 
chered  expense.  The  presbytery 
in  adopting  this  provision  said, 
"Since  committees  are  a  vital 
ingredient  in  the  work  of  Salem 
Presbytery,  we  indicate  to  par- 
ents that  we  are  concerned  about 
their  participation." 


Baltimore  exec  experiences  3rd  world 


By  Julie  Helms 

Everyone  in  Baltimore  Presb- 
ytery knows  who  Herb  Valentine 
is:  the  executive  of  the  presby- 
tery, a  competent  fiscal  manag- 
er, an  innovative  mission  prom- 
oter, the  rational  organization 
administrator,  a  Presbyterian's 
Presbyterian. 

But  everyone  does  not  know 
Herb  Valentine  as  the  Oakland, 
Cal.,  schoolboy  who  felt  stung 
whenever  he  witnessed  racial  or 
social  discrimination  against  his 
friends.  And  everyone  does  not 
know  the  18-year-old  Herb 
Valentine  who  spent  the  summer 
of  1954  travelling  down  Mexi- 
co's west  coast  and  up  its  east 
coast;  who  "bummed  around  the 
country,  living  in  cheap  board- 
ing houses,  camping";  whose 
first  experience  in  this  Third- 
World  culture  created  an  indel- 
ible impression  and  enduring 
influence  on  his  life. 

"There  were  no  blinding 
flashes,  there  was  no  Damascus 
road  for  me,"  he  said.  Rather, 
Herb  Valentine  has  amassed  an 
"accumulative  experience"  of 
the  injustice  that  economic 
systems  and  institutions  can 
inflict  on  human  beings. 

Valentine  returned  to  Mexico 
in  1982  when  Walter  Owensby, 
then  director  of  IDEA  (Interna- 
tional Designs  for  Economic 


The  Rev.  Herb  Valentine  (left)  with  Dimas  Herrera,  president 
of  El  Varillo  Council  in  El  Salvador. 


Awareness),  led  a  study  tour  of 
the  country.  And  since  then,  he 
has  visited  Costa  Rica,  Nicara- 
gua, El  Salvador,  Guatemala, 
and  Honduras  on  five  separate 
occasions.  The  reasons  for  each 
trip  are  diverse:  personal  study 


leave;  travel  with  Bob  Andrews 
of  New  Castle  Presbytery;  a 
Baltimore  City  delegation  to  its 
Sister  City  of  El  Varillo  in  El 
Salvador;  and  most  recently,  a 
tour  sponsored  by  Baltimore 
Presbytery's  Global  Mission 


Committee. 

But  the  focus  of  Valentine's 
activity  on  all  trips  is  consistent. 
He  has  interviewed  U.S.  embas- 
sy and  local  government  person- 
nel; has  spoken  with  church 
workers;  has  studied  the  Spanish 
language;  and  has  lived  with, 
learned  from,  and  loved  the 
peoples  of  Central  America. 

In  all  those  countries  (except 
Nicaragua),  "One  sees  vast  pov- 
erty among  the  great  majority, 
vast  wealth  among  a  tiny  minor- 
ity, and  very  little  middle  class. 
The  benefits  of  capitalism  accrue 
to  very  few."  In  the  feudalistic 
land-holding  systems  prevalent 
throughout  Central  America, 
the  peasants  have  been  obligated 
to  grow  cash  crops  and  have 
therefore  been  unable  to  sustain 
themselves.  They  must  pay  high 
prices  to  meet  even  their  basic 
survival  needs — beans  and  rice. 

Commenting  on  an  economic 
comparison  between  the  United 
States  and  the  countries  of 
Central  America,  Valentine  uses 
words  like,  "mirrors,  micro- 
cosms, caricatures,  and  distor- 
tions" to  describe  a  very  com- 
plicated situation  where  "every- 
thing is  systemic  and  everything 
is  interrlated."  He  recites  his 
favorite  quotation  (from  Oliver 
Wendell  Holmes):  "For  simplic- 
ity before  complexity  I  wouldn't 
give  a  fig;  for  simplicity  beyond 


same  church. 

"He  ministered  in  churches  in 
eastern  North  Carolina  and  so 
did  I.  He  served  churches  in 
Virginia — and  so  have  I.  He  was 
moderator  of  the  General  As- 
sembly— and  so  was  I.  And,  on 
February  17,  1856,  he  was  al- 
most exactly  the  same  age  as  I 
am  right  now,  74.  While  preach- 
ing in  this  very  pulpit  on  that 
date  he  had  a  stroke  and  died! 

"That  is  why  I  wish  we  were 
meeting  somewhere  else.  I  do 
hope  the  Lord  will  let  me  finish 
my  sermon;  Grandpa  didn't.  But 
if  He  doesn't,  that's  okay  with 
me;  I'm  ready  to  go,  and  what 
better  time  and  place  to  be  taken 
than  when  preaching  the  gospel 
in  the  Lord's  house. 

"With  that  happy  prospect  in 
mind,  let's  get  on  with  the  service." 

Rose  did  finish  his  sermon 
that  day  and  is  still  with  us. 

Blue  Ridge  Presbytery  went 
out  of  existence  at  the  end  of 
June;  most  of  its  congregations 
went  into  the  new  Presbytery  of 
the  Peaks,  while  others  went  into 
the  new  Presbytery  of  the  James. 

Ben  Johnson 
leads  special 
series 

Presbyterian  churches  in  the 
Kannapolis,  N.C.,  area,  in  Char- 
lotte Presbytery,  celebrated  the 
Bicentennial  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church  (U.S.A.)  with  a  three- 
day  event  May  21-23  featuring 
Dr.  Ben  Johnson,  professor  of 
evangelism  and  church  growth 
at  Columbia  Seminary  and  a 
noted  workshop  leader  on  evan- 
gelism. The  series  began  with  a 
communion  service  on  the  even- 
ing of  May  21  and  ended  with 
a  service  the  evening  of  May  23; 
Johnson  preached  all  three 
evenings. 

The  morning  of  May  22, 
Johnson  led  a  workshop  for 
layfolk  on  "Prayer  and  Spiritual 
Renewal";  Charlotte  Presbytery 
sponsored  it,  and  it  was  open  to 
the  entire  presbytery.  The  final 
day,  Johnson  led  a  workshop  for 
pastors  on  "Pastoral  Spiritual- 
ity," again  sponsored  by  and 
open  to  the  presbytery. 

The  Rev.  Lonnie  Darnell  II, 
pastor  of  Second  Church  in 
Kannapolis,  said,  "The  area 
churches  were  united  through 
these  days  in  a  beautiful  spirit 
of  prayer,  worship,  and  fellow- 
ship." 

Funds  left  over  from  the  event 
will  go  to  local  mission  projects. 

Churches  participating  in  the 
celebration  included  First,  Se- 
cond, Bethpage,  Royal  Oaks, 
Kirkwood,  and  Covenant  of 
Kannapolis  and  Bethpage  and 
Flow  Harris  of  Concord. 

complexity  I'd  give  you  almost 
anything." 

"Each  trip  keeps  reminding 
me  of  fundamental  Biblical 
values,"  he  said.  "Nothing  on 
earth  is  pure.  People  are  corrupt- 
ible, and  we  must  be  aware  of 
our  own  corporate  sin  in  this 
country.  Each  trip  sharpens  my 
awareness  of  the  economic, 
spiritual,  and  biospheric  dispar- 
ities in  our  world.  And  each  trip 
makes  me  more  of  a  world 
citizen." 

Julie  Helms  edits  Baltiniore 
Presbytery's  page  in  The  Pres- 
byterian News. 
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19S9  graduates  give  plans 


On  June  2,  four  residents  of 
the  Preparation  for  Adult  Living 
(PAL)  program  experienced  the 
excitement  and  anticipation  that 
many  troubled  youth  never  have 
a  chance  to  experience.  They 
walked  onto  a  stage  and  received 
their  diplomas.  They  graduated 
from  high  school. 

There  are  many  reasons  why 
troubled  children  may  never 
graduate  from  high  school. 
Oftentimes  social,  emotional,  or 
academic  problems  upset  a 
child's  priorities,  causing  him  or 
her  to  care  less  about  grades  and 
focus  more  on  the  problems. 
Such  children  may  skip  school, 
or  give  it  a  low  priority  com- 
pared to  tragic  circumstances 
facing  their  young  lives.  Either 
way,  their  grades  suffer  and 
failure  may  be  imminent.  The 
child  may  get  so  behind  that  he 
or  she  decides  to  drop  out  of 
school. 

But  fortunately  for  our  four 
graduates,  Jennifer  Bauguess, 
James  Goodine,  Stephen  John- 
son, and  James  Taylor,  they  had 
the  PAL  program.  This  program 
serves  a  maximum  of  12  youths 
aged  16  to  20  who  have  some 
social,  emotional,  or  academic 
problems.  The  program  helps 
youths  finish  school,  get  a  job, 
and  learn  how  to  live  on  their 
own. 

At  PAL,  youths  attend  public 
school  and  may  have  a  part-time 
job  in  the  community.  They 
learn  "life  skills"  such  as  cook- 
ing, cleaning,  laundry,  filling  out 
job  applications,  paying  bills, 
balancing  checkbooks,  and  app- 
lying for  student  loans  and 
colleges,  just  to  name  a  few. 

PAL  staff  members  encourage 
residents  to  apply  themselves  in 
school,  but  they  also  let  the 
youths  know  that  if  they  want 
to  succeed  they  have  to  help 
themselves.  If  a  high-school 
diploma  does  not  look  promis- 
ing, the  staff  encourages  resi- 
dents to  get  a  graduate-equival- 
ent degree.  College  or  technical 
school  attendance  is  also  ad- 
vised. 


The  proud  graduates  are  (left  to  right)  Stephen  Johnson,  Jennifer 
Bauguess,  James  Goodine,  and  James  Taylor. 


With  the  help  of  the  PAL 
staff,  our  1989  graduates  have 
made  the  following  plans: 

Jennifer  Bauguess 

Jennifer  came  to  PAL  in 
August  1988.  She  has  excelled 
in  the  program  and  at  South 
Iredell  High  School,  where  she 
often  made  the  honor  roll. 
Jennifer  won  a  $200  scholarship 
from  Credit  Women's  Interna- 
tional to  attend  Mitchell  Com- 
munity College.  She  plans  to 
work  full-time  this  summer,  and 
part-time  while  attending  Mit- 
chell. Her  goals  are  to  major  in 
accounting,  and  to  continue 
living  at  PAL  until  February  of 
1990.  At  that  time  she  wants  to 
live  independently  with  her 
daughter  Latasha. 

James  Goodine 

James  came  to  PAL  in  1986 
after  successfully  completing  the 
Adolescent  Center  program.  He 
is  especially  proud  of  his  gradua- 
tion because  he  is  the  first  in  his 
family  to  do  so.  James  plans  to 
move  to  Winston-Salem  in  mid- 
June  where  he  will  attend  For- 
syth Technical  College.  He  will 
work  full-time  to  support  him- 
self, and  go  to  school  part-time. 
He  hopes  to  eventually  get  a 
four-year  degree   in  physi- 


Agencies  help  each  other 


The  Family  and  Child  Devel- 
opment Center  (FCDC)  has 
been  providing  high-quality  care 
to  area  children  since  it  opened 
in  1969.  Over  the  years  many 
relationships  between  the  FCDC 
and  the  community  have  been 
formed.  But  none  of  these  rela- 
tionships has  been  as  mutually 
beneficial  as  the  one  between  it 
and  the  local  high  school,  South 
Iredell. 

For  many  years  a  course 
called  "Child  Care  Services"  has 
been  offered  to  juniors  and 
seniors  at  South  Iredell.  Marie 
Fitzgerald,  a  home-economics 
teacher,  teaches  the  course. 
Students  who  complete  two 
years  of  this  course  will  meet  the 
state  requirements  for  certifica- 
tion in  child  care  upon  their 
graduation,  and  once  they  are  18 
will  be  eligible  for  employment 
in  the  child-care  field. 

A  very  important  part  of  this 
course  is  the  twice-weekly  visits 
these  students  make  to  the 
FCDC.  These  visits  help  stu- 
dents learn  about  child  care 
through  first-hand  experience, 
and  in  turn  give  Center  staff 
eager  volunteers. 

The  relationship  between  the 


students  and  Center  staff  has 
repeatedly  been  a  good  one.  For 
four  years  the  students  have 
raised  money  to  donate  such 
items  as  picnic  tables,  toys,  and 
books  to  the  Center.  Fitzgerald 
said  her  students  raised  this 
money  because  they  wanted  to 
show  the  Center  how  much  they 
appreciated  being  able  to  come 
there  to  learn. 

The  Center  has  hired  several 
students  over  the  years  through 
South  Iredell's  DECA  (Distrib- 
utive Education  Clubs  of  Amer- 
ica) club.  This  year  Wanda 
Norkett,  who  is  a  South  senior 
and  employee  through  DECA  at 
the  Center,  wrote  a  letter  nom- 
inating Center  Director  Fran 
Oliver  for  Boss  of  the  Year.  Fran 
won  and  was  awarded  an  Out- 
standing Service  Award  in  May. 

Providing  high-quality  day 
care  for  children  so  that  they  will 
learn,  grow,  and  be  healthy  is 
the  main  purpose  and  service  of 
the  FCDC.  Being  able  to  help 
young  men  and  women  in  the 
community  with  their  career 
choices  and  even  to  help  prepare 
them  for  families  of  their  own 
is  just  icing  on  the  cake. 


cal  therapy. 

Stephen  Johnson 

Steve  came  to  PAL  in  1987 
after  successfully  completing  the 
Adolescent  Center  program.  He 
made  the  honor  roll  at  South 
Iredell,  and  worked  part-time  at 
the  Family  and  Child  Develop- 
ment Center.  His  plans  are  to 
attend  Mitchell  Community 
College  for  a  year  while  still 
living  at  PAL  and  working  full- 
time  at  the  FCDC.  Then  Steve 
wants  to  transfer  to  a  four-year 
college  where  he  will  get  a  degree 
in  criminal  justice.  Steve  said, 
"In  10  years  I  will  be  a  criminal 
lawyer,  or  be  working  in  the  field 
with  juveniles,  hoping  to  give 
them  a  second  chance  in  life  as 
Barium  has  given  me."  Steve  is 
an  advanced  dance  student  and 
will  continue  at  Academy  Dance 
Art  in  Statesville  as  a  member 
of  the  Senior  Troupe. 

James  Taylor  (J.T.) 

J.T.  came  to  PAL  in  July 
1988.  His  plans  are  to  attend 
Mitchell  Community  College 
while  living  at  PAL  at  least  one 
more  year.  He  is  undecided  on 
a  major.  J.T.  has  made  a  lot  of 
progress  in  the  year  he  has  been 
at  PAL.  He  will  work  this 
summer  through  the  JTPA  (Job 
Training  Partnership  Act). 

Messengers 
being  sought 

Barium  Springs  Home  for 
Children  has  begun  a  new  pro- 
gram to  provide  better  commun- 
ication between  the  individuals 
in  the  church  and  the  home. 

The  Synod  of  North  Carolina 
and  now  the  Synod  of  the  Mid- 
Atlantic  have  served  North 
Carolina's  children  and  families 
through  Barium  Springs  for  98 
years. 

It  is  important  that  the  people 
who  support  this  arm  of  the 
church  are  as  well-informed  as 
possible  about  the  needs  and 
services  of  this  vital  mission. 

Individuals  will  be  recruited  as 
"Barium  Messengers"  in  each 
church  to  serve  as  liaison  be- 
tween the  home  and  their 
church.  Messengers  will  first  be 
established  in  churches  of  the 
Presbytery  of  Charlotte.  The 
home  expects  to  expand  to  other 
presbyteries  in  North  Carolina 
in  the  coming  months. 

If  you  are  interested  in  serv- 
ing, know  of  others  who  may  be, 
or  would  like  more  information, 
please  call  Reade  Baker  collect 
at  (704)  872-4157. 


...Or 
So  It 
Seems 


At  the  Annual  Program  Meet- 
ing of  the  North  Carolina  Child 
Care  Association  held  in  early 
May,  33  workshops  were  offered 
to  the  250  registrants.  Six  work- 
shops were  led  by  Barium  staff 
members.  My  appreciation,  con- 
gratulations, and  respect  go  to: 

Rochelle  Haimes,  campus 
administrator 

Colin  Johnson,  Pre-Adoles- 
cent  Center  social  worker 

Miriam  Johnson,  Pre-Adoles- 
cent  Center  director 

Greg  Samuels,  Pre-Adoles- 


Earle  Frazicr,  ACSW 
Executive  Director 

cent  Center  cottage  counselor 

Bruce  Steadman,  Adolescent 
Center  assistant  director 

Abe  Wilkinson,  Adolescent 
Center  director. 

Paul  Risk,  former  Adolescent 
Center  director,  assisted  Bruce 
Steadman.  As  you  can  see, 
Barium  was  well  represented. 
You  and  I  can  be  proud  of  their 
performance  and  thankful  for 
their  service  here. 


Barium  Alumni  News 


William  Grier  Kerr,  class  of 
1925,  died  at  the  age  of  82  on 
May  21  in  Statesville,  N.C., 
following  a  lengthy  illness. 

He  was  born  May  12,  1907, 
in  Iredell  County.  After  graduat- 
ing from  Barium  Springs  he 
attended  Davidson  College  and 
was  a  veteran  of  World  War  II, 
having  served  with  the  U.S. 
Army  in  the  European  Theater. 

He  was  retired  from  Boss 
Manufacturing  Co.  in  Kewau- 
nee, 111.,  was  a  member  of  First 
Presbyterian  Church  in  States- 
ville, and  was  a  life  member  of 
the  U.S.  Tennis  Association 
Officials. 


His  wife,  Lorene  Freeze  Kerr, 
preceded  him  in  death  in  1978. 
He  is  survived  by  one  son, 
Douglass  Kerr,  and  one  grand- 
daughter, Alexandra  Kerr,  both 
of  Greensboro,  N.C. 

Carl  A.  Spicer,  Class  of  1952, 
died  of  cancer  on  May  23  in 
Lancaster,  Pa.  He  was  55. 

Spicer  is  survived  by  his  wife, 
Gayle  La  Bate  Spicer,  of  Lan- 
caster. Funeral  services  were 
held  in  Winston-Salem  and  he 
was  buried  in  Sparta,  N.C. 

Spicer  was  present  at  Home- 
coming in  1988. 


LINDA  PARKER  HONORED  FOR  25  YEARS 

Linda  S.  Parker,  chief  bookkeeper,  was  recently  honored  with  a 
surprise  tea  and  luncheon  to  recognize  her  25  years  of  dedicated 
service  to  Barium  Springs  Home  for  Children.  Linda  received  a 
beautiful  anniversary  clock  and  a  framed  resolution  of  recognition 
written  by  the  Board  of  Regents. 


In  Memory  —  In  Honor 

Barium  Springs  Home  for  Children 


Donor  

Address 


IN  MEMORY  —  IN  HONOR 

My  gift  of  S  is  enclosed. 

I  wish  to  C  Honor       C  Remember 

Name  of 

Honoree  or  Deceased  


Address  

On  the  occasion  of   

Date  of  death  if  applicable 

Survivor  to  notify   

Address  


Relationship  of  survivor  to  honoree 


P.O.  Box  1,  Barium  Springs,  NC  28010 
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Union  Seminary  confers  degrees  on  49  men  &  women 


In  commencement  exercises 
held  May  28  at  the  Ginter  Park 
Presbyterian  Church  in  Rich- 
mond, Union  Theological  Semi- 
nary in  Virginia  "proclaimed  a 
rousing  'amen'  to  the  intentions 
of  49  women  and  men  to  pursue 
Christian  vocations,"  a  seminary 
official  said.  Degrees  were 
warded  to  candidates  in  the 
/'aster  of  Divinity,  Doctor  of 
vlinistry.  Master  of  Theology, 
and  Doctor  of  Philosophy  pro- 
grams. 

The  Rev.  Kenneth  F.  Morris, 
lormer  missionary  to  Pakistan 
..nd  currently  pastor  of  the 
Louisville,  Ga.,  Associate  Re- 
formed Presbyterian  Church, 
presented  the  commencement 
address  by  posing  the  question 
"How  Much  Will  Faith  De- 
mand?" 

At  a  special  chapel  service  on 
Friday,  May  26,  President  T. 
Hartley  Hall  IV  presented 
awards  and  fellowships  to  grad- 
uates and  returning  students. 
Two  Virginians  in  the  1989 
graduating  class  were  honored; 
Duncan  Morrison  Borland  of 
Williamsburg  received  the  Glenn 
Gibson  Memorial  Award  for 
courage  and  winsomeness  in 
Christ,  and  Linda  Wright  Har- 
ward  of  Williamsburg  received 
the  Nelly  Payne  Drum  Fellow- 
ship for  continued  study. 

Other  Virginia  award  recip- 
ients were  Jeffery  Wayne  Jones 
of  Farmville  and  Michael  Roy 
Jones  of  Portsmouth,  who  re- 
ceived the  Campbell  Memorial 
Grant;  and  Kevin  John  O'Brien 
of  Richmond,  who  received  the 
Herbert  Worth  Jackson  Jr. 
Fellowship  for  graduate  study. 

North  Carolina  graduates 
receiving  awards  include:  Joseph 
John  Fontana  of  Faison,  who 
received  both  the  William  Mon- 
roe Wicker  Memorial  Award  for 


Son  of  UTS  graduate  Steven  Tuell,  a  Ph.D.  degree  graduate 
at  the  seminary's  commencement  ceremonies  May  28,  tries 
on  his  dad's  mortarboard  for  size. 


academic  distinction  and  spirit- 
ual depth  and  the  James  and 
Elizabeth  Appleby  Award  for 
exceptional  promise  in  ministry; 
Marnie  Miller-Gutsell  of 
Greensboro,  who  received  the 
Appleby  Award;  Catherine 
McMillan-Stumpf  of  Charlotte, 
who  received  the  Walter  W. 
Moore  Fellowship  for  distin- 
guished scholarship  and  promise 
of  fruitful  ministry;  and  Eliza- 
beth McNair  Ayscue  of  Win- 
ston-Salem and  Elizabeth  Lor- 
raine McCrary  of  Thomasville, 
both  of  whom  received  the  E.T. 
George  Award  for  excellence  in 
homiletics,  worship,  and  public 
speaking. 

Other  North  Carolinians  re- 


ceiving honors  were  Charles 
Lynn  Aaron  of  Lumberton,  who 
was  awarded  the  James  A.  Jones 
Graduate  Fellowship,  and  Ste- 
phen Edmond  Young  of  Jack- 
sonville, who  received  the  Cha- 
rles F.  Myers  Graduate  Fellow- 
ship. 

Gary  Wayne  Marshall  of  Cha- 
rleston, W.V.,  was  awarded  both 
the  Henry  W.  McLaughlin  Ru- 
ral Church  Award  and  the  Pa- 
trick D.  Miller  Memorial  Award 
for  excellence  in  the  study  of 
Scripture.  James  Jonathan 
Thompson  of  Huntington, 
W.V.,  received  a  fellowship  for 
a  year  of  study  at  the  University 
of  Bern,  Switzerland. 


1989  graduates 

M.  DIV. 

Stephen  Michael  Austin, 

Charlotte,  N.C, 
Elizabeth  McNair  Ayscue, 

Winston-Salem,  N.C. 
Duncan  Morrison  Borland, 

Williamsburg,  Va. 
Douglas  Allen  Brant, 

Staunton,  Va. 
Michael  Everett  Brooks, 

Sanford,  N.C. 
Robert  Alvin  Bryant, 

Norwood,  La. 
Helen  Pride  Carson, 

Columbia,  S.C. 
Kevin  Jon  Channell, 

Dailey,  W.V. 
Susan  Haselden  Cothran, 

Williamsburg,  Va. 
Charles  Edgar  Crane, 

Athens,  Ga. 
William  Reid  Dalton  III, 

Burlington,  N.C. 
Joseph  John  Fontana, 

Faison,  N.C. 
Margaret  A.  Fox, 

Wheaton,  111. 
Susan  Elizabeth  Fox, 

Foley,  Ala. 
Sharon  Louise  Hagood, 

Niwot,  Col. 
Linda  Wright  Harward, 

Williamsburg,  Va. 
Julianne  Lunsford  Hollingsworth, 

Roanoke,  Va. 
Dorothy  Collin  Grubb  Home, 

Salisbury,  N.C. 
Walter  Ray  Inscoe, 

Knoxville,  Tenn. 
Jonathan  Edward  Jehorek, 

Ogallala,  Neb. 
Kim  Andrew  Kingshill, 

Pasadena,  Cal. 
Elizabeth  Lyle  Lamb, 

Lowell,  Mass. 
Gary  Wayne  Marshall, 

Charleston,  W.V. 
Elizabeth  Lorraine  McCrary, 

Thomasville,  N.C. 


Catherine  McMillan-Stumpf, 

Charlotte,  N.C. 
Marnie  Sabina  Miller-Gutsell, 

Greensboro,  N.C. 
Kevin  John  Murphy, 

Covington,  Ky. 
Collette  Soults  Patton, 

Davenport,  Iowa 
Chris  Tyler  Robinson, 

Beaver,  Penn. 
Jeffrey  William  Rumble, 

Anaheim,  Cal. 
James  Edward  Snider  Jr., 

Bluefield,  W.V. 
Mary  Easton  Stainton, 

Lancaster,  Penn. 
John  Mark  Stanley, 

Goochland,  Va. 
William  Benton  Sweetser  Jr., 

Jacksonville,  Fla. 
Dennis  Ray  Tedder, 

Florence,  S.C. 
Michael  Scott  Weller, 

Norfolk,  Va. 
Nancy  Sowers  Whiteley, 

Rockbridge  Baths,  Va. 

D.MIN. 

Donald  Allen  Aull, 

Bessemer,  Penn. 
William  Philip  Bruening, 

Richmond,  Va. 
John  Wright  Coker  Jr., 

Pascagoula,  Miss. 
Richard  Hollis  Coston, 

Richmond,  Va. 
William  Richard  Miller, 

Gloucester,  Va. 
Ronnie  Gene  Tippens, 

Charlotte,  N.C. 
Edward  Turner  Wright, 

Mt.  Solon,  Va. 

TH.M. 

Kevin  Leslie  Andrews, 
Bellevue,  Wash. 

PH.D. 

Michael  Leroy  Sweeney, 

Eugene,  Ore. 
Steven  Shawn  Tuell, 

Parkersburg,  W.V. 


Attendance  doubled  at  Evangelism  Conference 


The  synod's  fourth  annual 
evangelism  conference,  tradi- 
tionally held  at  Massanetta 
Springs,  Va.,  was  hosted  May  8- 
1 1  by  Union  Theological  Semi- 
nary in  Virginia,  with  over  150 
in  attendance — double  the  en- 
rollment of  last  year.  The  con- 
ference was  sponsored  by  the 
Massanetta  Springs  Conference 
Center,  Union  Theological  Se- 
minary in  Virignia,  and  the  Pres- 
byterian Outreach  Foundation, 
and  emphasized  the  topics  of 
spirituality  and  evangelism. 

Through  lectures,  workshops, 
and  worship,  conference  partic- 
ipants were  encouraged  to  share 
their  journeys  in  faith  with 
others.  They  learned  about  the 
qualifications  of  an  evangelist, 
the  levels  of  faith  consciousness, 
and  various  styles  of  evangelism. 

Art  Thomas,  pastor  of  New 
Hope  Church  in  Salem,  Va., 
chair  of  the  evangelism  commit- 
tee of  Fincastle  Presbytery  and 
host  for  the  conference,  stated 
it  simply. 

"There  is  still  some  fear  in  the 
church  on  this  whole  theme  of 
evangelism,"  he  said.  "Conferen- 
ces like  this  help  us  to  get  in 
touch  with  those  fears  and  see 
that  evangelism  is  a  part  of 
education  within  the 


total  ministry  of  the  church." 

Keynote  speaker  Ben  Camp- 
bell Johnson,  professor  of  evan- 
gelism and  church  growth  at 
Columbia  Theological  Seminary 
in  Decatur,  Ga.,  challenged 
participants  on  the  use  of  two 
words — "evangelism"  and  "spir- 
ituality"— which  he  said  are 
currently  under  suspicion  by 
many  Presbyterians. 

"We  have  sent  out  from  se- 
minaries at  least  two  generations 
of  ministers  who  feel  very  un- 
comfortable with  a  face-to-face 
encounter  with  the  living 
Christ,"  Johnson  began.  "But 
increased  interest  in  New  Age 
philosophy  and  the  rapid  growth 
of  charismatic  churches  reveals 
a  tremendous  hunger  in  the 
world  for  a  spiritual  emphasis." 

Johnson  went  on  to  describe 
evangelism  as  the  passionate  call 
of  God  and  our  response  to  it, 
and  spirituality  as  the  continu- 
ous call  of  God  throughout  life, 
born  in  a  community  of  faith  and 
nurtured  by  the  Holy  Spirit. 
"Our  belief  in  God  is  the  lens 
through  which  we  look  at  other 
human  beings,"  said  Johnson. 
"Our  life  story  is  who  we  are, 
and  our  relationship  with  God 
affects  the  way  we  listen  to 


others  and  share  our  faith  jour- 
neys with  them." 

In  parting,  Johnson  chal- 
lenged ministers  to  think  of 
themselves  as  evangelists,  to 
train  and  supervise  a  large  cadre 
of  lay  persons  to  help  with  the 
task  of  evangelism,  to  share  their 
own  story  of  faith  regularly  with 
two  or  three  other  persons,  and 
to  take  one  day  a  month  for 
reflection  and  renewal. 

Thomas  expressed  gratitude 
to  Union  Seminary  for  inviting 
the  conference  to  its  campus.  "I 
have  a  personal  dream  that 
seminaries  will  provide  classes 
on  both  spiritualism  and  evan- 
gelism which  will  teach  the 
disciplines  of  the  spiritual  life 
through  meditation,  prayer, 
journaling,  and  creative  discus- 
sion of  the  Scripture.  This,  I  feel, 
could  further  help  to  equip  our 
future  ministers  to  share  the 
Good  News  with  their  congre- 
gations." 

Conference  participant  Mark 
Linker,  pastor  of  Lafayette 
Church  in  Norfolk,  expressed 
hope  that  seminaries  like  UTS 
would  begin  to  train  evangelism 
consultants  to  work  in  churches, 
produce  videotapes  on  evange- 
lism for  use  by  presbytery  com- 


mittees and  congregations,  con- 
duct presbytery  workshops  for 
pastors,  and  host  evangelism 
training  conferences,  perhaps  in 
conjunction  with  other  campus 
events. 

Another  opportunity  to  study 
the  role  of  evangelism  within  the 


church  will  arise  when  Union 
Theological  Seminary  in  Virgi- 
nia, Columbia  Seminary,  and 
Princeton  Theological  Seminary 
co-sponsor  a  major  evangelism 
symposium  October  23-26  at 
Covenant  Church,  Charlotte, 
N.C.  Those  interested  in  church 
renewal  are  encouraged  to  attend. 


Black  Ministries  Conference  held 


Synod  Executive  Carroll  Jenkins  (left)  shares  ideas  and 
concerns  with  participants  during  Union  Seminary's  Black 
Ministries  Conference  in  May.  The  seminary  instituted  the 
conference  last  year  in  response  to  the  increased  racial  and 
ethnic  diversity  of  its  student  body  and  of  the  synod,  both 
of  which  represent  a  healthy  reflection  of  the  diversity  within 
the  reunited  denomination.  The  event  focused  on  the  unique 
elements  of  worship,  ministry,  education,  and  pastoral  care 
within  the  black  community. 


Hope:  Summer  Bible  Studies 

Lesson  2,  August: 

Hope  for  Hopeful  People  Today 

Circle  Bible  Leaders  Study  Guide 
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By  Carol  T.  (Pinky)  Bender 

In  this  final  column  for  the  1988-1989 
study,  the  topic  of  "hope"  will  be 
considered  from  the  viewpoint  of  Easter 
or  Resurrection  Hope  in  the  Gospel  of 
John  and  the  Characteristics  of  Hope 
from  the  Letter  to  the  Romans. 

Review  John  20:1-13  and  Romans  5:1- 
5;  8:26-39.  Read  these  familiar  passages 
with  "new"  eyes  as  you  begin  this  part 
of  our  study.  Review  the  past  two  lessons 
on  "hope"  as  well  as  the  final  lesson  in 
the  study  book  by  Dr.  Mary  Boney 
S heats.  Be  sure  you  have  your  own 
definition  of  "hope"  in  mind  as  you  begin 
this  preparation.  This  session  will  be 
divided  into  two  parts.  Each  can  be  used 
separately,  or  they  may  be  combined. 

Ask,  "Is  God  dead?" 

Open  the  time  with  your  circle 
members  by  asking,  "How  do  you 
respond  to  the  statement  from  the  1960's: 
'God  is  dead*?"  Record  some  of  the 
statements  made.  Move  into  a  discussion 
of  the  statement,  "How  do  we  know  that 
God  is  not  dead?"  What  does  it  mean 
to  you  that  God  is  alive  and  active  "before 
the  beginning  and  after  the  end"? 

Christinaity  stands  or  falls  with  the 
reality  of  the  raising  of  Jesus  from  the 
dead  by  God.  In  the  New  Testament  there 
is  no  faith  that  does  not  start  with  the 
resurrection  of  Jesus.  A  Christian  faith 
that  is  not  resurrection  faith  can  be  called 
neither  "Christian"  nor  "faith."  Our 
knowledge  of  the  risen  Lord  and  the 
confession  to  God  who  raised  him  forms 
the  basis  on  which  the  life,  work, 
sufferings,  and  death  of  Jesus  are  kept 
alive  and  presented  in  the  Gospels.  The 
recognition  of  the  risen  Christ  gives  rise 


to  the  Church's  recognition  of  its  own 
commission  in  the  mission  to  the  nations. 
The  remembrance  of  Jesus 's  resurrection 
is  the  basis  for  inclusive  hope  in  the 
universal  future  of  Christ.  This  resurrec- 
tion hope  is  not  insignificant! 

Resurrection  Hope 

Resurrection  Hope  is  based  on  central 
statements  of  the  primitive  Christian 
proclamation.  Ask  volunteers  to  read 
Acts  2:23-24,  32:3:15,  26;  4:10,  33;  5:30- 
31;  10:39-40;  I  Corinthians  15:3-7;  and 

I  Thessalonians  1:10;  and  4:14.  What  do 
these  passages  tell  us?  What  is  the 
"evidence"  of  Jesus's  resurrection?  What 
are  the  problems  with  this  "evidence"? 
Using  John  20:1-18,  think  about  how 
Mary  must  have  felt  that  morning.  How 
would  you  have  felt  had  you  been  Mary? 

The  Christian's  hope  lies  in  Jesus's 
victory  over  death.  Using  the  above 
Scriptures,  how  is  this  "victory"  ex- 
pressed? What  does  this  victory  mean  to 
us  today?  Why  do  we  feel  so  close  to 
Thomas  and  his  doubting  nature?  Why 
is  it  difficult  to  be  one  "who  has  not  seen 
and  yet  believes"?  (See  John  14:25-26  and 

II  Timothy  3:16.)  With  what  attitudes  do 
people  respond  to  God? 

Wrap-up  on  John 

A  good  wrap-up  of  this  section  might 
be  the  following: 

The  Message  of  the  Resurrection  is 
that... 

...Jesus  turns  grief  into  joy 
...the  grief  of  despair  into  the  joy  of 
hope 

...the  grief  of  doubt  into  the  joy  of 
belief 

...the  grief  of  death  into  the  joy  of  life. 


Romans 

As  you  begin  the  section  on  Romans, 
tell  about  a  physician  who  leaves  each 
patient  with  this  remark:  "Where  there's 
life,  there's  hope."  That  is  a  rather 
ambiguous  prognosis!  Change  it  to  reaad 
"Where  there's  hope,  there's  life."  What 
is  the  difference  in  these  two  statements? 
Hope  enables  a  quality  of  life;  it  sets  a 
person  free  to  dare;  it  gives  her  confi- 
dence for  daily  frustrations  and  courage 
to  live  adventurously  and  die  courage- 
ously. Ask  the  following  questions:  Do 
you  have  hope?  Is  your  hope  based  on 
a  source  which  is  ultimately  reliable?  Are 
you  a  hopeful  person  who  can  infuse 
hope  in  others? 

Soren  Kierkegaard  said,  "An  intellec- 
tually honest  person  must  live  with  a 
newspaper  in  one  hand  and  a  Bible  in 
the  other.  One  is  the  tabulation  of  our 
hopelessness  and  the  other  is  the  source 
of  our  hope."  Do  you  agree?  If  so,  why? 

Use  Romans  5:1-5  as  a  basis  for 
Romans  8:26-39.  What  does  Paul  mean 
by  "hope"  as  expressed  in  these  passages? 
How  does  your  experience  of  hope  differ 
from  what  is  said  by  Paul?  Or,  is  it 
similar? 

Reality  in  our  lives 

The  resurrection  hope  seen  in  John 
must  become  a  reality  in  our  lives,  a 
personal  reality  for  each  individual,  as 
expressed  in  Romans.  We  are  called  to 
be  communicators  of  his  hope  to  a 
hopeless,  non-Christian  society,  to  a 
culture  in  which  the  sources  of  a  person's 
hoping  are  depleted,  to  a  world  which 
has  heard  the  false  hopes  of  religion  and 
is  no  longer  impressed.  Does  this  quality 


of  hope  make  any  difference  in  the  way 
we  live  our  daily  lives?  Does  it  make  any 
difference  in  the  way  we  grapple  with 
frustrating  problems? 

The  group  may  want  to  discuss  some 
substitutes  that  we  all  put  forth  in  place 
of  hope,  such  as  prestige  or  status,  social 
approval,  financial  security.  How  are 
these  "limited"  in  their  ability  to  provide 
us  with  "hope"? 

Closing  meditation 

As  you  close  this  session  on  Resur- 
rection Hope  and  the  Characteristics  of 
Hope,  ask  questions  like:  After  studying 
the  concept  of  hope,  has  your  idea  of 
hope  changed?  If  so,  how?  Have  you 
linked  hope  to  love  and  joy  and  faith, 
and,  if  so,  what  were  the  results  in  your 
own  life? 

Have  the  group  meditate  on  this 
excerpt  from  Henri  Nouwen's  With  Open 
Hands: 

"Hope  means  to  keep  alive  amid 
desperation  and  to  keep  humming  in  the 
dark. 

"Hope  is  know  that  there  is  love.  It 
is  trust  in  tomorrow.  It  is  falling  asleep 
and  waking  again  when  the  sun  rises.  In 
the  midst  of  the  gale  at  sea,  it  is  to 
discover  land.  In  the  eyes  of  another,  it 
is  to  see  that  he  (she)  understands  you. 

"As  long  as  there  is  still  hope,  there 
will  also  be  prayer. 

"And  God  will  be  holding  you  in  God's 
hands." 

Close  with  sentence  prayers. 

The  Rev.  Carol  T.  (Pinky)  Bender  of 
Charlotte,  N.C.,  is  the  pastor  of  McQuay 
Church. 


The  church  and  social  issues  to  be  explored 


How  people  in  the  church  can 
effectively  take  stands  on  issues 
facing  church  and  world,  how 
they  can  relate  to  others  of 
different  viewpoints,  and  how 
they  can  all  come  together  to 
forward  the  work  of  the  church 
will  be  the  focus  of  the  Issues 
Forum,  a  new  meeting,  at  Mont- 
reat  Conference  Center  Aug.  20- 
24.  The  center  intends  the  forum 
as  an  opportunity  "for  those 
involved  in  issue-oriented  work 
to  gain  ideas  and  resources." 

Among  workshop  titles  are 
"Approaches  to  Conflict," 
"What  to  Do  When  the  Tele- 
phone Rings,"  and  "Take  Ac- 
tion! The  Local  Church  Ad- 
dresses Social  Issues." 

Leaders  include  many  na- 
tionally known  church  profes- 
sionals, such  as  Virgil  Cruz, 
professor  of  New  Testament  at 
Louisville  Presbyterian  Semi- 
nary; Hugh  Halverstadt,  profes- 
sor at  McCormick  Seminary; 
Elizabeth  Johnson,  assistant 
professor  of  New  Testament  at 
New  Brunswick  Seminary;  Tho- 
mas Jones,  pastor  of  Chevy 
Chase  Church  in  Washington, 
D.C.;  and  Irvin  Moxley,  asso- 
ciate synod  executive  of  the 
Synod  of  the  Covenant. 

For  more  information  on  the 
conference,  contact  the  Mont- 
reat  Program  Office,  P.O.  Box 
969,  Montreat,  N.C.  28757  (tel- 
ephone 704-669-2911). 


Meetings  &  Events 

Current  topics  explored 
at  Mariners'  meeting 

"Seasons  of  Our  Lives"  will  be 
the  theme  of  the  51st  annual 
meeting  of  the  National  Presb- 
yterian Mariners  July  24-28  at 
Trinity  University  in  San  Anto- 
nio, Tex.  Workshops  will  con- 
cern such  subjects  as  AIDS,  the 
homeless,  drugs,  family  faith 
and  fitness,  parenting  for  peace 
and  justice,  and  many  more. 

Dr.  Jack  Stotts  will  discuss  the 
future  for  families  in  America  in 
the  last  decade  of  the  century  in 
the  keynote  address.  He  is  pres- 
ident of  Austin  Seminary. 

The  National  Presbyterian 
Mariners  have  traditionally 
comprised  married  couples  in 
the  church.  The  organization, 
"while  still  upholding  the  sanc- 
tity of  marriage,  has  changed  its 
focus  in  recent  years  to  embrace 
families  of  all  kinds,"  the  group 
said  in  a  news  release.  A  major 
bylaw  change  on  the  agenda  at 
the  business  meeting  will  con- 
cern whether  to  permit  single 
people  to  hold  offices  on  the 
group's  national  commissions. 
Traditionally,  a  couple  serves  as 
president  and  in  the  other  offi- 
ces. 

The  late  Rev.  Louis  Evans  Sr. 
founded  the  organization  more 
than  60  years  ago.  He  was  pastor 
of  National  Presbyterian 
Church  in  Washington  for  many 


years;  his  son,  the  Rev.  Louis 
Evans  Jr.,  is  pastor  there  now. 

The  Mariners  include  about 
25,000  people  across  the  coun- 
try. The  organization  relates  to 
the  Education  and  Congrega- 
tional Nurture  Ministry  Unit  of 
the  General  Assembly. 

For  more  information,  con- 
tact National  Presbyterian  Ma- 
riners, Dale  and  Erma  Jean 
Vandiver,  Executive  Secretary, 
3704  North  Belt  West,  Belleville, 
111.  62223  (telephone  618-234- 
1662). 

Introduction  to  Appalachia 

An  "Orientation  Seminar  to 
Appalachia"  will  offer  ministers, 
spouses,  and  new  church 
workers  in  the  region  a  briefing 
on  the  "implications  of  life  and 
ministry"  in  the  area.  Scheduled 
for  Oct.  31-Nov.  3  at  Bluestone 


Conference  Center  in  Hinton, 
W.  Va.,  and  sponsored  by  the 
Coalition  for  Appalachian  Min- 
istry, which  the  Synod  of  the 
Mid-Atlantic  supports  through 
its  mission  program,  the  meeting 
will  inform  participants  on  the 
history  and  culture  of  Appala- 
chia, current  issues  and  how 


church-related  organizations 
respond,  resources  for  ministry, 
and  help  developing  support. 

For  more  information  on  the 
seminar,  contact  Judy  Barker, 
Coalition  for  Appalachian  Min- 
istry, P.O.  Box  10208,  Knox- 
ville,  Tenn.  37939-0208  (tele- 
phone 615-584-6133). 
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NEW  YORK  PUBLISHER 

Leading  subsidy  book  publisher  seeks  manuscripts 
of  all  types:  fiction,  non-fiction,  poetry,  scholarly 
and  Juvenile  works,  etc.  New  authors  welcomed 
Send  for  free,  illustrated  40-page  brochure  H-101 
Vantage  Press.  516  W.  34  St..  New  York.  N  Y  10001 
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Hunger  program  approved 


The  New  Hope  Presbyterian 

Sylvia  Goodnight,  Editor  July  1989 

Meadowbrook  to  celebrate 


Meadowbrook  Church  celebrates  50  years 


At  its  April  meeting,  the 
Presbytery  of  New  Hope  agreed 
that  "2  Cents  a  Meal  Pennies  for 
Hunger"  would  be  the  approved 
method  of  funding  hunger  min- 
istries, and  invited  all  churches 
to  participate  in  the  program. 
This  is  an  over-and-above  pro- 
gram and  should  not  take  the 
place  of  nor  decrease  offerings 
for  the  Witness  Season  or  the 
One  Great  Hour  of  Sharing 
Easter  offering. 

Many  churches  within  the 
presbytery  are  already  partici- 
pating in  the  "2  Cents  a  Meal/ 
Pennies  for  Hunger"  program 
and  have  been  a  part  of  mean- 
ingful hunger  ministries  over  the 
years. 

Each  church  uses  whatever 
method  is  appropriate  for  its 
particular  congregation  to  pro- 
mote and  receive  these  offerings. 
One  church  serves  communion 
each  month  and  passes  the 
basket  for  "Pennies  for  Hunger" 
immediately  after  members  have 
been  "served  at  the  table."  One 
church  invites  all  who  have 
contributions  to  bring  them 
forward  at  a  special  time  the  first 
Sunday  of  each  month. 

A  church  of  about  600 
members  sets  a  goal  of  $4,500 
for  the  year,  which  is  met  by  gifts 
of  all  kinds  from  its  members. 
Another  church  promotes 
memorial  gifts  to  the  special 
offerings.  Some  churches  in- 
clude an  amount  in  their  yearly 
budget. 

"2  Cents  a  Meal/ Pennies  for 
Hunger"  stickers  to  use  on 
containers  are  available  from  the 
presbytery  office.  Monies  are  to 
be  sent  monthly  to  the  office  and 


In  1985,  the  Durham  Presb- 
yterian Council  created  a  shelter 
program  which  operated  out  of 
the  Urban  Ministries  Center  and 
offered  shelter  to  homeless  peo- 
ple during  the  five  coldest 
months  of  the  year.  It  soon 
became  apparent  that  homeless 
people  needed  shelter  all  year 
round  and  that  a  permanent 
shelter  should  be  found. 

Together  with  the  City  and 
County  Governments,  DPC 
purchased  a  large  building  near 
the  Urban  Ministries  Center  and 
in  April  1988  began  to  operate 
a  year-round  shelter  for  home- 
less men.  In  addition  to  housing 
80  to  100  men  per  night,  there 
is  an  auxiliary  women's  shelter 
which  keeps  8-12  women  per 


Churches  in  New  Hope  Presb- 
ytery who  have  persons  wishing 
to  come  under  the  care  of  presb- 
ytery as  an  inquirer  or  candidate 
for  ministry  should  first  contact 
New  Hope  Presbytery's  Com- 
mittee of  Preparation  for  Min- 
istry (Moderator  Carl  Rush, 
4926  Fayetteville  Road,  Raleigh, 


PHILADELPHIA,  Pa.  — 
Presbyterians  from  across  the 
country  gathered  on  June  2  in 
the  historic  Arch  Street  Friends 
Meeting  House  for  the  opening 
day  of  a  symposium  designed  to 
look  toward  the  future  as  the 
church  celebrated  its  past.  The 
meeting  preceded  the  General 
Assembly. 

Opening  with  a  worship  ser- 
vice led  by  outgoing  Moderator 


should  be  clearly  marked  for  the 
hunger  fund.  Hunger-action 
enabler  Ruth  Brewer  and  Kay- 
Robert  Volkwijn  are  available  to 
interpret  the  work  of  our  denom- 
ination's Presbyterian  Hunger 
Program  as  well  as  the  program 
of  New  Hope  Presbytery.  Other 
speakers  are  available  upon 
request. 

A  proposal  is  to  be  presented 
at  the  July  meeting  of  New  Hope 
Presbytery  for  use  of  these 
funds. 

"As  we  participate  in  hunger 
ministries,  we  become  more  alert 
to  the  complicated  and  long- 
term  causes  and  solutions  to  the 
problems,"  said  a  presbytery 
representative.  "Let  us  gladly 
bring  our  gifts  so  that  those  who 
are  hungry  and  in  need  may  be 
provided  opportunities  to  grow 
and  develop  to  the  point  that 
they  will  be  able  to  help  them- 
selves." 


Pennies  For 
Hunger/2  Cents 
Per  Meal 


The  Presbytery  of  New  Hope 


night.  Lincoln  Community 
Health  Center  provides  a  mobile 
service  team  which  delivers 
paramedical  and  referral  servi- 
ces and  Durham  Technical  Col- 
lege provides  a  literacy  program. 

Although  the  Community 
Shelter  is  currently  owned  by 
Durham  Presbyterian  Council, 
its  $84,000  annual  operating 
budget  is  supported  by  over  600 
individuals,  congregations,  busi- 
nesses, and  clubs  throughout  the 
community. 

Anyone  wishing  to  make  a 
donation  to  the  Community 
Shelter  should  send  it  in  care  of 
Haywood  Holderness,  Treasur- 
er, 3639  Chapel  Hill  Road, 
Durham,  N.C.  27707. 


N.C.  27603,919-772-4611). 

A  representative  from  the 
Committee  on  Preparation  for 
Ministry  must  meet  with  the 
session  of  the  church  prior  to  the 
inquirer  or  candidate  approach- 
ing the  session  about  the  pos- 
sibility of  becoming  a  minister 
of  the  Word. 


C.  Kenneth  Hall,  the  symposium 
highlighted  the  importance  of 
celebration  as  the  church  looks 
toward  a  hopeful  future. 

Opening  keynoter  was  Roger 
Heyns,  former  chancellor  at  the 
University  of  California  at  Ber- 
keley, who  challenged  the 
church  to  "intelligent  and  moral 
response  to  future  events  on  the 
part  of  the  Church." 


Meadowbrook  Church  in 
Greenville  is  planning  to  cele- 
brate its  50th  anniversary  from 
September  to  December.  The 
theme  for  the  celebration  is  "A 
Call  to  Rejoice." 

In  September  members  will 
"Rejoice  in  our  Church's  Histo- 
ry." The  theme  for  October  is 
"Rejoice  in  our  Church's  Fellow- 
ship." November  will  find  them 
celebrating  "Rejoice  in  our 
Church's  Worship."  The  theme 
for  December's  celebration  will 
be  "Rejoice  in  th  Saviour's 
Birth  and  our  Future."  Each 
month  will  find  special  activities 
centered  around  the  theme  for 
the  month. 

Meadowbrook  Chapel  was 
completed  in  December  1939.  It 
was  a  project  sponsored  by  the 
Men's  Bible  Class  of  the  First 
Church  of  Greenville.  The  lot 
was  donated  by  a  member  of 
First  Church;  on  that  lot  a  vesper 
service  was  held  July  5,  1939,  in 
the  open  air.  Services  were 
conducted  by  Dr.  Robert  S. 
Boyd,  pastor  of  First  Church, 
and  Spruill  Spain  Jr.,  a  16-year- 
old  boy,  from  the  Eighth  Street 
Christian  Church,  furnished 
instrumental  music. 

Open-air  services  were  con- 
tinued until  the  sanctuary  of  the 
church  was  completed.  The  first 
service  in  the  new  building  was 
held  on  December  3,  1939, 
conducted  by  Boyd  with  approx- 
imately 100  persons  attending. 

On  the  same  day,  Meadow- 
brook Sunday  School  was  or- 
ganized; Willam  S.  Brown  was 
the  first  superintendent.  The  first 
teachers  were:  W.C.  Dresback, 
Mrs.  T.H.  Ennett,  Mrs.  Charles 
Home,  Mrs.  H.M.  Holbert, 


All  requests  for  financial 
program  support  for  congrega- 
tions are  due  by  July  18.  Con- 
gregations seeking  financial  aid 
need  to  obtain  the  proper  forms 
from  the  office  of  presbytery  and 
return  them  by  the  due  date.  The 
forms  will  help  the  churches 
develop  a  picture  of  where  they 
have  been  and  what  vision  might 
be  appropriate  for  their  future 
development. 

After  receiving  the  completed 
forms,  teams  of  two  from  Presb- 
ytery's New  Church  Develop- 
ment and  Redevelopment  Com- 
mittee will  meet  with  each  con- 
gregation's representatives  to 
discuss  their  needs. 

The  various  antecendent 
presbyteries  that  now  compose 
the  Presbytery  of  New  Hope  had 
varying  philosophies  and  var- 
ious ways  of  granting  aid  to 
congregations  who  need  this 
type  of  support.  The  following 
interim  guidelines  are  being  used 
by  the  Church  Development  and 
Redevelopment  Committee: 

1.  Churches  are  expected  to 
do  all  they  can  to  be  self- 
supporting,  including  but  not 
limited  to  joining  with  other 
churches  in  sharing  the  services 
of  a  full-time  minister,  annual 
financial  campaigns,  review,  and 
goal  setting.  Any  changes  in 
yoking  with  other  churches 
should  be  done  in  consultation 
with  the  presbytery. 

2.  Program  support  is  given 


Mrs.  A.M.  Andrews,  Mrs.  Hun- 
ter B.  Keck,  Mrs.  Rufus  King, 
and  Mrs.  H.R.  Early;  H.M. 
Holbert  was  elected  as  the  se- 
cretary. Mrs.  Albert  Gibson  was 
in  charge  of  music. 

The  real  birthday  of  the 
church,  with  48  members,  oc- 
curred on  September  30,  1942, 
when  the  church  was  formally 
organized  by  Albemarle  Presb- 
ytery. H.M.  Holbert  and  J.  Nat 
Harrison  were  elected  to  serve 
as  elders.  Samuel  I.  Dudley, 
chairman,  Percy  O.  Allen,  treas- 
urer, and  J.  Sam  Fleming  were 
elected  as  deacons.  Boyd  agreed 
to  continue  to  preach  for  the  new 
church. 

Of  the  48  members  enrolled 
50  years  ago  Mrs.  Grace  Owens 
Cannon,  Mrs.  Jake  Elks,  Mor- 
lan  L.  Harrison,  Armistead  T. 
Moore,  and  Mrs.  D.  Melvin 
Owens  are  still  on  the  roll  today. 


in  support  of  the  total  budget 
of  the  church,  not  just  in  support 
of  a  single  aspect.  (An  exception 
may  be  an  experimental  project 
or  pilot  program  endorsed  by  the 
presbytery.) 

3.  Churches  receiving  pro- 
gram support  are  expected  to 
report  all  monies  held  in  savings 
and  other  assets,  even  if  such 
funds  are  designated. 

4.  Churches  applying  for  aid 
will  be  expected  to  make  an 
annual  request  which  includes  a 
review  of  the  past  five  years  and 
a  vision  into  the  next  five. 

5.  Churches  receiving  aid  are 
expected  to  notify  the  office  of 
presbytery  when  changes  occur 
in  either  the  receipts  or  disbur- 
sements of  the  congregation's 
budget.  (Example:  pastor  moves 
from  the  field,  new  members 
join,  church  significantly  in- 
creases income,  there  are  un- 
planned reduction  of  contribu- 
tions, etc.) 

6.  Churches  receiving  aid  will 
meet  with  representatives  of  the 
New  Church  Development  and 
Redevelopment  Committee  on 
an  annual  basis. 

7.  As  part  of  their  develop- 
ment, churches  will  be  expected 
to  write  a  mission  statement 
including  goals  and  visions.  This 
should  involve  the  input  of  most 
of  the  congregation  under  the 
leadership  of  the  session,  using 
materials  and  resources  pro- 
vided by  the  presbytery.  (This  is 


Current  clerk  of  session  Cha- 
rles Ross  attended  the  first 
chapel  service  in  December  1939 
and  united  with  the  church  after 
its  organization  in  1942. 

Pastors  of  the  church  after 
Boyd  have  been  the  Revs.  M. 
Hayes  Clark,  jointly  with  Hol- 
lywood Church,  Charles  D. 
Patterson,  Edward  C.  Thorn- 
burg,  William  Kimbrough,  Ed 
Wilson,  and  Bronson  Matney. 

The  Rev.  Sidney  Crane,  ho- 
norably retired,  who  preached  at 
Meadowbrook  while  a  student 
at  seminary,  will  be  invited  back 
to  speak. 

Meadowbrook  has  had  two 
members  to  be  ordained  to  the 
ministry:  The  Rev.  D.B.  Shac- 
kleford,  now  deceased,  and  the 
Rev.  Dr.  John  Speight,  a 
member  of  New  Hope  Presby- 
tery and  pastor  of  Bear  Grass 
and  Roberson  Churches. 


not  necessary  for  1989.) 

8.  Churches  receiving  aid 
should  move  towards  giving  at 
least  10  percent  of  their  receipts 
to  the  benevolences  of  presby- 
tery, synod,  and  General  Assem- 
bly. Many  churches  are  already 
doing  this  or  better;  for  some  it 
may  require  a  couple  of  years 
to  reach  this  minimum  goal. 

9.  It  should  be  remembered 
that  presbytery  dollars  are  limit- 
ed and  all  efforts  must  be  made 
to  find  other  avenues  than  the 
presbytery  to  support  the  pro- 
gram of  the  congregation.  At  the 
same  time,  the  presbytery  recog- 
nizes that  every  congregation  is 
a  Presbyterian  outreach  and 
witness  into  that  particular 
community  and  worthy  of  the 
support  of  its  partner  churches 
within  the  presbytery. 

Good  news,  bad  news 
seen  in  GAC  report 

PHILADELPHIA,  Pa.  — 
The  last  year  brought  both 
reasons  to  celebrate  and  causes 
for  concern,  Executive  Director 
S.  David  Stoner  of  the  General 
Assembly  Council  told  commis- 
sioners at  the  General  Assembly. 
In  the  first  year  of  functioning 
under  the  Mission  Design,  the 
General  Assembly's  offices  com- 
pleted their  move  to  Louisville 
and  the  first  year  of  operations 
under  the  budget,  Stoner  said. 

Receipts  from  congregations 
were  1.75  percent  higher  for 
undesignated  giving. 


Presbyterians  help  homeless 


Inquirer  process  described 


Symposium  sets  tone 


Financial  aid  offered  churches 
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Promoting  stewardship  of  creation  is  aim  of  men's  group 


An  effort  to  be  good  stewards 
of  creation  by  the  men's  group 
of  a  church  in  the  Synod  of  the 
Mid-Atlantic  has  caused  impres- 
sive actions  in  the  church  and 
led  the  National  Council  of 
Presbyterian  Men  to  adopt  and 
promote  the  project  as  a  national 
campaign  within  the  church.  It 
also  has  brought  benefits  to  the 
group  itself. 

The  Presbyterian  Men  of  the 
Elkin  Church  in  North  Carolina 
began  their  project,  "Partners  in 
Recycling,"  in  May.  The  Salem 
Presbytery  Men's  Council  and 
the  Synod  of  the  Mid-Atlantic's 
Men's  Council  endorsed  it,  as 
did  the  National  Council  later. 

"We  feel  it  has  national  inter- 
est and  will  promote  it  Assem- 
bly-wide," said  John  Hamil, 
president  of  the  national  orga- 
nization. Hamil  is  from  Greens- 
boro, N.C 

By  late  July,  after  two  months 
of  the  project,  the  Elkin  Church 
reported: 

•  47  percent  of  the  1 1 5  house- 
holds in  the  church  are  recycling 
materials; 

•  church  members  have  sub- 
mitted 12,722  pounds  of  mate- 
rials for  recycling,  including 
newspapers,  glass  jars,  alumi- 
num cans,  and  cardboard. 

The  Elkin  men's  group  wanted 
a  project  to  challenge  them  and 
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Jim  Kelley  briefs  the  Elkin  Presbyterian  Men  on  recycling. 


benefit  the  community.  An  un- 
expected side  benefit  has  been 
an  increase  of  five  times  in  the 
number  of  men  attending  the 
group's  meetings.  After  begin- 
ning in  the  church,  the  group 
turned  its  efforts  to  the  commu- 
nity and  to  church  circles  beyond 
the  congregation. 

The  Elkin  Presbyterian  Men 

Simms  goes 
to  Calif, 
presbytery 

The  Rev.  Lowelle  Simms  has 
left  the  synod  staff  to  take  a 
position  as  interim  executive 
presbyter  of  San  Gabriel  Presb- 
ytery in  California.  Simms 
served  as  transitional  executive 
director  for  the  Synod  of  the 
Mid-Atlantic  in  1988,  its  first 
year  as  the  consolidation  of  three 
antecedent  synods;  in  1989,  with 
the  election  last  fall  of  the  Rev. 
Carroll  Jenkins  as  synod  exec- 
utive, Simms  has  been  working 
as  transitional  associate  execu- 
tive for  synod  ministries. 

He  left  the  synod  staff  effec- 
tive the  end  of  July. 

Simms  has  been  working  in 
recent  years  as  an  interim  exec- 
utive. Before  coming  to  this 
synod,  he  spent  five  years  in  such 
positions  for  three  presbyteries 
and  a  state  council  of  churches, 
in  Minnesota,  Oklahoma,  and 
Washington  State. 

Before  specializing  in  interim 


adopted  the  following  statement 
of  purpose  for  the  project:  "God 
has  given  us  dominion  over  the 
work  of  his  hands.  We  are  the 
stewards  of  the  earth.  It  is  a 
statement  of  faith  for  us  to  be 
involved.  Each  of  03  will  be  part 
of  the  problem  or  part  of  the 
solution.  We  are  making  a 
difference  in  our  environment." 
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Rev.  Lowelle  Simms 

work,  he  spent  13  years  in 
administrative  jobs  in  the 
church.  He  was  associate  exec- 
tive  of  Scioto  Valley  Presbytery 
in  Ohio  from  1969  to  1980,  then 
spent  three  years  as  executive  of 
Missouri  River  Valley  Presby- 
tery in  Nebraska. 

A  native  of  Colorado,  Simms 
attended  Northeastern  Junior 
College  in  that  state,  Park 
College  in  Missouri,  and  Union 
Seminary  at  New  York.  He  also 
studied  for  a  year  in  seminary 
at  New  College  in  the  University 
of  Edinburgh  in  Scotland. 

From  1956  to  1969,  he  served 
pastorates  in  New  Jersey,  Penn- 
sylvania, and  Michigan. 

He  said  anyone  wishing  to 
contact  him  could  do  so  at  San 
Gabriel  Presbytery,  630  N.  Dal- 
ton  Ave.,  Azusa,  Cal.  91702- 
3096. 

He  will  serve  as  interim  ex- 
ecutive of  that  presbytery  for  a 
vear. 


They  noted  such  benefits  as 
reducing  the  amount  of  reusable 
materials  that  would  have  gone 
into  landfills  and  increasing 
awareness  of  our  responsibility 
to  be  good  stewards  of  God's 
world.  They  also  noted  some 
incentives: 

•  new  federal  regulations  re- 
quire at  least  25  percent  reduc- 


tions in  the  size  of  all  solid-waste 
dumps; 

•  new  dumps  can  require 
plastic-lined  tops  and  bottoms  at 
a  cost  of  $100-200,000  per  acre 
more  than  current  costs; 

•  taxpayers  will  pay  such  costs; 

•  recycling  can  reduce  tremend- 
ously solid  wastes  needing  dispos- 
al. 

Church  members  who  partic- 
ipate turn  in  receipts  in  the 
offering  plate  on  Sunday;  the 
recycler  then  pays  the  church  for 
materials  submitted.  Funds  can 
go  to  church  ministries,  as  well 
as  to  help  underwrite  the  costs 
of  the  recycling  program. 

In  addition  to  promoting  the 
recycling,  the  group  encourages 
church  members  to  buy  goods 
sold  in  recyclable  containers  and 
to  urge  retailers  to  stock  more 
such  products. 

The  national  cordinator,  Jim 
Kelley,  said  church  groups  want- 
ing more  information,  as  well  as 
a  litany  for  the  environment, 
should  contact  Partners  in  Recy- 
cling, P.O.  Box  765,  Elkin,  N.C. 
28261  (telephone  919-835-7437). 
He  also  asked  churches  deciding 
to  participate  in  the  program  to 
let  him  know  and  to  send  quarterly 
statistics  on  total  pounds  of  each 
material  the  church  submitted  for 
recycling,  so  that  the  group  can 
compile  national  statistics. 


Richmond  office 
nears  completion 


The  new  synod  office  in  Rich- 
mond, Va.,  is  nearing  comple- 
tion on  schedule.  "It's  coming 
along,"  Synod  Executive  Carroll 
Jenkins  said  in  early  August. 
"The  outside  is  completed." 
Workers  were  building  walls 
inside  and  had  completed  wiring 
the  building. 

The  office  will  be  in  an  old 
house  adjacent  to  Union  Theo- 
logical Seminary.  Construction 
crews  have  been  renovating  the 
century-old  building  since  late 
winter,  as  well  as  building  a  large 
wrap-around  addition  on  the 
first  floor. 

Synod  officials  expect  the 
building  to  be  ready  by  mid- 
September  and  hope  to  begin 
moving  in  shortly  afterwards.  As 
offices  open  in  the  building,  the 
Raleigh  office  should  begin 
closing  shortly  afterwards.  Some 
operations  are  still  going  on 
there. 


The  synod  currently  operates 
a  temporary  office  in  Richmond, 
on  Mission  Court  next  to  the 
seminary. 

The  seminary  sold  the  house 
to  the  synod  for  $1;  the  insti- 
tution will  use  the  second  floor. 
The  synod  was  to  pay  most  of 
the  cost  of  renovation,  with  the 
seminary  also  paying  some. 

The  addition  is  one  story.  It 
is  about  one  and  a  half  times  as 
big  as  the  house's  first  story.  The 
synod  will  occupy  the  addition; 
its  office  space,  in  the  house  and 
addition,  will  total  4,700  square 
feet.  The  house  has  two  stories 
and  a  full  basement. 

The  synod  will  begin  hiring 
support  staff  once  the  office 
opens,  Jenkins  said. 

The  mailing  address  and  tele- 
phone number  will  be  the  same 
as  the  temporary  office:  P.O. 
Box  27026,  Richmond,  Va. 
23261,  (804)  342-0016. 


Massanetta  hearing  set 


The  date  for  a  hearing  before 
a  church  judicial  body  on  the 
Massanetta  Springs  issue  has 
been  set  for  Oct.  6.  The  General 
Assembly's  Permanent  Judicial 
Commission  will  hear  the  case 
then.  Meanwhile,  proceedings  in 
civil  court  in  Virginia  have  not 
yet  had  a  date  set. 

The  Board  of  Trustees  of 
Massanetta  Springs  Conference 


Center  filed  a  complaint  with  the 
Assembly's  commission,  the 
highest  church  judicial  group,  in 
June  in  response  to  the  demand 
from  the  synod  that  the  trustees 
resign  immediately.  The  trustees 
also  filed  in  civil  court.  At  issue 
is  whether  the  synod  has  author- 
ity over  the  trustees. 

The  trustees  voted  last  fall  to 
close  the  center. 


Page  2,  The  Presbyterian  News,  August  1989 


More  than  250  men  attend 
annual  synod  conference 


Election  of  1989-1990  Officers  of  Presbyterian  Men. 


More  than  250  men  attended 
the  1989  Presbyterian  Men's 
Conference  for  the  Synod  of  the 
Mid-Atlantic,  held  at  Eagle 
Eyrie  Assembly  in  Lynchburg, 
Va.,  July  14-16.  The  theme  was 
"The  Challenge  of  Being  a 
Presbyterian  Man."  Dr.  Richard 
Armstrong  and  a  team  from 
Princeton  Seminary  led  the 
conference. 

Participants  discussed  such 
issues  as  identity,  current  stage 
of  faith,  demographics  of  this 
region,  personal  growth,  and  the 
unique  problems  each  area  in  the 
synod  faces. 

The  men  also  elected  new 
officers  for  the  next  year.  They 
include  Floyd  Gilbert,  president; 
Earl  Russell,  executive  vice-pre- 
sident; Ray  Griffin,  vice-presi- 
dent for  conference;  Lee  Liggan 
Jr.,  vice-president  for  develop- 
ment; Vivian  Moses,  vice-pres- 
ident for  missions;  the  Rev. 
Edward  McLeod,  minister  ad- 


visor; Dan  Piper,  secretary; 
Brock  Vaughn,  treasurer;  Don 
De  Sarro,  assistant  treasurer; 
Tom  Harrell,  publicity  chair; 
and  Raymond  Stein,  registra- 
tion chair. 

Richard  Armstrong  is  a  for- 
mer minor-league  baseball  play- 
er and  later  public-relations 
director  for  the  Baltimore  Ori- 
oles who  then  went  to  seminary 
and  became  a  pastor.  He  now 
occupies  the  Ashenfelter  Chair 
of  Ministry  and  Evangelism  at 
Princeton  Seminary. 

Other  leaders  from  Princeton 
were  the  Rev.  Michael  Living- 
ston, director  of  admissions,  and 
Dr.  Samuel  Moffett,  former 
missionary  who  is  now  Henry 
Winters  Luce  Professor  of  Ecu- 
menics  and  Mission  at  Princeton 
Seminary. 

Also  helping  lead  the  meeting 
were  24  ministers  from  within 
the  synod,  who  led  small  discus- 


Plans  begin  for  group 
studying  church  growth 


The  agenda  is  set  for  the  first 
meeting  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church  (U.S.A.)  Task  Force  on 
Church  Membership  Growth,  to 
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be  held  in  Louisville  Oct.  16-18. 
The  Rev.  Thomas  Erickson, 
pastor  of  Valley  Church  in 
Paradise  Valley,  Ariz.,  and  chair 
of  the  task  force,  met  in  Louis- 
ville July  27  with  members  of  the 
group's  staff  team  to  plan  the 
initial  gathering. 

The  planners  will  ask  the  22 
task-force  members  to  read  two 
books — The  Restructuring  of 
American  Religion  by  Robert 
Wuthnow  and  American  Main- 
line Religion  by  William  McKin- 
ney  and  Wade  Clark  Roof.  They 
will  also  review  the  1976  Pres- 
byterian Panel  survey  on  mem- 
bership growth  and  materials 
published  as  a  result  of  the  Lilly 
Endowment  research  study  con- 
ducted recently  by  Louisville 
Presbyterian  Theological  Semi- 
nary. Task-force  member  Jo- 
seph Coalter  of  the  seminary 
faculty  was  instrumental  in  that 
study  of  the  decline  of  mainline 
Protestant  denominations  in  the 
United  States. 

Erickson  indicated  the  main 
purpose  of  the  first  task-force 
meeting  will  be  building  a  sense 
of  community,  telling  stories  of 
faith,  sharing  expectations  for 
the  group's  work,  clarifying  the 
issues  of  the  group,  and  setting 
directions  for  its  future  work. 


sion  groups. 

The  meeting  included  lectures 
and  programs  by  Armstrong  and 
the  others  from  Princeton,  the 
small-group  discussions,  singing 
and  fellowship,  a  sunrise  service, 
and  a  business  meeting. 

Armstrong  spoke  on  the  con- 
ference's first  evening  on  "What 
Presbyterian  Men  Believe."  He 
spoke  later  on  "Who  Are  These 
Presbyterian  Men?"  "When 
Presbyterian  Men  Serve  Best," 
and  "The  Challenge  of  Being  a 
Presbyterian  Man." 

Music  director  was  Kemper 
Bausell,  a  choir  and  band  direc- 
tor from  Grundy,  Va.  Ray  and 
Lee  Harris  performed  music 
during  the  conference.  Edward 
McLeod  led  a  communion  ser- 
vice. He  is  pastor  of  Kings  Grant 
Church  in  Virginia  Beach,  Va. 

The  outgoing  president,  Arne 
Brolin,  opened  the  conference 
sessions. 


New,  small  churches 
can  borrow  building 


Money  is  available  for  new 
or  small  churches  in  the 
Synod  of  the  Mid-Atlantic  to 
borrow  at  moderate  interest 
rates  for  building  or  renovat- 
ing church  buildings  or 
manses  as  the  result  of  action 
by  the  Synod  Assembly  in 
May.  Commissioners  ap- 
proved a  plan  for  a  Small 
Church  and  Manse  Loan 
Fund. 

The  fund  comes  from  the 
former  Synod  of  North  Ca- 
rolina; the  Synod  Council's 
Finance  Committee  present- 
ed the  plan  to  extend  the  fund 
throughout  the  entire  new 
synod. 

Under  the  fund's  guide- 
lines, new  churches  (known  as 
new  church  development  pro- 
jects) can  borrow  up  to 
$50,000,  while  small  churches 
—  under  250  members  —  can 
borrow  up  to  $25,000.  The 
maximum  amount  of  each 
loan  will  depend  on  available 
funds  and  the  church's  ability 
to  repay  the  loan. 

The  fund  has  about 
$825,000  in  it;  $627,000,  how- 
ever, is  outstanding  loans. 
The  fund  is  revolving:  as 
churches  repay  their  loans, 
they  replenish  the  fund  for 
future  loans. 

The  interest  rate,  under  the 


guidelines,  is  the  greater  of 
seven  percent  or  the  prevail- 
ing prime  rate  minus  eight 
percent.  "Currently,  the  rate 
is  seven  percent,"  said  the 
Rev.  Joseph  Pickard,  the 
synod's  associate  executive 
for  finance. 

The  guidelines  limit  the 
term  of  loans  to  12  years  and 
set  payments  at  every  month. 
Churches  can  prepay  their 
loans  without  penalty. 

Other  important  guidelines 
require  that: 

•  the  church  (or  its  presb- 
ytery) obtain  insurance  cov- 
erage equal  to  80  percent  of 
the  appraised  value; 

•  the  presbytery  review  the 
adequacy  of  the  church's 
planning  and  mission  goals 
and  approve  the  loan  request; 

•  any  church  applying  be 
incorporated  (when  permit- 
ted by  law). 

The  Finance  Committee 
must  approve  all  loans.  The 
committee  administers  the 
fund  and  manages  invest- 
ments. Interest  on  those  in- 
vestments goes  back  into  the 
fund. 

Interested  churches  should 
apply  to  the  Synod  Council 
Finance  Committee,  Synod  of 
the  Mid-Atlantic,  P.O.  Box 
27026,  Richmond,  Va.  23261. 


St.  Andrews  prof  Geffert  dies 


Prof.  Carl  Geffert  of  St. 
Andrews  Presbyterian  College 
in  Laurinburg,  N.C,  died  on 
July  20.  He  had  turned  63  on 
July  7. 

An  associate  professor  of 
German,  Geffert  served  as  chair 
of  the  department  of  foreign 
languages  at  St.  Andrews.  He 
taught  German,  linguistics,  and 
studies  on  the  Holocaust.  He 
served  as  secretary  of  the  faculty 
for  several  years. 


He  had  taught  at  St.  Andrews 
since  1963. 

(Jii  it.  "'  i  ''iil  lo  IIOZ  5£ll  -liflffO 

Geffert  graduated  from  the 
University  of  Virginia  and 
earned  a  master's  degree  from 
the  University  of  California  at 
Berkeley.  He  studied  at  the 
University  of  Marburg  in  Ger- 
many under  a  Rotary  Interna- 
tional Fellowship  in  1950-51  and 
studied  and  taught  in  Stuttgart, 
Germany,  under  a  Fulbright 
Grant  in  1959. 


Vocation  Sunday  marks  idea 
of  call  from  God  to  one's  work 


The  synod  helps  mark  the 
concept  of  Christian  vocation  by 
observing  Christian  Vocation 
Sunday  each  year  on  the  Sunday 
before  Labor  Day.  This  year, 
that  day  is  Sept.  3. 

The  synod's  Career  and  Per- 
sonal Counseling  Service  has 
prepared  a  packet  of  suggestions 
on  how  churches  can  observe  the 
day.  The  service  sent  the  packet 
to  each  church  in  the  synod. 

"Each  year  a  number  of  con- 
gregations use  this  Sunday  to 
emphasize  the  connection  be- 
tween work-life  and  faith,"  the 
service  said  in  a  news  release. 

The  service  operates  on  a  basic 
promise  that  each  individual  is 
called  to  serve  God  through 
every  area  of  life.  The  purpose 
of  observing  Christian  Vocation 
Sunday  is  to  help  people: 

•  understand  the  concept  of 
Christian  vocation  as  the  call  to 
serve  God  and  humanity 
through  every  area  of  life; 

•  interpret  the  place  of  work 
within  the  vocation  of  a  Chris- 
tian; 

•  understand  how  Christians' 
work  and  working  relationships 
witness  to  their  faith; 


•  deal  creatively  with  career 
change  or  retirement  within  the 
concept  of  Christian  vocation; 

•  be  aware  of  services  offered 
by  the  service  at  its  centers  in 
Laurinburg  and  Charlotte,  N.C. 

The  service  offers  a  compre- 
hensive, three-day  program  that 
focuses  on  all  of  one's  life  in 
determining  the  vocational  call. 
An  alternate  two-day  program 
focuses  more  strictly  on  career 
planning. 

The  programs  are  for  adults. 
In  addition,  however,  the  service 
operates  a  program  for  high- 
school  youths  on  the  vocational 
call;  it  coordinates  that  program 
through  youth  groups  in 
churches  of  the  synod.  It  also 


operates  a  program  for  candi- 
dates for  the  ministry,  whereby 
they  receive  evaluation  on 
whether  they  do  indeed  have  a 
call  and  what  kinds  of  ministry 
best  suit  them. 

In  regard  to  observing  Chris- 
tian Vocation  Sunday,  more 
information  is  available  from 
Trish  Harris  or  Dr.  Elbert  Pat- 
ton  at  the  Career  and  Personal 
Counseling  Service,  St.  Andrews 
Presbyterian  College,  Laurin- 
burg, N.C.  28352  (telephone 
919-276-3162),  or  Sue  Setzer, 
Career  and  Personal  Counseling 
Service,  4108  Park  Road,  Suite 
200,  Charlotte,  N.C.  28209  (tele- 
phone 704-523-7751). 


Synod  to  nominate  GAC  member 


The  Synod  of  the  Mid-Atlan- 
tic is  one  of  five  synods  to 
nominate  people  to  serve  on  the 
General  Assembly  Council  in  the 
class  of  1993.  The  church's 
mission  design  phased  in  nom- 
inations by  synods  and  presby- 
teries so  that  someone  from  each 
synod  would  serve  on  the  council 
and  18  presbyteries  would  have 


representation  on  a  rotating 
basis. 

The  five  synods  and  six  pres- 
byteries nominating  people  for 
the  1993  class  will  complete  the 
phasing  in  of  the  design.  Each 
synod  and  presbytery  will  sug- 
gest three  names  to  the  General 
Assembly  Nominating  Commit- 
tee, which  will  propose  one. 


The  Presbyterian  News,  August  1989,  Page  3 


1st  candidate  for  '90 
moderator  endorsed 


Presbyterian  News  Service 

The  first  candidate  for 
moderator  of  the  1990  Gen- 
eral Assembly  has  been  an- 
nounced. The  Rev.  M.  Dou- 
glas Harper  was  endorsed  by 
the  Presbytery  of  New  Cov- 
enant when  it  met  June  28. 
He  has  been  pastor  of  St. 
Andrew's  Church  in  Hous- 
ton, Tex.,  since  1961. 

The  Assembly  will  take 
place  in  Salt  Lake  City,  Utah, 
May  29-June  6,  1990. 

Among  Harper's  earlier 
pastorates  was  one  at  Pitts- 
boro  Church  in  North  Caro- 
lina, in  what  is  now  the  Synod 
of  the  Mid-Atlantic,  1954-57. 
He  also  served  another  pas- 
torate in  Texas  and  one  in 
Alabama. 

Harper  served  on  the  Com- 
mittee on  Reunion.  He  is  also 
past  president  of  the  Cove- 
nant Fellowship  of  Presbyter- 
ians, an  evangelical  group 


originating  in  the  Presbyteri- 
an Church  U.S.,  for  which  he 
served  as  editor  of  Open 
Letter,  the  group's  newsletter. 

A  graduate  of  the  Univer- 
sity of  Southern  Mississippi, 
he  received  his  B.D.  degree 
magna  cum  laude  from  Co- 
lumbia Theological  Seminary 
and  holds  a  Ph.  D.  from  Duke 
University. 

In  endorsing  his  nomina- 
tion, the  presbytery  said 
Harper  "was  instrumental  in 
bringing  about  a  climate  of 
trust  and  good  will  among 
congregations  of  the  Presby- 
terian Church  (U.S.A.)  dur- 
ing Presbyterian  reunion." 

The  presbytery  said  his  role 
during  1990-91  could  be  cru- 
cial because  Article  13  in  the 
Book  of  Order  allowing  for- 
mer PCUS  churches  .to  leave 
the  PCUSA  with  property 
expires  during  the  next  mod- 
erator's term  of  office. 


'Genesis  House'  to  shelter 
abused  children  in  Virginia 


A  shelter  for  abused  and 
neglected  children  in  central 
Virginia  will  form  a  new  ministry 
of  the  Presbyterian  Home  and 
Family  Services,  Inc.,  based  in 
Lynchburg,  Va.  The  Presbyteri- 
an Children's  Home  in  Lynch- 
burg will  house  the  new  program 
in  the  recently  renovated  Terry 
Cottage  on  its  campus;  the 
shelter  is  scheduled  to  open  by 
Oct.  1. 

The  shelter  will  be  called 
"Genesis  House."  It  will  offer  re- 
fuge for  children  aged  two  to  1 2; 
housing  is  not  available  to  such 
children  in  the  area  except  as 
emergency  foster  care.  That  kind 
of  care  can  be  hard  to  get  and 
may  uproot  the  child  severely. 

Genesis  House  will  offer  these 
children  a  homelike  setting;  it 


will  also  allow  children  from  the 
same  family  to  stay  together. 
The  kind  of  children  who  will 
stay  in  the  shelter  are  abused  or 
neglected  children  taken  into  the 
custody  of  Lynchburg's  Depart- 
ment of  Social  Services.  Genesis 
House  will  accommodate  up  to 
eight  children,  who  may  stay  60 
days  at  most.  While  they  are  there, 
social  workers  will  seek  a  perma- 
nent home  for  them  or  the  re- 
storation of  their  own  broken  home. 

Professional  houseparents 
will  supervise  the  shelter. 

Several  businesses  and  civic 
groups  in  the  area  are  supporting 
the  shelter. 

The  renovation  of  Terry  Cot- 
tage cost  $200,000.  Donations 
have  funded  part  of  that  cost; 
the  Presbyterian  Home  is  work- 


ing to  raise  the  rest. 

Renovators  gutted  the  inside 
of  the  building,  dating  from  the 
1920s,  and  built  a  redesigned 
interior.  It  now  has  kitchen 
facilities. 

The  cottage  originally  housed 
the  superintendent  of  what  was 
then  Presbyterian  Orphans' 
Home.  Later  it  housed  teachers. 
Most  recently  it  has  housed  off- 
duty  houseparents. 

Presbyterian  Home  and  Fam- 
ily Services,  Inc.,  operates  the 
Home  in  Lynchburg  and  the 
Zuni  Presbyterian  Training  Cen- 
ter in  Zuni,  Va.,  which  trains 
mentally  retarded  adults  to  work 
and  live  in  their  communities. 
The  agency  plans  to  open  a  group 
home  for  mentally  retarded 
people  in  northern  Virginia. 


Frosh  at  synod  colleges 
receive  scholarships 


Margaret  Bear,  95,  dies 


Margaret  White  Bear,  95,  of 
Massanetta  Springs,  Va.,  died 
May  23  at  Sunnyside  Presbyte- 
rian Home.  She  was  the  widow 
of  Dr.  James  E.  Bear  Jr.,  for- 
merly a  faculty  member  at  Union 
Theological  Seminary  in  Rich- 
mond. 

After  their  marriage  in  1923, 
the  Bears  went  as  full-time 
missionaries  to  China  for  seven 
years.  Bear  himself  was  born  in 
China,  the  son  of  missionaries. 

Upon  their  return,  Bear  served 
as  stated  supply  at  Read  Memo- 
rial Church  in  Richmond  in 
1931-32,  then  joined  the  faculty 
at  Union  Seminary  in  1932, 
where  he  taught  until  1963. 

Mrs.  Bear  founded  and  ran  for 
30  years  as  a  voluntary  service 
"The  Missionary  Closet,"  from 
which  she  supplied  clothing  to 
missionaries  and  church 
workers.  The  idea  spread  to 
three  other  seminaries  of  the 

Queens  student 
wins  catechism 
contest  award 

A  Queens  College  student  is 
among  a  record  51  students  who 
won  Samuel  Robinson  Scholar- 
ships during  the  past  academic 
year,  announced  Margaret 
Brown,  manager  of  the  Finan- 
cial Aid  for  Studies  Program  of 
the  Presbyterian  Church 
(U.S.A.).  Jennifer  Garner  is  the 
Queens  student. 

The  scholarships,  in  the 
amount  of  $1,000  each,  are 
available  on  a  competitive  basis 
to  students  attending  any  of  the 
69  colleges  related  to  the  PCU- 
SA. Competition  for  the  awards 
involves  memorizing  and  recit- 
ing the  answers  to  The  Shorter 
Catechism  and  writing  an  essay 
on  an  assigned  topic  related  to 
the  catechism. 

Funds  for  the  scholarships 
came  from  Samuel  Robinson,  a 
self-made  and  self-educated 
Presbyterian,  who  believed  in 
the  character-forming  results  of 
memorizing  The  Shorter  Cate- 
chism. The  competition  began  in 
1936. 

The  essay  topic  this  year  was 
"sin"  as  it  is  treated  in  The 
Shorter  Catechism.  Students 
had  to  address  many  issues 
relating  to  sin. 


Presbyterian  Church.  In  1963, 
the  Presbyterian  School  of 
Christian  Education  in  Rich- 
mond established  a  scholarship 
in  her  name  in  recognition  of  the 
services  rendered  through  "The 
Missionary  Closet." 

In  1971,  the  Bears  moved  to 
Sunnyside  Retirement  Home  at 
Massanetta  Springs.  Dr.  Bear 
died  in  1977. 

Mrs.  Bear  was  active  in  the 
Ginter  Park  Church  in  Rich- 
mond for  many  years.  At  the 
time  of  her  death,  she  was  a 
member  of  the  Massanutten 
Church. 

Surviving  are  one  son,  James 
E.  Bear  III,  of  Oak  Ridge,  N.C.; 
three  daughters,  Mrs.  Margaret 
B.  Moore,  Athens,  Ga.,  Mrs. 
Eleanor  B.  Wallace,  Ashland, 
Va.,  and  Jean  Bear,  Richmond; 
five  grandchildren;  three  great- 
grandchildren; and  four  sisters. 


Nearly  275  Presbyterians  en- 
tering college  received  scholar- 
ships to  Presbyterian  colleges 
under  the  National  Presbyterian 
College  Scholarship  program 
for  1989-90.  Nine  colleges  in  the 
Synod  of  the  Mid-Atlantic  were 
among  the  63  Presbyterian- 
related  colleges  participating. 

Only  Presbyterian  students 
attending  Presbyterian  colleges 
are  eligible  for  the  scholarships, 
which  range  from  $100  to  $2,000 
per  year.  The  awards  are  renew- 
able for  more  than  one  year,  but 
only  first-year  students  are 
eligible  to  apply. 

Each  college  has  a  different 


contract  with  the  program.  Most 
colleges  fund  scholarship  win- 
ners' awards  on  a  matching  basis 
with  the  program.  A  few  colleges 
pay  the  entire  scholarship. 

The  colleges  in  the  synod 
taking  part  and  the  number  of 
incoming  students  at  each  re- 
ceiving the  scholarship  are:  Bar- 
ber-Scotia College,  one;  David- 
son College,  25;  Hampden- 
Sydney  College,  seven;  Johnson 
C.  Smith  University,  two;  Mary 
Baldwin  College,  10;  Montreat- 
Anderson  College,  two;  Queens 
College,  four;  St.  Andrews  Pres- 
byterian College,  17;  Warren 
Wilson  College,  eight. 


Ex-PCUS  official  dies 


Malcolm  Calhoun,  86,  of 
Laurinburg,  N.C.,  died  in  April. 
He  served  as  secretary  of  Chris- 
tian action  for  the  Board  of 
Christian  Education  of  the  old 
Presbyterian  Church  U.S.  in 
Richmond,  Va.,  from  1958  until 
he  retired  in  1971.  He  previously 
worked  for  the  Board  of  Church 


Extension  from  1952  to  1958. 

Calhoun  served  as  stated 
supply  of  the  Reynolda  Church 
in  Winston-Salem,  N.C.,  in  1934 
and  as  pastor  of  the  St.  Pauls, 
N.C.  Church  1934-1944. 

He  is  survived  by  his  wife, 
Margaret  Cromartie  Calhoun; 
one  son;  and  two  daughters. 


SDOP  funds  3 
projects  in  area 

Among  13  projects  funded 
for  1989-90  by  the  General 
Assembly's  Self-Develop- 
ment of  Peoples  Committee 
at  its  May  meeting  were  three 
from  within  the  geographic 
area  of  the  Synod  of  the  Mid- 
Atlantic.  They  are: 

The  Baltimore  American 
Indian  Center  in  Baltimore, 
Md.,  which  received  a  grant 
of  $20,000  to  operate  a  con- 
cession stand  at  Baltimore's 
Municipal  Stadium  during 
the  baseball  season. 

The  Dungannon  Develop- 
ment Commission  in  Dun- 
gannon, Va.,  received  $25,000 
to  fund  programs  in  literacy, 
factory  rebuilding,  parent 
advocacy,  emergency  assis- 
tance, and  other  community- 
development  programs. 

The  McClure  River  Valley 
Development  Center  in  Nora, 
Va.,  received  $25,000  to  pro- 
vide pre-school  programs  for 
children  and  adult  literacy 
programs  in  Dickenson 
County.   


Associate  Executive 
For  Synod  Ministries 

Synod  of  the  Mid-Atlantic 

The  Synod  of  the  Mid- Atlantic,  Presby- 
terian Church  (U.S.A.),  consisting  of  350,000 
Presbyterians  of  diverse  traditions  located 
in  Delaware,  the  District  of  Columbia, 
Maryland,  North  Carolina,  Virginia  and  eight 
counties  in  West  Virginia  invites  applications 
and  nominations  for  the  position  of  Asso- 
ciate Executive  for  Synod  Ministries.  We 
seek  a  person  with  administrative  ability, 
some  awareness  of  the  Church's  work  in 
the  ecumenical,  educational,  campus,  care, 
and  justice  ministry  areas,  and  able  to  work 
collegially.  This  person  should  be  a  Deacon, 
Elder  or  Minister  of  the  Word  preferably  with 
ten  years  experience  as  a  church  profession- 
al or  volunteer.  (AA/EEO  Employer) 

Dossiers  are  due  by  Sept.  15,  1989. 

Write:  Associate  Executive  Search  Commit- 
tee, P.O.  Box  27026,  Richmond,  Virginia 
23261. 


Associate  Executive 

For  Presbytery 
Partnership  Ministries 

Synod  of  the  Mid-Atlantic 

The  Synod  of  the  Mid- Atlantic,  Presby- 
terian Church  (U.S.A.),  consisting  of  350,000 
Presbyterians  of  diverse  traditions  located 
in  Delaware,  the  District  of  Columbia, 
Maryland,  North  Carolina,  Virginia  and  eight 
counties  in  West  Virginia  invites  applications 
and  nominations  for  the  position  of  Asso- 
ciate Executive  for  Presbytery  Partnership 
Ministries.  We  seek  a  person  of  administra- 
tive competence;  with  some  knowledge  or 
awareness  of  Presbyteries  and  their  respon- 
sibilities and  ministries  as  a  part  of  the  whole 
church;  able  to  work  collegially;  a  Deacon, 
Elder  or  Minister  of  the  Word,  preferably 
with  ten  years  experience  as  a  church  pro- 
fessional or  volunteer.  (AA/EEO  Employer) 

Dossiers  are  due  by  Sept.  15,  1989. 
Write:  Associate  Executive  Search  Commit 
tee,  P.O.  Box  27026,  Richmond,  Virginia 
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In  a  noisy  culture,  quiet  and  solitude  can  reveal  inner  life 


"...there  was  silence  in  heaven  about 
the  space  of  half  an  hour."  (Rev.  8:1) 

What  do  these  words  mean?  Do  they 
mean  that  when  we  get  to  heaven  well 
be  so  awed  and  amazed  at  the  wonder 
that  it'll  take  half  an  hour  to  catch  our 
breaths?  Or,  do  they  mean  that  well 
never  experience  half  an  hour  of  silence 
until  we  get  to  heaven.  I  don't  know. 
But  I  know  this,  that  silence  is  a  rare 
commodity  in  this  life. 

Ours  is  a  noisy  culture.  We  awaken 
to  the  buzzing  of  an  alarm  clock,  and 
end  the  day  with  the  racket  of  television. 
In  between  our  lives  are  jammed  with 
unending  noise.  A  woman  in  a  nursing 
home  told  me,  "I  keep  my  television 
on  all  day,  I  don't  pay  attention  to  it, 
I  just  keep  it  on  for  company."  Even 
when  we  walk,  the  opportunity  for 
solitude  is  lost  when  we  wear  our  "walk- 
man"  radios,  and  are  further  bom- 
barded with  sound.  Silence  is  seen  as 
some  kind  of  deviant  behavior.  "She 
seems  so  quiet,"  we  say,  as  if  being  quiet 
is  some  kind  of  strange  behavior.  If 
silence  is  golden,  then  most  of  us  are 
bankrupt! 

Sociologist  John  P.  Robinson  of  the 
University  of  Minnesota  recently  did  a 
study  regarding  our  "free  time."  He 


By 

Richard 
Morgan 


found  that  the  time  we  devote  to  eating 
and  sleeping  has  remained  constant 
since  1985,  but  "free  time"  was  up  five 
and  a  half  hours.  Half  that  free  time, 
he  discovered,  was  spent  in  watching 
television. 

Several  weeks  ago  I  had  the  marvel- 
ous opportunity  of  spending.three  days 
in  absolute  solitude  in  the  mountains. 
I  was  two  miles  from  the  nearest  person 
and  had  time  for  silent  walks  along 
mountain  trails.  It  was  strange  at  first, 
but  I  learned  to  listen  to  "the  sounds 
of  silence,"  and  became  aware  of  the 
depths  of  an  inner  life  that  is  available 
if  we  seek  it. 

We  all  have  our  mental  pictures  of 
Jesus.  The  compassionate  lover  of  our 
souls,  the  friend  of  children,  the 
advocate  of  the  outcasts.  One  that 


continues  to  haunt  me  is  the  image  of 
the  praying  Christ,  who  left  the  crowds 
and  even  his  closest  friends  to  be  alone 
in  the  silence. 

"O  Sabbath  rest  by  Galilee 

O  calm  of  hills  above, 

Where  Jesus  knelt  to  share  with  Thee 

The  silence  of  eternity 

Interpreted  by  love." 

In  all  of  his  life  journey,  Jesus  would 
withdraw  to  be  alone,  to  seek  the 
presence  of  his  Father,  to  be  renewed 
in  spirit. 

Silence  helps  us  to  be  centered.  We 
are  so  distracted  and  stressed  out, 
pulled  in  so  many  directions.  Like 
rubber  bands  stretched  to  our  limit,  we 
respond  to  one  crisis  after  another. 
Quiet  time  helps  to  get  in  touch  with 
ourselves.  During  that  blessed  solitude 
in  the  mountains  I  felt  at-one  with 
myself.  Did  I  hear  God  speaking  special 
instructions?  No,  but  I  understood  that 
God  is  always  speaking  in  the  sacred- 
ness  of  the  ordinary.  I  became  aware 
of  life  in  a  new  way,  the  beauty  of 
nature,  the  flowers  of  summer,  my  life, 
present  and  past,  people  in  my  midst, 
and  those  gone. 

Silence  is  therapeutic.  It  is  its  own 
medicine  of  the  soul.  It  heals.  No 
wonder  Whittier  prayed, 


"Drop  thy  still  dews  of  quietness, 
Till  all  our  strivings  cease. 
Take  from  our  souls  the  strain  and 
stress, 

And  let  our  ordered  lives  confess 
The  beauty  of  thy  peace." 
So,  with  the  psalmist  we  pray,  "For 
God  alone  my  soul  waits  in  silence...." 
(Psalm  62:1).  For  it  is  not  in  the 
discordant  noise  and  clamor  that  God 
comes,  but  in  the  silence.  God  entered 
history  so  silently  on  that  first  silent 
night,  "a  little  baby  thing  that  made  a 
mother  cry." 

No  one  would  desire  silence  all  the 
time.  "It  is  not  good  for  us  to  be  alone." 
But  don't  neglect  some  silence  in  your 
life.  I  believe  God  used  that  time  of 
silence  in  my  life  to  slow  down  my 
frantic,  Type  A  lifestyle,  and  let  me 
restore  my  soul.  As  the  poet  put  it, 
"What  is  this  life,  if  full  of  care 
We  have  no  time  to  stand  and  stare 
No  time  to  stand  beneath  the  boughs 
And  stare  as  long  as  sheep  and  cows, 
Poor  life,  this,  if  full  of  care 
We  have  no  time  to  stand  and  stare." 
I  began  to  stare.  The  silence  was 
incredible. 

Dr.  Richard  L.  Morgan  is  pastor  of 
Fairview  Church  in  Lenoir,  N.C. 


Presbyterians  have  right 
to  know  where  dollars  go 


The  article  "Groups  getting  church 
money  to  be  listed"  in  the  June  issue 
of  the  News  was  interesting. 

Congratulations  to  Mr.  Paul 
Scotchmer,  CEO  for  Presbyterians  for 
Democracy  and  Religious  Freedom, 
for  his  persistence  in  finally  getting  a 
disclosure  as  to  who  gets  contributions 
and  grants  from  General  Assembly. 

Ill  wager  that  less  than  five  percent 
of  the  sessions  —  let  alone  congrega- 
tions —  know  what  is  going  on.  This 
is  of  great  concern,  especially  in  the 
Southern  churches. 

It  appears  that  Mr.  S.  David  Stoner, 
executive  director  of  the  General 
Assembly  Council,  has  made  a  "federal 
case"  out  of  the  disclosure,  saying  that 
"research  into  financial  disclosure 
policies"  seemed  to  validate  such 
disclosure. 

Who  does  he  think  is  footing  the 
bills?! 

A.E.  Gibson 
Washington,  N.C. 


I  write  of  pornography  and  the 
blatant  disrespect  of  our  Christian 
faith.  Children  are  particularly  vulner- 
able. Millions  are  exploited  daily  by 
porn  peddlers.  As  many  disappear 
from  their  homes.  I  believe  the  church 
could  turn  this  disaster  around  if  we 
would  just  unite  and  give  this  problem 
priority. 

The  American  Family  Association 
has  a  plan  for  this,  where  each 
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individual  Christian  can  help.  If  each 
church  is  willing  to  put  information 
in  its  bulletins  or  newsletters  (phone 
numbers,  addresses,  and  short  expla- 
nations) on  a  monthly  basis,  then  each 
person  in  the  pews  who  has  a  concern 
for  children  would  be  glad  to  make 
that  phone  call,  mail  that  card,  write 
their  Congressman,  or  just  speak  up 
and  voice  their  objection  whenever  or 
wherever  they  see  pornography  sold. 

The  problem  may  look  big,  but 
nothing  is  too  big  for  our  Lord  to 
handle  if  we  allow  him  to  use  us.  This 
is  a  Christian's  responsibility.  Fighting 
the  evils  of  society  in  the  name  of 
Christ  is  a  spiritual  battle  that  can  be 
won  if  the  churches  go  into  action.  One 
cannot  compare  this  plan  with  "church 
programs."  A  program  sort  of  denotes 
something  temporary.  This  is  a  spir- 
itual battle  that  has  to  be  a  way  of 
life,  if  ever  we  are  to  restore  the  moral 
fiber  of  our  nation. 

Remember  that  when  we  do  not  act 
to  oppose  evil,  it  means  acceptance  to 
our  children.  Our  silence  got  us  into 
this  mess  and  we  are  part  of  the 
problem  as  long  as  we  remain  silent. 

Helen  Wilbur 
Washington,  N.C. 


COMMENTARY 


Women's  Unit  objects  to 
Court's  abortion  decision 


'Sustainable  agriculture'  would 
'regenerate,  protect'  environment 


A  study  document  on  American 
agriculture  questions  the  long-term 
viability  of  conventional  farming  oper- 
ations in  the  United  States.  The  paper 
says  "sustainable  agriculture"  is  one 
which  "regenerates  and  protects  the 
environment. ..and  is  supportive  of  rural 
community,"  while  also  allowing  farm 
families  to  receive  a  decent  income. 

A  group  of  farmers,  environmentalists, 
agricultural  academics,  rural  pastors, 
and  church  specialists  on  public  policy 
prepared  the  paper,  "Sustainability  in 
Agriculture:  Challenge  for  the  Church," 
at  the  initiative  of  three  U.S.  churches' 
social-policy  units.  Those  three  were  the 


Evangelical  Lutheran  Church  in  Amer- 
ica, the  Presbyterian  Church  (U.S.A.), 
and  the  United  Methodist  Church. 

Sustainable  agriculture  will  "demand 
more  time  and  skill  in  management,"  but 
will  require  less  labor  in  some  other 
respects  and  fewer  items  such  as  chem- 
icals and  high-technology  machines. 

"U.S.  agriculture  has  become  some- 
thing of  a  model  for  food  production 
around  the  world,"  the  paper  argues,  and 
it  says  changes  in  the  way  the  U.S.  farms 
"can  signal  to  the  world  that  modifying 
current  practices  will  bring  benefits  to 
all  humanity." 


Following  the  decision  of  the  Supreme 
Court  in  the  case  of  Webster  v.  Repro- 
ductive Health  Services,  the  decision 
allowing  state  governments  some  control 
over  abortions,  the  Women's  Ministry 
Unit  of  the  General  Assembly,  which 
addresses  the  issue  of  abortion,  released 
a  statement  arguing  that  the  decision  "in 
allowing  state  government  to  consider 
the  question  of  when  life  begins,  has 
encouraged  the  implementation  of  one 
religious  perspective  at  the  expense  of 
others. 

"Because  there  are  currently  varying 
interpretations  and  there  is  no  medical 
or  legal  consensus  on  the  question,  and 
because  we  exist  in  a  pluralistic  environ- 
ment," the  statement  argued,  the  decision 
regarding  abortion  should  be  placed  with 
the  individual,  "to  be  made  on  the  basis 
of  conscience  and  personal  religious 
principles  free  from  government  interfer- 
ence." 

Citing  the  Assembly's  call  in  1979  for 
"public  funding  for  medically  safe 
abortion  care"  and  "opposition  to 
legislative  attempts  to  prohibit  abor- 
tions," the  unit  opposed  the  court's 
restriction  of  the  use  of  public  facilities 
and  employees  in  performing  abortions. 

"The  impact  of  this  ruling  will  be 
unduly  harsh  on  those  already  most 
vulnerable  in  our  society  —  the  poor  and 
young  women  —  a  disproportionate 
number  of  whom  are  women  of  color," 
the  statement  said.  "Public  hospitals  are 
their  only  means  of  health  care;  thus,  the 
court  has  taken  away  their  only  hope  for 
taking  control  of  their  lives. 

"As  women  who  care  about  ourselves 


and  our  sisters  and  affirm  their  rights 
as  full  moral  agents,  we  mourn  the  loss 
of  their  freedom,"  the  statement  said.  "As 
persons  of  faith,  we  affirm  the  diversity 
of  religious  interpretation  and  deplore 
infringement  of  government  upon  reli- 
gious liberty.  As  Americans  we  view  with 
alarm  the  erosion  of  individual  rights 
guaranteed  in  the  constitution  that  make 
us  a  free  people." 

The  General  Assembly  voted  in  June 
to  affirm  earlier  positions  that  "a  woman 
should  have  full  freedom  on  personal 
choice  concerning  completion  or  termi- 
nation of  her  pregnancy,  based  on  her 
own  faith  beliefs,  her  community  of 
support,  her  own  particular  socio- 
economic situation  and  life  circumstan- 
ces which  only  she  can  fully  know." 

The  Assembly  had  filed  a  friend  of  the 
court  brief  in  the  Webster  case.  It  asserted 
that  "the  morality  of  abortion  is  a 
question  of  stewardship  of  life  and 
abortion  can,  therefore,  be  considered  a 
responsible  choice  within  a  Christian 
ethical  framework  when,  for  example, 
serious  genetic  problems  arise  or  when 
resources  are  inadequate  to  care  for  a 
child  appropriately." 

The  brief  also  argued  that,  "although 
abortion  should  not  be  used  as  a  method 
of  birth  control,  the  abortion  decision 
must  remain  with  the  individual,  must 
be  made  on  the  basis  of  conscience  and 
personal  religious  principles,  and  must 
remain  free  from  governmental  interfer- 
ence. Thus,  the  legal  right  to  have  an 
abortion  is  a  necessary  prerequisite  to  the 
exercise  of  conscience  in  abortion 
decision." 


If  the  Bible  talked  as  bureaucrats  do... 


"In  this  Corner,"  by  Marj  Carpenter, 
in  the  News  Briefs  published  by  the  Office 
of  News  Services  of  the  General  Assem- 
bly, recently  reprinted  a  letter  the 
executive  presbyter  of  Sierra  Blanca 
Presbytery,  Shannon  Webster,  sent  as  a 
response  to  the  General  Assembly 
publication  "Guidelines  for  Committee 
on  Representation  Linkage." 

The  letter  said: 

And  Jesus  said,  "Who  do  you  say  that 


I  am?" 

And  Peter  replied,  "You  are  the 
ground  of  our  being,  the  ontological 
kerygma  in  which  we  resource  the 
ultimate  meaning  of  our  interpersonal 
relationships.  You  are  the  facilitating 
linkage  through  which  we  engage  in  the 
consultative  process  with  our  represen- 
tative constituency  groups." 

And  Jesus  said,  "What?" 
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Massanetta,  and  the  question  of  trust  and  trustees 


By  Mabel  S.  Barritt 

The  American  Heritage  Dictionary 
defines  the  word  "trust"  in  the  context 
of  law  as:  (a)  A  legal  title  to  property 
held  by  one  party  (the  trustee)  for  the 
benefit  of  another  (the  beneficiary),  (b) 
The  confidence  reposed  in  a  trustee  in 
giving  him  legal  title  to  property  to 
administer  for  another,  and  his  obliga- 
tion with  respect  to  the  property  and 
the  beneficiary,  (c)  The  property  so 
held,  (d)  The  right  of  the  beneficiary 
to  the  property. 

The  trustees  of  Massanetta 

Eldership  and  trusteeship  —  these  are 
two  special  ingredients  of  the  polity  of 
the  church  found  wanting  in  the  actions 
of  the  trustees  of  Massanetta  Springs. 
The  disturbing  question  is  why  17 
trustees  (seven  ministers  and  10  lay 
persons,  most  of  whom  are  elders)  did 
not  consider  their  obligations  to  the 
constitution  of  our  church  pertinent  to 
their  process  last  October  in  determin- 
ing to  close  and  sell  the  conference 
center  established  by  the  Synod  of 
Virginia  in  1922. 

Only  one  of  the  18  trustees  present 
voted  against  the  action,  an  elder, 
deeply  upset  to  the  core  of  his  being 
that  the  synod  was  not  consulted  before 
the  recommendation  was  presented  for 
immediate  action  at  the  meeting.  The 
stringent  measure  was  prompted  by  an 
economic  crisis  at  Massanetta  reported 
to  be  so  severe  as  to  warrant  not  only 
immediate  closing,  but  disposal  of  the 
land  in  order  to  form  another  opera- 


tion, a  foundation,  to  fund  innovative 
ministries  for  the  Presbyterian  Church. 

It  seems  the  charter  of  Massanetta 
is  the  definitive  document  and  the 
consent  of  synod,  the  beneficiary  of  the 
trust,  is  not  necessary.  The  corporation 
and  control  by  the  board  is  preserved, 
but  the  1984  covenant  with  synod  is 
ignored  and  broken,  and  the  constitution 
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of  the  Presbyterian  Church  (U.S.A.)  is 
violated.  A  shocking  state  of  affairs  for 
the  church  since  many  of  the  trustees 
hold  very  responsible  positions  in  their 
presbyteries  and  in  the  synod  including 
Union  Seminary! 

One  questions  how  the  trustees  who 
hold  pastorates  interpret  the  Book  of 
Order  provisions  on  church  property  to 
their  elders  when  preparing  them  for 
ordination  and  service  in  their  church. 
Would  they  maintain  the  right  of  the 
congregation  to  give  permission  for  the 
buying  and  selling  of  property  for  the 
church? 

No  great  wonder  that  a  storm  of 
protest  has  spilled  out  from  all  corners 
of  the  church.  The  peace  and  purity  of 
the  body  has  been  disturbed  and 
confidence  in  the  Massanetta  trustees 
is  eroded.  Irrespective  of  church  ordi- 
nances the  trustees  of  any  trust  are 
legally  accountable  to  the  beneficiary 
of  that  trust.  The  beneficiary  must  be 
informed  about  the  state  of  the  trust 
on  an  annual  basis  at  the  very  least, 


and  similarly  the  beneficiary  should  be 
kept  advised  of  unusual  circumstances 
affecting  the  stability  of  the  trust  as  it 
develops.  That  is  fiduciary  responsibil- 
ity. 

Unfortunately  the  trustees  did  not 
inform  the  synod  officially  that  all  was 
not  we// (because  of  the  financial  decline 
they  say  is  documented  in  the  minutes 
of  the  May  1988  board  meeting). 
Massanetta  does  not  send  its  minutes 
of  meetings  to  the  Synod  Council  nor 
does  it  send  financial  reports  either  to 
the  council  or  to  individual  churches 
as  a  matter  of  course. 

This  impression  is  conveyed  in  the 
trustees'  open  letter  to  the  public 
appearing  in  the  Harrisonburg  newspa- 
per last  February.  Indeed  the  letter 
states  that  they  were  reluctant  to 
broadcast  their  problems  to  the  world 
because  they  felt  that  would  only 
accelerate  the  decline  in  giving  and 
attendance.  Unhappily  they  can't  have 
it  both  ways. 

It  is  also  quite  inadequate  to  state 
that  everyone  knew  of  the  difficulties 
at  Massanetta.  Well,  certainly  "eve- 
ryone" is  aware  of  the  antiquated  hotel 
and  the  need  to  continue  its  upgrading, 
but  what  "everyone"  was  hearing  about 
in  May  1988  was  the  board's  Vission 
2000  master  plan  for  the  renovation  of 
the  hotel  and  that  Massanetta  was  on 
the  eve  of  great  service  to  the  church. 

Finally  the  board  did  not  submit  an 
annual  report  to  synod  for  inclusion  in 
the  Handbook  of  Reports  for  the 
October  4-5,  1988,  meeting  of  synod: 
a  legal  requirement  carried  out  by  all 


other  synod-related  institutions.  Even 
if  the  requirement  did  not  obtain,  the 
board  missed  a  golden  opportunity  to 
tell  the  world  that  Massanetta  was  in 
eminent  danger  and  that  selling  of  the 
land  might  be  a  consequence. 

The  October  21,  1988,  action  of  the 
trustees  was  a  terrific  shock,  the  more 
so  because  the  plan  to  sell  the  land  in 
order  to  form  a  foundation  is  not  in 
the  best  interests  of  the  beneficiary  of 
the  trust.  Oh,  it  would  be  nice  to  have 
another  entity  funding  different  minis- 
tries and  programs  of  the  church,  but 
to  sell  the  birthright  of  synod  to  achieve 
it  is  shortsighted.  Such  a  step  would 
close  the  door  forever  on  the  tremen- 
dous potential  for  ministry  on  the 
Massanetta  grounds. 

The  corporation  is  debt-free  with 
nearly  a  million  dollars  in  its  endow- 
ment fund.  Hardly  a  case  for  selling  the 
land,  which  is  a  greater  asset  to  the 
synod  than  a  foundation  would  be.  The 
property  constantly  appreciates  in 
value. 

Massanetta's  immediate  need  is  to 
secure  strong  leadership  that  is  able  to 
visualize  the  future  use  of  the  grounds 
for  the  synod. 

To  the  trustees:  You've  thrown  in  the 
towel  too  soon.  Step  back,  step  down, 
and  let  fresh  leadership  with  energy  and 
vision  see  what  can  be  accomplished. 

Mabel  S.  Barritt  was  a  trustee  of 
Massanetta  from  1975  to  1986  and  was 
president  of  the  Massanetta  board  from 
1982  to  1986. 


Peace  group  affirms  Israel's 
right  to  exist,  Palestine  state 


Thirty-four  members  of  the  Presbyterian 
Peacemaking  Program's  recent  study  delega- 
tion to  the  Middle  East  returned  to  the  United 
States  July  17  and  issued  a  statement  of 
"reflections  and  affirmations"  resulting  from 
their  experience.  The  group  visited  Israel  and 
the  occupied  territories. 

Their  statement  was  also  released  in 
Jerusalem  by  Jim  and  Elizabeth  Tykal- 
Barnhart,  Presbyterian  peace  associates  in  the 
Middle  East. 

The  preface  says  the  statement  contains  the 
group's  "reflections  and  affirmations."  The 
statement  follows  below. 

We  were  profoundly  moved: 

•  By  the  fears  of  Israelis  for  the  security 
of  their  state,  especially  in  the  context  of 
diaspora,  persecution  and  holocaust. 

•  By  the  conviction  of  Palestinians  that  they 
deserve  a  state  of  their  own. 

•  By  the  assurances  given  by  Palestinians 
that  they  accept  the  existence  of  Israel. 

•  By  the  death,  harassment  and  loss 
suffered  by  those  who  have  supported  their 
national  hopes  through  the  Uprising  (Intifada). 

•  By  the  anguish  of  Israelis  who  worry  over 
what  the  suppression  of  the  Intifada  is  doing 
to  the  Israeli  soul. 

•  Above  all,  by  the  urgent  need  for 
negotiations  directed  toward  resolution  of  the 
conflict. 

From  our  conversations,  visits  and  learning, 
we  affirm  the  following: 

1.  We  recognize  and  support  the  right  of 
the  State  of  Israel  to  exist. 


2.  We  support  the  right  of  Palestinian  self- 
determination,  including  the  establishment  of 
an  independent  Palestinian  state. 

3.  We  support  negotiations  which  may 
include  an  international  peace  conference,  with 
the  Palestine  Liberation  Organization  as  the 
representative  of  the  Palestinian  people. 

4.  We  deplore  violence  by  either  side  and 
believe  that  each  should  forego  acts  which 
cause  injury  and  death. 

5.  We  deplore  the  violation  of  human  rights 
of  the  Palestinian  people  in  the  Occupied 
Territories. 

6.  We  observed  that  Israeli  violations  of 
human  rights  include  killings,  beatings,  house 
demolitions,  administrative  detention  without 
due  process,  blanket  curfews,  deportations, 
blanket  closing  of  schools  and  the  expropri- 
ation of  land  without  due  process  or  compen- 
sation. 

7.  We  support  and  call  for  the  reopening 
of  all  schools,  colleges  and  universities  in  the 
Occupied  Territories  as  a  basic  human 
necessity. 

8.  We  believe  that  the  United  States  govern- 
ment's role  in  the  peace  process  is  crucial  at 
this  time.  It  should  use  every  means  at  its 
disposal,  including  the  judicious  use  of 
economic  and  military  aid,  to  bring  all  parties 
to  the  peace  table. 

9.  We  pray  for  peace  in  this  historic, 
religious  and  volatile  section  of  the  world.  We 
encourage  Presbyterians  to  work  for  a  peaceful 
and  just  solution  to  this  conflict. 


Names  sought  for  group 
studying  governance 


The  General  Assembly  Nom- 
inating Committee  seeks  sugges- 
tions of  persons  to  serve  on  a 
15-member  special  committee  to 
study  church  governance.  The 
nominating  committee  will  ap- 
point the  special  committee, 
mandated  by  the  1989  General 
Assembly,  at  its  Sept.  22-24 
meeting  in  Kansas  City. 

Formation  of  the  special  com- 
mittee on  "The  Nature  of  the 
Church  and  the  Practice  of 
Governance"  was  requested  by 
the  General  Assembly  Council's 
Program  Committee.  That  com- 


mittee claimed  the  study  is 
needed  so  the  Presbyterian 
Church  (U.S.A.)'s  "practice  of 
governance  can  be  conducted  in 
a  manner  that  is  grounded  in 
Scripture,  nourished  by  our 
confessions,  responsible  to  our 
history,  sensitive  to  the  needs  of 
members,  congregations,  and 
governing  bodies,  and  open  to 
ecumenical  dialogue." 

Endorsement  forms  for  nom- 
inations are  available  from  425 
Lombard  Street,  Philadelphia, 
Pa.  19147  (telephone  215-627- 
1343). 


'69  lunar  communion  remembered 


On  July  20, 1969,  Buzz  Aldrin,  NASA  astronaut 
and  Webster  Presbyterian  Church  (Texas)  elder, 
requested  a  moment  of  silence  shortly  after  the 
Apollo  1 1  lunar  module  landed  safely  on  the 
moon.  During  this  time,  Aldrin  removed  a  small 
silver  chalice,  juice,  and  bread  from  his  personal 
effects  and  celebrated  holy  communion.  This  was 
an  extension  of  the  communion  service  celebrated 
that  morning  during  worship  at  the  Webster 
Church. 


This  year  on  July  16,  the  church  and  the 
Presbytery  of  New  Covenant  celebrated  the  20th 
anniversary  of  the  lunar  communion. 

Deborah  Kidwell,  chair  of  Webster's  worship 
committee,  said,  "The  space  program  has  taught 
us  that  we  are  a  global  community.  We  affirm 
that  where  human  life  goes  in  the  universe,  God 
is  with  us.  This  communion  affirms  God's  presence 
with  us  no  matter  what  challenges  face  us,  no 
matter  where  we  go." 


"TELL  ME,  REVEREND,  WHY 
DOES  THE  LORD  LET  WEEDS 
GROW  IN  THE  CHURCH  LAWN?" 
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Effective  evangelism:  campus 
ministry  shows  church  cares 

On  Campus 


Editor's  note:  Campus  ministry  is  one  of  the 
synod's  most  extensive  ministries.  With  this 
issue,  the  synod's  campus  ministers  begin  a 
periodic  column  in  The  Presbyterian  News  on 
their  programs.  They  will  take  turns  writing 
the  column. 

By  Laura  Straube  Smith 

Evangelism,  evangelism,  evangelism.  That's 
a  buzz-word  these  days  in  session  meetings, 
presbyteries,  and  synod.  The  Presbyterian 
Church  (U.S.A.)  has  lost  close  to  one-third  of 
its  membership  in  the  past  15  years;  what  can 
we  do?  And  what  about  young  single  adults? 
It  has  always  been  hard  to  keep  them  in  church, 
and  now  it  seems  to  be  getting  worse. 

Enter  campus  ministry  (it's  been  there  all 
along  but  sometimes  isn't  heard).  There  are  39 
campus  ministries  supported  by  the  Synod  of 
the  Mid-Atlantic,  presbyteries,  and  congrega- 
tions. Thousands  of  students  are  being  nurtured 
in  their  faith  by  these  programs.  And  where 
the  PCUS  A  has  a  presence  on  campus,  students 
and  faculty  know  that  the  church  cares  for  them 
in  their  learning  community. 

Campus  ministries  vary  greatly,  based  on  the 
kind  of  school,  the  gifts  and  skills  of  the  campus 
minister,  and  the  needs  of  the  learning 
community.  The  participants  in  the  ministry 
come  from  many  backgrounds.  James  Madison 
University,  where  I  minister,  is  a  state  school 
of  about  10,000  undergraduates,  mostly 
between  the  ages  of  18  and  23.  Despite  the 
homogenous  population,  students  get  involved 
in  our  programs  for  many  reasons. 

Patti  is  a  transfer  student  who  found  a 
community  where  she  could  belong.  Angie  grew 
up  in  the  church,  was  active  in  her  Presbyterian 
high-school  youth  group,  attended  a  youth 
Triennium.  She  is  now  president  of  the 
Westminster  Fellowship  at  JMU.  Scott's  family 
is  "unchurched"  and  he  became  interested  in 


Ministries  in  Higher  Education 

religion  in  high  school;  he  enjoys  the  fellowship 
and  discussions.  Sjarif  is  an  Indonesian  student 
from  a  Presbyterian  family  who  appreciates  a 
"home  away  from  home"  in  the  fellowship,  and 
is  an  officer  in  the  Asian  American  Association 
supported  by  our  ministry.  Rosemary  is  a  paid 
presbytery  intern  for  hunger-action  and  comes 
to  the  group  when  she  can  to  share  about  her 
work,  and  enlist  participation  from  other 
students  in  the  JMU  hunger-action  group.  Liz 
will  probably  go  to  seminary,  and  she  enjoys 
the  theological  discussions  and  singing. 

There  are  hundreds  of  other  students  who 
are  touched  by  the  Presbyterian  Campus 
Ministry.  For  some,  it  is  just  good  to  know 
there  is  a  campus  minister  they  can  call  if  they 
get  depressed,  or  lonely.  Some  turn  to  a 
religious  group  to  deal  with  the  many  moral 
questions  that  arise  in  college  —  especially 
sexuality  and  alcohol  issues.  Others  may  never 
attend  a  single  event,  but  appreciate  the  fact 
that  the  church  cares  enough  about  them  to 
have  a  presence  on  campus.  Still  more  will 
participate  in  the  interfaith  worship  services 
held  each  semester  and  know  that  Presbyterians 
are  ecumenically  involved. 

Campus  ministry  is  a  crucial  kind  of 
evangelism  for  the  church  today.  Not  only  are 
future  church  leaders  nurtured  to  a  more 
mature  faith,  but  thousands  of  students  in  this 
synod  are  shown  that  the  church  is  not  just 
"what  your  parents  drag  you  to."  They  learn 
that  it  can  take  many  forms,  and  that  they  can 
help  shape  what  the  church  will  be  tomorrow. 

The  Rev.  Laura  Straube  Smith  is  Presby- 
terian campus  minister  at  James  Madison 
University  in  Harrisonburg,  Va. 


Churches:  Please  send  the  following  information.  The  synod's  campus  ministers  would  like  to 
know  the  names  of  Presbyterian  students  attending  their  institutions. 


Church  name  and  location 
Student's  name  


School  attending . 


School  address  and  phone  if  possible 


Is  this  student  an  active  member  of  your  church/ youth  group?    YES  NO 
Repeat  for  every  student  attending  schools  within  the  Synod  of  the  Mid-Atlantic. 

Mail  to  Campus  Ministry,  Synod  of  the  Mid-Atlantic,  P.O.  Box  27026,  Richmond,  Va.  23261. 


Survey  emphasizes 
education  in  Sept.  issue 


Campus  ministry  is  different 
—  and  difficult  —  among  a  new 
generation  of  college  students, 
Jerry  Van  Marter  writes  in  an 
article  entitled  "Recapturing  the 
Campuses"  in  the  September 
issue  of  Presbyterian  Survey. 
Van  Marter  is  an  associate  in  the 
General  Assembly's  Office  of 
News  Services.  He  formerly 
served  as  vice-president  of  Co- 
operative Ministries  in  Higher 
Education  for  Northern  Califor- 
nia and  Nevada. 

Survey  is  the  denominational 
magazine  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church  (U.S.A.),  published 
monthly. 

The  September  issue  also 
includes  an  article  by  Associate 
Editor  Eva  Stimson  on  four 
Presbyterian  women's  colleges 
that  prove  dire  predictions  of  a 
decade  ago  about  women's 
schools  wrong.  In  addition,  a 


profile  describes  how  Jean  Su- 
therland seeks  the  freedom  of 
her  husband,  Presbyterian  Tho- 
mas Sutherland,  a  hostage  in 
Lebanon.  The  article  is  by  Vicki 
Fogel  Mykles,  editor  of  the 
newsletter  for  the  Synod  of  the 
Rocky  Mountains. 

Other  features  in  the  Septem- 
ber issue  include  an  account  of 
how  installing  solar  equipment 
has  transformed  life  in  a  rural 
hospital  in  Malawi,  Africa;  how 
meetings  are  a  key  part  of 
Prsbyterians' work  together;  and 
one  church's  experiences  study- 
ing the  paper  "A  Theological 
Understanding  of  the  Relation- 
ship Between  Christians  and 
Jews." 

Subscription  information  to 
Presbyterian  Survey  is  available 
toll-free  from  1-800-624-2412.  A 
free  copy  is  available. 


New  video  Bible  study 
examines  stewardship 


A  video  Bible  study  on  ste- 
wardship is  available  from  the 
General  Assembly.  The  Ste- 
wardship of  All  of  Life  contains 
five  segments,  each  10  minutes 
long. 

The  segments  are  "Living  with 
Gratitude,"  an  introduction  to 
the  subject  of  stewardship  of  all 
of  life;  "Camels  and  Needles,"  on 
the  stewardship  of  money,  in- 
cluding a  discussion  of  propor- 
tionate giving;  "Gifts  for  God's 
Purposes,"  on  the  stewardship  of 
gifts,  with  a  focus  on  a  family 
with  a  handicapped  child;  "Ser- 
pents and  Doves,"  on  the  ste- 
wardship of  power,  defined  as 
"our  corporate  response  to 
God's  grace";  and  "Creation's 
Delight  —  Creation's  Pain,"  on 
the  stewardship  of  the  environ- 
ment, with  a  review  of  the  long- 
term  effects  of  pollution. 

The  study  is  for  adults  and 
older  youth  in  varied  settings, 
such  as  Sunday  School,  weekend 
retreats,  and  Lenten  and  Advent 


schools  of  Christian  living.  A 
study  guide  accompanies  the 
video. 

Presbyterians  from  different 
parts  of  the  world  and  the  church 
use  their  personal  experiences  to 
introduce  each  segment.  The 
Paul  Winter  Consort  provides 
most  of  the  music  for  the  video. 
Paul  Winter  is  artist-in-resi- 
dence  at  the  Cathedral  Church 
of  St.  John  the  Divine  in  New 
York.  He  is  nationally  known 
for  his  concerts  and  recordings; 
the  stewardship  of  the  earth  as 
a  gift  of  God  is  a  central  theme 
in  many  of  his  compositions. 

The  video  is  a  part  of  the  1989 
summer  series  in  the  Celebrate 
part  of  the  Presbyterian  and 
Reformed  Educational  Ministry 
(PREM).  It  costs  $39.95,  plus  $4 
for  shipping.  To  order,  call  1- 
800-554-4694  or  write  Curricu- 
lum Order  Services,  100  With- 
erspoon  Street,  Louisville,  Ky. 
40202-1396.  Specify  item  num- 
ber 710312. 


Catalogue  lists  available  books 


Westminster  and  John  Knox 
Press  have  just  printed  their  new 
fall  catalogue,  which  features 
new  books  and  books  in  supply. 

The  catalogue  includes  a  list 
by  authors  and  pages  denoting 
the  40  top  sellers. 

Customers  can  call  toll-free  to 


order  books  or  to  request  a 
catalogue  at  1-800-523-1631. 

Westminster  and  John  Knox 
Press  are  the  official  publishing 
houses  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church  (U.S.A.).  The  two  come 
from  the  two  former  denomina- 
tions. 


You  Haven't 
Changed 
In  Years! 

Are  they  saying  this 
about  you? 
To  find  out  more  about 
how  you  can  make 
learning,  growing  and 
changing  a  lifelong  ex- 
perience, contact  us. 

Please  send  me  more  informa- 
tion about  Montreat's  programs 
and  facilities. 


Name 


Address 


City 


State 


Zip 


m 


Mail  to: 

Montreat  Conference  Center 
Post  Office  Box  969 
Montreat,  NC  28757 

704-669-291 1 


Classified  Ads 


DIRECTOR  OF  CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION 

Vibrant,  growing  985-member  church  in  college 
town  seeking  full-time  educator.  College  degree 
with  at  least  three  years  experience.  Job 
description  upon  request.  Send  resume  to:  Search 
Committee,  First  Presbyterian  Church,  308  West 
Fisher  Street.  Salisbury.  North  Carolina  28I44. 

RETIREES  —  Share  large  air^onditioned  home 
near  Pamlico  River.  Pleasant  small  town.  Low- 
cost  living.  Write:  Robbins,  164  Lynn  Cove  Road, 
Ashevillc,  N.C  28804-1911. 


Short  Journey 

Conference  & 

Retreat  Center 

The  perfect  place  to  hold 
your  next  business,  church, 
group  or  ecumenical  meeting. 
The  Center,  located  5  miles 
northwest  of  Smithfield, 
N.C,  offers... 

•  Central  air  and  heat 

•  10  meeting  rooms 

•  Dormitory  sleeping  for  120 

•  Kitchen/dining  facilities 

•  Chapel 

Call  or  write:  Short  Jour- 
ney Center,  Rt.  1,  Box  110- 
A,  Smithfield,  N.C.  27577, 
919-934-7463. 


Updike  reflects  on  belief  in 
God,  value  of  church-going 


Self-Consciousness:  Memoirs 
by  John  Updike 

Alfred  A.  Knopf,  257  pages,  $18.95 

A  writer's  "account  of  his  own  life,"  Thoreau 
wrote  in  Walden,  is  like  "some  such  account 
as  he  would  send  to  his  kindred  from  a  distant 
land."  In  one  of  the  six  chapters  here,  John 
Updike  describes  himself  and  his  relatives  to 
two  grandsons  in  Africa.  With  luxuriant  prose, 
colorful  anecdotes,  and  imagination,  the 
prolific  author  of  36  books  shares  his  many 
selves  with  us. 

Updike  cruising  the  streets  of  Shillington, 
Pa.,  where  he  grew  up  is  alert  to  the  panics 
and  fantasies  of  childhood.  Elsewhere,  the 
author  reveals  his  afflictions  —  psoriasis, 
stuttering,  choking,  asthma,  dental  troubles, 
and  claustrophobia. 

Updike  defends  his  ambivalence  about  the 
Vietnam  war  and  reflects  seriously  about  his 
belief  in  God,  the  value  of  church-going,  and 
his  yearning  for  an  afterlife. 

He  outlines  why  "the  dispersal  and  multi- 
plication of  the  self  through  publication"  has 
meant  so  much  to  him.  We  are  the  benefactors, 
and  this  volume  is  another  treasure. 

Agony  in  the  Garden: 
A  Stranger  in  Central  America 
by  Edward  R.F.  Sheehan 
Houghton  Mifflin,  362  pages,  $19.95 

Edward  R.F.  Sheehan,  author  of  The  Arabs, 
the  Israelis,  and  Kissinger  and  a  journalist  with 
an  interest  in  tropical  culture,  has  written  a 


Book  Reviews 

perceptive  volume  about  his  experiences  in 
Central  America  which  he  describes  as  "a 
Gethsemane  where  human  agony  seems  to 
flourish  in  Biblical  counterpoint  to  the 
luxuriance  of  the  landscape." 

The  author's  Christianity  informs  his  weighty 
interviews  with  right-wing  and  radical  priests 
who  express  very  different  perspectives  on  the 
conflicts  in  Nicaragua  and  El  Salvador. 
Sheehan  puts  a  human  face  on  the  poverty, 
suffering,  death,  and  destruction  in  these  war- 
torn  countries. 

This  is  a  must-read  book  for  humanists  of 
all  political  persuasions. 

God  in  Popular  Culture 

by  Andrew  M.  Greeley 

Thomas  More  Press,  307  pages,  $14.95 

Discerning  God's  messages  in  popular 
culture  should  be  a  challenge  for  all  Catholics, 
writes  Andrew  M.  Greeley.  The  prolific  novelist 
and  sociologist  finds  grace  notes  in  the  tele- 
vision series  of  Bill  Cosby,  the  films  of  Woody 
Allen,  and  the  rock  music  of  Bruce  Springsteen 
and  Linda  Ronstadt.  He  declares  sacramental 
value  in  All  That  Jazz,  Places  in  the  Heart, 
and  even  Pale  Rider. 

This  book  should  initiate  courses  in  semi- 
naries on  popular  culture  and  the  renewal  of 
preaching. 

Copyright  1989  (C)  by  Cultural  Information 
Service  (CIStems,  Inc.).  Reprinted  by  permission. 
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PEOPLE 

Devia  Phinisee  of  Morven, 
N.C.,  is  leading  worship  dur- 
ing the  national  conference 
for  Presbyterian  women  at 
Montreat  Conference  Center 
Aug.  13-18.  She  is  pastor  of 
the  Ebenezer  Presbyterian 
Church.  The  conference 
theme  is  "Women  of  the  90's: 
In  Faith  and  Solidarity." 


Johnson  C.  Smith  Univer- 
sity art  professor  Charles 
Rogers  presented  a  recent 
work  in  tribute  to  jazz  mu- 
sician Charlie  Parker  to  the 
Charlie  Parker  Memorial 
Foundation  in  Kansas  City, 
Mo.,  July  14.  Entitled  "Hom- 
age to  the  Bird,"  the  work  was 
produced  in  black  and  violet 
acrylics.  Both  Rogers  and 
Parker  are  natives  of  Kansas 
City. 

Meanwhile,  two  others  as- 
sociated with  Johnson  C. 
Smith  have  won  recognition 
for  their  work.  Janie  Mae 
Johnson  received  the  first 
Sara  Stewart  Distinguished 
Award  for  exemplary  service 
among  the  support  staff. 
Stewart  was  director  of  per- 
sonnel when  she  died  in  1981. 

James  Cuthbertson,  assis- 
tant sports  information  direc- 
tor, was  named  second  run- 
ner-up for  the  1989  Cal  Jay- 
cox  Award,  given  to  a  sports 
information  director  or  assis- 
tant director  at  historically 

black  colleges. 

*  *  *  *  * 

The  Rev.  Arie  Brouwer  has 

resigned  as  general  secretary 
of  the  National  Council  of 
Churches.  He  had  served 
since  1985.  At  a  meeting  of 
the  Council's  governing 
board  in  May,  Brouwer  had 
narrowly  withstood  a  call 
from  varied  sources,  includ- 
ing the  Council's  Executive 
Committee,  for  new  leader- 
ship. He  was  reelected  un- 
animously in  November  1987 

to  a  second  term. 

*  *  *  *  * 

Davidson  College  has 
named  Charlotte,  N.C.,  busi- 
ness executive  John  Belk  as 
honorary  chair  of  the  $150 
million  Campaign  for  David- 
son. He  will  chair  a  commit- 
tee of  sponsors,  give  advice, 
host  campaign  events,  and 
speak  for  the  campaign.  Belk 
is  an  elder  at  Myers  Park 
Church. 

*  *  *  *  * 

A  scholarship  to  aid  needy 
students  at  Montreat-Ander- 
son  College  has  been  estab- 
lished in  memory  of  Willie 
Hines  Gwaltney,  who  died  in 
December.  She  was  a  member 
of  Thomasboro  Church  in 

Charlotte,  N.C.,  for  65  years. 

*  *  *  *  * 

The  Rev.  James  Magruder, 

associate  for  interpretation  in 
the  General  Assembly's  Ste- 
wardship and  Communica- 
tion Development  Ministry 
Unit,  underwent  a  successful 
laryngectomy  on  June  20.  He 
hoped  to  return  to  work 
within  a  month  following 
therapy. 

***** 

The  Rev.  Duncan  Fergu- 
son has  been  named  director 
of  the  General  Assembly's 
Committee  on  Higher  Educa- 
tion. He  had  been  serving  as 
vice-president  of  academic 
affairs  at  Alaska  Pacific  Uni- 
versity in  Anchorage,  where 
he  also  taught  religion  and 
philosophy. 


HI 


Historical  tour  marks  250th 
anniversary  of  Scots  settlement 


Dr.  Silas  Vaughn 

Vaughn  joins 
Latin  America 
mission  board 

Dr.  Silas  Vaughn,  president  of 
Montreat-Anderson  College, 
has  been  elected  to  the  board  of 
trustees  of  the  Latin  American 
Mission  General  Council.  The 
organization  provides  financial 
and  personnel  support  for  Chris- 
tian ministries  in  Latin  America. 

Vaughn  said  his  interest  in 
Latin  American  mission  "stems 
primarily  from  the  work  Mont- 
reat-Anderson students  have 
been  doing  in  an  internship 
program  in  Mexico  for  three 
summers  now"  through  the 
organization.  Five  of  the  col- 
lege's students  worked  in  Mex- 
ico City  again  this  summer  with 
Ron  Brunson,  a  professor  at  the 
college. 

Vaughn  will  serve  on  the 
council  through  1992. 

Chesapeake 
will  host 
groups'  retreats 

The  synod's  retreat  center  in 
Maryland,  Chesapeake  Center, 
offers  groups  facilities  for  hold- 
ing retreats  and  conferences, 
including  in  December  and 
January.  The  center  overlooks 
Chesapeake  Bay. 

The  facility  can  accommodate 
up  to  50  adults  for  retreats  or 
conferences.  It  can  host  such 
events  during  the  week  as  well 
as  on  weekends. 

For  more  information,  con- 
tact Cheapeake  Center,  50  Hap- 
py Valley  Road,  Port  Deposit, 
Md.  21904. 


The  250th  anniversary  of  the 
first  Scottish  settlement  in  North 
Carolina  will  form  the  center- 
piece of  two  events  this  fall.  The 
annual  Fall  Tour  of  the  N.C. 
Presbyterian  Historical  Society 
and  the  Flora  Macdonald  High- 
land Games  will  both  center  on 
that  anniversary  in  southeastern 
North  Carolina;  in  addition,  the 
Red  Springs  Church  will  cele- 
brate its  100th  anniversary. 

The  tour  will  take  place  Oct. 
6-7,  the  games  Oct.  7-8. 

In  1739,  a  group  of  Highland- 
ers, since  known  as  the  Argyll 
Colony,  sailed  from  Argyllshire 
in  Scotland  on  the  ship  Thistle 
to  the  Cape  Fear  River  in  North 
Carolina,  where  they  settled  in 
present  Harnett  County.  The 
group  included  about  350  peo- 
ple; they  became  the  first  of 
waves  of  Highlanders  who  came 
to  the  state  during  the  next  60 
years,  forming  the  largest  settle- 
ment of  Scots  directly  from  the 
Highlands  in  colonial  America. 

The  tour  will  begin  on  the 


morning  of  Oct.  6  from  Lum- 
berton,  visiting  the  Museum  of 
the  Cape  Fear  in  Fayetteville; 
Bluff,  Barbecue,  and  Longstreet 
Churches  (the  latter  located  on 
the  Fort  Bragg  Reservation  and 
only  occasionally  open  to  the 
public);  the  restored  home  of 
poet  John  Charles  McNeill,  son 
of  Scottish  immigrants  and  poet 
laureate  of  North  Carolina;  and 
Mill  Prong,  a  house  built  by  a 
Scottish  immigrant  about  1800, 
now  being  restored. 

That  night's  activities  include 
dinner  at  the  dining  hall  at  Flora 
Macdonald  Academy,  formerly 
Flora  Macdonald  College;  Scot- 
tish entertainment;  and  an  ad- 
dress by  the  Rev.  Peter  Young- 
son,  pastor  of  St.  Andrew's 
Parish  Church  in  Kirriemuir, 
Angus,  Scotland,  on  Scottish 
genealogy  and  heritage. 

The  Historical  Society  will 
have  a  tent  at  the  Highland 
Games  the  next  day.  The  games 
will  include  Highland  dancing, 
pipe  music,  a  caber  toss  and 


other  athletic  events,  and  sale  of 
merchandise  and  food  from 
Scotland.  The  games  will  con- 
tinue Sunday  afternoon,  Oct.  8. 

That  morning,  the  Red 
Springs  Church  will  mark  its 
centennial  with  a  Kirkin'  of  the 
Tartans  service.  Youngson  will 
speak  on  church  life  in  Scotland 
during  Sunday  School  and  will 
take  part  in  the  worship.  The 
Rev.  Albert  Edwards  will 
preach;  a  native  of  Scotland, 
Edwards  is  retired  pastor  of  First 
Church  in  Raleigh. 

Admission  to  the  games  is  $4 
per  adult  and  $1  per  child  for 
both  days.  The  bus  tour  costs 
$10,  the  dinner  $15.  Reserva- 
tions for  the  tour  and  dinner 
must  be  made  by  Sept.  1.  For 
more  information,  contact  the 
Flora  Macdonald  Highland 
Games,  P.O.  Box  547,  Red 
Springs,  N.C.  28377  (telephone 
919-843-5575),  or  Dr.  John 
MacLeod,  P.O.  Box  19361, 
Raleigh,  N.C.  27619,  for  infor- 
mation on  the  tour. 


Greyhound 
gives  2  students 
scholarships 

Two  students  at  Johnson 
C.  Smith  University  have 
received  scholarships  from 
the  Greyhound  Corporation, 
under  a  program  awarding 
scholarships  to  students  from 
minorities  across  the  nation. 
The  students  are  Dorothy 
Gantt  and  Vertonya  Perry. 

"The  best  way  to  help 
young  potential  leaders  make 
a  significant  contribution  to 
society  is  to  see  that  they  have 
good  educations,"  said  Ange- 
la Phoenix,  Greyhound's 
manager  of  minority  rela- 
tions. 

Johnson  C.  Smith  has  also 
received  one  of  five  College 
Image  Awards  from  the  Na- 
tional Urban  League,  for  its 
commitment  to  the  league's 
Black  Executive  Exchange 
Program,  which  brings  stu- 
dents and  business  leaders 
together. 


Zuni  seeks  retarded 
adults  for  job  training 


The  Zuni  Presbyterian  Train- 
ing Center  is  seeking  mentally 
retarded  and  developmentally 
disabled  adults  to  enroll  in  the 
center's  program.  That  program 
provides  individual  training  to 
prepare  students  to  work  and 
live  in  their  communities,  either 
in  sheltered  workshops  or  in 
custodial,  horticultural,  lands- 
caping, or  fast-food  restaurant 
work. 

The  training  includes  instruc- 
tion in  vocational  and  indepen- 
dent living  skills;  the  center  helps 
place  the  students  in  jobs.  The 
center  also  provides  ongoing  aid 
after  the  students  graduate  and 
obtain  jobs. 

The  center  now  serves  adults 
between  the  ages  of  18  and  24; 
by  October,  however,  the  upper 
limit  will  increase  to  30. 

Anyone  interested  in  more 
information  or  wanting  an  ap- 
plication should  contact  Sandy 
West,  Zuni  Presbyterian  Train- 


ing Center,  P.O.  Box  54,  Zuni, 
Va.  23898  (telephone  804-242- 
6131). 

Zuni  is  part  of  Presbyterian 
Home  and  Family  Services,  Inc., 
based  in  Lynchburg,  Va. 

In  other  news  at  Zuni,  major 
donations  have  made  possible 
construction  of  a  student  activity 
building;  groundbreaking  was 
scheduled  for  July.  The  con- 
struction will  involve  two  of  four 
planned  phases.  Those  two  in- 
clude the  new  building,  a  gym- 
nasium, and  an  addition  to  and 
renovation  of  the  existing  ad- 
ministration building. 

The  final  two  phases  are  an 
activity  wing  joining  those  two 
buildings  and  a  pool  enclosure. 
Work  on  those  projects  will 
begin  when  the  center  has  raised 
additional  funds  for  them.  The 
overall  goal  of  the  Student 
Activity  Building  Fund  is  $1.5 
million. 


Queens  profs  prepare  for  new  program 


Fifteen  members  of  the 
Queens  College  faculty  in  Char- 
lotte, N.C,  went  back  to  class 
this  summer  to  learn  new  ways 
to  teach  the  liberal  arts  and 
sciences.  They  took  part  in  a 
three-week  symposium  to  pre- 
pare for  a  new  curriculum  this 
fall,  "Foundations  of  Liberal 
Learning." 

The  symposium  has  dealt  with 
relations  between  the  sciences, 
social  sciences,  and  humanities. 
The  National  Endowment  for 
the  Humanities  gave  $46,000  to 
fund  it. 

Its  first  week,  the  symposium 
considered  the  concept  of  the 
eternal,  using  sources  ranging 
from  Paleolithic  religious  prac- 
tices to  Plato's  "Republic."  The 
second  week's  topics  were  hu- 
man aggression,  the  collapse  of 
the  Roman  order,  and  the  rise 
of  the  rational  spirit  from  an- 
cient Greece  to  the  Renaissance. 
The  final  week  considered  the 
Renaissance  and  the  scientific 


The  college  will  require  all 
students  to  take  the  seven-term 
sequence  of  interdisciplinary 
courses  in  humanities,  sciences, 
and  social  sciences. 

Queens  will  also  start  an 
Executive  Master  of  Business 
Administration  program  next 
January.  The  college  already 
conducts  an  MBA  program  for 
working  adults  wanting  mana- 
gerial skills.  The  new  program 
will  aim  at  executives  with  at 
least  10  years' experience. 

Dr.  Kathy  Iversen  will  direct 
the  program.  She  was  vice- 
president  of  Citibank  in  New 
York;  she  holds  a  doctorate  in 
operations  research  from  Carne- 
gie-Mellon University  and  has 
taught  in  Columbia  University's 
graduate  business  program. 

Japan  Society  honors  St.  An- 
drews Press 

The  Japanese  ambassador 
and  North  Carolina's  secretary 
of  cultural  resources  were 
among  those  present  when  the 


Japan  Society  honored  the  St. 
Andrews  Press  on  its  20th  birth- 
day in  New  York  on  June  13. 
The  Press  is  associated  with  St. 
Andrews  Presbyterian  College 
in  Laurinburg,  N.C. 

The  most  recently  published 
author,  poet  Soichi  Furuta,  read 
from  his  work.  The  St.  Andrews 
Press  published  his  volume 
Montefeltro  the  Hawknose. 

Patric  Dorsey  represented  the 
governor  of  North  Carolina. 
Japanese  Ambassador  Masami- 
chi  Hanabusa,  St.  Andrews 
Dean  Thomas  Benson,  and  John 
Wheeler,  executive  vice-presi- 
dent of  the  Japan  Society,  at- 
tended. 

St.  Andrews  has  also  an- 
nounced the  establishment  of  an 
endowed  scholarship  honoring 
the  memory  of  Halbert  Jones, 
late  business  and  civic  leader  in 
Laurinburg.  President  and  chair 
of  Waverly  Mills  for  many  years, 
Jones  also  served  as  moderator 
of  the  old  Synod  of  North 


Carolina.  He  died  in  1979. 

The  Halbert  McNair  Jones 
Memorial  Scholarship  Fund  will 
help  students  from  the  Laurin- 
burg area  whose  families  worked 
for  Waverly  Mills.  The  McNair 
Foundation  and  friends  and 
family  of  Jones  gave  the  initial 
$37,650  to  establish  the  fund. 

Grants  aid  teacher-training  pro- 
gram 

Three  foundations  gave  mon- 
ey to  Lees-McRae  College  in 
Banner  Elk,  N.C,  for  its  new 
teacher-education  program.  The 
three  and  their  contributions  are 
the  Kathleen  Price  and  Joseph 
M.  Bryan  Family  Foundation, 
$8,000;  the  Z.  Smith  Reynolds 
Foundation,  $35,000;  and  the 
Carrie  E.  and  Lena  V.  Glenn 
Foundation,  $15,000. 

The  Southern  Association  of 
Colleges  and  Schools  approved 
the  former  two-year's  school's 
change  to  four-year  status  in 
June  1988. 
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In  West's  poorest  country, 
churches  make  difference 


Urban  church  adds  an 
innovative  'cemetery' 


Since  early  America,  many 
Presbyterian  churches  have  in- 
corporated a  cemetery  on  the 
church  grounds.  In  an  urban 
church  today  lack  of  space 
prohibits  a  burial  area,  although 
for  many  the  need  of  interment 
near  the  church  exists. 

With  the  changing  attitude  of 
Americans  toward  death  and 
burial,  more  people  are  choosing 
low-cost  cremations.  This  trend 
made  a  columbarium  on  church 
grounds  a  practical  and  sensible 
alternative  to  the  conventional 
funeral.  Sensing  this  trend, 
Myers  Park  Church  in  Char- 
lotte, N.C.,  in  Charlotte  Presb- 
ytery, believed  a  small,  garden- 
type  columbarium  would  be  an 
appropriate  addition. 

The  Long-Range  Planning 
Committee  was  given  the  pro- 
ject, and  William  Kent  Walker 
became  chair  of  this  special  sub- 
committee. Walker's  committee 
spent  more  than  two  years 
researching  columbariums,  in- 
terviewing landscape  designers, 
and  finding  the  seed  funds  to 
finance  the  project.  At  the 
outset,  the  plan  was  not  to  use 
any  church  funds  for  the  project. 

Carrol  Davis  took  over  the 
reins  as  chair  when  Walker 
rotated  off  the  Columbarium 
Committee.  It  was  Carrol  Davis 
who  placed  the  contracts,  and 
guided  the  construction  of  the 
finished  garden.  But  all  the 
committee  members  agree  that 
the  late  David  Craig,  a  retired 
attorney,  sparked  the  on-going 
work  which  kept  the  project 
alive.  Davis  said,  "It  was  David 


Craig  who  gave  the  committee's 
work  substance  and  purpose." 

Later,  when  Timothy  L.  Croft 
arrived  as  the  new  senior  min- 
ister, he  praised  the  idea  of  a 
columbarium  not  only  as  fulfill- 
ing a  need  of  the  church,  but  for 
the  beautification  of  the  church 
grounds  with  the  new  flagstone 
garden  and  wall. 

At  Myers  Park  Church,  a 
family  member  can  be  given  a 
permanent  resting  place  after 
cremation,  as  well  as  recognition 
with  a  bronze  plaque.  All  rec- 
ognition plaques  are  identical  in 
size.  This  cost  is  substantially 
less  than  the  average  conven- 
tional funeral,  which  is  estimat- 
ed nationally  at  $4,100.  A  plus- 
factor  is  that  the  familiar  church 
grounds  makes  an  accessible 
place  to  make  visits  to  a  relative's 
resting  place. 

Davis  said  that  many  plaques 
represent  memorials  for  people 
whose  actual  burial  may  be  on 
foreign  soil,  as  in  the  case  of  a 
member  who  served  in  the  mil- 
itary or  one  whose  remains 
reside  in  another  city.  The  cost 
for  a  niche  at  Myers  Park 
Church  is  $500,  the  family 
making  their  own  arrangements 
for  cremation.  The  scattering  of 
ashes  or  a  bronze  memorial 
plaque  is  $200. 

The  committee  prepared  an 
informative  brochure,  which  is 
available  to  any  reader  who  may 
wish  to  learn  more  about  MPPC 
Columbarium.  Write  Carrol 
Davis,  MPPC,  Box  6160,  Char- 
lotte, N.C.  28217. 


Haiti  is  the  poorest  country  in 
the  western  hemisphere.  The 
average  per-capita  income  is 
$300  a  year.  Small  villages  exist 
without  roads  to  market  or 
goods  to  sell.  The  forests  have 
been  depleted.  Soil  erosion  is 
rampant.  Sanitary  facilities  and 
clean  drinking  water  are  almost 
nonexistent. 

Simple  physical  ailments  that 
would  receive  quick  treatment  in 
the  United  States  go  untreated 
and  become  major  problems  and 
even  cause  death.  One  surgeon 
tells  of  hernias  that  go  untreated 
for  so  long  that  they  extend  far 
out  of  the  body  and  hamper 
mobility.  Kwashiokor  (protein 
starvation)  is  clearly  evident. 

It  would  be  easy  to  say  that 
such  a  situation  is  impossible. 
But  there  are  some  churches  of 
New  Hope  Presbytery  in  North 
Carolina  who  are  determined  to 
make  a  difference.  This  effort 
has  been  led  by  First  Church  of 
New  Bern.  The  name  of  this 
effort  is  CODEP  (Comiers  is  a 
particular  region  of  Haiti  with 
all  of  the  needs  and  problems 
already  mentioned). 

CODEP  is  a  new,  multifacet- 
ed,  ecumenical  effort  to  meet 
many  of  these  needs  at  a  grass- 
roots level.  The  goal  is  to  enable 
the  4,000  residents  of  the  Corm- 
iers watershed  area  to  improve 
their  standard  of  living  and 
move  toward  self-sufficiency. 
This  will  be  done  by  building 
upon  what  programs  already 
exist  and  establishing  new  pro- 
grams in  that  area. 

Teams  from  First  Church  in 
New  Bern  have  visited  Haiti  to 
observe  the  situation  first  hand 
and  to  establish  working  rela- 
tionships with  the  Office  of 
Development  of  the  Episcopal 
Church  in  Haiti. 

In  order  to  develop  priorities 
and  sharpen  program  descrip- 
tions, community  forums  are 
being  held  with  the  residents  of 
Cormiers.  These  forums  also 
include  leaders  of  the  Episcopal 
Church  in  Haiti,  lay  leaders  of 
the  Episcopal  and  Catholic 
mission  churches,  and  the  broth- 
ers of  the  Petites  Freres  of  St. 
Therese  who  live  and  work  in 
the  Cormiers  district. 

Already  scholarships  for  54 
students  (each  scholarship  is  $40 
per  year  per  student)  have  been 
received  for  new  elementary 
students  at  Bonnes  Nouvelles 
School  at  Bigonet.  Forty-six  of 
these  scholarships  are  from  the 
members  of  First  Church  of  New 
Bern  (two  are  from  the  church's 
pre-school  department)  and 
eight  scholarships  are  from 


New  school  uniforms  and  replaced  school  roof  at  Bonnes 
Nouvelles  School  and  church  at  Bigonet  in  Haiti. 


members  of  other  churches. 
Those  wishing  to  make  such  a 
yearly  commitment  may  use  the 
address  at  the  close  of  the  article. 

Due  to  the  increased  enroll- 
ment made  possible  by  the 
scholarships,  a  new  teacher  will 
be  hired.  The  class  will  have 
about  35  students  and  will  meet 
in  a  church.  An  engineering 
planning  and  costing  study  for 
functional  modular  classroom 
additions  has  been  initiated  and 
three  bolts  of  cloth  have  been 
sent  for  school  clothes. 

UNICEF  has  been  contacted 
and  has  agreed  to  go  to  work 
on  developing  several  springs  in 
order  to  provide  sanitary  water. 

The  Hospital  St.  Croix  will 
receive  enough  funds  to  add  two 
additional  health  agents  to  the 
region. 

Soon  a  Haitian  project  direc- 
tor, an  agricultural  missionary, 
and  administrative  support  will 
be  hired. 

First  Church  of  New  Bern  has 
committed  $15,000  to  this  pro- 
ject per  year  for  the  next  10 
years.  Several  other  churches, 
Peace  Church  of  Greenville, 
West  New  Bern  Church,  and 
Christ  Episcopal  of  New  Bern 
are  also  in  the  early  stages  of 
participation. 

The  presbytery  has  invited 
other  churches  in  it  to  join  in 
this  vital  work.  Each  interested 
church  was  asked  to  send  a 
volunteer  to  participate  in  plan- 
ning and  programming.  Out- 
reach contributions  to  initiate 
program  start-up  would  also  be 
welcomed.  The  Rev.  Richard 
Boyd  points  out  "our  readiness 
to  'do'  in  Haiti  is  ahead  of  our 


present  funding." 

Mission  trips  to  Haiti  are 
anticipated  in  which  volunteers 
will  be  needed  to  meet  particular 
needs,  especially  health  workers. 

The  presbytery  has  a  profes- 
sionally prepared  audio-visual 
presentation  on  the  area  and  the 
project.  In  addition,  representa- 
tives are  ready  to  meet  with  a 
church  or  an  outreach  group 
within  a  church.  More  informa- 
tion about  this  mission  oppor- 
tunity is  available  from  First 
Presbyterian  Church  of  New 
Bern,  P.O.  Box  1075,  New  Bern, 
N.C.  28560,  telephone  (919)  636- 
3270,  or  contact  the  chair  of  the 
U.S.  CODEP  Committee,  Jack 
Hanna,  at  (919)638-6963. 

Shenandoah 
goes  into  world 

A  number  of  people  from 
Shenandoah  Presbytery  have  an 
opportunity  this  summer  to 
interact  with  Christians  around 
the  world.  New  Monmouth/ 
Loch  Willow  work  team  of  11 
returns  to  the  Yucatan  Peninsula 
of  Mexico  to  the  town  of  Pro- 
greso.  Shepherdstown  misson 
team  of  five  visits  a  remote 
village  in  Haiti.  Windy  Cove's 
annual  visit  to  Hospital  Sainte 
Croix  in  Leogane,  Haiti,  in- 
cludes nine  team  members. 

Two  representatives  from 
Shanandoah  Presbytery,  Fran 
Hobbs  and  the  Rev.  Albert 
Connette,  visited  Ethiopia  April 
1-15  to  investigate  the  possibility 
of  forming  a  mission  partnership 
between  Shenandoah  Presby- 
tery and  the  Illubabor  Bethel 
Synod  in  western  Ethiopia. 


Older  adults  'bloom'  in  annual  Baltimore  event 


"People  bloom.  They're  em- 
powered. They're  rejuvenated." 
This  is  how  Bette  Ceanfaglione 
(Brown  Memorial  Woodbrook 
Church)  describes  what  happens 
to  participants  in  the  Older 
Adult  Experience  of  Baltimore 
Presbytery. 

The  Ceanfagliones — Bette 
and  Frank — are  "charter 
members"  and  co-directors  of 
this  year's  Older  Adult  Experi- 
ence. Together  they  related  the 
life-transforming  experiences  of 
two  recent  participants.  In  one 
story,  a  business  consultant  who 
chose  early  retirement  found  in 
the  Older  Adult  Experience  an 
occasion  for  significant  spiritual 


development.  He  reflected  on  his 
system  of  values,  decided  to 
rearrange  his  priorities,  and 
undertook  a  change  in  lifestyle. 
Several  churches  in  the  presby- 
tery (Light  Street,  First  and 
Franklin,  and  Towson)  ulti- 
mately benefitted  from  his  de- 
cision as  he  volunteered  and 
invested  in  them  substantial 
amounts  of  his  time  and  effort. 

In  another  story,  a  widow  who 
had  continued  a  long,  unrelieved 
period  of  mourning  her  hus- 
band's death  was  finally  able  to 
share  her  grief  in  the  supportive 
community  of  the  Older  Adult 
Experience.  She  returned  home 
feeling  much  better  prepared  to 


cope  with  her  loss. 

"The  Older  Adult  Experience 
is  not  a  senior  center,  nor  is  it 
a  therapy  group,"  Bette  said.  "It 
is  a  remarkable  outreach  min- 
istry which  only  the  church  can 
provide."  Commenting  on  inac- 
curate perceptions  and  attitudes, 
held  by  both  young  and  old,  that 
retired  people  are  not  productive 
or  must  somehow  justify  their 
existence,  Bette  described  the 
emphasis  of  this  Experience: 
each  participant  is  worth  some- 
thing, contributes  something, 
and  is  totally  accepted  in  a  loving 
atmosphere  for  whoever,  what- 
ever he  or  she  is. 

Designed  for  women  and  men 


between  ages  55  and  85,  the 
Experience  is  a  unique  four-day 
resident  program  which  is  of- 
fered annually  at  Chesapeake 
Center  in  Maryland.  Initiated  by 
Bea  Mills  (former  Christian 
educator  at  St.  John  United)  in 
1984  and  sponsored  by  the 
presbytery's  Nurture  Commit- 
tee, it  attracts  35  to  40  "campers" 
each  September.  The  Ceanfagli- 
ones are  quick  to  dispel  any 
notion,  however,  that  partici- 
pants must  be  prepared  to 
"rough  it"  according  to  tradi- 
tional camping  practices.  On  the 
contrary,  they  will  be  housed  in 
the  new,  air-conditioned  Balti- 
more Retreat  House  or  in  Pied- 


mont House  or  the  New  Castle 
Building.  And  every  attempt  is 
made  to  ensure  privacy. 

Activities  and  program  op- 
tions this  year  will  include 
swimming,  morning  birdwalks, 
light  aerobics,  relaxing,  crafts, 
meeting  new  friends,  renewing 
previous  friendships,  worship, 
communion,  Bible  study,  round- 
table  discussions,  workshops, 
cookouts,  and  a  party.  "From 
Empty  to  Cluttered  Nests/ Liv- 
ing With  Your  Nesters  and 
Roosters"  will  be  their  discus- 
sion topic.  In  previous  years, 
discussion  topics  have  included 
Healing,  Friendship,  Aging,  etc. 
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Planning  of 
makes  free- 

There  are  many  good  reasons 
for  carefully  planning  activities 
for  the  youths  in  the  Adolescent 
and  Pre-Adolescent  Centers 
during  the  summer  months. 

It  is  important  that  youths  still 
attend  school  for  half  a  day 
during  the  summer,  but  less 
structured  time  is  valuable  too. 
Many  of  them  don't  know  how 
to  use  their  free  time  for  con- 
structive purposes,  so  the  staff 
uses  this  opportunity  to  help 
them  learn  how  to  plan  safe, 
inexpensive,  fun  activities. 

The  spring  and  summer 
months  usually  bring  new  res- 
idents to  the  programs.  These 
residents  may  still  feel  a  little  out 
of  place.  Involvement  in  helpful 
and  entertaining  activities  helps 
these  youths  become  part  of  the 
group. 

Staff  members  also  find  that 
they  do  some  of  their  best 
counseling  with  the  children 
during  activities.  The  youths  feel 
more  comfortable  in  the  relaxed 
setting.  Some  begin  to  feel  closer 
to  the  staff  and  find  it  easier  to 
talk  with  them  about  their 
problems. 

Swimming,  picnicking,  sum- 
mer games,  fishing,  and  cook- 
outs  are  some  of  the  simpler 
activities  that  children  in  both 
programs  can  participate  in 
during  the  summer.  Other  activ- 
ities, such  as  trips  to  the  beach, 
mountains,  or  amusement  parks 
are  costly  and  have  to  be  care- 
fully budgeted  for  by  each  cot- 
tage during  the  year.  Less  expen- 
sive trips  taken  are  to  museums, 
historical  sites,  parks,  factory 
and  business  tours,  and  even 
tubing  on  the  New  River. 


summer  activities 
time  fun,  educational 


These  youths  are  enjoying  a  tubing  trip  down  the  New  River. 
This  is  one  of  the  safe,  inexpensive,  and  fun  activities  Barium 
Springs  children  participated  in  this  summer. 


The  Pre-Adolescent  Center  4 — H  Club  studied  and  took  care 
of  five  baby  birds  until  staff  could  find  out  how  to  get  them 
back  to  their  mother.  Here  Jennie  holds  one  of  the  birds. 


The  children  enjoy  swimming  in  the  campus  pool.  It  is  a  great 
way  to  beat  the  summer  heat  and  have  fun  too. 


These  youths  recently  enjoyed  a  trip  to  Carowinds.  The 
bumper  cars  and  water  rides  are  always  a  favorite. 

These  activities  are  education- 
al for  the  youths  in  different 
ways.  Obviously  a  visit  to  a 
museum  is  educational,  but  so 
is  a  trip  to  the  beach  for  a  child 
who  has  never  seen  the  ocean. 
Many  of  the  children  at  Barium 
have  never  been  out  of  their  city, 
or  state. 

Some  activities  which  began 
during  the  summer  are  even 
carried  into  the  rest  of  the  year. 
Recently  Cannon  Cottage  Coor- 
dinator Greg  Samuels  began  a 
4-H  group  for  the  Pre-Adoles- 
cent Center  children.  So  far  the 
group  has  worked  with  identi- 
fying the  types  and  parts  of 
plants,  public  speaking,  and 
public  demonstration.  What 
began  this  summer  will  be  car- 
ried on  throughout  the  year. 

Samuels  said  he  chose  4-H 
because  it  was  a  group  that  could 
include  both  boys  and  girls,  and 
because  it  helps  them  learn 
things  by  actually  doing  them. 
Also,  with  a  4-H  group  in  almost 
every  community,  the  children 
will  have  a  connection  to  chil- 
dren when  they  return  home. 

Summer  activities  are  impor- 
tant. They  can  be  fun,  education- 
al, inexpensive,  and  therapeutic 
all  at  the  same  time.  They  keep 
otherwise  unstructured  time 
from  becoming  wasteful,  and 
possibly  damaging  to  the  pro- 
gress that  the  children  are  mak- 
ing here  at  Barium  Springs. 


...Or 
So  It 
Seems 


Now  is  the  time  for  all  good 
people  to  come  to  the  aid  of  their 
country's  children.  Statistics  on 
school  dropouts  are  alarming. 
Media  accounts  of  child  abuse 
and  neglect  are  terrifying.  Teen- 
age (and  younger)  pregnancy 
rates  are  scary.  Violence  among 
youth  is  frightening,  as  is  the 
frequent  lack  of  remorse. 


Earle  Frazier,  ACSW 
Executive  Director 

These  are  scary  times  for  our 
youth  and  suggest  frightening 
times  ahead  for  our  country. 
Indeed,  now  is  the  time  for  all 
good  people  to  come  to  the  aid 
of  their  country — by  coming  to 
the  aid  of  its  children. 


Training  can  be  valuable 


Training  is  a  valuable  and 
necessary  commodity  for  eve- 
ryone working  in  the  youth- 
services  or  child-care  field. 
Whether  learning  new  or  differ- 
ent techniques  to  help  troubled 
youths,  or  sharpening  old  skills, 
those  working  in  this  field  know 
that  keeping  up-to-date  is  im- 
portant. They  don't  want  to  miss 
anything  that  could  help  even 
one  child. 

Knowing  how  valuable  such 
training  can  be,  it  is  considered 
an  honor  and  privilege  when  the 
opportunity  arises  for  a  person 
in  child  care  to  be  able  to  provide 
training  for  others.  These  oppor- 
tunities are  rarely  passed  up. 

Adolescent  Center  Director 
Abe  Wilkinson  and  Adolescent 
Center  Education  Coordinator 
Maxine  Smith  recently  present- 
ed a  workshop  on  "Assertive 
Intervention"  at  the  training 


conference  "Working  with 
America's  Youth"  in  Nashville, 
Tenn.,  in  August. 

This  1989  training  conference 
was  sponsored  by  the  National 
Resource  Center  for  Youth 
Services  in  Oklahoma.  Fifty 
workshops  were  offered  in  the 
direct  services  and  management 
tracks  of  child  care,  so  the 
conference  had  something  to 
offer  everyone  in  the  field. 

Wilkinson  and  Smith's  work- 
shop focused  on  verbally  dees- 
calating  a  crisis  situation  with  a 
youth,  and  then  helping  the 
youth  see  how  he  or  she  could 
have  avoided  the  situation  by 
reacting  differently. 

Wilkinson  has  been  director  at 
the  center  since  May  1987,  and 
Smith  has  been  education  coor- 
dinator at  the  center  since  Jan- 
uary 1987. 


Family  and  Children's  Festival  In  The  Park  was  one  of  the 
events  during  Iredell  County  Day  Care  Awareness  Week  in 
June.  Here  two  firemen  demonstrate  the  protective  clothing 
they  must  wear  when  going  to  a  fire. 


In  Memory  —  In  Honor 

Barium  Springs  Home  for  Children 


Donor  

Address 


IN  MEMORY  —  IN  HONOR 

My  gift  of  $   is  enclosed. 

I  wish  to  C  Honor       Z  Remember 


Name  of 

Honoree  or  Deceased 
Address   


On  the  occasion  of   

Date  of  death  if  applicable 

Survivor  to  notify   

Address  


Relationship  of  survivor  to  honoree 


P.O.  Box  1,  Barium  Springs,  NC  28010 
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Mother  and  daughter 
commence  on  schedule 

Elizabeth  McNair  Ayscue,  a  1989  graduate  of  Union  The- 
ological Seminary  in  Virginia,  received  her  Master  of  Divinity 
degree  on  May  28  just  hours  after  giving  birth  to  seven  lb., 
12  oz.  baby  daughter  Rebekah.  Union  Seminary's  President  T. 
Hartley  Hall  IV  (right)  and  Professor  John  B.  Trotti  left  the 
seminary's  commencement  exercises  to  award  Ayscue's  degree 
at  her  bedside  in  St.  Mary's  Hospital,  Richmond. 

A  native  of  Winston-Salem,  N.C.,  Elizabeth  McNair  Ayscue 
also  received  a  graduation  Award  for  Excellence  in  Preaching, 
Worship,  and  Public  Speaking.  Her  husband,  Skeet,  and  parents, 
Martha  and  John  McNair,  also  of  Winston-Salem,  were  present 
for  both  "commencement"  events. 

•  •  •  •  • 

Editor's  note:  Here  is  what  Elizabeth  McNair  Ayscue  wrote 
in  response  to  her  unusual  commencement. 
Dear  Hartley, 

Many  thanks  to  you  for  your  willingness  to  custom  design 
a  graduation  ceremony  for  me!  Your  visit  to  the  hospital  was 
one  (but  not  the)  highlight  of  my  day.  Tickled  as  we  were  over 
Rebekah 's  birth,  I  couldn't  help  feeling  a  bit  of  disappointment 
over  missing  graduation.  Your  visit  certainly  helped  ease  that! 

Again,  thank  you  for  your  special  interest  and  willingness 
to  "go  the  extra  mile"  on  my  behalf.  It  is  the  presence  of  you 
and  others  like  you  at  UTS  that  has  confirmed  again  and  again 
my  decision  to  matriculate  here! 

Fondly,  Elizabeth 


Lovell  named  to 
evangelism  post 


Rev.  Arnold  Lovell 

T.  Hartley  Hall  IV,  president 
of  Union  Theological  Seminary 
in  Virginia,  has  announced  the 
appointment  of  Arnold  B.  Lo- 
vell to  a  three-year  term  as  the 
first  Visiting  Professor  of  Evan- 
gelism at  the  seminary. 

Lovell  sees  his  new  role  as 
fourfold:  as  evangelist;  as  advo- 
cate for  evangelism  on  campus 
and  in  the  church;  as  resource 
to  students,  pastors,  and  presb- 
yteries; and  as  researcher  in  the 
theology  and  practice  of  evan- 
gelism. 

He  said,  "We  hope  to  increase 
awareness  that  we,  as  Christians, 
must  be  evangelical  in  every- 
thing we  do.  As  bearers  of  the 
Good  News,  we  should  make 
evangelism  a  conscious,  inten- 
tional part  of  all  aspects  of  our 
ministry,  both  as  individuals  and 
as  congregations." 

A  major  emphasis  during  his 
first  year  as  visiting  professor  of 
evangelism  is  to  assist  in  coor- 
dinating a  theological  sympo- 
sium for  pastors  and  lay  people 
to  be  held  in  October  in  Char- 
lotte, N.C.  The  symposium, 
entitled  "Evangelism  in  the 
Reformed  Tradition,"  is  spon- 
sored jointly  by  Columbia,  Prin- 
ceton, and  Union  Seminaries 
and  funded  by  the  Outreach 
Foundation  of  Charlotte. 

Future  plans  call  for  Lovell  to 
teach  courses  for  both  students 
preparing  for  ministry  and  min- 
isters returning  to  campus  to 
participate  in  continuing-educa- 
tion  events. 

Lovell  received  the  Bachelor 
of  Science  degree  from  Appala- 
chian State  University  and  the 
Doctor  of  Ministry  degree  from 
Union  Theological  Seminary  in 
Virginia.  Since  1984  he  has 
taught  workshops  on  evangelism 
at  both  Columbia  and  Union 
Theological  Seminaries.  Prior  to 
his  present  position,  Lovell  was 
pastor  of  First  Church  in  South 
Charleston,  W.Va. 


Woman  minister  brings  new 
perspective  to  family  tradition 


When  the  Rev.  "Geep"  White- 
ley  stepped  down  from  the  pulpit 
of  Bethesda  Presbyterian 
Church  in  Rockbridge  Baths, 
Va.,  three  years  ago,  he  already 
knew  the  Whiteley  family's 
legacy  of  service  to  the  church 
was  in  good  hands.  First  his  son, 
David,  and  now  his  wife,  Nancy, 
had  decided  to  explore  calls  to 
ministry. 

Nancy  first  considered  attend- 


ing seminary  following  a  trip  to 
Mexico  in  1985,  where  she 
observed  first-hand  the  powerful 
role  of  church  missions.  She 
enrolled  at  Union  Theological 
Seminary  in  Virginia  in  1987, 
and  took  a  ministry  internship 
the  following  summer  at  the 
Bethesda  Church,  which  con- 
firmed her  decision  to  pursue 
parish  ministry.  Nancy  complet- 
ed her  studies  and  graduated  on 


May  28.  She  becomes  pastor  of 
the  Beverly  Church  in  Beverly, 
W.Va.,  in  July. 

Nancy's  keen  interest  in  the 
church's  growing  emphasis  on 
globalization  and  missions  led 
her  on  a  travel  seminar  to  Ghana 
as  part  of  her  training  at  sem- 
inary. She  related,  "The  trip  to 
Ghana  heightened  my  awareness 
of  the  church's  need  for  mis- 
sion— not  traditional  mission 


Jenkins  (left)  and  Hall  see  doors  opening  for  cooperative 
Christian  witness. 

Synod,  seminary  leaders 
share  visions  for  future 

Carroll  Jenkins,  executive  for  the  Synod  of  the  Mid-Atlantic, 
and  T.  Hartley  Hall  IV,  president  of  Union  Theological  Seminary 
in  Virginia,  met  in  June  to  assess  renovation  progress  of  the  synod's 
new  headquarters,  scheduled  for  completion  September  1. 

In  an  interview  at  the  construction  site,  both  leaders  shared  their 
excitement  over  the  new  relationship  their  proximity  affords. 


JENKINS: 

I  see  our  priority  in  the  church 
as  leadership  development. 
Churches  grow  when  they  have 
good  leadership.  One  skill  need- 
ed for  leadership  is  development 
of  the  mind,  but  there  are  other 
skills  and  relationships  needed 
to  translate  that  intellectual 
learning  into  effective  ministry. 

As  the  synod  develops  prior- 
ities and  direction,  we  can  tap 
the  resources  of  the  seminary.  As 
our  folks  make  practical  deci- 
sions, they  also  will  grow  in 
understanding  how  to  build 
relationships  between  people 
and  organizations  and  what  that 
means  for  the  spiritual  develop- 
ment and  mission  of  the  church. 

The  better  able  the  Presbyte- 
rian Church  is  to  train  leaders 
for  our  multi-cultural,  diverse 
church,  the  better  witnesses  we 
become.  Together  the  Presbyte- 
rian institutions  here — the  sem- 
inary, the  synod,  the  presbytery, 
Mission  Court,  and  PSCE — can 
build  a  model  of  cooperation 
that  will  strengthen  the  Christian 
witness  in  this  area. 


HALL: 

In  addition  to  offering  the 
services  of  our  library  and 
faculty,  the  seminary  can  serve 
as  resource  to  the  synod  for  a 
whole  range  of  data,  experience, 
understanding,  and  analysis  of 
issues  to  be  addressed. 

I  see  the  possibility  of  the 
seminary's  constructing  continu- 
ing-education  events  around  the 
mission  of  the  synod.  For  exam- 
ple, as  the  synod  lays  out  plans 
for  the  next  three  years,  we  can 
work  in  concert  with  them  to 
create  educational  programs  for 
the  leadership  of  the  synod, 
serving  as  a  resource  to  them  in 
their  work. 

In  addition,  our  students  will 
benefit  from  exposure  to  lead- 
ership development. 

Not  only  that,  but  there  is  an 
added  benefit  to  the  seminary. 
The  stronger  and  more  effective 
the  church  is  in  this  area  of  the 
country,  the  stronger  the  sem- 
inary will  be. 


These  proud  smiles  say  it  all. 

where  we  Americans  go  out.  and 
save  others  in  remote  corners  of 
the  world,  but  instead,  the  real 
need  we  have  here  to  take  notice 
of  the  faithfulness  of  Christian 
communities  established  a  cen- 
tury ago  by  our  own  mission- 
aries. 

"Ghanaians,"  Nancy  con- 
tinued, "can  minister  to  us.  The 
Christian  faith  in  Ghana  is  a  vital 


part  of  life  for  all  Christians.  We, 
on  the  other  hand,  compartmen- 
talize our  lives,  and  I  think  that's 
how  we  get  off  track." 

"It's  great  to  have  such  won- 
derful resources  in  your  own 
family  members,"  Nancy  said, 
"but  we  sometimes  have  differ- 
ent views.  Geep  was  at  seminary 
40  years  ago,  and  a  lot  of  things 
have  changed — it's  a  new  church!" 
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A  Faith  More  Precious  than  Gold 
Introduction  and  Lesson  1,  September: 
A  Letter  to  Exiles 

Circle  Bible  Leaders  Study  Guide 


By  Mary  Boney  Sheats 

Once  upon  a  time,  so  Greek  mythology 
tells  us,  there  was  a  king  named  Midas 
who  did  a  good  deed  for  the  god  Bacchus. 
As  a  reward,  Bacchus  offered  to  give  him 
anything  he  desired.  Midas,  delighted, 
asked  that  anything  he  might  touch  be 
turned  into  gold.  Bacchus  granted  his 
wish,  and  King  Midas  set  about  to  use 
his  new-found  power.  He  touched  a  leaf, 
and  it  turned  to  gold.  He  picked  up  a 
stone,  and  it  became  gold.  He  asked  his 
servants  to  prepare  a  great  feast  in 
celebration  of  his  amazing  ability,  and 
they  did.  But  as  they  started  the  meal 
Midas  found,  to  his  horror,  that  every 
piece  of  bread,  every  bit  of  fruit, 
hardened  before  he  could  get  it  to  his 
mouth;  and  a  glass  of  wine  became 
melted  gold  as  it  went  down  his  throat. 
Then  the  king,  faced  with  starvation, 
pleaded  with  the  god  to  take  back  the 
"gift";  and  he  did. 

Truly,  there  are  treasures  "more 
precious  than  gold";  and  our  Bible  study 
for  1989-1990,  on  the  First  Letter  of 
Peter,  focuses  on  Faith  as  a  special 
treasure  (1:7). 

This  book  we  are  to  study  is  one  of 
the  general  or  catholic  (universal)  epistles 
which,  while  not  being  read  as  often  as 
the  gospels  or  the  letters  of  Paul, 
nevertheless  carried  apostolic  authority 
as  Word  of  God.  We  will  be  enriched 
by  the  hearing  we  will  give  it  this  year 
as  the  Holy  Spirit  leads  us,  and  as  we 
follow  the  suggestions  the  Doctors 
Gonzalez  give  us  in  the  study  guide,  A 
Faith  More  Precious  Than  Gold. 

Remember  that  little  old  lady  who 
said,  "I  love  to  read  the  Bible  because 
it  throws  such  light  on  the  commentar- 
ies"? The  Gonzalezes  remind  us  through- 
out their  study  to  keep  our  primary 
attention  on  the  biblical  text  rather  than 
on  secondary  sources. 


Yet  we  may  be  informed  by  those  who 
have  studied  I  Peter  before  us.  After  you 
have  read  the  Bible  and  the  study  guide, 
including  its  "Aids  for  Bible  Study 
Leaders,"  you  may  find  help  in  looking 
at  the  following: 

1.  Paul  Achtemeier,  Introduction  and 
Commentary  on  I  Peter  in  Harper's  Bible 
Commentary  (San  Francisco:  Harper  & 
Row,  1988) 

2.  William  Barclay,  Daily  Bible  Study 
Series,  The  Letters  of  James  and  Peter 
(Philadelphia:  Westminster,  1976) 

3.  A.M.  Hunter,  Introduction  and 
Exegesis  of  I  Peter,  The  Interpreter's 
Bible,  Vol.  12  (New  York,  Abingdon, 
1957) 

Lesson  I.  A  Letter  to  Exiles 

"A  Letter  to  Exiles,"  a  letter  to  us.  Let 
us  see  how  I  Peter  is  both.  This  letter 
follows  the  usual  form  of  New  Testament 
epistles,  especially  those  of  the  Apostle 
Paul. 

From  whom  did  the  letter  come? 

First  comes  the  name  of  the  author, 
who  in  this  case  is  identified  as  "Peter, 
an  apostle  of  Jesus  Christ." 

If  it  is  hard  for  you  to  think  that  a 
Galilean  fisherman,  called  (along  with 
the  Apostle  John)  "uneducated"  and 
"common"  by  the  Jewish  hierarchy  (Acts 
4:13),  could  write  Greek  with  such  good 
grammer,  remember  that  the  actual 
writer  of  the  letter,  according  to  I  Peter 
5:12,  was  Silvanus,  or  Silas,  whose  ability 
in  Greek  no  one  would  question.  The 
author  of  the  letter  claims  to  be  in  the 
company  of  Mark  (5:13);  and  other 
biblical  and  post-biblical  references  point 
to  a  close  relationship  between  Peter  and 
John  Mark.  Both  of  these  followers  of 
Christ  were  associated  with  Rome,  the 
place  probably  alluded  to  as  "Babylon" 
(5:13). 

Perhaps  the  most  helpful  attitude  to 


take  toward  authorship  is  to  let  the  text 
stand  on  its  own  as  Word  of  God  and 
think  of  "Peter"  as  being  the  servant  of 
Christ  to  whom  were  given  these  words 
we  will  be  studying. 

To  whom  was  the  letter  written? 

The  second  item  in  a  first-century  letter 
was  the  name  of  those  for  whom  the 
epistle  was  intended.  In  this  case,  it  is 
"to  the  exiles  of  the  Dispersion,"  who 
live  in  areas  of  what  is  now  Turkey.  Since 
I  Peter  seems  to  be  a  circular  letter,  look 
at  the  map  on  p.  5  of  the  study  book 
and  note  the  logical  direction  the 
deliverer  of  the  letter  must  have  taken. 

The  Dispersion  or  Diaspora  was  the 
term  originally  used  for  Jews  who  did 
not  come  back  to  Judea  after  the 
Babylonian  Exile  in  the  sixth  century 
B.C.  But  from  the  content  of  I  Peter  we 
learn  that  those  who  are  receiving  this 
letter  are  Gentiles  who  have  been 
converted  to  the  Christian  faith.  The 
addressees  are  described  in  strong  terms, 
as  being  chosen,  destined,  and  sanctified, 
and  they  are  presumed  to  have  had  the 
threefold  experience  of  God  as  Father, 
Spirit,  and  Jesus  Christ  (I  Peter  1 :2),  even 
though  the  term  "Trinity"  was  not  used 
until  several  centuries  later. 

The  particular  exiles  addressed  in  I 
Peter  are  in  trouble,  and  they  need  very 
much  to  be  reassured  that  they  are  chosen 
and  destined  and  sanctified  for  obedience 
to  Christ.  For  they  are  being  threatened 
by  the  devil,  who  wants  to  destroy  their 
faith  (I  Peter  5:8-10)  and  to  make  them 
suffer. 

The  greeting 

The  third  item  in  a  letter  was  some- 
times just  the  simple  word  "Greeting." 
(See  James  1:1  and  the  Jerusalem 
Council  letter  in  Acts  15:23.)  But  this 
letter,  like  those  of  Paul,  has  the  richer, 
more  profound  salutation  of  "grace  and 


peace."  Grace,  meaning  unmerited  favor 
and  appearing  eight  times  in  this  letter, 
has  its  source  in  God.  Peace  is  linked 
with  grace  as  another  priceless  gift  from 
God,  and  it  means  health  and  wholeness 
as  well  as  serenity. 

The  rest  of  the  letter 

The  blessing  is  followed  characteris- 
tically by  a  paragraph  of  thanks  (I  Peter 
1:3-9),  which  continues  into  the  message 
of  the  main  body  of  the  letter.  The 
content  here  will  combine  what  Chris- 
tians believe  (theology)  with  how  Chris- 
tians are  to  behave  (ethics). 

The  letter  concludes  with  some  secre- 
tarial notes  and  greetings,  then  a  final 
benediction  where  the  wonderful  words 
of  grace  and  peace  occur  again.  Those 
who  receive  this  letter  to  exiles  are  indeed 
receiving  a  treasure  "more  precious  than 
gold." 

Suggested  activities 

1.  Sing  together  the  hymn  "God  of 
Grace  and  God  of  Glory,"  #358. 

2.  Paul  in  I  Corinthians  9:5  implies 
that  the  wife  of  Peter  (Cephas)  accom- 
panied him  in  his  travels.  Have  someone 
write  out  and  present  as  a  monologue 
reminiscences  about  their  life  and  min- 
istry together.  Use  a  concordance  for 
material  from  the  New  Testament. 

3.  Study  I  Peter  1:2  along  with  Ephe- 
sians  1:3-14,  looking  for  similarities  in 
theology. 

4.  Spend  time  discussing  the  questions 
raised  in  the  study  book  on  p.  13 
concerning  our  contemporary  experien- 
ces as  exiles. 

Dr.  Mary  Boney  Sheats  is  professor 
emerita  of  Bible  and  religion  at  Agnes 
Scott  College  in  Decatur,  Ga.,  where  she 
taught  from  1949  to  1983.  She  had 
previously  directed  Christian  education 
at  churches  in  three  states.  She  lives  in 
Wilmington,  N.C. 


Sacred  living  is  theme 
of  women's  event  in  Va. 


Once-a-decade  meeting  slated  for  '90 


"ALTAR-ing  the  World:  Im- 
plications for  Sacred  Living" 
will  be  the  theme  for  the  fourth 
annual  inter-faith  conference  for 
women  in  ministry  in  the  Vir- 
ginias, to  take  place  Oct.  15-17 
at  Camp  Bethel  in  Fincastle,  Va., 
near  Roanoke. 

The  meeting  is  a  retreat  for 
women  who  understand  their 
lives  and  work  as  ministry. 
Sponsor  is  the  Resource  Center 
for  Women  and  Ministry  in  the 
South.  Women  from  other  states 
are  welcome. 

Leader  will  be  Heather  Mur- 
ray Elkins,  a  Methodist  minister 
who  teaches  worship  and  litur- 
gical studies  at  Drew  University. 
She  interprets  scripture  through 
poetry  and  dance;  she  also  writes 
plays  and  has  served  as  a  creative 
arts  specialist  on  a  Navajo  re- 
servation. 

The  conference  will  include 
formal  presentations,  small- 
group  discussions,  and  recre- 
ation. Registration  cost  is  $105, 
which  covers  the  meeting,  meals, 
and  lodging.  Participants  should 
register  by  Oct.  7. 

To  register  or  for  more  infor- 
mation, contact  the  Resource 
Center  for  Women  and  Ministry 
in  the  South,  P.O.  Box  7725, 
Durham,  N.C.  27708  (telephone 


919-687-0408). 

Training  for  interim  pastors 

A  seminar  for  interim  pastors 
will  introduce  interim  ministry 
to  ministers  and  spouses  consid- 
ering it.  The  meeting  will  take 
place  at  Stony  Point  Center  in 
Stony  Point,  N.Y.,  Oct.  2-6. 

The  seminar  will  also  provide 
basic  skills  for  ministers  who 
have  just  begun  that  kind  of 
work.  It  will  also  include  special 
programs  for  spouses. 

A  separate  part  of  the  meeting 
will  be  limited  to  10  people 
nominated  by  their  synod  or 
presbytery;  it  will  give  them 
skills  in  designing  and  evaluting 
interim  ministry  events  in  presb- 
yteries or  synods,  as  well  as 
experience  in  leading  such 
events. 

Registration  costs  $75  per 
person  or  $1 10  per  couple;  room 
and  board  cost  $45  per  person 
per  day  for  a  couple  or  $55  per 
person  per  day  for  one  person. 
Participants  should  register  by 
Sept.  1. 

For  more  information,  con- 
tact Karen  Gaddie,  Church 
Vocations  Unit,  100  Withers- 
poon  Street,  Louisville,  Ky. 
40202  (telephone  502-569-5847). 


A  religious  communication 
congress  held  each  decade  has 
been  scheduled  for  April  18-22, 
1990,  at  the  Opryland  Hotel  in 
Nashville,  Tenn.  This  is  the  third 
such  worldwide  congress  to  be 
held.  The  first  was  in  Geneva  in 
1970,  the  second  in  Nashville  in 
1980. 

The  congress  will  be  an  inter- 
faith  meeting.  Its  organizers 
describe  it  as  a  unique,  once-a- 
decade  opportunity  to  meet, 
exchange  with,  and  learn  from 
a  wide  variety  of  communicators 


of  religion  from  throughout 
North  America  and  the  world. 

Among  those  scheduled  to  ap- 
pear are  Philippine  Cardinal 
Jaime  Sin;  Steve  Allen,  televi- 
sion producer  and  host;  Dame 
Nita  Barrow,  theologian  and 
BBC  broadcaster;  Pauline 
Webb;  and  other  distinguished 


world  figures. 

There  will  be  more  than  100 
professional  development  work- 
shops. Registration  materials  will 
become  available  in  September. 

Additional  information  is 
available  from  the  Rev.  Bill 
Huie,  100  Witherspoon  Street, 
Louisville,  Ky.  40202-1396. 


AUTHORS  WANTED  BY 
NEW  YORK  PUBLISHER 

Leading  subsidy  book  publisher  seeks  manuscripts 
of  all  types:  fiction,  non-fiction,  poetry,  scholarly 
and  iuvenile  works,  etc.  New  authors  welcomed 
Send  for  free,  illustrated  40-page  brochure  H-101 
Vantage  Press.  5 1 6  W.  34  St..  New  York.  N  Y  1000 1 


FIBERGLASS  BAPTISTRIES 

.STEEPLES-CROSSES  €T\ 
WATER  HEATERS  I 

PEWS-PULPIT  FURNITURE  J 
CARPET-LIGHTING  FIXTURES 
fREE  COLORED  BROCHURE  MB 

LITTLE  GIANT  MANUFACTURING  CO. 

Box  518  /  Orange,  Texas  77630 
DIAL  TOLL  FREE  1-800-231-6035  . 


EE  ESTIMATES 

Stained  Glass  Installations 
Stained  Glass  Restoration 
Custom  Aluminum  Frames 

•  Ftberglass  Baptistries  &  Steeples 

•  Church  .Furniture 

ART  &  STAINED  GLASS 
COMPANY,  INC. 


P.O.  Box  67 
Harmony.  NC  28634 


Phone 

(704)  546-2687 


Are  You  Moving? 

Is  Your  Address  Correct? 

Are  You  Getting  More  Than  One  Copy? 

Please  attach  the  mailing  label  from  your  most  recent  issue 
in  the  space  below  and  then  check  on  of  the  appropriate  boxes. 


THE  PRESBYTERIAN  NEWS 
P.O.  Box  10785 
Raleigh,  N.C.  27605 

THE  PRESBYTERIAN  NEWS 


(   )  I  am  moving  on  (date)   (see  new  address  below). 

(    )  My  address  is  incorrect.  (The  correct  address  appears  below.) 

(   )  I  am  getting  two  copies.  (Attached  is  the  label  from  issue  I  wish  stopped.) 

Name  

Street  or  Box  

City  


State 


.  Zip 


Church 


Presbytery 


Page  12,  The  Presbyterian  News,  August  1989 

Education  'Lifeline5 
is  theme  of  workshops 


"Christian  Education  Life- 
line" will  be  the  theme  of  work- 
shops to  be  held  on  September 
9  at  First  Church  in  Rocky 
Mount.  The  keynote  speaker  for 
the  event  will  be  the  Rev.  Isabel 
Rogers,  former  General  Assem- 
bly moderator.  She  will  give  her 
insights  and  observations  of 
Christian  education  as  she  saw 
it  as  moderator  and  professor. 

Participants  will  be  able  to 
choose  from  eight  different 
workshops  being  offered.  Areas 
included  will  be:  Christian  ed- 
ucation in  small  churches,  teach- 
ing adults,  organizing  the  Chris- 
tian education  program,  teach- 
ing in  the  preschool,  teaching 
elementary  age  children,  teach- 
ing youth  in  church  school, 
youth  fellowship,  and  kids  in 
crisis. 

Leading  the  workshops  will 
be:  Jan  Wandersleben,  Jocelyn 
Hill,  Faye  Robinson,  Marsha 
Ghent,  the  Rev.  Harriet  Isbell, 
the  Rev.  Larry  Edwards,  and 
Kate  Lee. 

Wandersleben  is  a  church 
educator  from  Ohio  who  special- 
izes in  small  churches.  She  has 
also  written  church-school  cur- 
riculum. 

Hill,  a  well-known  educator 
and  workshop  leader,  served  on 
staff  of  the  former  Mecklenburg 
Presbytery. 

Robinson  is  a  preschool 
977-1440. 

Theological 
symposium 
scholarships 
offered 

A  theological  symposium  on 
evangelism  will  be  held  in  Char- 
lotte, being  jointly  sponsored  by 
Columbia  Theological  Semi- 
nary, Princeton  Theological 
Seminary,  and  Union  Theolog- 
ical Seminary.  The  symposium 
is  being  funded  by  the  Outreach 
Foundation  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church  and  will  feature  out- 
standing theologians  from  each 
of  the  sponsoring  institutions. 

The  Evangelism  Committee  of 
presbytery  is  offering  scholar- 
ships for  this  event  for  up  to  50 
people  on  a  first-come,  first- 
served  basis.  The  committee 
askes  participants  to  pay  for  the 
registration,  which  is  $25.  Par- 
ticipants will  be  given  a  $50  food 
allowance. 

Those  interested  should  send 
their  registration  to  Bruce  Ford 
at  presbytery's  office.  Please 
note  that  this  conference  has  a 
limited  enrollment,  so  register 
early.  If  you  have  any  questions 
concerning  the  event,  please 
contact  Bruce  Ford  at  presby- 
tery's office  or  Ray  Cobb  at 
Triangle  Presbyterian  at 
544-2872. 

Life  memberships 
awarded 

Presbyterian  Women  of  Trin- 
ity Avenue  Church  presented 
honorary  life  memberships  to 
Janet  Kirkland  Tillman  in  ab- 
sentia, and  to  Yvonne  Carden 
Crumpacker  on  May  7.  Both 
women  have  been  a  vital  part  of 
the  ministry  of  service  to  the 
church  and  are  greatly  appre- 
ciated. .^KnBHQi 


teacher  and  educator  and  is  from 
Winston-Salem. 

Ghent  is  a  director  of  Chris- 
tian education  and  served  as 
Resource  Center  director  for  the 
former  Mecklenburg  Presby- 
tery. 

Isbell  is  associate  pastor  of 
West  Raleigh  Church  and  is  a 
leader  in  presbytery  youth  activ- 
ities. 

Edwards  is  pastor  of  Saint 
Paul  Church  in  Louisburg. 

Lee  has  served  as  director  of 
Christian  education  and  is  now 
working  with  the  Department  of 
Social  Services  of  Wake  County. 

Those  attending  will  have  the 
opportunity  to  attend  one  work- 
shop in  the  morning  and  one 
workshop  after  lunch.  Registra- 
tion will  begin  at  9:30  a.m.  and 
the  first  workshop  at  10:00  a.m. 
Rogers  will  share  her  observa- 
tions concerning  Christian  edu- 
cation prior  to  lunch. 

Lunch  will  be  provided  by  the 
church  and  is  included  in  the 
$5.00  registration  fee.  Baby- 
sitting is  also  available;  partic- 
ipants must  pre -register  for  it. 

This  special  event  is  designed 
for  teachers,  administrators, 
youth  fellowship  advisors, 
Christian  education  committee 
members,  and  anyone  with  an 
interest  in  Christian  education. 
For  more  information,  contact 
New    Hope    Presbytery  at 

Cormiers 
update 

The  Cormiers  Development 
Project  continues  to  make  pro- 
gress. CODEP,  as  this  project  is 
called,  is  a  10-year  ecumenical 
project  designed  to  help  the 
people  of  Cormiers  in  Haiti.  The 
assistance  comes  mainly  in  the 
areas  of  agriculture,  reforesta- 
tion, water,  education,  housing, 
micro-enterprises,  sanitation, 
and  animal  husbandry. 

The  need  is  still  great  for 
individual  and  church  support. 
Currently,  there  are  plans  being 
made  for  a  group  of  volunteers 
to  go  to  Cormiers  in  October. 
Cost  for  the  trip  would  be  $500 
for  round-trip  air  fare  from  the 
Raleigh-Durham  Airport,  $16  a 
day  for  food  and  lodging,  and 
$25  for  airport  transfer. 

If  you  are  interested  in  being 
a  part  of  this  project  that  is 
helping  people  to  help  them- 
selves, please  contact  Jack  Han- 
nah, c/o  First  Presbyterian 
Church,  P.O.  Box  1075,  New 
Bern,  N.C.  28560. 


Articles 
needed 


The  Presbytery  of  New  Hope 
is  interested  in  reading  about 
your  church.  Please  help  to 
spread  the  word. 

Send  your  newsletter,  bulle- 
tin, articles,  and  pictures  about 
what  fun  and  exciting  things  are 
happening  in  your  church. 

Items  should  be  mailed  to 
Sylvia  Goodnight,  Route  16, 
Box  150,  Greenville,  N.C.  27858, 
or  call  (919)  756-3991. 


The  New  Hope  Presbyterian 


Sylvia  Goodnight,  Editor 


August  1989 


New  sanctuary  dedicated 


S  lli 


Architect's  drawing  of  completed  facility. 


Sunday,  June  4,  was  a  day  of 
celebration  for  Cary  Church,  as 
the  congregation  dedicated  its 
new  sanctuary  and  office  com- 
plex. These  additions  were  de- 
signed by  the  Charlo*'e  architec- 
tural firm  of  Wilber,  Kendrick, 
Workman  and  Warren.  Finan- 
cial backing  for  this  $705,000 
project  has  included  generous 
support  from  the  former  Orange 
Presbytery,  the  Presbyterian 
Urban  Council  of  Raleigh,  and 
the  General  Assembly  of  the 
Presbyterian  Church  (U.S.A.). 

Cary  Church  was  organized  as 
a  congregation  on  Feb.  20,  1955, 
with  the  Rev.  Charles  E.  John- 
son Jr.  as  organizing  pastor.  In 
March  of  that  year  10  acres  of 
wooded  land  in  the  heart  of  Cary 
were  purchased.  The  original 
structure,  built  mostly  by  the 
hands  of  church  members,  has 
now  been  converted  into  a 
fellowship  hall.  The  new  facility 
includes  a  sanctuary  with  seating 
capacity  of  340,  a  choir  room, 


a  kitchen,  and  four  offices.  The 
ancient  Celtic  cross,  reflective  of 
Presbyterians'  Scottish  heritage, 
is  used  for  both  the  exterior  and 
sanctuary  crosses. 

This  re-development  project 
was  launched  in  order  to  em- 
brace the  growing  needs  of  Cary 
Presbyterian's  multi-facted  min- 
istry in  the  midst  of  a  rapidly 
growing  community.  A  week- 
day preschool  program  minis- 
ters to  the  development  needs  of 
young  children  and  an  after- 
school  care  program  provides  a 
safe  and  caring  atmosphere  for 
children  of  working  parents.  The 
church  sponsors  10  scout  troops 
and  provides  space  for  numer- 
ous community  endeavors. 

The  Evangelical  Formosan 
Church,  a  Taiwanese-speaking 
congregation  which  draws  from 
all  over  the  Triangle,  gathers 
each  Sunday  afternoon  for  wor- 
ship and  study.  The  Covenant 
Community,  a  new  church  de- 


velopment project  of  New  Hope 
Presbytery,  utilizes  office  and 
meeting  space  at  the  church.  The 
Rev.  Allen  Proctor,  organizing 
pastor  of  the  Covenant  Commu- 
nity, also  serves  as  half-time 
parish  associate  at  Cary  Presby- 
terian. The  church  is  located  two 
blocks  from  the  proposed  Cary 
Retirement  Community,  which 
is  under  the  auspices  of  Presby- 
terian Homes,  Inc.  The  Rev.  J. 
David  Wiseman  serves  as  pastor. 

The  litany  of  dedication  used 
in  the  service  included  a  charge 
and  challenge  to  all  who  seek  to 
build  up  the  body  of  Christ: 

Help  us  all  be  builders  of  your 
holy  temple,  O  God:  a  place 
where  all  people  may  find 
peace  in  the  face  of  turmoil, 
yet  not  a  place  where  com- 
placency finds  a  home;  a 
community  of  believers  where 
all  know  your  unconditional 
love;  a  people  called  out  to 
serve  you  in  all  facets  of  life. 


New  ministers  received 


At  a  called  meeting  of  the 
Presbytery  of  New  Hope  on 
June  26,  the  calls  to  Stephen  M. 
Austin,  Joseph  John  Sayblack 
Jr.,  and  Deborah  Taylor  and  the 
transfer  of  Dr.  Bradley  J.  Long- 
field  were  approved. 

Stephen  M.  Austin,  who  will 
be  serving  as  associate  pastor  for 
youth  and  young  adults  at  First 
Church  in  Raleigh,  is  a  graduate 
of  Union  Seminary  in  Rich- 
mond, Va.,  with  a  Master  of 
Divinity  degree.  He  received  his 
B.S.  from  Appalachian  State 
University  in  Boone. 

In  his  statement  of  faith  Aus- 
tin says,  "I  place  my  faith  in  God 
as  my  creator,  Jesus  Christ  as 
my  personal  Lord  and  saviour 
and  the  Holy  Spirit  as  my 
sustainer  and  comforter.  I  seek 
to  give  myself  to  God's  will 
trusting  in  Him  alone  while 
praising  His  name  and  proclaim- 
ing the  gospel  of  Jesus  Christ  to 
all  people." 

Joseph  John  Sayblack  Jr. 
received  his  Master  of  Divinity 
degree  from  Louisville  Presby- 
terian Seminary  in  Louisville, 
Ky.,  and  is  also  a  graduate  of 
the  Presbyterian  School  of 
Christian  Education  in  Rich- 
mond, Va.  Sayblack  will  be 
serving  Hollywood  Church  in 
Greenville. 

In  his  statement  of  faith  Sayb- 
lack says,  "All  persons  are  called 
to  ministry  as  a  part  of  the  body 
of  Christ  in  the  priesthood  of  all 
believers;  however,  God  has 
called  some  persons  to  serve  the 
church  as  deacons,  elders,  and 
ministers  of  Word  and  Sacra- 
ment, being  ordained  or  set  aside 


by  the  church  for  their  special 
tasks  with  the  laying  on  of 
hands.  These  individuals  have 
been  recognized  by  the  members 
of  the  church  for  their  special 
gifts  and  ability  to  lead  God's 
people. 

"As  Christians,  we  are  all 
called  to  be  new  persons  in 
Christ,  serving  others  humbly 
and  worshiping  our  God,  above 
whom  there  is  none  other." 

Deborah  Taylor,  who  will  be 
serving  as  associate  pastor  at 
Kirk  of  Kildaire,  received  her 
Master  of  Divinity  degree  from 
Columbia  Theological  Seminary 
and  her  B.A.  degree  from  Van- 
derbilt  in  Tennessee.  She  says, 
"Through  the  gift  of  faith,  we 


know  and  experience  God's 
kingdom  as  it  is  present  when 
we  celebrate  the  sacraments  and 
we  look  forward  to  God's  prom- 
ise of  God's  kingdom  to  come. 

"The  Church's  task  is  to 
become  a  light  to  the  world;  to 
share  in  word  and  deed  the  good 
news  of  God's  love  and  grace  as 
it  has  been  revealed  to  us 
through  Christ  Jesus.  Our  vision 
of  God's  kingdom  to  come  and 
the  power  of"  the  Holy  Spirit 
enable  us  to  participate  in  trans- 
forming our  individual  lives  and 
the  world  around  us." 

Dr.  Bradley  J.  Longfield  was 
received  as  an  active  member  of 
the  presbytery.  Longfield  is  a 
lecturer  at  Duke  Divinity 
School. 


Day  of  fun  planned 

A  chance  for  people  in  New 
Hope  Presbytery  to  come  to- 
gether and  get  to  know  each 
other  will  take  place  in  the  form 
of  an  afternoon  of  recreation, 
worship,  and  supper  on  Sunday, 
Sept.  24,  beginning  at  3:30,  at 
the  Franklinton  Center  outside 
Rocky  Mount. 


Activities  will  include  play  in 
small  groups,  intergenerational 
games,  singing,  and  banner 
making.  After  supper,  worship 
will  take  place  at  6:00.  People 
who  come  should  bring  a  large 
salad  or  a  dessert  to  share; 
organizers  will  provide  hot  dogs, 
condiments,  and  beverages. 

There  is  no  preregistration  fee, 
nor  any  registration  fee. 

The  Peacemaking  Committee 
of  the  presbytery  will  sponsor 


the  event.  The  group  chose  a 
recreational  format  because  it 
believes  the  activities  can  help 
develop  a  positive  common 
history.  For  a  flier  with  direc- 
tions to  the  center,  contact  the 
presbytery  office  at  977-1440. 
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Boesak  to  speak  at  major 
event  on  peacemaking 


South  African  anti-apartheid 
leader  the  Rev.  Allan  Boesak 
heads  an  impressive  list  of 
speakers  for  a  major  conference 
next  June  celebrating  the  10th 
anniversary  of  the  Presbyterian 
Peacemaking  Program  and 
looking  forward  to  peacemaking 
in  the  century's  last  decade. 

Entitled  "Peacemaking  2000: 
Growing  Toward  the  Vision," 
the  conference  will  take  place 
June  24-28,  1990,  at  the  Amer- 
ican University  in  Washington, 
D.C.  The  event  "will  both  help 
in  the  celebration  of  our  roots 
in  peacemaking  and  will  prepare 
for  peacemaking  efforts  in  the 
1990s  by  providing  opportuni- 
ties for  discovering  new  dimen- 
sions of  wholeness  in  self,  family, 
church,  community,  and  the 
world,"  said  the  Rev.  Richard  L. 
Killmer,  Peacemaking  Program 
director. 

Boesak  is  president  of  the 
World  Alliance  of  Reformed 
Churches.  He  will  lead  a  plenary 
emphasis  on  South  Africa. 

In  addition,  the  Rev.  Elias 
Chacour,  author  and  Melkite 
priest  in  Gaiiiec,  will  iead  a 
plenary  emphasis  on  the  Middle 
East. 

Another  major  emphasis  will 
be  on  "preparing  for  dialogue  in 
the  public  arena";  U.S.  Senator 
Wyche  Fowler  from  Georgia,  a 
Presbyterian,  has  been  invited  to 
help  lead  it.  Other  leaders  of  that 
segment  are  the  Rev.  Richard 
Watts  of  the  Peacemaking  Pro- 
gram and  the  Rev.  Barbara 
Green  of  the  Washington  Office. 

The  conference  will  offer  more 
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than  100  workshops  and  40  in- 
depth  study  groups.  The  work- 
shops will  meet  once;  partici- 
pants can  choose  two  workshops. 
The  study  groups  will  meet  three 
times  during  the  conference; 
participants  can  choose  one. 

Among  study-group  topics 
are  mediation  training,  skills  in 
conflict  resolution,  spirituality 
and  peacemaking,  parenting  for 
peace  and  justice,  alternatives  to 
violence,  and  forming  a  presb- 
ytery's ministry  in  public  policy, 
as  well  as  many  other  topics. 
Workshops  emphasize  practical 
training. 

Other  speakers  for  plenary 
sessions  include  the  Rev.  Walter 
Brueggemann,  author  and  pro- 
fessor of  Old  Testament  at 
Columbia  Theological  Semi- 
nary; Dame  Nita  Barrow,  am- 
bassador to  the  United  Nations 
from  Barbados;  the  Rev.  Elly  de 
Boer,  European  peace  activist 
and  pastor  in  the  Netherlands 
Reformed  Church;  Estelle 
McCarthy,  associate  pastor  at 
the  Presbyterian  School  of 
Christian  Education  in  Rich- 
mond, Va.;  and  the  Rev.  Jack 

JCSU  president 
chosen  for 
Japan  residency 

The  president  of  Johnson  C. 
Smith  University  in  Charlotte, 
N.C.,  Dr.  Robert  Albright,  has 
been  chosen  one  of  1 1  Fellows 
for  the  1989-90  U.S. -Japan 
Leadership  Program.  Albright 
and  the  other  Fellows  will  live 
in  Japan  for  up  to  a  year  during 
the  next  18  months. 

Albright  will  live  in  Japan  for 
three  months,  probably  next 
summer,  a  university  spokeswo- 
man said. 

The  program  aims  to  increase 
the  number  of  American  leaders 
in  government,  education,  labor, 
business,  and  journalism  who 
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Stotts,  president  of  Ausin  Sem- 
inary. 

Worship  will  be  led  by  the 
Rev.  Clinton  Marsh,  former 
moderator  of  the  General  Ass- 
embly; the  Rev.  Joanna  Adams, 
pastor  of  North  Decatur  Church 
in  Georgia;  the  Rev.  Judy 
Fletcher,  co-pastor  of  West- 
minster Church  in  Houston, 
Tex.;  and  Jim  and  Jean  Strath- 
dee,  composers,  singers,  and 
song  leaders  from  Ridgecrest, 
Calif. 

Participants  will  have  an 
opportunity  to  meet  with  their 
senators  and  representatives. 
"Issue  tours"  to  visit  several 
organizations  that  address  par- 
ticular issues  in  Washington  are 
also  on  the  agenda. 

Sponsors  encourage  families 
to  attend.  Peacemaking  pro- 
grams and  child  care  will  be 
available  for  children  in  age 
groups  from  infants  to  16. 

The  registration  fee  covers  the 
entire  conference,  including 
meals  and  room  in  dorms  at  the 
American  University.  For  peo- 
ple whose  round-trip  transpor- 
tation to  the  meeting  costs  more 
than  $270,  the  conference  will 
cost  $200.  For  those  whose 
transportation  cost  is  less  than 
$270,  the  conference  will  cost 
$220.  For  commuters  who  do 
not  stay  in  the  dorms,  the  fee 
is  $1 10,  which  includes  meals. 

For  more  information,  con- 
tact the  Peacemaking  office  at 
the  Presbyterian  Center,  100 
Witherspoon  St.,  Louisville,  Ky. 
40202-1396  (telephone  502-569- 
5784). 


Dr.  Robert  Albright 

will  work  in  individually  tailored 
programs.  The  personal  and 
professional  relationships  will 
enable  the  Americans  to  main- 
tain contact  with  Japan  through- 
out their  careers. 

Who  will  host  Albright  is  not 
yet  known,  the  spokeswoman 
said. 

Before  going  to  Japan,  the 
Fellows  will  study  Japanese, 
take  part  in  conferences,  and  at- 
tend a  two-day  orientation  in 
New  York  in  late  October.  The 
Fellows  will  live  in  Japan  for  two 
months  to  a  year. 

The  program  began  in  1984. 
The  Rockefeller  Brothers  Fund 
and  the  Mead  Corporation  sup- 
port it  this  year. 


$10  will  send  three 
Bibles  to  USSR 

Presbyterian  Peacemaking, 
Bible  Society  join  in  project 


LOUISVILLE,  Ky.  —  The 
Presbyterian  Peacemaking 
Program  and  the  American 
Bible  Society  have  joined  in 
a  project  to  send  Bibles  to  the 
Soviet  Union,  the  Rev.  Ri- 
chard Killmer,  director  of  the 
peacemaking  program,  an- 
nounced Aug.  2. 

Under  the  special  arrange- 
ment, for  every  $10  sent  to 
the  Presbyterian  Peacemak- 
ing Program,  the  American 
Bible  Society  will  send  three 
Bibles  in  Russian  or  Armen- 
ian to  either  the  All  Union 
Council  of  Evangelical  Chris- 
tians and  Baptists  of  the 
U.S.S.R.,  the  Russian  Ortho- 
dox Church,  or  the  Armenian 
Orthodox  Church.  The  Sovi- 
et government  has  agreed  to 
allow  the  United  Bible  Socie- 
ties to  send  more  than  one. 
million  Bibles.  That  organi- 
zation is  an  internatipnal 
group  to  which  the  American 
society  is  related. 

"Ihis  project  is  a  great 
opportunity  for  Presbyter- 
ians to  send  a  gift  of  love  and 
peace  to  our  brothers  and 
sisters  in  Christ  in  the  Soviet 
Union,"  Killmer  said.  He 


suggested  congregations 
could  use  a  portion  of  the  25 
percent  share  of  their  peace- 
making offering  for  the  pro- 
ject. 

The  offering,  taken  in  Oc- 
tober, divides  three  ways:  25 
percent  for  congregational 
projects,  25  percent  for  presb- 
yteries' and  synods'  projects, 
and  50  percent  for  the  As- 
sembly's program. 

Killmer  said  those  partic- 
ipating in  the  project  can 
avoid  confusion  by  doing  two 
things:  do  not  include  contri- 
butions for  Bibles  with  reg- 
ular peacemaking  offering 
contributions,  and  indicate 
on  the  contribution  the  num- 
ber of  Bibles  being  donated. 

Information  about  the  pro- 
gram was  sent  to  all  pastors 
Aug.  4.  The  project  is  a  co- 
operative effort  of  the  Social 
Justice  and  Peacemaking, 
Global  Mission,  and  Evange-. 
lism  and  Church  Develop- 
ment Units.  Checks  should  be 
made  payable  to  the  Presby- 
terian Peacemaking  Program 
and  sent  to  100  Witherspoon 
Street,  Room  6047,  Louis- 
ville, Ky.  40202-1396. 


When  enough  is  enough 


This  sign  greets  motorists  passing  the  Pencader  Presbyterian 
Church  near  Glasgow,  Del.,  in  New  Castle  Presbytery.  In 
the  summer  of  1988,  the  area  suffered  a  drought;  in  July 
1989,  it  had  almost  12  inches  of  rain. 


This  issue  has  special  insert 
describing  church's  mission 


In  the  middle  of  this  edition 
of  The  Presbyterian  News, 
many  of  you  will  find  a  four- 
page  supplement  on  the  mis- 
sion of  the  church.  This  piece 
is  an  annual  one  that  your 
presbytery,  the  synod,  and  the 
General  Assembly  produce;  it 
tells  you  something  of  the 
kinds  of  mission  the  church 
engages  in  in  your  area,  this 
region,  and  throughout  the 
nation  and  the  world. 

Not  all  presbyteries  pro- 
duce the  insert;  if  yours  does 


not,  your  paper  will  be 
smaller  than  usual  this  time. 
To  accommodate  the  insert, 
the  remainder  of  the  paper 
has  gone  from  its  usual  12 
pages  to  eight.  Those  with  the 
insert  have  12  pages;  those 
without  it  have  an  eight-page 
paper  this  month. 

Because  of  this  change,  we 
are  not  running  our  commen- 
tary pages  or  our  wrap-up 
page  of  news  from  presbyter- 
ies (page  8,  normally).  Those 
pages  will  return 
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Former  hostage  Weir  to  speak  as  Middle 
East  Day  emphasizes  'way  to  peace' 


Former  hostage  Benjamin 
Weir  will  give  the  keynote  speech 
at  a  "Middle  East  Day"  at  Union 
Seminary  in  Richmond  Oct.  21. 
Theme  of  the  event  is  "Dialogue: 
A  Way  to  Peace";  leaders  of 
workshops  will  include  Chris- 
tians, Jews,  and  Muslims. 

Sponsors  are  Union  Seminar- 
y's Continuing  Education  Office 
and  the  Presbytery  of  the  James. 
The  event  will  take  place  in 
Schauffler  Hall  on  the  Union 
campus  from  10  a.m.  to  8  p.m. 

Weir  was  a  missionary  in 
Lebanon  for  30  years;  he  was  a 
hostage  for  16  months.  Follow- 
ing his  release  and  return  to  the 
U.S.,  the  General  Assembly 
elected  him  moderator  in  1986. 
Weir  and  his  wife,  Carol,  now 
share  a  professorial  chair  at  San 
Francisco  Seminary. 

Weir  will  speak  on  "The 
Church  Quest  for  Peace  in  the 
Middle  East." 

Other  speakers  and  their  top- 


Presbytery 
needs  computer 
equipment 

Computers  are  becoming 
essential  in  every  office; 
Abingdon  Presbytery  is  be- 
lieved to  be  the  only  presb- 
ytery in  the  Synod  of  the  Mid- 
Atlantic  that  does  not  have 
computer  equipment,  and,  as 
one  of  the  smallest  presbyter- 
ies, it  is  not  able  to  afford  such 
equipment  and  at  the  same 
time  maintain  its  priorities  in 
funding  mission. 

The  presbytery's  office 
needs  a  computer,  printer, 
and  modem  for  its  office  work 
and  communications.  If  any 
individual  or  group  has  such 
equipment  or  related  hard- 
ware and  software  at  home  or 
office  and  would  be  willing  to 
contribute  it  to  the  presby- 
tery, please  contact  the  Rev. 
Donald  Nance,  executive 
presbyter,  Abingdon  Presby- 
tery, P.O.  Box  317,  Wythe- 
ville,  Va.  24382. 
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Rev.  Benjamin  Weir 

ics  are  the  Rev.  Bryan  Hehir, 
professor  of  Christian  ethics  at 
Georgetown  University,  "The 
U.S.  and  the  Middle  East:  Re- 
lating Political,  Religious,  and 
Moral  Issues";  the  Rev.  Walter 
Owensby,  associate  for  interna- 


tional issues  in  the  Washington 
Office  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church  (U.S.A.),  "The  Ameri- 
can People  in  Search  for  a  Just 
Middle  East  Peace";  and  Dr. 
Jerome  Segal,  research  fellow  at 
the  Institute  for  Philosophy  and 
Public  Policy  at  the  University 
of  Maryland,  "Middle  East 
Peace:  The  Closing  Window  of 
Opportunity." 

Workshop  topics  and  leaders 
include  "Understanding  Juda- 
ism," Rabbi  Jack  Spiro  of  Tem- 
ple Beth  Ahabah,  Richmond; 
"Understanding  Islam,"  Prof. 
Ibrahim  Abu-Rabi  of  Virginia 
Commonwealth  University;  "Is- 
rael and  Prophecy,"  the  Rev. 
Fahed  Abul  Akell,  staff  member 
of  Atlanta  Presbytery  and  a 
Palestinian;  "The  History  of  the 
Modern  Middle  East,"  Prof. 
Dean  McBride,  Union  Semi- 
nary; "Perspectives  on  U.S. 
Politics  and  the  Middle  East," 
Prof.  Michael  Hudson,  former 


director  and  professor  at  the 
Arab  Studies  Center  of  George- 
town University;  and  "Eyewit- 
ness Israel,"  Larry  Pagnoni  of 
Richmond,  who  returned  recent- 
ly from  a  long  stay  in  Gaza  and 
the  West  Bank. 

A  registration  fee  of  $15 
covers  all  conference  sessions, 
lunch,  a  reception,  and  dinner; 
attendance  at  meals  will  be 
limited  to  the  first  200  regis- 
trants. A  $10  registration  fee  ($5 
for  students)  covers  all  sessions 
without  meals. 

Deadline  for  registration  in- 
cluding meals  is  Oct.  12.  Others 
may  register  at  the  door,  though 
sponsors  encourage  preregistra- 
tion. 

For  information  and  registra- 
tion forms,  write  Middle'  East 
Day,  Office  of  Continuing  Ed- 
ucation, Union  Theological 
Seminary,  3401  Brook  Road, 
Richmond,  Va.  23227  (tele- 
phone 804-355-0671). 


New  agency  official  has  wide 
experience  in  career  counseling 


Sue  Setzer  has  been  named 
assistant  director  of  the  synod's 
Career  and  Personal  Counseling 
Service,  to  work  at  the  service's 
Charlotte,  N.C,  office.  She 
began  work  in  June. 

The  service  is  a  synod  agency 
offering  career  guidance  to 
church  professionals  and  others; 
that  counseling  is  based  on  in- 
depth  assessment  of  personality. 
The  service  also  offers  vocation- 
al counseling  to  youths,  coordi- 
nated through  youth  groups  in 
Presbyterian  churches,  and  a 
special  program  for  candidates 
for  the  ministry. 

In  addition  to  the  Charlotte 
office,  the  service  has  a  larger 
program  at  St.  Andrews  Pres- 
byterian College  in  Laurinburg, 
N.C. 

"People  often  ask  me  what  is 
unique  about  our  services," 
Setzer  said.  In  reply,  she  said, 
she  quotes  from  the  service  logo, 
"counseling  services  from  a 
Christian  perspective." 

"Here  people  can  identify 


Sue  Setzer 

their  God-given  gifts  and  ex- 
plore ways  to  use  them  to  meet 
the  world's  needs." 

Setzer  is  certified  as  an  asso- 
ciate in  ministry  by  the  Evan- 
gelical Lutheran  Church  in 
America.  As  a  director  of  youth 
ministry,  she  worked  with  se- 
nior-high and  college  students 
and  led  workshops  on  a  national 


level.  She  also  worked  as  a 
consultant  on  career  develop- 
ment for  the  Division  for  Pro- 
fessional Leadership  of  the 
Lutheran  Church  in  America, 
helping  layfolk  and  ministers  in 
career  transitions  and  crises. 

Her  most  recent  book,  What 
Will  I  Do  With  My  Life?  is  a 
youth  curriculum  synthesizing 
career  guidance  and  Christian 
theology.  She  has  published 
dozens  of  other  curricular  mate- 
rials for  youths  and  adults. 

Setzer  graduated  summa  cum 
laude  from  Queens  College,  a 
Presbyterian  school  in  Char- 
lotte, and  then  worked  for  four 
years  at  St.  Andrews  as  program 
assistant  in  its  Christianity  and 
culture  program.  She  earned  a 
master's  degree  in  human  devel- 
opment and  learning  from  the 
University  of  North  Carolina  at 
Charlotte. 

Her  husband  is  the  Rev.  Peter 
Setzer,  pastor  of  St.  Mark's 
Lutheran  Church  in  Charlotte. 
They  have  two  children. 


Rev.  Elayne  Hyman 


Minister 
wins  Harvard 
fellowship 


A  minister  in  the  Synod  of  the 
Mid-Atlantic  has  won  a  Merrill 
Fellowship  to  study  at  Harvard 
University.  The  Rev.  Elayne 
Hyman  of  Washington,  D.C., 
will  take  two  courses  and  an 
independent  research  project. 

The  Merrill  Fellowship  is 
named  for  Charles  Merrill, 
founder  of  Merrill  Lynch,  and 
goes  to  ministers  who  have  given 
exemplary  leadership  in  the 
parish  ministry.  Merrill  Fellows 
study  at  Harvard  and  also  dis- 
cuss ministry  with  students  at 
Harvard  Divinity  School. 

Another  minister  in  the  synod, 
the  Rev.  Joseph  Harvard  of 
Durham,  N.C,  also  received  a 
Merrill  Fellowship  for  study  this 
fall. 

Hyman  said,  "My  area  of 
interest  is  "African-American 
culture  and  Christianity  as  an 
African  religion."  She  will  study 
"Black  Womanist  Ethics"  with 
the  Rev.  Katie  Cannon.  In 
addition,  she  will  study  music 
and  dance  as  they  apply  to 
worship  in  the  African-Ameri- 
can and  Native  American  tradi- 
tions, an  experiential  course. 

"That'll  be  sort  of  learning  by 
doing,"  she  said.  She  is  a  vocal- 
ist. 

Her  independent  study  will 
focus  on  black  woman  preachers 
from  an  historical  perspective. 

Hyman  began  studying  at 
Harvard  in  early  September. 


Symposium  to  answer 
church's  'crisis  moment' 


The  Presbyterian  Church  has 
"come  to  a  crisis  moment"  in 
regard  to  evangelism  and  church 
growth,  the  presidents  of  three 
Presbyterian  seminaries  say  in  a 
letter  to  pastors  concerning  a 
symposium  the  three  institutions 
are  sponsoring. 

The  symposium  will  "bring 
together  the  best  minds"  in  the 
seminaries  and  "leading  pastors, 
thinkers,  and  lay  leaders"  to 
consider  the  topic,  say  Thomas 
Gillespie  of  Princeton,  Hartley 
Hall  IV  of  Union  in  Virginia, 
and  Douglas  Oldenburg  of  Co- 
lumbia. "We  are  convinced  the 
church  must  recapture  an  evan- 
gelism with  theological  and 
ecclesial  integrity." 

The  symposium,  "Evangelism 
in  the  Reformed  Tradition,"  will 
take  place  Oct.  23-26  at  Cove- 
nant Church  in  Charlotte,  N.C. 
The  Outreach  Foundation  will 
fund  it. 

The  conference  will  cover  four 
major  topics  in  relation  to 


evangelism:  historical  and  cul- 
tural setting,  biblical  founda- 
tions, theological  framework, 
and  the  church's  ministry.  In 
addition,  alumni  from  the  three 
seminaries  will  give  their  pers- 
pectives on  evangelism  in  rela- 
tion to  liturgy,  worship,  out- 
reach, assimilating  new  mem- 
bers, and  urban  setting. 

Noted  faculty  members  from 
the  three  seminaries  will  speak. 
They  include  Walter  Bruegge- 
mann,  Beverly  Gaventa,  and 
Shirley  Guthrie  from  Columbia; 
Diogenes  Allen,  Thomas  Long, 
and  David  Willis-Watkins  from 
Princeton;  and  Paul  Achte- 
meier,  Charles  Brown,  and  Ri- 
chard Osmer  from  Union. 

Registration  costs  $25.  For 
more  information,  write  Presby- 
terian Symposium  on  Evange- 
lism, the  Outreach  Foundation, 
P.O.  Box  221095,  Charlotte, 
N.C  28222  (telephone  704-364- 
5745). 


Washington  Presbyterian  school 
adds  classroom,  gym  complex 


A  $1  million  contribution 
from  retired  insurance  executive 
Joseph  Jones  matched  a  similar 
amount  raised  by  parents  of 
students  at  the  National  Presby- 
terian School  to  fund  an  addi- 
tional building  on  the  campus  in 
Washington,  D.C  School  offi- 
cials expect  the  complex  to  be 
ready  this  fall.  Construction 
began  in  May  1988. 

The  new  building  will  contain 
a  classroom  wing  and  a  combi- 
nation gymnasium  and  fellow- 
ship hall.  The  fellowship  hall  will 
hold  up  to  350  people. 

National  Presbyterian  Church 
operates  the  school,  which 
teaches  children  from  nursery 
school  through  the  sixth  grade. 
Founded  in  1969,  the  school 
serves  families  in  the  church  and 
in  the  surrounding  community. 
It  draws  students  as  well  from 
throughout  the  area.  It  has 
served  students  of  different  races 


and  faiths. 

The  parents  have  been  raising 
money  for  the  additional  build- 
ing since  1976.  Jones  gave  the 
matching  amount  as  part  of  a 
capital  campaign  at  the  National 
Church,  to  which  he  belongs. 

Jones  established  the  Wash- 
ington operations  of  Mutual  of 
Omaha.  The  new  complex  ho- 
nors his  parents,  E.  Paul  Jones 
and  Lulu  C.  Jones  of  Des 
Moines,  Iowa.  His  mother  was 
the  daughter  of  a  Presbyterian 
minister. 

The  school  operates  a  tradi- 
tional curriculum  and  emphas- 
izes a  religious  atmosphere. 

"Our  objective  is  to  provide 
an  excellent  education  in  a 
Christian  atmosphere,  and  to 
teach  values  that  build  character 
and  good  citizenship,"  said 
Virginia  MacLaury,  president  of 
the  trustees. 
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Retreat  to 
link  prayer, 
personality 

A  retreat  on  "Prayer  and 
Temperament,"  for  people 
who  want  to  strengthen  their 
prayer  lives,  will  take  place 
Oct.  27-29  at  Montreat  Con- 
ference Center  in  Montreat, 
N.C.  The  retreat  will  help  par- 
ticipants discover  more  about 
prayer  as  it  fits  their  person- 
alities, and  evaluate  which 
type  of  prayer  best  suits  them. 

Leader  will  be  Monsignor 
Chester  Michael,  a  retired 
parochial  minister  and  author 
of  the  book  Prayer  and  Tem- 
perament. He  formerly  di- 
rected the  Spiritual  Renewal 
Center  of  the  Diocese  of 
Richmond,  Va.,  and  now  leads 
many  retreats  and  workshops 
on  spiritual  development. 

The  retreat  is  one  of  four 
in  the  Evelyn  Green  retreat 
program  at  Montreat.  Plan- 
ners intend  it  to  encourage 
people  who  want  to  grow  in 
spirituality. 

The  retreat  will  begin  with 
supper  on  Oct.  27  and  con- 
clude with  lunch  on  Oct.  29. 
For  more  information,  con- 
tact the  Montreat  Conference 
Center,  P.O.  Box  969,  Mont- 
reat, N.C.  28757  (telephone 
704-669-2911). 


University  to 
build  Honors 
College  Center 

Johnson  C.  Smith  University 
broke  ground  Aug.  25  for  a  new 
Honors  College  Center  on  the 
campus  in  Charlotte,  N.C.  Pres- 
ident Robert  Albright  directed 
the  activities. 

The  new  facility  will  include 
residential  space  for  16  honors 
students,  two  seminar  rooms,  a 
computer  lab,  a  rector's  office, 
a  library,  a  discussion  area,  a 
dining  room,  a  kitchen,  and  a 
suite  for  visitors  to  the  center. 

The  university  founded  the 
Honors  College  in  1986.  It  offers 
more  challenging  courses  and 
additional  resources,  counsel- 
ing, scholarships,  and  opportun- 
ities for  research  and  leadership 
for  superior  students.  About  60 
of  the  university's  1,200  students 
participate  in  the  curriculum. 

The  Lilly  Endowment  funded 
the  Honors  College  Center  with 
a  $500,000  matching  grant;  the 
university  raised  the  money  to 
match  that  grant. 

"We  are  very  thankful  for  the 
many  friends  in  the  Charlotte 
community  who  have  helped  us 
to  raise  the  majority  of  our 
matching  funds,"  Albright  said. 
"We  are  also  proud  that  this  will 
be  the  first  such  facility  ever 
constructed  on  the  campus  of  an 
historically  black  college." 

IBM  in  Charlotte  donated 
eight  computers,  eight  printers, 
and  software  and  other  equip- 
ment for  the  computer  lab. 


PREPARE/ENRICH 
Training  Workshop 

November  7, 1 989 

To  Register,  Contact: 

Presbyterian 
Counseling  Center 
P.O.  Box  5638 
Greensboro,  NC  27435-0638 
Ph.  919/275-9324 


Symposium  to  examine  1st  Scottish 
Highlanders'  colony  in  18th  century 


To  commemorate  the  250th 
anniversary  of  the  Argyll  Col- 
ony, the  beginning  of  a  large 
migration  of  Scottish  Highland- 
ers to  North  Carolina,  the  Mu- 
seum of  the  Cape  Fear  in  Fayet- 
teville,  N.C,  and  East  Carolina 
University's  Division  of  Con- 
tinuing Education  will  sponsor 
a  symposium  on  "Our  Scottish 
Heritage:  250th  Anniversary  of 
the  Argyll  Colony." 

The  Symposium  will  take 
place  Sept.  29-Oct.  1  at  the 
Holiday  Inn  at  Interstate  95  in 
Fayetteville. 

The  meeting  will  examine  the 
18th-century  Scottish  experi- 
ence in  the  Upper  Cape  Fear 
region  of  North  Carolina.  The 
impact  of  that  experience  is 
evident  in  the  region  today,  and 


1739  1989 


the  symposium  will  combine 
scholarship  and  such  Scottish 
traditions  as  a  concert  of  folk 
music  and  a  "Kirkin'  o'  the 


Tartans"  service  at  Highland 
Presbyterian  Church. 

The  Argyll  Colony  comprised 
about  350  people  who  sailed 
from  Argyllshire  in  Scotland  to 
North  Carolina  in  1739.  They 
formed  the  first  organized  mi- 
gration of  Highlanders  to  North 
America.  Over  the  next  40  years, 
increasing  numbers  of  Scots 
came  to  the  colony. 

The  anniversary  of  the  colony 
also  is  the  subject  of  the  Fall 
Tour  of  the  N.C.  Presbyterian 
Historical  Society  in  October. 

The  symposium  will  include 
two  speeches  by  retired  Judg^ 
A.I.B.  Stewart  of  Campbell- 
town,  Scotland,  and  several 
lectures  on  historical  subjects, 
including  one  on  "The  Roots 


and  Spread  of  Presbyterianism 
in  Pre-Revoluntionary  North 
Carolina"  by  Dr.  George 
Troxler  of  Elon  College.  Speak- 
ers include  William  Powell, 
professor  emeritus  at  the  Univer- 
sity of  North  Carolina;  Karen 
Cox,  researcher  at  the  Museum 
of  the  Cape  Fear;  Dr.  Carole 
Troxler,  professor  at  Elon  Col- 
lege; and  William  Fields,  geneal- 
ogist. Musician  Christie  Saund- 
ers will  perform  Scottish  folk 
music. 

Registration  costs  $90,  which 
includes  lectures,  materials, 
tours,  social  hours,  and  two 
meals.  Anyone  wishing  to  attend 
should  register  immediately.  For 
more  information  or  to  register, 
contact  East  Carolina  University 
at  (919)  757-6143. 


Mid-Atlantic  youth  among  group  visiting  camp,  churches  in  Cuba 


A  youth  from  the  Synod  of 
the  Mid-Atlantic  was  one  of 
eight  Presbyterian  youths  who 
attended  a  youth  camp  and 
visited  churches  in  Cuba  Aug. 
14-27,  Presbyterian  News  Ser- 
vice reported.  Melissa  Hart  from 


Madison  Avenue  Church  in 
Baltimore,  Md.,  was  the  parti- 
cipant from  this  synod. 

The  eight  youths  went  on  the 
invitation  of  the  National  Re- 
formed Church  of  Cuba  after 
eight  of  its  youths  attended  the 


1989  Presbyterian  Youth  Trien- 
nium  held  at  Purdue  University 
earlier  this  summer. 

Janice  Nessibou  from  the 
youth  ministry  office  in  Louis- 
ville accompanied  the  American 
youths  to  Cuba.  The  Global 


Youth  Ministry  Team  chose  the 
participants. 

The  other  youths  in  the  group 
came  from  California,  Washing- 
ton State,  Puerto  Rico,  Missis- 
sippi, and  New  York. 


The  . 
opportunity 

beyond 


The  benefits  of 
Deferred  Giving 


V 


Deferred  giving  offers  the  opportunity  to  extend  your 
conviction,  commitment  and  Christian  caring  beyond 
the  horizons  of  a  lifetime.  Learn  how  you  can  extend 
your  influence  by  ordering  your  free  copy  of  the 
booMet  "How  to  Benefit  from  Deferred  Giving."  It  will 
tell  you  about  six  different  plans  that  give  you  life 
income  while  benefitting  your  Church  and  its  mission. 


Please  semi  me  my  free  copy  of 
"How  to  Benefit  from  Deferred  Gvomg! 


State  , 

 Zip_ 

Telephone  

PRESBYTERIAN  CHURCH  (U.S.A.)  FOUNDATION 
200  East  Twelfth  Street.  Jeffersonville,  IN  47330 
Attn:  Marketing  Department 
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'Library'  offers  flexibility, 
useful  features  for  churches 


In  my  last  column,  I  recommended  Word- 
Perfect version  5.0  with  its  sophisticated  page 
formatting,  speller/ thesaurus,  printer  controls, 
and  graphics  capabilities  as  my  present  choice 
for  the  word-processing  needs  of  most  churches 
and  pastors. 

Another  reason  I  like  WordPerfect  is  that 
you  can  add  a  companion  program,  WordPer- 
fect Library,  thereby  creating  an  outstanding 
software  base  for  church  and  pastoral  use. 

Library  adds  tremendous  flexibility  to  any 
IBM-compatible  computer  with  a  hard  disk, 
and  will  work  with  many  programs  other  than 
WordPerfect.  Library  (priced  about  $150) 
includes  a  shell,  from  which  you  can  run  any 
other  program  on  your  computer  by  pressing 
just  one  key;  a  calendar  with  memo,  appoint- 
ments, and  to-do  list;  a  notebook,  which  is  an 
electronic  index-card  file;  a  file  manager  to 
handle  most  DOS  commands;  a  calculator 
including  math  and  financial  functions;  a  macro 
editor;  and  a  program  editor  to  create  and  edit 
text  and  program  files. 

All  of  these  features  can  be  "called  up"  while 
using  other  programs  by  pressing  just  two  keys. 
That  means  you  can  look  at  your  calendar  or 
to-do  list  while  writing  a  letter;  or  access  the 
notebook  to  find  an  address  or  phone  number 
(if  you  have  a  modem,  it  will  even  dial  the 
number  for  you!);  or  use  the  calculator  while 
finishing  a  financial  report.  You  can  then  return 
immediately  to  where  you  were  working  and 
continue. 

A  very  helpful  aspect  of  Library  is  the  shell 
with  its  program  menus.  This  feature  alone  may 
be  worth  the  cost  of  Library.  Once  the  simple 
set-up  is  finished,  when  you  turn  on  your 
computer  you  will  see  a  list  of  all  the  programs 
on  your  computer.  Up  to  20  program  choices 
can  be  listed  on  each  menu  screen.  Just  press 
one  key  to  start  that  program  automatically. 
No  more  cryptic  DOS  and  program  commands 
to  remember! 

When  you  exit  the  program,  you  are  returned 
back  to  the  shell  menu  for  your  next  choice. 
You  can  create  sub-menus  to  extend  this 
capability  if  necessary.  You  can  also  turn  on 
"auto-log"  and  track  how  much  time  you  spend 
working  on  particular  projects. 

Another  strength  of  Library  is  its  sophisti- 
cated calendar  program.  The  calendar  screen 
show  you  a  monthly  calendar  (it  defaults  to 


Computer  Corner 

By  Steven  R.  Fleming 


the  current  month  and  day)  and  three  windows: 
memos,  appointments,  and  a  to-do  list.  In  a 
few  seconds,  a  pastor  or  church  secretary  can 
schedule  church  activities  and  meetings;  be 
reminded  of  upcoming  events  (with  an  alarm 
if  you  wish);  or  look  ahead  (or  back)  months 
or  years. 

To-do  list  items  can  be  assigned  priorities, 
and  along  with  the  memo  pad  are  linked 
automatically  to  the  main  calendar  to  keep  you 
on  top  of  your  commitments.  You  can  even 
print  out  the  calendar,  list  of  appointments, 
or  to-do  list  to  take  with  you.  And  calendar 
(like  most  of  Library)  can  be  customized  to 
suit  your  preferences.  For  example,  I  set  up 
Library  so  my  calendar  appears  when  I  first 
turn  on  my  computer,  reminding  me  of  the  day's 
schedule  and  tasks. 

One  other  feature  important  to  churches  and 
pastors  is  the  notebook.  This  electronic  "card 
file"  can  be  set  up  to  hold  church-member 
records  including  names,  addresses,  phone 
numbers,  and  other  information.  This  simple 
but  effective  database  works  with  the  Word- 
Perfect word  processor  to  make  possible 
customized  letters  or  mailing  lists.  Library 
could  keep  your  basic  church  membership 
records  and  save  hundreds  (or  thousands)  of 
dollars  that  many  "church-membership" 
programs  can  cost. 

In  my  opinion,  WordPerfect  Library  is  well- 
suited  for  anyone  using  a  computer,  especially 
for  those  with  a  hard  disk  already  using  the 
WordPerfect  word  processing.  Give  the 
program  a  look! 

Dr.  Steven  R.  Fleming  is  pastor  of  First 
United  Presbyterian  Church  of  Westminster, 
Md.  Readers  may  request  a  copy  of  the  report 
"Selecting  Computer  Hardware  and  Software 
for  Churches  and  Pastors"  by  sending  $3  to 
Fleming  at  the  First  United  Presbyterian 
Church,  65  Washington  Road,  Westminster, 
Md.  21157.  A  catalogue  of  recommended  (some 
quite  inexpensive)  computer  software  is 
available  by  request  free  if  you  send  him  a 
stamped,  self-addressed,  #10  business  envelope. 


Free  booklet  addresses  pastoral  care  of  elderly 


A  booklet  of  guidelines  for  the 
pastoral  care  of  the  elderly  in 
long-term  care  was  recently 
published  by  the  American  As- 
sociation of  Retired  Persons 


(AARP).  "Guidelines  for  the 
Pastoral  Care  of  Older  Persons 
in  Long-Term  Care  Settings"  is 
the  product  of  an  ecumenical 
task  force,  and  free  copies  of  the 


booklet  are  available  by  writing 
to:  AARP  Fulfillment,  1909  K 
Street,  N.W.,  Washington,  D.C. 
20049. 


Prepare  for  peacemaking 
in  the  1990's  by  attending 

PEACEMAKING  2000: 
GROWING  TOWARD  THE  VISION 

with  Allan  Boesak. 

Allan  Boesak  is  an  anti-apartheid 
leader  in  South  Africa  and  President 
of  the  World  Alliance  of  Reformed 
Churches.  Other  speakers  include: 
Walter  Brueggemann,  Dame  Nita 
Barrow  and  Elias  Chacour. 

June  24-28, 1990 
The  American  University, 
Washington,  D.C. 
Sponsored  by  the  Presbyterian 
Peacemaking  Program 


Write  to  the  Presbyterian 
Peacemaking  Program, 
100  Witherspoon  Street, 
Louisville,  KY  40202-1396 
for  registration  information. 


Emphasizing  peace 
through  worship  service 

New  notebook  provides  200 
pages  of  varied  resources 


LOUISVILLE,  Ky.— A  200- 
page  notebook  of  worship  mate- 
rials emphasizing  peace,  Peace- 
making Through  Worship,  has 
just  been  published  by  the  Pres- 
byterian Peacemaking  Program, 
announced  program  director 
Richard  Killmer  in  late  July. 
Killmer  characterized  the  note- 
book as  "emphasizing  God's 
peacegiving  and  the  call  of 
Christians  to  be  peacemakers." 

More  than  70  Presbyterians 
from  across  the  country  contrib- 
uted to  the  notebook,  he  said. 

It  includes  prayers  of  confes- 
sion, thanksgiving,  petition, 
intercession,  and  dedication  and 
pastoral  prayers,  along  with  calls 
to  worship,  benedictions,  and 
affirmations  of  faith.  The  note- 
book also  includes  sermons 
illustrative  of  "the  many  arenas 
in  which  we  are  called  to  be 
peacemakers,  from  personal 
relationships  and  family  life  to 
international  relations,"  a  state- 
ment issued  by  the  Peacemaking 
office  said. 

In  addition,  a  collection  of 
readings  and  quotations  in- 
cludes dramatic  readings  for 
worship  and  a  chancel  drama  for 
youth.  A  special  music  section 
includes  new  hymns  and  sugges- 
tions of  anthems,  choral  works, 
and  pieces  for  children's  choirs. 

As  well  as  ideas  for  activities 
churches  can  do,  pastors  and 
worship  leaders  will  also  find 
several  "think-pieces"  on  the 
relationship  of  worship  to  peace- 
making, such  as  "Worship  and 
Social  Ministry"  and  "Preaching 
with  a  Global  Perspective." 

Killmer  said  the  notebook  is 
available  for  $4.95,  or  $2.60  each 
for  five  or  more  copies.  Anyone 
interested  in  obtaining  Peace- 
making Through  Worship 
should  contact  Distribution 


Management  Services,  100 
Witherspoon  Street,  Louisville, 
Ky.  40202-1396  and  specify 
DMS  #259-89-905. 

Meanwhile,  churches  received 
three  new  resources  on  peace- 
making in  the  1989  Peacemaking 
Offering  Packet,  mailed  in  the 
spring.  The  offering  is  scheduled 
to  be  received  Oct.  1 . 

Beyond  Fear:  Peacemaking  in 
the  Psalms  is  a  study  of  peace- 
making themes  in  Psalms  23, 
133,  72,  46,  and  122.  Patrick 
Miller  wrote  the  commentaries. 
He  is  professor  of  Old  Testament 
at  Princeton  Theological  Sem- 
inary. 

Twelve  stories  of  congrega- 
tions and  presbyteries  involved 
in  peacemaking  are  contained  in 
Adventures  in  Peacemaking:  A 
Variety  of  Peacemaking  Stories 
From  Around  the  Church.  An 
accompanying  study  guide  is 
designed  to  help  churches  decide 
on  their  next  steps  in  peacemak- 
ing ministries. 

The  Children's  Activity  Pack- 
et is  for  children's  church-school 
classes. 

The  theme  of  the  1989  Peace- 
making Offering  is  "Beyond 
Fear:  Discovering  God's  Peace." 
A  poster  illustrating  the  theme 
is  a  photograph  of  Yellowstone 
Park  after  the  devastating  fire  of 
1988  with  blades  of  green  grass 
beginning  to  grow  in  the  fore- 
ground. 

The  Peacemaking  Offering  is 
an  annual  offering,  authorized 
by  the  General  Assembly  and 
taken  in  October.  It  divides  25 
percent  for  the  congregation's 
programs,  25  percent  for  pres- 
byteries' and  synods',  and  50 
percent  for  the  Assembly's 
Peacemaking  Program. 

This  year  marks  the  10th 
anniversary  of  the  Offering. 


Historical  certificate  marks  churches'  anniversaries 


The  Presbyterian  Historical 
Association  and  the  Office  of 
History  have  developed  a  certi- 


Classified  Ads 

DIRECTOR  OF  CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION 
Vibrant,  growing  985-member  church  in  college 
town  seeking  full-time  educator.  College  degree 
with  at  least  three  years  experience.  Job 
description  upon  request.  Send  resume  to: 
Search  Committee,  First  Presbyterian  Church, 
308  West  Fisher,  Salisbury,  North  Carolina 
28144. 


You  Haven't 
Changed 
In  Years! 

Are  they  saying  this 
about  you? 
To  find  out  more  about 
how  you  can  make 
learning,  growing  and 
changing  a  lifelong  ex- 
perience, contact  us. 

Please  send  me  more  informa- 
tion about  Montreat  s  programs 
and  facilities. 


Name 


Address 
City  


State 


Zip 


Mail  to: 

Montreat  Conference  Center 
Post  Office  Box  969 
Montreat,  NC  28757 
704-669-291 1 


ficate  for  churches  that  are 
celebrating  an  anniversary  in 
multiples  of  25.  The  certificate, 
with  the  church  seal,  is  signed 
by  the  moderator  of  the  General 
Assembly  and  the  director  of  the 
Office  of  History. 

To  apply  for  a  certificate, 
indicate  the  anniversary  and  the 
time  of  the  celebration  and  write: 
William  B.  Miller,  Secretary, 
Presbyterian  Historical  Associ- 
ation, 425  Lombard  St.,  Phila- 
delphia, Pa.  19147-1516. 


Video  explores 
religious  groups' 
work  on  issues 

Why  religious  groups  work 
on  issues  before  Congress  and 
how  they  work  to  bring  up 
questions  of  moral  values  in 
the  shaping  of  our  national 
policies  are  topics  explored  in 
"Making  An  IMPACT  With 
Your  Religious  Values,"  a  15- 
minute  video  from  IMPACT, 
a  Washington-based  coali- 
tion of  numerous  denomina- 
tions, including  the  Presby- 
terian Church  (U.S.A.),  en- 
gaged in  such  work. 

The  video  is  available  for 
$15  (postage-paid)  from  Na- 
tional Impact,  100  Maryland 
Ave.,  N.E.,  Washington, 
D.C.  20002  (telephone  202- 
544-8636). 
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Homecoming:  a  'family'  reunion 


One  of  the  things  we  enjoy 
most  is  family  reunions.  Remi- 
niscing with  siblings,  cousins, 
parents,  grandparents. ..looking 
at  old  photographs  and  other 
memorabilia. ..walking  around 
familiar  places. ..This  is  what 
family  reunions  are  all  about. 

But  what  about  those  who 
grow  up  without — or  apart 
from — their  families;  those  who 
do  not  have  the  history  and 
tradition  to  re-live?  The  people 
with  whom  they  do  grow  up 
become  a  kind  of  family:  a 
family  with  many  members  and 
much  history  and  tradition. 

That  is  why  Barium  Springs 
Home  for  Children  has  Home- 
coming the  first  weekend  in  Au- 
gust each  year.  During  those  two 
days,  300  to  400  Barium  Springs 
alumni  return  to  campus  to  re- 
new old  friendships,  reminisce, 
and  visit  the  Alumni  Museum  to 
look  at  old  photographs,  year- 
books, and  Barium  Messengers 
(the  Home's  newsletter). 

This  year,  on  Aug.  5  and  6, 
about  400  alumni  who  lived  at 
Barium  Springs  anywhere  from 
the  early  1920's  to  the  1960's 
came  "home"  to  do  just  that. 

Most  of  the  buildings  that 
these  alumni  lived  in,  ate  in,  and 
went  to  school  in  have  been  torn 
down  and  replaced  with  newer 
structures,  so  the  campus  looks 
very  different  to  them. 

In  order  to  preserve  the  mem- 
ory of  those  buildings,  the  Alum- 
ni Association  commissioned 
Raleigh,  N.C,  artist  Jerry  Miller 
in  1987  to  do  pen-and-ink  draw- 
ings of  each  of  the  buildings 
using  old  photographs.  Twenty 
drawings  are  currently  hanging 
in  the  Alumni  Museum,  plus  a 
single  print  which  is  a  collage  of 
16  of  the  buildings. 

Prints  of  these  drawings  have 
been  available  to  order  in  1988 
and  1989  in  certain  issues  of  the 
Barium  Messenger.  Jerry  Miller 
attended  Homecoming  on  Sat- 
urday to  personally  autograph 
prints  and  to  present  a  framed 
collage  to  the  Home. 

On  Sunday  many  alumni  at- 
tended services  at  Little  Joe's 
Presbyterian  Church  on  the 
Barium  Springs  campus.  They 
gave  thanks  for  their  "family"  at 

Alumni  news 

Louise  Wilson  Burch,  class  of 

1936,  died  on  June  5  in  Char- 
lotte, N.C.  She  is  survived  by  a 
daughter,  Vergie  Burch,  also  of 
Charlotte. 

The  Rev.  W.  A.  (Bill)  Johnson, 
class  of  1947,  is  recovering  nicely 
after  having  quintuple-bypass 
heart  surgery  on  June  1  in 
Charlotte. 

Johnson  is  pastor  of  Morven 
Presbyterian  Church  in  Morven, 
N.C,  where  he  and  his  wife, 
Myrtle  Rushing  Johnson  (class 
of  1947),  live.  Well-wishers  may 
write  to  them  at  P.O.  Box  274, 
Morven,  N.C.  28119-0274. 

Ray  Clendenin,  class  of  1939, 
had  triple-bypass  surgery  on 
Aug.  4  in  Winston-Salem,  N.C. 
He  is  doing  well. 

Clendenin  is  married  to  the 
former  Alice  Jones,  class  of 

1937,  and  they  now  live  in 
Statesville,  N.C. 


Alumni  browsing  through  their  museum  at  Homecoming. 


...Or 
So  It 
Seems 


James  Campbell,  executive 
director  of  Leake  and  Watts 
Agency  in  Yonkers,  New  York, 
wrote  in  its  newsletter  about  the 
agency's  long-range  planning.  I 
quote  his  first  paragraph  with 
permission. 

"It  is  common  temptation  of 
human  beings  to  look  only  at 
themselves  for  a  definition  of  the 
world,  to  measure  success 
against  their  own  accomplish- 
ments, and  to  fix  forever  in  their 


Earle  Frazier,  ACSW 
Executive  Director 

minds  that  place  in  time  when 
they  excelled.  These  temptations 
are  even  more  common  to  or- 
ganizations than  to  individuals, 
and  succumbing  to  them  can  be 
a  sure  road  to  obsolescence." 

A  pause  to  rejoice  in  accomp- 
lishments is  in  order  provided 
the  pause  is  brief.  When  one 
rests,  it  pays  to  sleep  lightly. 


Photos  of  days-gone-by  line 
the  walls  of  the  museum. 

Barium  Springs.  They  asked 
God  to  remember  those  who 
could  not  attend  Homecoming 
this  year  for  whatever  reason, 
and  those  who  would  never  be 
able  to  attend  Homecoming 
again.  After  lunch  and  an  Alum- 


Jerry  Miller  signing  an  auto- 
graph. 

ni  Association  meeting,  they 
returned  to  their  homes,  some 
going  as  far  south  as  Florida, 
others  as  far  west  as  California, 
but  all  vowing  to  return  again 
next  year  to  see  the  ones  they 
love. 


Youth  Choir  performs 
The  Youth  Choir  from  the  First  United  Methodist  Church 
in  Oak  Ridge,  Tenn.,  gave  a  great  musical  performance  at 
Barium  Springs  on  July  26.  Staffs  and  children  from  all  three 
programs  enjoyed  the  talented  singers. 


Careful  saving  allows  group  Washington,  D.C.  trip 


Four  boys  and  four  staff 
members  from  Cannon  Cottage 
in  the  Pre-Adolescent  Center 
went  on  a  camping  and  sight- 
seeing tour  in  Washington, 
D.C,  July  18-21. 

The  cottage  has  been  saving 
for  the  trip  since  the  beginning 
of  the  budget  year  in  October 
1988.  It  took  team  effort  for  the 
staff  and  children  to  save  enough 
money  in  the  cottage  budget  for 
the  trip. 

Instead  of  staying  in  a  costly 
motel,  the  group  camped  in  tents 
at  a  nearby  campground.  This 
gave  everyone  a  chance  to  learn 
camping  skills.  The  boys  prac- 
ticed pitching  their  tent  for 
weeks  before  the  scheduled  trip. 

The  group  was  up  by  7  a.m. 
each  morning  and  sightseeing  by 
8.  They  visited  the  Ford  Theatre, 
Natural  Museum  of  History, 
Smithsonian  Space  Museum,  Ar- 
lington Cemetery,  Washington 
Monument,  Lincoln  Memorial, 
Library  of  Congress,  Supreme 


Court,  and  Vietnam  Memorial 
Wall,  toured  the  White  House  and 
Capitol,  and  listened  to  a  con- 
ressional  session  at  the  Capitol. 

For  several  months  before  the 
trip  everyone  in  the  cottage  paid 
special  attention  to  the  T.V. 
news  from  Washington,  D.C. 
The  boys  felt  that  visiting  the 
places  they  had  seen  on  televi- 
sion made  the  "goverment"  more 
real  and  more  understandable  to 
them. 

Which  sights  meant  the  most 
to  them?  The  Rotunda  of  the 
Capitol  and  the  Vietnam  Memo- 
rial Wall.  The  boys  from  the  cot- 
tage had  seen  the  media  blitz  on 
the  anniversary  of  the  assassina- 
tion of  John  F.  Kennedy,  and  re- 
membered the  rotunda  as  where 
the  President  lay  in  state.  They  felt 
as  if  they  had  gone  back  in  time 
as  they  stood  inside  of  it.  Seeing 
the  many  names  on  the  Vietnam 
Wall  made  them  realize  the  mag- 
nitude of  death  in  a  war  which  was 
over  before  they  were  born. 


The  gang  poses  in  front  of  the  Nation's  Capitol. 


The  boys  finish  pitching  their  tent. 


In  Memory  —  In  Honor 

Barium  Springs  Home  for  Children 


Donor  

Address 


IN  MEMORY 

My  gift  of  $  

I  wish  to  C  Honor 


IN  HONOR 

 is  enclosed. 

Remember 


Name  of 

Honoree  or  Deceased 
Address  


On  the  occasion  of   

Date  of  death  if  applicable 

Survivor  to  notify   

Address  


Relationship  of  survivor  to  honoree 


P.O.  Box  1,  Barium  Springs,  NC  28010 
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Ernest  and  Carol  Hess 


New  faces  join  Union 
Seminary  community 


Ernest  and  Carol  Hess  arrived 
on  campus  in  July  to  share  a 
joint  position  offered  by  Union 
Seminary  to  a  clergy  couple. 

Both  Hesses  are  working  to 
complete  Ph.D.  degrees  in 
Christian  education  from  Prin- 
ceton University.  They  begin 
teaching  at  UTS  in  February  of 
1990,  offering  an  introductory 
course  in  education,  followed  by 
a  course  on  leadership  in  May. 

Ernest  and  Carol  bring  with 


them  to  the  seminary  commu- 
nity three  small  Hesses:  Nathan 
(eight),  Marie  (five  and  a  half), 
and  baby  Paul  (nine  and  a  half 
months). 

Also  seen  on  campus  are  the 
eager  and  determined  faces  of 
first-level  students  attending 
summer  Greek  school.  The  sem- 
inary community  extends  a 
warm  welcome  to  all  entering 
students  and  to  the  Ernest  and 
Carol  Hess  family. 


Methodist  bishop  urges 
interpreting  faith  boldly 


"We  who  are  called  to  inter- 
pret the  Word  must  do  so  with 
power,"  exhorted  Dr.  Leontine 
T.C.  (Tina)  Kelly  during  wor- 
ship at  Union  Seminary's  Inter- 
preting the  Faith  conference  this 
summer.  "We  serve  such  a  bold 
God,  how  can  we  be  timid  as 
leaders?" 

Using  a  text  from  II  Kings, 
Kelly  urged  Christians  to  live  out 
with  courage  the  inheritance 
given  them  by  God  and  called 
for  the  kind  of  church  leadership 
that  calls  kings  to  accountability 
before  God.  Citing  the  passage 
where  Elisha  asks  to  be  given 
Elijah's  faith  and  power  before 
Elijah's  whirlwind  ascent  into 
heaven,  she  encouraged  God's 
followers  to  risk  sharing  the 
power  of  God  within  each  of 
them.  As  Elijah's  power  had 
rested  in  his  interpretation  of  the 
power  of  God  and  in  his  willing- 
ness to  risk,  so  present-day 
Christians  should  feel  the  power 
of  God  and  risk  sh^rini?  their 


faith  with  courage,  said  Kelly. 

"A  change-proof  gospel 
would  be  an  awkward  thing," 
she  said.  "The  wonderful  thing 
about  the  gospel  is  its  enormous 
changeability.  God's  frontiers 
are  forever  changing,  while  our 
mission  and  theology  have  been 
timid  in  following.  God  uses 
human  instruments  to  confront 
the  dominant  structures.  There- 
fore, we  are  called  to  confront 
and  transform,  not  conform," 
she  concluded. 

Kelly  (M.Div.  76)  was  on 
campus  to  lead  a  course  on 
sermon  titles  for  the  Interpreting 
the  Faith  series,  the  seminary's 
annual  conference  on  bible  and 
theology  held  July  3-14.  Elected 
in  1984  as  the  first  woman  and 
first  black  bishop  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church,  she  now 
serves  as  board  member  of  the 
Pacific  School  of  Religion  and 
as  regent  of  the  University  of  the 
Pacific. 


UTS  supports  field  education 


Dr.  T.  Hartley  Hall  IV,  pres- 
ident of  Union  Theological 
Seminary  in  Virginia,  has  an- 
nounced that  the  Association  for 
Theological  Field  Educators 
(ATFE)  has  accepted  Union's 
offer  to  store  the  association's 
archives  in  the  seminary's  archi- 
val facilities. 

ATFE  is  an  inter-denomina- 
tional association  of  field  edu- 
cators from  173  Catholic  and 
Protestant  theological  institu- 
tions across  the  United  States, 
Canada,  New  Zealand,  and 
Australia.  Its  members  share 
information  and  formulate  ways 
to  balance  the  seminary's  aca- 
demic training  with  hands-on 
experience. 

"This  is  exactly  the  kind  of 
project  the  seminary  should 
undertake,"  said  Hall.  "There 
are  three  facets  of  our  ministry 
here:  to  prepare  women  and  men 
for  ministry;  to  serve  as  a  nur- 
turing community  for  scholars 
who  write,  teach,  and  conduct 
research  for  the  church;  and  to 
serve  as  a  theological  resource 
for  the  church. 

"In  accepting  the  ATFE  ar- 
chives, we  strengthen  our  re- 
source capability  for  the  church. 
This  capability,  in  turn,  benefits 
the  scholars  who  prepare  men 
and  women  for  ministry." 

For  20  years  the  association 
has  recognized  the  need  to  unify 
and  store  its  wealth  of  field 
education  information  in  a  cen- 
tral location.  The  decision  to 
consolidate  the  data  was  inten- 


sified by  the  frustration  of  a 
doctoral  candidate  who 
searched  for  material  for  her 
thesis  and  found  it  widely  scat- 
tered. 

Russell  F.  Seabright,  newly- 
elected  president  of  ATFE,  cited 
Union  Seminary's  "responsive- 
ness to  the  needs  of  the  public 
and  the  thoroughness  of  its 
proposal"  as  deciding  factors  in 
the  committee's  selection.  Other 
considerations  were  the  semi- 
nary's strong  interest  in  field 
education,  its  available  space 
and  staffing  potential,  and  the 
permanent  support  structure 
already  in  place  within  its  li- 
brary. 

Responsibility  for  the  estab- 
lishment of  the  collection  will 
rest  with  UTS  librarian  John  B. 
Trotti  and  archivist  Martha 
Aycock.  Their  initial  task  of 
compiling  the  archives  may  not 
be  an  easy  one.  Since  the  for- 
mation of  the  association  in  the 
late  1940s,  records  of  decisions 
and  planning  have  been  stored 
in  personal  and  institutional  files 
across  the  continent. 

It  will  be  their  job  to  collect, 
collate,  catalog,  microfilm,  and 
store  data  in  acid-free  containers 
in  the  seminary's  fireproof, 
humidity-controlled  archival 
facilities.  They  will  also  maintain 
a  system  for  distributing  infor- 
mation and  integrating  new 
data. 

In  addition,  the  seminary  will 
purchase  other  journals  and 


periodicals  necessary  to  the 
collection,  and  will  absorb  all 
personnel  and  start-up  costs, 
thus  considerably  reducing 
ATFE's  original  estimate  of 
$30,000  to  establish  the  perma- 
nent archives. 

Are  these  archives  important 
to  the  seminary?  Kurtis  Hess, 
director  of  field  education  and 
placement,  says,  "UTS  has  long 
been  known  for  its  strong  aca- 
demic program.  It  is  also  vitally 
interested  in  maintaining  a  bal- 
ance between  the  classroom  and 
the  practice  of  ministry,  between 
the  academic  and  the  application 
of  theological  training  in  congre- 
gations, hospitals,  and  social 
service  agencies. 

"Establishing  the  archives 
here  will  make  UTS  a  center  for 
research  and  study  for  anyone 
interested  in  field  education  and 
its  applications.  The  seminary 
will  conduct  training  programs 
for  on-site  supervisors  and  will 
make  the  collection  available  to 
them,  as  well  as  to  field  educa- 
tors." 

With  the  archives  in  its  li- 
brary, Union  Seminary  stands  to 
serve  as  a  worldwide  research 
center  for  the  study  of  theolog- 
ical field  education.  By  provid- 
ing this  unique  service  to  field 
educators,  the  seminary  at- 
tempts to  strengthen  the  impact 
of  field  education  on  both  the 
Presbyterian  Church  and  Chris- 
tian theological  field  education 
around  the  globe. 


Ministry  team  reunites  to  install  pastor 


Lasting  friendships  are  rare  and  precious 
indeed.  One  such  friendship  developed 
between  four  UTS  students  who  spent  the 
summer  of  1980  preaching  and  teaching  in 
churches  throughout  the  synod.  Since 
graduation,  the  four  members  of  this  min- 
istry team  have  kept  in  touch.  Recently  they 
got  together  again  during  the  installation  of 
one  of  the  team's  members. 


On  June  25,  Eric  Lohe  (shown  holding  a 
photo  of  the  team  in  1980)  was  installed  as 
associate  pastor  of  St.  Andrews-Covenant 
Church  in  Wilmington,  N.C.  Celebrating 
with  him  were  former  ministry  teammates 
Robert  Bardin,  pastor  at  St.  Andrews- 
Covenant  (second  from  left);  Marie  Buffaloe, 
pastor  in  Rustburg,  Va.;  and  Joseph  (Jody) 
Welker  (left),  pastor  in  Red  Springs,  N.C. 
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A  Faith  More  Precious  than  Gold 

Lesson  2,  October: 

A  Living  Hope  (I  Peter  1:3-12) 
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By  Mary  Boney  Sheats 

This  second  lesson  of  the  1989-90  Bible 
study  focuses  on  the  over-all  theme  of 
the  entire  book  of  I  Peter:  Hope:  Living 
Hope! 

The  sheer  optimism  of  verses  3-12  in 
Chapter  1  is  refreshing.  Even  though  the 
author  is  going  to  write  about  persecu- 
tion, he  begins  his  letter  with  God: 
"Blessed  be  God!"  And  by  "God"  he 
means  the  One  we  know  in  Jesus  Christ. 
The  phrases  that  tumble  from  the  mind 
of  Peter  and  the  pen  of  Silvanus  and, 
if  you  will,  the  heart  of  God,  are  packed 
with  so  much  meaning  that  we  have  to 
catch  our  breath  as  we  try  to  read  them. 

New  birth 

Through  the  initiative  of  God  ("by  his 
great  mercy")  we  have  been  thrust  into 
a  new  dimension  that  can  most  accurately 
be  described  as  a  new  birth. 

Just  as  our  life  before  our  physical 
birth  was  in  an  environment  completely 
different  from  that  into  which  we  were 
pushed  at  birth,  so,  in  our  spiritual  birth, 
God  regenerates  us  into  new  creatures, 
aware  of  God  and  ourselves  in  ways  we 
had  not  dreamed  possible  before.  That 
new  birth,  accoding  to  our  text,  offers 
us  two  great  blessings:  one,  "a  living 
hope"  (1:3),  and  two,  an  imperishable 
inheritance  (1:4). 

Hope  that  abides 

Hope,  along  with  faith  and  love,  is  an 
indispensable  part  of  Paul's  triad  of  the 
abiding  elements  in  human  life  (I  Cor. 
13:13).  And  when  he  writes  to  the 
Christians  at  Rome  he  assures  them  that 
"hope  does  not  disappoint  us,  because 
God's  love  has  been  poured  into  our 
hearts"  (Rom.  5:5).  The  author  of  I  Peter 


would  agree  with  Paul  that  hope  is 
produced  by  character,  which  comes 
from  endurance,  which  is  brought  about 
by  suffering  (Rom.  5:3,4).  The  Letter  to 
the  Hebrews  calls  hope  "a  sure  and 
steadfast  anchor  of  the  soul"  (6: 19). 

To  hope  is  to  be  open  to  the  possi- 
bilities of  God,  the  greatest  of  which  is 
"the  resurrection  of  Jesus  Christ  from  the 
dead"  (I  Pet.  1:3).  Without  belief  in  the 
resurrection  there  would  be  no  Christian 
church.  The  disciples,  so  bitterly  disap- 
pointed after  the  crucifixion  that  they 
had  allowed  strangers  to  bury  Jesus — 
were  completely  transformed,  by  their 
conviction  that  God  had  raised  Christ 
from  the  dead.  They  became  a  group  that 
in  less  than  three  centuries  "lifted  an 
empire  off  its  hinges."  The  assurance  the 
resurrection  gives  us  that  we  will  enjoy 
the  life  everlasting  is  the  center  of 
everything  we  hope  and  hope  for. 

Our  inheritance 

Our  hope  focuses  on  the  inheritance 
to  which  we  have  been  born.  There  is 
no  question  about  it  being  reserved  for 
us,  since  we  have  been  "chosen  and 
destined. ..and  sanctified"  as  well  as  "born 
anew"  (I  Pet.  1:2,3).  What  is  ahead  for 
us  is  "imperishable,  undefiled,  and 
unfading,  kept  in  heaven":  permanent, 
pure,  and  durable  (I  Pet  1:4). 

This  inheritance  is  not  come  by  easily, 
however,  for  though  it  will  surely  belong 
to  us,  "the  genuineness  of  (our)  faith" 
must  be  tested  (1:7).  The  fact  is,  we  may 
have  to  suffer  (1:6).  But  the  temporary 
suffering  we  endure  is  more  than  made 
up  for  in  anticipation  of  the  ultimate 
reward  that  will  be  ours,  which  will 
"redound  to  praise  and  glory  and  honor 
at  the  revelation  of  Jesus  Christ"  (1:7). 
The  reward,  the  inheritance  that  is  "the 
salvation  of  [our]  souls"  (1:9),  will  come 


by  faith. 

When  Peter  writes  to  the  exiles  (and 
we  include  ourselves)  that  "Without 
having  seen  him  you  love  him"  (1:8),  his 
words  echo  those  of  the  resurrected 
Christ  to  the  disciple  Thomas:  "Have  you 
believed  because  you  have  seen  me? 
Blessed  are  those  who  have  not  seen  and 
yet  believe"  (John  20:29-30).  The  result 
of  this  faith  is  pure  joy:  "Though  you 
do  not  now  see  him  you  believe  in  him 
and  rejoice  with  unutterable  and  exalted 
joy"  (1  Pet.  1:8).  Mere  words  are 
inadequate  to  express  the  experience  of 
the  inheritance  they — and  we — will 
share. 

Suffering  and  glory 

F.R.  Maltby  is  quoted  as  saying, 
"Jesus  promised  His  disciples  three 
things — that  they  would  be  completely 
fearless,  absurdly  happy  and  in  constant 
trouble.*  The  author  of  I  Peter  traces 
the  linking  of  joy  and  suffering  back  to 
the  Hebrew  prophets.  They  "searched 
and  inquired"  (1:10),  giving  to  their 
studies  the  diligent  and  prayerful  thought 
required  to  be  open  to  God's  revelation. 
They  followed  the  double  strand  in  their 
tradition  of  predictions  of  a  triumphant 
Messiah  and  promises  of  a  Suffering 
Servant,  even  though  they  never  linked 
the  two. 

It  was  left  to  Jesus  Christ  to  pull  these 
two  strains  together  in  his  own  person — 
a  feat  which  even  his  disciples  did  not 
recognize  until  after  the  resurrection. 
Hearing  the  priceless  good  news  that 
Almighty  God  was  in  the  life,  death,  and 
resurrection  of  Jesus  was  a  privilege  the 
recipients  of  Peter's  letter  had  granted 
to  them  which  the  prophets  and  the 
angels  had  been  denied. 

Just  as  there  would  be  no  Easter 
morning  without  Good  Friday — no 


resurrection  without  crucifixion — so 
suffering  must  be  endured  by  Christians 
in  the  way  gold  is  refined  in  fire. 

Our  new  birth  that  gives  us  our  living 
hope  and  our  inheritance  supplies  us  also 
with  the  enthusiasm  for  rejoicing  in  spite 
of  our  trials.  "Blessed  be  the  God  and 
Father  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ!"(I  Peter 
1:3). 

Suggested  activities 

1.  Discuss  the  questions  on  pp.  17-21 
in  the  study  book,  A  Faith  More  Precious 
Than  Gold. 

2.  Read  the  article  on  "Hope"  by  Paul 
S.  Minear  in  The  Interpreter's  Dictionary 
of  the  Bible  (Vol  E-J),  especially  the 
paragraph  on  "hope"  in  1  Peter.  The 
insights  of  this  article  will  be  helpful 
throughout  our  study  all  year. 

3.  Bishop  Desmond  Tutu  has  been 
quoted  as  saying,  "In  South  Africa,  it 
is  impossible  to  be  optimistic.  Therefore, 
it  is  necessary  to  hope."  In  what  way  is 
the  theology  of  I  Peter  reflected  in  the 
bishop's  faith? 

4.  What  are  the  things  (conditions, 
prospects)  for  which  you  hope  as  you 
consider  our  national  and  local  situa- 
tions? For  what  do  you  hope  in  your 
pesonal  and  family  living? 


*William  Barclay,  The  Gospel  of  Luke 
(Edinburgh:  Saint  Andrew  Press,  1961), 
p.  75 


Dr.  Mary  Boney  Sheats  is  professor 
emerita  of  Bible  and  religion  at  Agnes 
Scott  College  in  Decatur,  Ga.,  where  she 
taught  from  1949  to  1983.  She  had 
previously  directed  Christian  education 
at  churches  in  three  states.  She  lives  in 
Wilmington,  N.C. 


Free  booklet  describes 
extra  mission  opportunities 


When  Presbyterians  give  to 
their  congregation,  they  give 
also  to  presbytery,  synod,  and 
General  Assembly:  regular  mis- 
sion programs  on  those  levels. 
But  another  opportunity  exists, 
for  both  individuals  and  ses- 
sions, to  give  to  specific  projects 
beyond  the  regular  mission 
budget. 

Extra  Commitment  Oppor- 
tunities are  these  projects.  A 
booklet  lists  and  describes  them; 
"Extra  Commitment  Opportun- 
ities" is  available  free.  The 
program  combines  two  similar 
ones  from  the  two  former  de- 
nominations, Extra  Commit- 
ment Giving  (United  Presbyte- 
rian Church)  and  Special  Op- 
portunities for  Support  (Presby- 
terian Church  U.S.). 

The  projects  include  all  sorts 
of  mission  work:  evangelism  and 
church  growth,  health,  educa- 
tion, seminary  program,  racial- 
minority  causes,  hunger,  and 
human  development. 


One  new  project  is  "Presby- 
terian Evangelism:  Looking  to 
the  21st  Century,"  which  reflects 
the  commitment  of  the  General 
Assembly  in  1988  to  evangelism 
as  a  top  priority.  This  project 
focuses  particularly  on  denom- 
inational growth.  Its  number  is 
863000. 

That  Assembly  also  called  for 
80  new  missionaries  to  send 
overseas;  another  new  project  is 
"Witness  Among  the  Nations: 
The  New  Missionary  Chal- 
lenge." Its  number  is  864000. 

To  obtain  a  copy  of  the  book- 
let describing  these  and  other 
mission  projects  Presbyterians 
can  support  in  addition  to  those 
in  the  basic  mission  budget, 
contact  Distribution  Manage- 
ment Services,  Presbyterian 
Church  (U.S.A.),  100  Withers- 
poon  Street,  Louisville,  Ky. 
40202-1396  (toll-free  telephone 
number  is  1-800-524-2612). 
There  is  a  limit  of  25  copies  per 
order. 


$1  million 
goes  to  disaster 
relief,  refugees 

Presbyterian  efforts  to  pro- 
vide disaster  relief  around  the 
world  and  resettle  refugees  in 
the  United  States  totalled 
nearly  $1  million  during  the 
first  six  months  of  1989. 
Figures  released  by  the 
church's  World  Service  office 
showed  total  expenditures  for 
the  first  half  of  the  year  of 
$932,950. 

Disaster  relief  formed  more 
than  a  third  of  the  World 
Service  efforts.  A  total  of 
$330,164  aided  relief  efforts 
here  and  abroad.  Ethiopia 
and  Sudan  received  the  most 
attention  in  Africa. 


Peace  worker  from  N.  Ireland 
to  visit  Presbytery  of  James 


The  Rev.  Doug  Baker  from 
the  Corrymeela  Community  in 
Ballycastle,  County  Antrim, 
Northern  Ireland,  will  spend 
four  days  in  the  Presbytery  of 
the  James  Oct.  3-6.  In  prepara- 
tion for  Baker's  visit  the  pres- 
bytery will  hold  three  workshops 


on  Northern  Ireland  before  his 
arrival. 

Baker  is  a  Presbyterian 
Church  (U.S.A.)  peace  associate 
for  Europe.  He  has  been  a 
PCUSA  fraternal  worker  in 
Northern  Ireland  for  10  years. 


Refugee  from  Ethiopia  now 
studying  at  Warren  Wilson 
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A  refugee  from  Ethiopia  spon- 
sored by  Black  Mountain  Pres- 
byterian Church  in  North  Carol- 
ina is  now  a  student  at  nearby 
Warren  Wilson  College,  in 
Swannanoa.  Samuel  Baraki  is 
from  Addis  Ababa. 

Before  coming  to  the  United 


States,  Baraki  studied  plants  for 
six  years  in  the  Soviet  Union. 
As  a  refugee,  he  may  stay  in  the 
United  States  as  long  as  neces- 
sary. If,  however,  the  political 
situation  changes  in  Ethiopia, 
Baraki  said  he  would  like  to 
return  to  his  family  and  country. 
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Presbytery  deals 
with  much  business 


i  /ic         nope  l 

^resuyterian 

Sylvia  Goodnight,  Editor 

September  1989 

The  third  stated  meeting  of  the 
Presbytery  of  New  Hope  was 
held  Tuesday,  July  18,  at  the 
North  Carolina  Central  Univer- 
sity. There  were  294  present  and 
Dr.  H.  Edwin  Pickard,  pastor  of 
White  Memorial  Church  in 
Raleigh,  presided.  A  welcome 
was  extended  to  the  commis- 
sioners by  the  Rev.  Greg  Good- 
wilier,  president  of  the  Durham 
Presbyterian  Council,  which 
served  as  host,  and  Dr.  Howard 
Fitts. 

The  presbytery  was  led  in 
worship  by  the  Rev.  Curtis 
Christian  IV,  pastor  of  Cann 
Memorial  Church,  and  Sarah 
Bell-Lucas,  elder  of  Covenant 
Church. 

The  Rev.  Georgianna  Brab- 
ban  gave  the  report  from  council 
and  the  presbytery  took  the 
following  actions: 

•  Affirmed  that  any  proceeds 
from  the  sale  of  the  former 
Orange  Presbytery  office  which 
may  come  to  New  Hope  will  be 
used  in  accordance  with  prior- 
ities to  be  determined  by  pres- 
bytery. 

•  Instructed  its  trustees  to 
take  possession  of  the  property 
of  Antioch  Church  in  Elizabeth 
City  if  the  way  be  clear. 

•  Approved  the  seating  of 
elder  members  of  council,  Chris- 
tian educators,  and  church  ad- 
ministrators as  corresponding 
members  of  the  governing  body 
on  a  permanent  basis. 

•  Invited  Keith  McCaffety  of 
the  Medical  Benevolence  Foun- 
dation to  speak  at  its  February 
1990  meeting,  and  endorsed  the 
Foundation's  plans  to  hold  its 
national-international  confer- 
ence within  the  bounds  of  presb- 
ytery on  April  19-22,  1990. 

•  Agreed  to  be  the  calling 
body  for  a  chaplain  to  work  at 
the  Raleigh  Correctional  Center 
and  approved  related  measures. 

•  Adopted  a  policy  concern- 
ing food  expenses  in  relation  to 
committee  meetings. 

•  Adopted  a  policy  concern- 
ing child-care  expenses  in  rela- 
tion to  committee  meetings. 

•  Authorized  the  incorpora- 
tion of  presbytery. 

•  Approved  forms  and  proce- 
dures for  review  of  sessional 
records. 

•  Instructed  trustees  to  au- 
thorize the  trustees  of  the  former 
Orange  Presbytery  to  transfer 
the  deed  to  particular  property 
to  the  Trinity  Church  of  Burling- 
ton, N.C. 

•  Amended  the  Design  for 
Mission  to  change  the  Aging 
Ministries  Committee  to  Older 
Adult  Ministry  Committee  and 
expanded  the  definition  of  re- 
sponsibilities. 

•  Approved  a  shared  hunger 
ministry  partnership  in  Zaire 
and 

•  Aproved  distribution  of 
Pennies  for  Hunger  offerings  as 
follows:  65  percent  for  interna- 
tional hunger  projects;  10  per- 
cent for  administrative,  educa- 
tional, and  promotional  ex- 
penses; and  24  percent  for  do- 
mestic projects. 

•  Endorsed  the  "Caring  Pro- 

tor  Children,"  which  pro- 


vides medical  insurance  to  low- 
income  families. 

•  Dissolved  the  Manteo  Task 
Force  and  created  a  Roanoke 
Island  Commission  to  carry  out 
the  functions  of  a  session  for  the 
new  church  development  in 
Manteo. 

•  Granted  $8,000  in  sustenta- 
tion  for  1989  to  the  Covenant 
Community  Church  of  Raleigh. 

•  Approved  loan  application 
to  the  General  Assembly  by  the 
Falkland  Church  for  $25,000. 

•  Granted  up  to  $20,000  from 
Orange  Aid  for  paving  of  park- 
ing lot  at  North  Raleigh  Church 
as  required  by  the  code  of  the 
City  of  Raleigh. 

•  Responded  favorably  to  the 
proposal  to  form  an  Evangelism 
Network  in  the  Synod  of  Mid- 
Atlantic. 

•  Elected  the  Nominating 
Committee,  upon  nomination  of 
the  council. 

The  report  from  the  campus 
ministry  was  given  by  the  Rev. 
Bill  Goodnight.  Churches  were 
commended  for  their  participa- 
tion in  the  ECU  Exam  Survival 
Kit  Project.  Representatives  of 
the  participating  churches  were 
recognized. 

The  commissioners  to  the 
general  assembly  gave  an  infor- 
mative skit,  reflecting  a  mock 
session  of  the  General  Assembly. 

The  Rev.  Joe  Harvard  report- 
ed on  plans  for  funding  theolog- 
ical education. 

The  Rev.  David  Huffman, 
moderator  of  the  Committee  on 
Ministry,  gave  the  report.  The 
Rev.  James  Brown,  moderator 
of  the  Examinations  Committee, 
reported  for  that  part  of  the 
process.  The  presbytery: 

•  Granted  the  status  of  hon- 
orable retirement  to  the  Rev. 
Howatt  Mallinson,  effective 
July  31,  1989. 

•  Approved  Robert  Hood 
Brozina  for  ordination  and  as 
pastor  of  Unity  Church. 

•  Appproved  Alan  Duncan 
Wright  for  ordination  and  as 
pastor  of  Mount  Bethel  Church. 

•  Approved  the  Rev.  Robert 
Edward  Schmeiser  as  pastor  of 
Neuse  Forest  Church. 

•  Approved  the  Rev.  Erich 
Wolfe  Thompson  as  pastor  of 
West  Haven  Church. 

•  Received  the  Rev.  James 
Philip  Ashmore  as  a  member-at- 
large. 

•  Received  the  Rev.  Daniel  G. 
Grandstaff  as  a  member-at- 
large. 

•  Received  the  Rev.  Carrie 
Yearick  as  an  active  member  and 
appointed  her  as  moderator  of 
the  session  of  Pinewood  Church. 

•  Received  the  Rev.  Richard 
Ainsworth  as  an  honorably 
retired  member. 

•  Recorded  the  dissolution  of 
the  following  pastoral  relation- 
ships between: 

•  The  Rev.  Howatt  Mallinson 
and  Calvary  Church,  Swan 
Quarter 

•  The  Rev.  Eddie  Deas  III 
and  Mt.  Pisgah  Church,  Rocky 
Mount 

•  The  Rev.  Deborah  Taylor 
and  Hudson  Memorial  Church, 
Raleigh 


Hunger  ministry  partnerships 
adopted  in  Zaire  and  Ghana 


At  the  July  18  meeting  of  the 
Presbytery  of  New  Hope  a 
recommendation  was  adopted 
that  the  Presbyteries  of  New 
Hope  and  Salem  continue 
shared  hunger  ministry  partner- 
ships in  Zaire  and  Ghana 
through  1992.  These  two  inter- 
national projects  can  be  classi- 
fied as  hunger-related  develop- 
ment assistance.  Each  is  de- 
signed with  integrated  services, 
realizing  that  the  more  areas  of 
one's  life  are  improved,  the  more 
likely  one  will  be  able  to  provide 
one's  own  food  over  the  long 
term. 

Funding  for  these  partner- 
ships will  come  from  the  65 
percent  of  Pennies  for  Hunger/ 
2  Cents  per  Meal  funds  desig- 
nated for  international  hunger 
projects.  Twenty-five  percent  of 
these  funds  will  be  designated  for 
dealing  with  domestic  hunger 
and  10  percent  for  administra- 
tive, educational,  and  promo- 
tional expenses. 

The  goal  of  the  Christian 
Health  Center  in  Zaire  is  "to 
witness  to  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ 
through  ministries  which  are 
concerned  with  root  causes  of 
hunger,  thus  ministering  to  the 
whole  person  —  body,  mind, 
and  spirit."  This  project  is  a 
partnership  between  the  PCU- 
SA,  the  Presbyterian  Communi- 
ty of  Zaire,  and  the  Presbyteries 
of  New  Hope  and  Salem  (as  of 
mid- 1989).  Each  partner  pro- 
vides representation  on  the 
board  of  directors  which  governs 
the  project. 

This  work  is  located  in  the  city 
of  Mbujimayi,  made  up  of  most- 
ly mud  huts  with  a  population 
approaching  500,000  people. 
The  services  presently  provided 
include:  pre-school  health  clin- 


ics, nutritional  rehabilitation 
clinic,  outpatient  primary  health 
care,  tuberculosis  clinic,  eye 
clinic,  family-planning  clinic, 
school  health  and  nutrition 
education  program,  demonstra- 
tion gardening  program,  rabbit- 
raising  program,  village  agricul- 
tural extension  program,  pasto- 
ral care,  and  educational  servi- 
ces. 

There  have  been  no  mission- 
aries on  the  staff  since  1987. 
During  the  beginning  years 
missionaries  trained  a  Zairian 
staff  to  do  the  work  themselves. 
Many  of  the  Zairian  staff  re- 
ceived earlier  training  at  our 
mission  hospitals.  Forty-four 
Zairians  staff  the  various  pro- 
grams and  their  salaries  are  paid 
from  the  minimal  fees  collected 
for  services.  Limited  outside 
subsidies  will  continue  to  be 
needed  indefinitely,  because  of 
the  increased  inflation  and  con- 
tinually declining  economy  of 
the  country. 

Records  are  maintained  on 
more  than  100,000  persons.  In 
addition,  the  agricultural  exten- 
sion workers  have  organized  26 
committees  in  out-lying  villages 
with  the  goal  of  meeting  their 
nutritional  needs  with  produce 
sufficient  to  market  in  the  city 
of  Mbujimayi. 

Representation  on  the  board 
of  directors  by  members  of  the 
presbytery  has  provided  over- 
sight and  expertise  beyond  that 
which  the  limited  General  Ass- 
embly Global  Missions  staff  is 
able  to  provide.  But  the  major 
benefit  has  been  the  develop- 
ment of  relationships  between 
members  of  the  Body  of  Christ 
within  another  culture. 

The  Afram  Plains  Develop- 
ment Project  in  Ghana  has  been 


formed  to  oversee  integrated 
development  in  that  region.  The 
Afram  Plains  is  a  very  isolated 
part  of  Ghana  where  approxi- 
mately 100,000  people  were 
moved  in  the  early  1900's  when' 
the  Volta  River  was  damned. 
Social  disorganization  is  a  chief 
characteristic  of  the  region. 
Most  of  the  people  are  subsis- 
tence farmers  or  fishermen  who 
live  in  mud  and  grass  shacks. 

The  Afram  Plains  Develop- 
ment Project  is  sponsored  by 
Kwahu  Presbytery  with  a  num- 
ber of  European  churches  and 
agencies  as  well  as  several  presb- 
yteries of  the  PCUSA  working 
together  as  partners.  Each  part- 
ner funds  and  has  oversight  of 
a  particular  segment  of  this 
comprehensive  project.  Once 
each  year  representatives  from 
each  group  participate  in  an 
overall  update  on  what  is  being 
done  as  they  meet  together. 

New  Hope  and  Salem  Pres- 
byteries are  expected  to  fund  and 
oversee  an  agricultural  project  at 
Tease,  a  village  of  about  6,000 
population.  The  work  there  will 
include  an  experimental  farm 
and  a  clinic.  A  church  has 
already  been  built  there.  Nego- 
tiations are  still  in  progress  as 
to  refinements  in  relation  to  the 
proposal. 

Missionary  Rob  Crumpton 
will  serve  as  project  manager  of 
the  agricultural  project  and  his 
wife  will  manage  the  clinic. 
According  to  the  proposal,  the 
project  "will  serve  the  people  of 
the  Afram  Plains  and  glorify  our 
God. ..as  we  draw  on  each 
othere's  wisdom  and  experience 
in  developing  the  work." 

(Editor's  note:  This  article  was 
submitted  by  Dot  Temple) 


•  Recorded  the  dismissal  to 
other  presbyteries  of 

•  The  Rev.  Ann  Jahnes  to 
Salem  Presbytery 

•  The  Rev.  J.  Nichols  Adams 
to  Presbytery  of  Ohio  Valley 

•  The  Rev.  Eric  Lohe  to 
Coastal  Carolina  Presbytery 

•  The  Rev.  Eddie  Deas  III  to 
Charleston-Atlantic  Presbytery 

•  Granted  permission  to  the 
Rev.  Victor  Scott  and  the  Rev. 
Jack  Ramsay  Jr.  to  labor  outside 
the  bounds  of  presbytery. 

•  Granted  permission  for  the 
Rev.  Richard  King  (American 
Baptist)  and  the  Rev.  Joe  Wilson 
(United  Methodist)  to  labor 
within  the  bounds  of  presbytery 
and  appointed  Wilson  as  stated 
supply  of  the  Pinetops  Church 
for  up  to  one  year,  effective  July 
21. 

•  Granted  authority  to  the 
Committee  on  Ministry  to  give 
permission  for  a  minister  to 
move  on  the  field. 

•  Established  the  minimum 
for  pulpit  supply  at  $75  plus  16 
cents  per  mile. 


•  Approved  changes  in  terms 
of  a  call. 

The  Rev.  Haywood  Holder- 
ness  reported  for  the  Committee 
on  Preparation  for  Ministry. 
The  presbytery: 

•  Removed  Bill  McGill  from 
the  roll  of  candidates  at  his 
request. 

•  Dismissed  candidate  Willi- 
am Reid  Dalton  III  to  the 
Presbytery  of  Fincastle  to  accept 
a  pastorate. 

•  Received  William  Franklin 
Stanley  III  as  an  inquirer. 

•  Granted  authority  to  the 
Committee  on  Preparation  for 
Ministry  to  dismiss  candidates, 
who  have  received  calls,  to  other 
presbyteries. 

•  Received  Sharon  Creech 
and  Cary  McMullen  as  candi- 
dates for  the  ministry  of  Word 
and  sacrament. 

In  addition  to  a  written  report 
submitted  by  Dr.  Mark  Davis, 
he  and  other  commissioners 
shared  their  impressions  of  the 
synod  meeting. 

The  next  stated  meeting  of  the 


Presbytery  of  New  Hope  will  be 
Saturday,  November  18,  at 
White  Memorial  Church  in 
Raleigh. 

People  in 
the  news 

Mrs.  Grace  Barnett  Cox,  Mrs. 
Helen  Little  Pickard,  and  Mrs. 
Cornelia  Johnson  Bick  were 
1989  Honorary  Life  Member- 
ship recipients  at  White  Memo- 
rial Church  in  Raleigh.  They 
were  presented  with  a  pin  and 
certificate  at  the  May  luncheon 
hosted  by  the  Presbyterian 
Woman. 


David  and  Maryse  McNeeley, 
Presbyterian  mission  co-work- 
ers at  the  Hospital  Sainte  Croix- 
Leogane,  in  Port-au-Prince, 
Haiti,  recently  had  an  article 
published  in  The  Lancet,  which 
is  a  medical  publication  put  out 
by  the  Center  for  Disease  Con- 
trol in  Atlanta. 
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4  priorities  established 
for  new  synod  mission 

Racial  reconciliation,  increasing 
members'  commitment  rank  highest 


By  Robert  Milks 
Editor 

The  Synod  Council  at  a  two- 
day  retreat  before  its  regular 
September  meeting  discussed 
mission  in  the  Synod  of  the  Mid- 
Atlantic  and  set  four  priorities 
for  new  mission  if  any  money 
becomes  available  (see  other 
story  this  page  on  possible 
funding). 

The  four  priorities,  in  order, 
are: 

•  racial  and  ethnic  liberation 
and  reconciliation,  pluralism, 
and  inclusiveness; 

•  helping  members,  elders, 
and  pastors  in  congregations 
better  understand  and  appreci- 
ate the  Presbyterian  system 
(including  the  synod  and  its 
mission),  and  increasing  their 
commitment  to  it; 

•  addressing  declining  mem- 
bership in  areas  where  the  pop- 
ulation is  growing  by  emphas- 
izing starting  new  churches, 
redeveloping  declining  churches, 
and  encouraging  renewal  and 
growth  in  congregations; 

•  addressing  issues  involving 
the  "quality  and  dignity  of  life," 
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which  would  include  such  topics 
as  termination  of  life  and  eutha- 
nasia, hospice  care,  home  care 
for  the  aging,  and  abortion. 

During  its  following  business 
meeting,  the  council  referred 
these  priorities  to  various  synod 
committees  to  pursue  further. 

The  Rev.  Edward  White  led 
the  retreat  Sept.  5-6  at  an 
Episcopal  retreat  center  in  Rich- 
mond. White  was  for  many  years 
executive  presbyter  of  National 
Capital  Presbytery  in  Washing- 
ton, D.C.,  until  he  left  at  the  end 
of  1988  to  become  a  consultant. 

He  led  council  members  in 
reviewing  mission  the  synod 
must  support  under  the  agree- 
ment that  created  it,  what  tasks 
the  church's  Book  of  Order 
defines  as  a  synod's  responsibil- 
ity, and  finally  what  sorts  of 
mission  the  synod  could  engage 
in  if  it  had  the  money  and  people 
to  do  so.  The  council  members 
then  discussed  those  kinds  of 
mission  and  voted  on  a  ranking 
for  priority. 

Most  money  the  synod  has  for 
mission  is  already  committed 
under  the  agreement,  White 
noted. 


"We  have  ongoing  commit- 
ments and  relationships,  and  we 
can't  ignore  them,"  he  said. 
Those  include  children's  and 
retirement  homes,  colleges,  cam- 
pus ministries,  conference  cen- 
ters, and  many  other  ministries, 
many  of  which  the  former  sy- 
nods supported  for  years. 

White  said  he  hoped  that 
during  the  retreat  the  council 
members  would  come  to  have 
some  sense  of  where  they  might 
give  priority  to  any  additional 
money  if  they  had  any.  He 
cautioned  the  council  that  it 
would  be  unwise,  he  thought,  to 
have  more  than  a  couple  of 
major  priorities. 

Racial  reconciliation 

The  consultant  proved  pro- 
phetic when  he  said  that  this 
synod  has  a  chance  to  heal 
wounds  of  the  division  of  two 
former  churches  and  two  races, 
since  that  split  affected  this 
region  perhaps  more  than  any 
other  in  the  country. 

"Maybe  as  important  as  any- 
thing this  synod  might  do  is 

See  PRIORITIES,  page  7 


Hugo  causes  heavy 
damage  in  synod 


Hurricane  Hugo  caused  ex- 
tensive damage  in  the  Synod  of 
the  Mid-Atlantic,  most  notably 
in  Charlotte,  N.C.,  as  well  as 
other  small  towns  and  cities  in 
western  North  Carolina  and  on 
into  Virginia  as  the  storm 
tracked  through  the  mountains. 
Beach  areas  in  North  Carolina 
also  suffered  some  damage. 

Charlotte  suffered  heavy  wind 
damage,  which  uprooted  many 
trees,  damaged  many  buildings, 
and  left  most  of  the  city  without 
power  for  a  week  and  longer  in 
many  cases. 

A  secretary  at  Myers  Park 
Church  in  Charlotte  told  Pres- 
byterian News  Service  by  tele- 
phone that  the  "Downtown  First 
church  was  the  worst  hit  of  our 
churches.  We  all  had  flooding, 
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and  electricity  has  been  off  for 
days  in  many  parts  of  the  city. 
Somehow  we  never  expected  the 
storm  to  hit  with  such  force  this 
far  inland." 

Relief  needs  will  be  great.  Sy- 
nod Executive  Carroll  Jenkins 
said  that  the  synod  will  receive 
contributions.  Anyone  wishing 
to  give  for  relief  from  the  dam- 
age should  contribute  through 
their  presbyteries  and  designate 
the  money  for  Hugo  relief. 

The  General  Assembly  will 
also  receive  funds  for  relief  in 
the  three  synods  affected  by 
Hugo;  the  other  two  are  the 
Synod  of  South  Atlantic  and  the 
Synod  of  Puerto  Rico.  Contri- 
butions should  go  to  the  Central 
Treasury  Corporation  at  100 
Witherspoon  Street,  Louisville, 
Ky.  40202-1396,  and,  if  desired, 
marked  for  a  particular  area  or 
simply  designated  "Hurricane 
Hugo  Relief." 

Charleston,  S.C.,  bore  the 
brunt  of  the  storm  on  the  Amer- 
ican mainland.  One  church  was 
destroyed  and  many  others 
damaged  along  the  coast. 

The  storm  affected  this  news- 
paper; this  issue  was  at  the 
printer  in  Charlotte  ready  for 
typesetting  in  late  September. 
Hugo  shut  the  printer  down  for 
a  week. 


Synod  may  have  extra 
funds  to  use  for  mission 


After  setting  four  new  mis- 
sion priorities  beyond  what 
the  Synod  of  the  Mid-Atlan- 
tic now  supports  (see  related 
story  on  this  page),  the  Synod 
Council  at  its  business  meet- 
ing on  Sept.  6-7  discovered 
that  the  synod  may  have  more 
money  to  support  mission 
than  it  supposed. 

The  council  voted  to  sell 
property  the  synod  owns  at 
Duke  University  in  Durham, 
N.C,  to  the  university  and 
indicated  it  would  consider 
using  the  proceeds  for  mis- 
sion in  the  synod,  keeping  in 
mind  the  new  mission  prior- 
ities as  well  as  campus  min- 
istry (the  synod  has  in  the  past 
used  the  building  for  campus 
ministry). 

"Personally,  I  wouldn't  like 
to  see  us  put  this  in  the  general 
fund  and  pay  bills  with  it," 
said  the  Rev.  George  Ducker, 
a  council  member.  "I'd  like  to 
see  us  do  ministry  with  it." 

The  council  voted  that  30 
percent  of  the  proceeds  will 
go  to  Salem  and  New  Hope 
Presbyteries;  those  presbyter- 
ies include  what  was  the  old 
Orange  Presbytery.  Orange 
rented  the  building  from  the 
synod  for  its  offices  for  a 
number  of  years.  The  presb- 
ytery paid  for  extensive  ren- 
ovation and  an  addition  to 


the  building. 

Although  the  synod  owns 
the  building,  Duke  owns  the 
land  it  is  on.  The  university 
plans  to  use  the  building  as 
a  child-care  center  for  em- 
ployees. 

At  the  retreat  preceding  the 
business  meeting,  at  which 
the  council  members  adopted 
the  four  mission  priorities, 
they  did  so  on  the  assumption 
that  there  would  be  little 
money  beyond  what  the  syn- 
od already  commits  to  its 
ministries.  Council  member 
Lanny  Howe  noted  that  point 
during  the  discussion  of  the 
sale. 

"If  we  believe  in  what  we 
did,  would  it  not  be  possible 
to  set  aside  a  small  percentage 
of  that  for  those  purposes?" 
he  asked.  The  council  did  not 
decide  what  mission  it  might 
use  the  funds  for,  and  indi- 
cated it  would  also  consider 
campus  ministry,  but  council 
members  did  seem  inclined  to 
use  the  money  for  mission, 
not  have  the  general  budget 
absorb  it. 

The  parties  involved  have 
not  yet  completed  the  sale  of 
the  property.  The  council  did 
not  set  a  timetable  for  decid- 
ing on  the  use  of  money  from 
the  sale. 


Resolution  on  coal  strike 
'received  as  information' 


A  resolution  on  a  mine 
workers'  strike  in  Virginia  came 
to  the  Synod  Council  at  its 
September  meeting  from  the 
Presbytery  of  the  Peaks;  the 
council  voted  to  receive  it  as 
information  and  "commend  it  to 
the  parties  involved." 

The  resolution  essentially  calls 
on  both  sides  to  negotiate  a  fair 
agreement.  The  two  sides  are  the 
United  Mine  Workers  and  the 
Pittston  Coal  Group  in  south- 
western Virginia.  The  strike  has 
gone  on  since  April  5. 

The  presbytery  adopted  the 
resolution  in  July  and  sent  it  to 
the  council,  asking  it  to  respond. 

The  Rev.  Edward  McLeod 
moved  that  the  council  receive 
the  resolution  as  information 
and  commend  it  to  the  two  sides. 
When  someone  asked  what  the 
council  would  be  doing  if  it 
adopted  the  motion,  McLeod 
said,  "It  means  we  say  we're 
going  to  pray  for  them. 

"Until  we're  willing  to  do  a 
study  to  see  what  the  issues  really 
are,  if  we  do  anything  more  we're 
playing  games,"  he  said. 

The  resolution  expresses  con- 
cern over  "the  report  that  health 
and  other  benefits  of  retirees, 
widows,  and  disabled  miners 
have  been  curtailed  by  Pittston" 
and  also  over  "reports  of  vio- 


lence against  law-enforcement 
officers,  Pittston  employees  and 
property."  It  adds  that  "negoti- 
ations to  end  the  strike  have  not 
been  reflective  of  a  spirit  of 
mutual  cooperation  and  respect 
on  the  part  of  all  parties  in- 
volved." 

Noting  that  Christians  believe 
Jesus  "broke  down  the  walls  of 
division  between  those  who  are 
separated  by  fear,  mistrust,  and 
hatred  spawned  by  injustice," 
the  presbytery  called  on  the 
company  and  the  union  "to  enter 
seriously  and  fairly  into  negoti- 
ations to  end  this  conflict  in  a 
manner  which  is  fair  and  equi- 
table to  all  concerned." 

The  presbytery  also  com- 
mended both  sides  "for  their 
efforts  to  keep  the  strike  non- 
violent" and  called  for  prayer  for 
strikers,  law-enforcement  offic- 
ers, and  company  officials. 

The  synod's  transitional  asso- 
ciate executive  for  presbytery- 
partnership  ministries,  the  Rev. 
Wayne  Moulder,  told  the  coun- 
cil that  the  Catholic  diocese  in 
the  area  had  taken  a  strong  stand 
and  actions  on  the  side  of  the 
miners. 

"This  [resolution]  takes  a 
good  theological  stance  on  rec- 
onciliation, wil 
sides,"  he  said. 
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Council  gets  update  on 
Richmond,  Raleigh  offices 


Trustees 
oust 

Burkette 

The  board  of  trustees  of  Barber- 
Scotia  College  dismissed  Presi- 
dent Tyrone  Burkette  in  early 
September  over  "philosophical 
differences."  He  had  served  as 
president  since  July  1988. 

Burkette  is  a  Presbyterian  min- 
ister who  served  as  associate 
executive  of  the  old  Synod  of 
North  Carolina  and  as  an  asso- 
ciate with  the  Synod  of  the  Mid- 
Atlantic  for  its  first  six  months. 

Outgoing  trustee  chair  James 
Holderness  told  The  Presbyterian 
News,  "It  was  the  feeling  of  the 
board  that  Tyrone  wasn't  the  right 
person  for  this  particular  time." 

The  Charlotte  Observer  quoted 
new  trustee  chair  Vernon  Russell 
as  saying  the  trustees  wanted  "a 
different  style  of  management  for 
the  college." 

Barber-Scotia  College  is  a  four- 
year,  predominantly  black,  Pres- 
byterian institution  the  synod 
supports,  located  in  Concord, 
N.C.  When  Burkette  became 
president,  it  had  debts  of  $364,000, 
declining  enrollment,  and  deteri- 
orating buildings,  the  Observer 
reported.  Under  Burkette,  the 
school  spent  about  $250,000  to 
improve  buildings  and  grounds. 

Financial  concerns  appear  to 
have  been  one  cause  of  conflict 


A  proposed  Evangelism  Net- 
work for  the  Synod  of  the  Mid- 
Atlantic  is  under  consideration 
within  the  region.  The  Synod 
Council  at  its  business  meeting 
Sept.  6-7  approved  a  proposal 
from  a  consultation  on  evange- 
lism in  May  to  create  such  a 
network  involving  representa- 
tives from  the  synod  and  its  13 
presbyteries. 

The  council  will  ask  presby- 
teries to  respond  to  the  proposal. 
If  a  majority  of  those  responding 
within  six  months  approve  the 
idea,  the  network  will  form. 

Under  the  synod's  design  for 
mission,  the  synod  has  commit- 
tees dealing  with  specific  sub- 
jects. Others  can  become  topics 
of  consultations  such  as  the  one 
last  spring,  between  representa- 
tives of  the  synod  and  the  pres- 
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Dr.  Tyrone  Burkette 


between  Burkette  and  the  board. 
Holderness  said,  "A  contributing 
factor  was  the  financial  condition 
of  the  college." 

The  Presbyterian  News  could 
not  reach  Burkette  for  comment. 
He  told  the  Observer,  "I  felt  we 
had  to  go  into  a  little  more  debt 
before  we  started  getting  out  of 
debt,  and  with  increased  enroll- 
ment, we'd  catch  up." 

Area  newspapers  reported  that 
the  trustees  wanted  a  "more  effective 
fundraiser"  and  "more  experienced 
educator."  Burkette  was  quoted  as 
saying  he  had  not  received  guidance 
from  the  trustees.  "1  knew  that  either 
I  was  going  to  preside  over  a  funeral 
or  I  had  to  believe  in  the  resurrection 
of  this  institution,"  he  told  the 
Observer.  "So  1  took  that  direction." 

The  board  named  Dr.  Lionel 
Newsom  acting  president.  He  is  a 
former  president  of  the  school  and 
of  Johnson  C.  Smith  University  in 
Charlotte,  N.C,  also  a  Presbyterian 
school. 


byteries,  to  determine  what  kind 
of  ministry  should  take  place 
and  who  should  carry  it  out. 

The  proposed  network  would 
operate  in  three  ways: 

•  coordinate  communication 
and  programs  among  the  presb- 
yteries, synod,  and  General 
Assembly  in  evangelism; 

•  help  develop  leaders; 

•  coordinate  resources. 

For  the  first  of  those  tasks,  the 
proposal  suggested  the  network 
could  use  The  Presbyterian 
News  and  publish  a  newsletter 
on  evangelism  for  the  synod, 
highlighting  resources,  leaders, 
and  successful  churches. 

For  the  second,  the  network 
would  sponsor,  along  with  the 
Assembly,  training  of  consul- 
tants in  evangelism;  call  confer- 
ences of  presbyteries  on  evange- 
lism; and  hold  regional  training 
events. 

For  the  third,  the  network 
would  create  an  annotated  bib- 
liography of  available  programs 
and  a  list  of  leaders. 


Mary  Baldwin  College  starts 
a  pre-ministerial  program  this 
fall  intended  to  acquaint  stu- 
dents with  careers  in  religious 
service.  The  college  sees  the 
program  not  as  a  substitute  for 
graduate  school  or  seminary,  but 
as  an  opportunity  for  students 
to  experience  religious  service. 

Students  who  complete  the 
program  will  decide  whether  to 
pursue  careers  in  the  parish 
ministry,  mission  field,  or  reli- 
gious education. 

The  program  is  part  of  the  new 
Carpenter  program,  which  will 
also  offer  a  major  in  health-care 
administration.  The  E.  Rhodes 
and  Leona  B.  Carpenter  Foun- 
dation gave  $1.35  million  last 


The  Synod  Council  at  its 
September  meeting  heard  a  re- 
port on  the  status  of  the  synod's 
permanent  office  in  Richmond, 
Va.,  and  approved  a  final  con- 
tract on  the  synod's  building  in 
Raleigh,  N.C.  The  council  had 
approved  in  principle  an  offer  on 
that  property  in  a  conference 
telephone  call  earlier. 

Synod  Executive  Carroll  Jen- 
kins told  the  council  that  orig- 
inally the  synod  expected  to  be 
in  the  new  offices  (a  renovated 
old  house  with  an  addition  just 
built)  by  Labor  Day,  but  that 
rain  caused  a  delay,  with  the 
builder  saying  the  office  should 
be  ready  by  mid-September. 

Jenkins  said  his  feeling  was 
that  "well  get  the  property  at  the 
end  of  September,  or  possibly 
the  first  week  in  October."  When 
the  building  is  ready,  the  synod 
will  have  to  move  furnishings 
and  equipment  from  the  tempo- 
rary office  in  Richmond  and 


A  fund  to  help  small  and  new 
churches  in  their  mission  has 
been  approved  by  the  Synod 
Council.  The  action  came  at  the 
council's  meeting  Sept.  6-7.  The 
fund,  the  "New  and  Small 
Church  Grant  Fund,"  will  make 
grants  to  such  churches  to  help 
them  fulfill  mission  plans. 

The  fund's  intent  is  to  aid 
mission,  not  church  building  or 
operating  expenses.  It  combines 
several  trust  funds  founded  to 
support  home  missions;  the  fund 
came  from  the  old  Synod  of 
North  Carolina,  whose  council 
established  it  in  1983  to  more 
effectively  distribute  earnings  on 
the  several  trusts  for  home 
missions.  The  recent  council 
approval  means  it  has  been 


A  public  lecture  honoring  the 
retirement  of  Sara  Little  was 
given  at  Union  Seminary  in 
Richmond,  Va.,  Oct.  10.  Little 
was  the  first  woman  to  serve  on 
the  faculty;  she  retired  in  June. 
She  is  now  professor  emerita. 

Dr.  Craig  Dykstra  gave  the 
address  at  10:05  a.m.  in  the 
convocation  in  Watts  Chapel. 
Dykstra  is  newly  appointed  vice- 
president  of  the  Lilly  Endow- 
ment. His  topic  was  "A  Com- 
pany of  Teachers,"  an  overview 
of  trends  in  Christian  education. 


year  to  renovate  and  furnish 
Carpenter  Academic  Hall;  the 
foundation  also  pledged 
$873,000  over  five  years  to  fund 
the  new  program. 

It  will  enable  students  to  train 
for  technical  careers  and  those 
in  human  services  in  the  context 
of  a  multidisciplinary,  liberal 
arts  curriculum.  The  funding 
will  support  new  faculty,  scho- 
larships, and  special  conferen- 
ces. 

The  Rev.  Patricia  Wood  will 
direct  the  pre-ministerial  part  of 
the  program,  which  will  com- 
prise courses  and  field  work.  It 
will  not  offer  a  major;  the 
courses  and  service  will  comple- 
ment existing  studies. 


from  the  Raleigh  office,  which 
was  still  open  in  late  September. 

The  synod  sold  that  building 
to  an  engineering  firm  for 
$312,000  minus  $2,500  credit  in 
lieu  of  repairs  to  the  roof. 

In  early  October,  it  appeared 
the  Richmond  building  would 
not  be  ready  for  several  weeks. 

In  other  business,  the  council: 

•approved  a  revised  timeline 
for  hiring  two  associate  execu- 
tives for  the  synod.  The  search 
committee  seeking  to  fill  them 
will  bring  a  recommendation  for 
the  associate  for  presbytery- 
partnership  ministries  to  the 
council  at  its  meeting  Nov.  3-4. 
The  committee  will  have  a  rec- 
ommendation on  the  associate 
for  synod  ministries  later  in 
November;  the  council  decided 
to  hold  a  conference  call  to  vote 
on  that  recommendation. 

•appointed  a  committee  to 
negotiate  with  the  Catawba 
Economic  Development  Associ- 


established  as  a  fund  of  the 
Synod  of  the  Mid-Atlantic,  for 
churches  throughout  the  region. 

The  policy  statement  estab- 
lishing the  fund  defines  small 
churches  as  those  with  fewer 
than  250  members.  Generally, 
new  churches  would  be  those  less 
than  five  years  old.  The  policy 
says  grants  normally  would  not 
exceed  $2,500.  In  addition,  it 
says  a  church  normally  would 
receive  only  one  grant. 

The  policy  adds  that  "Grant 
requests  for  special  ministries 
will  receive  priority  funding." 
Special  ministries  would  be  new 
projects  other  than  ones  the 
church  has  done  routinely  for 
some  time. 

Although  the  policy  sets  the 


He  described  Little's  contribu- 
tion to  the  field. 

Little  served  as  professor  of 
Christian  education  from  1951 
at  the  Presbyterian  School  of 
Christian  Education  and  then 
Union  Seminary.  She  recently 
directed  a  nationwide  research 
program,  "Youth  Ministry  and 
Theological  School,"  funded  by 
the  Lilly  Endowment.  In  addi- 
tion, she  serves  as  Presbyterian 
seminary  consultant  for  Search 
Institute's  study  of  Protestant 
Christian  education. 

2  presbyteries' 
readers  start 
receiving  News 

The  Presbyterian  News  wel- 
comes new  readers  from  Abing- 
don Presbytery  and  the  Presb- 
ytery of  the  James  this  month. 
We  have  recently  added  their 
names  to  our  mailing  list. 

For  those  readers  starting  to 
receive  the  newspaper,  it  is  the 
monthly  publication  of  the  Syn- 
od of  the  Mid-Atlantic,  which 
goes  into  every  home — at  least, 
gradually  we  are  getting  closer 
to  that  goal. 

With  the  addition  of  those 
presbyteries,  our  circulation  will 
be  close  to  170,000. 


ation  on  that  group's  reorgani- 
zation to  relate  to  the  synod.  It 
formerly  related  to  the  old 
Synod  of  the  Piedmont.  "This 
group  is  the  church — the  old 
Catawba  Synod  and  later  Ca- 
tawba Unit  folks,"  Jenkins  said. 
The  organization  has  been  in- 
volved in  low-income  housing 
and  urban  revitalization,  hous- 
ing for  the  elderly,  and  develop- 
ing minority  businesses. 

•  directed  its  Finance  Commit- 
tee to  consider  a  proposal  from 
the  Justice  for  Women  organiza- 
tion that  the  synod  provide 
expenses  to  people  who  care  for 
children,  elderly  parents,  or 
disabled  spouses  so  that  they 
could  participate  as  members  of 
the  council  or  synod  committees 
or  as  commissioners  to  the  synod 
assembly.  Alice  Smith  told  the 
council  that  Justice  for  Women 
wants  to  encourage  young  par- 
ents, the  elderly,  and  others  to 
take  part  in  the  synod's  work. 


maximum  amount  of  a  grant,  it 
also  says  that  the  amount  will 
depend  on  funds  available  and  on 
a  consideration  of  each  project. 

The  council's  Finance  Com- 
mittee considers  and  decides  on 
requests.  Under  the  policy, 
churches  must  apply  in  writing 
by  Oct.  1  each  year,  though  there 
may  be  an  extension  this  year 
since  the  council  has  just  ap- 
proved the  fund. 

The  policy  requires  that  an 
applying  church's  presbytery 
must  review  the  church's  plan- 
ning and  goals  and  must  approve 
the  request. 

Churches  wishing  to  apply 
should  do  so  in  writing  to  the 
synod's  office,  P.O.  Box  27026, 
Richmond,  Va.  23261. 

PJC  postpones 
Massanetta 

The  General  Assembly's 
Permanent  Judicial  Commis- 
sion has  postponed  a  hearing 
on  the  Massenatta  Springs 
Conference  Center  conflict 
between  the  synod  and  the 
center's  trustees  until  Febru- 
ary, Presbyterian  News  Ser- 
vice reported.  The  commis- 
sion granted  a  continuance  on 
the  matter  so  that  the  synod 
has  time  to  respond  approp- 
riately to  requests  by  Carson 
Rhyne  and  Henry  McBride 
for  more  documentation.  The 
two  men  filed  the  complaint 
against  the  synod. 

Meanwhile,  the  synod's 
attorney  in  the  civil  case, 
Leslie  Dix,  has  asked  the 
court  to  dismiss  the  trustees' 
suit,  Presbyterian  News  Ser- 
vice reported,  on  the  grounds 
that  the  board  is  subject  to 
the  control  of  the  synod, 
court  precedent  that  property 
disputes  should  be  resolved 
within  the  church  rather  than 
civil  court,  and  the  church's 
constitutional  provision  that 
property  of  the  church  is  held 
in  trust  for  the  denomination 
and  thus  the  board  holds 
Massanetta  Springs  in  trust 
for  the  synod. 

Dix  filed  another  motion 
requesting  the  court  to  tie  up 
the  property  and  assets  until 
the  case  is  settled. 


Evangelism  group 
proposed  for  region 


Mary  Baldwin  starts 
religious  service  program 


Fund  to  give  grants  for  small, 
new  churches'  mission  projects 


Lecture  honors  Sara  Little 


National  award  honors 
work  against  hunger 
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A  member  of  the  Synod  of  the 
Mid-Atlantic  has  won  a  national 
award  for  her  contributions  to 
fighting  hunger.  Elizabeth  (Lib) 
McPherson  won  the  1989  Food 
Management  Humanitarian 
Service  Award,  given  by  Food 
Management  magazine. 

McPherson  directs  the  nutri- 
tion program  for  the  Caswell 
County  schools  in  North  Carol- 
ina and  is  a  member  of  Yancey- 
ville  Church.  She  chaired  the  old 
Orange  Presbytery's  Hunger 
Committee,  which  sponsored 
the  Mbujimayi  Christian  Health 
Center  in  Zaire,  as  well  as  soup 
kitchens  and  food  banks. 
McPherson  spoke  in  churches 
statewide  and  helped  raise  an 
annual  hunger  fund  of  about 
$100,000  through  a  "Pennies  for 
Hunger"  campaign. 

"Lib  McPherson  is  a  person 
with  a  great  many  skills,"  said 
Donna  Boss,  the  magazine's 
editor.  "She  appears  to  be  using 
them  all  in  her  efforts  on  behalf 
of  the  hungry. 

"She  has  used  her  leadership 
skills  to  mobilize,  her  manage- 


Help  offered 
farmers  facing 
foreclosure 

In  late  August,  the  Farmers 
Home  Administration  sent  a 
mailing  on  loans  to  farmers 
facing  possible  foreclosure, 
containing  forms  that  had  to 
be  filled  out  and  returned 
within  45  days.  The  North 
Carolina  Council  of  Church- 
es Committee  on  the  Rural 
Crisis  offers  free  help  to  the 
400  to  500  farmers  in  North 
Carolina  who  received  such 
notices,  entitled  "Notice  of 
Availability  of  Loan  Service 
Programs  for  Delinquent 
Farm  Borrowers,  as  well  as  any 
other  farmers". 

The  help  includes  advice 
and  assistance  filling  out  the 
forms,  information  on  the 
federal  agency's  procedures, 
and  legal  help  if  necessary. 
People  who  are  available  to 
help  will  assist  farmers  with 
any  problems  or  question  a 
farmer  may  have  about  a 
farm  loan,  including  the 
Farmers  Home  Administra- 
tion notices  and  the  agency's 
appeals  process,  Farm  Credit 
System  loans,  and  those  from 
other  lenders. 

Farmers  who  want  such 
help  should  contact  one  of  the 
following: 

•  Mary  Clouse  and  Betty 
Bailey,  Farm  Survival  Pro- 
ject, Rural  Advancement 
Fund,  Pittsboro,  (919)  542- 
5292; 

•  David  Harris  and  Julia 
Woods,  Land  Loss  Preven- 
tion Project,  Durham,  (919) 
682-5969  or  1-800-672-5839; 

•  Benny  Bunting,  presi- 
dent, United  Farmers  Orga- 
nization, Oak  City,  (919)  798- 
4721; 

•  Jean  Wyont  (special 
skills  in  preparing  cash  flows 
and  paperwork),  Lawndale, 
1-800-633-4833. 


Hospital  rebuilt 

Reconstruction  of  the  largest 
hospital  in  Cameroun,  severely 
damaged  by  a  tropical  storm  in 
March  1988,  is  nearly  complete. 
The  Presbyterian  Church 
(U.S. A)  sent  more  than  $26,000 
to  aid  the  rebuilding  effort. 


ment  skills  to  organize,  her 
nutritional  expertise  to  design 
programs,  her  knowledge  of  her 
community  to  identify  needs, 
and  her  high-profile  positions 
within  her  school  district  and  her 
church  to  get  attention  for  her 
favorite  projects." 

The  magazine  gives  the  award 
to  honor  individuals  in  the  food- 
service  field  "who  generously 
give  of  their  time,  their  talents, 
and  their  energies,  over  and 
above  their  normal  job  respon- 
sibilities, to  battle  hunger  among 
the  poor  and  needy,"  Boss  said. 

The  award  honors  McPher- 
son for  her  local  work  obtaining 
funding  for  programs  feeding 
school  children  and  also  the 
elderly,  the  retarded,  the  home- 
bound,  and  children  in  day  care 
and  vocational  schools;  and  for 
her  work  aiding  the  health  center 
in  Zaire. 

That  clinic  had  two  main 
goals,  relating  to  high  child 
mortality  in  the  area:  restore 
nutritional  well-being  to  chil- 
dren without  putting  them  in  the 
hospital  and  educating  mothers 


Prof  to  foster  peace 
studies  at  colleges 


Elizabeth  McPherson 

of  malnourished  infants  in  nu- 
trition and  sanitation. 

McPherson  said  of  the  pro- 
gram, "We  wanted  to  develop  a 
preventive  program  that  at- 
tacked the  root  causes  of  hun- 
ger— whether  they  were  poverty, 
lack  of  food,  or  an  inadequate 
water  supply — rather  than  a 
curative  program  that  provided 
medical  treatment."  To  do  so, 
the  presbytery  gave  crop  seed, 
introduced  new  methods  of 
farming,  planted  demonstration 
gardens,  and  helped  build  a 
bridge. 


A  professor  at  Warren  Wilson 
College  will  help  the  Presbyte- 
rian Peacemaking  Program  en- 
courage development  of  peace 
studies  in  the  curriculums  of  the 
69  Presbyterian  colleges  in  the 
United  States.  The  Rev.  Douglas 
Bartlett  is  mentor  of  peace 
studies  at  Warren  Wilson.  The 
Peacemaking  Program  appoint- 
ed him  a  consultant. 

Warren  Wilson  is  a  Presbyte- 
rian college  the  synod  supports; 
it  is  in  Swannanoa,  N.C. 

"I  am  honored  to  be  invited 
to  do  this  new  work,  and  our 
college  is  honored  as  well," 
Bartlett  said.  "Warren  Wilson  is 
the  only  Presbyterian  college 
with  a  full-time  faculty  position 
in  peace  studies."  He  will  remain 
on  the  teaching  faculty  at  the 
school. 

Bartlett  will  work  to  increase 
the  number  of  schools  offering 
such  courses,  organize  support 
networks  among  professors 
teaching  peace  studies,  link 
college  programs  with  the  Peace- 


making office  in  Louisville  and 
with  presbytery  programs,  and 
recruit  teachers  and  students  to 
attend  the  Peacemaking  2000 
conference  slated  for  next  June 
in  Washington. 

Bartlett  has  helped  plan  the 
three  national  conferences  held 
on  peace  studies.  Warren  Wilson 
hosted  one  in  1986. 

The  peace-studies  program 
has  also  started  a  new  project 
called  "Options  in  a  Nuclear 
Age:  A  Community  Dialogue," 
in  which  faculty  members  and 
administrators  give  programs  to 
churches,  schools,  and  commu- 
nity organizations  dealing  with 
such  subjects  as  "Feminine  Gifts 
to  a  World  at  Peace"  and  "The 
Soviet  People  in  a  Changing 
Society." 

The  Mary  Reynolds  Babcock 
Foundation  will  fund  the  first 
three  years  of  the  program.  The 
college  is  one  of  30  institutions 
participating  in  the  national 
program  of  community  out- 
reach. 


Abortion  dialogue  to  give  differing  views 


LOUISVILLE,  Ky.  —  A  Di- 
alogue on  Abortion  Perspectives 
sponsored  by  the  Presbyterian 
Church  (U.S.A.)  will  take  place 
Nov.  17-19  in  Kansas  City,  Mo. 
The  event  results  from  an  over- 
ture to  the  General  Assembly  in 
1987,  which  described  the  meet- 
ing's purpose  as  "displaying  and 
promoting  dialogue  among  the 
varying  and  diverging  Christian 
perspectives  on  the  abortion 
issue." 

The  conference  will  include 
small  group  discussions  and 
worship,  and  four  speakers  will 
address  participants,  each  re- 
ceiving two  responses. 

Designers  of  the  meeting  in- 
tend it  to  provide  resources  for 
education,  such  as  videos,  audio 
tapes,  and  study  papers;  the 


conference  will  not  result  in  a 
policy  statement  on  abortion. 

The  speakers  are  Harold  O.J. 
Brown,  Gretchen  Gaebelein 
Hull,  Yvonne  Delk,  and  Beverly 
Harrison. 

Brown  is  professor  of  biblical 
and  systematical  theology  at 
Trinity  Evangelical  Divinity 
School  in  Deerfield,  111.  He  co- 
founded  the  Christian  Action 
Council  for  medical  ethics,  with 
Dr.  C.  Everett  Koop.  He  wrote 
the  book  Death  Before  Birth. 

Hull  wrote  Equal  to  Serve, 
which  was  selected  as  one  of  five 
finalists  in  the  theology /  doctrine 
category  of  the  Gold  Medallion 
books  Award  Competition  from 
the  Evangelical  Christian  Pub- 
lishers Association.  She  is  an 
elder  at  Madison  Avenue  Pres- 


byterian Church  in  New  York 
City. 

Delk  is  executive  director  of  the 
Office  of  Church  in  Society  for  the 
United  Church  of  Christ.  She  has 
lectured  internationally  on  issues 
of  justice  for  women  and  members 
of  racial  minorities. 

Harrison  is  professor  of  Chris- 
tian social  ethics  at  Union  Sem- 
inary in  New  York.  She  wrote  Our 
Right  to  Choose:  Toward  a  New 
Ethic  of  Abortion. 

The  responders  are  Carolyn 
Gerster,  Marilyn  Washburn, 
Louise  Lawson,  and  Janet  Gal- 
lagher. 

Gerster  is  a  physician  in  Arizo- 
na. Washburn  is  a  physician  and 
an  ordained  Presbyterian  pastor. 
Lawson  is  associate  pastor  of 
Idlewild  Presbyterian  Church  in 


Memphis,  Tenn.  Gallagher  is  a 
trial  attorney  for  the  City  of  New 
York  who  has  lectured  and  written 
extensively  on  health  law  and 
reproductive  rights. 

Participants  to  the  dialogue  will 
number  225.  Each  synod  will 
receive  three  representatives  out- 
right plus  a  representative  for  half 
the  number  of  presbyteries  in  the 
synod.  Other  groups  will  also  send 
participants. 

The  dialogue's  planners  asked 
synods  to  select  a  delegation  to  the 
dialogue  with  a  "wide  diversity  of 
abortion  perspectives,"  from 
"those  favoring  a  more  restrictive 
to  those  favoring  a  less  restrictive 
perspective  on  abortion,  including 
those  undecided  about  the  per- 
spective with  which  they  would 
identify." 


Children  reciting  catechisms 
can  receive  synod  recognition 


Children  or  youths  who  recite 
either  the  Catechism  for  Young 
Children  or  the  Shorter  Cate- 
chism gain  recognition  for  their 
accomplishment  under  a  pro- 
gram of  the  synod.  If  will  give 
a  certificate  and  a  cash  gift  from 
a  special  fund  to  anyone  15  or 
younger. 

The  fund  is  the  Catechism 
Fund,  which  comes  from  the  old 
Synod  of  North  Carolina  and 
which  now  applies  to  the  whole 
Synod  of  the  Mid-Atlantic.  The 
late  W.H.  Belk  established  the 
fund  some  years  ago. 

The  gifts  are  $15  for  reciting 


the  child's  catechism  and  $25  for 
the  other.  The  certificates  are 
formally  printed  ones. 

Pastors,  directors  of  Christian 
education,  or  sessions  should 
notify  the  synod's  office  in 
Richmond  of  youths  or  children 
who  have  recited  one  of  the 
catechisms.  The  synod  then 
sends  a  certificate  and  check  to 
the  church,  for  it  to  present.  The 
office  address  is  P.O.  Box  27026, 
Richmond,  Va.  23261. 

The  synod's  Educational  Min- 
istries Committee  administers 
the  program  and  sets  its  proced- 
ures. 


St.  Andrews  College  gets 
two  grants  for  science 


Montreat-Anderson  joins 
Christian  College  Coalition 


Montreat-Anderson  College 
has  been  chosen  to  join  the 
Christian  College  Coalition,  an 
association  of  about  80  four- 
year,  liberal-arts  schools  com- 
mitted both  to  being  excellent 
educational  institutions  and  to 
keeping  the  Christian  faith  cen- 
tral to  every  facet  of  campus  life. 

Montreat-Anderson  has  re- 
cently changed  to  four-year 
status  from  a  junior  college. 
Located  in  Montreat,  N.C,  it  is 


affiliated  with  the  Presbyterian 
Church  (U.S.A.). 

"The  Christian  College  Coali- 
tion occupies  a  unique,  and 
perhaps,  pivotal  spot  in  higher 
education  today,"  said  Dr.  Myr- 
on Augsburger,  coalition  pres- 
ident. "Its  vision  of  an  education 
where  Christian  values  and 
academic  excellence  are  co- 
equal partners  speaks  to  a  press- 
ing need  in  a  society  searching 
for  meaning." 


St.  Andrews  Presbyterian 
College's  chemistry  department 
has  received  two  grants  that  will 
result  in  almost  $100,000  for 
equipment  for  students  and 
research.  The  two  are  a  $30,035 
grant  from  the  National  Science 
Foundation  and  a  $19,350  grant 
from  the  North  Carolina  Board 
of  Science  and  Technology;  the 
college  has  committed  to  match- 
ing each  grant. 

St.  Andrews  is  a  college  the 
synod  supports,  located  in  Lau- 
rinburg,  N.C. 

The  college  will  buy  an  atomic 
absorption  spectrophotometer 
and  a  high-pressure  liquid  chro- 
matograph,  each  costing 
$30,000,  for  students  to  use.  The 
National  Science  Foundation 
grant  funded  that  purchase. 

The  North  Carolina  science 
board's  grant  will  fund  "An 
Undergraduate  Thermochemi- 
cal  Program:  Investigations  into 
Solution  Thermodynamics." 

Dr.  Jim  Lankford  is  principal 
investigator;  he  said  research 
will  focus  on  three  physical  pro- 
perties of  solutions:  density,  speed 
of  sound,  and  heat  capacity. 

"There  are  two  objectives  with 
this  research,"  he  said.  "One 


objective  is  to  actually  do  orig- 
inal research  and  make  a  con- 
tribution to  the  science  field  by 
publishing  the  data  and  results. 
The  other  objective  is  to  involve 
undergraduate  chemistry  stu- 
dents in  the  research  and,  hope- 
fully, encourage  them  to  pursue 
a  career  in  science." 


THE  PRESBYTERIAN 
SYNOD  OF  THE  MID- 
ATLANTIC  IS  SEEK- 
ING A  DIRECTOR  FOR 
ITS  CAMP  AND  CON- 
FERENCE CENTER. 
The  center  operates  year- 
round  on  1 1 3  acres  in  the 
northeast  corner  of  Mary- 
land, 1  hour  north  of  Bal- 
timore and  1 Vz  hours  south 
of  Philadelphia.  The  camp 
has  an  annual  operating 
budget  of  $450,000.  Send 
personal  information  or 
equivalent  resume  to: 
Search  Committee,  Che- 
sapeake Center,  50  Hap- 
py Valley  Road,  Port  De- 
posit, Md.  21904 
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Women's  'enablers'  are  true  helpers  in  church's  work 


Most  families  have  within  their 
heritage  certain  gems  of  wisdom, 
maxims  learned  at  their  mothers'  knees, 
so  to  speak.  A  favorite  of  my  husband 
is  that  there  are  two  kinds  of  people 
—  "helpers"  and  "heppers,"  and  God 
deliver  us  from  the  "heppers." 

This  is  being  written  10  days  after 
the  Called  To  Serve  event  sponsored 
by  Presbyterian  Women  in  the  synod, 
an  event  for  all  enablers  and  presbytery 
PW  moderators  in  the  synod.  You  will 
be  reading  it  in  the  midst  of  fall 
gatherings  planned  by  these  same 
enablers  and  moderators. 

Enablers  were  a  new  concept  in  the 
design  for  Presbyterian  Women.  An 
enabler  is  a  woman  who  agrees  to  serve 
for  several  years  as  a  volunteer  sharing 
her  own  Christian  witness  with  eight 
to  15  churches,  empowering  the  women 
in  performing  their  work  and  develop- 
ing leadership  potential  which  will 
enrich  not  only  PW  but  our  whole 
denomination. 

Training  for  these  volunteers  began 
in  1988  at  the  organizing  meeting  for 
PW.  The  design  called  for  a  training 
event  to  be  held  every  year  to  learn  other 
skills,  share  with  one  another,  and 
receive  the  latest  resources  available 
from  the  PC  (USA).  This  year  it  was 
the  responsibility  of  the  synod  PW  to 
provide  this. 

Our  original  understanding  was  that 
the  event  would  be  planned  and  staffed 


By 

Anne 
Treichler 


by  the  Churchwide  Enabler  Committee, 
but  in  the  fall  of  1988  the  decision  was 
made  for  each  synod  to  design  its  own 
event  because  of  the  vastly  different 
needs  in  the  various  synods.  So  the 
Synod  Coordinating  Team  approved  a 
planning  committee  with  Grace 
Solomon  as  chair  and  members  Sara 
Cordery,  Lori  McConnell,  and  Ann 
Umstead. 

In  the  Synod  of  the  Mid-Atlantic,  152 
enablers  were  elected  in  1988  (compare 
this  to  the  27  in  the  Synod  of  Alaska- 
Northwest).  The  enablers  were  asked  to 
say  themselves  what  they  needed,  what 
they  wanted.  Five  workshops  were 
planned  on  the  basis  of  the  responses 
with  opening  and  closing  plenary 
sessions  with  worship.  Resources  were 
provided  by  Vera  Swann,  regional  staff 
person  for  the  Women's  Ministry  Unit, 
Atlanta.  Most  enablers  also  took  part 
in  the  summer  conference  gatherings  for 
additional  program  enrichment. 


What  did  we  learn?  I  mean,  what  did 
those  of  us  who  are  not  enablers  learn? 
At  the  very  least,  that  enablers  are 
indeed  "helpers"  and  are  perceived  to 
be  so  by  the  women  they  serve.  During 
the  transition  from  WOC  and  UPW 
into  PW,  during  the  move  from  New 
York  and  Atlanta  to  Louisville,  it  was 
often  difficult  to  find  the  right  person, 
the  right  resources,  the  right  informa- 
tion, the  right  calendar,  the  right 
whatever.  But  the  enablers  persevered. 

Each  enabler  is  expected  to  meet  with 
the  pastor  of  each  congregation  with 
the  local  PW  moderator,  and  most  had 
found  the  pastors  interested  in  knowing 
about  Presbyterian  Women  and  the 
implications  for  the  mission  of  each 
congregation. 

The  enablers  have  helped  in  planning 
and  goal  setting,  have  installed  officers, 
planned  retreats  —  and  enriched 
themselves  with  new  relationships. 

Yes,  we  have  "heppers."  During 
workshops  for  local  PW  moderators  we 
heard,  "I've  written  my  enabler  five 
times  and  gotten  no  response"  or  "I've 
never  heard  from  my  enabler"  or  "The 
material  is  always  late  getting  to  me." 
Some  women  when  they  agreed  to  be 
an  enabler  did  not  realize  the  time 
commitment.  Some  members  of  PW  do 
not  realize  that  the  enablers  are  now 
the  channel  for  information,  and  have 
not  asked  for  help. 

As  the  enablers  shared  with  one 


another  their  successes,  failures,  good 
experiences,  setbacks,  frustrations  they 
realized  that  they  were  pleased  with 
their  position  and  recommitted 
themselves  to  continue  to  serve  the 
women  who  call  themselves  Presbyte- 
rian in  this  synod. 

What  makes  a  good  enabler?  Ded- 
ication, desire  to  serve,  enthusiasm  — 
but  I  feel  that  perhaps  the  most 
important  factor  is  curiosity  about  our 
denomination.  A  curious  enabler  will 
call,  will  find  out,  will  share  all  she 
knows  about  the  mission  and  work  of 
the  church.  She  will  enable  women  to 
continue  to  have  an  understanding  that 
mission  is  the  total  work  of  the  church. 

In  the  Manual  for  Presbyterian 
Women,  the  enabler  is  described  in  this 
way:  "The  enabler  follows  Christ's 
example.  Jesus  Christ  is  an  enabler.  His 
ministry  and  his  love  enabled  people 
to  see  themselves  in  new  ways  and 
challenged  them  to  achieve  their  full 
potential.  With  the  coming  of  the  Holy 
Spirit,  the  first  Christians  received 
power,  the  gifts  and  abilities  to  'build 
up  the  church.'" 

Let  us  thank  God  for  these  dedicated 
women,  truly  "helpers,"  truly  serving  to 
build  up  the  PC  (USA). 

Anne  Treichler  is  moderator  of 
Presbyterian  Women  in  the  Synod  of 
the  Mid-Atlantic.  She  lives  in 
Williamsburg,  Va. 


We  welcome  letters,  guest  commentaries 


We  welcome  letters  to  the  editor  and 
longer  guest  commentaries.  Please 
sign  letters  and  give  address  and 
telephone  number.  We  may  edit  for 
length  or  grammar.  Please  confine 


comments  to  one  topic  and  keep  them 
brief. 

Guest  commentaries  may  be  up  to 
two  typed,  double-spaced  pages. 


Group  to  write  evangelism  statement 


A  committee  to  propose  a  statement 
concerning  mission  and  evangelism  has 
been  named.  The  statement  will  concern 
the  best  way  for  the  Presbyterian  Church 


(U.S.A.)  to  evangelize  among  people 
without  the  Gospel. 

The  paper  is  scheduled  to  go  to  the 
next  General  Assembly  in  Salt  Lake  City. 


'Friends'  seek  to  keep 
Massanetta  center  open 


From  time  to  time  The  Presbyterian 
News  has  carried  articles  about  the 
status  of  Massanetta  Springs,  confer- 
ence center  of  the  Synod  of  the  Mid- 
Atlantic,  following  the  decision  of  the 
board  of  trustees  last  October  to  close 
Massanetta  and  sell  the  property, 
without  the  approval  or  knowledge  of 
synod.  However,  we  still  find  many 
people  new  to  our  synod  who  know 
nothing  about  Massanetta,  while 
others  who  do  know  Massanetta  are 
unaware  (or  at  least  uninformed)  as 
to  what  is  going  on  relative  to  the 
board's  decision.  Many  believe  that  it 
is  an  accomplished  fact,  when  in  fact 
it  is  only  partially  so  (closed  but  not 
sold). 

A  number  of  ministers  and  lay 
Presbyterians  who  refused  to  let  the 
board's  decision  go  unchallenged 
organized  last  November  as  "The 
Friends  of  Massanetta,"  with  the 
stated  purpose  of  "insuring  the  con- 
tinuation of  Massanetta  as  a  perma- 
nent synod  conference  center."  There 
are  now  over  500  persons  who  have 
joined  this  original  group,  all  optimis- 
tic that  their  goal  will  be  realized,  even 


READERS'  FORUM 


though  the  board  has  recently  taken 
synod  to  both  civil  and  church  court. 

The  implication  in  this  specific 
situation  should  be  of  great  concern 
to  all  Presbyterians.  If  the  board 
actually  "owns"  Massanetta  as  they 
claim,  and  can  do  as  they  wish  without 
regard  to  the  governing  bodies  of  the 
church,  what  does  this  say  to  other 
institutions?  If  the  courts  rule  in  favor 
of  the  board,  are  other  institutions  safe 
from  a  "take-over"  by  their  boards? 

Anyone  interested  in  supporting  the 
position  of  the  Friends  of  Massanetta 
or  learning  more  about  the 
Massanetta  situation  through  fre- 
quent updated  mailings  is  encouraged 
to  contact:  "Friends  of  Massanetta," 
680  Maryland  Avenue,  Harrisonburg, 
Va.  22801. 

Secretary  /  Treasurer 
Dr.  Elizabeth  M.  Finlayson 
"Friends  of  Massanetta" 
Harrisonburg,  Va. 


Church  leaders  support  strikers 


"and  do  you  further 
promise  to  invite  me 
to  your  reception? 


Presbyterian  News  Service 

Ten  individual  Presbyterians  were 
among  the  more  than  240  religious 
leaders  who  issued  a  joint  statement 
supporting  the  United  Mine  Workers  in 
their  strike  against  the  Pittston  Coal 
Group  in  southwestern  Virginia. 

Pittston  withdrew  from  the  Bitumi- 
nous Coal  Operators  Association  rather 
than  sign  a  master  contract  negotiated 
between  the  owners'  group  and  the  union 
early  in  1988.  The  strike  centers  around 
Pittston's  decision  to  cut  back  on  medical 
benefits  for  retired  and  disabled  miners 
and  their  widows. 


Pittston  president  Michael  Odom 

complained  that  the  religious  leaders 

were  not  listening  to  Pittston's  side  of 
the  dispute. 

Among  Presbyterian  signers  of  the 
statement  were  the  Rev.  James  E. 
Andrews,  stated  clerk  of  the  General 
Assembly;  the  Rev.  Vernon  S.  Broyles 
III,  associate  for  church  and  public  issues 
in  the  Social  Justice  and  Peacemaking 
Unit;  Belle  Miller  McMaster,  director  of 
the  Social  Justice  and  Peacemaking  Unit; 
Colleen  Shannon,  coordinator  of  the 
Presbyterian  Hunger  Program;  and 
others. 


October  1989,  The  Presbyterian  N< 


Preserving  God's  creation:  churches  can  act  directly 
to  be  more  responsible  stewards  of  the  environment 


By  Wayne  Ruddock 

During  the  winter  of  1989  my  wife 
Jeanne  and  I,  both  ordained  elders  of 
Towson  Church  in  Towson,  Md.,  were 
wondering  what  we  could  do  to  make 
our  church  more  conscious  of  the 
Christian's  responsibility  toward  the 
environment.  We  decided  that  an  effort 
should  be  made  through  the  session  to 
get  the  church  to  do  some  small  things 
which  would  be  symbolic  and  would 
show  that  we  really  believe  we  are  called 
to  be  stewards  of  God's  creation. 

We  concluded  that  the  first  thing  to 
do  was  get  the  church  to  discontinue 
use  of  Styrofoam  cups  at  the  coffee  hour 
between  services  each  Sunday.  This 
change  was  selected  because  it  would 
be  highly  visible  to  the  congregation. 
Many  members  of  the  congregation, 
including  most  newer  members,  regu- 
larly attend  the  coffee  hour  to  meet  and 
talk  to  friends  and  to  get  to  know 
people.  Almost  all  active  members  of 
the  church  go  to  the  coffee  hour  once 
in  a  while,  so  this  change  would  be 
quickly  noticed  by  the  most  vital 
segment  of  the  congregation. 

The  change  was  also  easy  for  anyone 
to  understand,  and  it  touched  on  a 
number  of  environmental  issues  at 
once:  Styrofoam  (expanded  polysty- 
rene plastic)  is  made  from  petroleum, 
a  non-renewable  resource;  the  manu- 
facture of  Styrofoam  releases  "green- 
house" gases,  some  of  which  also 
destroy  ozone  in  the  stratosphere; 
Styrofoam  manufacture  involves  health 
hazards  for  workers;  Styrofoam  does 


not  decompose  in  landfills  and  produ- 
ces toxic  gases  when  incinerated.  The 
church  already  had  plenty  of  china  cups 
so  the  alternative  was  simple  and  easy 
to  implement. 

As  we  thought  about  this  we  realized 
that  the  church  should  have  a  policy 
which  committed  it  to  preserving  the 

GUEST  COMMENTARY 

environment.  We  believed  that  an 
environmental  policy  for  the  church, 
when  implemented  in  ways  visible  to 
the  congregation,  would  raise  the 
consciousness  of  the  congregation 
concerning  responsibility  toward  the 
environment;  therefore,  we  wrote  the 
following  environmental  policy  for  the 
church: 

God  gave  people  responsibility  for 
the  use  and  care  of  the  earth  and  all 
life  upon  it.  To  be  faithful  stewards, 
it  is  necessary  to  coexist  with  and 
safeguard  all  of  God's  creation. 

In  order  to  be  faithful  to  God,  the 
Towson  Presbyterian  Church  adopts 
the  policy  that  in  everything  we  do,  or 
allow  others  to  do,  in  this  church  we 
will  work  toward  a  cleaner,  safer 
environment.  We  will  use,  whenever 
possible,  products  made  from  renew- 
able resources;  and,  will  sustain  an 
effort  to  find  new  ways  to  preserve 
God's  creation. 

To  begin  to  conform  with  this  policy, 
we  proposed  the  following  actions  to 
be  taken  by  the  session: 


1.  That  Towson  Church  discontinue 
purchase  and  use  of  Styrofoam  pro- 
ducts of  any  kind  throughout  the 
church.  As  a  first  step  china  cups  or 
mugs  and  biodegradable  paper  pro- 
ducts should  be  used  for  the  coffee  hour. 

2.  That  the  trustees  begin  to  apply 
the  policy  to  all  groups  (church  and 
non-church)  using  the  church  facilities. 

3.  That  Towson  Church  use  100 
percent  minimum-impact  (minimally 
processed)  recycled  paper  products 
wherever  possible  and  paper  with  at 
least  50  percent  recycled  paper  content 
for  all  other  uses. 

At  the  regular  meeting  of  the  session 
on  April  19,  it  adopted  the  environmen- 
tal policy  statement.  Action  was  also 
taken  to: 

1.  Discontinue  purchase  and  use  of 
Styrofoam  products  of  any  kind 
throughout  the  church. 

2.  Direct  the  board  of  trustees  to 
begin  to  apply  the  policy  to  all  groups 
(church  and  non-church)  using  the 
church  facilities. 

The  session  also  directed  Jeanne  to 
obtain  cost  information  on  recycled 
paper. 

As  soon  as  this  action  was  taken  we 
began  to  use  china  cups  for  the  coffee 
hour.  A  newsletter  article  announced 
the  policy  adopted  by  the  session  and 
explained  the  steps  planned  to  imple- 
ment it. 

At  its  May  17  meeting  the  session 
took  action  to  specify  the  use  of  100 
percent  minimum-impact  recycled 
paper  products  whenever  possible  and 
paper  with  at  least  50  percent  recycled 


content  for  all  other  uses,  and  that  the 
statement  "printed  on  recycled  paper" 
be  used  whenever  possible.  In  October 
we  expect  to  begin  to  print  our  news- 
letter on  100  percent  minimum-impact 
recycled  paper  from  Conservatree 
Paper  Company,  and  it  appears  that 
we  will  save  money  by  doing  this. 

Jeanne  and  I  continued  to  think  that 
the  Presbyterian  Church  could  provide 
positive  guidance  to  its  churches,  and 
people,  in  responsibility  toward  the 
environment.  It  seemed  to  us  an  attempt 
should  be  made  to  get  the  entire 
Presbyterian  Church  on  record  by 
asking  all  ruling  bodies  throughout  the 
church  to  adopt  a  policy  on  responsi- 
bility toward  the  environment.  I  wrote 
an  overture,  for  the  Towson  session,  to 
the  Presbytery  of  Baltimore  citing  the 
policy  Towson  had  adopted  and  re- 
questing that  the  presbytery  adopt  it, 
and  overture  higher  governing  bodies 
to  do  so  as  well. 

The  session  on  June  21  voted  to 
forward  the  overture  to  presbytery.  It 
was  read  at  the  June  22  meeting  of 
Baltimore  Presbytery  and  referred  to 
the  Peace  and  Justice  Committee.  It  was 
expected  to  be  acted  upon  in  the 
committee  September  18  and  come 
back  to  the  floor  with  a  recommenda- 
tion from  the  committee  at  the  Septem- 
ber presbytery  meeting. 

Are  you  doing  what  you  can  to 
preserve  God's  creation?  You  can  make 
a  difference.  Why  not  write  an  envir- 
onmental policy  for  your  church  and 
work  to  implement  it?  It  is  easy  and 
very  satisfying. 


Interim  minister  becoming  more  important  in  the  church 


By  Robert  Bolt 

Editor's  note:  This  article 
appeared  on  the  New  Castle 
Presbytery  page  in  The  Presby- 
terian News  in  June. 

The  role  of  interim  pastor  has 
increased  among  the  churches  of 
New  Castle  Presbytery,  and 
throughout  the  denomination. 
Changes  are  happening  in  how 
that  role  is  defined  by  the  Book 
of  Order. 

One  observation  is  that  the 
whole  area  of  interim  pastors  has 
been  changing  rapidly  in  our 
denomination.  It's  no  wonder  that 
there's  a  lack  of  clarity  on  the 
topic.  Lately  it  seems  that  each 
new  edition  of  the  Book  of  Order 
contains  changes  that  are  mandat- 
ed on  the  subject.  Even  an  edition 
of  the  Book  of  Order  that  is  only 
one  year  out  of  date  is  inaccurate. 

There  are  significant  distinc- 
tions between  the  position  of 
interim  pastor  and  stated  supply. 
The  1988-89  Book  of  Order, 
section  G- 14.05 13  which  is  headed 
Temporary  Pastoral  Relations, 
says  the  following: 

"A  stated  supply  is  a  minister 
appointed  by  the  presbytery,  after 
consultation  with  the  session  to 
perform  the  functions  of  a  pastor 
in  a  church.  The  relation  shall  be 
established  only  by  the  presbytery 
and  shall  extend  for  a  period  not 
to  exceed  twelve  months  at  a  time. 
A  stated  supply  shall  not  be 
reappointed  until  the  presbytery, 
through  its  committee  on  minis- 
try, has  reviewed  her  or  his 
effectiveness.  A  stated  supply  who 
is  a  member  of  the  presbytery  may, 
with  the  presbytery's  approval, 
serve  as  the  moderator  of  the 
session. 

"An  interim  pastor  is  a  minister 
invited  by  the  sesssion  of  a  church 
without  an  installed  pastor  to 


preach  the  Word,  administer  the 
Sacraments,  and  fulfill  pastoral 
duties  not  to  exceed  twelve 
months  at  a  time,  while  the  church 
is  seeking  a  pastor.  The  session 
may  not  secure  an  interim  pastor 
without  seeking  the  counsel  of 
presbytery  through  its  committee 
on  ministry.  A  minister  may  not 
be  called  to  be  the  next  installed 
pastor  or  associate  pastor  of  a 
church  served  as  interim  pastor." 

The  Rev.  John  B.  Shaw,  stated 
clerk  of  New  Castle  Presbytery, 
contacted  the  stated  clerk's  office 
of  the  General  Assembly  for 
clarification  about  the  office  of 
interim  pastor.  Two  items  were  of 
specific  interest:  there  has  been  a 
ruling  by  the  stated  clerk's  office 
that  a  presbytery  cannot  change 
the  position  of  an  interim  pastor 
to  that  of  stated  supply  in  order 
that  he  or  she  might  then  be  able 
to  be  called  as  pastor.  This  was 
seen  to  be  in  conflict  with  the  spirit 
of  the  Book  of  Order's  provision 
that  does  not  permit  interims  to 
be  called  as  next  pastor. 

The  second  question  concerned 
any  "grandfather"  provisions  that 
might  apply.  Since  the  Book  of 
Order  had  previously  allowed  an 
interim  to  be  called  as  pastor  after 
a  period  of  six  months  had 
elapsed,  could  an  interim,  who 
began  service  while  the  former 
provision  was  in  effect,  be  called 
under  the  terms  of  that  provision? 
The  ruling  of  the  Office  of  the 
Stated  Clerk  was  that  grandfather 
provisions  only  apply  when  they 
are  specfically  made  a  part  of  the 
Book  of  Order,  and  this  has  not 
been  provided  for  in  the  section 
relating  to  interims. 

It's  important  to  understand 
why  the  denomination  has 
changed  the  rules  that  apply  to 
interim  pastors.  Since  the  interim 
pastor  is  selected  by  the  session, 


"What  if  we  per- 
ceive that  it  is  God's 
will  that  our  interim 
be  our  next  pastor?" 

it  does  not  follow  the  normal 
search  of  a  Pastor  Nominating 
Committee.  Therefore  the  congre- 
gation does  not  have  the  required 
role  in  the  selection.  In  addition, 
the  open  hiring  process  that  the 
church  is  expected  to  follow  is  af- 
fected when  a  church  attempts  to 
call  an  interim.  By  virtue  of  being 
on  the  scene,  the  interim  has  an 
unfair  advantage  over  another 
candidate. 

In  addition,  it  hinders  and 
delays  the  work  of  the  Pastor 
Nominating  Committee,  which 
might  have  to  wait  to  see  if  enough 
people  seem  to  like  the  interim 
before  it  could  proceed  with  its 
work.  In  addition,  there  are 
frequently  some  people  who  are 
willing  to  tolerate  an  interim 
because  they  know  that  this  is  not 
the  regularly  called  pastor.  Some 
of  these  people  may  feel  betrayed 
if  the  interim  becomes  the  pastor. 

There's  another  dimension  as 
well.  The  growing  experience  of 
the  church  with  interim  pastors 
has  demonstrated  that  there  are 
clear  roles  and  expectations  for 
the  ministry  of  an  interim.  The  in- 
terim is  in  a  highly  intentional  "in- 
between-times"  ministry  among 
the  people  that  is  similar  to  the 
role  of  John  the  Baptist.  It  is  a 
valid  ministry  of  preparation. 

In  the  case  of  John  the  Baptist, 
it  was  to  prepare  the  way  for  Jesus 
Christ.  "He  must  increase,  but  I 
must  decrease."  In  the  case  of  an 
interim  pastor,  the  role  must  be 
to  assist  the  congregation  through 
the  normal  grief  process  following 
the  departure  of  a  pastor,  to  help 


the  session  and  church  leaders  and 
members  to  work  through  any 
unfinished  business,  to  open  up 
the  possibility  of  changes  that  will 
make  the  work  of  the  next  pastor 
easier,  and  in  the  midst  of  all  of 
this,  to  provide  the  normal  con- 
tinuity of  preaching  and  pastoral 
services  that  all  members  expect. 

The  necessary  work  may  not  be 
accomplished  if  an  interim  feels 
that  by  overlooking  a  particular 
problem  he  or  she  could  increase 
the  likelihood  of  becoming  the 
next  pastor.  Frequently,  a  gentle 
rocking  of  the  boat  is  required  of 
an  interim.  By  being  clear  that  the 
interim  cannot  be  the  next  called 
pastor  of  the  church,  all  parties 
are  free  to  work  at  the  essential 
tasks  that  each  must  accomplish. 

Interim  pastors  come  from 
several  sources.  Some  are  retired 
pastors  who  continue  to  provide 
service  as  interims.  Some  interims 
are  in  the  early  stages  of  their 
ministry  and  see  the  opportunity 
of  being  an  interim  as  a  way  of 
broadening  their  experience  and 
providing  a  strong  base  for  the 
more  permanent  future  call  that 
they  desire. 

Some  are  intentional  interims 
who  have  specifically  chose  this 
path  of  ministry  after  some  years 
of  pastoral  experience  as  a  way 
of  sharing  what  they  have  learned. 
Many  interims  have  had  highly 
specialized  training. 

It  takes  a  special  kind  of  person 
to  be  willing  and  able  to  be  an 
interim,  to  become  involved 
quickly  in  the  life  of  a  congrega- 
tion. Because  interims'  time  is 
limited,  they  bring  with  them  an 
energy  and  intensity  that  is  espe- 
cially appreciated.  The  greater  the 
sense  of  appreciation,  the  more 
likely  that  the  church  members 
will  desire  that  the  interim  become 
the  pastor. 


The  compliments  that  come  to 
the  interim  are  a  mark  of  the 
effectiveness  of  the  ministry.  But 
the  interim  needs  to  be  clear  that 
his  or  her  role  is  to  be  a  "non- 
anxious  presence"  who  helps  the 
congregation  make  the  transition 
to  the  new  ministry  with  the  called 
pastor  that  the  Pastor  Nominating 
Committee  is  seeking. 

We  have  a  regular  gathering  of 
interim  pastors  in  the  presbytery 
in  order  to  provide  a  support 
group  where  the  particular  prob- 
lems and  concerns  of  interims  can 
be  shared.  At  several  of  these 
meetings,  interim  pastors  have 
shared  the  joy  that  they  find  in 
this  ministry;  and  the  moments  of 
sorrow  that  they  experience  when 
they,  too,  desire  that  such  a 
relationship  might  continue.  Pro- 
fessionally and  personally  they 
support  and  encourage  each  other 
in  this  special  ministry. 

I  met  with  a  church  recently  that 
asked  me  about  interim  pastors. 
After  I  had  explained  to  the 
session  that  an  interim  pastor 
could  not  be  called  as  the  pastor, 
one  of  them  said,  "What  if  we 
perceive  that  it  is  God's  will  that 
our  interim  be  our  next  pastor?" 

I  responded  that  I  believed  that 
is  was  possible  to  discover  God's 
will  in  a  way  that  did  not  conflict 
with  the  Book  of  Order.  That's 
how  we  as  Presbyterians  have 
attempted  to  order  our  denomi- 
nation. It  is  in  response  to  our 
understanding  of  the  Word,  and 
the  will  of  God,  that  we  shaped 
the  policies  and  provisions  that 
govern  our  churches. 

In  our  understanding  of  minis- 
try and  the  variety  of  gifts  of  the 
Spirit,  the  role  of  the  interim 
pastor  is  one  of  the  new  gifts  to 
the  church.  We  are  still  discover- 
ing how  to  use  that  gift  most 
effectively. 
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Spiritual  growth  is  major 
part  of  campus  ministry 


"I  just  don't  know  what  I  believe  anymore 
but  I  know  I  don't  believe  some  of  the  things 
I'm  supposed  to."  Such  words  of  thought  were 
shared  by  Sharon  with  Bob  Haywood,  campus 
minister  at  the  University  of  North  Carolina 
at  Wilmington. 

Referred  by  a  member  of  the  faculty  as  a 
student  who  was  having  a  "hard  time,"  Sharon 
had  agreed  to  meet  with  Bob.  She  wanted  to 
talk  about  how  she  was  raised  in  a  very 
conservative  church  by  very  conservative 
parents.  Now,  in  her  freshman  year  at  UNCW, 
she  was  still  living  at  home  but  finding  her 
spiritual  life  in  a  jumble  along  with  a  good 
deal  of  stress  from  family  dynamics. 

Her  words  tumbled  out  as  she  discovered 
she  could  share  her  struggle  and  have  that 
struggle  heard  and  accepted.  She  agreed  to  meet 
with  Bob  once  a  week  and  for  two  or  three 
months  struggled  to  shift  her  thoughts  from 
what  she  was  supposed  to  believe  to  trying  to 
articulate  what  her  own  personal  beliefs  were. 
The  sessions  became  a  place  for  her  to  feel  safe 
to  be  herself  and  to  explore  her  own  thoughts. 

During  the  same  period  she  sought  and 
secured  a  job  and  began  to  make  plans  to  move 
out  on  her  own  at  the  end  of  the  school  year 
with  her  parents'  agreement.  Following  these 
first  three  months.  Bob  and  Sharon  shifted  to 
a  one-on-one  Bible  study  where  the  consistent 
question  from  Bob  to  Sharon  was,  "What  do 
you  think  this  passage  means?"  After  she 
struggled  to  articulate  her  understanding,  Bob 
would  make  comments  and  provide  biblical 
information  and,  perhaps,  share  something  of 
his  understanding. 

At  the  end  of  the  semester  she  came  to  her 
first  Fellowship  of  Christian  University 
Students  meeting,  a  picnic  at  the  beach  where 
she  found  some  acceptance  and  communicated 
an  interest  in  being  involved  this  fall. 


On  Campus 

Ministries  in  Higher  Education 

This  abbreviated  story  illustrates  the  process 
of  campus  ministry  aiding  in  the  personal  and 
spiritual  formation  of  a  young  adult.  Spiritual 
formation  describes  the  appropriate  process  of 
a  young  adult  internalizing  the  religion  he  or 
she  has  been  taught  and  coming  to  grips  with 
faith  on  a  more  personal  and  intentional  level. 
Such  works  stand  at  the  heart  of  campus 
ministry,  although  campus  ministry  incorpo- 
rates much  more  than  this. 

Spiritual  formation  is  one  part  of  United 
Christian  Campus  Ministry  at  the  University 
of  North  Carolina  at  Wilmington.  Bob  Hay- 
wood, an  ordained  Presbyterian  minister, 
works  at  this  campus  on  behalf  of  Presbyter- 
ians, Methodists,  Episcopalians,  Disciples  of 
Christ,  Lutherans,  and  Baptists.  The  ministry 
is  wide-ranging,  involving  retreats,  trips  to 
Washington,  D.C.,  and  the  Bahamas,  counsel- 
ing, work  with  the  Student  Affairs  Division, 
training  residence  life  staff,  working  with 
orientation,  and  serving  on  the  chancellor's 
Human  Relations  Task  Force. 

"I  really  enjoy  all  of  my  work,"  Haywood 
said,  "but  at  the  heart  of  it,  for  me,  is  the  chance 
to  be  involved  in  the  spiritual  formation  of  a 
college  student  over  time.  These  are  the  ones 
whom  I  remmember  over  25  years  of  campus 
ministry  as,  perhaps,  the  ones  for  whom  my 
ministry  has  been  most  helpful." 

Campus  ministry  like  this  and  in  many  other 
ways  is  taking  place  all  over  the  synod.  If  you 
have  any  students  going  to  universities  in  our 
synod,  send  their  name,  school,  and  school 
address  to  Campus  Ministry,  P.O.  Box  27026, 
Richmond,  Va.  23261. 

"On  Campus"  is  a  periodic  feature  on  the 
synod's  campus  ministries,  written  by  the 
campus  ministers. 


Video  helps  churches 
deal  with  drug  abuse 


A  video  for  congregations  that 
want  to  act  on  alcoholism  and 
drug  abuse  among  their  mem- 
berships but  are  not  sure  what 
to  do  is  available.  "Is  There  An 
Elephant  in  Your  Sanctuary?"  is 
26  minutes  long. 

Sponsors  are  Parkside  Med- 
ical Services  Corp.  and  the 
Presbyterian  Network  on  Alco- 
hol and  Drug  Abuse.  Also  coop- 
erating in  production  were  the 
National  Episcopal  Coalition  on 
Alcohol  and  Drugs  and  the 
Evangelical  Lutheran  Church's 
Division  for  Congregational 
Life.  Interlink  Video  Produc- 
tions produced  it. 

Sponsors  suggest  several  ways 
churches  can  use  the  video: 

•  at  meetings  of  governing 


boards  in  support  of  church 
business  relating  to  the  topic; 

•  at  meetings  of  congrega- 
tional-life, community-out- 
reach, or  evangelism  committees 
to  stimulate  discussion; 

•  at  an  adult  education  sem- 
inar on  drugs  and  alcohol; 

•  in  small  discussion  groups 
discussing  one  topic  each  eve- 
ning; 

•  at  congregational  dinners  as 
part  of  a  program  on  alcohol  and 
drug  abuse. 

The  cost  is  $22.85  per  tape, 
which  includes  postage  and 
handling.  Order  from  Interlink 
Video  Productions,  P.O.  Box 
1004,  Merchantville,  N.J.  08109 
(telephone  609-662-1150). 


Film  celebrates  Vitality' 
of  mainline  churches 


Ohler's  prayers  cast  in  poetic  style 


In  the  face  of  long-term  de- 
clines in  membership  of  "main- 
line" churches,  a  film  celebrates 
"the  continuing  vitality"  of  such 
churches.  "Alive  &  Well"  is 
available  for  rental  or  purchase. 

It  covers  new  ways  in  which 
mainline  denominations  re- 
spond to  changing  American  life 
in  the  context  of  those  losses. 
The  film  presents  four  ministries 
"illustrating  how  the  church 
reaches  out  to  people  to  meet 
human  and  spiritual  needs." 

Two  of  the  four  stories  involve 
Presbyterian  ministers  involved 
in  new  projects.  Jim  Howell  is 
a  mobile  minister  who  becomes 
a  pastor  to  isolated  people;  Paul 
Strawn  starts  a  new  church  in 
a  growing  suburban  community. 

The  other  two  stories  are 


A  collection  of  prayers  in 
poetic  style  by  the  Rev.  Fred- 
erick Ohler  will  be  published  this 
fall  by  the  Westminster/ John 
Knox  Press,  the  denominational 
publisher  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church  (U.S.A.)  Ohler  is  chair 
of  the  department  of  religion  and 
philosophy  at  Warren  Wilson 
College  in  Swannanoa,  N.C., 
and  pastor  of  the  Warren  Wilson 
Presbyterian  Church  and  Col- 


lege Chapel. 

The  book  is  Better  Than  Nice 
and  Other  Unconventional 
Prayers.  The  prayers  concern 
"being  thankful,  opening  the 
senses,  asking  forgiveness,  living 
life  fully,  being  aware  of  human 
limitations  and  abilities,"  said 
Beverly  Ohler,  the  book's  editor 
and  the  author's  wife.  Their 
daughter,  Lisa,  illustrated  the 
book. 


The  collection  comprises 
prayers  Ohler  wrote  during  30 
years  at  Warren  Wilson.  He  said 
he  wrote  them  in  response  to 
"real  needs  on  specific  occasions 
in  a  special  congregation  resid- 
ing in  a  unique  community." 

A  sample  from  the  collection 
is:  "In  creation's  chorus/ still 
listen/for  our  small  voice/hear 
our  simple  song/ and  note  our 
part." 


about  a  Methodist  couple  work- 
ing as  pastors  in  an  ecumenical 
congregation  and  a  Methodist 
Korean  congregation. 

"Alive  &  Well"  is  available  in 
16  millimeter  film  or  in  VHS 
videotape.  The  film  lasts  27 
minutes  and  is  in  color. 

Graley  Taylor  was  cinemato- 
grapher  and  editor.  The  Rel- 
gious  Broadcasting  Commission 
produced  the  film. 

Sponsors  include  the  Presby- 
terian Church  (U.S. A),  the 
Evangelical  Lutheran  Church  in 
America,  and  the  United  Meth- 
odist Church. 

For  more  information,  con- 
tact the  Religious  Broadcasting 
Commission,  500  Wall  Street, 
Suite  415,  Seattle,  Wash.  98121 
(telephone  206-441-6110). 


Kids  rephrase  Lord's  Prayer 


From  "In  This  Corner, "  by 
Marj  Carpenter,  in  News  Briefs 
of  the  General  Assembly's  Office 
of  News  Services. 

A  new  Sunday  School  teacher 
had  to  iron  out  some  problems 
in  a  children's  class  with  the 
Lord's  Prayer,  the  United  Pres- 


byterian Church  of  Timnath, 
Col.,  reported. 

One  child  prayed,  "Howard  be 
thy  name."  Another  asked  God, 
"Lead  us  not  into  Penn  Station." 
Still  another  wanted  to  know, 
"Our  Father,  who  art  in  heaven, 
how'd  you  know  my  name?" 


Westminster-Canterbury 
of  Winchester 

Information  and  Admissions 

956  Westminster-Canterbury  Drive 

Winchester,  VA  22601 

(703)  665-0156 

(800)  492-9463  Toll-free  in  VA 

Name 
Address 

Telephone  pn  io'B9 


What  do 
you  see 

in  this 

picture? 


Your  interpretation  will  be 
colored  by  personal 
experiences.  For  some,  it  will 
suggest  evening  hours — 
private  to  the  point  of 
loneliness.  That  is  often  the 
reality  of  living  alone. 

At  Westminster-Canterbury 
of  Winchester,  people  enjoy 
community  living  in  the  best 
sense  of  the  words.  Privacy 
and  fellowship,  freedom  and 
security — it  adds  up  to  a 
fulfilling  retirement.  We're  a 
non-profit  life  care 
retirement  community  and 
we  appreciate  your  interest. 


ADVERTISE 
In 
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You  Haven't 
Changed 
In  Years! 

Are  they  saying  this 
about  you? 
To  find  out  more  about 
how  you  can  make 
learning,  growing  and 
changing  a  lifelong  ex- 
perience, contact  us. 

Please  send  me  more  informa- 
tion about  Montreat's  programs 
and  facilities. 


Name 


Address 
City  


State 


Zip 


Mail  to: 

Montreat  Conference  Center 
Post  Office  Box  969 
Montreat,  NC  28757 
704-669-291 1 


Romero  traces 
martyr's  heroism 

Romero  (Four  Seasons  Entertaiment)  depicts  the  last 
three  years  in  the  life  of  the  Salvadoran  bishop  who 
became  archbishop  in  1977  and  was  assassinated  on 
March  24,  1980,  in  San  Salvador's  Divine  Providence 
Hospital  Chapel.  In  this  stirring  biodrama  written  by 
John  Sacret  Young,  creator  of  the  China  Beach 
television  series,  and  directed  by  Australian  John 
Duigan,  we  see  the  radicalization  of  a  moderate 
Catholic  intellectual  as  he  is  exposed  to  the  violence 
and  human  suffering  in  his  country. 

FILM  REVIEW 

Raul  Julia  puts  in  a  well-modulated  performance  as 
this  man  of  God  who  is  emboldened  to  take  a  stand 
by  shocking  events,  including  the  death  squad 
assassination  of  a  colleague  (Richard  Jordan),  the 
murder  by  torture  of  another  priest  (Alejandro  Bracho), 
and  the  killing  of  a  young  woman  leader  of  a  Christian 
base  community  (Lucia  Reina).  Although  Romero 
begins  his  service  as  archbishop  with  the  support  of 
the  rich  and  powerful  Catholics  of  El  Salvador's  ruling 
class,  including  the  wife  of  the  Minister  of  Agriculture 
(Ana  Alicia),  near  the  end  of  his  life,  he  has  evolved 
into  an  outspoken  advocate  of  the  poor  and  oppressed 
peasants. 

Time  and  time  again,  the  Archbishop  celebrates  the 
Eucharist  in  the  face  of  terror,  demonstrating  how  faith 
can  be  a  source  of  renewal  and  create  strength  through 
solidarity. 

Copyright  1989  (C)  by  Cultural  Information  Service 
(CIStems,  Inc.)  Reprinted  by  permission. 


The  Presbyterian  News,  October  1989,  P 


PEOPLE 

The  Rev.  Syngman  Rhee 

has  been  nominated  presi- 
dent-elect of  the  National 
Council  of  Churches.  If  elect- 
ed by  the  Governing  Board 
when  it  meets  in  November, 
Rhee  will  serve  as  president- 
elect in  1990-91  and  as  NCC 
president  in  1992-93. 

Rhee  is  an  ordained  min- 
ister of  the  Presbyterian 
Church  (U.S.A.)  and  associ- 
ate director  of  the  Global 
Mission  Ministry  Unit  in 
Louisville. 

Dr.  Billy  Wireman,  presi- 
dent of  Queens  College  in 
Charlotte,  N.C.,  has  been 
appointed  chair  of  the  Char- 
lotte-Mecklenburg Commu- 
nity Relations  Committee. 

Dr.  Robert  Albright,  pres- 
ident of  Johnson  C.  Smith 
University  in  Charlotte,  will 
be  one  of  15  American  college 
presidents  meeting  European 
counterparts  at  a  meeting  in 
late  October  in  Connecticut. 
The  university  has  also  an- 
nounced that  Dr.  Geneva 
Taylor  is  the  new  director  of 
federal  grants  and  contracts. 

Helen  Gary  Gordon  died 
July  25  in  Washington  D.C. 
Memorial  services  were  held  at 
the  Presbyterian  Home  in 
Washington  and  also  in  Cam- 
pinas and  Rio  Verde,  Brazil, 
where  she  lived  most  of  her  life. 

She  served  as  a  Methodist 
missionary  in  Bolivia  and 
Chile  before  marrying  Dr. 
Donald  C.  Gordon  in  1929; 
they  served  as  Methodist 
missionaries  in  Peru.  The 
Presbyterian  Church  called 
them  to  medical  mission  in 
Brazil  that  year. 

Forrest  Palmer,  a  certified 
Christian  educator  from 
Charlotte,  N.C.,  has  become 
chair  of  the  advisory  board 
for  Presbyterian  Survey,  the 
denominational  magazine. 
He  succeeds  Samuel  Moak, 
an  elder  from  Chester,  Va. 

Phillip  Young  from  New- 
dale  Church  in  Burnsville, 
N.C.,  has  been  recognized  for 
his  service  in  the  Synod  of  the 
Southwest,  at  Menaul  (N.M.) 
School,  a  Presbyterian  mis- 
sion school. 


What  are  we 
measuring? 

Although  consultant  Ed- 
ward White  led  the  Synod 
Council  through  a  process  of 
setting  priorities  following  or- 
ganizational principles,  he  cau- 
tioned that  the  church  needs  to 
be  careful  in  such  cases. 

"The  church  has  gotten 
into  a  great  deal  of  trouble 
taking  complex  organization- 
al ideas  from  government  and 
business  and  simply  translat- 
ing them  to  the  church,"  he 
said.  The  latter  cannot  meet 
for  great  lengths  of  time  to 
go  over  matters  piece  by 
piece;  in  addition,  he  said, 
"many  of  the  church's  pur- 
poses involve  intangibles." 

White  cited  a  committee 
that  decided  that  within  a 
year,  "at  least  40  percent  of 
the  members  would  grow 
spiritually  25  percent." 

Later  he  noted,  the  General 
Assembly  in  compiling  its 
annual  statistical  report  al- 
ways asks  congregations  for 
numbers.  "It  never  asks,  'Is 
anything  significant  happen- 
ing in  your  church?'  "  he  said. 


Wood  sculptures,  400-year-old  Bibles 
highlight  Montreat  historical  exhibits 


By  David  McCullough 

Of  more  than  passing  interest 
to  visitors  are  four  exhibits  now 
on  display  at  the  Presbyterian 
Church  (U.S.A.)  Department  of 
History  in  Montreat,  N.C.  (the 
Presbyterian  Study  Center). 

The  exhibits  are  wood  sculp- 
tures by  a  Montreat  artist,  an 
exhibition  of  seven  English- 
language  Bibles  printed  in  Eu- 
rope between  1540-1611,  an 
exhibit  of  80  rare  communion 
tokens  minted  by  American 
churches,  and  eight  watercolors 
of  pre-Revolutionary  War 
churches  of  Old  Mecklenburg 
County,  North  Carolina. 

One  section  of  the  Boggs 
Museum  is  set  aside  to  display 
more  than  25  "scenes  from  the 
Gospels"  which  Dr.  John  Mack 
Walker  Jr.  has  carved  during  the 
past  15  years,  particularly  fol- 
lowing his  retirement  as  a  pastor. 

The  Gospel  scenes  are  taken 
from  the  life  of  Christ,  and  the 
figures  are  portrayed  in  modern 
dress  and  appearance.  Walker 
used  ordinary  people  as  models, 
particularly  Appalachian  moun- 
tain people  whom  he  has  known 
all  his  life.  Walker  spends  four 
to  six  months  to  shape  the 
figures  in  a  solid  block  of  wood. 
He  uses  walnut  and  tropical  and 
African  hardwoods. 

One  of  the  earliest  carvings  on 
display  is  "The  Adoration  of  the 
Shepherds,"  patterned  after  an 
etching  by  Rembrandt. 

The  aim  of  Walker's  works, 
said  Robert  Benedetto,  deputy 
director  of  the  Department  of 
History,  is  to  emphasize  that  the 
Gospel  stories  are  always  con- 


The  wood  sculptures  of  the  Rev.  John  Mack 
Walker,  telling  the  Gospel  through  Appala- 


chian figures,  draw  the  attendtion  of  Jerry 
Gillette  (left)  and  Robert  Benedetto. 


temporary. 

The  seven  great  English  Bibles 
on  display  are  part  of  the  mu- 
seum's permanent  collection. 
Included  are: 

Great  Bible  (1540),  which 
contains  a  preface  by  Archbish- 
op Cranmer. 

Matthew's  Bible  (1549),  writ- 
ten by  John  Rogers,  who  later 
suffered  martyrdom  for  his 
theological  views. 

Coverdale  Bible  (1550),  whose 
version  of  the  Psalms  was  used 
for  centuries  in  the  Anglican 
Book  of  Common  Prayer. 

Geneva  Bible  (1550),  some- 
times called  the  "Breeches  Bible" 
because  of  the  translation  of 
Genesis  3:7 — "Then  the  eyes  of 
them  both  were  opened,  they 


knew  that  they  were  naked,  and 
they  sewed  fig  leaves  together, 
and  made  themselves  breeches." 

Bishops'  Bible  (1572),  whose 
translators  included  nine  Angli- 
can bishops  and  was  produced 
in  a  large  two-volume  edition 
containing  the  Apocrypha. 

Great  Polyglot  (1599),  whose 
two-volume  New  Testament 
contains  12  languages  in  six 
parallel  columns. 

King  James  Bible  (1611), 
whose  printing  was  authorized 
by  King  James  and  is  considered 
a  literary  masterpiece. 

The  third  exhibit  displays 
Presbyterian  communion  tokens 
of  the  past  three  centuries.  For 
over  300  years,  Presbyterian 
churches  distributed  commu- 


nion tokens  to  members  who 
were  preparing  for  the  sacra- 
ment of  the  Lord's  Supper. 

The  Department  of  History's 
Musuem  has  a  collection  of 
more  than  18,000  such  commu- 
nion tokens.  Some  Presbyterian 
churches  in  Canada  still  actively 
use  the  tokens,  said  acting 
director  Jerry  Gillette. 

The  fourth  exhibit  displays 
watercolors  of  eight  pre-Revo- 
lutionary War  Presbyterian 
churches  by  Al  Fincher,  who  has 
taught  at  the  Chicago  Academy 
and  the  Mint  Museum  in  Char- 
lotte. Included  is  the  "Sugar 
Creek"  Church  in  Charlotte,  or- 
ganized in  1755,  and  other 
churches  in  Concord,  Hunters- 
ville,  Mt.  Mourne,  and  Matthews. 


Mary  Baldwin  tennis  coach  wins  national  award 


The  tennis  coach  at  Mary 
Baldwin  College,  Lois  Black- 
burn, has  received  the  Wilson 
Coach  of  the  Year  for  Division 
III  schools  in  the  National 
Collegiate  Athletic  Association 
(NCAA).  She  was  chosen  best 


coach  in  the  country  among  270 
Division  III  schools  with  wom- 
en's tennis  programs. 

Earlier  in  the  year,  she  was 
named  South  Region  Coach  of 
the  Year. 

Blackburn  has  been  coach  at 


Mary  Baldwin  for  20  years,  all 
winning  seasons.  Many  of  her 
teams  and  players  have  received 
awards  for  sportsmanship. 

An  expert  on  planning  and 
conducting  tennis  tournaments, 
she  has  written  many  articles  on 


the  topic,  as  well  as  a  book  now 
in  its  third  edition. 

Mary  Baldwin  is  a  Presbyte- 
rian college  for  women  in  Staun- 
ton, Va.,  which  the  synod  sup- 
ports. 


Priorities  for  new  mission  established 


continued  from  page  1 

what  it  might  be  as  a  commu- 
nity," he  said. 

And  during  the  discussion  of 
priorities,  council  members 
spent  considerable  time  talking 
when  someone  raised  the  issue 
of  race.  The  Rev.  Carlton  Evers- 
ley  of  Winston-Salem,  N.C,  said 
he  knew  that  some  people  in 
North  Carolina  deliberately  cut 
money  to  the  synod  "because  of 
the  race  of  the  synod  executive." 
The  Rev.  Carroll  Jenkins,  synod 
executive,  is  black. 

In  regard  to  that  issue,  Grace 
Solomon  of  Charlotte,  N.C, 
said,  "We  are  covering  it  up,  but 
it  is  there." 

The  Rev.  Edward  McLeod  of 
Virginia  Beach,  Va.,  said  he  had 
heard  comments  about  cutting 
money  at  the  synod  assembly 
when  commissioners  elected 
Jenkins,  but  he  believed  most 
people  forgot  about  such  threats 
after  the  meeting.  Associate 
Executive  for  Finance  Joseph 
Pickard  added  that  tight  finan- 
cial conditions  this  year  were 
caused  by  relocation  of  offices 
and  restructure  in  the  presbyter- 
ies and  could  not  be  attributed 
to  the  racial  issue. 

When  council  members  voted 


on  priorities  among  the  possible 
kinds  of  mission  they  had  raised, 
each  member  had  10  points  to 
distribute  among  14  topics,  with 
no  more  than  five  of  the  points 
going  to  any  one  topic.  After  the 
voting,  racial  reconciliation 
topped  the  list  with  39  points. 

Among  other  topics  besides 
the  ones  ranked,  seeking  econo- 
mic justice  and  dealing  with  the 
vulnerability  of  the  family  re- 
ceived the  most  votes.  Some  of 
the  other  topics  were  the  vulner- 
ability of  the  small  church,  the 
church's  loss  of  youths,  increas- 
ing the  willingness  of  presbyter- 
ies to  support  the  synod  and 
General  Assembly,  the  impact  of 
drugs  on  our  society,  sexuality, 
and  peacemaking. 
Increasing  understanding  and 
commitment  to  church 

In  reporting  the  discussions  of 
a  small  group  focusing  on  the 
issue  of  increasing  commitment 
to  the  Presbyterian  Church, 
Anne  Triechler  of  Williamsburg, 
Va.,  noted  one  point  the  group 
raised:  "Within  the  church  itself, 
there's  a  failure  of  proclamation." 

Earlier  comments  had  raised 
related  points.  Donald  Hart  of 
Black  Mountain,  N.C,  said  his 
presbytery  had  never  asked  him 
to  report  on  the  Synod  Council 


meetings  he  attended  and  never 
asked  him  to  report  among  churches 
on  the  council's  activities. 

Consultant  White  said,  "We 
don't  take  our  elders  seriously, 
in  terms  of  training  and  prep- 
aration. We  get  what  we  ask 
for."  (As  an  example,  he  cited 
a  business  executive  who  said  his 
church  had  never  asked  him  how 
he  was  engaging  in  ministry 
through  his  career  or  expressed 
any  concern  over  related  issues.) 

Hart  said  later  that  if  the 
church  can  get  people  more 
committed  to  it  and  its  mission, 
that  commitment  would  lead  to 
more  activity  on  behalf  of  all  the 
other  kinds  of  mission  listed. 

Two  others  touched  on  an 
issue  the  topic  implies.  The  Rev. 
Lanny  Howe  of  Maryland  said 
people  in  his  church  believe  the 
higher  levels  of  the  church, 
particularly  the  General  Assem- 
bly, are  so  far  out  in  front  of 
the  average  person  that  they  are 
out  of  touch  with  reality.  Carl- 
ton Eversley,  however,  said  that 
the  Assembly  sends  out  "volu- 
minous amounts  of  material"  on 
its  positions;  the  problem,  he 
said,  is  that  pastors  don't  teach 
about  them. 
Issues  referred 

After  the  council  members 


ranked  priorities,  White  had 
them  discuss  "external  and 
internal  environments"  affecting 
what  the  synod  tries  to  do  in 
regard  to  these  topics.  Carroll 
Jenkins  then  suggested  which 
committees  to  refer  them  to: 

•  racial  reconciliation  to  the 
Racial-Ethnic  Unit  and  the 
Partnership  Development  Unit; 

•  increasing  members'  under- 
standing of  and  commitment  to 
the  church  to  the  Partnership 
Development  Unit; 

•starting  new  churches  to  the 
Partnership  Development  Unit; 

•  quality  of  life  to  the  Social 
Justice  Unit. 

The  Partnership  Develop- 
ment Unit  deals  with  all  issues 
outside  of  ones  specifically 
assigned  to  synod  committees. 
The  synod  and  its  presbyteries 
may  hold  consultations  on  such 
issues  to  determine  who  will 
engage  in  mission  and  how. 

White  suggested  that  synod 
committees  dealing  with  these 
priorities  might  more  clearly 
define  the  problems  involved 
and  propose  some  ideas  of  how 
the  synod  can  address  them. 

The  committees  will  report 
back  to  the  council  at  its  meeting 
next  April  on  their  initial  con- 
siderations. 
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AMONG  THE 
PRESBYTERIES 

News  from  around  the  Synod 


Shenandoah  enters  pact 
with  Ethiopian  synod 


By  Thomas  Grafton 

Shenandoah  Presbytery  has 
voted  to  enter  into  a  five-year 
"Fellowship"  pact  with  the 
Illubabor  Bethel  Synod  of  the 
Ethiopian  Evangelical  Church 
of  Mekane  Yesus.  The  denom- 
ination has  grown  from  40 
members  in  1970  to  40,000 
today.  Negotiations  have  been 
going  on  for  a  year  and  a  half. 
Two  members  of  presbytery 
have  gone  to  Ethiopia  to  confer 
with  synod  leaders.  Each  side 
has  composed  a  list  of  its  needs, 
objectives,  and  expectations. 

Presbytery  will  benefit  from  a 
deepening  sense  of  worldwide 
dimensions  of  the  Christian 

Homeless  kids 
will  go  to  school 
in  new  project 

In  response  to  the  increased 
number  of  homeless  families 
being  seen  by  Traveler's  Aid 
Society  and  the  Uptown  Day 
Shelter,  A  Child's  Place  has  been 
formed  to  provide  a  transitional 
classroom  for  homeless  children. 
The  purpose  of  the  classroom  is 
to  serve  the  immediate  educa- 
tional needs  of  these  children 
while  their  families  are  in  tran- 
sition and  to  provide  support  as 
needed  to  help  the  children  until 
their  families'  situations  stabilize 
enough  for  them  to  transfer  to 
a  permanent  school. 

Located  at  First  Presbyterian 
Church,  the  classroom  will  ac- 
commodate up  to  30  children  in 
kindergarten  through  grade  six 
and  will  be  taught  by  a  teacher 
from  the  Charlotte-Mecklen- 
burg School  System,  which  has 
agreed  to  provide  curriculum 
and  some  additional  services. 


Church  and  sharing  insight, 
faith,  problems,  and  resources 
with  Presbyterians  of  a  different 
culture.  Synod  will  reciprocate 
in  loving  fellowship  of  kindred 
minds.  Each  year  presbytery  will 
send  a  small  group  to  Ethiopia 
to  share  for  a  brief  period  the 
life  of  the  synod,  while  synod  will 
send  a  worker  with  skills  in 
evangelism,  youth  work,  and 
spiritual  growth  to  visit  churches 
in  the  presbytery. 

Shenandoah  will  budget  at 
least  $5,000  annually  to  help 
with  practical  needs  of  the  young 
Ethiopian  Church  and  will  en- 
courage contributions  from  in- 
dividuals and  congregations. 

New  Hope  holds 
get  acquainted 
meeting 

A  chance  for  people  in  New 
Hope  Presbytery  to  come  to- 
gether and  get  to  know  each 
other  took  place  in  the  form  of 
an  afternoon  of  recreation, 
worship,  and  supper  on  Sunday, 
Sept.  24,  at  the  Franklinton 
Center  outside  Rocky  Mount, 
N.C. 

Activities  included  play  in 
small  groups,  intergenerational 
games,  singing,  and  banner 
making.  After  supper,  worship 
took  place  at  6:00.  People  who 
came  were  to  bring  a  large  salad 
or  a  dessert  to  share;  organizers 
provided  hot  dogs,  condiments, 
and  beverages. 

There  was  no  registration  fee. 

The  Peacemaking  Committee 
of  the  presbytery  sponsored  the 
event.  The  group  chose  a  recrea- 
tional format  because  it  believed 
the  activities  can  help  develop  a 
positive  common  history. 


Va.  woman  wins  S.F.  fellowship 


Sharon  Stanley  has  been 
named  1988-89  recipient  of  the 
Seminary  Fellowship  at  San 
Francisco  Theological  Semin- 
nary.  A  native  of  Staunton,  Va., 
she  graduated  from  the  seminary 
this  spring  and  will  use  the 
$2,500  award  to  continue  theo- 
logical study. 

Stanley  graduated  from  St. 
Andrews  Presbyterian  College 
in  Laurinburg,  N.C.  While  at  the 


seminary  she  chaired  the  Global- 
ization and  Community  Life 
Committees,  and  served  as  rep- 
resentative to  SFTS's  primary 
decision-making  body,  the  Ed- 
ucation Commission.  She  also 
participated  in  the  seminary's 
Church  in  China  study  tour,  and 
claims  a  "passion  for  mission 
and  outreach." 

She  is  a  candidate  under  the 
care  of  Salem  Presbytery. 


Salem  Presbytery  elects 
two  associate  execs 


Dr.  Sara  Cordery 

Cordery  is 

Baltimore 

moderator 

Dr.  Sara  Brown  Cordery  was 
installed  as  moderator  of  Balti- 
more Presbytery  on  Sept.  28. 

She  taught  and  held  admin- 
istrative positions  at  Barber- 
Scotia  College  in  Concord, 
N.C,  where  she  worked  for  28 
years.  She  later  served  at  Mor- 
gan State  University  as  professor 
and  acting  dean  of  the  School 
of  Business  and  Management  for 
10  years  before  retiring. 

During  the  1987-88  academic 
year,  she  returned  to  Barber- 
Scotia  as  vice-president  for 
academic  affairs  and  served  as 
administrative  assistant  to  the 
president  the  next  year. 

Cordery  is  an  elder.  She 
chaired  the  General  Assembly's 
Committee  on  the  Self-Develop- 
ment of  Peoples,  took  part  in  a 
Caribbean  project  sponsored  by 
Church  Women  United,  was  a 
commissioner  to  the  General 
Assembly  in  1988,  and  serves  on 
the  Coordinating  Teams  for 
Presbyterian  Women  in  the 
synod  and  the  presbytery. 

She  graduated  from  South 
Carolina  State  College  and 
earned  master's  and  doctoral 
degrees  from  the  Teachers  Col- 
lege of  Columbia  University. 

Cordery  was  married  to  the 
late  Theodore  Cordery.  She  lives 
in  White  Hall,  Md. 


Rev.  Carter  Shelley 

The  Rev.  Carter  Shelley  was 
elected  associate  presbyter  for 
care  and  development  of  church 
leadership,  and  the  Rev.  Hewon 
Han  was  elected  as  associate 
presbyter  fo^congregational  life 
by  Salem  Presbytery  at  its  meet- 
ing on  June  23  at  Lees-McRae 
College. 

Shelley  grew  up  in  Rock  Hill, 
S.C.,  and  began  to  think  serious- 
ly about  the  ministry  when  she 
was  a  junior  in  high  school. 
"Since  no  one  told  my  parents 
that  women  are  liberated,  I  was 
not  raised  to  be  a  brain  surgeon 
or  state  senator.  The  ministry 
was  my  idea,"  Shelley  said. 

Shelley  has  served  in  a  variety 
of  church  settings.  She  has 
served  as  pastor  of  the  Butner 
Church,  associate  pastor  of  the 
First  Church  of  Durham,  and 
most  recently  as  the  pastor  of 
the  Yadkinville  Church. 


Rev.  Hewon  Han 

Han,  the  son  of  a  Presbyterian 
pastor,  was  born  and  raised  in 
Korea.  He  came  to  the  United 
States  after  graduation  from 
high  school  in  1957.  He  has 
served  as  associate  pastor  for 
Christian  education  in  the 
Crossroads  Church,  Monro- 
eville,  Penn.,  and  most  recently 
at  the  First  Church  in  Urbana, 
111. 

Han  is  currently  serving  on  the 
General  Assembly's  Certifica- 
tion Council.  His  service  to  the 
presbytery  has  included  chairing 
the  Christian  Education  Com- 
mittee, the  Representation  Com- 
mittee, and  the  Self-develop- 
ment of  People  Committee. 

"My  experience  includes  con- 
sultation on  implementation  of 
total  church  education  program, 
teacher  training,  and  curriculum 
development,"  he  said. 


Patton  named  associate 


Edith  Patton  has  been  elected 
associate  for  education  and 
mission  with  the  Presbytery  of 
the  Peaks.  She  had  served  most 
recently  as  interim  general 
presbyter  for  Fincastle  Presby- 
tery, one  of  the  forerunners  of 
the  Peaks. 

She  had  previously  served 
with  Fincastle  as  associate 


presbyter  for  partnership  minis- 
tries and  before  that  as  "hunger- 
action  enabler." 

The  election  of  Patton  came 
at  the  first  meeting  of  the  Peaks, 
held  July  22  in  Blacksburg,  Va. 

Peaks  formed  from  parts  of 
Fincastle,  Blue  Ridge,  and 
Southern  Virginia  Presbyteries. 


Church  workers  find  support 
when  they  come  to  Eastern  Va. 


Care  and  support  begins  when 
a  newly  ordained  minister  or  a 
first-time  director  of  Christian 
education  comes  into  the  presby- 
tery. As  a  follow-up  from  a 
consultation  on  Crossing  the 
Boundary  (from  seminary/ 
school  to  congregation)  the 
presbytery  was  assigned  the  task 
of  "personal  and  professional 
development  for  new  church 
professionals."  For  two  years 
they  meet  once  a  month  for 
lunch  and  the  group  sets  its  own 
agenda  for  most  of  the  meetings. 

Some  topics  of  concern  such 
as  sermon  preparation,  leader- 
ship styles,  sharing  of  personal 
and  professional  joys  and  con- 
cerns are  discussed  within  the 
group.  One  person  shared,  "the 
presence  of  the  Holy  Spirit 
moving  among  us,  binding  us 
together  in  a  bond  of  fellowship 
and  love,  is  evident  not  only 
while  we  break  bread  together, 
but  in  the  strength  which  is  taken 
from  the  table  into  the  ministries 


of  the  various  congregations 
served." 

As  ministers  and  directors  of 
Christian  education  come  into 
the  presbytery  they  are  given  the 
booklet  New  Beginnings:  The 
Pastorate  Start-up  Workbook 
published  by  Alban  Institute,  as 
well  as  othe."  information  perti- 
nant  to  this  presbytery.  An 
orientation  for  new  profession- 
als and  their  spouses  is  held  to 
interpret  the  mission  of  the 
presbytery  and  to  acquaint  them 
with  this  geographical  area. 

Generally  the  committee  re- 
presentatives and  presbytery 
staff  attend  these  functions  to 
help  them  feel  that  they  belong. 
Periodically  the  Care  and  Sup- 
port Committee  will  buy  books 
of  specific  interest  to  church 
professionals  and  give  them  to 
each  pastor  and  director  of 
Christian  education  in  the  pres- 
bytery. 

Various  support  groups  meet 


from  time  to  time,  in  particular 
the  directors  of  Christian  edu- 
cation, retired  ministers  and 
their  wives,  clergy  women,  etc. 
In  addition,  each  year  the  presb- 
ytery sponsors  an  "Annual  Re- 
treat" held  at  Virginia  Beach. 
Eleven  years  ago  Dr.  William  F. 
Summers,  then  pastor  of  First 
Church  in  Virginia  Beach  and 
chair  of  the  Division  on  Church 
Vocations,  developed  the  idea 
that  church  professionals  and 
spouses  should  "get  away  for  a 
week-end." 

At  first  it  was  funded  by  gifts 
from  his  church  and  the  presb- 
ytery, and  presently  it  is  funded 
one-third  from  the  individual, 
one-third  from  the  congrega- 
tion, and  one-third  from  the 
presbytery.  On  October  13-15, 
the  11th  Annual  Retreat  will  be 
held  with  Dr.  Charles  Brown, 
professor  of  pastoral  theology  at 
Union  Seminary  in  Richmond, 
leading  the  weekend  on  the 
theme  "Growing  Spiritually." 
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Alumnus's  son  is  thankful 
for  homes  like  Barium 


...Or 


We  got  out  of  the  car  on  this 
sweltering  August  Sunday 
morning,  and  the  first  person  I 
recognized  was  a  guy  who  was 
one  of  my  dad's  closest  friends 
in  the  orphanage.  Dad  said  he'd 
been  a  football  hero  on  campus 
over  50  years  before. 

The  smile  was  the  same,  but 
the  body  was  slow  and  fragile. 
My  family  and  I  had  returned 
to  Barium,  the  place  where  my 
father  was  raised  after  his  own 
dad  died  of  cancer  when  he  was 
still  a  very  young  man.  My 
grandmother  Jessup  had  too 
many  young'uns  and  not  enough 
money  to  feed  the  whole  crowd, 
so  the  Barium  Springs  Orphan- 
age sponsored  by  the  Presbyte- 
rian Church  took  three  of  the 
oldest,  and  there  they  stayed 
until  graduating  from  high 
school. 

When  I  was  growing  up,  our 
family  never  missed  a  Home- 
coming at  Barium  Springs.  All 
my  dad's  friends  would  be  there, 
and  their  children  became  like 
cousins  to  me,  for  they  were  in 
a  sense  part  of  my  family  since 
our  fathers  were  raised  together. 
I  remember  the  long  tables  of 
food  after  church,  the  "sweat" 
bees  constantly  hovering  over 
my  potato  salad,  and  the  cold 
lemonade  which  was  kept  in  a 
huge  ceramic  pot  over  by  the 
dessert  table.  I  rode  my  first 
Model  T  at  one  of  these  gath- 


Once  again  Barium  Springs 
Home  for  Children  is  busy 
making  preparations  for  the 
annual  Thanksgiving  Offering  in 
Presbyterian  churches  across 
North  Carolina. 

This  traditional  offering  was 
approved  by  the  Synod  of  North 
Carolina  (now  by  the  Synod  of 
the  Mid-Atlantic)  for  many, 
many  years.  It  is  the  major  part 
of  synod's  assistance  to  the 
Home.  The  show  of  support  that 
it  brings  from  the  churches  is  a 
spiritual  blessing,  as  well  as  a 
financial  one. 

In  the  Home's  beginning  al- 
most 100  years  ago,  synod  pro- 
vided 100  percent  of  the  costs 
of  ministering  to  children  and 
families  in  crisis.  In  1969,  that 
support  was  approximately  60 
percent.  In  1989,  less  than  five 
percent  of  the  income  needed  to 
sustain  this  mission  came  from 
the  church.  This  five  percent 
includes  what  the  Home  receives 
in  the  Annual  Thanksgiving 
Offering. 

The  above  figures  explain  just 
how  important  this  offering  is  to 
the  Home.  Myths  that  the 
"Home  is  rich"  and  that  "synod 
pays  for  all  the  services"  are 
simply  not  true.  While  blessed 
with  good  finanical  manage- 
ment, the  Home's  endowment 
generates  only  about  16  percent 
of  the  total  annual  operating 
cost.  Never  before  in  the  Home's 
history  has  your  support  been 
more  important  to  the  families 


erings,  kissed  my  first  girl,  and 
learned  my  first  lessons  about 
how  friends  should  keep  in  touch 
after  childhood. 

My  sisters  and  I  have  our  own 
families  now,  so  because  of  busy 
schedules  and  other  seemingly 
important  obligations,  we  got 
out  of  the  habit  of  going  back 
to  Homecoming  at  Barium  with 
dad.  This  year,  they  invited  me 
to  preach  at  the  1 1  a.m.  worship 
service  and  I  was  honored  to  be 
asked. 

Looking  over  the  aging  crowd 
and  realizing  that  these  child- 
hood friends  of  my  father  had 
grandchildren  of  their  own  now, 
I  thought  of  all  the  Homecom- 
ings I'd  attended  in  the  past,  and 
wondered  where  all  my  friends 
were,  and  what  they  were  doing 
with  their  lives.  But  even  more 
than  this,  I  thought  about  the 
church,  and  how  my  own  de- 
nomination has  been  ministering 
to  young  people  at  the  Nazareth 
Children's  Home  for  decades, 
and  how  other  denominations 
built  simliar  homes  over  the 
years  in  order  to  love  and  raise 
chlidren  who'd  received  nothing 
but  bad  breaks  over  the  course 
of  what  should  have  been  the 
happiest  years  of  their  lives. 

Late  in  the  afternoon  before 
returning  home,  I  watched  my 
father  sitting  in  a  chair  going 
over  some  old  and  worn  high 


and  children  that  God  has  sent 
to  us  for  help. 

Letters  seeking  pastors'  sup- 
port for  the  offering  go  out  in 
early  October.  This  year's  goal 
is  $3  per  church  member.  Pos- 
ters, bulletin  inserts,  and  offer- 
ing envelopes  will  be  mailed  to 
the  churches  the  last  two  weeks 
of  October. 

Church  pastors,  secretaries,  or 
treasurers  are  asked  to  be  on  the 


Laura  Grey  Greene,  who  was 
a  music  teacher  at  Barium 
Springs  between  the  1920's  and 
1940's,  is  now  living  at  Brithaven 
Nursing  Home  in  Wilkesboro, 
N.C.  Her  address  is:  Mrs.  Laura 
Grey  Greene,  Brithaven  Nursing 
Home,  1016  Fletcher  Street, 
Wilkesboro,  N.C.  28697. 

After  Homecoming,  a  pair  of 
reading  glasses  and  a  lady's  stick 
pin  were  found  in  the  Alumni 
Museum.  Anyone  wishing  to 
claim  these  items  may  call  (704) 
872-4157  between  8:30  and  5:00 
Monday  through  Friday. 

Laura  Smith  Boro,  69,  class 
of  1937,  died  on  August  30  in 
Statesville,  N.C. 

Mrs.  Boro  married  Walter 
Boro  on  July  12,  1942,  while  he 
was  serving  in  the  U.S.  Army. 
Following  the  war,  the  couple 
lived  briefly  in  High  Point  and 
Winston-Salem.  In  1946,  they 
moved  to  Long  Island,  N.Y., 
where  they  both  retired  before 


school  annuals  from  the  1930's 
with  his  grandson.  Boy  and  man 
stared  intently  at  each  photo, 
and  laughed  at  the  clothing  and 
the  leather  helmet  worn  by  the 
football  team.  The  youngest  of 
this  pair  got  a  kick  out  of  reading 
scores  in  1936  and  1937  when 
Lexington  beat  Barium  Springs 
in  football  two  years  in  a  row. 
The  oldest  of  the  pair  got  a  kick 
out  of  pointing  to  a  picture  of 
himself  taken  when  he  was  the 
same  age  as  his  grandson  is  now. 

Going  back  to  Homecoming 
at  Barium  gave  me  a  renewed 
sense  of  appreciation  for 
churches  and  individuals  who 
made  homes  like  this  possible. 
Had  this  particular  home  not 
existed  when  my  grandfather 
Nathan  Andrew  died,  I  don't 
know  what  would  have  hap- 
pened to  my  dad.  So  thanks 
Lord,  for  this  place... which  is 
sacred  to  my  father,  and  remains 
special  to  me  as  well.  And  thanks 
for  homes  like  it  everywhere, 
where  people  believe  children 
are  not  only  worth  saving,  but 
worth  loving  too. 

Reprinted  from  the  Lexington 
Dispatch  with  permission  from 
the  author,  the  Rev.  Lee  Jessup, 
pastor  of  the  first  Reformed 
United  Church  of  Christ  in 
Lexington.  Jessup  is  the  son  of 
Barium  alumnus  Dalma  Lee 
Jessup,  class  of  1939. 


lookout  for  the  materials,  and 
if  they  are  not  received  by 
November  10,  to  please  notify 
the  Home. 

As  members  of  the  Presbyte- 
rian Church,  please  do  not 
overlook  this  opportunity  to 
support  this  important  ministry 
to  troubled  children  and  their 
families.  Let  these  children  know 
that  you  are  there,  and  that  you 
care. 


returning  to  Statesville  in  1980. 
Mrs.  Boro  was  a  retired  beau- 
tician. 

She  is  survived  by  her  hus- 
band; two  daughters,  Glenda 
Rom  of  Salisbury  and  Wanda 
Fellman  of  Huntington  Station, 
N.Y.;  two  brothers,  Melvin 
Smith  of  Kenansville  and  Vance 
Smith  of  Statesville;  three  sis- 
ters, Gertrude  Welborn  and 
Flora  Mae  Dunlap,  both  of  High 
Point,  and  Lillian  Dorton  of 
Pinellas  Park,  Fla.;  and  three 
grandchildren.  She  was  pre- 
ceded in  death  by  one  sister, 
Elmeree  McCrimmon. 

Mrs.  Angelina  Bernardo 
McEwan,  class  of  1927,  died 
September  5  in  Charlotte.  She 
was  a  statistician  for  Duke 
Endowment,  retiring  after  48 
years. 

McEwan  is  survived  by  her 
brother,  Sam  Bernardo  of 
Fayetteville;  and  sister,  Miss 
Hilda  Bernardo  of  Charlotte. 


Seems 

In  a  meeting  with  a  group  of 
colleagues,  one  asked  what  we 
saw  ahead  in  the  kind  of  children 
we  will  be  asked  to  serve.  The 
response  was  unanimous:  more 
children  and  youth  with  more 
problems. 

As  society's  ills  increase,  chil- 
dren reap  an  unfair  harvest. 
More  children  from  shattered 
families,  drug-addicted  families, 
families  without  adequate  health 
care,  poor  families  and  on  and 
on.  These  are  not  the  best  of  days 
to  be  a  child  in  our  country. 

Recently,  I  listened  with  inter- 
est to  a  television  debate  on 
abortion.  With  great  conviction, 


A  resident  of  the  Preparation 
for  Adult  Living  Program 
(PAL)  of  the  Adolescent  Center 
received  two  scholarships  in 
August. 

Stephen  Johnson  has  received 
a  Pell  Grant  for  the  academic 
year  which  will  cover  the  costs 
of  tuition,  fees,  registration, 
books,  and  activities.  He  has 
also  been  awarded  scholarship 
assistance  from  the  Home  to 
supplement  the  income  from  his 
part-time  job  for  his  personal 
expenses,  such  as  food,  clothing, 
and  medical  insurance. 

Stephen    graduated  from 


Barium  Springs  Home  for 
Children  has  just  completed  an 
agency  slide-show.  This  is  a 
wonderful  way  to  show  the 
members  of  your  church,  and 
other  interested  groups,  how  this 
arm  of  the  church  ministers  to 
families  and  children  in  crisis. 

The  12-minute  slide-show  is 
available  to  you  on  request.  A 
member  of  the  staff  will  gladly 
come  to  your  church  or  orga- 


Earle  Frazier,  ACSW 
Executive  Director 


each  debater  presented  facts, 
figures,  and  opinion  supporting 
pro-choice  or  pro-life  stances. 
This  is  no  simple  issue  and 
deserves  the  fullest  debate  pos- 
sible, which  it  seems  certain  to 
get. 

However,  it  seems  equally 
important  to  discuss  and  be 
concerned  about  what  happens 
(is  happening)  to  babies,  chil- 
dren, and  youth  after  birth.  And 
yet,  I  sense  no  great  debate  in 
the  offing. 


South  Iredell  High  School  in 
June  and  is  attending  Mitchell 
Community  College  while  work- 
ing part-time.  He  plans  to  con- 
tinue living  at  the  PAL  program 
for  at  least  the  first  year  of 
college.  He  hopes  to  eventually 
transfer  to  a  four-year  college 
and  get  a  degree  in  criminal 
justice. 

During  the  next  year  the  PAL 
staff  will  continue  to  help  Ste- 
phen prepare  for  the  indepen- 
dence and  responsibilites  he  will 
receive  once  he  goes  away  to 
college  and  is  on  his  own. 


nization  to  discuss  the  Home's 
activities  and  answer  any  ques- 
tions. 

We  are  very  grateful  for  how 
the  Lord  works  through  the 
Home  and  know  you  will  be  too. 
Call  Reade  Baker,  director  of 
development,  at  (704)  872-4157 
to  schedule  a  presentation.  You 
need  to  see  this  ministry  in  action 
to  fully  understand  its  service  to 
families  and  children  in  need. 


In  Memory  —  In  Honor 

Barium  Springs  Home  for  Children 

Donor   

Address   


IN  MEMORY  —  IN  HONOR 

My  gift  of  S  is  enclosed. 

I  wish  to  L  Honor  Remember  | 

Name  of 

Honoree  or  Deceased  | 

Address  '.  

On  the  occasion  of  ! 

Date  of  death  if  applicable   

Survivor  to  notify    I 

Address  J 

Relationship  of  survivor  to  honoree  

P.O.  Box  1,  Barium  Springs,  N'C  28010 


Church  support  is  needed  by  Barium 
during  upcoming  Thanksgiving  offering 


Barium  alumni  news 


Scholarships  granted 
to  PAL  resident 


Barium  slide  show  available 
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UTS  opens  178th  session 
with  great  expectations 


Convocation  exercises  Sept.  6 
opened  a  new  chapter  in  the  life 
of  Union  Theological  Seminary 
in  Virginia  as  it  enters  its  178th 
year  of  educating  men  and 
women  for  Christian  ministry. 
President  T.  Hartley  Hall  IV 
welcomed  new  and  returning 
students  gathered  for  the  begin- 
ning of  the  1989-90  academic 
year.  He  announced  fellowships 
awarded  to  18  members  of  the 
incoming  class  and  to  six  grad- 
uate students  for  continued 
study.  The  incoming  class  re- 
presents 17  states  and  26  presb- 
yteries. 

Covocation  speaker  was  W. 
Taylor  Reveley  III,  managing 


partner  of  Hunton  &  Williams 
law  firm  in  Richmond.  His 
message  to  both  future  and 
current  ministers  was  approp- 
riately titled  "Great  Expecta- 
tions." Reveley's  interest  in  the 
constitutional  division  of  power 
between  the  executive  and  leg- 
islative braches  of  government  is 
reflected  in  his  book,  War  Pow- 
ers of  the  President  and  Con- 
gress: Who  Holds  the  Arrows 
and  Olive  Branch?  In  addition 
to  serving  as  trustee  of  Prince- 
ton University  and  president  of 
the  Richmond  Symphony, 
Reveley  is  an  elder  at  Grace 
Covenant  Presbyterian  Church 
in  Richmond  and  serves  on  the 


board  of  the  Presbyterian  Out- 
look. 

Hall  introduced  the  semin- 
ary's international  students  who 
study  and  live  on  campus  or  at 
nearby  Mission  Court  and  wel- 
comed back  to  campus  those 
professors  returning  from  sab- 
batical leave:  Professors  Donald 
Dawe,  James  Mays,  and  Rebec- 
ca Weaver,  who  return  after  a 
year's  leave  of  absence,  and 
Dean  William  Arnold,  who 
returns  after  a  six-month  leave. 
On  sabbitical  leave  for  all  or  part 
of  the  coming  year  will  be 
Professors  Paul  Achtemeir, 
Douglas  Ottati,  and  James  Smy- 
lie. 


Church  business  administrators  listen  in- 
tently as  Professor  Charles  E.  Brown, 
department  of  pastoral  theology,  helps  them 


with  a  problem  at  least  a  few  churches  face- 
how  to  deal  with  difficult  people. 


Support  network  offered  to 
church  professionals 


From  the  excited  pitch  of 
happy  voices  during  meals  to  the 
picture-taking  and  hugs  at  se- 
minar's end,  it  was  clear  that  at 
least  28  potential  church  busi- 
ness administrators  were  well  on 
their  way  to  developing  a  net- 
work which  would  serve  them 
sell  in  the  years  ahead.  Union 
Seminary's  annual  two-week 
certification  program  for  church 
business  administrators  had 
come  to  a  close.  In  addition  to 
much  helpful  information  on 
accounting,  law,  polity,  strategic 
planning,  and  time  manage- 
ment, participants  had  also 
come  to  appreciate  the  support 
and  encouragement  they  receive 
from  each  other. 

"One  of  the  most  important 
benefits  of  Union's  seminar  is  the 
opportunity  for  networking," 
said  Anne  Boldt,  business  ad- 
ministrator from  Union  Lake, 
Mich.  Anne  attended  Union's 
conference  last  summer  and  was 
here  to  complete  the  second  and 
final  segment  of  study  required 
for  certification  as  church  busi- 
ness administrator.  "Last  sum- 


mer's session  introduced  me  to 
other  church  administrators  I 
could  call  during  the  year  to 
exchange  ideas  and  advice." 

Anne's  comments  were 
echoed  by  others.  Phyllis  Bus- 
kirk,  church  administrator  from 
Kalamazoo,  Mich.,  came  to  her 
position  as  church  business 
administrator  well  aware  of  the 
importance  of  professional  net- 
working. The  first  thing  she 
looked  for  was  a  group  of  other 
church  professionals  to  support 
her  in  her  job. 

Networking  opportunities  for 
these  church  workers  go  beyond 
local  presbytery,  synod,  or  de- 
nominational bounds.  Partici- 
pants at  this  session,  for  exam- 
ple, came  from  17  states  coast 
to  coast,  and  represented  nine 
denominations. 

Jerry  Johnson,  administrator 
of  a  Lutheran  church  in  Winter 
Springs,  Fla.,  marveled  at  par- 
ticipants' wide  range  of  experi- 
ence. "There  are  those  from 
churches  of  less  than  a  hundred 
and  those  from  churches  of 
2,000,  those  whose  salaries  are 


practically  nonexistent  and 
those  who  command  top  admin- 
istrative salaries,  those  with 
broad  experience  and  those  with 
limited  experience."  With  such 
variety,  participants  are  likely  to 
find  support  from  other  church 
professionals  in  situations  sim- 
ilar to  theirs. 

Reasons  for  seeking  certifica- 
tion vary.  One  participant  con- 
fided that  as  church  secretary  she 
had  gradually  assumed  addition- 
al duties  of  pastoral  care,  admin- 
istration, and  finance,  and  cer- 
tification seemed  the  next  logical 
step.  Another  participant's 
church  required  certification  as 
a  prerequisite  for  the  job. 

Kathie  Davis  is  financial  sec- 
retary at  her  church  in  Wilson, 
N.C.  She  and  other  friends  from 
the  UTS  seminar  plan  to  meet 
in  Atlanta  next  year  at  the 
national  convention  of  church 
business  administrators.  Kathie 
and  others  in  the  ever-growing 
cadre  of  church  business  admin- 
istrators have  found  not  only  a 
title  but  a  real  sense  of  identity. 


t 
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Lena  L.  Clausell 


Lena  Clausell  to  direct 
continuing  education 


Dr.  T.  Hartley  Hall  IV,  pres- 
ident of  Union  Theological 
Seminary  in  Virginia  (UTS),  has 
announced  the  appointment  of 
Lena  L.  Clausell  as  professor  of 
continuing  education  and 
D.Min.  studies  at  the  seminary. 
She  will  move  to  Richmond  after 
the  first  of  the  year  to  assume 
her  duties. 

Hall  cites  as  key  factors  in 
Clausell's  appointment  her  long 
experience  as  educator  within 
the  Pr.sbyterian  denomination 
and  as  presbytery  executive 
responsible  for  the  professional 
development  of  church  staffs. 
She  currently  serves  as  associate 
executive  for  nurture  and  wit- 
ness for  the  Presbytery  of  East- 
ern Virginia  (formerly  Norfolk 


Two  join 
library  staff 

Ann  Thomas  Knox  has  been 
named  director  of  media  resour- 
ces, replacing  Eleanor  Godfrey, 
who  retired  in  June  after  years 
of  dedicated  service.  Ann  grad- 
uated from  Austin  College  and 
from  the  Presbyterian  School  of 
Christian  Education  (P.S.C.E.). 
She  has  considerable  experience 
as  a  Christian  educator  and 
consultant,  and  most  recently 
served  as  public  relations  coor- 
dinator for  the  Volunteer  Emer- 
gency Foster  Care  program  in 
Richmond. 

Patsy  Verreault  is  the  new 
reference  librarian.  A  graduate 
of  Queens  College  and  P.S.C.E., 
she  has  just  completed  the  Mas- 
ter of  Library  Science  degree  at 
East  Carolina  University.  Patsy 
has  also  served  as  director  of 
Christian  education,  resource 
center  coordinator,  and  teaching 
and  research  assistant. 


Presbytery). 

A  native  Texan,  Clausell  is  a 
graduate  of  Austin  College  and 
the  Presbyterian  School  of 
Christian  Education  (PSCE)  in 
Richmond.  She  has  lectured  at 
conferences,  taught  at  theolog- 
ical institutions  across  the  coun- 
try, and  worked  with  presbyter- 
ies and  synods  to  develop  pro- 
grams for  leadership.  She  has 
served  as  president  of  the  Alum- 
ni Association  and  member  of 
the  Advisory  Council  for  Con- 
tinuing Education  at  PSCE. 
Clausell  is  a  member  and  elder 
of  First  Church,  Portsmouth, 
and  presently  serves  as  moder- 
ator for  the  nominating  commit- 
tee for  the  Synod  of  the  Mid- 
Atlantic. 


Christian 
educator's  views 
rank  high 

Richard  R.  Osmer,  assistant 
professor  of  Christian  education 
at  Union  Seminary,  has  received 
national  acclaim.  His  article, 
"Challenges  to  Youth  Ministry 
in  the  Mainline  Churches: 
Thought  Provokers,"  was  select- 
ed by  Christianity  Today  for 
inclusion  in  its  annual  publica- 
tion, The  Best  in  Theology 
Today.  This  publication  repres- 
ents the  finest  in  substantive  and 
relevant  Christian  writing  pub- 
lished during  the  year.  Osmer's 
article  first  appeared  in  Union 
Seminary's  magazine  Affirma- 
tion (Vol.  2,  No.  1,  Spring  1989). 

Osmer's  new  book,  A  Teach- 
able Spirit:  Recovering  the 
Teaching  Office  in  the  Church, 
is  scheduled  for  publication  by 
Westminster/ John  Knox  Press 
in  the  spring  of  i990. 


A  Faith  More  Precious  than  Gold 

Lesson  3,  November: 

You  shall  be  Holy  (I  Peter  1:13-2:3) 

Circle  Bible  Leaders  Study  Guide 
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By  Mary  Boney  Sheats 

As  the  author  of  I  Peter  launches 
further  into  his  message,  he  focuses  on 
the  obligations  his  readers-in-exile  have 
as  those  chosen  by  God. 

Imperatives 

One  strong  characteristic  of  the  style 
of  I  Peter  is  the  use  of  imperatives.  It 
would  be  helpful  to  make  note  of  these 
commands  as  we  come  to  them.  The  next 
chapter  in  our  study  guide  begins  with 
three  imperatives,  found  in  I  Peter  1:13: 

(1)  "Gird  up  your  minds;"* 

(2)  "Be  sober;" 

(3)  'Set  your  hope  fully  upon. ..grace." 
What  does  it  mean  to  "gird  up  your 

minds"?  The  Greek  text  has  "Gird  up  the 
loins  of  y out  minds."  For  people  in  the 
ancient  East,  girding  up  your  loins  meant 
tucking  your  robe  up  under  you  girdle 
or  belt  so  that  you  could  run  unimpeded. 
Get  rid  of  everything  that  might  hinder 
your  journey.  The  New  International 
Bible  paraprases,  "Prepare  your  minds 
for  action."  Peter  is  asking  his  readers 
to  use  their  God-given  intelligence  in 
being  alert  to  the  situation  before  them; 
they  were  never  to  check  their  brains  at 
the  door  before  dealing  with  importat 
matters. 

The  imperative  "Be  sober,"  implies  not 
only  refraining  from  intoxicating  bever- 
ages but  also  avoiding  intoxicating  ideas. 
Here  is  a  call  to  steadiness,  to  a  calm  con- 
fidence in  what  you  believe  about  who 
you  are.  (Could  this  injunction  in  any 
way  reflect  Peter's  awareness  of  his  own 
impetuosity  as  shown  in  the  gospels?) 

The  third  command,  to  "set  your  hope 
fully"  upon  grace,  calls  for  concentration 
on  what  is  of  primary  importance: 
looking  forward  to  the  second  coming 
of  Jesus  Christ.  This  hope,  to  which 
Christians  have  been  born  (I  Peter  1:3), 
holds  center  stage  for  the  author  and  the 


recipients  of  this  letter.  All  of  living  has 
been  transformed  for  those  who  have 
accepted  the  grace  of  God  and  who 
acknowledge  themselves  to  be  "obedient 
children"  of  God. 

What  we  believe/how  we  behave 

There  is  a  strong  empasis  in  I  Peter 
on  the  relation  between  theology  and 
ethics.  What  we  believe  forms  the 
foundation  of  how  we  act.  To  say,  "It 
doesn't  matter  what  you  believe,  as  long 
as  you  do  the  right  thing,"  misses  the 
truth  that  our  actions  are  based  on  the 
convictions  that  motivate  us.  We  tend 
to  emulate  what  we  admire,  and  our 
concrete  deeds  are  rooted,  finally,  in  our 
Ultimate  Concern,  in  what  (or  Whom) 
we  worship. 

The  command  to  be  holy 

"Be  holy  yourselves  in  all  your  con- 
duct" (I  Peter  1:15).  This  is  the  author's 
central  imperative  that  illustrates  belief 
as  the  impulse  for  action.  God's  people 
are  called  to  be  holy  because  God  whom 
we  worship  is  holy,  as  the  author  recalls 
from  Lev.  11:44-45  and  19:1.  To  acient 
Israel,  being  holy  meant  being  separated, 
or  set  apart,  different  from  the  ordinary. 
It  applied  to  sacred  objects  used  in 
worship.  This  differentness  implied  a 
taboo  that  forbade  the  secular  from 
coming  in  contact  with  the  sacred. 
(Remember  the  story  of  Uzzah's  being 
struck  dead  for  touching  the  ark  when 
it  was  about  to  fall?  See  II  Samuel  6:6- 
7.) 

With  the  eighth-century  prophets, 
however,  the  concept  of  holiness  was 
enlarged  to  include  not  only  ritual  acts 
and  objects  but  also  matters  of  morality. 
Isaiah  of  Jerusalem  proclaimed. 

The  LORD  of  hosts  is  exalted  in 

justice, 

and  the  Holy  God  shows  himself 
holy  in  righteousness. 

(Isaiah  5:16) 


This  holy  God  whom  we  worship  has 
all  the  characteristics  that  a  good  parent 
who  is  a  fair,  impartial  judge  should  have. 
Holiness  does  not  mean  sanctimonious- 
ness, but  the  imperative  in  verse  17, 
"Conduct  yourselves  with  fear,"  calls  for 
a  reverence  that  acknowledges  the 
"differentness"  between  Creator  and 
creation,  the  complete  "Otherness"  of  the 
Holy  God. 

The  author  then  returns  to  the  idea 
of  what  God's  people  have  inherited,  as 
they  have  been  ransomed,  not  with 
tangible  riches  but  with  "the  precious 
blood  of  Christ"  (vs.  19).  The  close 
relation  between  God  and  Christ  is 
unmistakable  in  I  Peter,  especially  in 
1:20-21.  The  Eternal  God,  whose  name 
is  I  AM,  always  was  "before  the  foun- 
dation of  the  world"  what  God  was 
revealed  to  be  in  the  glorious  resurrection 
of  Jesus  Christ.  God  did  not  just  become 
self-giving  love  at  Calvary;  our  faith  and 
hope  are  safely  placed  in  One  who  always 
was,  is,  and  will  be  the  same. 

Love  one  another 

Gird  up  your  minds,  be  sober,  set  your 
hope  upon  grace,  be  holy  yourselves,  and 
now,  love  one  another.  Here  is  the 
characteristic  above  all  others  that  is  the 
mark  of  the  Christian  fellowship:  love, 
deep  love  that  comes  spontaneously  from 
the  heart.  Peter  had  experienced  this 
love,  and  was  continuing  to  share  it.  In 
our  day,  in  our  church,  what  greater 
testimony  could  come  to  show  that  we 
belong  to  God  in  Christ  than  the  witness 
of  love  for  one  another! 

The  word  of  the  Lord,  which  outlasts 
everything  we  know,  is  the  good  news 
that  God  is  love.  Through  our  new  birth, 
as  we  put  on  holiness  there  are  some 
things  we  must  take  off  and  leave  behind. 
The  five  ugly  attributes  the  author 
mentions  in  2: 1 :  malice,  guile,  insincerity, 
envy,  and  slander,  are  prime  evidence  of 


lack  of  love,  and  must  be  abandoned  if 
God's  people  are  to  "grow  up  to  salva- 
tion." Our  assurance  and  motivation  for 
growing  into  maturity  is  in  the  experience 
we  have  already  had  of  sampling  life  with 
God. 

Peter  reminds  his  readers,  "You  have 
tasted  the  kindness  of  the  Lord"  (2:3). 
Here  the  author  is  close  to  the  Psalmist 
who  sang, 

"O  taste  and  see  that  the  LORD 

is  good!" 

(Psalm  34.8) 
Perhaps  this  unusual  imperative  can 
summarize  for  us  the  joy  that  is  involved 
in  answering  God's  call  to  holiness. 

Suggested  activities 

1.  Keep  a  list  of  the  imperative 
commands  in  I  Peter,  and  review  their 
importance. 

2.  Discuss  the  meaning  of  the  last 
sentence  in  the  second  paragraph  on  p. 
24b  of  the  study  guide:  "Holiness  begins 
and  ends  with  love  for  others,"  and  the 
last  sentence  in  paragraph  one  on  p.  25a, 
"To  be  holy  is  to  be  obedient — and  to 
be  obedient  is  to  be  truly  loving." 

3.  Go  back  through  the  gospels  and 
Acts  and  note  specific  occasions  in  which 
the  disciples,  especially  Peter,  showed 
love  to  each  other. 

*Gird  Up  Your  Minds  was  the  title  of 
a  Bible  study  on  I  Peter  written  by  Dr. 
Rachel  Henderlite  and  used  by  the 
women  of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  U.S. 
in  1959.  If  someone  in  your  church  still 
has  a  copy  its  use  would  enrich  your 
study. 

Dr.  Mary  Boney  Seats  is  professor 
emerita  of  Bible  and  religion  at  Agnes 
Scott  College  in  Decatur,  Ga.,  where  she 
taught  from  1949  to  1983.  She  had 
previously  directed  Christian  education 
at  churches  in  three  states.  She  lives  in 
Wilmington,  N.C. 


Montreat  announces  its  1990  conference  schedule 


The  Montreat  Conference 
Center  has  announced  its  1990 
schedule. 
January: 

Couples  Conference,  19-21; 
Writers  Workshop  19-21. 
February: 

Youth  Ski  Weekend,  9-12. 
March: 

Bible  Study  that  Transforms, 
21-23;     Spiritual  Growth 
Through  Journaling,  23-25. 
April: 

Communication  and  Ste- 
wardship Conference,  22-25; 
Ministry  of  the  Laity  Confer- 
ence, 22-26;  Spirituality  Confer- 
ence, April  29-May  3;  Skills  in 
Youth  Ministry,  April  30-May 
4. 

May: 

Annual  Recreation  Work- 
shop, 7-12;  Older  Adult  Lead- 
ership Conference,  14-18;  Re- 
formed Spirituality  from  the 
Confessions,  16-18. 
June: 

Worship  and  Music  Confer- 
ence I,  17-23;  Worship  and 
Music  Conference  II,,  24-30; 
Christian  Life  Conference,  June 
30-July  3. 
July: 

Singles  Conference,  1-6; 
Evangelism  Conference,  3-7; 
Family  Enrichment  Conference, 
3-7;  Youth  Conference  I,  8-14; 
Youth  Conference  II,  15-21; 
Youth  Conference  III,  July  29- 
August  4;  Christian  Education 
Conference,  22-27;  Global  Mis- 


sion Conference,  22-28;  Bible 
and  Theology  Conference,  23- 
27. 

August: 

Youth  Conference  IV,  5-11; 
Women's  Conference,  12-18; 
Issues  Form,  19-23;  Interim 
Pastors  Seminar,  26-31;  Men's 
Lives  as  Spirital  Journeys,  27- 
29;  Young  Adult  Conference, 
August  31-September  3. 
October: 

Older  Adult  Conference,  8-12; 
Wee  Kirk  Conference,  15-17; 
Peacemaking  Conference,  21- 
24;  Autumn  Outdoors  Weekend, 

26-  28. 
November: 

Prayer:  The  Pause  That  Re- 
freshes, 9-11;  Loss:  A  Living 
Reality,  9-11. 
December: 

Winter  Festival,  December 

27-  29;  Youth  Yuletide  Festival, 
December  29-January  1. 

Liberation  &  literature  in  Latin 
America 

Two  literary  figures  from 
Latin  American  who  played 
important  roles  in  Protestant 
involvement  in  "liberation  the- 
ology" will  discuss  their  experi- 
ence in  a  symposium  on  "Faith, 
Culture  and  Liberation  in  Latin 
America:  The  Role  of  Imagina- 
tion and  Story  in  the  Re-Cre- 
ation of  the  World"  at  the  Stony 
Point  Center  in  Stony  Point, 
N.Y.,  Oct.  27-28. 

Rubem  Alves  wrote  A  Theol- 


ogy of  Human  Hope,  one  of  the 
first  Latin  American  books  to 
deal  with  liberation  theology. 
Hiber  Conteris  served  as  studies 
secretary  for  the  Latin  American 
Commission  on  Church  and 
Society  during  the  1960s  and 
edited  its  newsletter.  He  was 
imprisoned  by  the  military  dic- 
tatorship in  Uruguay  from  1976 
to  1985,  suffering  torture,  hard 
labor,  and  isolation.  He  is  a 
literary  critic,  playwright,  and 
author  of  short  stories  and 
novels. 

The  symposium  begins  with 
dinner  at  6:00  on  the  27th, 
followed  by  a  public  forum  with 
the  two  Latin  Americans  at  7:30. 
The  next  day  discussion  will 
continue  from  the  public  forum 
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at  9:00  a.m.  The  meeting  will  end 
at  1:30. 

Cost  is  $24  for  the  conference 
and  three  meals,  or  $44  for  the 
meeting  and  meals  plus  over- 
night accommodations  on  the 
27th. 


Stony  Point  is  a  conference 
center  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church  (U.S.A.). 

For  more  information,  con- 
tact the  center  at  17  Crickettown 
Road,  Stony  Point,  N.Y.  10980 
(telephone  914-786-5674). 
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Jo  Ann  Joes  is  married  and  has  one  son.  Jo  Ann  lives  in 
Raleigh  with  her  husband,  Nevelle.  She  is  office  manager  and 
administrative  assistant  to  the  executive  presbyter. 


Rene  Baker  is  single  and  lives  in  Tarboro.  Rene  is  the 
secretary  to  the  staff  associate  for  church  and  society  and 
staff  associate  for  congregation  nurture.  Rene  will  also  be 
responsible  for  the  Resource  Center. 

Fall  gathering  of 
Women  scheduled 


The  Presbyterian  Women  of 
New  Hope  Presbytery  were  to 
have  their  Fall  Spiritual  Gath- 
ering on  Oct.  7  at  First  Church 
in  New  Bern,  N.C. 

Keynote  speaker  for  the  event 
was  Catrelia  Steele  Hunter.  She 
spoke  on  the  Presbyterian  Wom- 
en's theme  of  "Meeting  the 
Challenge  of  this  New  Day." 
Hunter  is  a  member-at-large  on 
the  churchwide  coordinating 
team  of  Presbyterian  Women. 

Patsy  Weeks,  treasurer  of  the 
synod  Presbyterian  Women's 
coordinating  team,  gave  a  spe- 
cial presentation  on  "New  Giv- 
ing Patterns."  Giving  an  over- 
view of  the  Bible  study  for  the 
year  was  the  Rev.  Bill  Klein, 
associate  pastor  of  First  Church 
of  New  Bern.  The  Bible  study 


focus  for  the  year  was  "A  Faith 
More  Precious  Than  Gold," 
which  is  taken  from  I  Peter. 

The  day  concluded  with  wor- 
ship and  communion  led  by  the 
Rev.  Deborah  Klein. 

The  gathering  was  one  of 
inspiration.  There  were  no  work- 
shops or  business  conducted. 
There  were  packets  available  for 
the  moderators  which  contained 
pertinent  information  for  other 
Presbyterian  Women  officers. 

There  was  also  a  resource 
center  set  up  that  provided 
information  on  Presbyterian 
Women  and  the  Presbyterian 
Church. 

Coffee  and  registration  was 
held  at  9:00-9:45  a.m.  with  the 
call  to  order  at  9:45  a.m.  The 
session  closed  at  1:45  p.m. 


Triangle  Church  grows 


In  1967,  the  former  Granville 
Presbytery  organized  a  new 
Presbyterian  church  in  Durham. 
Chartered  with  37  members, 
Triangle  Church  was  located  on 
about  seven  acres  of  land  outside 
of  Durham  at  the  corner  of 
Highways  54  and  55.  The  sanc- 
tuary and  fellowship  hall  were 
completed  in  1969,  and  member- 
ship grew  to  about  100-125, 
where  it  remained  for  almost  20 
years.  Although  there  were  plans 
for  housing  developments  all 
around,  these  plans  were  not  to 
materialize  for  years  to  come  for 
two  main  reasons.  The  city  did 
not  provide  water  and  sewage 
services  and  since  the  land  in  the 
area  did  not  perk  well  individ- 
uals were  unable  to  build. 

In  February,  1986,  Triangle 
Church  was  approached  by  a 
group  of  developers  who  wished 
to  purchase  the  church  property. 
The  congregation  seized  the 
opportunity  before  them  and 
sold  the  property  to  the  devel- 
opers of  Park  Forty  Office  Plaza 
for  $1.2  million.  The  congrega- 
tion moved  four  miles  west  of 
its  old  location  on  Highway  54 
to  the  corner  of  Tudor  Place  and 
Highway  54. 

Ground  was  then  broken  for 
the  building  of  a  new  sanctuary, 
with  seating  capacity  of  250, 
fellowship  hall,  Sunday  School 
rooms,  and  offices.  The  first 
Sunday  in  the  new  facility  was 
Oct.  11,  1987,  with  the  dedica- 
tion on  Dec.  6,  1987,  of  a  debt- 
free  facility. 

During  its  history,  Triangle 
has  been  served  by  five  pastors: 
The  Rev.  Herman  J.  Womel- 
dorf,  1967-1972;  the  Rev.  Joseph 
Greer,  1973-1976;  the  Rev.  Al 
Dimmock,  1977-1978;  the  Rev. 
Lee  Adkins,  1979-1986;  and  the 
current  pastor,  L.  Raymond 
Cobb  II,  who  began  in  August 
1987. 

Since  moving,  wonderful 
things  have  happened.  City 
services  have  been  extended  to 
the  areas  surrounding  the 
church,  neighborhoods  are  de- 
veloping all  around,  and  Trian- 
gle has  increased  its  membership 
from  1 10  to  190  with  an  average 
Sunday  attendance  of  150-160. 
With  such  growth,  assimilation 
of  new  members  is  quite  a  job. 
But,  at  Triangle,  several  things 
have  been  done  to  encourage 
visitors  to  return  and  to  help 
assimilate  the  new  members. 

Coffee  and  cookies  are  served 
after  each  worship  service.  This 
gives  members  and  visitors  a 
time  to  get  acquainted  and  have 
fellowship  together.  Visitors  at 


Triangle  Church 

worship  will  receive  a  visit  from 
a  congregational  member  the 
Sunday  they  visit  the  church. 
After  joining  the  church,  there 
is  a  new  members  class  providing 
new  members  a  chance  to  be- 
come acquainted.  There  is  also 
a  new  members  dinner  that  is 
hosted  by  several  members  of  the 
church  for  the  new  members. 

Such  an  increase  in  the  con- 
gregation has  also  helped  the 
church  to  form  more  and  differ- 
ent fellowship  groups.  Previous- 
ly there  had  not  been  a  youth 
fellowship.  Last  year  a  senior- 
high  youth  fellowship  was  begun 
and  now  meets  weekly.  A  JOY 
group  has  also  been  started  for 
older  people  or  Just  Older 
Youth.  The  church  has  a  child- 
ren's choir  for  elementary  and 
middle  school  children.  A  Bible 
study  is  held  Monday  afternoon 
and  repeated  on  Tuesday  morn- 
ing with  child  care  being  provid- 
ed in  the  morning.  There  is  also 
Presbyterian  Women,  Men  of 
the  Church,  and  fellowship 
dinners. 

Marriage  enrichment  week- 
ends are  being  sponsored  as  well 
as  Agape  meals  and  support 
groups.  Vacation  Bible  School 
was  held  last  year  at  Trinity  with 
attendance  between  90  and  100. 
This  year  Vacation  Bible  School 
was  held  in  July  and  attendance 
averaged  about  130. 

The  church  seeks  ways  to 
involve  people  in  the  life  of  the 
church.  The  church  is  involved 
in  the  "Pennies  for  Hunger" 
program.  Seeking  a  creative  way 
to  put  this  project  before  the 
congregation,  on  the  third  Sun- 
day of  each  month,  the  children 
are  given  brown  paper  bags 
during  the  children's  message. 
They  take  these  bags  into  the 
congregation  and  collect  "Pen- 
nies for  Hunger." 

Children's  sermons  are  also 
used  to  educate  the  young  people 
of  the  congregation.  Recently 
during  a  series  of  children's 


Outer  banks  church  plants  biblical  garden 


Castor  beans,  flax,  cotter, 
apricot  trees,  cedars  of  Lebanon, 
lilies  of  the  field,  and  olive  trees 
are  items  all  found  in  the  Bible 
and  the  Holy  Land,  but  are  also 
found  in  a  Bible  garden  at  the 
Outer  Banks  Church. 

Situated  at  about  the  same 
latitude  as  the  Holy  Land,  the 
garden  is  laid  out  in  the  pattern 
of  a  Celtic  cross.  The  garden, 
which  measures  35  feet  by  60 
feet,  is  bordered  on  all  four  sides 
by  a  hedge  of  viburnum.  The 
rock  path  through  the  garden 
forms  the  shape  of  the  Celtic 


cross  with  a  bird  bath  situated 
in  the  middle  of  the  cross. 

At  the  base  of  the  cross  is  a 
grape  arbor  with  pomegranates, 
fig,  almond,  and  cedars  of  Le- 
banon going  up  the  left  side  of 
the  garden.  On  the  right  side  you 
will  find  blue  cypress,  almond, 
olive,  and  pomegranate.  The 
garden  also  contains  various 
herbs  and  flowers  that  were 
common  in  Biblical  times.  All 
plants  are  clearly  marked. 

Located  outside  the  church 
office,  one  must  walk  through 
the  garden  to  reach  the  office 


from  the  parking  lot.  The  garden 
has  been  an  inspiration  to  all. 
The  garden  has  provided  ideas 
for  children's  illustrations  and 
this  summer  was  the  home  to  a 
family  of  kill  deer  (a  species  of 
birds).  The  idea  for  such  a  gar- 
den came  from  Warren  and  Jane 
Davis,  who  are  themselves  avid 
gardners.  They  had  visited  a 
similar  garden  at  the  Cathedral 
of  St.  John  the  Divine  in  New 
York.  The  Davises  approached 
the  session,  which  was  very 
receptive  to  the  idea  of  creating 
a  Bible  garden.  A  committee  was 


then  formed,  of  about  15  people, 
that  helped  to  plan  and  plant  the 
garden. 

The  garden  itself  is  main- 
tained by  a  volunteer  group  that 
comes  in  weekly.  Plants  and 
other  items  in  the  garden  were 
purchased  with  money  donated 
to  the  garden  in  honor  or  mem- 
ory of  someone. 

The  garden  is  a  source  of 
pride,  not  only  for  those  doing 
the  planning,  the  planting,  and 
the  upkeep,  but  also  for  the 
members  of  the  congregation 
and  anyone  visiting  the  church. 


sermons,  the  children  were 
taught  the  various  symbols 
within  the  denominational  seal. 
Each  week  one  part  was  high- 
lighted and  at  the  conclusion  of 
the  series,  the  children  were 
presented  a  t-shirt  with  the 
denominational  seal  on  the  front 
and  on  the  back  "I  learned  about 
this  symbol  at  Triangle  Presby- 
terian Church." 

Triangle  Church  is  a  growing 
and  exciting  congregation. 
When  new  officers  are  installed, 
all  six  will  be  ordained.  They  are 
teachers,  housewives,  construc- 
tion workers,  and  others  who  are 
newly  active  in  the  life  of  the 
church. 

On  June  1 8,  the  session  adopt- 
ed the  following  statement  as  the 
mission  of  Triangle  Presbyterian 
Church:  "To  proclaim  and  share 
the  gospel  of  Jesus  Christ  in 
word  and  deed,  so  that  we  and 
all  people  will  come  to  trust  Him 
as  Lord  and  Savior,  be  moved 
to  practice  His  teaching  in  every 
area  of  life,  work  together  as  a 
community  of  service,  and  be  a 
visible  sign  of  God's  love  for  all 
people." 

Ray  Cobb,  pastor,  sums  it  up 
as,  "Our  aim  is  to  minister  to 
families  and  individuals  helping 
them  to  find  the  spiritual  resour- 
ces which  will  help  them  live  in 
the  complex  world  around  us. 

PREM  is 
getting  good 
reception 

About  64  percent  of  Presby- 
terian Church  (U.S.A.)  congre- 
gations are  using  the  Christian 
education  curriculum  Presbyte- 
rian and  Reformed  Educational 
Ministry  (P.R.E.M.)  less  than 
one  year  following  its  introduc- 
tion, a  recent  national  survey 
indicated. 

The  survey  included  the  300 
largest  congregations  and  a 
stratified  random  sample  of 
2,000  other  congregations;  it  is 
considered  representative  of  the 
denomination,  said  Margaret 
Haney,  associate  for  leader 
development  education  in  go- 
verning bodies  in  the  Education 
and  Congregational  Ministry 
Unit.  The  survey  was  conducted 
by  research  services  in  the  Ste- 
wardship and  Communication 
Development  Ministry  Unit. 

"We're  highly  pleased  to  see 
in  our  churches  such  enthusiasm 
for  P.R.E.M.  and  its  new  cur- 
riculum options,  Bible  Discov- 
ery and  Celebrate"  Haney  said. 
"Not  only  have  the  majority  of 
reporting  congregations  elected 
to  try  these  new  resources,  but 
they're  telling  us  they're  happy 
with  what  they've  found." 
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Earthquake  hits  churches 
in  San  Francisco  area 


By  Jerry  Van  Marter 
Presbyterian  News  Service 

LOUISVILLE  —  Moving 
quickly  to  respond  to  the  dev- 
astating earthquake  that  struck 
the  San  Francisco  Bay  area  Oct. 
17,  the  World  Service  Office  of 
the  General  Assembly  has  estab- 
lished a  relief  fund  for  Presby- 
terians who  wish  to  help. 

The  special  account,  #09- 
2000080,  is  named  the  "Bay  Area 
Earthquake  Relief  Fund."  The 
associate  for  disaster  relief  in  the 
World  Service  office,  the  Rev. 
Dan  Rift,  said,  "We  are  asking 
all  people  who  wish  to  help  to 
please  make  their  contributions 
through  normal  channels:  their 
local  congregation,  synod,  or 
presbytery  receiving  agencies." 
Rift  added  that  if  normal  chan- 
nels are  not  available,  contribu- 
tions can  be  sent  to  the  Central 
Receiving  Agency,  100  Withers- 
poon  Street,  Louisville,  Ky. 
40202. 

The  quake,  the  sixth  strongest 
in  U.S.  history,  struck  the  Bay 
area  during  evening  rush  hour. 
Eyewitness  accounts  from 
Presbyterians  in  the  Bay  area 
indicate  that  "everything  is 
damaged  to  some  extent."  The 
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Scenes  from  the  Bay  area  earthquake 


quake  measured  6.9  on  the 
Richter  Scale. 

From  his  home  in  Berkeley, 
the  Rev.  Hugh  Burroughs  said, 
"I  am  looking  at  a  six-inch  crack 
that  just  opened  up  in  my  kitch- 
en wall.  My  house  split  open  like 
a  melon."  Burroughs  was 
reached  by  phone  just  minutes 


after  the  quake.  He  also  noted 
the  presence  of  a  large  fire  two 
blocks  awav  where  a  gas  station 
"literally  exploded  into  flames." 

The  presbyteries  most  severely 
affected  are  San  Francisco,  San 
Jose,  and  Stockton.  More  than 
100  Presbyterian  churches, 
See  QUAKE,  Page  2 


Hurricane  Hugo  left 
its  mark  in  the  synod 


Churches  in  Charlotte  Presby- 
tery suffered  damage  from  Hur- 
ricane Hugo.  Although  other 
presbyteries  were  in  the  path  of 
Hugo  as  it  went  northward,  most 
did  not  suffer  extensive  damage 
among  their  churches  from  the 
storm. 

In  Charlotte,  "we  lost  tens  of 
thousands  of  trees,"  said  the 
Rev.  William  Tiemann,  associ- 
ate executive  for  mission.  "One 
park  lost  8,000  trees."  Often  the 
oldest  and  biggest  trees  fell. 

"Damage  to  churches  was 
spotty,"  he  said.  Carmel  Church 
lost  the  roof  above  its  sanctuary. 
Myers  Park  Church  had  a  large 
tree  fall  on  one  of  its  buildings. 
The  steeple  at  Westover  Hills  fell 
onto  the  roof.  At  First  Church 
in  Charlotte,  the  tall  steeple 
tilted  on  its  base. 

"They'll  have  major  repairs  to 
get  it  back  into  place,"  Tiemann 
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said. 

Other  churches  suffering  sig- 
nificant damage  included  Ram- 
an, Sardis,  Amity,  and  Benton 
Heights  in  Monroe.  Many 
churches  suffered  roof  damage 
and  lost  trees,  he  added. 

Tiemann  said  he  did  not  know 
of  any  Presbyterian  families  left 
homeless,  as  was  the  case  with 
Episcopal  friends  of  his  whose 
house  was  demolished  by  trees 
while  they  were  in  it. 

"1  know  some  of  our  families 
had  trees  fall  on  their  roofs  and 
lost  a  lot  of  property."  He  said 
the  winds  went  through  Char- 
lotte at  about  90  miles  an  hour. 
Many  families  were  without 
power  and  water  for  two  weeks. 
He  guessed  that  damage  to 
churches  in  the  presbytery  ex- 
ceeded $1  million. 

People  reached  in  Western 
North  Carolina,  Abingdon,  the 
Peaks,  and  Coastal  Carolina 
Presbytery  did  not  know  of 
significant  damage  to  churches 
in  their  areas,  though  people 
were  affected  in  some  of  those 
ireas  with  power  outages. 

After  passing  through  raoun- 
ainous  regions  in  North  Carol- 
na  and  Virginia,  Hugo  still  had 
vinds  of  50  to  80  miles  an  hour 
vhen  it  went  through  Abingdon 
Presbytery.  The  presbytery  ex- 
ecutive there,  the  Rev.  Donald 

See  HUGO,  Page  2 


Sam  Moak  (center),  representing  the  Korean  Caucus,  takes 
part  in  the  synod's  budget  hearings  in  Richmond  in  October. 
Members  of  the  Synod  Council's  Finance  Committee  holding 
the  hearings  included,  from  left,  Linda  Morris,  Peg  Aalfs 
(committee  moderator),  Anne  Treichler,  and  Rafe  Pride.  In 
foreground  is  the  synod's  associate  executive  for  finance, 
the  Rev.  Joseph  Pickard.  Not  shown  is  Synod  Executive 
Carroll  Jenkins,  who  also  took  part. 

Vision  of  mission  is  goal 
of  synod  budget  'hearing' 


By  Robert  Milks 
Editor 

A  small  motel  room  may  seem 
an  unlikely  place  for  large  vi- 
sions, but  that  is  the  hope  behind 
a  meeting  in  Richmond  Oct.  6- 
7.  Visions  of  mission  were  one 
of  the  main  emphases  in  what 
sounds  mundane:  budget  hear- 
ings conducted  by  the  Synod 
Council's  Finance  Committee 
along  with  representatives  of  the 
synod's  committees. 

"The  basic  thrust  was  to  help 
[those  representatives]  develop  a 


vision  of  what  the  new  synod 
could  help  them  do  in  their  areas 
of  ministry,"  said  the  Rev. 
Joseph  Pickard,  the  synod  s 
treasurer  and  associate  executive 
for»  finance,  in  an  interview. 
"That  rather  than  decide  what 
cuts  need  to  be  made.  We  wanted 
to  generate  excitement  about 
what  'we'  of  the  new  synod  could 
do." 

The  finance  committee's  mod- 
erator, Peg  Aalfs,  said  later  she 
thought  the  hearings  did  help 
cause  excitement  about  mission. 
See  VISION,  Page  2 


At-large  members  for 
synod  groups  sought 


The  Synod  of  the  Mid- 
Atlantic  will  be  seeking  the 
names  of  people  to  serve  as 
at-large  members  on  its  coun- 
cil and  committees  (each 
group  comprises  specific  re- 
presentatives from  presbyter- 
ies and  also  at-large 
members).  The  Presbyterian 
News  is  running  this  summa- 
ry of  what  those  groups  are 
to  help  publicize  the  oppor- 
tunities for  service  available 
within  the  synod. 

The  synod  has  developed  a 
new  form  for  nominating  at- 
large  candidates;  it  will  also 
help  form  a  data  base  for  the 
synod's  Nominating  Commit- 
tee. The  synod  is  sending  the 
form  to  presbyteries.  The 
form  will  also  be  available 
from  the  synod  office  at  P.O. 
Box  27026,  Richmond,  Va. 
23261  (telephone  804-342- 
0016). 

Synod  Council: 

Coordinates  the  work  of 
the  synod's  committees, 
which  report  to  it,  and  imple- 
ments the  policies  set  by 


synod  in  its  annual  assembly. 
So  far,  council  has  meetings 
scheduled  for  March,  May, 
and  June  1990: 

Committees: 

Ministries  with  Presbyterian 
Institutions: 

Oversees  the  synod's  rela- 
tionship with  its  colleges, 
seminaries,  retirement 
homes,  and  children's  homes. 

Racial-Ethnic  Ministries: 

Deals  with  programs  such 
as  black  pastors'  seminar, 
recruiting  minority  pastors, 
Korean-American  ministry, 
and  the  Southeast  Parish 
Institute's  programs  for  black 
pastors. 

Global  and  Ecumenical  Min- 
istries: 

Relates  to  state  councils  of 
churches,  the  Coalition  for 
Appalachian  Ministry,  Inter- 
loven  center  (Presbyterian 
and  Catholic),  and  other 
programs  relating  to  global 
mission. 

See  SYNOD,  ; 
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Ivory  to 
head  G.A.'s 
Washington 
Office 

The  Rev.  Elenora  Giddings 
Ivory  has  been  named  director 
of  the  Presbyterian  Church 
(U.S.A.)'s  Washington  Office. 
She  has  been  the  associate  for 
mission  and  ecumenical  affairs 
for  National  Capital  Presbytery 
since  1985. 

The  Social  Justice  and  Peace- 
making Ministry  Unit  Commit- 
tee appointed  Ivory  to  the  post, 
succeeding  Mary  Jane  Patter- 
son, who  will  retire  Dec.  1. 
Patterson  has  represented  the 
Presbyterian  Church  (U.S.A.) 
on  Capitol  Hill  since  1971. 

Ivory  "brings  theological 
competence  and  experience  in 
public-policy  advocacy,"  said 
Belle  Miller  McMaster,  director 
of  the  ministry  unit.  Ivory  chairs 
the  Assembly's  Committee  on 
Social  Witness  Policy. 

Before  joining  the  staff  of 
National  Capital  Presbytery,  she 
worked  for  six  years  as  the 
associate  for  public  policy  for 
the  New  York  State  Council  of 
Churches  and  director  of  the 
New  York  State  IMPACT,  an 
interfaith  legislative  information 
network.  She  also  served  on  the 
national  IMPACT  board. 


Rev.  Elenora  G.  Ivory 

During  her  term  with  the 
presbytery,  Ivory  explained  to 
churches  the  PCUSA's  involve- 
ment in  public  policy.  Ivory  is 
a  member  of  the  National  Coun- 
cil of  Churches  Committee  on 
Religious  Liberty  and  member 
of  the  board  of  Americans 
United  For  Separation  of 
Church  and  State. 

She  has  a  master  of  divinity 
degree  from  Harvard  Divinity 
School  and  a  bachelor's  degree 
in  political  science  and  history 
from  Rutgers  University.  She 
worked  in  community  program 
development  at  Gloucester  Me- 
morial Church  in  Roxbury, 
Mass.,  from  1974  until  1976, 
when  she  was  ordained  and 
served  as  stated  supply  at  Glou- 
cester Church  for  two  and  a  half 
years. 


Hugo  hit  Mid-Atlantic 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 
Nance,  said  many  trees  were 
damaged. 

He  pointed  out  something 
that  people  in  other  presbyteries 
had  also  mentioned:  the  reaction 
of  people  within  the  presbytery. 
Nine  churches  in  Abingdon,  in 
an  Appalachian  area  suffering 
economic  depression,  gave  more 
than  $5,000  total  to  help  victims 
of  Hugo  in  South  Carolina  and 
other  areas. 

"They  feel  a  real  need  to  help 
others,"  Nance  said. 

He  also  noted  that  following 
the  earthquake  in  California, 
media  attention  had  shifted  from 
the  areas  hit  by  Hugo,  but  that 
needs  continued  in  them.  Prop- 
erty damage  in  Charleston,  S.C., 
alone  exceeded  $12  billion, 
Nance  pointed  out.  "The  need 
is  just  now  beginning." 

People  tend  to  respond  imme- 
diately after  a  disaster,  but  then 
aid  would  taper  off,  he  said.  One 
of  the  strengths  of  the  Presby- 
terian Church,  he  said,  is  that 


it  tends  to  keep  sending  aid 
afterwards. 

As  for  South  Carolina,  the 
Rev.  Barry  VanDeMenter,  exec- 
utive of  Charleston/ Atlantic 
Presbytery,  told  Presbyterian 
News  Service,  "All  of  the 
churches  along  the  South  Carol- 
ina coast  from  Charleston  to 
Myrtle  Beach  are  damaged  in 
some  way."  Many  churches  were 
badly  damaged  in  the  Charles- 
ton area  and  some  destroyed. 

Churches  were  also  destroyed 
or  damaged  at  Pauley's  Island, 
Georgetown,  Sumter,  Myrtle 
Beach,  and  in  between  those 
areas,  VanDeMenter  said. 

"Churches  will  undoubtedly 
need  money,"  he  said.  "Most 
were  underinsured." 

New  Harmony  Presbytery  in 
South  Carolina  was  the  other 
presbytery  hit  hard  by  Hugo, 
suffering  much  damage  to 
churches  there. 

Many  Presbyterians  in  South 
Carolina  suffered  heavy  damage 
to  their  homes. 


American  Presbyterians  to 
observe  Nicaraguan  elections 


LOUISVILLE,  Ky.  —  A 
Presbyterian  delegation  will  go 
to  Nicaragua  in  February  1990 
under  the  auspices  of  Witness  for 
Peace  to  observe  that  country's 
promised  national  elections. 

Witness  for  Peace  is  an  orga- 
nization of  Americans  who 
oppose,  through  non-violent 
means,  covert  or  overt  U.S. 
actions  in  Nicaragua.  The  group 
bases  its  beliefs  on  biblical 
principles  and  affirms  the  right 
of  countries  in  Central  America 
to  determine  their  own  future. 

Nicaragua  has  requested  ob- 
servers of  its  elections.  The 
Nicaraguan  Electoral  Council 
consists  of  two  opposition  party 
members,  one  non-aligned  Nica- 
raguan, and  two  Sandinista 
Party  members. 

Presbyterian  News  Service 
reported  that  despite  U.S.  gov- 
ernment allegations  to  the  con- 
trary, Presbyterian  missionaries 
in  Nicaragua  say  the  election 
campaign  is  being  conducted 
fairly.  "Having  these  elections 


being  as  closely  watched  as 
possible  and  thereby  forcing  all 
sides  to  respect  the  results  is  the 
greatest  hope  for  peace  in  Ni- 
caragua," said  Derek  Courson, 
mission  diaconate  worker  in 
Managua  for  the  Global  Mission 
Unit.  The  Presbyterian  dele- 
gates, along  with  Methodists, 
Episcopalians,  Catholics,  and 
other  Christians,  will  meet  all 
sides  of  the  political  spectrum, 
scatter  throughout  the  country 
to  observe  the  voting,  and  have 
debriefing  in  Managua  before 
going  home.  They  will  see 
whether  the  elections  are  fairly 
conducted  and  will  discuss  their 
observations  upon  their  return. 

The  election  will  be  held  Feb. 
25. 

Leading  the  Presbyterian 
group  of  15  will  be  the  Rev.  Arch 
B.  Taylor,  a  former  Presbyterian 
missionary  to  Japan. 

Former  President  Jimmy  Car- 
ter will  lead  a  U.S.  government- 
sanctioned  panel. 

Four  Presbyterian  missionar- 


ies are  assigned  to  Nicaragua.  In 
addition  to  Courson,  Gary  and 
Margaret  (Chess)  Campbell  and 
Karla  Koll  live  and  work  mostly 
in  Managua,  the  capital.  They 
work  with  four  partner  agencies 
The  ruling  Sandanista  Party 
(FSLN)  is  expected  to  win  the 
election.  In  a  recent  poll,  37 
percent  of  Nicaragua's  voters 
chose  the  FSLN,  while  only  16 
percent  named  one  of  the  20 
opposition  parties.  Of  the  rest, 

19  percent  had  decided  not  to 
vote,  while  28  percent  did  not 
know  or  had  no  response. 

Opposition  parties  in  Nicara- 
gua are  lagging  behind  because 
of  their  own  ineptitude,  not 
because  of  unfairness,  Courson 
said.  "There  are  a  lot  of  contra- 
dictory forces  with  Uno  [a 
coalition  tht  includes  15  of  the 

20  organized  opposition  par- 
ties]," he  said.  "The  opposition 
groups  have  not  done  a  good  job 
of  articulating  an  alternate 
vision  to  that  of  FSLN  or  ol 
building  a  base  of  support." 


Vision  of  mission  is  goal 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 
"Two  or  three  committees  in 
particular  came  in  with  great 
ideas  for  the  future,  I  thought. 

"If  we  didn't  do  anything  else, 
we  urged  them  to  think  about 
what  they  can  do.' 

She  noted,  however,  that  as 
long  as  the  restrictions  in  the 
Articles  of  Agreement  for  the 
new  synod  govern  (five  years 
beginning  in  1988,  in  most 
cases),  there  is  a  limit  to  what 
committees  can  do.  Those  arti- 
cles spell  out  what  percentages 
of  the  budget  must  go  to  spec- 
ified ministries  of  the  three 
former  synods.  Additional  mis- 
sion, to  a  large  extent,  depends 
on  income  from  the  presbyteries, 
she  said. 

The  meeting  was  more  infor- 
mal than  "hearings"  suggests. 
Committee  members  questioned 
the  representatives  about  what 
their  group's  activities  were  like 
and  often  made  remarks  affirm- 
ing the  importance  of  particular 
ministries  rather  than  closely 
questioning  whether  something 
was  necessary.  If  a  committee 
believed  it  had  an  unbalanced 
budget  looming,  the  finance 


committee  would  work  through 
the  budget  jointly  with  the 
representatives,  asking  "How  do 
you  want  to  do  that?"  or  whether 
there  were  alternatives  that 
might  help  bring  items  into 
balance. 

Pickard  said,  "If  a  committee 
had  a  problem,  the  finance 
committee  helped  it  try  to  solve 
it  itself  rather  than  solving  it  for 
the  committee."  The  finance 
group  sees  itself  as  manager  of 
the  resources  available  but  pla- 
ces decisions  on  program  with 
the  council  and  the  committees, 
he  added. 

The  finance  committee  would 
take  an  unbalanced  budget  to 
the  council  and  suggest  ways  it 
might  bring  that  budget  into 
balance,  Pickard  said.  In  fact, 
the  committee  took  an  unbal- 
anced budget  for  1990  to  the 
council's  meeting  Nov.  3-4.  The 
group  hopes  income  from  presb- 
yteries will  increase  significantly 
in  1990  over  this  year;  projected 
income  will  become  more  appar- 
ent in  February,  Pickard  said, 
and  the  committee  hopes  the 
budget  will  balance  them. 

"The  budget  is  based  on  an 


ambitious  restoration  of  the 
fairly  staggering  cut  in  unified 
mission  giving  that  took  place 
in  the  first  part  of  this  year,"  he 
said.  "It's  our  hope  that  will  be 
restored  to  a  higher  level."  He 
noted  that  one  major  cause  ol 
the  cuts  was  the  overlapping 
staffing  and  the  setting  up  nev 
offices  that  happened  as  nev 
presbyteries  formed  in  NortI 
Carolina  and  Virginia. 

If  that  increase  does  no' 
happen,  he  said,  the  finana 
committee  in  February  wouk 
look  at  ways  in  which  all  pro 
grams  would  share  equably  ii 
balancing  the  budget.  The  com 
mittee  would  suggest  to  th< 
council  overall  cuts  but  leavi 
reallocations  within  committei 
budgets  to  those  committees. 

Meanwhile,  the  committei 
will  work  towards  starting  a  two 
year  budgeting  process  rathe 
than  the  current  one-year-aheae 
process. 

Aalfs  said  that  goal  was  om 
part  of  the  hearings,  as  well 
"We're  also  trying  to  get  then 
to  do  a  two-year  visionar 
process  with  their  projects,"  sh 
said. 


The 

Presbyterian  News 

Published  Monthly 
by  the  Synod  of  the 
Mid-Atlantic 
Presbyterian  Church  (U.S.A.) 

Mailing  Address: 
Box  27026,  Richmond,  Va.  23261 
(804)  342-0016 

Carroll  Jenkins 

Publisher 
Robert  Milks 

Editor 
Earl  Cannon 
Circulation  Manager 

POSTMASTER.  Send  Form 
3579  To  Box  27026, 
Richmond,  Va.  23261 

Subscription 
SI. 00  a  year,  individual 
50c  a  year  in  groups 

Second  Class  Postage  Paid 
At  Raleigh,  N.C.  27611  And 
At  Additional  Mailing  Offices 

USPS  No.  604-120 

Volume  LV  November  1989 

167,549 
November  Circulation 


Quake  damages  S.F.  churches 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 
many  of  them  very  old,  sit  in  the 
devastated  area.  Damaged 
churches  face  a  particularly 
painful  rebuilding  effort  because 
none  of  them  are  insured  against 
earthquakes. 

The  Rev.  Janice  Willette, 
general  presbyter  for  San  Fran- 
cisco Presbytery,  said  the  Synod 
of  the  Pacific  master  insurance 
policy  for  its  churches  does  not 
include  earthquake  coverage 
because  it  is  too  expensive. 

Representatives  of  the  17 
Presbyterian  churches  in  San 
Francisco  met  Oct.  18  to  assess 
damage  and  needs  in  the  city. 
So  far,  miraculously  few 
churches  have  reported  severe 
damage.  The  Lincoln  Park 
Church  was  condemned  Oct.  19 
by  San  Francisco  building  in- 
spectors. "The  second  floor  of 
our  church  is  non-existent  and 
we  are  knee-deep  in  bricks,"  said 
the  Rev.  Larry  Monroe,  pastor. 


The  Seventh  Avenue  Church 
in  San  Francisco  reportedly  was 
nearly  destroyed  when  its  roof 
caved  in.  Inspectors  now  believe 
the  building  can  be  saved,  but 
repair  costs  will  be  enormous. 

Chinese  Presbyterian  Church 
in  Oakland  also  sustained  severe 
damage.  St.  John's  Church  in 
Berkeley  suffered  heavily.  Esti- 
mates on  those  churches  are  not 
anywhere  near  complete,  church 
officers  said. 

Several  other  churches  in  the 
presbytery  reported  moderate 
damage,  including  Lakeside  and 
Ingleside  Churches  in  San  Fran- 
cisco. "We  can't  even  begin  to 
estimate  the  total  damage  to  our 
churches,"  said  Willette.  "We 
simply  have  no  way  of  knowing 
at  this  point." 

San  Francisco  Presbytery  has 
already  established  a  "Resurrec- 
tion Fund"  to  aid  the  repair  and 
rebuilding  of  its  churches. 
Willette  said  checks  made  pay- 


able to  the  presbytery  and  de- 
signated for  the  special  fund  are 
welcome. 

Offers  of  assistance  are  pour- 
ing in.  Cascades  Presbytery  in 
Oregon  has  volunteered  to  send 
down  a  team  of  structural  en- 
gineers to  help  assess  the  dam- 
age. Willette  said  the  San  Fran- 
cisco Presbytery  office  has  re- 
ceived "at  least  a  dozen  such 
offers." 

The  Student  Association  at 
San  Francisco  Theological  Sem- 
inary organized  teams  of  relief 
workers.  The  SFTS  administra- 
tion did  not  cancel  classes  but 
agreed  to  excuse  students  from 
classes  to  aid  the  clean-up  efforts 
at  numerous  churches  in  the 
area. 

The  epicenter  of  the  quake 
was  in  San  Jose  Presbytery  but 
damage  to  churches  there  was 
less  severe. 


Synod  committees 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 
Social  Justice 

Relates  to  prison  chaplain- 
cies in  Virginia  and  North 
Carolina,  the  Land  Steward- 
ship Council  in  North  Carol- 
ing, the  Virginia  Interfaith 
Center  for  Public  Policy,  and 
other  programs. 

Educational  Ministries: 

Oversees  synod's  campus 
ministries,  Career  and  Per- 
sonal Counseling  Service, 
conference  centers,  youth 
ministries,  and  synod  school. 

Partnership  Development 
Unit: 

Works  with  presbyteries  to 
decide  who  will  carry  out 
mission  and  how  in  such  areas 
as  evangelism,  hunger,  peace- 
making, training  leaders, 
stewardship,  outdoor  minis- 
tries, church  development 
and  redevelopment,  and 
small  churches. 
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Materials  for 
Week  of  Prayer 
available 

Materials  to  help  churches 
celebrate  the  1990  Week  of 
Prayer  for  Christian  Unity  are 
available  from  the  Graymoor 
Ecumenical  Institute.  The  week 
is  a  worldwide  annual  event, 
held  Jan.  18-25.  This  year's 
theme  is  "United  in  the  Prayer 
of  Christ  That  All  May  Be 
One,"  based  on  John  17:21. 

The  materials  include  a  re- 
source booklet,  poster,  service 
of  the  Word  of  God,  bulletin 
cover,  and  bulletin  insert. 

The  resource  booklet  con- 
tains daily  readings  and  pray- 
ers, bulletin  announcements, 
suggestions  for  ecumenical  ac- 
tivities, camera-ready  clip  art, 
and  other  material.  It  costs 
$1.50  each.  The  poster  illus- 
trates the  theme  in  full  color 
and  measures  11  by  17  inches. 
It  costs  $1  each.  The  service  of 
the  Word  of  God  is  a  reprint 
from  the  resource  booklet,  in 
full  color,  four  pages.  It  costs 
$4  per  hundred. 

The  bulletin  cover  features 
the  thematic  art,  in  full  color. 
The  inside  is  blank,  for  a 
church's  imprinting.  It  costs 
$3.50  per  hundred.  The  bulletin 
insert  contains  a  daily  scriptur- 
al and  prayer  guide  reprinted 
from  the  resource  booklet,  on 
four  pages.  It  costs  $4  per 
hundred. 

The  resource  booklet  and 
the  bulletin  insert  are  available 
in  English  only;  all  other 
material  is  available  in  English 
or  Spanish. 

In  addition,  a  Week  of  Pray- 
er Packet  is  available  for  $2. 
It  contains  one  copy  of  each 
of  the  other  materials.  All  ex- 
cept the  poster  are  undated 
and  so  can  be  used  at  other 
times. 

For  information  on  order- 
ing, contact  Week  of  Prayer, 
Graymoor,  Garrison,  N.Y. 
10524  (telephone  914-424- 
3458). 


Presbyterian  Homes  name  2  officials 


Kids  recognized 
for  reciting 
catechisms 

Children  in  the  synod  who 
recite  the  Catechism  for  Young 
Children  or  the  Shorter  Cate- 
chism receive  formally  printed 
certificates  and  cash  awards,  $15 
for  the  former  and  $25  for  the 
latter,  from  the  synod. 

Mary  Ann  Russo  of  Cape 
Fear  Church  in  Wilmington, 
N.C.,  has  recited  the  Shorter 
Catechism. 

The  following  children  have 
recited  the  Catechism  for  Young 
Children: 

Kortney  Wells  of  Cape  Fear 
Church,  Wilmington,  N.C.; 
Tamara  Conary  of  Peace 
Church,  Fayetteville,  N.C.;  Kris- 
tie  Michue  of  Albemarle  Road 
Church,  Charlotte,  N.C.;  and 
Brianne  Barrow,  Elizabeth 
Bazemore,  Martha  Hayes,  Kath- 
erine  Lyons,  Sarah  McAlister, 
Lauryn  Mitchiner,  Nathan  Mit- 
chiner,  MeredithParks,  and 
Hayes  Permar  of  First  Church, 
Raleigh,  N.C. 

Churches  should  notify  the 
synod's  office  in  Richmond  of 
children  15  or  under  who  recite 
either  catechism.  The  synod 
sends  the  certificates  and  checks 
to  the  church,  for  it  to  present. 
The  office  address  is  P.O.  Box 
27026,  Richmond,  Va.  23261. 


The  Presbyterian  Homes  have 
announced  the  addition  of  two 
staff  members  to  the  organiza- 
tion. Robert  Glasgow  Jr.  has 
been  named  assistant  to  the 
executive  director,  G.W.  Plea- 
sants III,  while  the  Rev.  Samuel 
Stone  has  been  named  director 
of  the  "Challenge  to  Care" 
campaign  for  the  planned  Pres- 
byterian retirement  center  in 
Cary,  N.C. 

The  Presbyterian  Homes  are 
a  synod  organization,  based  in 
Jamestown,  N.C.  The  organiza- 
tion comprises  the  Presbyterian 
Home  in  High  Point,  N.C, 
Scotia  Village  in  Laurinburg, 
N.C,  and  the  planned  Cary 
facility. 

Glasgow  formerly  served  as 
director  of  administration  of 
Highland  Farms,  a  retirement 
community  in  Black  Mountain, 
N.C.  He  is  a  graduate  of  Rhodes 
College  (formerly  Southwestern 
at  Memphis)  and  holds  a  Mas- 
ter's of  Business  Administration 
degree  and  a  graduate  certificate 
in  gerontology  from  Georgia 
State  University. 

He  served  as  a  deacon  and 
taught  Sunday  School  at  the 


Rev.  Samuel  Stone 

Montreat  Church  and  was  pres- 
ident of  the  Rotary  Club  and  the 
Chamber  of  Commerce.  In  1984, 
he  and  his  wife,  Connie,  served 
as  co-chairs  of  the  Montreat 
Board  of  Advisors.  They  have 
four  children. 

Glasgow  will  work  in  all 
aspects  of  the  organization's 
operation,  with  particular  em- 


Robert  Glasgow 

phasis  in  developing,  building, 
and  starting  operations  at  new 
facilities. 

Stone  is  a  Presbyterian  min- 
ister, a  member  of  New  Hope 
Presbytery.  He  succeeds  Dr. 
David  Frazier,  who  held  the 
position  on  an  interim  basis  for 
nine  months  after  retiring  in 
1988  as  president  of  Peace 


College,  a  Presbyterian  school. 

The  campaign  has  raised  $  1 .27 
million  in  gifts  and  pledges 
toward  a  $3  million  goal.  The 
"Challenge  to  Care"  campaign 
seeks  to  raise  the  seed  money 
that  will  allow  work  to  begin  on 
the  $20  million  retirement  center 
in  Cary,  near  Raleigh.  The 
organization  plans  to  begin 
building  the  facility  in  1990;  the 
scheduled  opening  is  1992. 

The  center  will  have  full 
services,  including  long-term 
health  care.  It  will  have  a  Chris- 
tian focus. 

Stone  has  directed  develop- 
ment at  the  North  Carolina 
Museum  of  Art  for  three  years; 
previously  he  held  a  similar 
position  at  the  North  Carolina 
School  of  the  Arts  for  14  years. 
He  established  comprehensive 
fund-raising  programs  at  both 
institutions. 

He  is  a  graduate  of  Duke 
University,  did  graduate  work  at 
Wake  Forest  University,  and 
earned  a  doctorate  in  ministry 
at  Union  Seminary  in  Virginia. 
He  is  married  to  Bonnie  Vick 
Stone,  and  they  have  two  chil- 
dren. 
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The  benefits  of 
Deferred  Giving 

A  deferred  gift  today  lets  you  perpetuate  your 
Christian  caring.  Learn  how  you  can  extend  your 
influence  by  ordering  your  free  copy  of  the  booklet, 
"How  to  Benefit  from  Deferred  Giving."  It  will  tell 
about  six  different  plans  that  give  you  life  income 
while  benefitting  your  Church  and  it's  mission. 

Please  send  me  my  free  copy  of 
"How  to  Benefit  from  Deferred  Giving." 

Name  


Address. 
City  


.State. 


.Zip. 


Telephone. 


PRESBYTERIAN  CHURCH  (U.SA)  FOUNDATION 
200  East  Twelfth  Street,  Jeffersonville,  IN  47130 
Attn:  Marketing  Department 


A9i: 


Presbyterian  Church 
I  U.S.  A.I  Foundatifljgjs 
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Where  will  those  go  who  can't  get  in  nursing  homes? 


He  had  nowhere  to  go.  They  put  him 
out  because  the  federal  government 
mandated  that  nursing  homes  stop 
accepting  or  put  out  mentally  ill  or 
retarded  patients  or  lose  their  Medicaid 
and  Medicare  reimbursements.  He 
lingered  for  weeks  in  a  hospital  while 
the  family  waited  in  desperation.  Some 
prayed  that  he  would  die. 

She  was  going  somewhere,  but  she 
didn't  know  when.  The  county  nursing 
homes  had  refused  to  accept  her 
because  she  was  on  Medicaid,  and  they 
were  being  more  selective  now.  She 
cried  when  she  heard  that  she  would 
be  "shipped"  somewhere  miles  away 
from  her  home  and  family. 

Both  of  these  stories  mirror  the  words 
Jesus  spoke  to  Peter: 
"When  you  were  young,  you  put  on 
your  own  belt,  and  walked  where  you 
liked;  but  when  you  grow  old,  you 
will  stretch  out  your  hands  and 
somebody  else  will  put  a  belt  around 
you  and  take  you  where  you  do  not 
want  to  go"  (John  21:18,  Jerusalem 
Bible). 

We  are  simply  not  ready  for  the  major 
social  issue  which  already  knocks  at  our 
doors.  The  lack  of  nursing-home  beds, 
the  long,  bureaucratic  maze  through 
which  counties  must  grope  to  get  new 
beds,  and  continuing  problems  in 
existing  facilities  become  worse  every 
day.  The  situation  is  exacerbated  by  a 
growing  "geriatric  elitism"  which  allows 
most  nursing  homes  to  pick  and  choose 
their  residents,  usually  accepting  those 
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who  can  pay  their  own  way,  and 
refusing  Medicaid  Assistance  patients 
who  pay  a  lower  rate.  Poor  patients  now 
have  to  find  beds  in  less  crowded  parts 
of  their  states,  which  means  separation 
from  their  families.  The  long  delays  are 
agonizing  and  painful. 

It  is  bad  enough  when  our  frail  elderly 
are  neglected  by  society.  It  is  painful 
to  feel  their  sense  of  abandonment  and 
the  way  they  perceive  a  nursing  home 
as  the  last  stop  before  death.  But  to 
be  denied  a  bed  by  bureaucratic  sloth 
is  downright  sinful. 

War  stories  still  abound  about 
nursing  homes,  and  reforms  have  been 
initiated  by  many  facilities.  Yet  the 
problems  still  exist.  A  recent  study  by 
the  Federal  Health  Care  Administra- 
tion Financing  reported  that  out  of 
15,000  nursing  homes  in  America,  only 
2,300  met  minimum  standards  on  32 
key  measures  of  the  quality  of  care.  At 
least  improvements  have  been  made  in 
availability  of  emergency  medical  care, 
and  freedom  from  physical  or  mental 


abuse.  But  the  "total  institution"  image 
still  prevails. 

Our  concern  is  that  despite  some 
reforms  in  existing  nursing  homes,  the 
unavailability  of  space  will  grow  worse. 
The  fastest  growing  segment  of  our 
society  are  people  past  85,  and  that 
number  will  double  in  size  by  the  end 
of  the  century.  Many  of  these  people 
need  skilled  nursing  care.  The  need  for 
beds  in  the  21st  century  is  mind- 
boggling.  Four  million  baby  boomers 
will  need  nursing-home  beds,  more  than 
three  times  the  number  now  residing 
in  nursing  homes. 

What  can  the  Christian  church  do? 

•  The  church  can  "adopt"  nursing 
homes  in  their  communities,  and 
provide  continuous  oversight. 

•  The  church  can  train  visitors  (using 
such  guides  as  Joel  T.  Keys,  Our  Older 
Friends — A  Guide  for  Visitors,  For- 
tress, 1983)  or  Steven  Doughty,  Min- 
istry of  Love  (Ave  Maria  Press,  1984) 
and  "adopt"  nursing  home  residents. 

•  The  church  can  work  with  existing 
agencies  to  provide  respite  care  for 
caregivers.  Gerontologist  Elaine  Brody 
estimates  that  well  over  five  million 
Americans  spend  part  of  their  day 
taking  care  of  frail  or  dependent 
parents. 

•  The  church  could  be  advocates  for 
more  nursing-home  beds,  and  urge 
politicians  to  speed  up  the  process  (in 
North  Carolina,  451  new  beds  have 
been  approved  which  still  don't  exist 
due  to  this  bureaucratic  maze). 


In  my  own  parish  in  Lenoir,  our  older 
people  have  been  constant  advocates 
for  a  new  nursing  home  adjacent  to  our 
church,  and  despite  long  delays,  and 
endless  holdups,  this  dream  will  soon 
become  a  reality. 

Perhaps  this  crisis  never  hits  home 
until  it  happens  in  our  family,  and  it 
is  our  father  or  mother  who  has  to  find 
a  bed  in  a  nursing  home.  As  Christians, 
however,  are  we  not  called  to  "go 
outside  the  camp,  bearing  abuse  for 
Him,"  and  show  compassion  to  those 
whose  rights  have  been  denied?  Henri 
J.M.  Nouwen  says  that  the  Messiah  will 
be  found  sitting  among  the  poor, 
covered  with  wounds.  If  ever  such  a 
place  existed  in  our  society,  it  is  the 
halls  and  rooms  of  our  nursing  homes, 
where  people  "sit  in  darkness  and  the 
shadow  of  death." 

Mary  Adelaide  Mendelson,  author  of 
Tender  Loving  Greed,  says  it  well: 
"In  these  dark  institutions  where  we 
have  sent  them,  people  are  asking  only 
this:  to  live  out  their  remaining  days 
in  decency  and  dignity;  to  die  as  they 
have  lived,  as  human  beings.  That  is 
all  they  are  asking.  And  there  is  none 
to  answer  except  us." 

And  we  might  add,  what  about  those 
who  languish  in  hospitals  or  homes  who 
can't  find  a  bed?  There  must  be  an 
answer  somehwere,  and  if  not  now, 
when? 

Dr.  Richard  L.  Morgan  is  pastor  of 
Fairview  Church  in  Lenoir,  N.C. 


Baltimore  youths  learn  to  be 
thankful  for  life's  simple  things 


Editor's  note:  Each  summer,  a 
group  of  youths  and  adults  from 
Baltimore  Presbytery  travel  to  either 
Mexico  or  Jamaica  to  live,  work,  and 
worship  among  people  there.  This 
year,  the  groups  taught  vacation 
church  school  in  Jamaica  and  worked 
on  building,  repairing,  and  painting 
at  a  school  and  clinic  in  Mexico. 

Two  youths  wrote  their  impressions 
upon  their  return: 

Anna  Schiller,  from  Chestnut 
Grove  Church  in  Phoenix,  Md.,  on 
her  trip  to  Jamaica.  (Anna  enclosed 
the  text  of  a  note  written  to  her  from 
a  Jamaican  child): 

"Dear  Anna,  We  would  like  to  show 
how  much  we  appreciate  you  when 
you  taught  us  about  God  which  is 
some  of  the  things  we  did  not  know. 
Thank  you  Anna  from  Letoya  and 
Diana.  God  bless  you." 

This  short  note,  carefully  printed  on 
a  scrap  of  construction  paper,  was 
presented  to  me  the  last  day  of  Bible 
school  in  Chodleigh,  Manchester, 
Jamaica.  It  was  attached  to  a  home- 
made envelope  filled  with  five  pieces 
of  penny  candy  and  three  tiny  wild 
roses.  I  don't  think  that  a  large  box 
of  exotic  chocolates  and  a  dozen  long- 
stemmed  roses  from  the  man  of  my 
dreams  could  come  close  to  meaning 
as  much  as  this  small  gift  did. 

This  incident  was  so  typical  of  the 
Jamaicans  that  we  met.  Their  faith  in 
the  Lord  gave  them  huge  hearts  filled 
with  kindness  and  generosity.  They 
would  sacrifice  so  much  just  so  we 
would  feel  comfortable  and  at  ease  in 
their  land  that  was  so  unfamiliar  to 
us.  Their  lovingness  overflowed  from 
their  hearts  and  spread  among  us.  It 
made  working  together  with  them  so 
much  fun! 

I  think  that  my  lasting  impression 
of  Jamaica  will  be  the  many  beautiful 
people  that  I  met  and  befriended.  I 
just  hope  that  God  worked  through 
me  enough  so  that  they  will  be  able 
to  remember  me  as  fondly  as  I  will 
reminisce  about  them. 


Katherine  Behrens,  from  Second 
Church,  Baltimore,  on  her  trip  to 

Mexico:  The  Presbytery  of  Baltimore 
has  been  conducting  mission  work 
with  the  Prisila  Bible  School  for 
several  years,  and  I  finally  took 
advantage  of  the  opportunity  to  go. 
For  two  weeks  we  interacted  with  the 
students,  a  group  of  30-some  girls 
ranging  from  17  to  21,  and  helped 
them  to  repaint  their  school. 

I  never  expected  to  learn  so  much 
and  have  so  much  fun  at  the  same 
time.  The  work  we  did  was  rewarding 
not  only  because  of  the  finished 
product,  but  because  I  learned  an 
entirely  new  lifestyle.  There  were 
times,  however,  that  I  felt  like  what 
we  did  was  so  unimportant  when 
compared  to  some  of  the  poverty  in 
the  country.  I  would  think  to  myself 
that  what  I  was  doing  was  ridiculous. 
Why  on  earth  paint  a  school  when 
people  had  no  running  water?  when 
they  walked  miles  just  to  bring  back 
one  pail  of  water  from  a  well  that  may 
even  be  contaminated?  when  they 
lived  in  houses  that  were  literally 
boxes  built  on  top  of  dirt? 

It  was  incredible  to  me  that  no 
matter  how  poor,  how  sick,  or  how 
unhappy  these  people  might  be,  they 
still  hung  crosses  in  their  windows  and 
thanked  God  for  what  they  had  been 
given — a  life,  a  family,  and  love.  It 
is  so  easy  for  us  to  get  wrapped  up 
in  "things" — materialistic,  selfish, 
even  petty — that  we  cannot  take  the 
time  to  be  thankful.  That  was  the  best 
thing  that  I  learned  in  Mexico,  and 
I  think  it  was  the  most  important  one. 
It  no  longer  mattered  to  me  that  the 
work  we  did  was  not  going  to  be  felt 
by  tons  of  people.  What  mattered  was 
that  it  would  be  felt  and  that  it  would 
be  appreciated. 

What  I  learned  in  Mexico  not  only 
helped  the  girls  at  the  School,  but  also 
helped  me  to  grow  as  a  person.  We 
learned  what  it  is  to  give  a  part  of 
yourself  to  people  who  really  need  it. 
It  is  the  most  rewarding  experience 
that  can  be  learned. 


COMMENTARY 





Boesak  said  arrested  for  acts, 
not  his  anti-apartheid  views 


Your  September  issue,  on  page  8, 
says  that  the  Rev.  Allan  Boesak  "has 
gained  fame  since  his  election  for  his 
leadership  in  the  anti-apartheid  move- 
ment, for  which  he  was  arrested  and 
imprisoned."  This  statement, 
attributed  to  a  dateline  of  Seoul, 
Korea,  is  structured  so  that  it  reads 
as  though  the  fact  that  Mr.  Boesak 
was  a  leader  in  the  anti-apartheid 
movement,  and  nothing  more,  was  the 
cause  of  his  being  arrested  and 
detained  in  prison.  Such  is  not  the 
case. 

I  have  examined  the  record  in  Facts 
on  File  and  find  that  Mr.  Boesak  has 
been  arrested  at  least  four  times  in 
1985-to  date,  and  that  three  times  the 
charges  were  related  to  his  activities 
connected  with  marches  and 
demonstrations,  apparently  believed 
by  the  police  or  other  government 
authorities  to  be  contrary  to  law.  The 
only  time  I  noted  that  he  was  detained 
was  for  nearly  a  month,  beginning 
August  27,  1985,  with  a  charge,  later 
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made,  of  subversion  in  relation  to  his 
call  for  certain  boycotts. 

I  have  noted  similar  press  reports 
elsewhere  that  read  as  though  persons 
arrested  for  violating  laws  are 
euphemistically  stated  to  have  been 
arrested  merely  because  of  their 
political  views.  Press  reports  ought  to 
indicate  clearly  the  truth  when  the 
person  arrested  was  engaged  in  some 
kind  of  disobedience  of  the  law, 
particularly  if  the  law  in  question  is 
valid. 

Karl  Landstrom,  Attorney 
Arlington,  Va. 

Editor's  note:  The  article  Mr. 
Landstrom  refers  to  was  on  the  back 
page  that  readers  get  who  do  not  get 
a  presbytery  page. 


Church-union  group  to  hold  regional 
meetings  to  interpret  proposed  covenant 


The  executive  committee  of  the  Con- 
sultation on  Church  Union  has  voted  to 
withhold  planning  any  plenary  meetings 
of  the  25-year-old  organization  until  after 
its  nine  member  churches  have  studied 
and  voted  upon  the  issue  of  covenanting. 

The  original  conception,  when  the 
denominations  began  to  meet  together 
a  quarter  of  a  century  back,  was  the 
possibility  of  a  one-church  structure. 
This  notion  has  long  been  abandoned  for 
a  new  concept  of  outward  expression  of 
a  covenanting  communion.  The  covenant 
would  be  a  different  form  of  church 


union,  without  involving  church 
structures. 

Instead  of  plenary  meetings,  the 
committee  decided  to  hold  regional 
interpretation  events;  the  group  agreed 
that  COCU's  most  important  goal  now 
is  informing  people  in  the  churches  as 
to  what  the  covenanting  document 
means. 

The  concept  involves  such  things  as 
recognizing  members  in  one  baptism, 
recognizing  each  other's  churches  as  true 
churches,  celebrating  the  sacraments 
together,  and  confessing  faith  together. 
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Latin  America's  legions  of  poor  struggle,  offer  hope 


By  Frances  Daniel 

Marco  Antonio  rises  each  day  before 
the  first  rays  of  sun  paint  golden  the 
Andean  peaks  surrounding  the  Peru- 
vian town  of  Cuzco.  In  the  chill 
morning  air  he  must  walk  to  the 
community  water  spigot,  fill  several 
gallon  containers  with  fresh  water  and 
carry  them  home  before  school  begins 
at  8:00  a.m. 

If  "a  pint's  a  pound  the  world 
around,"  that  means  there  is  a  weight 
of  eight  pounds  in  each  of  the  gallon 
containers  he  balances  on  his  shoulders 
between  spigot  and  home;  not  an  easy 
task  even  for  a  sixth  grader  of  his 
strength.  And  this  sixth  grader  looks 
no  larger  than  the  average  U.S.  third 
grader! 

When  school  is  over  at  2:00  p.m., 
Marco  Antonio  does  not  head  for  a 
local  playground.  His  workday  is 
actually  just  beginning.  He  goes  back 
home  and  carefully  packs  up  a  supply 
of  pottery:  bowls,  jars,  and  other 
articles  that  his  father  has  made  and 
which  his  mother  has  painted.  It  is  his 
part  of  the  "family  business"  to  walk 
through  the  streets  and  squares  of 
Cuzco  and  try  to  sell  his  wares  to  the 
tourists. 

It  was  after  midnight  on  our  last  night 
in  Cuzco  when  I  purchased  the  deli- 
cately painted  jar  with  its  perfectly  fitted 
lid  from  Marco  Antonio. 

As  one  of  a  small  group  of  US-based 


Church  World  Service/ CROP  staff 
who  were  visiting  development  and 
relief  programs  in  Peru,  I  enjoyed  my 
conversations  with  this  young,  hard- 
working entrepreneur. 

As  the  story  of  his  daily  life  unfolded, 
I  felt  admiration  for  the  pride  he  took 
in  his  family's  work  and  for  his  forth- 
right manner.  He  sought  no  pity  for 
his  days  which  were  long  on  work  and 
short  on  food  and  play. 
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My  thoughts  turned  to  my  own  well- 
fed,  well-schooled,  well-clothed  chil- 
dren and  their  friends  in  our  neighbor- 
hood. The  young  Peruvian  child  stand- 
ing before  me  knew  more  of  the  ways 
of  the  world  than  those  children  would 
ever  know.  Yet  they  will  have  to  know 
Marco  Antonio's  reality,  and  the  reality 
of  the  majority  of  the  world's  children, 
if  they  are  to  become  world  citizens. 

In  the  last  10  years,  a  period  dubbed 
"Latin  America's  Lost  Decade"  by 
Newsweek,  indebtedness  and  interest 
payments  have  virtually  destroyed  the 
economies  of  many  Latin  American 
countries.  What  is  tragic  is  that  those 
international  debts  have  been  paid  with 
money  originally  earmarked  for  pro- 
grams to  help  the  poor,  creating 
economic  systems  that  force  people  like 
Marco  Antonio  and  his  parents  to  pay 


off  the  debt  while  a  minority  of 
powerf  ul  and  wealthy  people  get  richer. 

They  and  millions  like  them  in  Peru 
and  other  Latin  American  countries  live 
the  subsistence  economy  of  the  margi- 
nally employed.  They  are  counted  as 
"employed"  by  the  government,  but 
they  receive  no  state  benefits  or  social 
protection. 

Oscar  Bolioli,  head  of  the  Caribbean 
and  Latin  American  desk  of  Church 
World  Service,  says  that,  unnoticed  by 
the  media,  thousands  of  people  are 
added  daily  to  the  numbers  of  those 
living  in  greater  misery  in  the  streets 
of  Latin  America. 

Reflecting  on  my  time  in  Peru,  other 
images  flash  before  me.  And,  even 
though  I  despair  at  the  conditions  that 
make  up  the  daily  reality  of  the  people, 
their  presence  in  my  life  signifies  hope. 
Indeed,  the  people  of  Peru  bring  new 
meaning  and  greater  depth  to  that  word 
hope  than  I  could  ever  imagine  before! 

In  addition  to  Marco  Antonio,  these 
are  my  heroes:  the  children  who  live 
together,  parentless  in  a  city's  streets, 
the  ones  for  whom  every  day  is  a  new 
danger,  even  as  they  declare  with 
certainty  that  they  are  "the  children  to 
make  a  better  world  where  children  will 
not  be  abused";  Luis,  adult  advocate 
for  these  children,  who  uses  his  skill 
and  reputation  as  a  writer  to  tell  the 
children's  story  to  the  world;  Hedy,  who 
drives  her  jeep  alone  to  remote  areas, 
helping  villagers  develop  cooperatives 


to  support  themselves;  Miriam,  daugh- 
ter of  the  middle  class,  who  helps 
women  in  the  Lima  shantytowns  to 
organize  "soup  kitchens"  enabling  their 
neighbors  and  families  to  have  at  least 
one  meal  a  day;  Polycarp,  Amazonian 
native,  working  to  restore  history  and 
dignity  to  his  people.  The  list  of  those 
who  live  and  breathe  hope  in  the  midst 
of  chaos  goes  on  and  on! 

Church  World  Service  is  one  of  many 
private  volunteer  organizations  work- 
ing throughout  the  world  to  address 
these  pressing  human  problems.  With 
colleague  agencies  in  more  than  70 
countries  around  the  globe,  CWS 
continues  to  make  a  difference  in  the 
lives  of  the  world's  people  through  a 
commitment  to  new  models  of  social 
change,  and  to  projects  appropriate  for 
the  lives  of  the  people,  while  assuring 
sustainable  development  that  includes, 
rather  than  excludes,  the  poor. 

My  participation  in  our  community 
CROP  Walk  this  fall  will  take  on  new 
meaning.  The  CWS/ CROP  motto  "We 
Walk  Because  They  Walk"  has  been 
incarnated  for  me.  Marco  Antonio  will 
be  walking  with  me,  even  as  I  walked 
with  him  late  one  night  in  the  streets 
of  Cuzco,  Peru.  I  hope  my  walk- 
ing makes  a  difference!  I  pray  that  it 
does! 

Frances  M.  Daniel  is  assistant  regional 
director  of  Carolinas  CWS/JCROP.  She 
lives  in  Rock  Hill,  SC. 


Outreach  Foundation  approves 
covenant  with  G.A.  agencies 


LOUISVILLE,  Ky.  —  The 
board  of  trustees  of  the  Outreach 
Foundation  has  approved  a 
covenant  with  the  Global  Mis- 
sion, Evangelism  and  Church 
Development,  and  Stewardship 
and  Communication  Develop- 
ment Ministry  Units  that  would 
make  formal  the  relationship 
between  the  foundation  and  the 
General  Assembly  agencies. 

Those  unit's  committees  were 
to  vote  on  the  covenant  in 
October.  If  approved,  the  rec- 
ommendation will  go  to  the 
General  Assembly  Council  for 
confirmation  in  November.  The 
foundation,  which  is  a  chapter 
IX  organization,  raises  funds 
through  giving  over  and  above 
the  mission  contributions  direct- 
ly to  the  church  for  Presbyter- 
ian-related evangelism,  starting 


new  churches,  and  evangelistic 
education  projects  in  the  United 
States  and  abroad.  The  founda- 
tion distributed  over  $5.5  million 
to  projects  during  the  past 
decade. 

Chapter  IX  organizations  are 
ones  devoted  to  special  causes, 
not  part  of  the  church  structure 
but  relating  to  and  sanctioned 
by  the  church.  "Chapter  IX" 
refers  to  the  section  of  the 
church's  Book  of  Order  govern- 
ing such  organizations. 

The  foundation  is  concerned 
about  "the  decline  in  member- 
ship, decline  in  the  number  of 
overseas  Presbyterian  mission- 
aries, and  the  serious  decline  in 
mission  dollars  for  evangelism 
and  global  mission,"  said  the 
Rev.  David  Jenkins,  executive 
director. 


WATCH   WHAT   "VOU  *  RE  DOING 
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Changing  mission  emphasis 
reflects  2  centuries  of  work 


By  Margaret  Sydnor 

Following  World  War  II,  with  the  demise 
of  colonialism  and  the  rise  of  indigenous 
churches,  the  whole  picture  of  missions 
changed. 

We  are  now  gloriously  reaping  the  harvest 
of  the  work  of  our  pioneer  missionaries  of  the 
1800's  and  1900's.  People  who  were  converted 
to  Christ  through  their  early  witness  have 
continued  and  multiplied  the  work  of  the 
missionaries.  Many  new  Christians  are  being 
educated  by  the  second-,  third-,  and  later- 
generation  Christians  in  their  homelands,  and 
have  become  leaders  in  all  phases  of  civic  and 
church  life.  Some  of  the  most  able  Christians 
are  being  sent  by  their  church  governing  bodies 
to  the  United  States  and  other  countries  for 
post-graduate  study  and  mission  assignments. 

Dr.  T.  Hartley  Hall  IV,  president  of  Union 
Theological  Seminary  in  Virginia,  says  that  it 
is  more  cost-efficient  to  train  in  the  United 
States  Third- World  people  who  have  had  basic 
education  in  their  homeland  and  prepare  them 
to  return  to  their  countries  to  teach  on  the 
seminary  level  or  to  take  other  positions  of  lea- 
dership. It  is  the  most  effective  and  economical 
way  to  strengthen  the  witness  in  their  countries. 

Tak  Ho  Lam,  who  is  Chinese,  came  here  from 
a  teaching  position  in  a  Christian  seminary  in 


Hong  Kong.  He.  finished  his  doctorate  at  the 
Presbyterian  School  of  Christian  Education  in 
the  spring  of  1989.  Most  of  the  professors  at 
his  home  seminary  are  from  overseas — the  U.S., 
Canada,  and  Great  Britain.  Since  the  professors 
will  have  to  leave  in  1997  when  Hong  Kong 
reverts  to  China,  highly  trained  natives  will  be 
particularly  invaluable  at  that  time.  We  are  glad 
to  have  had  a  part  by  providing  a  place  for 
Tak  Ho  and  his  family  to  stay  at  Mission  Court 
while  they  were  studying  in  Richmond,  Va. 

Daud  and  Vivian  Soesilo  of  Indonesia  are 
Christian  theologians,  having  received  post-gra- 
duate training  at  U.T.S.  Daud  heads  a  team 
of  Biblical  scholars  who  are  working  on  the  trans- 
lation of  the  Bible  into  130  Indonesian  dialects. 
Vivian  is  the  pastor  of  a  church  of  1200  members. 

As  Hall  told  us  at  a  recent  meeting  of  the 
Mission  Court  Board  of  Trustees,  "It  doesn't 
matter  where  one's  passport  is  issued.  We  are 
all  involved  in  the  same  mission,  going  into 
all  the  world  together  as  partners  in  obedience 
to  the  same  Lord." 

That  is  what  mission  is  all  about,  isn't  it? 

Margaret  Sydnor  serves  on  the  executive 
committee  of  Mission  Court,  which  houses 
missionaries  on  home  leave  and  foreign  students 
at  Union  Seminary  and  the  Presbyterian  School 
of  Christian  Education. 


Beirut  college  reopens  six  months  after  war  closes  it 


BEIRUT,  Lebanon  —  More 
than  60  percent  of  Beirut  Uni- 
versity College  students  returned 
Oct.  2  when  the  college  opened 
its  doors  for  the  first  time  since 
March.  The  college  was  forced 
to  close,  along  with  other 
schools  here,  because  of  the  civil 
war  that  has  been  raging  in  the 
country  for  14  years. 

Due  to  the  current  cease  fire, 
Lebannese  who  left  the  country 
during  the  war  are  returning 
each  day  and  college  officials 
expect  to  be  back  on  a  routine 
within  a  few  months,  said  Betsy 
Mayfield,  the  school's  director 
of  development  for  North  Amer- 
ica. 

Presbyterians  founded  the 
college  in  1924  as  a  junior  college 


for  women,  the  first  of  its  kind 
in  the  Middle  East.  Presbyter- 
ian women  in  the  United  States 
raised  $53,000  in  the  1930s  to 
purchase  the  land  and  first 
buildings  on  the  campus.  The 
college  became  a  four-year  lib- 
eral arts  institution  in  1948. 

Presbyterians  and  other  aca- 
demics from  the  United  States 
administered  the  college  for 
many  years.  The  president  of  the 
college  from  the  1930s  through 
the  1950s  was  the  Rev.  William 
A.  Stolzfus,  a  Presbyterian 
minister  and  graduate  of  Van- 
derbilt  University. 

The  college  relinquished  ad- 
ministrative ties  with  the  Pres- 
byterian Church  in  1973  when 
the  school  became  nonsectarian. 


It  retains  Presbyterian  relations, 
however,  with  five  members  of 
the  Synod  of  Syria  and  Lebanon 
on  the  college's  board  of  over- 
seers, and  financial  support  from 
the  Presbyterian  Church 
(U.S.A.). 

In  the  early  1970s,  men  were 
accepted  into  the  college  and 
today  more  than  4,000  students 
attend  the  college  on  three 
campuses:  Ras  Beirut,  Sidon, 
and  Byblos.  The  mission  of  the 
college  is  to  teach  peaceful 
coexistence  and  intellectual 
accomplishment,  and  provide 
opportunities  for  many  Leba- 
nese who  do  not  have  the  resour- 
ces or  connections  to  leave  the 
country  regardless  of  the  situa- 
tion that  exists  there. 
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Special  program  focuses  on 
needs  of  ethnic  students 


By  Robert  Thomason 

Racial-ethnic  persons  (those  we  formerly 
called  ethnic  "minorities")  are  a  special  concern 
of  United  College  Ministries  in  Northern  Vir- 
ginia, synod's  ministry  with  George  Mason  Uni- 
versity, and  the  five  campuses  of  Northern  Vir- 
ginia Community  College.  More  than  56,000 
students  are  currently  enrolled  in  these  urban, 
commuter  schools  serving  primarily  the  Vir- 
ginia suburbs  of  Metro  Washington;  more  than 
20  percent  of  them  are  racial-ethnic  persons. 

They  are  African-Americans  like  Letitia,  the 
first  in  her  family  to  attend  college,  and  Mi- 
chael, who  works  full-time  to  support  his  family 
and  pay  his  tuition.  They  are  recent  immigrants 
from  troubled  areas  of  the  world  like  Jorge 
from  El  Salvador  and  Aziza  from  Iran, 
struggling  with  a  new  language  and  a  strange 
culture.  They  are  second-generation  Americans 
like  Lily  from  Taiwan  and  Kiet  from  Vietnam, 
seeking  to  find  their  unique  identity  in  the  only 
country  they  have  ever  known  while  affirming 
and  preserving  the  traditions  of  their  parents. 

Recognizing  the  special  needs  of  these 
students,  in  1985  United  College  Ministries 
created  a  racial-ethnic  ministry  with  a  part-time 
chaplain  whose  primary  function  is  to  be  their 
pastor.  The  position  was  funded  the  first  year 
with  a  special  grant  from  the  United  Methodist 
Church  but  is  now  supported  by  the  ministry's 
general  budget. 

Karen  Morrow,  a  United  Methodist  minister 
formerly  campus  minister  at  Virginia  Common- 
wealth University,  served  the  first  two  years 
as  racial-ethnic  ministry  chaplain.  Kristal 
Owens,  an  American/ National  Baptist  minis- 
ter, served  from  1987-89.  Lawrence  Withers- 
poon,  a  Southern  Baptist  minister  and  a 
Howard  University  Divinity  School  student,  is 
the  current  chaplain. 

Through  their  efforts,  a  variety  of  personal 
needs  have  been  met,  from  emergency  financial 


On  Campus 

Ministries  in  Higher  Education 

assistance  to  counseling  about  spiritual  matters. 
Numerous  ethnic  student  groups  have  been  sup- 
ported, from  the  Black  Student  Alliance  to 
SALSA  (Spanish  American  Latin  Student  As- 
sociation). Several  campus-wide  programs  have 
been  offered,  from  special  activities  in  celebra- 
tion of  Black  History  Month  and  the  birthday 
of  Dr.  Martin  Luther  King  Jr.  to  a  forum  on 
the  Role  of  Women  in  Three  Religious 
Traditions — Christianity,  Islam,  and  Judaism. 

United  College  Ministries  is  a  multi-faceted 
ministry  in  which  Presbyterians  join  Disciples, 
Episcopalians,  Lutherans,  United  Church  of 
Christ,  and  United  Methodists  to  proclaim  the 
good  news  of  Jesus  Christ  on  the  campuses 
of  Northern  Virginia.  Other  forms  that  witness 
takes  includes: 

•A  Listening  Post  staffed  by  15  lay  volun- 
teers, offering  a  listening  ear  in  the  college 
cafeteria  on  three  campuses  for  two  hours  each 
per  week. 

•  Frequent  high-level  educational  events  for 
campus  and  church,  such  as  last  year's 
Symposium  on  Religion,  the  First  Amendment, 
and  the  Future  and  an  upcoming  forum  on 
Inter-Faith  Dialogue. 

•An  annual  Hunger  Awareness  Week,  in- 
cluding an  OXFAM  Fast,  and  recruitment  and 
support  of  volunteers  assisting  homeless 
shelters. 

Directed  by  Robert  Thomason,  a  United 
Methodist  minister  and  its  full-time  minister 
director,  United  College  Ministries  in  Northern 
Virginia  is  one  of  39  ministries  in  higher 
education  seeking  to  fulfill  the  synod's  mission 
on  college  and  university  campuses. 

"On  Campus"  is  a  periodic  feature  on  the 
synod's  campus  ministries,  written  by  the 
campus  ministers. 


TV  series  to  take  closer 
look  at  world  hunger 

Church-sponsored  programs  seek 
better  public  understanding 


Presbyterians  will  be  urged  to 
tune  in  their  Public  Broadcast- 
ing System  station  early  in  1990 
to  watch  a  four-part  series  on 
world  hunger. 

The  series,  Breakthrough  on 
Hunger,  was  produced  by  jour- 
nalist Richard  Harley,  an  award- 
winning  reporter  for  the  Chris- 
tian Science  Monitor.  An  ecu- 
menical coalition  of  21  national 
Jewish,  Protestant,  and  Roman 
Catholic  organizations  spon- 
sored the  series.  The  coalition 
was  formed  three  years  ago  "to 
help  the  U.S.  religious  commu- 
nity maximize  the  media's  im- 
pact on  public  understanding  of 
global  hunger — its  nature, 
causes  and  potential  solutions." 

PBS  describes  the  series: 

•Program  one  addresses  the 
question  "What  is  develop- 
ment?" One  of  the  key  dilemmas, 
Harley  says,  is  "the  fact  that  it 
is  our  ideas  about  the  world  that 
have  largely  defined  the  planet's 
attempts  to  overcome  poverty 
and  hunger."  This  program  tries 
"to  see  beyond  our  assumptions 
in  order  to  contribute  to  real 
global  needs." 

•  Program  two  looks  at  some 
of  the  political  and  economic 
realities  faced  by  those  who 
work  to  alleviate  hunger  and 
poverty. 

•  Program  three  examines  the 
failure  of  Western-imposed 
models  of  development  on  the 
Third  World  and  "the  difference 
it  makes  when  development 


programs  are  defined  and  sup- 
ported locally." 

•Program  four  explores  the 
immense  but  largely  unnoticed 
changes  in  the  world  economic 
order  and  how  those  changes 
affect  the  lives  of  citizens  in  rich 
and  poor  countries. 

Harley  said,  "As  a  journalist 
I  had  become  aware  that  our 
media  covers  a  lot  more  news 
about  failure  and  disaster  than 
about  things  that  are  going  right 
in  developing  countries  that  are 
making  progress."  He  said  he 
had  discovered  "living  Gandhis" 
all  over  the  world  who  "under- 
stood how  to  combine  planning 
for  a  better  future  with  the 
interests  of  people  whose  future 
was  at  stake." 

His  attention  turned  to 
church-sponsored  programs,  he 
said,  because  "some  of  the  things 
that  were  emerging  in  the  Third 
World. ..had  a  certain  affinity 
with  values  that  the  religious 
communities  in  our  country  tend 
to  hold  dear..." 

Presbyterian  Hunger  Pro- 
gram officials  said  study  guides 
and  media  kits  to  help  promote 
the  series  have  been  developed 
for  use  by  congregations.  Those 
materials  are  available  from 
Alternatives/ Coalition,  P.O. 
Box  429,  Ellenwood,  Ga.  30049 
or  by  phone  at  (404)  961-0102. 

Specific  dates  for  Break- 
through on  Hunger  have  not 
been  scheduled. 


New  film  will  examine  Presbyterian  Church  today 


A  major  new  Presbyterian 
film  will  replace  the  1974  film 
The  Presbyterians,  announced 
the  Rev.  John  Coffin,  director 
of  the  General  Assembly's  Ste- 
wardship and  Communication 
Development  Unit.  The  new  film 
will  address  what  it  means  to  be 
a  Presbyterian  today. 

"It  will  present  an  honest  look 
at  the  church,  its  struggles,  and 
its  challenges,"  a  church  official 


said.  The  film  will  focus  on 
individual  Presbyterians  and 
congregations. 

Bill  Jersey  will  produce  the 
new  film,  Coffin  said.  Jersey  is 
a  Presbyterian  who  has  been 
making  films  for  25  years.  He 
is  producer-director  of  Quest 
Productions  in  Berkeley,  Cal. 

He  co-produced  a  recent  PBS 
special,  Super  Chief — The  Life 
and  Legacy  of  Earl  Warren, 


which  aired  early  in  October. 

A  committee,  representative 
of  all  ministry  units  and  related 
bodies,  developed  the  concept 
paper  for  the  new  film.  Major 
contributions  came  from  re- 
sponses to  a  questionnaire  sent 
to  synod  and  presbytery  execu- 
tives and  resource  center  coor- 
diantors.  A  design  team  of  eight 
persons  from  the  larger  group  is 
managing  the  project;  Media 


Prepare  for  peacemaking 
in  the  1990's  by  attending 

PEACEMAKING  2000: 
GROWING  TOWARD  THE  VISION 

with  Walter  Brueggemann. 

Walter  Brueggemann  is  a  writer  and 
Old  Testament  Professor  at  Columbia 
University.  Other  speakers  include: 
Allan  Boesak,  Dame  Nita  Barrow  and 
Elias  Chacour. 

June  24-28, 1990 
The  American  University, 
Washington,  D.C. 
Sponsored  by  the  Presbyterian 
Peacemaking  Program 


Write  to  the  Presbyterian 
Peacemaking  Program, 
100  Witherspoon  Street, 
Louisville,  KY  40202-1396 
for  registration  information. 


Services  of  the  Stewardship  and 
Communication  Development 
Unit  is  coordinating  production. 
A  premiere  showing  is  set  for  the 
General  Assembly  in  Salt  Lake 
City  next  year. 

The  design  team  is  enthusias- 
tic about  Jersey's  selection  as 
producer.  Jersey  also  expressed 
excitement  about  making  this 
film.  He  has  produced  prime- 
time  programs  for  NBC,  CBS, 
and  Turner  Broadcasting  and 
received  over  50  national  and 
international  awards.  In  1965  he 
produced  A  Time  For  Burning 
for  CBS,  which  veteran  CBS 
news  executive  Fred  Friendly 
called  "The  best  civil  rights  film 


You  Haven't 
Changed 
in  Years! 

Are  they  saying  this 
about  you? 
To  find  out  more  about 
how  you  can  make 
learning,  growing  and 
changing  a  lifelong  ex- 
perience, contact  us. 

Please  send  me  more  informa- 
tion about  Montreat's  programs 
and  facilities. 


Name 


Address 
City  


State 


Zip 


Mail  to: 

Montreat  Conference  Center 
Post  Office  Box  969 
Montreat,  NC  28757 
704-669-291 1 


ever  made."  The  film  received 
four  awards  and  an  Academy 
Award  nomination. 

Other  Jersey-produced  films 
include  the  Emmy-winning  Chil- 
dren of  Violence;  the  1983  film 
The  First  Fifty  Years:  Reflec- 
tions on  U.S.-Soviet  Relations, 
which  received  the  Dupont- 
Columbia  highest  award;  and 
Faces  of  the  Enemy,  about 
which  noted  director  Oliver 
Stone  said,  "A  film  all  humanity 
should  see." 

The  impact  of  Jersey's  work 
is  conveyed  in  a  review  by  Bill 
Moyers  of  The  Fighting  Minis- 
ters, a  film  about  three  ministers, 
their  wives  and  families:  "I 
watched  The  Fighting  Minis- 
ters...I  am  still  haunted  by  the 
testimony  of  these  men  and 
women  who  have  paid  so  fear- 
fully for  acting  in  conscience  and 
by  the  questions  raised  in  this 
film:  What  is  Christianity?  Who 
is  a  Christian?  What  would  I 
have  done?.. .It  is  a  fearsome 
thing  to  contemplate,  and  I  am 
shaken  by  what  I  saw  of  con- 
viction so  powerful  it  is  socially 
and  spiritually  explosive." 

The  28-minute  Presbyterian 
film  with  study  guide  is  to  be 
available  in  the  following  for- 
mats: 16mm  film  (English  only, 
$200  each,  #225-90-750);  video- 
tape: one-half  inch  VHS  ($29.95 
each;  English,  225-90-751;  Ko- 
rean, 225-90-752;  Spanish,  225- 
90-753;  closed-captioned  for  the 
deaf  in  English  only,  225-90-754). 

To  order,  call  Distribution 
Services  (DMS)  toll-free  at  1- 
800-524-2612.  The  shipping  date 
for  the  film  and  video  in  English 
is  September  1990.  Shipping 
dates  for  other  versions  will  be 
announced  later. 
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The  Rev.  Z.  Bradford  Long 

is  the  new  executive  director 
of  the  Presbyterian  and  Re- 
formed Renewal  Ministries 
International  in  Oklahoma 
City,  Okla.,  succeeding  Dr. 
Brick  Bradford,  effective  Jan. 
1 .  Long  is  a  member  of  Salem 
Presbytery. 

Since  1980  Long  has  been 
a  Presbyterian  Church 
(U.S.A.)  educational  and 
evangelistic  missionary  to 
Taiwan.  Fluent  in  Mandarin, 
Long  has  directed  the  lay 
training  center  and  served  as 
vice-principal  of  the  Presby- 
terian Bible  College  in  Hsin- 

chu,  Taiwan. 

*  *  *  *  * 

The  Rev.  Leonora  Tisdale 

was  one  of  several  represen- 
tatives from  the  Presbyterian 
Church  (U.S.A.)  when  the 
Central  Committee  of  the 
World  Council  of  Churches 
met  in  Moscow  in  July.  The 
group  decided  to  set  up  a 
Committee  on  the  Progra- 
matic  Reorganization  of  the 
Council  and  asked  General 
Secretary  Emilio  Castro  to 
plan  discussions  on  the  com- 
mon understanding  and  vi- 
sion of  the  council  and  its 
relations  to  its  member 
churches  and  to  non-member 
churches  and  other  Christian 
groups. 

Tisdale  teaches  at  Union 

Seminary  in  Richmond,  Va. 

*  *  *  *  * 

The  Rev.  Albert  Peery  Jr. 

serves  on  the  General  As- 
sembly's new  Task  Force  on 
Church  Membership  Grow- 
th, formed  to  address  the 
steady  decline  in  the  Presby- 
terian Church  (U.S.A. )'s 
membership  over  the  last  two 
decades.  Peery  is  pastor  of 
Morning  Star  Church  in 
Charlotte,  N.C.  The  task 

force  formed  last  May. 

*  *  *  *  * 

The  governor  of  West  Vir- 
ginia, the  Hon.  W.  Gaston 
Caperton  III,  spoke  at  David- 
son College's  Fall  Convoca- 
tion on  Oct.  21.  His  son,  W. 
Gaston  Caperton  IV,  is  a 
senior  at  Davidson. 

The  convocation  included 
recognition  of  Prof.  Julio 
Ramirez,  whom  the  Council 
for  the  Advancement  and 
Support  of  Education  named 
North  Carolina  Professor  of 
the  Year.  Ramirez  is  associate 

professor  of  psychology. 

*  *  *  *  * 

The  Rev.  Richard  Huggins 

has  been  named  to  the  newly 
created  position  of  regional 
manager  for  the  Presbyterian 
Foundation.  He  will  oversee 
the  southern  region's  five 
synods,  including  the  Mid- 
Atlantic.  The  three  new  re- 
gional managers  direct  the  21 
regional  representatives  of 
the  foundation. 

The  other  two  managers 
are  the  Rev.  James  Caldwell, 
western  region,  and  John 
Hoskins,  the  northern  region. 

Huggins  is  a  graduate  of 
Union  Seminary  in  Virginia. 


Davidson  program  stresses  values,  support 


Classified  Ads 


WANTED:  MINISTER 

Small,  rural  Presbyterian  church, 
founded  in  1797  —  lots  of  history.  Located 
15  miles  from  Pinehurst,  N.C,  "The  Golf 
Capital  of  the  World."  Contact:  Roger 
Bailey,  Rt.  3,  Box  378,  Carthage,  N.C. 
28327,  (919)  947-5943. 

FOR  SALE 

Allen  Digital  Organ  301.  Mint  condi- 
tion. Perfect  for  average  size  sanctuary  or 
chapel  Asking  Vi  the  cost  of  a  new 
comparable  Allen  organ.  Tel.  (919)  787- 
4158.  Raleigh.  McCotter. 


Davidson  College's  standard 
curriculum  comes  with  a  "plus" 
for  73  men  and  women  in  this 
year's  freshman  class.  Those 
students  have  volunteered  for 
"Davidson  Plus,"  a  program  to 
teach  self-development,  commu- 
nity building,  and  examination 
of  values. 

Davidson  is  a  Presbyterian 
college  in  Davidson,  N.C,  sup- 
ported by  the  synod. 

Davidson  Plus  began  with  the 
premise  that  the  social  problems 
encountered  by  today's  college 
students  began  with  the  erosion 
of  the  social  support  system 
enjoyed  by  former  generations 
of  Davidson  students.  Dean  of 
Students  Will  Terry  said  David- 
son Plus  is  the  college's  attempt 
to  find  a  contemporary  replace- 
ment for  campus  programs  that 
used  to  informally  shape  the 
values  of  the  entire  college 
community. 

No  longer  do  students  gather 
for  daily  chapel  or  Sunday 
vespers  or  regularly  visit  profes- 
sors in  their  homes  for  weekly 
socials.  George  Abernethy,  pro- 
fessor emeritus  of  philosophy, 
said  that  compulsory  chapel  as 
it  existed  until  1969  helped  frame 
common  issues  for  campus-wide 
discussion.  He  said,  "In  chapel, 
everybody  in  the  community 
heard  the  same  major  speakers 
and  you  could  bring  that  into 
the  classroom  readily.  But  now 
we  don't  have  that  common 


forum." 

Besides  the  abolition  of  these 
on-campus  programs,  said  Ter- 
ry, the  society  that  raises  stu- 
dents before  they  get  to  campus 
is  less  nurturing.  He  said, 
"Values  in  our  society  are  so 
topsy-turvey.  Many  students 
come  from  broken  families  to 
begin  with,  and  the  informal 
social  support  structure  once 
they  come  to  college  is  vastly 
different  from  former  times." 

Davidson  Plus,  which  is 
funded  by  the  Duke  Endow- 
ment, is  an  experiment  in  devel- 
oping ways  for  Davidson  to 
more  intentionally  challenge  and 
influence  the  character  of  its 
students,  to  help  them  under- 
stand what  is  right,  fair,  and 
good  in  a  given  circumstance 
and  have  the  courage  to  act  on 
it. 

Andrea  Cooke,  of  Charleston, 
S.C.,  said,  "I'm  continuing  the 
way  of  life  I  led  before  college, 
but  now  I  have  complete  free- 
dom to  structure  my  activities. 
The  program  prompts  us  to 
consider  and  reflect  on  our  own 
morals  before  making  a  decision 
that  we  may  regret  later." 

The  40  women  and  33  men 
who  have  volunteered  to  take 
part  in  Davidson  Plus  this  year 
live  together  on  freshmen  halls. 
They  take  weekly  training  ses- 
sions in  things  like  time-manage- 
ment, test-taking  anxiety  reduc- 
tion, personal  goal  setting,  com- 


munity building,  conflict  resolu- 
tion, interpersonal  relationship, 
sex  and  race  roles,  academic 
planning,  career  planning,  and 
moral  decision  making.  Each 
hall  is  also  developing  a  com- 
munity service  project. 

Deidre  Montague,  a  freshman 
from  Raleigh,  N.C,  said  she 
volunteered  for  Davidson  Plus 
to  help  avoid  "the  freshman 
unknowns  —  budgeting,  time- 
management,  study  skills,  social 
skills,  and  getting  to  know 
people  and  the  campus." 

If  all  goes  according  to  plan, 
Davidson  Plus  will  improve  the 
quality  of  the  intellectual  and 
social  life  of  not  only  those 
students  involved,  but  of  the 
entire  campus.  Terry  said  David- 
son Plus  should  have  a  trickle- 
down  effect.  "We  hope  it  will 
help  students  develop  the  per- 
sonal security  it  takes  to  stand 
up  for  their  values.  That  will  help 
them  speak  up  for  what  they 
believe  in  a  crowd,  where  they 
may  now  be  reluctant  to  do  so. 
Many  times,  all  it  takes  is  moral 
courage  on  the  part  of  one 
person  to  prevent  a  situation 
from  getting  out  of  hand. 

"A  lot  of  students  just  lack 
confidence.  They  are  awed  by 
the  competition  when  they  get 
here  and  they  retreat  from  it. 
They  never  develop  their  full 
potential.  That's  a  shame,  but  we 
think  it's  not  inevitable.  David- 
son Plus  should  be  able  to  help 


them  overcome  that  feeling." 

Terry  believes  this  kind  of 
program  is  an  essential  compo- 
nent of  a  modern  liberal-arts 
education,  "especially  at  a 
church-related  school  like  ours." 

The  program  is  based  on  the 
Sierra  Project,  which  was  imple- 
meted  at  the  University  of  Cal- 
ifornia-Irvine by  John  M. 
Whitely.  The  college  hopes  to 
track  the  effect  of  the  program 
through  evaluation  of  test  results 
and  academic  performance. 
During  freshman  orientation,  all 
freshmen  took  a  "Defining 
Issues  Test"  that  gauges  their 
judgement  skills.  Follow-up 
tests  on  Davidson  Plus  students 
and  a  control  group  of  other 
students  will  help  determine 
whether  students  enrolled  in  the 
program  have  developed  judge- 
ment faster  than  the  norm. 

Terry  admits  that  the  program 
is  not  without  potential  prob- 
lems. And  he  admits  he  hasn't 
got  all  the  answers  at  this  time. 
But  he's  hopeful  that  concerns 
about  the  program  will  turn  into 
assets  with  them. 

For  instance,  he  was  asked  if 
students  who  sign  up  for  the 
program  are  probably  those  who 
need  it  least.  He  responded, 
"Maybe,  but  it  shouldn't  be 
compulsory.  We  hope  that  the 
response  of  this  year's  group  will 
be  so  positive  that  freshmen  next 
year  will  get  the  word  that  it 
shouldn't  be  missed." 


Match  of  Small  churches,   Group  to  study  church  governance 

skilled  volunteers  sought 


LINCOLN,  Neb.  —  Home- 
stead Presbytery  has  launched  a 
program  to  place  volunteers 
with  different  skills  in  its  small 
churches.  The  presbytery  has 
sent  information  to  seminaries 
and  colleges,  presbyteries  and 
synods,  and  the  Volunteer  in 
Mission  office  in  Louisville. 

The  goal  of  the  program  is  to 
strengthen  and  affirm  the  min- 
istry of  small  churches  by  pro- 
viding short-  and  long-term 
volunteer  assistance.  The  presb- 
ytery will  provide  travel  costs  to 
and  from  the  field,  resource 
materials,  and  supplies.  The 
participating  congregation  will 
provide  room  and  board  for  its 


volunteer. 

The  presbytery's  Mission  and 
Stewardship  Committee  will 
match  each  volunteer  with  a 
participating  congregation;  the 
volunteer  will  serve  under  the 
supervision  of  the  participating 
church's  session. 

Some  of  the  services  the  presb- 
ytery is  seeking  to  provide  are 
church  officer  training,  reacti- 
vating inactive  members,  ste- 
wardship training,  mission  inter- 
pretation, Bible  studies,  evange- 
lism training,  youth  and  young 
adult  ministry,  family  and  single 
parent  programs,  older  adult 
ministry,  hunger  programs,  and 
pulpit  supplies. 


KANSAS  CITY,  Mo.  —  The 
General  Assembly  Nominating 
Committee  has  appointed  a 
special  committee  mandated  by 
the  General  Assembly  this  year 
to  produce  a  thorough  study  of 
"The  Nature  of  the  Church  and 
Its  Practice  of  Governance." 

The  nominating  committee 
held  a  special  meeting  here  Sept. 
22-24  to  sift  through  168  endor- 
sements that  were  received  in  the 
10  weeks  between  the  Assemb- 
ly's action  and  the  closing  date 
for  applications.  "This  high 
degree  of  response  demonstrates 
the  interest  and  concern  of 
people  to  be  a  part  of  clarifying 
and  defining  what  we  are  about 
as  a  church  and  how  we  practice 


our  government,"  said  Carlos 
'  Gutierrez,  committee  modera- 
tor. 

Jean  Elliott,  coordinator,  said 
the  committee  "carefully  and 
prayerfully  deliberated  and 
weighed  the  specific  criteria 
outlined  by  the  Assembly"  so 
that  the  special  committee  re- 
presents a  broad  spectrum  of  the 
Presbyterian  Church. 

The  special  committee  will  be 
convened  by  General  Assembly 
Moderator  Joan  SalmonCamp- 
bell  later  this  fall.  At  its  first 
meeting  the  committee  will  elect 
its  own  moderator. 

Among  those  appointed  to  the 
special  committee  was  O.  Ran- 
dolph Rollins  of  Richmond,  Va. 


Youth  ministry  event  announced 


The  11th  annual  continuing 
education  event  for  youth  min- 
istry professionals  will  be  held 
Nov.  28-Dec.  1  at  the  Hilton 
Airport  Plaza  Inn  in  Kansas 
City,  Mo. 

The  theme  will  be  "Being  and 
Becoming  Christian:  Moving 
With  Youth  Into  the  '90s." 
Keynote  speaker  will  be  the  Rev. 
James  Fowler,  d    ctor  of  the 


Center  For  Faith  Development 
at  Candler  School  of  Theology 
of  Emory  University  in  Atlanta. 
Fowler  is  well  known  for  his 
research  and  work  in  the  devel- 
opment of  faith. 

For  registration  information, 
write  to  Presbyterian  Youth 
Ministry,  Room  5429,  100  With- 
erspoon  Street,  Louisville,  Ky. 
40202-1396. 


2  Presbyterian  schools 
host  Black  College  Day 


Johnson  C.  Smith  University 
and  Barber-Scotia  College  re- 
cently co-hosted  North  Carolina 
Black  College  Day,  along  with 
Livingstone  College.  The  event 
took  place  on  the  Johnson  C. 
Smith  campus. 

Johnson  C.  Smith,  in  Char- 
lotte, N.C,  and  Barber-Scotia, 
in  Concord,  N.C,  are  Presby- 
terian, predominantly  black 
institutions.  The  synod  supports 
both. 

The  day  revolved  around 
networking   and  fellowship 


among  black  student  govern- 
ment leaders  and  other  students 
from  the  state's  11  historically 
black  colleges  and  universities. 

The  Johnson  C.  Smith  and 
Barber-Scotia  choirs  presented  a 
special  concert.  The  participants 
attended  workshops  about 
health  awareness,  fraternities 
and  sororities,  and  relationships. 
There  was  a  rally  in  which  the 
student  government  body  pres- 
idents of  some  of  the  colleges 
addressed  various  topics. 


The  church's  statistics 

LOUISVILLE,  Ky.  —  The  following  are  some  of  the  more 
important  statistical  facts  about  the  Presbyterian  Church 
(U.S.A.).  Additional  information  of  a  more  specific  nature 
is  available  in  the  statistics  of  the  General  Assembly. 


Membership 

Churches 

Ministers 

Clergy  (male) 

Clergy  (female) 

Candidates  for  ministry 

Elders  (male) 

Elders  (female) 

Deacons  (male) 

Deacons  (female) 

Total  church  school  (pupils, 

teachers,  officers) 
Infant  baptisms 
Adult  baptisms 
Presbyteries 
Synods 


2,938,830 
11,573 
20,019 
18,151 
1,868 
1,649 
69,861 
50,552 
50,079 
47,543 

1,109,213 
47,978 
14,300 
177 
16 


Total  congregational  receipts  $1,264,598,692 

Total  gifts  per  communicant  member  430 
Local  program,  local  mission,  capital  expense   1,427,1 16,829 

Total  General  Assembly  mission  48,269,251 

Total  synod  mission  22,375,211 

Total  presbytery  mission  54,783,172 

Other  mission  (non-Presbyterian-related)  33,099,283 

Other  mission  (Presbyterian-related)  27,106,512 

Allocated  to  investments  87,609,665 

Total  per-capita  apportionment  25,360,671 

(for  General  Assembly,  synod,  and 

presbytery  ecclesiastical  operations) 
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AMONG  THE 
PRESBYTERIES 

News  from  around  the  Synod 


Christian  health  center  brings 
hope  to  lives  of  poor  in  Zaire 


Procedure  established  for 
proposed  boycott  vote 


At  its  726th  stated  meeting  in 
June,  the  Presbytery  of  Balti- 
more decided  to  postpone  a 
decision.  It  voted  not  to  vote. 
The  action  not  to  act  was  recom- 
mended by  the  presbytery's 
Peace  and  Justice  Committee 
regarding  a  possible  boycott  of 
the  General  Electric  Company. 
"What  was  approved,"  Chair 
Harry  Holfelder  explained,  "was 
an  important  process  for  con- 
ducting a  debate." 

The  debate  centers  around  the 
fact  that  General  Electric  is  a 
major  nuclear-weapons  contrac- 
tor with  the  federal  government. 
Whereas  the  image  of  GE  as  a 
consumer-product  company 
("We  bring  good  things  to  life") 
was  accurate  30  years  ago,  today 
GE  is  the  third  largest  manufac- 
turer of  primary  warfare  sys- 
tems, according  to  Ruth  Shy, 
INFACT's  national  director  of 
a  GE  boycott. 


The  process  for  Baltimore 
Presbyterians  to  debate  the  issue 
will  be  conducted  as  follows.  At 
the  September  presbytery  meet- 
ing, INFACT  was  given  20 
minutes  to  present  its  case,  and 
GE  allowed  10  minutes  to  rebut. 
At  the  November  meeting,  GE 
will  have  20  minutes  to  present 
and  INFACT,  10  minutes  to 
rebut. 

In  January  1990,  a  represen- 
tative from  MRTI  (Mission 
Responsibility  Through  Invest- 
ments) will  address  the  presby- 
tery on  the  theology  of  boycot- 
ting, and  a  resolution(s)  will  be 
presented  for  study  only.  It  is 
significant  to  note  that  the  group 
appointed  by  P&J  to  draft  such 
a  resolution(s)  will  be  constitut- 
ed by  "anyone  interested  in 
writing  it,"  according  to  Hol- 
felder. In  March,  a  final  vote  will 
be  taken,  if  possible. 


Mission  teams  learns  to 
use  gifts,  follow  others 


By  Virginia  Stevens 

In  early  July,  13  members  of 
the  Presbytery  of  Western  North 
Carolina  headed  south  of  the 
border  to  live,  work,  and  wor- 
ship in  a  shanty  town  outside  the 
city  of  Reynosa,  Mexico. 

Their  work  was  in  partnership 
with  Puentes  de  Cristo  (Bridges 
of  Christ),  a  border  ministry 
sponsored  jointly  by  the  Presby- 
terian Church  (U.S.A.)  and  the 
Presbyterian  Church  of  Mexico. 

The  team  included  men  and 
women  ranging  in  age  from  16 
to  61,  and  occupations  as  diverse 
as  professor,  plumber,  business 
person,  and  social  worker.  But 
the  differences  among  the  indi- 
viduals became  gifts  to  each 
other  and  the  community  of 
Carlos  Cantu,  where  they 
worked. 

These  Presbyterians  learned 
quickly  that  it  was  crucial  that 
each  person  lead  where  he  or  she 
had  gifts  and  follow  in  areas 

where  others  had  gifts.  The  team 


had  not  only  those  who  are 
skilled  carpenters,  but  also  some 
who  have  a  variety  of  talents 
such  as  cooking  for  a  crowd, 
photography,  organizing,  and 
maintaining  a  plan  for  clean 
water  or  planning  activities  for 
children. 

Indeed,  members  of  the  team, 
each  according  to  his  or  her 
strength  and  ability,  participated 
in  the  work,  which  included 
laying  12  tons  of  concrete, 
making  and  hanging  15  doors, 
plumbing  and  painting  two 
bathrooms. 

The  improvements  will  make 
it  possible  for  Emmanuel  Pres- 
byterian Church  to  better  serve 
its  community  with  a  clinic  and 
occupational  education  classes. 

Upon  returning,  each  member 
of  the  team  wrote  his  impres- 
sions of  the  project  in  Mexico. 
Most  of  them  affirmed  the 
satisfaction  and  deep  communi- 
ty they  experienced  as  they 
helped  one  another  discover, 
use,  and  lead  in  areas  of  indi- 
vidual giftedness. 


By  Dorothy  Temple 

In  1977  Orange  Presbytery 
adopted  a  five-year  health  and 
nutrition  partnership  project  in 
Mbujimayi,  Zaire,  with  an 
agreement  with  the  Presbyterian 
Church  (U.S.)  (now  PCUSA) 
and  the  Presbyterian  Communi- 
ty of  Zaire.  A  five-year  commit- 
ment was  unusual  at  that  time. 
As  the  end  of  that  commitment 
approached,  very  little  had  been 
accomplished  except  to  build  the 
building  and  get  a  program 
underway. 

Several  subsequent  renewals 
of  that  commitment  find  our 
denomination  agreeing  with 
development  consultants  that  20 
to  25  years  is  a  minimum  amount 
of  time  for  long-term  partner- 
ship projects  to  receive  support 
if  real  change  is  to  be  realized. 
Funding  for  this  work  has  been 
provided  by  "Pennies  for  Hun- 
ger/2 Cents  per  Meal"  funds. 

In  January  1989  the  churches 
of  Orange  Presbytery  were  in- 
corporated into  two  new  presb- 
yteries— Salem  and  New  Hope. 
Both  presbyteries  have  agreed  to 
shared  partnership  in  this  work 
in  Zaire  through  1992. 

The  purpose  of  the  Christian 
Health  Center  in  Mbujimayi  "is 
the  same  as  the  purpose  of  the 
Church:  To  honor  and  serve 
God,  to  make  Him  known  to  all 
people  through  Jesus  Christ,  to 
comfort  and  help  heal  the 
world's  hurts  and  to  give  mean- 
ing to  all  life  by  demonstrating 
the  love  of  Christ  through  the 
ministry  of  teaching,  healing  and 
helping  others  to  help  them- 
selves." The  goals  include  wit- 
nessing to  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ 
through  ministries  which  are 
concerned  with  root  causes  of 
hunger,  thus  ministering  to  the 
whole  person — body,  mind,  and 
spirit,  thereby  mandating  an 
integrated  approach  to  dealing 
with  hunger. 

Mbujimayi  is  a  city  made  up 
of  mostly  mud  huts  with  a 
population  approaching  500,000 
people.  Approximately  one 
fourth  of  the  world's  industrial 
diamonds  are  mined  there,  but 
the  general  population  receives 
few  of  the  benefits  derived  from 
this  wealth.  Before  indepen- 
dence in  1960  Africans  were  not 
allowed  in  the  city  unless  in- 
volved in  the  Belgian  mining 
operation.  While  the  people 
themselves  are  among  the  poor- 
est in  the  world,  their  corrupt 
and  oppressive  president  is  one 
of  the  wealthiest. 

The  country's  economy  has 
continually  declined  over  the 
years,  making  the  minimal-fee 
outpatient  services  at  the  Chris- 
tian Health  Center  the  only 
affordable  care  available  for  the 
masses.  The  center  is  responsible 
for  health  care  in  the  Zone  of 
Dibindi,  which  has  a  population 
of  120,000,  but  does  not  turn 
away  those  coming  from  other 
zones. 

Since  the  center  began  provid- 
ing services  in  1980,  presbytery 
representatives  have  served  on 
the  board  of  directors  governing 
the  project.  More  than  money 
has  been  provided  as  presbytery 
representatives  have  participat- 
ed in  planning  with  the  local 
people,  have  provided  expertise 


People  wait  for  services  provided  by  the  Christian  Health 
Center  in  Mbujimayi,  Zaire,  in  Africa,  a  project  supported 
for  years  by  the  old  Orange  Presbytery  and  now  by  Salem 
and  New  Hope  Presbyteries.  The  center  offers  a  wide  range 
of  activities  to  improve  health  care  and  nutrition  and  to  help 
people  become  self-sufficient. 


and  oversight,  and  have  devel- 
oped relationships  with  mem- 
bers of  the  Body  of  Christ  within 
another  culture.  As  these  rela- 
tionships have  progressed,  we 
have  received  gifts  and  learnings 
from  each  other,  thus  becoming 
real  partners  in  Christ. 

This  continuing  oversight 
provides  an  opportunity  for  the 
staff  to  develop  leadership  and 
expertise  appropriate  to  their 
own  culture.  The  relationship 
also  helps  maintain  a  measure 
of  stability  in  the  face  of  the 
political  realities  of  the  govern- 
ments of  the  country  and  church. 

The  center  maintains  records 
of  the  125,000  patients  who  have 
been  served  since  1980  by  the 
minimal  fee  outpatient  curative 
program.  Through  the  public 
health  department,  35,000  chil- 
dren received  immunizations  in 
1988.  The  records  kept  by 
monthly  weighing  and  recording 
of  the  children's  weight  make 
malnutrition  visible  to  the  moth- 
ers. 

The  under-five  clinics  identify 
the  malnourished  children 
whose  mothers  are  then  referred 
to  the  nutrition  rehabilitation 
program.  Over  3,000  children 
have  been  enrolled  in  this  pro- 
gram over  the  past  eight  years. 
The  mothers  learn  to  grow  and 
prepare  foods  that  are  locally 
available  which  provide  a  bal- 
anced diet  for  these  children. 

A  full-time  nurse  visits  21 
primary  and  secondary  schools 
to  assist  teachers  in  preparation 
for  teaching  nutrition  and  health 
education  classes.  Help  is  also 
provided  in  building  latrines  at 
the  schools. 

About  1,000  have  participated 
in  family-planning  classes  dur- 
ing the  past  year. 

An  agricultural  technician 
grows  demonstration  gardens  on 
the  center  grounds  and  assists 
residents  of  the  city  with  gardens 
and  raising  rabbits  to  increase 
dietary  iron  and  protein. 

The  village  agricultural  exten- 
sion work  is  organized  through 
committees  which  farm  cooper- 
ative fields  in  addition  to  their 
private  ones.  In  some  villages 
funds  obtained  have  been  used 
to  purchase  oxen;  in  others  a 
cooperative  store  has  been 
opened,  or  a  hand-turned  grind- 
er purchased. 

In  late  October  many  villagers 
have  to  make  a  choice  as  to 


whether  to  sell  their  remaining 
grain  so  that  they  will  have  the 
small  fees  to  send  their  children 
to  school  or  keep  the  grain  to 
feed  their  families  until  the  next 
crop  is  ready.  Our  prayer  is  that 
soon  they  will  be  growing  ample 
grain  to  sell  for  income  as  well 
as  to  feed  their  families. 

A  chaplain  is  provided  by  the 
Presbytery  of  Mbujimayi  and 
leads  the  staff  each  morning  in 
morning  worship.  He  also  is  avail- 
able for  counseling  for  patients 
and  staff  and  organizes  interces- 
sory prayer  groups  and  retreats. 

In  1986  the  World  Health 
Organization  recognized  the 
center  as  a  model  for  community 
health  development  in  Africa. 

During  the  developmental 
years  of  the  center,  missionary 
staff  trained  Zairian  staff  to 
carry  on  the  work.  Many  of  these 
received  their  basic  training  at 
our  mission  institutions.  There 
have  been  no  missionaries  on  the 
staff  since  1987.  Forty-four 
Zairians  staff  the  various  pro- 
grams; the  minimal  fees  collect- 
ed for  services  provide  about  one 
half  the  funding  for  the  total 
budget,  with  the  remainder 
coming  from  the  presbyteries, 
the  Medical  Benevolence  Foun- 
dation, and  special  gifts. 

The  Christian  Health  Center 
is  the  presence  of  Christ  amongst 
the  poor,  the  sick,  and  hungry, 
and  the  city  dwellers.  Christ's 
presence  reminds  them  that  God 
is  not  aloof,  but  present  in  their 
pain,  sharing  their  suffering. 

What  real  difference  has  the 
center  made  in  the  lives  of  the 
people?  Many  have  improved 
health.  Many  have  come  to 
believe  in  themselves — to  believe 
that  they  have  talents  which  can 
be  used  to  bring  about  a  better 
life  in  so  far  as  the  constraints 
of  a  severely  depressed  economy 
and  corrupt  government  allow. 
They  most  assuredly  are  in  a 
much  better  position  to  take 
advantage  of  opportunities 
whenever  they  appear,  perhaps 
even  to  be  leaders  in  initiation 
of  changes  needed  to  bring  their 
country  out  of  its  misery. 

Dorothy  Temple  is  a  former 
chair  of  Orange  Presbytery's 
Hunger  Committee,  representa- 
tive to  the  board  of  directors  of 
the  center  five  times,  and  pres- 
ently moderator  of  the  Hunger 
Committee  of  the  Presbytery  of 
New  Hope. 
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BSHC  is  accredited  by  COA; 
becomes  1  of  only  5  N.C.  child 
care  agencies  to  be  accredited 


Barium  Springs  Home  for 
Children  has  received  accredita- 
tion by  the  Council  on  Accred- 
itation of  Services  for  Families 
and  Children  (COA). 

Only  four  of  the  many  other 
child-welfare  agencies  in  North 
Carolina,  30  of  whom  are  mem- 
bers of  the  North  Carolina  Child 
Care  Association,  have  received 
this  distinction. 

Over  the  last  20  months,  Ba- 
rium Springs  has  gone  through 
an  extensive  study  of  its  agency 
operation,  including  an  intensive 
self-study  and  on-site  review 
conducted  by  a  carefully  trained 
team  of  experienced  profession- 
als. The  Home  demonstrated 


that  it: 

•  has  effective  management 

•  is  fiscally  sound 
•designs  its  programs  to  meet 

community  needs 

•  continually  monitors  and 
evaluates  service  quality 

•  has  qualified  personnel 

•  has  safe,  accessible  facilities 

COA  is  the  largest  compre- 
hensive, private  accreditor  of 
social  and  mental-health  service 
agencies  in  North  America.  It  is 
sponsored  by  the  Association  of 
Jewish  Family  and  Children's 
Agencies,  Catholic  Charities 
USA,  Child  Welfare  League  of 
America,  Family  Service  Amer- 


This  tree  in  front  of  Stultz  cottage  is  just  one  of  51  trees 
lost  on  the  lawns  of  Barium  Springs  Campus  during  Hurricane 
Hugo.  Fortunately,  no  one  was  hurt,  though  there  was  damage 
to  some  of  the  cottages  and  other  buildings. 


Two  residents  and  a  staff  member  from  Howard  Cottage 
pose  in  front  of  the  tree  that  landed  on  their  cottage.  The 
entire  campus  was  without  power  for  seven  days,  but  we 
survived! 


ica,  Lutheran  Social  Ministry 
System,  National  Association  of 
Homes  for  Children,  and  Na- 
tional Committee  for  Adoption. 

Accreditation  is  a  private, 
voluntary  form  of  quality  con- 
trol which  examines  total  agency 
operation  against  standards 
which  exceed  the  minimum 
requirements  of  state  and  pro- 
vincial licensing. 

We  are  very  proud  of  the 
quality  of  the  services  you  have 
made  possible  through  Barium 
Springs  Home  for  Children. 
Your  support  makes  changing 
troubled  lives  possible  through 
the  highest  quality  available. 

Alumni  News 

Ricky  Eugene  Greenwood  Jr. 
died  Wednesday,  Sept.  13,  in 
Raleigh,  N.C.  He  was  20  years 
old.  Ricky  was  a  student  in 
Sanford  cottage  in  1983.  He  is 
survived  by  his  mother,  Debbie 
Greenwood,  whose  address  is: 
7731  Falcon  Rest  Circle,  Ra- 
leigh, N.C.  27615. 

Lloyd  Parks  Edwards,  83,  of 
Statesville,  died  August  6.  He 
was  born  in  Iredell  County  on 
July  19,  1906,  and  attended 
Statesville  city  schools  and 
Barium  Springs  Home  for 
Children's  School.  Edwards  was 
well-known  in  this  area  for 
typesetting.  He  had  worked  for 
the  Statesville  Daily,  the  Land- 
mark, the  Mooresville  Enter- 
prise, and  Carolina  Linotyping 
Co.  in  Charlotte.  He  also  oper- 
ated his  own  company,  Pied- 
mont Typesetting,  from  which 
he  retired  in  1973.  On  November 
2,  1929,  Mr.  Edwards  was  mar- 
ried to  the  former  Lacy  Beatrice 
James,  who  preceded  him  in 
death  on  October  26,  1987. 
Surviving  him  are  one  son, 
David  F.  (Bucky)  Edwards  of 
Statesville;  one  daughter,  Dottie 
E.  Gaither,  also  of  Statesville; 
and  three  grandchildren. 

About  50  members  and 
spouses  of  the  class  of  1939  had 
a  50th  reunion  in  Wilmington, 
N.C,  on  Oct.  27,  28,  and  29. 
Lots  of  fun  was  had  by  all. 


Slide  Show  Available 

The  12-minute  Barium 
Springs  Home  for  Children 
slide-show  is  available  to 
church  groups,  or  other  inter- 
ested groups,  on  request. 

A  member  of  the  staff  will 
gladly  come  to  your  church 
or  organization  to  discuss  the 
Home's  activities  and  answer 
any  questions. 

Call  Reade  Baker,  director 
of  development,  at  704/872- 
4157  to  schedule  a  presenta- 
tion at  your  Sunday  night 
suppers,  meetings  of  the  Wo- 
men of  the  Church  and  Men's 
Bible  Classes,  Sunday  School 
classes,  etc.  You  need  to  see 
this  ministry  in  action  to  fully 
understand  its  service  to 
families  and  children  in  need. 


ON  A  LIGHTER  NOTE 

A  few  weeks  before  the  hurricane,  children  were  delighted 
to  see  this  hot-air  balloon  take  off  behind  the  Family  and 
Child  Development  Center.  The  gondola  (basket)  of  the 
balloon  was  behind  the  truck. 


...Or 
So  It 
Seems 


Driving  home  following  me- 
morial services  for  Allie  Reiney, 
wife  of  former  Executive  Direc- 
tor Nat  K.  Reiney,  I  was  think- 
ing about  their  family  and  how 
they  banded  together  to  sustain 
each  other  during  their  loss.  This 
led  me  to  thinking  about  my  own 
family,  and  the  importance  of 
family. 

My  own  life — indeed,  my  very 
being — is  defined  by  family.  As 
a  son,  nephew,  brother,  brother- 
in-law,  uncle,  husband,  father, 
father-in-law,  and  grandfather,  I 
am  acutely  aware  of  the  nurture 
received  through  these  relation- 
ships. The  "fruits  of  the  spirit" 
are  real  indeed! 


Earle  Frazier,  ACSW 
Executive  Director 

Then  my  thoughts  turned  to 
the  hurts  which  accompany 
caring  relationships — only  the 
people  we  care  about  can  really 
hurt  us.  And  I  thought  of  those 
who  have  been  hurt  too  often 
and  too  deeply,  and  are  unable 
to  risk  such  close  relationships 
lest  they  get  hurt  yet  again. 
Those  of  us  who  have  avoided — 
or  repaired — these  ruptures  in 
our  very  lifeline  can  only  be 
thankful,  commit  ourselves  to 
those  who  sustain  us,  and  offer 
our  best  help  to  those  who  are 
cut  off  from  that  nurture. 


The  Men  of  the  Church  from  Galatia  Church  in  Fayetteville 
recently  toured  the  programs  at  Barium  Springs.  In  front 
from  left  to  right  are  Lewis  Lindsay,  Johnny  Gillis,  and 
Herman  Autry .  In  back  are  David  Willis,  the  Rev.  Ken  Thomas, 
and  Earl  Capps.  In  the  photo  below,  Herman  Autry,  left, 
president  of  the  M.O.C.,  presents  Barium's  Executive 
Director  Earle  Frazier  with  a  check  for  $200  for  the  Home. 


In  Memory  —  In  Honor 

Barium  Springs  Home  for  Children 


Donor  

Address 


IN  MEMORY 

My  gift  of  S  

I  wish  to  Honor 


IN  HONOR 

  is  enclosed. 

Remember 


Name  of 

Honoree  or  Deceased 
Address  


On  the  occasion  of   

Date  of  death  if  applicable 

Survivor  to  notify   

Address  


Relationship  of  survivor  to  honoree 


P.O.  Box  1.  Barium  Springs,  NC  28010 
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Facing  the  tough  questions: 

Is  there  payoff  in  continuing  education  for  ministers? 


Summer  Greek  school  veterans  join  other  first-level  students, 
faculty,  staff,  and  returning  students  as  they  listen  to 
President  Hartley  Hall  announce  fellowship  awards  and 
welcome  international  students.  For  all  of  them,  the  1989- 
90  academic  year  is  about  to  begin. 


By  T.  Hartley  Hall  IV 

Ours  is  as  good  as  any  other 
seminary  program  of  continuing 
education  for  ministers.  But  if 
you  look  for  the  decisive  impact 
of  continuing  education  upon 
the  quality  of  ministry  in  the  life 
of  our  congregations,  that's 
nothing  to  brag  about. 

At  Union  Theological  Semi- 
nary in  Virginia  we  work  rea- 
sonably hard,  and  effectively,  at 
the  enterprise.  But  more  and 
more  I've  been  forced  to  the 
conclusion  that  the  traditional 
ways  in  which  the  church  and 
its  seminaries  have  approached 
the  task  is  flawed.  Wherever  you 
find  it  today,  continuing  educa- 
tion for  ministers  can  be  char- 
acterized in  terms  like  these: 
individualistic,  voluntaristic, 
occasional  and  episodic.  What 
typically  happens  is  that,  on 
occasion,  an  individual  minister 
will  volunteer  himself  or  herself 
to  take  part  in  a  particular 
educational  event.  And  that's 
that — until  another  occasion 
arises  when  he  or  she  happens 
to  volunteer  again. 

As  I  look  around  at  the  per- 
sons who  show  up  for  the  pro- 
grams we  offer,  I'm  reminded  of 


Members  of  Union's  faculty,  in  full  academic 
regalia,  greet  each  other  in  Watts  Hall  on 
Sept.  6,  prior  to  convocation  exercises 


marking  the  beginning  of  the  seminary's 
178th  session. 


Synod  offices  in  Richmond 
near  completion  as  workers 
add  a  warm  brick-colored 
coat  of  paint  to  the  exterior 
of  the  renovated  house  and 
new  addition.  The  synod 
staff  hoped  to  move  in 
sometime  in  November,  af- 
ter completion  of  interior 
details  and  landscaping. 
Present  plans  call  for  synod 
executive  Carroll  Jenkins 
to  be  installed  when  the 
building  is  dedicated. 


the  stewardship  dinners  we 
regularly  planned  in  the  parish: 
the  people  who  needed  to  be 
there  never  were.  Nor  are  they 
here. 

Another  major  characteristic 
of  virtually  all  continuing  edu- 
cation for  ministers  is  an  absence 
of  intentionality,  particularly 
over  the  long,  developmental 
haul.  This  means  that  there  is 
little  or  no  individual  assessment 
at  the  front  end,  or  accountabil- 
ity at  the  other.  Each  year 
around  15,000  Presbyterian 
ministers  get  to  use  two  weeks 
for  their  own  continuing  educa- 
tion. This  provision  is  part  of 
their  "call."  That's  30,000  weeks 
a  year,  or  the  classroom  equiv- 
alent of  roughly  three  hundred 
four-year  degrees.  What  does  the 
church  get  for  this  rather  sizable 
investment?  Who  knows?  To 
date,  nobody  is  bothering  to  find 
out.  My  suspicions,  however,  are 
that  it  doesn't  get  nearly  as  much 
return  as  it  should. 

A  more  effective  strategy  for 
the  continuing  education  of 
clergy  might  be  contoured 
around  a  program  that  is  sys- 
temic, developmental,  progres- 
sive, and  ecclesial.  It  would  be 
intentional,  with  a  strong  ele- 
ment of  assessment  at  the  begin- 
ning coupled  with  strict  account- 
ability at  the  end. 

The  problem  is  that  this  is 
precisely  the  sort  of  venture  that 
our  seminaries  can't  put  into 
place — at  least  not  by  them- 
selves. We  can  strategize,  plan, 
resource,  and  even  administer  it. 
But  we  can't  make  it  work.  The 
seminaries  simply  don't  have  the 
ecclesiastical  clout.  We  played 
our  last  ministerial  trump  card 
when  we  awarded  the  initial 
M.Div.  degree,  and  we  no  longer 
have  either  the  carrot  or  the  stick 
that  can  move  along  an  inten- 
tional program  of  professional 
development. 

Presbyteries,  however,  could 
do  this  very  well.  In  our  system, 
the  presbytery  holds  the  minis- 
terial key,  though  its  carrots  and 
sticks  are  rarely  used  today  to 
address  or  shape  patterns  of 
ministerial  behavior — especially 
if  they  relate  to  competence  on 
the  job.  Still,  Union  Seminary 
could  work  in  close  concert  with 
particular  presbyteries  to  do 
serious  and  intentional  educa- 
tional work  with  clergy  if  they — 
and  we — were  willing  to  face  a 
number  of  tough  issues  together. 

There  is  for  instance,  a  wide- 
spread reluctance  among  profes- 
sionals in  general  to  police 
themselves,  and  as  individuals  to 
submit  to  regular  peer  review. 
It's  easy  enough  for  me  to  detect 
this  deplorable  tendency  among 
doctors  and  lawyers  and  savings- 
and-loan  officials.  But  anyone 
who  doesn't  sleep  through  every 
presbytery  meeting  gets  plenty  of 
opportunities  to  learn  that  the 
same  predispositions  are  alive 
and  well — even  robust — among 
the  brethren  and  sistren  of  the 
Lord. 

It  just  may  be,  though,  that 
the  call  to  ministry  is  not  simply 
to  ministry  as  such,  but  to  a 
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certain  level  and  quality  of 
ministry — and  that  below  that 
level  and  quality  the  call  of  God 
has  simply  evaporated.  No 
presbytery  I  know  of  would  find 
this  notion  an  easy  one  to 
explore,  much  less  endorse.  And 
especially  so  if  it  chose  to  spell 
out  the  logical  consequences  of 
any  decision  in  this  regard.  But 
it's  one  of  those  tough  issues 
we'd  have  to  think  about. 

We'd  also  have  to  think  se- 
riously about  what  constitutes 
"quality"  ministry,  and  what  sort 
of  educational  experiences  are 
most  likely  to  produce  it.  This 
sort  of  issue  might  well  spill  over 
from  continuing  education  into 
questions  about  the  shape  of  the 
seminary  M.Div.  experience, 
and  that  one  could  become  a 
tough  issue  for  seminary  faculty 
and  administrators.  But  it's 
surely  worth  thinking  about. 

Recently,  the  new  Synod  of 
the  Mid-Atlantic  moved  its 
offices  adjacent  to  the  Union 
Seminary  campus.  Its  presence 
is  affording  us  an  opportunity 
to  rethink  significant  parts  of 
our  educationalenterprise,  espe- 
cially as  these  relate  to  the  life 
of  the  church-at-large.  As  in 
other  places,  most  past  efforts 
here  have  focused  on  an  individ- 
ual's knowledge  and  skills  for  the 
tasks  for  ministry.  Now  we  have 
begun  to  think  in  terms  of  the 
mission  to  the  church,  and  to 
plan  for  resourcing  the  synod's 
leadership  as  its  various  commit- 
tees and  groups  set  about  doing 
the  work  of  the  church  in  this 
part  of  the  world.  The  possibil- 
ities this  new  arena  has  opened 
for  us  all  leads  me  to  believe  that 
our  more  traditional — and  still 
necessary — focus  upon  knowl- 
edge and  skills  for  effective 
ministry  should  be  rethought  as 
well. 

We  could  all  simply  keep  on 
doing  theological  education  the 
way  we  have  always  done  it.  At 
Union  Theological  Seminary  in 
Virginia  we  have  learned  to  do 
this  as  well  as  anyone.  But  is 
what  we  have  always  done  what 
the  church  today  really  wants — 
or  deserves? 

(The  above  is  a  reprint  of 
Hail's  article  in  the  seminary's 
September  issue  of  "As  I  See  It 
Today. ") 
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A  Faith  More  Precious  than  Gold 

Lesson  4,  December: 

Like  Living  Stones  (I  Peter  2:4-10) 

Circle  Bible  Leaders  Study  Guide 


By  Mary  Boney  Sheats 

At  this  point  in  our  study  of  "A  Faith 
More  Precious  Than  Gold,"  the  meta- 
phor changes.  It  shifts  from  that  of  an 
individual  person,  being  "born  anew" 
and  thriving  on  milk  for  growth,  to  that 
of  a  building,  in  which  we  together  are 
called  living  stones.  The  Old  Testament 
shows  us  human,  personal  analogies  for 
God,  such  as  "king"  and  "father,"  but 
it  also  speaks  of  God  as  "rock."  (See 
Psalms  18:2.)  Of  course  God  is  incom- 
parable, and  there  is  no  means  other  than 
Jesus  Christ  in  which  God's  fulness  has 
been  revealed,  but  biblical  writers  give 
us  comparisons  that  can  help  us  under- 
stand. 

Come  to  Christ 

The  first  imperative  in  this  section  is 
an  invitation  to  come  to  Christ,  the 
greatest  of  all  the  living  stones  (I  Peter 
2:4).  The  Christ  who  calls  us  has  known 
rejection  by  his  contemporaries,  but  "in 
God's  sight  [he  was]  chosen  and  pre- 
cious." Coming  to  Christ,  we  are  chal- 
lenged to  be  "like  living  stones...  built 
into  a  spiritual  house"  (vs.  5). 

What  does  it  mean  to  think  of  our- 
selves as  "living  stones'?  For  one  thing, 
it  means  that  we  are  part  of  something 
greater  than  our  individual  selves,  in  this 
case,  the  church  of  Christ.  Individual 
stones  are  part  of  a  whole  building,  and 
do  not  realize  their  usefulness  apart  from 
other  stones  in  the  entire  structure.  There 
is  no  such  thing  as  a  solitary  Christian. 

One  wintry  night  a  pastor  went  to  call 
on  a  parishioner  who  had  stopped  going 
to  church.  The  excuse  the  man  gave  was 
that  he  could  be  just  as  good  a  Christian 
elsewhere.  As  they  talked,  the  minister 
took  the  tongs  and  lifted  a  coal  out  of 
the  fireplace,  putting  it  on  the  hearth. 
After  a  while  the  red  glow  of  the  coal 
faded,  then  died  out.  When  the  pastor 
rose  to  go,  his  host  said,  "I  get  the 
message.  Ill  be  at  church  on  Sunday." 

To  be  called  living  stones  means  we 
are  related,  in  the  church,  to  other  living 
stones  with  which  we  must  fit,  in  order 
to  fulfill  the  purpose  of  the  building.  Each 


stone  has  its  particular  place,  one  that 
is  necessary  for  the  wholeness  of  the 
structure. 

Cornerstone  or  stumbling  stone? 

As  we  come  to  Christ  we  are  confront- 
ed with  a  choice:  we  can  accept  him  as 
our  cornerstone,  forming  a  solid  basis 
for  faith  (2:6),  or  we  can  let  him  be  a 
stumbling  stone,  to  our  own  destruction 
(2:8). 

The  author  finds  this  choice  in  Scrip- 
ture, quoting  from  Isaiah  or  Jerusalem 
and  the  Psalms.  Isaiah  announced  on 
God's  behalf, 
Behold,  I  am  laying  in  Zion  a  stone, 
a  cornerstone  chosen  and  precious, 
and  he  who  believes  in  him  will  not 
be  put  to  shame. 

Isaiah  28:19 
The  most  influential  stone  in  a  building 
is  the  cornerstone,  for  it  determines  the 
directions  the  design  of  the  structure  will 
take.  Christ  as  the  cornerstone  was  at 
first  rejected,  as  the  second  quotation, 
from  Psalms  118:22,  indicates: 
The  very  stone  which  the  builders 
rejected  has  become  the  head  of  the 
corner. 

This  verse  was  a  significant  one  in  the 
early  church,  being  quoted  by  Jesus  in 
Mark:  12: 10/ Matthew  21:42  and  by 
Peter  before  the  Sanhedrin  in  Acts  4:1 1. 

Those  who  consider  Christ  as  a 
stumbling  stone  have  made  this  choice 
themselves,  and  Peter  puts  that  decision 
in  the  context  of  the  over-all  will  of  God. 
Here  we  face  the  paradox  of  predesti- 
nation/freedom— a  paradox  rooted  in 
the  fact  that  our  limitations  of  time  do 
not  apply  to  God. 

Special  people 

There  is  great  good  news  for  the  exiles 
who  received  this  letter.  They  are  not  only 
living  stones,  making  up  God's  building 
that  is  "a  spiritual  house"  (2:5)  with 
Christ  as  its  cornerstone,  but  they  are 
also  the  special  people  who  function  in 
that  building. 

To  these  born-anew  exiles  who  were 
called  to  be  living  stones,  Peter  gives  four 
names  that  should  have  made  them 


rejoice  in  their  identity  (I  Peter  2:9).  Each 
one  of  these  titles  is  a  different  way  of 
saying  "the  church." 

(1)  He  calls  those  to  whom  he  is  writing 
"a  chosen  race."  While  sociologists 
cannot  agree  on  just  precisely  what  the 
word  "race"  denotes,  biblically,  certainly, 
the  term  "chosen  race"  refers  to  Israel 
and  Israel's  successors  in  the  faith.  Their 
being  "chosen"  was  not  out  of  favoritism, 
to  be  God's  darlings,  but  for  special 
responsibility  and  service.  The  reason  for 
God's  choice  of  Israel  was  imbedded  in 
the  mystery  of  God's  love:  all  the 
Israelites  knew  was  expressed  in  Deut. 
7:7:  "It  was  not  because  you  were  more 
in  number  than  any  other  people  that 
the  LORD  set  his  love  upon  you  and 
chose  you,...  but  it  is  because  the  LORD 
loves  you..." 

Acts  10  describes  a  vivid  scene  in  which 
Peter's  narrow  view  of  the  boundaries 
of  "the  people  of  God"  expanded  in  one 
afternoon  to  include  Gentiles.  He  trans- 
lated a  vision  involving  food  into  one 
that  referred  to  people,  as  he  said,  "God 
shows  no  partiality,  but  in  every  nation 
any  one  who  fears  him  and  does  what 
is  right  is  acceptable  to  him"  (Acts  10:34- 
35). 

(2)  Those  addressed  in  this  letter  are 
a  royal  priesthood.  Here  Peter  does  not 
mean  the  descendants  of  Levi.  He  is 
referring  to  the  function  of  all  God's 
people  to  intercede  on  behalf  of  each 
other,  and  to  bring  each  other's  needs 
into  the  presence  of  God. 

At  Sinai,  Moses  had  said  to  the 
Israelites  on  behalf  of  God,  "You  shall 
be  to  me  a  kingdom  of  priests — 

(3)  —and  a  holy  nation"  (Ex.  19:6). 
Peter  had  established  early  on  God's  call 
to  his  people  to  be  holy  (I  Peter  1:15- 
16).  The  exiles  to  whom  Peter  writes  are 
to  be  set  apart  in  their  living  because  they 
have  chosen  to  heed  the  call  of  God  in 
Christ. 

(4)  Finally  and  in  short,  they  are  God's 
own  people.  The  author  reaches  back 
into  Scripture  again,  this  time  to  the  re- 
naming of  Hosea's  children.  (See  Hosea 
1:6-9,  2:23.)  The  eighth-century  prophet 
called  the  daughter  and  son  his  unfaithful 


wife  Gomer  produced,  "Not  pitied"  and 
"Not  my  people,"  as  a  message  of 
judgment  on  Israel.  But  Hosea  prophes- 
ied also  what  Peter  refers  to  concerning 
the  ultimate  reversal  of  these  names: 
"Once  you  were  no  people  but  now  you 
are  God's  people;  once  you  had  not 
received  mercy  but  now  you  have 
received  mercy"  (I  Peter  2:10;  see  Hosea 
2:23). 

The  stone  that  was  rejected  has  become 
the  head  of  the  corner;  those  who  lost 
their  claim  to  be  God's  children  are  now 
God's  very  own. 

Out  of  darkness,  into  light 

Here  is  the  agenda  for  those  who  are 
such  very  special  people:  those  who  are 
"a  chosen  race,  a  royal  priesthood,  a  holy 
nation,  God's  own  people":  They  have 
great  news  to  declare.  That  news  is  the 
action  of  Almighty  God,  "the  wonderful 
deeds  of  him  who  called  you  out  of 
darkness  into  his  marvelous  light"  (I 
Peter  2:9).  You  can  witness  to  a  new 
birth,  to  a  living  hope,  to  the  holiness 
of  God,  to  the  challenge  of  helping  shape 
that  great  building,  the  cornerstone  of 
which  is  Jesus  Christ. 

Hallelujah! 

Suggested  activities 

1.  Discuss  the  analogies  for  God  that 
seem  most  helpful  to  your  group.  Then 
talk  about  the  insights  in  the  study  guide, 
p.  30A,  "Stop  for  a  moment,"  about 
people  as  living  stones. 

2.  Who  are  the  people  we  know  who 
seem  to  be  living  in  a  dark  world? 
Without  being  like  Pollyanna,  what 
would  it  mean  for  us  to  share  with  them 
God's  "marvelous  light"?  What,  to  you, 
is  that  light? 

3.  Sing  together  the  hymn,  "The 
Church's  One  Foundation,"  #437  in  The 
Hymnbook. 

Dr.  Mary  Boney  Sheats  is  professor 
emerita  of  Bible  and  religion  at  Agnes 
Scott  College  in  Decatur,  Ga.,  where  she 
taught  from  1949  to  1983.  She  had 
previously  directed  Christian  education 
at  churches  in  three  states.  She  lives  in 
Wilmington,  N.C. 
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Christianity, 
Marxism  in  East 
Europe  explored 

The  future  of  Christianity 
and  Marxism  in  an  Eastern 
Europe  challenged  by  glas- 
nost  and  perestroika  was  the 
topic  of  a  discussion  at  Prin- 
ceton Seminary  Sept.  25-28. 
Four  members  of  the  faculty 
(two  Marxist  and  two  Chris- 
tian) from  the  University  of 
Rostock  in  East  Germany 
explored  the  question  with 
faculty  from  the  seminary  and 
Princeton  University. 

The  discussions,  hosted  by 
Charles  C.  West,  professor  of 
Christian  ethics  at  the  sem- 
inary, centered  on  Marxist- 
Christian  dialogue,  the  mo- 
mentous changes  being  un- 
dertaken in  socialist  society, 
the  life  and  witness  of  the 
Christian  churches  there. 


German  delegation  visits  Louisville 


An  11-member  delegation 
from  the  Evangelical  Church  in 
Germany  visited  the  Presbyteri- 
an Center  Sept.  27-28  to  contin- 


ue conversations  that  have  taken 
place  between  the  churches  for 
over  20  years. 
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Faith,  public  policy 
link  to  be  explored 


Kermit  D.  Johnson,  retired 
Chief  of  Chaplains,  U.S.  Army, 
and  Charles  A.  Summers,  min- 
ister of  the  Seigle  Avenue 
Church  in  Charlotte,  will  lead 
the  Presbytery  of  New  Hope  in 
exploring  the  relationship  be- 
tween theology  and  public  pol- 
icy. The  presbytery  will  meet  at 
the  White  Memorial  Church  in 
Raleigh  on  November  18. 

The  focus  of  their  presenta- 
tion will  be  the  crisis  in  Central 
America.  Summers  is  a  member 


of  the  General  Assembly's  Task 
Force  on  Central  America  and 
has  made  several  trips  into  the 
region.  Johnson  is  the  interim 
associate  in  the  Washington 
Office  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church  (U.S.A.). 

This  effort  to  connect  faith 
and  public  policy  is  being  spon- 
sored by  the  Committee  on 
Theology  and  Culture  of  the 
Presbytery  of  New  Hope,  Nancy 
Gladden,  moderator. 


People  in  New  Hope  get 
acquainted  at  gathering 


On  Sunday  afternoon,  Sep- 
tember 24,  the  Peacemaking 
Committee  of  New  Hope  Presb- 
ytery held  a  special  event  to  help 
all  the  individuals  of  the  presb- 
ytery get  to  know  one  another 
better. 

The  afternoon  included  play- 
ing and  singing  together  as  well 
as  working  in  small  groups  to 
complete  banners  which  were 
used  in  the  worship  service. 
Following  the  delicious  supper, 
those  present  were  treated  to  the 
singing  of  the  men's  chorale  of 
the  Henderson  Church. 

Another  highlight  of  the  event 


was  its  setting  at  Franklinton 
center  in  Bricks,  N.C.  Franklin- 
ton Center  began  as  a  school  for 
African-Americans  in  1871  at 
Franklinton,  N.C.  During  the 
depression  years  it  moved  to 
Bricks. 

Today,  Franklinton  Center  is 
the  Southern  Regional  Office  of 
the  Commission  for  Racial  Jus- 
tice of  the  United  Church  of 
Christ.  Its  facilities  also  made  it 
ideal  as  a  retreat  or  conference 
center. 

New  friends  were  made,  old 
acquaintenances  renewed,  and  a 
good  time  was  had  by  all. 


Peacemaking  participants  prepare  banner  for  worship. 
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2  staff  associates  called 


At  a  called  meeting  of  the 
Presbytery  of  New  Hope  on 
September  26,  a  report  was 
received  from  the  Exempt  Staff 
Search  Committee.  The  commit- 
tee nominated  Marilyn  Hein  as 
the  staff  associate  for  congrega- 
tional nurture  and  the  Rev. 
Alexander  McGeachy  as  the 
staff  associate  and  general  pas- 
tor. Both  nominations  were 
approved  by  the  presbytery. 

Marilyn  Hein  received  her 
B.S.  in  music  from  Bethel  Col- 
lege in  McKenzie,  Tenn.,  and  her 
Master  of  Arts  from  Presbyter- 
ian School  of  Christian  Educa- 
tion in  Richmond,  Va.  Having 
most  recently  served  as  church 
educator  at  Covenant  Church  in 
Augusta,  Ga.,  she  has  also 
served  the  church  in  many  other 
ways.  She  has  been  co-chair  of 
youth  committees,  served  on 
Christian  education  committees, 
chaired  a  leadership  development 
subcommittee,  and  has  served  as 
a  curriculum  consultant. 

Hein,  in  her  statement  of 
belief,  says  that  "God  estab- 
lished the  Church  with  those 
who  confess  Jesus  Christ  as  their 
Lord  and  Savior,  together  with 
their  children.  Christ  is  revealed 
to  the  world  in  and  through  the 
ordinary  people  in  the  Church." 

Alexander  McGeachy,  better 
known  as  Sandy,  received  his 
A.B.  in  music  from  Davidson 
College  in  Davidson,  N.C,  his 
M.Div.  from  Union  Theological 
Seminary,  Richmond,  Va.,  and 
his  D.Min.  from  McCormick 
Theological  Seminary  in  Chica- 
go, 111.  Having  served  most 
recently  as  senior  pastor  of  West 
Raleigh  Church,  Sandy  also 


Ms.  Marilyn  E.  Hein,  above  center,  new  staff  associate  for 
congregational  nurture,  talks  to  the  Rev.  Larry  Edwards  and 
the  Rev.  Ed  Connor  prior  to  presbytery  meeting. 


The  Rev.  Sandy  McGeachy,  above  left,  new  staff  associate 
and  general  pastor,  talks  with  elder  Luther  Baldwin. 


served  on  the  PCUS  General 
Assembly  Mission  Board  for 
eight  years.  McGeachy  in  his 
statement  of  belief  says,  "I 
believe  that  God  is  love,  that 
Jesus  is  Lord,  that  the  Spirit 
gives  life,  that  faith  and  hope  and 
love  abide  forever,  that  the  truth 
sets  me  free,  and  that  the  king- 


Youths  learn  about  mission  first-hand 


Twelve  youths  of  the  First 
Church  in  Kinston  beat  the  dog 
days  of  summer  by  participating 
in  a  "hands-on"  learning  expe- 
rience. It  was  a  trip  which  was 
designed  to  have  fun  and  to  learn 
something  new  about  the 
church's  ministry  to  people  in 
need  according  to  the  example 
of  Jesus  Christ. 

During  the  four-day  van  trip 
the  group  spent  the  night  at 
Second  Church  in  Richmond, 
Westminster  in  Alexandria,  and 
the  Church  of  the  Pilgrim  in 


Washington,  D.C.  Led  by  the 
pastor,  the  Rev.  Bob  Ratchford, 
and  seminary  intern,  Joseph 
Gaston,  the  six  boys  and  six  girls 
enjoyed  the  King's  Dominion 
theme  park,  a  tour  of  Union 
Theological  Seminary,  the  Na- 
tional Cathedral,  and  a  continu- 
ing Bible  study  on  Matthew  25. 

Service  to  others  was  rendered 
as  they  worked  in  the  soup 
kitchens  in  D.C.  and  as  they 
returned  to  Kinston  and  partic- 
ipated in  the  leadership  of  Sun- 
day morning  worship. 


Mission  workers  in  Ghana 
project  visit  presbytery 


Joint  meeting  of  hunger  committees  at  Camp  New  Hope  with 

the  Ciumptons  and  Kuesterbecks. 


Members  of  several  churches  in 
the  presbytery  were  privileged  to 
meet  Richie  and  Kae  Kusterbeck 
and  their  son  Gregory  during  their 
short  visit  to  the  area  in  late 
September.  They  had  worked  as 
chaplain,  nurse,  and  health  educa- 
tor for  the  past  year  at  Donkork- 
rum  in  the  Afram  Plans  of  Ghana 
and  were  in  the  States  for  a  short 
visit  with  family  and  friends. 

Rob  and  Nancy  Crumpton 
were  also  able  to  attend  a  joint 
meeting  of  the  Hunger  Commit- 
tee of  the  Presbytery  of  New 
Hope  and  Salem  Presbytery  at 
Camp  New  Hope  on  September 
25.  Rob  left  for  Ghana  on 
October  4,  where  he  will  get  the 
building  of  a  house  under  way 
in  the  very  isolated  area  of  Tease, 
17  miles  from  Donkorkrum. 

When  the  house  is  completed 


Nancy  will  join  him.  Rob  is  a 
minister  with  a  degree  in  animal 
husbandry  and  will  be  expatriate 
manager  of  the  agricultural 
project  to  be  sponsored  by  our 
two  presbyteries.  Nancy  will 
assist  him  in  his  work,  with 
special  help  in  seeds,  women's 
literacy,  etc.,  while  providing 
some  assistance  with  the  clinic 
being  established  there. 

The  committee  agrees  whole- 
heartedly with  their  philosophy 
of  helping  people  to  identify  and 
work  toward  common  goals 
rather  than  doing  things  for 
them  that  do  not  last  on  a  long- 
term  basis.  Members  of  our 
presbytery  can  be  assured  that 
our  "Pennies  for  Hunger/2 
Cents  Per  Meal"  funds  will  be 
put  to  very  good  use  in  this  most 
needy  area  of  Ghana. 


doms  of  this  world  shall  become 
the  kingdom  of  Christ  and  that 
whoever  believes  in  Christ  has 
everlasting  life.  I  find  excite- 
ment in  discovering  new  and 
more  effective  ways  to  incorpo- 
rate, enjoy  and  demonstrate 
these  realities  in  myself  and 
others." 

Enablers  attend 
conference 

At  a  recent  enabler .  training 
conference  held  at  Eastern  Men- 
onite  College  in  Harrisonburg, 
Va.,  14  enablers  and  Linda 
Schrock  of  New  Hope  Presby- 
tery were  in  attendance.  New 
Hope  Presbytery  was  one  of  only 
three  presbyteries  in  the  Synod 
of  the  Mid-Atlantic  that  had  100 
percent  attendance.  This  train- 
ing was  sponsored  by  the  Synod 
of  the  Mid-Atlantic  Presbyter- 
ian Women. 

New  way  to  place 
ministers  sought 

The  task  force  studying  the 
Presbyterian  Church  (U.S.A.)'s 
system  for  placing  ministers  has 
concluded  that  a  whole  new 
placement  system  must  be  de- 
signed, and  the  Church  Voca- 
tions Ministry  Unit  committee 
extended  the  life  of  the  group, 
the  Placement  System  Task 
Force,  to  the  1992  General 
Assembly  during  its  Oct.  20-22 
meeting  here. 

The  committee  concluded 
"more  needs  to  be  done  than  just 
tinkering  with  the  machinery," 
Presbyterian  News  Service  re- 
ported. 

The  task  force  began  studying 
placement  in  December  1988. 
Since  then  the  group  has  been 
gathering  data,  the  task  force 
chair,  the  Rev.  Susan  Andrews, 
told  the  unit. 
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Presbyterian  News 
gets  new  editor 


The  Presbyterian  News  will 
have  a  new  editor  beginning  with 
the  January  issue.  John  Sniffen 
will  succeed  Robert  Milks,  who 
will  help  with  the  January  issue. 

Milks  has  edited  the  newspa- 
per during  the  transition  while 
the  Synod  of  the  Mid-Atlantic 
has  been  organized  and  begun 
operating,  in  1988-89.  He  edited 
the  publication  when  it  was 
under  the  old  Synod  of  North 
Carolina  from  1979  to  1987. 

The  newspaper  will  be  head- 
quartered at  the  synod's  office 
in  Richmond,  Va.  Milks  will 
remain  in  Raleigh,  N.C.,  where 
it  was  published  under  the 
Synod  of  North  Carolina. 
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Sniffen  comes  to  the  position 
from  Hunt,  Tex.,  where  he  has 
directed  communications  for 
Mo-Ranch  Assembly,  a  Presby- 
terian conference  center,  since 
1984.  Previously,  he  was  assis- 
tant director  of  college  informa- 
tion for  Austin  College,  a  Pres- 
byterian institution  in  Sherman, 
Tex.,  and  before  that  a  reporter, 
photographer,  and  editor  for 
several  Texas  newspapers  '  for 
five  years. 

He  has  a  bachelor's  degree  in 
journalism  from  the  University 
of  Texas  and  some  graduate 
study  in  the  field.  He  began  his 
duties  Dec.  4. 

Sniffen's  official  title  with  the 
synod  will  be  print  media  spe- 
cialist. He  will  be  responsible  for 
other  publications,  such  as  bro- 
chures and  reports,  as  well  as  the 
newspaper. 

Milks  will  work  through  the 
end  of  December. 

He  served  as  a  reporter  for  a 
daily  newspaper  in  Henderson, 
N.C.  for  two  years  before  joining 
the  Synod  of  North  Carolina.  He 
has  a  bachelor's  degree  from 
Davidson  College  and  a  master's 
degree  in  English  from  North 
Carolina  State  University. 


Council  elects  2  associate 
executives  for  the  synod 

Synod  ministries, 
presbytery 
partnership  filled 

The  Synod  Council  has  elect- 
ed two  associate  executives  for 
the  synod.  It  elected  the  Rev. 
Wayne  Moulder  associate  for 
presbytery  partnership  minis- 
tries and  the  Rev.  Rosalind 
Banbury-Hamm  associate  for 
synod  ministries.  Both  actions 
came  in  November;  Moulder 
was  elected  at  the  regular  council 
meeting  Nov.  3-4,  Banbury- 
Hamm  at  a  meeting  by  confer- 
ence call  Nov.  20. 

A  search  committee  formed  to 
fill  both  positions  recommended 
the  two.  Moulder  has  been 
transitional  associate  for  presby- 
tery partnership  ministries  with 
the  synod  since  its  formation  in 
January  1988.  He  previously 
served  as  an  associate  executive 
with  the  old  Synod  of  the  Pied- 
mont. 

The  titles  of  the  associates 
reflect  the  structure  of  the  syn- 
od's mission.  The  "presbytery 
partnership"  ministries  are  those 
in  which  the  synod  and  its 
presbyteries  determine  who  will 
carry  out  mission  and  how  in 
certain  specified  kinds  of  min- 
istry, such  as  evangelism,  ste- 
wardship, peacemaking,  and 
hunger,  for  example.  Synod 
ministries  are  those  the  synod 
specifically  carries  out,  many  of 
them  with  institutions,  others 
with  such  kinds  of  mission  as 
campus  ministry. 

One  other  associate  position 
remains  to  be  filled,  the  associate 
for  racial  and  ethnic  ministries. 
The  synod  will  not  fill  it  until 
it  has  funds  for  it.  There  is 
already  an  associate  for  finance, 
the  Rev.  Joseph  Pickard. 


Rev.  Wayne  Moulder 

Moulder  graduated  from  the 
University  of  Iowa  and  Prince- 
ton Seminary  and  earned  a 
master's  of  administration  sci- 
ence degree  from  John  Hopkins 
University.  He  served  three  pas- 
torates in  Texas,  then  served  as 
executive  director  of  Metro 
Strategy  in  Baltimore  from  1967 
to  1976,  assistant  to  the  associate 
director  of  the  program  and  field 
services  division  of  the  American 
Association  of  Retired  Persons 
in  Washington  from  1976  to 
1985,  and  associate  for  mission 
funding  with  the  Synod  of  the 
Piedmont  from  1985  until  the 
formation  of  the  new  synod  at 
the  beginning  of  1988. 

"Within  five  years,  I  would 
hope  that  we  would  have  a  much 
greater  sense  of  real  community 
and  mutuality  in  mission  that 
would  enable  synod  and  its 


Rev.  Rosalind  Banbury-Hamm 

presbyteries  to  reach  out  togeth- 
er in  expanded  mission,"  he  said. 

Banbury-Hamm  graduated 
from  St.  Andrews  Presbyterian 
College  with  a  bachelor's  degree 
with  honors  in  literature  and 
earned  a  doctorate  in  ministry 
from  Union  Seminary.  She  has 
served  a  number  of  small 
churches  in  western  Virginia  and 
has  taught  at  Virginia  Western 
Community  College.  She  serves 
now  as  interim  associate  for 
Christian  education  at  First 
Church  in  Roanoke,  Va. 

"I  believe  that  it  is  important 
to  keep  the  larger  perspective  of 
the  Lordship  of  Jesus  Christ 
before  us  in  the  work  we  do," 
she  said.  "Christians  are  some- 
times apologetic  about  being 
Christian.  It  is  important  to 
weave  our  commitment  to  Jesus 
Christ  in  all  we  do." 


Raleigh  office  closes  in  November 


Volunteers  to  interpret  synod 
mission  to  groups  within  presbyteries 


The  Raleigh  office  of  the 
synod  closed  on  Nov.  17.  All 
operations  are  now  being  carried 
out  at  the  synod's  temporary 
office  in  Richmond,  with  synod 
officials  expecting  to  move  into 
the  permanent  office  any  day. 

Synod  Executive  Carroll  Jen- 
kins conducted  a  brief  worship 
service  at  the  closing  of  the 
Raleigh  office,  which  has  been 


sold  to  an  engineering  firm.  He 
noted  the  church  had  carried  out 
mission  from  the  site  since  1960, 
when  the  Synod  of  North  Ca- 
rolina built  the  office. 

Jenkins  noted  how  the  mis- 
sion the  synod  built  from  the 
office  would  continue  in  the  new 
synod. 

The  offices  of  all  the  former 
synods  are  now  all  closed. 


Twelve  people  on  the  Synod 
Council  have  volunteered  to  be 
interpreters  of  the  synod's  mis- 
sion, which  the  council  oversees, 
to  groups  within  their  respective 
presbyteries.  The  volunteers 
come  from  seven  of  the  synod's 
13  presbyteries. 
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Council  Moderator  Ed  Van 
ordheim'  asked  for  the  volun- 
teers at  the  council's  November 
meeting.  By  agreeing  to  serve  in 
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that  capacity,  the  12  indicated 
their  availability  to  serve  as 
speakers.  Any  group  wishing  to 
have  one  of  the  speakers  discuss 
the  synod's  mission  should  con- 
tact the  synod's  office  at  P.O. 
Box  27026,  Richmond,  Va. 
23261  (telephone  804-342-0016). 

The  12  volunteers  and  their 
presbyteries  are  the  Rev.  George 
Ducker,  Peaks;  Calvine  Battle, 
James;  Sally  Robinson,  New 
Castle;  Anne  Treichler,  Eastern 
Virginia;  the  Rev.  Garfield  War- 
ren, Coastal  Carolina;  Jane 
Saunier,  James;  Peg  Aalfs,  Na- 
tional Capital;  Donald  Hart, 
Western  North  Carolina;  the 
Rev.  John  MacLeod,  Coastal 
Carolina  (but  lives  in  New 
Hope);  the  Rev.  Randall  Boggs, 
Western  North  Carolina;  Ed 
Van  Nordheim,  Coastal  Carol- 
ina; and  the  Rev.  Ed  McLeod, 
Eastern  Virginia. 
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Woman  with 
synod  ties 
attends  event 
in  Africa 

A  woman  who  is  originally 
from  within  the  bounds  of  the 
Synod  of  the  Mid-Atlantic  re- 
presented North  America  at  the 
first  meeting  of  African  Women 
Theologians  at  Trinity  College 
in  Accra,  Ghana.  The  Rev.  Katie 
Cannon  gave  a  paper  on  biblical 
interpretation  during  a  week- 
long  workshop  on  "Women  in 
Religion." 

She  is  the  daughter  of  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Esau  Cannon  of  Kannapo- 
lis,  N.C.  Ordained  in  1974  by  the 
old  Catawba  Presbytery,  Can- 
non was  the  first  black  woman 
minister  in  the  former  United 


Symposium  on  evangelism  in 
Reformed  tradition  draws  800 


Rev.  Katie  Cannon 

Presbyterian  Church.  She  is  a 
seminary  professor  in  Massa- 
chusetts. 

The  Programs  on  Theological 
Education  of  the  World  Council 
of  Churches  chose  Cannon  as 
North  American  delegate  to  the 
African  meeting. 


Almost  800  people  attended 
the  large-scale  Presbyterian 
conference  on  evangelism  held  in 
Charlotte,  N.C.  Oct.  23-26.  The 
participants  came  from  37  states 
and  Canada,  and  from  five 
denominations.  The  number  was 
about  200  more  than  organizers 
expected. 

Entitled  "Evangelism  in  the 
Reformed  Tradition,"  three 
Presbyterian  seminaries  spon- 
sored the  symposium,  which 
addressed  theologically  sound 
ways  of  evangelism  that  fit 
Presbyterian  tradition.  They 
were  Union  Seminary  in  Virgin- 
ia, Columbia  Seminary,  and 
Princeton  Seminary. 

The  Outreach  Foundation 


funded  the  event;  it  also  provid- 
ed more  than  $10,000  in  scho- 
larships to  more  than  100  pas- 
tors. Speakers  and  worship 
leaders  came  from  the  faculties 
and  administration  staffs  of  the 
three  seminaries. 

"There's  a  sense  in  which  this 
comes  as  a  direct  response  to  Jim 
Bakker  and  Jimmy  Swaggart  et 
al,"  Dr.  Arnold  Lovell  told  the 
Raleigh  News  and  Observer. 
Lovell  is  professor  of  evangelism 
at  Union  Seminary.  "We  want 
to  retrieve  evangelism  from  the 
gutter." 

The  newspaper  quoted  Dr. 
David  B.  Jenkins,  director  of  the 
Outreach  Foundation,  as  saying, 
"The  organized  church  has  been 


the  steady,  unifying  force  in  our 
society.  But  the  church  has  not 
been  as  flashy  and  effective  in 
evangelism  as  some  other  groups 
have." 

The  symposium  took  place  at 
Covenant  Church  in  Charlotte. 
It  was  the  first  time  the  three 
seminaries  have  joined  to  spon- 
sor such  an  event. 

Speakers  addressed  evangel- 
ism from  the  perspectives  of  his- 
tory, biblical  studies,  systematic 
theology,  biblical  interpretation', 
and  preaching  and  worship. 

Dr.  Thomas  Gillespie,  presi- 
dent of  Princeton  Seminary, 
delivered  the  keynote  address  on 
"The  Issues  and  Challenges  of 
Evangelism  Today." 


Women's  Coordinating  Team 
for  synod  meets  at  college 


The  Coordinating  Team  for 
Presbyterian  Women  (PW)  in 
the  synod  met  Oct.  21-22  on  the 
campus  of  Barber-Scotia  Col- 
lege in  Concord,  N.C,  continu- 
ing to  carry  out  its  plan  to  meet 
at  various  sites  in  the  new  synod 
so  as  to  familiarize  itself  with 
agencies  and  the  institutions  of 
the  synod.  Gwendolyn  Cun- 
ningham, director  of  the  Pres- 
byterian Women's  Program  at 
the  college,  gave  a  brief  history 
of  the  school  and  then  took  the 
team  members  on  a  tour  of  the 
facilities.  During  an  evening 
break,  the  team  was  able  to  join 
in  the  activities  at  the  Corona- 
tion Ball  for  a  brief  time. 

Reports  given  included  that  of 
Barbara  McLean  from  the 
Churchwide  Coordinating  Team 
for  Presbyterian  Women;  Vera 
Swann,  regional  staff,  on  the 
constituency  groups  which  with 
PW  make  up  the  Women's 
Ministry  Unit;  and  Anne 
Treichler,  PW  moderator,  on 
activities  within  the  synod. 


Presbytery  PW  moderators  also 
shared  activities  of  the  fall 
gatherings. 

The  Coordinating  Team  reaf- 
firmed its  14-0-1  vote  in  July  to 
have  the  1990  Summer  Gather- 
ing be  at  one  site  more  central 
to  the  synod.  The  University  of 
Richmond  has  been  selected, 
and  the  Gathering  will  have  a 
weekend  session  June  15-17, 
1990,  and  a  four  day  session, 
June  18-21,  1990.  The  co-direc- 
tors are  Minnie  Lou  Creech  of 
Tarboro,  N.C,  and  Margaret 
McDonald  of  Woodstock,  Va. 
A  task  force  headed  by  Ann 
Umstead  of  Greensboro,  N.C, 
began  work  on  developing 
guidelines  for  future  summer 
gatherings  for  Presbyterian 
Women. 

As  well  as  giving  approval  to 
the  1990  plans,  the  Coordinating 
Team  also  approved  guidelines 
for  development  of  the  budgets 
for  synod  and  presbytery  PW 
coordinating  teams  and  for  the 
summer  gatherings.  Calendar 


Well-known  educator 
McFadyen  dies  of  cancer 


Mary  Jean  McFadyen,  68, 
well-known  Presbyterian  Chris- 
tian educator,  died  Sept.  17  at 
the  hospital  in  her  hometown, 
Ellerbe,  N.C. 
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Although  she  learned  during 
the  summer  that  she  was  suffer- 
ing from  cancer,  she  shared  this 
with  only  a  few  family  members. 

The  educator  retired  from  her 
General  Assembly  Council  po- 
sition with  the  Education  and 
Congregational  Nurture  Minis- 
try Unit  in  March  and  was  cited 
by  that  unit  for  outstanding 
service  in  her  work. 

"Her  influence  on  Presbyteri- 
an curriculum  has  been  extreme- 
ly important  for  two  decades," 
a  church  official  said.  In  honor- 
ing her,  the  unit  cited  her  for 
helping  to  shape  the  vision  and 
fulfillment  of  educational  pro- 
grams. 

She  had  been  honored  with 
many  top  eduation  awards  in- 
cluding Outstanding  Christian 
Educator  from  the  Presbyterian 
Association  of  Christian  Educa- 
tors and  the  Margaret  Bowman 
Award  for  distinguished  service 
in  Christian  education  from  St. 
Andrews  Presbyterian  College. 

She  served  congregations  in 
Virginia,  North  Carolina,  and 
Georgia. 

Survivors  include  one  sister, 
Lillian  Sherril,  and  five  brothers, 
Willard,  Ralph,  Colon,  Harold, 
.  and  Robert,  all  of  Ellerbe. 


dates  were  set  into  1992  as  an 
aid  to  coordinating  activities 
with  Churchwide  Coordinating 
Team  events  such  as  the  Enabler 
Training  in  Ames,  Iowa,  in  July 
1990  and  the  PW  Gathering,  also 
at  Ames,  in  July  1991. 

The  presbytery  PW  modera- 
tors were  asked  for  nominations 
for  the  individual  to  be  selected 
from  the  synod  to  go  with  a 
group  to  Australia  in  the  fall  of 
1990.  The  chair  of  the  Search 
Committee,  Linda  Schrock,  of 
Goldsboro,  N.C,  reiterated  her 
request  for  names  of  individuals 
as  potential  members  of  the 
Coordinating  Team.  The  Search 
Committee  has  scheduled  a 
meeting  in  January. 

The  next  meeting  of  the  Coor- 
dinating Team  was  set  for  March 
1990  in  Richmond,  Va.,  so  that 
the  team  members  could  famil- 
iarize themselves  with  the  facil- 
ities at  the  University  of  Rich- 
mond and  also  visit  the  new 
offices  of  the  synod. 


Ministers  lose  ordained 
status  for  having  a  baby 


Two  ministers  who  had  a 
baby — they  are  not  married 
to  each  other — will  lose  their 
ordained  status,  a  judicial 
commission  of  Salem  Presb- 
ytery has  ruled.  The  minis- 
ters, Kathleen  Murdock  and 
Michael  Woodard,  have  said 
they  will  appeal  the  decision. 

Murdock  and  Woodard 
are  members  of  the  Jubilee 
House  community  in  States- 
ville,  N.C,  which  comprises 
a  set  of  shelters  for  the  home- 
less, abused  women,  and 
others.  Members  of  the  com- 
munity hold  possessions  in 
common.  They  live  and  work 
together  in  a  group  of  build- 
ings in  a  poor  neighborhood 
in  Statesville.  Another  mem- 
ber of  the  group  is  Woodard 's 
wife,  Sarah  Junkin  Woodard, 
who  is  not  ordained.  The 
Woodards  have  two  children. 

In  all,  nine  adults  and  three 
children  form  the  community. 

Salem  Presbytery's  judicial 
commission  found  Woodard 


and  Murdock  guilty  of  conduct 
unacceptable  for  a  Presbyteri- 
an minister  and  contrary  to  the 
church's  constitution  in  a  trial 
Nov.  7-9  in  Winston-Salem, 
N.C.  The  appeals  process 
would  take  the  case  to  the 
synod's  Permanent  Judicial 
Commission. 

The  presbytery's  commis- 
sion ruled  that  Murdock's 
and  Woodard 's  status  as 
ministers  in  the  Presbyterian 
Church  (U.S.A.)  and  mem- 
bers of  Salem  Presbytery  will 
be  revoked. 

Murdock  said  in  a  tele- 
phone interview  that  the 
members  of  the  community 
had  already  decided  to  leave 
Statesville  and  open  a  retreat 
center  on  land  they  bought  in 
Wilkes  County,  N.C,  in  1990. 
Two  to  four  years  from  now, 
they  will  go  to  Central  Amer- 
ica for  five  to  10  years,  she 
added.  New  staff  plans  to 
operate  the  Statesville  shel- 
ters, she  said. 


Japanese  Christians  send  $10,000 

to  synod  church  for  sending  missionary 


A  Japanese  Christian  organi- 
zation has  sent  $10,000  to  a 
church  in  the  Synod  of  the  Mid- 
Atlantic  because  it  was  the  home 
church  of  an  American  mission- 
ary a  century  ago  who  helped 
found  what  today  is  that  Jap- 
anese organization.  The  church 
is  Makemie  Church  in  Accomac, 
Va.;  the  missionary  from  there 
was  Mary  Smythe. 

The  Japanese  organization  is 
Kinjo  Gakuin,  which  includes  a 
university,  high  school,  and  ju- 
nior high  school.  The  organization 
celebrated  its  centennial  Oct.  14. 

"We  appreciated  the  churches 
which  sent  the  missionaries,  and 
that  Kinjo  Gakuin  has  devel- 
oped as  it  is  today  because  of 
their  endeavors,"  said  Sho  Sasa 


of  the  organization  in  a  letter  to 
Belle  DeCormis  Fears  of  the 
Makemie  Church.  "As  one  of  the 
events  celebrating  its  anniversa- 
ry, Kinjo  Gakuin  would  make 
a  contribution  to  the  churches 
that  sent  the  first  missionaries." 

Sasa  visited  Makemie  Church 
a  year  and  a  half  ago. 

Makemie's  pastor,  the  Rev. 
William  Plonk,  wrote  in  a  letter 
to  synod  Vice-Moderator  John 
MacLeod,  "It  is  wonderful  for 
the  Japanese  people  to  think  of 
us  and  to  send  money  back  to 
us  in  thanks  for  the  work  and 
love  of  a  missionary,  Mary 
Smythe,  who  came  to  them  from 
Accomac  long  ago." 

In  an  historical  twist,  Plonk 
chairs  a  committee  trying  to 


raise  funds  to  restore  the  Make- 
mie Meetinghouse  in  Ireland, 
original  place  of  worship  of 
Francis  Makemie,  17th  century 
missionary  to  America  who 
founded  Presbyterian  churches 
in  Virginia  and  Maryland.  The 
General  Assembly  has  approved 
the  project,  which  seeks 
$250,000.  Irish  Christians  will 
match  that  amount;  both  Ca- 
tholics and  Protestants  are  sup- 
porting the  restoration. 

"I  do  not  see  why  we  as 
Americans  should  not  be  led  to 
do  the  same  thing  [as  the  Jap- 
anese] by  sending  funds  for  the 
restoration  of  the  Makemie 
Meetinghouse  back  to  Ireland  in 
flumks  fpr  what  Francis  Make- 
mie did  for  us,"  Plonk  wrote. 


Church  offers  interest-free  ^scholarships  Children 


A  Maryland  church  has  an- 
nounced interest-free  loans  for 
higher-eduation  scholarships 
from  a  fund  its  session  estab- 
lished in  1982.  Springfield 
Church  in  Sykesville,  Md.,  gives 
first  priority  to  its  active  mem- 
bers, second  to  residents  of  the 
community,  third  to  members  of 
Baltimore  Presbytery,  and 
fourth  to  members  of  the  Synod 
of  the  Mid-Atlantic. 


The  loans  come  from  thejluth  m 
Gosnell  Education  Fund."*F\irI- 
time  students  must  have  attained 
junior  status  in  an  accredited 
institution  of  higher  education. 

To  receive  an  an  application 
form  send  name,  address,  and 
the  name  of  school  to  Spring- 
field Presbyterian  Church,  7300 
Spout  Hill  Rd.,  Sykesville,  Md. 
21784.  Deadline  for  application 
requests  is  Jan.  15. 


catechism 


Two  children  have  recited  the 
Child's  Catechism,  for  which  the 
synod  sent  them  a  certificate  and 
$15  each. 

They  are  Matthew  Whalen 
and  Paul  Robinson  of  the  Pleas- 
ant Hill  Church  in  Charlotte, 
N.C. 
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PSCE 
celebrates 
75th  year 

The  General  Assembly's 
moderator,  the  Rev.  Joan 
SalmonCampbell,  gave  the 
convocation  address  as  the 
Presbyterian  School  of  Chris- 
tian Education  in  Richmond, 
Va.,  celebrated  its  75th  anni- 
versary Nov.  3  with  a  convo- 
cation and  worship  service. 

"The  Presbyterian  School 
of  Christian  Education  is  one 
of  a  kind  in  all  of  Christen- 
dom where  the  people  of  God 
are  nurtured,"  SalmonCamp- 
bell said.  PSCE  is  the  only 
graduate  school  of  any  de- 
nomination dedicated  solely 
to  Christian  education.  Grad- 
uates have  careers  as  Chris- 
tian educators  and  youth 
ministers  in  churches  and 
teachers  in  schools. 

The  moderator  paid  tribute 
to  Annie  Wilson,  who  wanted 
a  theological  education  but 
was  denied  one  because  she 
was  female.  She  caused  the 
founding  in  1914  of  a  school 
to  train  lay  workers,  male  and 
female,  in  Christian  ministry. 

Also  taking  part  in  the 
convocation  were  Dorothy 
Barnard,  moderator  of  the 
1981  General  Assembly  of  the 
Presbyterian  Church  U.S., 
and  Dr.  Isabel  Rogers,  pro- 
fessor at  the  school  and  mod- 
erator of  the  General  Assem- 
bly in  1987.  Ecumenical  lead- 
ers in  Richmond  also  partic- 
ipated. 

Health  coverage 
for  poor  kids 
faces  shortfall 

The  Caring  Program  for  Chil- 
dren faces  a  one-time  shortfall 
of  over  $6,300  because  the 
premiums  on  medical  insurance 
for  poor  children  rose  in  Novem- 
ber. The  program  ensures  health 
care  for  children  from  families 
with  low  income  who  cannot 
afford  insurance  but  are  not 
poor  enough  to  qualify  for 
governmental  programs.  A  min- 
istry of  the  North  Carolina 
Council  of  Churches,  the  pro- 
gram is  one  the  synod  supports. 

Because  the  annual  premium 
rose  from  $204  to  $240  Nov.  1, 
the  program  must  pay  extra  on 
premiums  for  1989  on  the  329 
children  enrolled  earlier  in  the 
year  at  the  lower  rate.  Blue  Cross 
and  Blue  Shield  of  North  Ca- 
rolina, which  provides  the  cov- 
erage, has  guaranteed  that  in  the 
future,  each  child  will  be  insured 
at  the  rate  of  enrollment  for  12 
months. 

The  program's  executive  di- 
rector, Karen  Mortimer,  said  in 
an  October  letter  that  25  chil- 
dren needed  to  be  renewed  in 
November  for  another  year,  but 
contibutions  to  that  point  would 
cover  only  six.  For  the  first  time, 
she  said,  the  program  might  not 
be  able  to  continue  coverage  for 
children  already  enrolled. 

In  addition,  52  children  are 
waiting  for  enrollment,  she  said. 
The  program  is  also  seeking 
operational  or  administrative 
funding  for  1990,  she  said. 

More  information  is  available 
from  Mortimer  at  the  Caring 
Program  for  Children,  P.O.  Box 
94,  Durham,  N.C.  27702  (tele- 
phone 919-688-5437  or  688- 
KIDS). 


LOUISVILLE,  Ky.— Three 
officials  of  the  General  Assem- 
bly have  left  their  positions 
recently,  including  two  ministry 
unit  directors.  They  are  the  first 
unit  directors  to  resign  since  the 
Assembly's  structure  formed  in 
1986. 

The  two  directors  are  Patricia 
Roach,  director  of  the  Evange- 
lism and  Church  Development 
Ministry  Unit,  who  resigned  to 
accept  a  position  in  a  newly 
forming  New  York  City  admin- 
istration, and  the  Rev.  Robert 

D.  Miller,  director  of  the  Edu- 
cation and  Congregational  Nur- 
ture Ministry  Unit,  who  resigned 
to  accept  a  pastorate  in  Louis- 
ville. The  other  official  is  the 
Rev.  William  K.  DuVal,  coor- 
dinator of  World  Service  and 
director  of  the  Jinishian  Memo- 
rial Program,  who  is  retiring. 

The  Rev.  Marvin  Lee 
Simmers  has  been  appointed 
interim  director  of  the  Educa- 
tion and  Congregational  Nur- 
ture Unit,  while  the  Rev.  Bruce 

E.  Tjaden  has  been  named  in- 
terim director  of  the  Evangelism 
and  Church  Development  Unit. 
Simmers  is  currently  associate 


Rev.  Robert  Miller 


for  curriculum  development  for 
adult  resources  in  the  unit. 
Previously,  he  served  pastorates 
in  Lexington  and  Lynchburg, 
Va.  Tjaden  has  been  working  in 
counseling  in  Louisville. 

Earl  Reeves,  chair  of  the 
Evangelism  and  Church  Devel- 
opment Ministry  Unit  Commit- 
tee, said,  "It  is  with  deep  regret 
that  we  acknowledge  the  resig- 
nation of  Pat  Roach.  For  the 
past  two  and  one-half  years,  Pat 
has  provided  outstanding  lead- 
ership in  bringing  the  new  unit 
into  reality.  She  has  assembled 


Patricia  Roach 

an  outstanding  staff,  established 
a  high  level  of  trust  with  the 
ministry  unit  committee,  and 
developed  effective  working 
relationships  with  her  col- 
leagues." 

Betty  Jane  Crago,  chair  of  the 
Education  and  Congregational 
Nurture  Ministry  Unit  Commit- 
tee, said  that  the  unit  will  be 
"significantly  different"  without 
Miller.  "His  leadership,  his 
dedication,  his  spirit  of  challenge 
and  stretching  us  has  been 
something  I've  treasured."  Mill- 
er said,  "I  feel  extremely  good 


about  the  unit,  its  health  and 
vitality." 

Belle  Miller  McMaster,  direc- 
tor of  the  Social  Justice  and 
Peacemaking  Unit,  under  which 
World  Service  and  the  Jinishian 
Program  operate,  said,  "Bill 
DuVal  has  given  signal  leader- 
ship to  PCUSA  efforts  to  resettle 
refugees  and  respond  to  disasters 
around  the  world.  His  wide 
knowledge  of  the  work  and  his 
Christian  commitment  will  be 
missed  by  many  people  across 
the  church  as  he  retires." 

Prior  to  his  election  as  direc- 
tor in  May  1987,  Miller  was 
director  of  the  Division  of 
National  Mission  of  the  General 
Assembly  Mission  Board  of  the 
Presbyterian  Church  (U.S.)  for 
10  years.  He  has  pastored 
churches  in  Alabama  and  Flor- 
ida. 

DuVal  will  complete  a  35-year 
career  as  a  Presbyterian  minister 
shortly  after  the  first  of  the  year. 
He  has  headed  Presbyterian 
efforts  in  disaster  relief,  refugee 
resettlement,  and  the  Jinishian 
Program,  which  aids  Armenians 
in  the  Middle  East,  since  1977. 
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Some  're- words'  are  appropriate  during  this  season 


This  is  about  re-words.  As  Presby- 
terian Women  gathered  this  past 
summer,  focusing  on  the  study  of  1 
Peter,  I  was  struck  by  the  number  or 
re-words  in  that  small  book — resurrec- 
tion, revealed,  revelation,  rebound, 
rejoice,  receive,  reviled,  reverent, 
return,  resist...  All  with  that  classical 
prefix  meaning  "back,"  "again." 

A  friend  once  told  me  I  chewed  on 
words  like  a  dog  with  a  dry  bone.  I 
like  words  and  the  words  I  own  carry 
their  own  images  formed  from  my 
background,  my  history,  my  memories. 
Since  reunion  I  have  constantly  been 
struck  with  difficulties  arising  from 
definitions  and  terminology.  "What  do 

you  mean  when  you  say  ?"  Fill 

in  you  own  blank — we  each  have  one, 
or  several.  The  denomination  needs  a 
glossary. 

A  re-word  in  common  usage  is 
reconciliation,  as  in  peace,  justice,  and 
reconciliation.  And  the  need  thereof. 
We  are  to  work  for  peace,  work  for 
justice,  work  for  reconciliation.  Why  do 


By 

Anne 
Treichler 


I  have  an  image  of  reconciliation  as 
uneasy  truce? 

It  is  the  season  of  review,  of  mem- 
ory— Thanksgiving,  Advent,  Christ- 
mas, Epiphany.  It  is  also  the  time  for 
another  re-word — resolutions.  As  in 
New  Year's  Resolutions.  I  happen  to 
be  in  favor  of  them — if  for  nothing  else 
that  it  may  be  the  only  time  of  the  year 
when  we  indulge  in  the  "examined  life." 

Unfortunately  the  resolutions  often 
deal  only  with  the  disciplines  of  life — 
"I  will  not  scream  at  my  children  this 
year,"  "I  will  not  have  two  desserts  at 
lunch  and  dinner  at  Montreat  this 


summer,"  "I  will  not  get  my  feelings 
hurt  when  my  circle  forgets  my  birth- 
day,""! will  write  three  letters  a  week." 
No  resolutions  dealing  with  our  anger, 
pain,  frustrations  except  superficially, 
except  as  a  reflection  of  our  public 
image.  But  the  very  making  of  these 
resolutions  shows  a  longing  for  times 
when  there  was  peace,  there  was  justice, 
there  was  unity.  Remembering  only 
what  we  found  good,  revising  the 
memory  into  a  vision  for  the  future  at 
odds  with  our  perception  of  reality,  let 
alone  the  experience  of  that  reality. 

For  the  possibility  that  vision  can 
become  reality,  let  me  suggest  another 
re- word  which  I  found  this  past  summer 
in  the  chapel  at  Eastern  Mennonite 
College.  Listed  as  #731  in  the  Menno- 
nite Hymnal,  as  a  congregational 
response,  I  could  not  find  out  how  often 
it  was  used — if  ever.  I  share  it  for  your 
reflection,  response,  renewal  that  we 
may  all  rejoice! 

A  STATEMENT  OF  RESTORA- 


TION: In  your  confession  of  failure  to 
fulfill  your  Christian  commitment,  we 
are  involved  with  you.  We  have  failed 
to  provide  the  supporting  community 
which  keeps  the  conscience  alert,  and 
the  will  strong  to  resist  temptation. 
Forgive  us  for  our  failure  to  surround 
you  with  sufficient  resources  to  draw 
you  from  the  mastery  of  sin. 

We  assure  you  that  we  are  now,  and 
will  be,  a  forgiving  community  in  which 
you  are  loved,  accepted,  and  encour- 
aged. We  promise  to  be  a  caring,  healing 
fellowship,  forgetting  the  past  in  our 
continuing  quest  of  following  Christ. 
Having  been  freely  pardoned  ourselves, 
and  having  received  your  confession,  we 
declare  you  forgiven  in  the  name  and 
for  the  sake  of  Christ.  We  therefore 
commend  you  to  the  strength  and 
guardianship  of  the  Holy  spirit. 

Anne  Treichler  is  moderator  for 
Presbyterian  Women  in  the  Synod  of 
the  Mid-Atlantic.  She  lives  in  Williams- 
burg, Va. 


A  Christmas  litany 

By  Ralph  Piland 

Leader:  Listen,  listen.  Echoes  from  the  distant  past  are 
sounding  on  the  winds  of  the  spirit  and  pushing  back 
the  ancient  darkness:  "The  people  who  walked  in 
darkness  have  seen  a  great  light;  those  who  dwelt  in 
a  land  of  deep  darkness,  on  them  has  light  shined." 

PEOPLE:  O  God,  enable  us  to  hear  with  ears  of  faith  and  hearts 
of  love. 

Leader:  Listen,  listen.  The  music  of  deliverance  from  the  dusty 
past  is  still  being  heard  throughout  the  earth:  "For 
to  us  a  child  is  born,  to  us  a  son  is  given;  and  the 
government  will  be  upon  his  shoulder,  and  his  name 
will  be  called  'Wonderful  Counselor,  Mighty  God, 
Everlasting  Father,  Prince  of  Peace.'  " 

PEOPLE:  O  God,  enable  us  to  hear  with  ears  of  faith  and  hearts 
of  love. 

Leader:  Listen,  listen.  An  angel's  voice  sounds  with  clarity 
across  two  milleniums,  rapping  gently  at  the  door  of 
each  human  heart:  "For  to  you  is  born  this  day.. .a 
Savior,  who  is  Christ  the  Lord." 

PEOPLE:  O  God,  enable  us  to  hear  with  ears  of  faith  and  hearts 
of  love. 

Leader:  Listen,  listen.  The  anthem  of  the  heavenly  host 
continues  to  reverberate  around  the  whole  world  and 
steals  into  waiting  hearts:  "Glory  to  God  in  the  highest, 
and  on  earth  peace..." 

PEOPLE:  O  God,  enable  us  to  hear  with  ears  of  faith  and  hearts 
of  love. 

Leader:  Listen,  listen.  The  noises  of  jubilation  are  coming  alive 
in  this  holy  and  glorious  season  that  we  call  Christmas. 
Listen  to  the  symphony  around  you:  busy  feet  on 
happy  errands,  cherubic  sounds  on  the  lips  of  wildly 
ecstatic  children,  whistles  and  hums  in  warm  kitchens, 
laughter  on  the  street,  carols  in  every  quarter,  anthems 
and  cantatas  by  church  choirs.  And  the  wonderful, 
wonderful  sounds  played  again  on  the  golden  harps 
of  memory. 

PEOPLE:  O  God,  enable  us  to  hear  with  wonder  and  gratitude. 

Leader:  Listen,  listen.  There  are  also  wails  on  the  wind — the 
muted  but  piercing  cry  of  the  poor  for  whom  there 
is  never  enough  bread  or  dignity;  the  muffled  but 
painful  cry  of  persons  for  whom  justice  always  comes 
slowly;  the  wounded  cries  of  the  war-weary  for  whom 
peace  never  seems  to  come. 

PEOPLE:  O  God,  enable  us  to  hear  these  tragic  cries  with 
commpassionate  and  generous  hearts  and  hands,  as 
we  strive  for  peace  and  plenty  for  all.  Amen. 


Marj  Carpenter  presides  over 
press  conference  at  TASS 


LOUISVILLE,  Ky.— Marj 
Carpenter,  manager  of  the  Of- 
fice of  News  Services  for  the 
Presbyterian  Church  (U.S.A.), 
presided  at  a  press  conference  at 
TASS,  the  top  Russian  news 
agency  in  Moscow,  on  a  recent 
trip  to  the  Soviet  Union  as  part 
of  a  delegation  of  women  repor- 
ters from  the  National  Federa- 
tion of  Press  Women.  It  was  the 
first  time  an  American  woman 
presided  at  such  an  event.  Car- 
penter presided  in  her  capacity 
as  first  vice-president  of  the 
organization. 

Yuri  Ustimenko,  chief  editor 
of  the  American  desk  of  TASS, 
presided  with  Carpenter.  Repor- 
ters from  both  countries  asked 
questions  concerning  accuracy 
of  news  coverage,  new  freedoms 
in  the  U.S.S.R.,  understanding 


of  each  other's  news  systems, 
and  other  pertinent  questions. 

Ustimenko,  who  had  made  it 
clear  he  was  glad  not  to  have 
women  reporters  on  his  overseas 
staff,  was  presented  an  honorary 
membership  in  the  National 
Federation  of  Press  Women  by 
Carpenter.  He  took  it  with  good 
humor  and  with  heavy  applause 
from  his  colleagues. 

The  Americans  also  were 
guests  of  the  press  office  of  the 
U.S.  Embassy  in  Moscow,  where 
Carpenter  along  with  Mike 
Hurley,  chief  press  officer,  con- 
ducted another  press  conference 
surrounding  issues  of  how  news 
is  reported  from  Moscow  back 
to  the  United  States  by  the 
American  media. 

The  group  held  another  con- 


ference in  Leningrad,  where 
Carpenter  presided  along  with 
Viktor  Ugin,  editor-in-chief  of 
SMENA  and  a  member  of  the 
U.S.S.R.  Journalists  Union. 

Representatives  from  PRAV- 
DA  were  also  present.  A  fourth 
conference  took  place  in  Helsin- 
ki, Finland,  at  the  Ministry  for 
Foreign  Affairs.  Carpenter  and 
Pasi  Rutanen,  ambassador  from 
the  Prime  Minister's  Office, 
presided  at  that  meeting  to 
discuss  the  Finnish  press. 

The  women  journalists  were 
the  guests  of  a  newpaper  staff 
in  Tbilisi,  two  Soviet  hospitals 
and  sanatoriums,  and  a  school. 
The  group  visited  numerous 
Russion  Orthodox  churches  and 
part  of  the  delegation  visited  one 
Baptist  church. 


Social  Justice  Unit  supports 
striking  Pittston  coal  miners 


By  Jerry  Van  Marter 

LOUISVILLE,  KY— The 
General  Assembly's  Social  Jus- 
tice and  Peacemaking  Unit  took 
several  actions  in  support  of  coal 
miners  striking  the  Pittston  Coal 
Company  in  southwestern  Vir- 
ginia and  pleaded  for  non- 
violent resolution  of  the  16- 
month  old  strike  when  it  met 
here  Oct.  20-22.  The  unit  took 
the  actions  after  hearing  a  report 
from  the  Rev.  Philip  Newell, 
who  represented  the  unit  on  an 
ecumenical  fact-finding  delega- 
tion that  traveled  to  the  area  in 
late  August. 

A  visit  to  the  coal  fields  by 
the  Presbyterian  Hunger  Pro- 
gram in  July  resulted  in  an 
emergency  grant  to  Binns- 
Counts  Community  Develop- 
ment Center,  a  small  agency  in 
Dickenson  County  that  has 
become  the  nerve-center  for 
striking  United  Mine  Workers 
and  their  families.  The  SJP  unit, 
at  its  July  meeting  shortly  there- 
after, expressed  its  support  of 
the  miners  based  upon  PHP 
recommendations. 

Newell  was  part  of  a  delega- 
tion that  included  representa- 
tives from  the  American  Bap- 
tists, Evangelical  Lutherans, 


United  Methodists,  and  the 
United  Church  of  Christ.  During 
their  two-day  visit,  Newell  re- 
ported, the  group  met  with 
officials  of  the  United  Mine 
Workers,  the  president  of  Pitt- 
ston, the  Virginia  state  attor- 
ney's office,  the  Dickinson 
County  administrator,  and  local 
business  and  community  lead- 
ers. 

The  recommendations  adopt- 
ed by  the  unit  grew  out  of  the 
report  issued  by  the  fact-finding 
group,  "A  Report  to  the 
Churches."  The  recommenda- 
tions urged  the  Presbyterian 
Church  (U.S.A.)  to  "join  with 
other  religious  bodies": 

•To  work  together  in  assess- 
ing the  moral  and  ethical  issues 
in  the  strike,  particularly  the 
issue  of  non-violent  civil  disobe- 
dience, and  seek  to  develop 
principles  of  action  appropriate 
in  a  democratic  society; 

•To  urge  that  both  the  Pitt- 
ston company  and  the  union 
seek  in  all  possible  ways  to  avoid 
violent  actions  against  the  other; 

•To  encourage  the  govern- 
ment of  Virginia  to  use  the 
power  of  the  police  in  deterring 
violence  against  people,  and  not 
in  ways  that  favor  the  economic 
interests  of  either  party; 


•To  find  ways  to  help  those 
miners  and  their  families  who 
are  affected  economically  by  the 
strike; 

•  To  help  develop  community 
organizations  as  a  way  to  in- 
crease citizen  involvement  in 
ending  the  strike  and  providing 
continuing  action  for  political 
and  economic  justice  in  the 
region; 

•To  raise  questions  about 
Pittston's  policy  in  the  strike  and 
seek  change  of  corporate  policy; 

•  To  call  upon  state  and  fed- 
eral agencies  to  insure  balanced 
and  even-handed  treatment  of 
all  parties  in  the  strike,  to  review 
legislation  and  policies  designed 
to  restore  equity  between  labor 
and  management  in  all  contract 
disputes  and  negotiations,  and 
to  increase  protection  of  health 
and  safety  of  miners; 

•  To  support  the  Commission 
on  Religion  in  Appalachia  in 
developing  a  "Marshall  Plan." 

•  To  request  the  committee  on 
Social  Witness  Policy  to  review 
and  recommend  to  the  General 
Assembly,  if  necessary,  Presby- 
terian public  policy  in  support 
of  labor's  right  to  organize, 
expert  economic  pressure  on 
management,  and  bargain  col- 
lectively. 
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An  experience  with  one  solution  for  small  churches 


By  Homer  Cornish 

In  1984  the  Church  Development 
Division  of  Shenandoah  Presbytery 
engaged  the  Rev.  James  Guthrie,  pastor 
of  Burnt  Church  near  Winchester,  Va., 
to  help  in  establishing  a  larger  parish 
composed  of  seven  small  churches  in 
Frederick  and  Shenandoah  counties  in 
Virginia  and  Hardy  County  in  West 
Virginia.  The  churches  were  at  that  time 
in  three  yoked  fields.  Two  of  the 
churches  had  not  had  a  full-time  pastor 
in  ten  years,  three  had  not  had  one  in 
nine  years,  and  the  other  two  had  been 
without  a  pastor  for  one  year.  With  a 
total  membership  of  less  than  100  in 
any  one  yoked  field,  none  of  the  fields 
was  able  to  support  a  full-time  minister 

The  original  Parish  Council,  organ- 
ized through  Guthrie's  leadership,  was 
composed  of  two  members  from  each 
of  the  seven  churches.  After  meeting  for 
four  months  and  struggling  with  all  the 
issues  involved  in  getting  seven 
churches  to  work  together,  the  seven 
sessions  agreed  to  join  in  the  new 
venture,  which  they  named  "The  Pres- 
byterian Parish  of  the  Valleys."  The 
council  then  became  the  search  com- 
mittee for  a  new  senior  pastor  for  the 
newly  created  larger  parish,  composed 
of  Mt.  Hope  (20  members),  Cedar 
Creek  (33  members),  Cedar  Cliff  (now 
Middletown,  26  members),  Round  Hill 
(40  members),  Second  Opequon  (60 
members),  Wardensville  (25  members), 
and  Ivanhoe  (38  members). 

The  search  committee  approached 
me  in  June  1984  and  asked  me  to  visit 
the  parish  after  an  interview  with  the 
search  committee.  "Why  would  you 
want  to  go  from  one  church  to  seven?" 
I  was  asked.  My  answer  was,  "Because 
the  challenge  of  this  new  parish  in- 
trigued me  and  I  always  felt  close  to 
the  small  church.  Further,  I  found  it 
incredible  that  seven  churches  agreed 
to  work  together." 

After  visiting  the  seven  churches  of 
the  parish  I  met  with  the  Parish 
Council,  which  asked  me  to  accept  the 
call  to  be  senior  pastor  of  the  Presby- 
terian Parish  of  the  Valleys.  I  accepted 
and  moved  to  the  field  on  Sept.  3,  1984, 
with  my  wife  and  two  children. 


Our  first  job  was  to  establish  a  design 
for  the  ministry  to  each  of  the  seven 
churches.  The  Parish  Council  agreed  to 
my  recommendation  to  seek  retired 
ministers  as  parish  associates,  each 
serving  two  churches  on  a  one-third- 
time  basis,  preaching  33  Sundays  a  year, 
and  giving  one  day  a  week  in  pastoral 
ministry.  I  would  preach  once  a  month 
in  each  of  the  seven  churches  and 
moderate  quarterly  session  meetings  in 
all  seven  churches.  The  associates 
would  serve  as  vice-moderators  of  the 
sessions  and  moderate  called  meetings 
of  the  sessions  as  needed  between 
quarterly  meetings. 

Guest  Commentary 

Presbytery's  Church  development 
committee  ageed  to  subsidize  the  parish 
with  $15,000  toward  salaries  the  first 
year.  We  hired  our  first  associate  in 
November  1984;  the  second  in  August 
1985.  Two  of  the  four  parish  associates 
lived  in  the  area  of  the  parish;  the  other 
two  lived  50  miles  away.  Three  had  their 
own  homes  and  the  fourth  moved  into 
the  Round  Hill  Manse. 

With  the  Council's  enthusiastic 
support  and  leadership  a  parish  office 
was  equipped  in  one  of  the  churches 
and  a  part-time  secretary  hired.  A 
monthly  newsletter  was  initiated  in 
October  1984  to  keep  churches  in- 
formed of  the  schedule  for  preaching 
and  the  activities  of  the  seven  churches 
as  well  as  parish  activities.  A  joint 
Sunday  bulletin  was  printed  at  the 
parish  office  with  announcements  from 
all  seven  churches  and  attention  to  the 
next  week's  preaching  schedule. 

The  seven  churches  began  to  respond 
to  the  enthusiasm  of  the  Parish  Council 
and  the  newly  created  activities  in  the 
parish.  A  parish  choir  was  organized 
and  the  first  Cantata  presented  on  Palm 
Sunday  in  1985.  An  annual  missionary 
program  was  begun  during  Witness 
Season  1985  and  the  seven  sessions 
ageed  to  contribute  $1,500  to  support 
Jane  and  Vincent  Stubbs,  missionaries 
to  Japan.  Children's  workshops  were 
begun  on  Saturday  mornings  with  20- 
25  children  several  times  a  year  includ- 


ing Advent  and  Lent 

A  children's  day  camp  for  one  week 
in  the  summer  at  Camp  Paddy  Run 
became  an  annual  affair  in  the  summer 
of  1986  with  20-25  children.  Leadership 
was  readily  available  from  leaders  from 
all  seven  churches.  The  children's 
workshops  gave  expanded  Christian 
education  opportunities  for  churches 
that  had  only  a  few  children  in  Sunday 
School.  The  first  parish-wide  commun- 
icants class  was  held  at  Second  Ope- 
quon Church  in  November  1984  with 
six  children. 

In  the  fall  of  1985  a  Pony  Express 
parish-wide  every  member  canvas  was 
held  emphasizing  stewardship  of  wit- 
ness, worship  and  service  as  well  as 
wealth.  Over  91  percent  of  the  parish 
members  made  some  response  to  the 
call  to  committment.  Giving  increased 
by  33  percent  in  the  first  year  of  the 
parish.  Attendance  has  increased  by  15 
percent  over  five  years  and  membership 
by  15  percent  with  attendance  averaging 
66  percent  of  membership. 

Giving  has  increased  65  percent  in 
four  years  from  $63,000  in  1984  to 
$104,000  in  1988.  Several  visitation 
programs  have  been  held  and  one 
church  has  moved  to  a  new  location. 
All  seven  churches  participate  in  the  2<p- 
a-Meal  Hunger  Program  and  all  of  the 
churches  signed  the  Commitment  to 
Peacemaking  and  ageed  to  support  the 
1  percent  for  Theological  Education 
Fund. 

Wednesday  night  Lenten  services 
were  held  the  past  two  years  rotating 
for  six  weeks  from  church  to  church 
with  average  attendance  of  over  25.  The 
annual  parish  picnic  and  worship  is  well 
attended  and  the  parish  is  well  repres- 
ented at  most  presbytery  functions.  The 
attendance  of  elders  at  presbytery 
meetings  is  high  with  most  churches 
represented  at  all  presbytery  meetings. 

At  recent  goal-setting  dialogues  in  all 
seven  churches,  the  churches  all  felt 
either  optimistic  or  mildly  optimistic 
about  their  future.  In  a  similar  dialogue 
with  the  Parish  Council  there  was  a 
unanimous  feeling  of  pride  in  the 
progress  of  the  parish,  citing  ministerial 
leadership  (five  experienced  ministers), 
the  parish  programs,  and  the  newsletter 


as  strenths.  The  main  negative  comment 
about  the  parish  was  the  distance 
between  churches,  which  most  felt  was 
a  problem  largely  overshadowed  by  the 
positive  aspects  of  the  parish. 

In  May  1989,  after  five  years  togeth- 
er, the  seven  churches  voted  to  receive 
an  eighth  church  into  the  parish  at  their 
request.  The  church  (Clearbrook)  of  52 
members  brings  the  total  parish  mem- 
bership to  307,  with  increased  funding 
and  leadership  possibilities. 

The  parish  has  reduced  presbytery's 
subsidy  from  $15,000  to  $8,500  in  five 
years  and  hopes  to  be  self-supporting 
in  another  five  to  six  years.  What  have 
the  churches  gained  from  this  new  plan 
for  ministry? 

1.  The  sense  of  pride  each  has  in  its 
church  and  in  the  Parish.  They  have 
immediate  recognition  in  the  presbytery 
as  churches  that  are  moving  forward. 

2.  A  real  sense  of  unity  and  coop- 
eration among  the  eight  churches. 

3.  A  feeling  that  while  they  may  not 
amount  to  much  as  individual  churches, 
as  a  parish  they  are  stronger  and 
commit  more  to  mission  than  most  307- 
member  churches. 

4.  For  once  Presbyterians  are  really 
getting  to  know  other  Presbyterians  in 
a  real  fellowship  of  faith  and  mission. 

5.  New  hope  about  the  future  of  the 
small  church:  many  feel  that  had  this 
parish  not  come  along  they  may  not 
have  survived  as  a  church. 

6.  A  new  sense  of  calling  through  the 
friendly  competition  and  challenge  to 
mission  that  come  from  this  unique 
experience  of  working  together. 

While  the  parish  may  not  be  a 
solution  for  all  small  churches,  it  is  the 
feeling  of  this  writer  that  the  form  of 
ministry  provided  by  the  Presbyterian 
Parish  of  the  Valleys  is  certainly  one 
option  that  needs  serious  consideration 
by  many  of  our  small  churches  in  the 
synod  and  in  the  General  Assembly  as 
a  whole.  It  is  one  way  in  which  small 
congregations  can  join  together  in 
effective  mission  for  Christ,  obtain 
good  pastoral  leadership,  work  together 
with  other  Presbyterians,  and  look 
toward  the  future  with  optimism. 


'Work  in  U.S.'  paper  delayed; 
need  for  improvement  cited 


Treasure  is  in  the  eye  of  the  beholder 


Release  of  a  working  paper  on 
the  changing  nature  of  vocation 
and  work  in  this  country  has 
been  delayed  by  the  committee 
on  Social  Witness  Policy. 

At  its  Oct.  26-28  meeting  in 
Chicago  the  committee  reviewed 
a  draft  of  the  paper  prepared  by 
its  Task  Force  on  Issues  of 
Vocation  and  Problems  of  Work 
in  the  United  States  and  sent  it 
back  to  the  task  force  for  revi- 
sion. The  delay  means  that  the 
task  force,  which  had  been 
scheduled  to  make  its  final 
report  to  the  1991  General 
Assembly,  will  now  report  in 
1992.  The  paper  addresses  "what 
it  means  to  continue  to  assert, 
as  Reformed  Christians  always 
have,  that  each  person  is  called 
by  God  to  respond  to  the  Gospel 
in  a  special  way,  and  that  ev- 
eryday working  life  is  one  of  the 
most  important  ways  in  which 
Christians  exercise  a  shared 
vocation."  The  paper  is  divided 
into  sections  that  discuss  "the 
changing  world  of  work"  in 
terms  of  family  life,  the  impact 
of  technology,  access  to  work 
opportunities,  the  quality  of 


work  in  the  United  States,  and 
challenges  to  communities  and 
the  environment. 

The  problem  of  delaying  the 
time  line  for  the  task  force's 
work  was  outweighed  by  the 
committee's  concern  that  the 
paper  was  deficient  in  several 
areas.  Three  informal  discussion 
groups  that  reviewed  various 
sections  of  the  draft  paper  in 
closed  session  all  reported  to  the 
committee  that  it  needed  more 
work. 

The  Rev.  David  Dobleer  of 
Anchorage,  Alaska,  noted, 
"Each  group  has  found  signif- 
icant areas  that  need  to  be 
explored  further.  If  each  group 
found  deficiencies,  then  I  would 
rather  have  the  paper  go  out 
later  in  improved  form." 

The  Rev.  Robert  LaFollette  of 
Columbus,  Ohio,  agreed.  "This 
paper  does  not  yet  have  the 
biblical  and  theological  credibil- 
ity that  a  CSWP  document 
should  have,"  he  said.  The  Rev. 
Whit  Kennedy  of  Waynesboro, 
VA,  added,  "The  quality  and 
caliber  of  our  work  is  what's 


critical,  not  the  time  line." 

More  than  300  congregations 
that  agreed  to  study  the  paper 
in  depth  following  its  previously 
announced  November  release 
will  be  informed  immediately  of 
the  delay,  said  CSWP  associate 
director  Ruth  Duba.  The  revioed 
schedule  calls  for  release  of  the 
paper  in  October  1990. 

In  addition  to  comments  that 
the  biblical,  theological,  and 
ethical  principles  of  the  paper 
were  not  well  integrated  with  it 
political  and  economic  consid- 
erations, the  groups  had  con- 
cerns that  the  "Protestant  work 
ethic"  needed  to  be  more  fully 
explained  as  a  factor  in  Amer- 
icans' view  of  what  "good  work" 
means;  that  the  paper  needs  to 
pay  more  attention  to  moral 
dilemmas  faced  by  economic 
decision-makers;  that  a  discus- 
sion of  what  kinds  of  jobs  do 
and  do  not  constitute  "Christian 
vocations"  needs  to  be  ex- 
panded; and  that  not  enough 
attention  is  given  to  the  partic- 
ular issues  faced  by  members  of 
minority  groups  and  handi- 
capped people. 


The  Rev.  Bruce  Haapalainen 
in  conducting  the  children's 
sermon  at  Westminster  Church 
in  South  Bend,  Ind.,  used  the 
scriptural  passage  on  storing 
treasures  in  heaven  and  asked 
the  children  if  they  had  any 
treasures  with  them.  One  little 
girl  had  two  rings.  A  little  boy 
had  a  notepad.  Others  named 
other  items. 


One  girl  said,  "I  have  a  loose 
tooth." 

"Oh,"  said  the  preacher,  "Is 
that  a  treasure?" 

"It's  money  in  the  bank,"  she 
replied. 

From  "In  This  Corner"  by 
Marj  Carpenter  in  News  Briefs 
of  the  General  Assembly's  Office 
of  New  Services. 
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"LET  '  S  GO  IN  AND  ASK 
FORG  X  V  EN  ESS  .  •* 
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New  TV  program  will 
parallel  Survey  magazine 

Half-hour  weekly  VISN  show, 
periodical  to  coordinate  coverage 


LOUISVILLE,  Ky.  —  An 
agreement  is  being  developed 
between  the  General  Assembly's 
Stewardship  and  Communica- 
tion Development  Ministry  Unit 
and  Presbyterian  Survey  to  plan 
a  television  magazine  program 
using  the  name  "Presbyterian 
Survey."  The  arrangement,  ap- 
proved by  the  unit  committee  at 
its  Oct.  20-22  meeting  here,  calls 
for  the  development  of  a  half- 
hour  program  to  be  aired  on 
VISN,  the  interfaith  cable  net- 
work. 

The  monthly  magazine  and 
the  weekly  television  program 
will  remain  separate  entities  but 
will  work  together  on  program- 
ming, promotional  materials, 
and  issues.  Presbyterian  Survey 
will  publish  news  stories  and 
announcements  to  assist  in 


promoting  the  television  pro- 
gram; the  show  "Presbyterian 
Survey"  will  present  information 
encouraging  viewers  to  sub- 
scribe to  the  magazine. 

The  Presbyterian  Survey  Ad- 
visory Committee  expressed  its 
enthusiasm  about  the  "mutually 
advantageous  possibilities  in 
such  an  undertaking." 

In  other  business,  the  unit 
committee  reviewed  goals  from 
its  Media  Services  Team  to 
further  penetrate  the  media 
through  radio  and  television 
public-service  announcements. 
The  team  will  develop  program- 
ming in  conjunction  with  the 
Education  and  Congregational 
Nurture  Ministry  Unit  to  further 
the  churchwide  goal  of  carrying 
out  evangelism  and  developing 
congregations. 


Video  on  bicentennial  closing 
nominated  for  national  award 


A  video  of  the  closing  celebra- 
tion of  the  Presbyterian  Church 
(U.S.A.)'s  bicentennial  obser- 
vance has  been  nominated  for  a 
coveted  award.  "A  Presbyterian 
Family  Album"  was  named  by 
the  American  Film  Institute  and 
Billboard  Magazine  as  one  of 
four  nominees  in  the  religion 
category  for  the  1989  American 
Video  Conference  Award.  The 
winner  was  to  be  announced 
Nov.  17  at  the  awards  banquet 
of  the  Directors  Guild  of  Amer- 
ica in  Hollywood. 

"A  Presbyterian  Family  Al- 
bum" features  Donald  Marsh  as 
the  Rev.  John  Witherspoon, 
who  returns  to  Philadelphia  to 
preach  the  same  sermon  that  he 
gave  to  the  first  General  Assem- 
bly 200  years  earlier.  Produced 


by  Creative  Connections  in 
Media  of  Rhinebeck,  N.Y.,  the 
video  has  been  used  in  many 
Presbyterian  congregations 
since  it  was  first  broadcast  on 
the  religious  VISN  cable  net- 
work in  June. 

The  one-hour  program  is 
scheduled  for  rebroadcast  on 
VISN  in  December  as  part  of  the 
Celebrate  the  Journey  series 
currently  running  on  the  net- 
work. 

Producer  Linda  Chase  said 
VHS  copies  of  "A  Presbyterian 
Family  Album"  are  available  for 
$29  (plus  $2  for  shipping)  from 
Journey  Resources,  12  Garden 
Street,  Rhinebeck,  N.Y.  12572. 
The  phone  order  number  is  (914) 
876-7607. 


G.A.  seeks  way  to  fight  racial  violence 


The  General  Assembly's  Ra- 
cial Ethnic  Ministry  Unit  Com- 
mittee met  Oct.  20-22  and  dis- 


cussed ways  to  raise  awareness 
of  rising  racial  violence  in  the 
United  States. 


The 

Albemarle 


Full-Service 
Rental  &  Life  Care 
Retirement 
Living 


The  Reverend 
Harold  J.  Dudley,  D.D. 


"Twelve  months  ago,  Mrs.  Dudley  (Avis)  and  I  settled 
at  The  Albemarle.  It  is  a  Retirement  Community  'Par 
Excellence',  located  close  to  banks,  shops,  post  office, 
etc.  The  food  and  services  are  superior." 


For  additional  information  call  (919)  823-2799  or  mail 
this  form  to  The  Albemarle,  200  Trade  Street,  Tarboro, 
North  Carolina  27886. 

Name   — 


Address  _ 
City  


State  &  Zip 
Phone  


Community  colleges  present 
a  new  arena  for  ministry 


By  Stephen  Darr 

Community  colleges  offer  an  extraordinary 
challenge  to  ministry  with  higher  education. 
Since  the  mid-60s,  community  colleges  have 
assumed  an  increasingly  prominent  position  in 
our  nation's  network  of  colleges  and  universities. 
Over  half  of  the  nation's  college  students  attend 
two-year  institutions.  Their  purpose:  prepara- 
tion for  specific  vocational  careers  or  transfer 
to  four-year  institutions. 

While  universities  and  their  baccalaureate 
degrees  remain  the  standard  for  educational 
achievement,  community  colleges  offer  alterna- 
tives. Community  college  programs  fit  several 
categories.  Vocational  training  is  offered  for 
many  who  need  specific  skills  for  new  employ- 
ment. Training  is  often  given  in  cooperation  with 
a  corporation,  business,  or  government  agency. 
Programs  include  such  skills  as  drafting,  design, 
construction,  mechanics,  mining,  health  care, 
and  nursing.  Transfer  tracts  offer  students  a 
liberal-arts  curriculum  which  parallels  the  first 
two  years  of  a  bachelor's  degree. 

Community  college  students  are  distinctive. 
The  average  age  is  nearly  30.  Many  have  part- 
time  jobs  to  support  their  education  and  their 
family  at  home.  Many  are  married  or  formerly 
married  with  children.  A  recent  survey  indicated 
that  almost  half  of  the  students  at  Virginia 
Highlands  Community  College  are  or  have  been 
married.  Thirty-four  percent  have  children. 
Almost  everyone  has  a  job  in  addition  to  their 
studies.  Ages  range  from  18  to  over  80.  Over 
60  percent  of  blacks  enrolled  in  higher  education 
are  attending  community  or  junior  colleges. 

In  cooperation  with  local  businesses  and 
government,  community  colleges  become  the 
integral  educational  component  of  economic 
development  in  our  own  communities.  These 
institutions  offer  what  others  do  not:  an 
accessible  and  affordable  alternative  for 
pursuing  our  dreams  and  aspirations  for  a  better 
way  of  life. 

In  this  context,  campus  ministry  becomes  a 
mission  among  those  who  chose  the  community 
college  alternative.  The  pluralism  of  the 
community  college  demands  an  ecumenical 
witness  to  service  unlike  that  of  the  four-year 
campus  chaplaincy  or  denominational  campus 
ministry.  More  often  than  not,  students  and  staff 
of  the  community  colleges  become  missionaries 
themselves  among  colleagues,  and  leaders  in 
programs  which  witness  to  the  prophetic  and 
pastoral  voice  of  Jesus  Christ  in  our  own 
neighborhoods  and  beyond.  The  church  has  a 
dramatic  message  of  reconciliation,  salvation, 
and  justice  to  share  with  this  vast  population. 
In  1988  in  Virginia  alone  there  were  over  200,000 
individuals  participating  in  community  college 
curricula  and  programs. 

A  case  in  point:  Community  College  Min- 
istries is  supported  by  the  Synod  of  the  Mid- 
Atlantic  and  other  denominational  judicatories 
including  United  Methodist,  Catholic,  Episco- 
pal, Lutheran,  and  Disciples.  Community 
College  Ministries  serves  10  campuses  in 
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southwestern  and  central  Virginia  with  a  total 
enrollment  of  over  62,000. 

The  cumulative  distance  between  these  10 
campuses  is  over  2,000  miles.  Yet  an  extensive 
network  of  church  and  college  professionals 
volunteer  their  time  and  talents  to  sponsor  a 
number  of  programs.  For  example,  in  1986 
Community  College  Ministries  sponsored  a 
$12,000  supplemental  food  fund  for  low-income 
community  college  students  in  the  Appalachian 
counties  of  Virginia.  Community  College 
Ministries  sponsors  a  comprehensive  ministry 
among  minorities  on  six  campuses.  Churches 
and  colleges  alike  have  contributed  over 
$120,000  to  finance  part-time  staff  and  numer- 
ous programs  which  support  the  educational 
endeavors  of  black  students.  Alliance  for 
Excellence  is  a  partnership  of  community 
colleges  and  predominantly  black  congregations 
which  promotes  the  advancement  of  minorities 
in  higher  education. 

And  in  the  past  three  years,  Community 
College  Ministries  has  sent  50  students  and 
faculty  overseas  to  the  Dominican  Republic, 
Costa  Rica,  and  Nicaragua.  Students  have 
participated  in  the  construction  of  community 
centers  and  houses  for  homeless  refugees, 
assessment  of  a  children's  health-care  program, 
and  education  about  international  develoment 
and  hunger  and  poverty. 

Teresa  Martin  is  a  student  at  Virginia  Western 
Community  College  in  Roanoke,  Virginia.  She 
is  24  years  old,  single,  and  the  mother  of  two 
young  children.  She  works  on  campus  when  she 
isn't  in  class.  Pell  grants  help  support  her 
education.  With  a  scholarship  from  the  Hunger 
Task  Force  of  the  Presbytery  of  the  Peaks, 
Teresa  participated  in  Project  Dominican 
Republic  in  1988.  Afterward,  she  wrote: 

"Thank  you  for  my  experience  in  the 
Dominican  Republic  last  summer.  What  I 
learned  could  not  have  taken  place  in  a 
classroom,  by  watching  the  nightly  news,  or 
reading  newspapers.  This  program  educates 
students  on  developing  countries  in  so  many 
ways:  their  economies,  politics,  and  way  of  life. 
But  more  so,  this  program  has  changed  my  life 
and  the  way  I  look  at  the  world." 

Community  colleges  make  new  educational 
and  vocational  opportunities  available.  The 
synod's  ministries  with  community  colleges 
create  opportunities  for  rewarding  and  enriching 
witness  to  Christian  service.  The  bottom  line: 
our  ministry  among  community  colleges  makes 
a  difference  in  people's  lives. 

The  Rev.  Stephen  Darr  is  coordinator  of 
Community  College  Ministries  in  southwestern 
and  central  Virginia. 

"On  Campus"  is  a  periodic  feature  on  the 
synod's  campus  ministries,  written  by  the 
campus  ministers.  


You  Haven't 
Changed 
In  Years! 

Are  they  saying  this 
about  you? 
To  find  out  more  about 
how  you  can  make 
learning,  growing  and 
changing  a  lifelong  ex- 
perience, contact  us. 

Please  send  me  more  informa- 
tion about  Montreat's  programs 
and  facilities. 


Name 


Address 


City 


State 


Zip 


Mail  to: 

Montreat  Conference  Center 
Post  Office  Box  969 
Montreat,  NC  28757 
704-669-291 1 


Elders  can  train  by  video 


A  training  video  will  enable 
new  elders  to  study  on  their  own 
at  home.  The  Synod  of  Lakes 
and  Prairies  produced  "So, 
You've  Been  Elected  an  El- 
der...."; five  synods  and  the 
General  Assembly's  Education 
and  Congregational  Nurture 
Unit  co-sponsored  the  project. 

The  other  synods  are  Lincoln 


Trails,  Lakes  and  Prairies,  Mid- 
America,  Trinity,  and  Rocky 
Mountains. 

Presbyterian  Publishing 
House  in  Louisville  is  distribut- 
ing the  video  as  a  church  officer 
training  resource  (Item 
#530030).  It  is  available  for 
$34.95,  including  a  companion 
workbook  and  pastor's  guide. 


'Who  Are  Presbyterians?'  film 
offered  for  new  member  classes 


A  video  on  "Who  Are  the 
Presbyterians?"  discusses  what  it 
means  to  be  a  Presbyterian,  with 
"a  look  at  [the  church's]  history 
and  a  vision  of  its  future."  The 
26-minute  video  is  available 
from  RBC  Media  Production, 
which  recommends  it  for  classes 
for  new  members. 

"While  not  an  exhaustive 
treatment  of  the  subject,  it  is  an 
accurate,  fair,  and  incisive  intro- 


duction to  Presbyterian  history 
and  doctrine  and  will  serve  well 
as  a  discussion  starter,"  said  the 
Rev.  George  Walker,  pastor  of 
Immanuel  Presbyterian  Church 
in  Tacoma,  Wash. 

It  is  available  for  sale  for 
$29.95  Or  rental  for  $16.95  from 
RBC  Media  Production,  500 
Wall  Street,  Suite  415,  Seattle, 
Wash.  98121  (telephone  206- 
441-6110). 


JCSU  calls  chaplain, 
hosts  journalism  meeting 
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The  Rev.  Ralph  Lowe  Jr.  is 
the  new  chaplain  at  Johnson  C. 
Smith  University,  a  Presbyterian 
institution  the  synod  supports  in 
Charlotte,  N.C.  A  native  of 
Cleveland,  Ohio,  Lowe  graduat- 
ed from  Johnson  C.  Smith  in 
1986  and  from  the  Johnson  C. 
Smith  Seminary  at  the  Intern- 
denominational  Theological 
Center  last  May. 

Love  will  also  coordinate  the 
university's  new  Transfer  Artic- 
ulation Project.  The  United 
Negro  College  Fund  is  under- 
writing the  project,  which  aims 
to  increase  the  number  of  black 
males  transferring  from  commu- 
nity colleges  to  historically  black 
colleges  and  universities. 

Lowe  is  married  and  has  five 
children. 

In  other  news  of  Johnson  C. 
Smith,  the  university  hosted  a 
program  on  "Minorities  in  Jour- 
nalism" on  Oct.  28.  Sponsors 
included  the  Charlotte  Area 
Association  of  Black  Journal- 
ism, the  Black  Media  Associa- 
tion, the  Columbia  Coalition  of 
Media  Artists,  and  Johnson  C. 


Smith's  communication  arts 
department.  The  program  was 
open  to  the  institution's  students 
and  those  from  neighboring  high 
schools  and  colleges. 

Moderator  of  the  program 
was  Ken  Campbell,  assistant 
professor  of  journalism  at  the 
University  of  South  Carolina. 
One  feature  was  a  videotape 
entitled  "Minorities  in  Journal- 
ism: Making  a  Difference."  The 
National  Association  of  Black 
Journalists  had  the  tape  made. 

Panelists  included  Harry 
Amana,  associate  professor  of 
journalism  at  the  University  of 
North  Carolina  at  Chapel  Hill; 
Doug  Clifton,  managing  editor 
of  The  Charlotte  Observer;; 
Gerald  Johnson,  publisher  of 
The  Charlotte  Post;  Ruth  Allen 
Ollison,  assistant  news  director 
of  WTTG-TV  in  Washington, 
D.C.;  Les  Payne,  a  columnist 
with  Newsday;  and  Michael 
Williams,  assistant  professor  of 
Afro-American  and  African 
studies  at  the  University  of 
North  Carolina  at  Charlotte. 


Appalachian  group  elects 
Yeuell,  PCUSA  chair 


A  Presbyterian  was  elected 
chair  of  the  board  of  the  Coali- 
tion for  Appalachian  Ministry 
(CAM)  when  it  met  in  late 
September.  In  addition,  the  Rev. 
Davis  Yeuell  was  elected  treasur- 
er and  chair  of  the  finance 
committee;  he  was  the  last 
executive  of  the  old  Synod  of  the 
Virginias  and  directed  the  Synod 
of  the  Mid-Atlantic's  Roanoke 
office  in  1988. 

CAM  comprises  four  Re- 
formed denominations:  the 
Presbyterian  Church  (U.S.A.), 
the  Cumberland  Presbyterian 
Church,  the  Reformed  Church 
in  America,  and  the  Christian 
Reformed  Church.  The  organi- 
zation coordinates  mission  on 
their  behalf  throughout  the 
Appalachian  region  from  New 
York  to  Alabama. 

The  new  chair  is  the  Rev. 
Kathryn  Puckett,  pastor  and 
director  of  the  Vinton  Area 
Ministry  in  Ohio,  a  member  of 
the  Synod  of  the  Covenant. 

In  other  business  at  the  meet- 
ing, the  CAM  board  endorsed 
a  statement  by  religious  leaders 
supporting  striking  coal  miners 


in  southwest  Virginia  against  the 
Pittston  Company.  A  number  of 
Presbyterian  leaders  have  al- 
ready signed  the  document.  (See 
related  story,  page  4.) 

The  board  also  approved  27 
Appalachian  projects  funded  by 
the  Presbyterian  Hunger  Pro- 
gram through  CAM,  pending 
response  from  the  governing 
bodies  where  they  are.  The  total 
funding  is  $175,000.  Board 
members  met  with  representa- 
tives of  three  such  projects,  who 
described  their  services.  They 
were  the  Southern  Appalachian 
Labor  School,  the  Country 
Quilters  of  West  Virginia,  and 
the  West  Virginia  League  on 
Human  Needs. 

In  addition,  the  board 
planned  spring  educational  and 
issues  meetings  for  the  next  six 
years.  Topics  are  the  Appala- 
chian family  in  transition:  min- 
istering with  the  aging,  1990; 
regional  cooperation,  1991;  ed- 
ucation for  today  and  tomor- 
row, 1992;  health  and  wholism, 
1993;  changing  roles  in  family 
relationships,  1994;  and  single 
parents,  latch-key  kids,  1995. 


Christmas  gifts  to  go  to  inmates 


OMAHA,  Neb.— The  Christ- 
mas stocking  project  of  Presby- 
terian Metropolitan  Ministries 
of  Omaha  will  provide  gifts  to 
prison  inmates  during  the  holi- 
days. PMMO,  an  agency  of 
Missouri  River  Valley  Presby- 
tery, gives  presents  to  600  pri- 
soners at  the  Omaha  Correction- 
al Center,  Nebraska  Work  Re- 
lease, and  Clarinda  Correctional 
Center. 

Each  stocking  contains  per- 


sonal care  items,  stationery, 
candy,  and  a  Christmas  greeting 
and  message.  Project  organizers 
said,  "The  purpose  of  the  gift  is 
to  remind  the  more  than  600 
inmates  that  they  are  loved  as 
children  of  God  and  not  forgot- 
ten as  we  celebrate  God's  great 
gift  to  us." 

The  agency  recruits  volunteers 
from  churches  to  help  purchase 
the  contents  and  assemble  the 
stockings. 


The  Lees-McRae  Highlanders  took  first  place  in  the  novelty  music  division  at  the  North 
Carolina  State  Fair  in  Raleigh  this  fall. 

Lees-McRae  enrolls  top  figure 


Lees-McRae  College's  fall 
enrollment  is  the  largest  in  the 
school's  89-year  history,  the 
third  consecutive  year  the  enroll- 
ment set  a  record.  The  college 
is  a  Presbyterian  institution  the 
synod  supports,  in  Banner  Elk, 
N.C.  The  enrollment  figure  was 
831. 

The  college  is  changing  from 
a  junior  college  to  a  four-year 
school;  this  year's  students  in- 
clude 38  seniors,  the  first  stu- 
dents to  receive  baccalaureate 
degrees  from  Lees-McRae. 

Enrollment  has  grown  17 
percent  at  the  school  during  the 
past  three  years.  The  college 
noted  that  during  the  four-year 
tenure  of  President  Bradford 
Crain,  the  college's  endowment 
has  grown  30  percent,  the  phys- 
ical plant's  value  54  percent,  and 
employee  salaries  30  percent.  In 
addition,  the  percentage  of 
faculty  holding  doctorates  has 
grown  from  27  to  47  percent. 


The  college  has  also  begun  an 
ambitious  $12.5  million  capital 
campaign  and  the  transition  to 
four-year  status.  As  part  of  the 
capital  campaign,  the  school 
raised  $2  million  for  and  built 
a  new  student  center.  It  has  also 
renovated  a  number  of  campus 
buildings. 

Crain  has  emphasized  contin- 
uing a  tradition  of  service  to  sur- 
rounding communities  in  the 
Appalachian  area  of  North  Ca- 
rolina. Presbyterians  founded 
the  school  as  part  of  a  mission 
complex  that  also  included  a 
hospital. 

In  a  recent  speech  to  the 
college's  board  of  associates, 
Crajn  said,  "If  we  had  to  put  in 
a  nutshell  what  education  is  es- 
sentially about,  it  would  be 
finding  and  creating  'a  vision  for 
radiant  living.'  English  and 
mathematical  skills  are  tools  we 
use  in  the  world  at  large,  but  I 
think  what  private  higher  edu- 


cation does  better  than  any  other 
institution,  besides  the  church 
and  the  family,  is  that  it  gives 
further  impetus  for  'a  vision  for 
radiant  living.' " 

The  components  of  such  a  vi- 
sion, he  said,  include  three  essen- 
tials. "First,  the  desire  to  learn, 
to  grow,  to  gain  knowledge.  Sec- 
ond, is  the  commitment  to  serve. 
Learning  without  service  is  shal- 
low at  best,  and  service  without 
knowledge  can  be  dangerous,  so 
the  two  must  go  together." 

The  final  component,  Crain 
said,  "is  the  imperative  to  cherish 
the  earth  and  cherish  each  other. 
As  a  church-related  college,  we 
are  qualitatively  different  from 
our  great  state  and  public  insti- 
tutions. We  can  do  things  here 
at  Lees-McRae  that  cannot  be 
done  in  the  public  sector  of 
higher  education. 

"We  can  and  must  teach 
young  people  the  imperative  of 
love." 


Thelma  Adair  to  speak  at 
racial,  ethnic  convocation 


Thelma  Adair  will  be  keynote 
speaker  at  the  1990  convocation 
for  Presbyterians  from  racical 
and  ethnic  minorities,  entitled 
"Racial  Justice  and  Reconcilia- 
tion Now:  A  Dream  No  Longer 
Deferered,"  set  for  May  3-6  in 
Houston. 

Adair,  a  member  of  the  Gen- 
eral Assembly  Council,  was 
moderator  of  the  General  Ass- 
embly of  the  United  Presbyte- 
rian Church  in  1976.  She  is  a 
graduate  of  Barber-Scotia  Col- 
lege, an  institution  of  the  Synod 
of  the  Mid-Atlantic. 

Other  key  leaders  for  the  event 
are  the  Rev.  T.  Andrew  Kim, 
pastor  of  Korean  Presbyterian 
Church  of  Metro  Detroit,  Bible 
study  leader;  Jorge  Lara-Braud, 
profesor  of  theology  at  San 
Francisco  Theological  Semina- 


ry, preacher  at  closing  commu- 
nion service;  and  the  Rev.  Holly 
Haile-Smith,  chair  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Women  of  Color,  and 
Marjorie  Wheelock,  chair-elect 
of  the  Native  American  Consult- 
ing Committee,  liturgists. 

The  convocation  is  expected 
to  attract  more  than  700  people 
from  the  five  racial  and  ethnic 
caucuses:  National  Asian  Pres- 
byterian Council,  National 
Black  Presbyterian  Caucus, 
Native  American  Consulting 
Committee,  Concilio/La  Raza 
National  Presbyterian  Caucus, 
and  the  Committee  of  Women 
of  Color. 

The  purpose  of  the  event  is  to 
help  caucus  members  build 
community,  worship  together, 
and  learn  from  each  other,  said 
Angela  Abrego,  coordinator  for 


racial  justice  leadership  develop- 
ment and  staff  member  for  the 
event. 

Thirty-one  workshops  are 
planned  including  immigration 
and  Christian  witness,  new 
church  development  models, 
crisis  in  families,  impact  of 
AIDS  on  communities,  and  the 
growing  incidents  of  racism  on 
college  campuses. 

Abrego  said  that  an  important 
element  of  the  convocation  is 
that  all  leaders  for  the  event  are 
from  racial  and  ethnic  minori- 
ties: 13  blacks,  11  Asians,  11 
Hispanics,  and  four  Native 
Americans. 

For  more  information,  con- 
tact Abrego  at  Presbyterian 
Center,  100  Witherspoon,  Room 
2014,  Louisville,  Ky.  40202, 
telephone  (502)  569-5701. 


Entrepreneur  endows  scholarship  fund       GAC  consults  with  minorities 


A  retired  entrepreneur  has 
established  an  annuity  at  Mont- 
reat-Anderson  College  to  endow 
a  scholarship  fund.  Earl  Jones 
of  Raleigh,  N.C,  established  the 
Earl  T.  Jones  Scholarship  Fund, 
which  will  provide  money  to 
students  based  on  need,  plus  a 
demonstrated  seriousness  about 
receiving  an  education  and  at 
least  a  3.0  grade-point  average. 


Recipients  will  be  students  in 
their  second  year  or  beyond;  the 
scholarship  is  renewable  through 
the  senior  year  if  the  student 
maintains  the  3.0  average. 

Montreat-Anderston  is  a 
Presbyterian  college  in  Mont- 
reat,  N.C.  It  is  changing  from 
a  two-year  school  to  one  with 
four-year  programs,  as  well. 

Jones  was  president  of  his 


family's  sausage  company  until 
he  retired  in  1972. 

The  college's  president,  Dr. 
Silas  Vaughn,  said  of  the  new 
scholarship  fund,  "When  you 
provide  opportunities  for  young 
people  to  receive  a  quality 
education  with  a  Christian  per- 
spective, then  you  are  providing 
quality  leadership  for  America's 
work  place." 


LOUISVILLE,  Ky.— The 
role  of  the  Structural  Design  for 
Mission  in  the  church's  respon- 
siblity  for  racial  justice  and  in- 
clusiveness  was  the  subject  of  a 
consultation  held  here  Oct.  22-23. 

Participants  in  the  "General 
Assembly  Council/ Racial  Eth- 
nic Consultation"  included 
members  of  the  racial  and  ethnic 
caucuses,  ministry  units,  related 


bodies,  and  the  council.  The 
event  was  the  result  of  a  "Mem- 
orandum of  Understanding" 
developed  collectively  by  the 
racial  and  ethnic  caucuses. 

The  memorandum  refers  to 
Article  8.3  of  the  Articles  of 
Agreement,  which  states  that  the 
council  "shall  consult  with  and 
receive  input  from  the  racial 
ethnic  caucuses  ol 
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News  from  around  the  Synod 


Elsmere  celebrates 
its  100th  year 


From  the  New  Castle  page 

Elsmere  Church  had  a  fine 
centennial  celebration  on  a 
beautiful  fall  afternoon  on  Sun- 
day, Oct.  15.  The  Rev.  Charles 
Holm  preached  a  sermon  on 
Sabbath  observance  by  the  Rev. 
DeWitt  Talmage,  a  Presbyterian 
minister  from  Brooklyn  a  cen- 
tury ago.  There  was  great  appre- 
ciation for  the  editing  Chuck  did 
to  shorten  the  sermon. 

The  choir,  and  many  mem- 
bers, were  arrayed  in  costumes 
appropriate  to  the  occasion.  A 
youth  choir  sang  temperance 
songs,  which  prompted  the  ob- 


servance from  a  visitor  who 
works  in  drug  and  alcohol  pre- 
vention: "The  Just  Say  No 
campaign  isn't  new  at  all!" 

After  the  service  some  of  the 
older  members  of  the  church 
rode  in  a  horse-drawn  carriage, 
and  the  remaining  members 
followed  in  a  parade  through 
Elsmere  to  the  fire  hall  for  a 
special  lunch  and  celebration. 
In  addition  to  awards  and  spe- 
cial music,  the  featured  speak- 
er was  Tom  Carper,  member  of 
the  House  of  Representatives 
from  Delaware,  and  a  mem- 
ber also  of  the  New  Castle 
Church. 


South  Africa  is  topic 
of  Salem  consultation 


From  the  Salem  page 

The  Peacemaking  Committee 
of  Salem  Presbytery  sponsored 
a  Consultation  on  South  Africa, 
Sunday,  Oct.  29,  at  Church  of 
the  Covenant  in  Greensboro. 

The  purpose  of  this  consulta- 
tion was  to  hear  about  the  cur- 
rent situation  in  South  Africa, 
to  see  how  change  can  be  made 
and,  finally,  to  explore  what  role 
Presbyterians  in  the  United 
States  of  America  can  play  and 
how  the  message  can  be  carried 
back  to  congregations. 

Bonga  Goba,  a  native  of 
South  Africa  and  secretary  for 
African  affairs  for  the  United 
Church  of  Christ,  was  the  key- 
note speaker,  presenting  an 
update  on  the  current  situation 
in  South  Africa.  Kay-Robert 


Volkwijn,  also  a  native  of  South 
Africa  and  serving  on  the  staff 
of  Salem  Presbytery,  led  the 
group  in  discovering  our  oppor- 
tunities for  action. 

The  group  also  viewed  the 
video,  Cry  of  Reason,  available 
to  congregations  through  the 
Presbytery  Resource  Center. 
The  consultation  closed  with  a 
planning  session  on  our  possible 
responses,  led  by  Frank  Dew, 
pastor  of  New  Creation  Com- 
munity Church  and  moderator 
of  the  Peacemaking  Committee 
of  Salem  Presbytery. 

Following  the  meeting  eve- 
ryone was  invited  to  worship 
with  the  congregation  of  New 
Creation  Community  Church 
and  to  share  in  their  Sunday 
night  supper. 


Faith,  public  policy 
link  explored  at  meeting 


From  the  New  Hope  page 

Kermit  D.  Johnson,  retired 
Chief  of  Chaplains,  U.S.  Army, 
and  Charles  A.  Summers,  mini- 
ster of  the  Seigle  Avenue  Church 
in  Charlotte,  led  the  Presbytery 
of  New  Hope  in  exploring  the 
relationship  between  theology 
and  public  policy.  The  presby- 
tery met  at  the  White  Memorial 
Church  in  Raleigh  on  Nov.  18. 

The  focus  of  their  presenta- 
tion was  the  crisis  in  Central 


America.  Summers  is  a  member 
of  the  General  Assembly's  Task 
Force  on  Central  America  and 
has  made  several  trips  into  the 
region.  Johnson  is  the  interim 
associate  in  the  Washington 
Office  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church  (U.S.A.). 

This  effort  to  connect  faith 
and  public  policy  was  sponsored 
by  the  Committee  on  Theology 
and  Culture  of  the  Presbytery  of 
New  Hope,  Nancy  Gladden, 
moderator. 


Feeding  poor  children  is  opportunity 
to  celebrate  Christmas  differently 


From  the  Western  N.C.  page 

Each  year  Christians  bemoan 
the  commercialization  of  Christ- 
mas. Children  seem  caught  up 
in  making  long  lists  of  what  they 
want  and  parents  with  orches- 
trating the  complicated  schedule 
of  places  to  be,  things  to  do,  and 
stuff  to  buy.  How  does  one  really 
say,  "Happy  Birthday,  Jesus," 
amidst  the  rush  and  pressure  of 
the  season? 

The  Bible  explains  that  in 
giving  to  those  in  need,  we  are 
giving  to  him  (Matthew  25:40). 
This  year,  as  part  of  presbytery's 
support  of  a  more  Christ-honor- 
ing celebration,  churches  are 
being  encouraged  to  ask  their 
members  to  invite  a  few  extra 
people,  unseen  guests,  to  their 
Christmas  dinners,  or  even  for 
all  of  Christmas  week. 


The  Alternate  Christmas  Gift 
Program  of  the  Presbytery  of 
Western  North  Carolina  gives 
families  the  chance  to  donate  the 
cost  of  Christmas  dinner  for  one, 
two,  or  more  persons  to  a  pro- 
gram of  the  Evangelical  Presby- 
terian Church  of  Chile  in  which 
hundreds  of  young  children  are 
fed  one  nutritious  meal  daily. 

During  the  season  when  too 
many  parties  and  an  overabun- 
dance of  food,  drink,  and  pres- 
ents wear  many  of  us  out,  this 
gift  program  offers  welcomed 
relief.  Rooted  in  Jesus 's  com- 
mand that,  "when  you  give  a 
banquet,  invite  the  poor... and 
you  will  be  blessed"  (Luke 
14:13),  the  plan  is  incredibly 
simple. 

After  figuring  how  much  it 
costs  per  person  for  Christmas 
dinner,  or  as  many  other  holiday 


eating  events  it  wants  to  include, 
the  family  donates  the  calculated 
amount  through  its  church  to  the 
"Presbytery  Christmas  Gift." 
Church  treasurers  mail  dona- 
tions to  presbytery,  where  they 
will  be  forwarded  to  the  Evan- 
gelical Church  of  Chile  ear- 
marked for  the  kindergarten 
feeding  program.  Each  30  cents 
donated  will  provide  enough 
food  for  one  child  for  one  day. 

Simple  tree  ornaments  will  be 
available  for  those  who  feed  a 
child  at  least  two  meals.  Pastors 
and  congregational  hunger-ac- 
tion persons  have  received  infor- 
mation about  the  program. 
Ginnie  Stevens,  interim  huger 
action  enabler,  can  also  give  you 
more  information.  Call  her  at 
258-8220  (home  office)  or  438- 
4217  (presbytery  office). 


At  Douglas  International  Airport  the  Nguyen  Family  are  reunited:  (From  left  to  right)  Nguyet, 
Kahn,  Mai,  Doc,  Nhung,  and  Huong  in  foreground. 

Charlotte  churches  welcome  refugees 


From  the  Charlotte  page 

Oct.  18  was  a  joyful  day  for 
the  Nguyen  family  after  having 
been  separated  from  each  other 
since  1985.  Doc  Nguyen  has 
been  hoping  for  this  family 
reunification  as  she  has  worked 
at  two  jobs,  sending  money  back 
to  her  family  for  food  and  saving 
money  to  buy  a  home. 


Doc  Nguyen's  two  daughters, 
14-year-old  Mai  and  12-year-old 
Nhung,  were  accompanied  by 
her  sister,  Nguyet,  and  niece, 
Huong,  who  is  five  years  old. 
Their  journey  since  December 
1987  included  the  escape  from 
Vietnam  by  way  of  Cambodia, 
staying  in  refugee  camps  in 
Thailand  and  the  Philippines, 
arriving  in  San  Francisco  a  few 


hours  before  the  earthquake, 
and  finally  arriving  at  Douglas 
International  Airport  on  Oct.  18. 

Members  from  the  Forest  Hill 
and  Good  Shepherd  Churches 
are  assisting  in  the  orientation 
by  taking  the  refugees  to  the 
health  department  and  to  enroll 
in  school.  Nguyet  is  already 
employed  at  the  company  where 
her  sister  works. 


Child-care  center  opens  at  Royster 


From  the  Eastern  Virginia  page 

Royster  Memorial  Church  in 
Norfolk  celebrated  the  opening 
of  the  Mustard  Seed  Child  Care 
Center  in  early  September.  The 
Center,  located  in  the  church 
building,  addresses  a  "crying" 
need  in  Norfolk  by  providing 
day  care  for  infants  as  well  as 
for  children  over  two  years  old. 

The  center  was  over  two  and 
a  half  years  in  the  planning, 
orginating  out  of  a  special 
"Mustard  Seed  Project"  com- 
mittee in  the  church,  headed  by 
elder  Susan  Bak.  This  committee 
creates  and  spins-off  projects 
which  contribute  to  the  overall 
Christian  outreach  of  the  church 
to  families  and  children  in  the 
community.  To  meet  strict 
building  codes  and  licensing 
requirements  by  the  State  of 
Virginia  for  infant  care,  the 
church  renovated  an  older  wing 
of  the  building. 


The  new  Child  Care  Board  of 
Directors  is  headed  by  Frances 
Beckner,  a  church  member  who 
was  instrumental  in  its  concep- 
tion, planning,  and  establish- 
ment. Under  Beckner's  leader- 
ship, the  goal  has  been  to  estab- 
lish a  quality  child-care  pro- 
gram, and  to  become  involved 
in  raising  the  general  standard 
of  care  in  such  centers  through- 
out the  community. 

The  board  of  directors,  elected 
by  the  local  session,  includes 
persons  from  the  church  and 
from  the  local  community  with 
various  areas  of  expertise,  in- 
cluding medical,  legal,  financial, 
service,  eduation,  and  child  ad- 
vocacy. Program  Director  Lisa 
Donahue  Marsh  holds  a  degree 
in  child-care  administration 
from  VPI  and  SU,  Blacksburg, 
Va.  The  Rev.  O.  Morton  Harris, 
on  the  church  staff,  worked  with 
the  committee  and  the  board 
during  the  planning  process. 


The  new  child  care  center  can 
receive  up  to  50  children,  includ- 
ing 10  spaces  for  infants  and  10 
for  toddlers  under  the  age  of 
two.  Day  care  for  these  ages 
seems  to  be  the  most  pressing 
need.  The  Mustard  Seed  Child 
Care  Center  becomes  only  the 
fifth  center  in  the  city  of  Norfolk 
capable  of  admitting  children 
under  two. 

Funds  for  starting  the  center 
came  from  two  sources.  A  gift 
from  a  family  in  the  church 
provided  the  start-up  cost  of 
actual  operation  (equipment, 
initial  staff  salaries,  etc.),  and  the 
renovation  of  the  church  wing 
was  funded  by  a  three-pronged 
"Enrichment  Fund"  program 
which  raised  $20,000  for  the 
Presbyterian  S.O.S.  project 
"Health  Care  for  All,  Kinshasa," 
$60,000  for  expanding  the 
church's  ministry  of  music,  and 
$80,000  toward  the  cost  of 
renovation. 
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BSHC  and  staff  dedicated  to 
helping  improve  child  care 


A  part  of  Barium  Springs 
Home  for  Children's  Statement 
of  Purpose  is  for  agency  and 
staff  to  be  involved  with  train- 
ing, outside  agencies,  and  pro- 
fessional organizations  to  the 
benefit  of  the  child-care  field,  the 
Home  and  staff,  and  the  children 
and  their  families. 

Agency  membership  and  staff 
involvement  in  organizations 
such  as  the  National  Assocaition 
of  Homes  for  Children  (NAHC), 
the  North  Carolina  Child  Care 
Association  (NCCCA),  the 
North  Carolina  Day  Care  Asso- 
ciation (NCDCA),  or  the  Iredell 
County  Day  Care  Association 
(ICDCA)  allow  learning  and 
sharing  with  other  child-care 
agencies  on  a  national,  state,  and 
local  level. 

NAHC 

The  NAHC  was  formed  in 
April  of  1975  in  order  to  give 
residential  child-care  agencies  a 
national  organization  through 
which  to  influence  public  policy 
in  the  best  interests  of  the  care 
and  development  of  children. 

Barium  Springs  Home  for 
Children  is  a  member  agency  of 
the  NAHC  and  recently  had  two 
employees  elected  to  NAHC 
committees. 

Barium  Springs  Executive 
Director  Earle  Frazier  is  the 
southern  regional  representative 
to  NAHC's  membership  com- 
mittee. The  purpose  of  this 
committee  is  to  solicit  and 
cultivate  new  members  for  the 
association  through  its  eight 
representatives  from  different 
regions  of  the  country. 

Barium's  Campus  Adminis- 
trator Rochelle  Haimes  is  a 
member  of  the  NAHC's  Stand- 
ards and  Ethics  Committee.  The 
purpose  of  this  committee  is  to 
serve  as  a  liaison  to  the  accred- 
itation process,  to  monitor  the 
standards  for  accreditation,  and 
to  mediate  any  concerns  and 
conflicts  between  member  agen- 
cies and  the  Council  On  Accred- 
itation (COA)  or  the  Board  of 
the  NAHC. 


Slide  Show 
Available 

The  12-minute  Barium 
Springs  Home  for  Children 
slide-show  is  available  to 
church  groups,  or  other 
interested  groups,  on  re- 
quest. 

A  member  of  the  staff  will 
gladly  come  to  your  church 
or  organization  to  discuss 
the  Home's  activities  and 
answer  any  questions. 

Call  Reade  Baker,  direc- 
tor of  development,  at  704/ 
872-4157  to  schedule  a  pre- 
sentation at  your  Sunday 
night  suppers,  meetings  of 
the  Women  of  the  Church 
and  Men's  Bible  Classes, 
Sunday  School  classes,  etc. 
You  need  to  see  this  ministry 
in  action  to  fully  understand 
its  service  to  families  and 
children  in  need. 


NCCCA 

The  North  Carolina  Child 
Care  Association  (NCCCA) 
unites  its  26  voluntary  not-for- 
profit  child-care  agencies  in  their 
efforts  to  improve  services  and 
care  for  children,  to  improve  the 
skills  of  child-care  professionals, 
to  speak  collectively  regarding 
child  welfare  issues,  and  to 
develop  material  and  human 
resources  necessary  to  provide 
quality  services. 

Barium  Springs  Home  for 
Children  is  a  charter  member 
agency  of  the  NCCA  and  recent- 
ly had  six  employees  appointed 
to  various  NCCCA  committees. 

Campus  Administrator  Ro- 
celle  Haimes  was  appointed  to 
a  two-year  term  on  the  Awards 
Committee.  The  purpose  of  this 
committeee  is  to  implement 
plans  for  annually  recognizing 
outstanding  individuals  in  the 
member  agencies. 

Assistant  Director  Bruce 
Steadman,  of  the  Adolescent 
Center,  was  appointed  to  a  two- 
year  term  on  the  DHR  (Depart- 
ment of  Human  Resources) 
Liaison  Committee.  The  pur- 
pose of  this  committee  is  to  keep 
abreast  of  and  inform  member 
agencies  about  changes  in  gov- 
ernmental funding,  minimum 
standards,  licensing  procedures, 
and  other  matters  affecting 
child-care  agencies  through  con- 
tacts in  the  N.C.  DHR  and  other 
governmental  agencies  affecting 
child-care  services. 

Abe  Wilkinson,  director  of  the 
Adolescent  Center,  has  been 
appointed  chair  of  the  Educa- 
tion Liaison  Committee,  which 
is  responsible  for  keeping  abreat 
of  and  informing  member  agen- 
cies about  legislation,  regula- 
tions, and  funding  issues  which 
might  affect  the  educational 
programs  of  member  agencies. 

Executive  Director  Earle 
Frazier  is  chair  of  the  Nominat- 
ing Committee.  This  committee 
selects  nominees  for  annually 
appointed  offices. 

Greg  Samuels,  cottage  coor- 
dinator for  Cannon  Cottage  in 
the  Pre- Ad  descent  Center,  was 


appointed  to  a  two-year  term  on 
the  Program  Committee.  The 
NCCCA  sponsors  an  annual 
training  conference  in  May  at 
Camp  Caraway  in  Asheboro, 
N.C.  The  purpose  of  this  com- 
mittee is  to  recommend  work- 
shops, agenda,  budget,  and  per- 
sonnel, and  to  implement  those 
plans  once  they  are  approved  by 
the  NCCCA  Executive  Commit- 
tee. 

Miriam  Johnson,  director  of 
the  Pre-Adolescent  Center,  was 
appointed  to  a  two-year  term  on 
the  Research  Committee.  The 
purpose  of  this  committee  is  to 
identify  and  inform  member 
agencies  about  practice-oriented 
research,  research  projects,  or 
gaps  in  research  in  relation  to 
the  child-care  field. 

NCDCA 

The  North  Carolina  Day  Care 
Association  (NCDCA)  was 
created  to  unite  day-care  centers 
across  the  state  in  an  effort  to 
influence  the  legislature,  in- 
crease staff  knowledge  of  child 
development,  and  improve  the 
quality  of  day  care  that  children 
and  families  receive. 

Fran  Oliver,  director  of  the 
Family  and  Child  Development 
Center,  is  a  member  of  the 
NCDCA  and  was  recently  ap- 
pointed as  its  treasurer.  Oliver 
is  also  vice-president  of  the  Ire- 
dell County  Day  Care  Associa- 
tion (ICDCA)  and  will  be  serv- 
ing as  president  next  year.  Kim 
Mitcham,  secretary  at  the  FCDC, 
is  serving  her  second  term  as 
treasurer  for  the  ICDCA. 

All  of  these  organizations  of- 
fer valuable  training  and  infor- 
mation to  their  members  which 
will  sharpen  agency  purpose  and 
improve  staff  performance, 
which  in  turn  will  provide  better 
services  to  the  children  and 
families  of  North  Carolina. 

Barium  Springs  is  proud  that 
many  of  our  employees  are 
providing  leadership  to  a  variety 
of  local,  state,  and  national 
organizations  for  the  good  of 
children  and  families. 


OCTOBERFEST 

A  talent  show  was  just  one  of  the  events  of  the  annual 
Octoberfest  at  the  Pre-Adolescent  Center.  About  100  past 
and  present  residents,  families,  and  staff  returned  to  share 
in  the  show,  games,  a  wonderful  lunch,  and  fellowship.  This 
year's  turnout  for  the  event  was  the  largest  the  Center  has 
had  since  its  opening  in  1982. 


...Or 
So  It 
Seems 


I  heard  a  story  the  other  day 
about  parents  who  were  sitting 
and  talking  when  they  heard 
their  son  crying.  They  rushed  out 
to  find  the  small  boy  in  the 
hallway  crying  uncontrollably. 
After  comforting  him,  they 
asked  what  was  wrong.  He  said, 
"I  had  a  terrible  dream  and  came 
to  find  you.  I  looked  in  Daddy's 
bed  and  he  wasn't  there.  Then 
I  looked  in  Mama's  bed  and  she 
wasn't  there.  Then  I  looked  in 
my  bed  and  I  wasn't  there 
either." 


Earle  Frazier,  ACSW 
Executive  Director 

The  audience  laughed.  But, 
somehow,  I  didn't  find  the  story 
all  that  funny.  1  guess  I've  seen 
too  many  children  who  couldn't 
make  meaningful  contact  with 
parents  and  then  couldn't  "find 
themselves."  Small  wonder  that, 
when  you  get  past  the  bluster 
and  the  "I  don't  care"  attitude, 
you  find  that  they  are  crying 
uncontrollably  on  the  inside. 


Teacher  wins  grant  for  school 


Joyce  Shephard,  teacher  for 
Goodman  Cottage  at  the  Ado- 
lescent Center  School,  was  one 
of  four  Iredell  County  teachers 
to  win  a  $400  grant  from  the 
First  American  Savings  Bank 
for  use  in  a  special  teaching 
project  this  year. 

There  were  about  94  appli- 
cants for  the  grants,  which  were 
being  offered  for  the  first  time, 
according  to  John  Douglas, 
vice-president  of  First  Ameri- 
can, headquartered  in  Greens- 
boro, N.C. 

Teachers  were  challenged  in  a 
local  newspaper  article  to  submit 
an  idea  for  a  field  trip  or  project 
that  they  would  like  to  do  for 
their  children,  but  didn't  have 
the  money  available  to  cover 
expenses.  It  was  very  difficult  for 
the  panel  of  local  citizens  who 
were  asked  to  judge  the  projects 
to  make  a  decision  because  there 
were  so  many  good  ideas. 

Joyce  teaches  English,  biolo- 
gy, and  physical  education  at  the 
Adolescent  Center  School,  and 
plans  to  use  the  grant  to  create 
a  science  lab  there. 

She  explained  in  her  letter 
requesting  the  grant  that  the 
school  recently  received  its  first 
up-to-date  biology  books,  but 
lacks  a  lab  and  basic  equipment. 
New  books  are  very  expensive 
and  the  school  can  really  only 
afford  to  update  texts  for  one 


Joyce  Shepard  teaches  a 
biology  class. 

subject  at  a  time  during  each 
fiscal  year.  Joyce  felt  that  since 
students  now  have  updated 
material  to  learn  from,  they  also 
needed  the  proper  equipment  to 
test  out  what  they've  learned. 

Orders  have  already  been 
placed  for  test  tubes  and  racks, 
prepared  slides,  measuring 
equipment,  and  a  new  micro- 
scope for  the  lab.  Joyce  and 
Deborah  Ramseur,  also  a  biol- 
ogy teacher  for  the  Adolescent 
Center,  will  be  able  to  use  the 
new  lab  equipment  to  help  their 
students  learn  more  about  biol- 
ogy through  experiments  and 
demonstrations. 

The  lab  will  be  a  wonderful 
learning  place  for  the  children 
of  the  Adolescent  Center  School 
for  years  to  come,  thanks  to 
Joyce's  initiative  and  effort. 


In  Memory  —  In  Honor 

Barium  Springs  Home  for  Children 


Donor  

Address 


IN  MEMORY  —  IN  HONOR 

My  gift  of  S  is  enclosed. 

I  wish  to  Z  Honor  Remember 

Name  of 

Honoree  or  Deceased   


Address  

On  the  occasion  of   

Date  of  death  if  applicable 

S'irvivor  to  notify  

Address  


Relationship  of  survivor  to  honoree 


PO.  Box  1,  Barium  Springs,  NT  28010 
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What  does  the  future  hold  for  Christian  Education? 


Colleagues  and  friends  of  Sara  Little  crowd  around  to  greet  her  affectionately  at  a  reception 
following  the  special  convocation  given  October  10  in  her  honor.  "Though  former  students 
and  peers  will  miss  her  strength,  gentleness,  and  wisdom,  a  new  generation  can  look  forward 
to  learning  from  this  esteemed  Christian  educator,"  said  a  seminary  official. 

Key  Friends: 
symbols  of 
seminary/ church 
partnership 

For  45  years,  churches  in  the 
Synod  of  the  Mid-Atlantic  have 
appointed  men  and  women  to 
serve  as  representatives  of  Union 
Seminary  in  their  congregations. 
Union  Seminary  call  them  "Key 
Friends,"  and  they  are  a  most 
important  link  between  the 
seminary  and  the  church  it 
serves.  They  are  symbols  of  the 
joint  effort  of  seminary  and 
congregations  to  provide  top- 
notch  ministers  for  the  church. 

In  the  spring  of  1990,  Union 
Seminary  will  honor  21  Key 
Friends  for  their  outstanding 
commitment  to  the  seminary 
and  to  theological  education.  All 
were  members  of  Union's  Key 
Friends  program  when  it  began 
back  in  the  1940's. 

Since  that  time,  scores  of  Key 
Friends  have  worked  with  their 
congregations  to  encourage  sup- 
port for  the  seminary.  They  help 
sessions  identify  and  encourage 
prospective  candidates  for  min- 
istry. They  encourage  financial 
support  for  seminarians  and  for 
the  institution  that  nurtures 
them.  And  they  encourage  their 
pastors  to  return  to  seminary  to 
continue  a  commitment  to  a 
lifelong  education. 

Friends'  Day  will  be  held 
April  27,  1990,  as  part  of  the 
annual  Key  Friends  meeting. 
Participants  will  meet  with 
members  of  UTS  faculty, 
staff,and  student  body  to  discuss 
their  roles  in  the  congregation, 
to  investigate  various  opportun- 
ities for  deferred  giving,  and  to 
tour  the  seminary's  facilities. 

For  further  information  about 
the  program  or  meeting,  contact 
Mrs.  Elaine  Grammer,  3401 
Brook  Road,  Richmond,  Va. 

23227.  or  call  (804)  355-0671. 


Sara  Little,  doing  what  she  does  best — teaching  and  sharing 
the  faith. 

Group  of  media  experts 
starts  at  Union  Seminary 


A  meeting  at  Union  Theolog- 
ical Seminary  on  Oct.  5  and  6 
marked  the  first  gathering  of  an 
ecumenical  group  of  library 
personnel  whose  interest  and 
expertise  is  in  the  field  of  theo- 
logical electronic  media.  Partic- 
ipants came  together  from  theo- 
logical schools  as  far  north  as 
Boston  and  as  far  south  as 
Atlanta  to  launch  the  formation 
of  a  support  network  in  the 
growing  field  of  theological 
electronic  media. 

Group  members  held  wide- 
ranging  discussions  on  diverse 
issues,  such  as  the  need  for 
standardized  cataloging  and  the 
implications  of  the  Seoul  Man- 
ifesto, a  statement  on  commu- 
nication in  theological  education 
recently  proposed  by  the  World 
Association  of  Christian  Com- 


municators. They  viewed  video- 
taped tours  of  other  theological 
institutions.  Most  importantly, 
they  laid  the  groundwork  for  a 
support  network  to  exchange 
information  about  the  explosion 
of  media  technology  and  the 
ways  in  which  they  can  share  and 
access  each  other's  archive. 

A  second  meeting  at  Union 
Seminary  is  planned  for  1990, 
with  "Enhancing  the  Theologi- 
cal Classroom"  as  the  primary 
theme.  In  the  meantime,  partic- 
ipants will  compile  a  national 
mailing  list. 

Interested  media  persons  from 
theological  schools  should  con- 
tact Jeff  Keezel,  Union  Theolog- 
ical Seminary  in  Virginia,  3401 
Brook  Road,  Richmond,  Va. 
23227  or  telephone  (804)  355- 
0671. 


Educator's  retirement 
gives  forum  for  reflection 


There  was  standing  room  only 
in  Watts  chapel  on  Oct.  10  as 
faculty,  students,  and  colleagues 
gathered  to  hear  Craig  Dykstra, 
Lilly  Endowment's  new  vice- 
president  for  religion,  pay  trib- 
ute to  Dr.  Sara  Little  for  her  long 
and  dedicated  career  as  a  Chris- 
tian educator.  Little  retired  in 
May  after  20  years  as  a  member 
of  the  faculty  of  both  Union 
Theological  Seminary  in  Virgin- 
ia and  the  Presbyterian  School 
of  Christian  Education.  Com- 
bined Union  and  PSCE  faculty 
donned  academic  robes  and  led 
a  vigorous  rendition  of  "Joyful, 
Joyful,  We  Adore  Thee"  to  usher 
in  the  special  convocation  ho- 
noring Little  and  her  work. 

"Sara  has  given  rise  to  a  whole 
company  of  teachers,"  said 
Dykstra.  "She  has  called  thou- 
sands of  women  and  men  to  the 
teaching  ministry,  opening  new 
levels  of  depth,  meaning,  and 
significance  to  Christian  teach- 
ing. She  not  only  teaches,  she 
teaches  people  to  teach." 

Dykstra  went  on  to  describe 
the  company  of  teachers  that 
Little  has  intentionally  gathered 
and  sustained  through  the  years. 
Citing  Matthew  18:2,  he  des- 
cribed the  qualities  of  a  compa- 
ny: a  gathering  of  two  or  more 
persons,  the  presence  of  the 
truth,  and  a  need  to  understand 
and  witness  to  that  truth. 

"A  person  becomes  a  person, 
knows  God,  and  takes  his  or  her 
place  in  the  world  in  communi- 
ty," said  Dykstra.  "Even  though 
a  group  risks  being  superficial, 
conformist,  or  having  its  own 
'group  mindset,'  a  group  can 
produce  something  richer  than 
any  individual  can  produce 
because  of  the  mutual  stimula- 
tion of  individual  minds  in  a 
sustaining  rapport."  Sara  Little, 
he  contended,  set  out  the  pa- 
rameters which  distinguish  a 
group  that  is  giving  birth  to  new 
life  from  one  that  is  killing  it. 
He  cited  Little  for  experimenting 
with  numerous  teaching  models 


and  for  the  company  she  con- 
tinues to  keep  with  the  national 
band  of  teachers  she  has  nur-  ■ 
tured  and  sustained. 

What  does  the  future  hold  for 
Christian  education?  "The  'com- 
pany of  teachers'  is  an  endan- 
gered species,"  said  Dykstra. 
"Churches  experience  a  loss  of 
membership  not  because  of 
fundamentalism  or  lack  of  de- 
nominational identity,  not  be- 
cause of  a  lack  of  time,  volun- 
teers, money,  or  curriculum,  but 
because  we  are  confused  and 
tentative  about  our  faith  and 
can't  transmit  it  with  excitement 
to  the  next  generation.  Christian 
education  requires  that  a  com- 
pany of  people  gather  in  the 
name  of  Christ  and  share  the 
promise  of  the  Spirit.  Together 
those  people  come  to  know  the 
truth  and  communicate  it  to 
others.  That  may  mean  that  well 
have  to  organize  new  groups  to 
sustain  and  support  each  other. 

"Every  student  here  is  called 
to  be  a  member  of  the  'company 
of  teachers,'  "  he  continued. 
"Every  professor  here  is  called 
to  witness  to  the  spirit  of  truth 
alive  in  his  or  her  life.  And  each 
congregation  must  be  a  theolog- 
ical school  of  sorts,  where  the 
spirit  of  truth  is  alive.  The  word 
company  comes  from  the  Latin, 
meaning  to  'share  bread.'  The 
church  of  Christ  is  called  into 
the  company  of  teachers  that  will 
nurture,  sustain,  and  interpret 
the  faith  for  coming  genera- 
tions." 

A  reception  in  Little's  honor 
was  held  at  the  Neill  Ray  house 
following  the  lecture. 

Little's  retirement  from  Union 
Seminary's  faculty  is  no  retire- 
ment from  teaching.  In  addition 
to  ongoing  participation  in 
professional  societies,  she  con- 
tinues to  teach,  last  summer  at 
San  Francisco  Theological  Sem- 
inary, this  fall  at  Columbia 
Theological  Seminary,  and  next 
spring  at  the  Pacific  School  of 
Religion. 


Peacemaking  'at  heart'  of  church 


"Peacemaking  is  not  an  op- 
tional extra,  assigned  to  a  few. 
It  is  at  the  very  heart  of  our  life 
as  people  of  the  church,"  said 
the  Rev.  Doug  Baker  in  an 
address  to  students  and  faculty 
of  the  Richmond  Theological 
Center  on  Oct.  5  in  PSCE's 
Sydnor  Chapel.  "As  Christians, 
we  are  sent  as  a  reconciling 
community  into  the  world." 

For  the  past  10  years  Doug 
Baker  has  been  on  church  as- 
signment to  the  Corrymeela 
Community  in  Ballycastle, 
Northern  Ireland,  a  160-member 
group  of  Protestants  and  Ca- 
tholics committed  to  working 
towards  mutual  respect,  the 
participation  of  all,  and  the 
sharing  and  stewardship  of 
resources  in  a  society  long 
wracked  by  violence. 

Corrymeela  is  a  place  where 
people  from  both  sides  of  the 
conflict  can  meet  and  talk  op- 


enly. It  provides  a  refuge  from 
violence,  educational  facilities 
for  learning,  and  a  support 
system  for  individuals,  schools, 
families,  and  churches.  There 
young  and  old  can  share  life 
histories  and  come  to  under- 
stand more  fully  the  fears  and 
mistrust  of  both  their  enemies 
and  themselves. 

"Peacemaking  is  not  a  meet- 
ing, a  conference,  a  retreat,  a  ral- 
ly," Baker  continued.  "Peace- 
making is  a  journey,  a  series  of 
many  small  steps.  Integrated  edu- 
cation, economic  development, 
administration  of  justice — 
there  is  always  a  next  step." 

The  members  of  Corrymeela 
have  taken  the  initiative  in 
Northern  Ireland.  "How  are  you 
called  to  minster  as  peacemak- 
ers— in  your  homes,  churches, 
towns,  presbyteries,  and  synods 
in  the  United  States  of  Amer- 
ica?" challenged  Baker. 
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A  Faith  More  Precious  than  Gold 
Lesson  5,  January: 
'Following  the  Example  of  Christ' 
(I  Peter  2:11-3:7) 

Circle  Bible  Leaders  Study  Guide 


By  Mary  Boney  Sheats 

The  ethical  part  of  the  Letter  of  I  Peter 
begins  in  earnest  with  the  bracket  of 
verses  from  2:11  to  3:7.  With  a  series  of 
imperatives  the  author  exhorts  his  "aliens 
and  exiles"  to  "do  right."  Note  the 
sequence: 

2:11  "Abstain  from  the  passions 
of  the  flesh" 

2:12  "Maintain  good  conduct 
among  the  Gentiles" 

2:13  "Be  subject"  to  those  in 
temporal  authority 

2:16  "Live  as  free  men"/ "Live  as 
servants  of  God." 

These  are  the  instructions  for  those 
who,  while  being  "a  chosen  race,  a  royal 
priesthood,  a  holy  nation,  God's  own 
people"  (2:9),  must  for  awhile  be  exiles, 
not  belonging  permanently  in  their 
current  surrounding. 

Dual  citizenship 

Neither  Jesus,  nor  Paul,  nor,  here, 
Peter,  denied  that  God's  people  had  an 
obligation  toward  whatever  secular 
government  might  be  over  them.  How- 
ever, there  were  those  in  the  first-century 
church  who  did  assume  that  since  their 
citizenship  was  in  heaven,  they  had  no 
responsibility  toward  earthly  emperors 
and  governors.  This  situation  was 
probably  behind  what  Paul  has  to  say 
about  government  in  Romans  13:1-7. 
When  Peter  and  Paul  advocated  submis- 
sion to  authority,  they  did  .so  "for  the 
Lord's  sake"  (I  Peter  2:13),  a  ruler  being 
"God's  servant  for  your  good"  (Romans 
13:4). 

God,  who  at  creation  brought  order 
out  of  chaos,  is  opposed  to  the  anarchy 
that  prevails  when  there  are  not  func- 
tioning human  institutions.  The  author 
of  the  Book  of  Judges  describes  that  dark 
period  in  Israel's  history  as  being 
disastrous,  when,  with  no  king,  "Every 
man  did  what  was  right  in  his  own  eyes" 
(Judges  17:6/21:25). 

Just  because  you  acknowledge  the 
authority  of  earthly  rulers  does  not  mean 
that  you  are  in  bondage.  Peter  uses  two 
imperatives  in  2:16  that  seem  to  be 


contradictory:  "Live  as  free  men;  ...  live 
as  servants  of  God."  How  can  you  be 
free  and  a  servant  at  the  same  time?  Mar- 
tin Luther,  in  one  of  his  most  influential 
treatises,  "The  Freedom  of  a  Christian," 
puts  these  two  sentences  together: 

A  Christian  is  a  perfectly  free  lord  of 
all,  subject  to  none. 

A  Christian  is  a  perfectly  dutiful 
servant  of  all,  subject  to  all. 

It  is  the  paradox  of  Christian  bondage 
that  only  as  we  yield  ourselves  to  God's 
control  can  we  know  what  true  freedom 
is.  And  when  God  is  our  master  we  can 
serve  God's  creatures  with  abandon.  As 
George  Matheson  put  it  in  his  prayer- 
hymn, 

Make  me  a  captive,  Lord, 

And  then  I  shall  be  free; 

Force  me  to  render  up  my  sword 

And  I  shall  conqueror  be 
From  The  Hymnbook,  #308 
Peter  uses  in  2:17  two  pairs  of  impera- 
tives that  summarize  the  obligation  to 
be  a  good  citizen  and  a  good  Christian: 
"Honor  all  men"  but  "Love  the  broth- 
erhood" (that  is,  your  fellow-believers); 
"Fear  God"  but  "honor  the  emperor." 
(The  latter  echoes  Provers  24:21:  "My 
son,  fear  the  LORD  and  the  king.")  To 
"do  right"  is  to  follow  these  injunctions. 

Mutual  obligations 

As  a  part  of  establishing  orderliness 
in  the  ancient  Mediterranean  world, 
writers  would  compile  lists  of  the  duties 
of  different  categories  of  people.  We 
know  of  this  practice  in  two  of  the 
Pauline  letters:  Colossians  3:18  -  4:1; 
Ephesians  5:21  -  6:9.  There  the  reciprocal 
obligations  of  wives/ husbands,  children/ 
fathers,  and  slaves/ masters  are  des- 
cribed. Peter,  in  his  simpler  "table  of 
household  duties,"  lists  only  servants 
(using  a  milder  word  than  Paul's  "slaves," 
and  omitting  masters),  and  wives/ 
husbands. 

After  calling  for  servants  to  be  sub- 
missive to  masters  even  when  they  are 
perverse,  Peter  reminds  his  readers  that 
punishment  may  be  expected  when  it  is 
deserved.  However,  he  goes  further  and 
holds  up  the  ideal  of  enduring  suffering 


that  is  not  deserved.  Those  who  have 
answered  the  call  of  Christ,  no  matter 
what  their  position  in  life,  are  obligated 
and  challenged  to  follow  the  example  of 
Jesus,  who  showed  clearly  how  to  react 
to  unjust  punishment  (I  Peter  2:20-21). 
God  has  not  left  his  "aliens  and  exiles" 
without  a  pattern  about  how  life  is  to 
be  lived.  God  has  come  in  Jesus  Christ, 
to  be  an  example  that  followers  may 
tread  "in  his  steps." 

The  supreme  clue 

In  the  course  of  his  instructions  to 
servants  about  their  professional  obliga- 
tions, the  author  has  inserted  the  heart 
of  the  gospel  for  everyone.  Verses  21- 
25  in  Chapter  2  show  how  Christ  found 
in  the  example  of  the  Suffering  Servant 
of  Isaiah  53:4-12  the  clue  to  his  ministry. 
(Note  how  the  ideas  of  these  two  passages 
are  parallel.)  While  Peter  did  not  readily 
accept  Jesus'  choice  of  the  way  of 
suffering  (see  the  record  of  his  resistance 
in  Mark  8:31-33),  the  apostle  had  lived 
to  see  that  it  was  his  Lord's  enduring 
unjust  punishment  that  resulted  ultimate- 
ly in  healing  for  all.  Jesus  furnished  not 
only  an  example  for  his  followers  to 
emulate:  he  bore  the  blame  of  our  sins 
and  cancelled  our  guilt. 

Wives  and  husbands 

In  the  section  on  wives  and  husbands 
(I  Peter  3:1-7),  Peter  is  actually  coaching 
women  (and  all  his  readers)  in  evange- 
lism. He  indicates  again  the  power  of 
example — in  this  case,  silent,  modest 
witness.  As  William  Barclay  puts  it,  "The 
strongest  missionary  force  in  the  world 
is  a  Christian  life."  [The  Letters  of  James 
and  Peter,  (Philadelphia:  Westminster 
Press,  1976),  p.  202]  The  most  effective 
approach  for  making  the  Christian 
fellowship  appealing  to  husbands,  says 
Peter,  is  neither  loquaciousness  nor 
flamboyance.  Rather,  the  apostle  calls 
for  the  powerful  strength  of  "the  hidden 
person  of  the  heart"  and  "a  gentle  and 
quiet  spirit."  As  an  illustration,  he  refers 
to  the  relationship  between  the  first 
progenitors  of  the  Israelite  nation,  Sarah 
and  Abraham. 


Follow  through  on  this  example  by 
going  back  to  Genesis  16-18,  21.  While 
Peter  makes  a  special  point  of  Sarah's 
obeying  Abraham,  the  Genesis  text 
makes  it  clear  that  Abraham  also  obeyed 
Sarah!  Yes,  she  called  him  "adonai," 
lord,  but  he  followed  her  bidding  in 
having  a  child  by  Hagar  (Gen.  16:2),  and 
later,  again  at  Sarah's  insistence,  in 
sending  that  child,  his  first-born  son,  into 
the  wilderness  (Gen.  21:1-14). 

While  there  is  no  question  that  the 
Bible  is  a  patriarchal  book,  there  is  much 
more  of  a  balance  between  the  male  and 
the  female  than  we  sometimes  notice.  In 
I  Peter  3:7  the  author  goes  beyound  the 
duties  of  wife  and  husband  to  proclaim 
that  they  are,  together,  "joint  heirs  of  the 
grace  of  life."  What  a  glorious  title  for 
a  husband-wife  team! 

Servant  or  master,  female  or  male,  we 
follow  the  example  of  Christ  in  doing 
right,  united  in  a  faith  that  is  "more 
precious  than  gold." 

Suggested  Activities 

1.  Recall  the  person  whose  life-witness 
probably  had  the  most  powerful  effect 
on  you  and  your  growth  in  the  Christian 
faith.  What  were  the  particular  qualities 
of  that  individual  you  would  like  to 
emulate? 

2.  Talk  about  where  you  think  "the 
footsteps  of  Jesus"  may  be  found  in  your 
community.  Ask  yourselves:  Are  there 
any  places  you  are  planning  to  go  where 
you  would  probably  not  find  him  going? 

3.  Face  together  the  serious  problem 
of  personal  abuse:  abuse  of  spouses,  of 
children,  of  older  people.  Peter  advises 
Sarah's  descendants  to  "do  right  and  let 
nothing  terrify  you"  (3:6).  If  we  know 
of  someone  who  is  in  a  terrifying 
situation,  what  should  it  mean  for  us  to 
"do  right"? 

Dr.  Mary  Boney  Sheats  ia  professor 
emerita  of  Bible  and  religion  at  Agnes 
Scott  College  in  Decatur,  Ga.,  where  she 
taught  from  1949  to  1983.  She  had 
previously  directed  Christian  education 
at  churches  in  three  states.  She  lives  in 
Wilmington,  N.C. 


Two  conferences  for  church 
historians  scheduled  for  '90 


Two  conferences  for  congre- 
gational historians  and  people 
interested  in  Presbyterian  histo- 
ry will  take  place  in  1990.  The 
Presbyterian  Church  (U.S.A.) 
Department  of  History  will 
sponsor  both. 

The  first  is  the  annual  Seminar 
on  Local  Church  History  at 
Montreat,  N.C,  May  13-16.  The 
meeting  is  designed  for  histori- 
ans writing  a  congregational 
history  for  publication  and 
historians  of  congregations  and 
Presbyterian  Women  writing  an 
annual  historical  report.  The 
seminar  will  also  include  classes 
on  preparing  to  celebrate  an 
anniversary,  oral  history,  and 
church  archives. 

For  information  on  the  meet- 
ing, contact  Diana  Ruby  Sander- 
son, Department  of  History  (Mon- 
treat), Box  849,  Montreat,  N.C. 
28757  (telephone  704-669-7061). 

The  second  meeting  is  an 
historians'  conference  Aug.  2-4 
at  Trinity  University  in  San 
Antonio,  Tex.  For  more  infor- 


mation, contact  Virginia  Moore, 
Department  of  History,  425 
Lombard  Street,  Philadelphia, 
Pa.  19147  (telephone  215-627- 
1852). 

Guest  historian  for  both  con- 
ferences will  be  the  Rev.  Milton 
Coalter  Jr.,  library  director  and 
associate  professor  of  bibliogra- 
phy and  research  at  the  Louis- 
ville Presbyterian  Seminary. 
Coalter  has  a  doctorate  in  the 
history  of  Christianity  from 
Princeton  University  and  a 
master  of  divinity  degree  from 
Princeton  Seminary. 

The  environment  and  theology 

"Common  God,  Common 
Good — Building  an  Agenda" 
will  be  the  theme  of  the  third 
annual  Lex  Matthews  Confer- 
ence on  Environment  and  The- 
ology, sponsored  by  the  Land 
Stewardship  Council  of  North 
Carolina,  an  organization  to 
which  the  synod  belongs.  The 
event  will  take  place  March  22- 
23  at  Brown's  Summit  Episcopal 


Retreat  Center  north  of  Greens- 
boro, N.C. 

Keynote  speaker  will  be  the 
Rev.  Thomas  Berry,  author  of 
Dream  of  Earth.  The  meeting 
will  also  offer  workshops  on 
developing  environmental  con- 
cerns in  congregations. 

For  more  information,  con- 
tact Robert  Mulder,  402  Carol- 
ina Ave.,  Raleigh,  N.C.  27606 
(telephone  919-851-4211). 


FREE  ESTIMATES 


•  Stained  Glass  Installations 
•Stained  Glass  Restoration 
•Custom  Aluminum  Frames 

•  Fiberglass  Baptistries  &  Steeples 
•Church  .Furniture 

A  &  H 
ART  &  STAINED  GLAS 
COMPANY,  INC 


FIBERGLASS  BAPTISTRIES 

^STEEPLES-CROSSES  ' 
WATER  HEATERS 

PEWS-PULPIT  FURNITURE  , 
CARPET-LIGHTING  FIXTURES 


LITTLE  GIANT  MANUFACTURING  CO 

Box  518  /  Orange,  Texas  77630 
DIAL  TOLL  FREE  1-800-231-6035  . 
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Meet  the  staff 


Pictured  above  is  Pat  O'Neal.  Pat  serves  the  Presbytery 
of  New  Hope  as  bookkeeper.  She  is  married  to  Raymond 
O'Neal  and  has  three  children  and  three  grandchildren.  Pat 
lives  in  Whitakers,  N.C. 


Mission 

programs 

available 

The  following  new  slide  and 
cassette  programs  are  available 
for  pick  up  or  mailing  at  the 
office  of  the  Presbytery  of  New 
Hope: 

Hope  for  Mbujimayi  (Zaire) 

20  minutes 
Mission  to  Ghana, 

A  Partnership  with  Chris 

20  minutes 

The  same  programs  are  also 
available  for  pick  up  and  return 
only  from  the  library,  Davidson 
Hall,  at  White  Memorial 
Church,  Raleigh. 

All  programs  must  be  sche- 
duled through  the  presbytery 
office,  telephone  977-1440. 

Churches  may  show  these 
programs  independently  or  in- 
vite one  of  the  hunger  action 
enablers  or  members  of  the 
hunger  committee  to  show  the 
programs  so  that  you  may  learn 
more  about  the  ministries  sup- 
ported by  our  Pennies  for  Hun- 
ger/2c  per  Meal  funds. 

Catechism  awards 

Recently  at  First  Church  in 
Raleigh  the  following  received 
certificates  and  $15  for  reciting 
the  Catechism  for  Young  Chil- 
dren; Brianne  Barrrow,  Eliza- 
beth Bazemore,  Martha  Hayes, 
Katherine  Lyons,  Sarah  McAl- 
ister,  Lauryn  Mitchiner,  Nathan 
Mitchiner,  Meredith  Parks, 
Hayes  Permar. 


News 
bits 

First  Church,  Kinston,  has  a 
regular  feature  in  its  weekly 
newsletter  for  VIP's.  Each  week 
the  focus  is  on  one  or  two  Very 
Important  Presbyterians  of  Kin- 
ston First. 

First  Church,  Greenville 
broke  ground  in  October  for  an 
addition  to  its  current  facility. 

West  Raleigh  Church  had  a 
stewardship  dinner  in  Novem- 
ber. The  theme  was  "All  pas- 
sengers on  board  the  S.S.  Stew- 
ard need  to  work  together.  All 
are  needed.  All  have  special 
talents  to  contribute." 

West  Raleigh  Church  held  its 
annual  Thanksgiving  breakfast 
on  Thanksgiving  Day. 

The  Good  Samaritan  Fund  at 
First  Church,  Kinston,  asks 
members  of  the  church  to  save 
a  penny  for  each  night  slept 
under  a  shelter,  a  penny  for  each 
meal  eaten,  and  a  penny  for  each 
dose  of  medicine  taken.  The 
money  is  collected  on  the  first 
Sunday  of  each  month  and  used 
to  help  hungry,  homeless,  and 
sick  people  locally  and  around 
the  world. 

Outer  Banks  Church  had  a 
special  Thanksgiving  service 
that  was  celebrated  with  liturgi- 
cal dance,  poetry  reading,  and 
appropriate  paintings.  The  con- 
gregation was  invited  to  bring 
gifts  of  food  for  the  food  pantry. 


'Education  lifeline' 
event  draws  over  100 


A  total  of  133  participants  representing  34  churches,  plus 
eight  presenters  and  12  Christian  Educatin  committee 
members,  attended  the  "Christian  Education  Lifeline." 
Pictured  above  is  keynote  speaker  Dr.  Isabel  Rogers  of  the 
Presbyterian  School  of  Christian  Education,  Richmond,  Va., 
(right)  and  Sheila  Barrick,  moderator  of  the  Christian 
Education  Committee. 
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Trinity  Church  grows 


Trinity  Church  is  a  growing 
church.  Organized  in  May  1967, 
with  65  charter  members,  the 
church  met  for  the  first  five  years 
in  Brentwood  Elementary 
School  in  northeast  Raleigh. 

In  1972,  Trinity  built  its  first 
building,  which  was  located  on 
New  Hope  Road.  In  1974,  a 
Sunday  School  addition  was 
built. 

Trinity  has  had  steady  growth 
for  the  past  20  years.  But,  in  1986 
something  happened  that  would 
change  the  church.  Northeast 
Raleigh  became  a  boomtown. 
Suddenly  there  were  10  major 
subdivisions  within  three  miles 
of  the  church.  The  number  of 
visitors  for  a  given  Sunday 
quadrupled.  The  church  grew 
from  receiving  20  to  25  members 
a  year  to  50  members  a  year. 
Since  January  1,  1987,  Trinity 
Church  has  received  125  new 
members. 

With  such  growth,  it  has  gone 
to  two  morning  worship  services 
in  order  to  accommodate  eve- 
ryone. In  an  effort  to  help  people 
get  to  know  one  another,  once 
each  quarter  there  is  a  new 
member  fellowship  night.  The 
new  members  and  other 
members  of  the  church  gather 
for  dessert  and  to  play  games. 
There  is  also  a  reception  after 
worship  on  the  days  that  new 
members  are  received. 

New  members  are  invited  and 
encouraged  to  serve  on  commit- 
tees within  the  church.  It  is 
through  this  committee  partic- 
ipation that  new  members  be- 
come aware  of  the  stewardship 
of  the  church  and  also  get  to 
know  one  another. 

There  are  opportunities  for 
everyone  at  Trinity  Church. 
During  the  summer  there  is 
Vacation  Bible  School.  There 
are  mid-week  services.  In  the 
past  members  have  used  Keryg- 
ma  and  have  also  studied  books 
of  the  Bible  for  four  to  six  weeks 
in  this  mid-week  service.  There 
is  a  junior-senior  high  youth 
group  that  meets  weekly.  This 
summer  it  along  with  a  youth 
group  from  Cary  went  to  Wash- 
ington, D.C.  for  four  days.  The 
groups  spent  their  time  in  Wash- 
ington working  in  soup  kitchens 


Trinity  Church,  Raleigh. 

and  homeless  shelters  in  the 
downtown  area.  They  also  visit- 
ed their  representatives  in  Wash- 
ington to  share  with  them  their 
concern  over  the  homeless.  Their 
"motel"  was  the  basement  of 
Capitol  Hill  Presbyterian 
Church.  There  are  also  two 
youth  choirs. 

Trinity  Church  has  an  active 
Presbyterian  Women.  They  have 
four  circles  which  meet  monthly. 
They  have  a  very  active  program 
of  fellowship,  study,  and  mission 
projects. 

Mission  involvement  is  very 
important  to  the  people  of" 
Trinity  Church.  The  church  is 
involved  in  PUCR  (Presbyterian 
Urban  Council  of  Raleigh),  24 
Presbyterian  churches  in  the 
Raleigh  area  that  cooperate  on 
various  missions  concerns  with- 
in the  city.  Through  PUCR 
Trinity  Church  has  been  in- 
volved in  Habitat  for  Humanity. 
It  has  helped  to  provide  some 
of  the  money  and  some  of  the 
labor  necessary  in  building  these 
homes.  Currently,  elder  Laura 
Smith  serves  as  secretary  for 
PUCR. 

Another  mission  project  is  the 
"adoption"  of  five  to  six  families 
at  Thanksgiving  and  Christmas. 


Global  mission  event 


On  Saturday,  January  27, 
1990,  the  Presbytery  of  New 
Hope  will  sponsor  the  annual 
Global  Missions  Conference. 
The  conference  will  be  at  West- 
ern Boulevard  Church,  Raleigh. 

The  day  will  begin  at  9:30  a.m. 
with  registration  and  refresh- 
ments. Following  will  be  a 
welcome  and  a  keynote  speach 
by  Dr.  Tommy  Brown  on 
"Presbyterians  in  World  Mis- 
sion Today." 

That  will  be  followed  by  two 
45-minute  study  groups,  then 
lunch,  then  one  more  study 
group. 

The  study  groups  will  be  as 
follow:  Philippines — Dr.  Al 
Wells  and  Hazel  Blue;  China — 
Dr.  Tommy  Brown;  Japan — 
The  Rev.  John  Reagan;  Ghana 
(Afram  Plains)— Dr.  Rob 
Jeffers;  Islam  and  the  Middle 
East — The  Rev.  Wadih  Antoun; 
Brazil  (Arapongas) — Meg  and 
Melanie  Patterson;  Haiti — John 


Hanna;  Refugees — Wendy  Se- 
greti;  How  to  Promote  Global 
Missions  in  Your  Church — Flo 
Sthreshley. 

All  the  leaders  are  special 
people  who  have  been  mission- 
aries or  who  have  recently  visited 
mission  fields.  The  leaders  will 
be  telling  about  some  of  the 
work  going  on  in  the  various 
countries. 

G.  Thompson  Brown,  the 
keynote  speaker,  is  a  professor 
of  international  missions  at 
Columbia  Seminary  in  Decatur, 
Ga.  He  has  been  a  missionary 
in  Korea,  and  has  recently 
visited  churches  and  church 
leaders  in  China. 

Make  plans  now  to  attend  this 
conference.  Registration  is  $5 
for  lunch.  Reservations  should 
be  made  no  later  than  January 
25  to  Mrs.  Shirley  Hamme,  1312 
Onslow  Road,  Raleigh  27606. 
Please  indicate  if  child  care  is 
needed. 


The  church  members  provide 
these  families  with  gifts  and 
meals.  The  names  of  the  needy 
families  are  obtained  from  So- 
cial Services. 

Each  year  it  is.  a  tradition  for 
Trinity  Church  to  have  a 
Thanksgiving  meal  for  the  con- 
gregation the  Sunday  before 
Thanksgiving.  The  church  fur- 
nishes the  turkey  and  ham.  Last 
year  the  church  had  about  180 
people  for  the  dinner.  Unfortu- 
nately, the  fellowship  hall  can 
only  seat  about  150.  So  30 
people  had  to  find  Sunday 
school  rooms  and  other  places 
to  eat.  Although  it  was  a  real 
joy  to  be  overflowing  with 
people,  all  people  were  not  able 
to  sit  together  to  share  this 
family  meal. 

Having  been  served  by  the 
Rev.  David  Goodwill  and  the 
Rev.  Claude  Godwin  and  cur- 
rently the  Rev.  David  Huffman, 
Trinity  Church  is  growing.  With 
a  current  membership  of  335,  it 
hopes  to  break  ground  soon  on 
a  new  facility.  The  facility  will 
be  composed  of  a  sanctuary  with 
a  seating  capacity  of  350,  offices, 
kitchen,  and  parlor. 

San  Jose  helps 
poor  quake  victims 

LOUISVILLE,  Ky— The 
Oct.  17  earthquake  in  California 
was  particularly  hard  on  labor- 
class  families  in  the  San  Jose 
Presbytery  area.  Over  eight 
percent  of  the  homes  destroyed 
in  that  area  did  not  have  earth- 
quake insurance. 

When  the  presbytery  learned 
of  the  dire  needs  of  this  part  of 
the  area,  it  joined  with  Catholics 
and  almost  every  conceivable 
Protestant  denomination  in  a 
combined  effort  to  help  the 
people  out.  Interfaith  working 
crews  have  been  set  up  by  the 
group  in  Santa  Cruz,  Watson- 
ville,  Hollister,  and  Los  Gatos. 

Anyone  desiring  more  infor- 
mation about  follow-up  projects 
may  contact  the  Rev.  Paul 
Mesquelier,  executive  of  San 
Jose  Presbytery,  at  (408)  279- 
0220  or  Dan  Rift,  World  Service 
associate  in  Louisville,  at  (502) 
569-5839. 
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